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of  the  Classis  to  this  end;  commiasions  Rev.  Jacob  R. 
Hardenberg  to  represent  Coetua  before  Classis 3866 

11.  Church  of  New  York  —  Anti-Engliah  preaching  party,  under 
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bined congregations  —  Plan,  to  introduce  an  English-speak- 
ing minister  into  Dutch  Church  of  New  York,  approved  — 
Letter  read  from  Rev.  Jakson  and  answer  approved  — 
Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers  examined,  and  assigned  to 
church  of  Curacoa  3867,  3888 
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18.  Rev.  RhioehSirt  Erickson  U>  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 
Complains  of  ill-treatment  by  Rev.  Leydt  and  party  — 
His  call  to  Hackensock  in  1726,  and  his  ordination 
therefor  —  Subsequent  calls  —  Early  disuse  of  the  Dutch 

—  English  services  preferred  —  Confesses  to  intoxication 
on  a  certain  occasion  —  His  trial  and  unlimited  sentence 

—  Further  action  on  his  ease  —  Condemned,  unheard,  by 
the  Coetus,  and  his  pastoral  relation  dissolved  —  Char- 
acters of  the  witnesses  against  him 3B3S-393e 

17.  Petition  of  Sir  James  Jay  to  the  King  in  behalf  of  Kings 

College — Its  origin  —  Necessity  of  more  ministers  —  Zeal 
of  Romish  priests  —  Design  of  this  College  —  Its  governors 

—  Necessity  of  endowment  —  About  £S000  already  raised 

—  Request  for  a  grant  of  20,000  acres  of  land,  of  the 
Crown  land,  free  tor  rent —  (See  July  23) 3940,  3941 

18.  Church  of  New  York  —  Further   improvement   of  the   New 

Cburcti  (Cedar  Street)  — Sale  of  Manor  of  Fordham 
lands     3941,  3942 

la.  Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Privy  Council  —  Petition  of  James 
J*y  for  20,000  acres  of  land  tor  Kings  College,  granted  — 
(See  July  17)   8942 

£0.  Bevs.  Freyenmoet,  Meyer  and  Cock  to  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam—  Van  Hoevenberg  to  be  kept  under  censure  until 
(Synod  gives  its  decision  —  Action  approved  by  Conferentie. 
Synodalia  —  Classis  reports  that  its  Committee  ad  res 
Extents  had  obeyed  action  of  Synod  of  17S3  in  the  case  of 
the  forged  letters  by  Van  der  Sman 3943 

91— Aug.  Sl  Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Notarial  copies  of  their 
action  on  the  Ritzema  and  Ven  der  Sman  case  had  been 

mode  and  sent  to  New  York 3043,  30U 

ia^,  8.  R«v.  Ritzem*  to  John  Wynkoop  of  Kingston  —  Duty  of 
Meyer  to  submit  to  Classical  authority  —  Want  to  rule  by 
a  majority  vote  —  Classis  wishes  no  subordination  in  con- 
flict with  the  civil  oath  —  Danger  of  Dutch  Church  being 
considered  merely  as  a  Dissenting  Church^Domine  Meyer's 
position  as  to  his  relation  to  the  Classis  and  to  the  Civil 
Power  —  Ritzema 's  remarks  on  Meyer's  position  respecting 
the  civil  oath  —  Consistory  advised  to  put  Meyer  under  cen- 
am* — The  language  of  the  oath  3e44~394<l 

SO.  Church  of  New  York  —  The  German  church  land  —  Van  der 
Sman  relieved  of  censure  —  Van  Antwerp  Rpp|»inted  ckW 
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chist  —  Domine  L&idlie  to  render  all  the  comxnunion  ser- 
vices, with  Preparatory  and  Thanksgiving  sermons,  in  the 

New  Church 3946 

Aug.    23.    Rev.  H.  Meyer  refuses  to  acknowledge  subordination . .  3046,  3947 
Sept.    27.    Church  of  New  York  —  Consistory  receives  three  letters  from 

Amsterdam  —  Renting  seats  in  New  Church  —  Two  more 

deacons  to  be  added  to  Consistory,  making  ten  in  all 3947 

Oct.  1.  Classis  receives  letter  from  New  York  dated  May  12  —  Ex- 
tract: Safe  arrival  of  Laidlie;  his  introduction  to  his 
office;  gratitude  of  the  Consistory 3947,  894S 

3.  Rev.  John  Ritzcma  to  Rev.  Winoldus  Budde  —  Delays  in  the 
correspondence  —  Desirability  of  candidates  who  shall  be 
located  after  arrival  —  Its  effect  on  the  Coetus  —  The  place 
of  Erickson  about  to  be  supplied  by  the  Coetus  —  Request 
that  the  names  of  the  Coetus  brethren  be  omitted  from  the 
Ministerial  Register  —  Church  of  Kingston  about  to  depose 
Meyer  —  Bad  conduct  of  Erickson  —  Polemical  letters  be- 
tween Presbyterians  and  Episcopalians 3948,  8949 

3.  Rev.  John  C.  Fryenmoet  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 
Request  for  a  minister  by  the  combined  congregations  of 
Poughkeepsie,  Fishkill,  New  Hackensock  and  Hopewell  — 
Must  be  supordinate  to  the  Classis  —  Many  errorists  — 
Present  condition  of  these  congregations  —  Dismission  of 
Meynema  —  Settlement  of  Van  Nist  by  the  Coetus  —  Sub- 
mission of  those  churches  to  the  Coetus  —  Divisions  in  the 
congregations  —  Fryenmoet  asked  to  perform  service  by  op- 
ponents of  the  Coetus  —  Call  of  Blaaw  of  Fairfield,  N.  J., 
by  a  committee  —  Fryenmoet  ordains  other  Consistories  of 
Conferentie  men  —  This  action  approved  by  the  Confer- 
entie  —  Blaaw  declines  the  call  —  Hence  a  new  call  sent  to 
Holland  —  Domine  Henricus  Schoonmaker  (Coetus)  illegal 
pastor  at  Poughkeepsie  and  Fishkill 3949-3951 

6.  Rev.  Samuel  Seabury  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gos- 
pel —  Visit  of  Whitefield  and  its  mischievous  results  — 
Many  strolling  preachers  and  exhorters  —  Misrepresenta- 
tions of  the  Church  of  England  —  His  efforts  against  these 
at  Jamaica 8952 

9.  Consistory  of  Kingston  to  Revs.  Fryenmoet  and  Cock  and 
their  Consistories  —  Requested  to  meet  and  try  their  min- 
ister. Rev.  H.  Meyer,  for  exciting  divisions  in  the  church, 
refusing  ecclesiastical  counsel,  and  declining  subordination 
to  Classis  of  Amsterdam 3952 

9.  Rev.  G.  D.  Cock  to  Rev.  H.  Meyer  —  Informs  him  that  Rev. 
Fryenmoet  and  himself  have  been  requested  to  assist  the 
Consistory  in  restoring  peace  at  Kingston  —  The  charges 
against  him  —  Request  him  to  appear  before  them  to  reply 
to  these  charges  3953 

9.  Rev.  H.  Meyer  to  Revs.  Cock  and  Fryenmoet  —  Acknowledges 
receipt  of  request  to  appear  before  them  —  Asks  for  infor- 
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nution  «a  to  what  thej  desire,  and  what  is  the  character 

of  tiieir  ConveDtion  3953 

•.  Bot.  B.  Meyer  to  Rera.  Cock  and  Fiyeninoet  —  Willing  to 
rcplj  to  ftD7  charges  made  t^  hia  ConaiHtoij  before  a  law- 
fallj  eoDBtituted  ConTentiou  —  Acknowledgea  his  obligation 
to  the  Netherland  Church  and  the  King  of  Qreat  Britain  — 
This  Coaventiou  irregular,  both  ecclesiastically  and  civ- 
illy—  Refuaea  to  appear  before  an  unlawful  Convention, 
but  will  appear  before  a  lawful  one   3SS3,  3954 

9.  Revs.  Cock  and  Fryenmoet  to  Rev.  H.  Meyer  —  Declare  their 
Convention  lawful  —  Church  of  New  Palts  pattiaui  — 
Rev.  Cock  competent  3954 

0.  Eev.  Meyer  to  Beva.  Cock  and  Fryenmoet  —  Church  of  New 
Palti  competent  to  ait  in  Convention  —  Rev.  Cock  civilly 
incompetent  to  ait  as  a  judge  —  Surprise  at  their  unwill- 
ingnesB  to  call  a  lawful  Convention  —  Urges  the  Coneiatory 
to  proceed  legally 3999 

9,  10.  Rove.  Fryenmoet  and  Cock  and  their  ciders  viaited  King- 
ston, at  tbe  invitation  o(  the  CoDaiatory,  to  request  Rev. 
Meyer  to  confer  with  bis  Consistory  in  an  ecclesiastical 
manner,  before  them,  in  reference  to  the  schisms  in  the 
church;  in  rejecting  ecclesiastical  advice;  in  refusing  sub- 
ordination to  tbe  Classia  of  Amaterdam ;  and  in  refusing 
a  friendly  conference  on  the  subject. 

Uia  refusal  to  appear  before  an  illegal  Assembly  —  Rea- 
sons of  ita  molality  —  The  Assembly  rejects  his  reasons. 
He  bad  been  married  as  alleged,  by  an  illegally  ordained 
minister  of  the  Coetus  party  —  He  was  about  to  agree  to 
subordination  to  the  Classis,  when  he  was  requested  to  take 
the  civil  oath,  which  he  did  —  Legal  advice  declared  the 
oath  related  to  Romanism  only  —  After  taking  the  oath,  he 
refused  "  subordination  to  the  Claaaia  of  Amsterdam." 

11?  In  reference  to  the  diviaion  in  the  Church  —  Many 
follow  example  of  Meyer  and  refuse  "  Subordination  " — 
Committee  of  Five  join  with  the  Consistory  to  punish 
Meyer. 

III.  Meyer  despised  ecclesiaaticnl  advice  —  Meyer's 
suspension  from  his  odice,  for  refusing  advice,  and  de- 
clining "Subordination"  —  Referred  to  the  Consbtories 
of  New  York  and  to  the  Synod 3055-3958 

It.    Proposed  Act  to  appropriate  the  moneys  accruing  from  fines 

on  Moravians   and   Quakers  —  Council   declines   to  act...   3960 

IB.  Rev.  Jacob  Hardenberg  to  Clasais  of  .\msterdam  —  Takes 
exception  to  the  language  of  Clasais  as  to  his  Commiaaion 
— The  Coetus  made  the  request,  not  himaelf  —  Hla  curt 
treatment  by  Classis  —  Their  misunderstanding  of  tbe 
langut^  of  Coetus  —  Effect  of  his  treatment  while  in 
id  —  Continued  efforts  for  a  close  union  with  Ho\- 
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lBDd  —  The  difficultly  involved  by  living  under  another 
Power  —  Need  of  a  Seminary  in  Americ*  —  Have  peti- 
tioned [or  a  ClisrUr  —  Alore  able  to  endow  an  institution 
tlwn  Epiacopalians  or  Presb]rt«rian«  —  American  minis- 
t«Ta  cannot  be  membera  of  e««legia«ticat  Amembliea  in 
Holland  ^ — Dominc  Meyer  anil  the  civil  oath  —  Opinion 
of  lavryers  —  Request  tt.e  Classis  to  modify  their  de- 
mands—  The  Coetus  becoming  stronger  —  Claasig  should 
not  be  too  bitter  against  I^ydt's  pamphlet  —  The  Coetus 
party  not  in  the  minority  at  Fishkill,  as  represented  — 
Coetus  has  adherents  in  all  tbc  churchee 3900-3903 

Oct.  13.  The  Coetus  to  the  Claaais  of  Amsterdam  — The  effort  at 
union  in  June,  1704  —  Desire  of  the  Coetua  (or  liberty, 
yet  close  union  with  the  Netherland  Church  —  Subordi- 
nation, destitute  of  all  power  is  contrary  to  the  Nether- 
land  Church  Constitution  —  Invalidity  of  the  Classical 
arguments:  from  planting;  from  only  partial  member- 
ship of  Classia  —  Our  inherent  right  to  manage  our  own 
affairs  —  Right  of  ordination  involved  in  pastoral  office  — 
Duty  of  neighboring  ministers  to  perform  it  —  Equality 
of  ministers  —  Impossibility  of  getting  enough  ministers 
from  Holland  —  Most  other  denominations  ordain  here  — 
Dangers  of  the  Voyage  —  Episcopalians  unable  to  ordain 
—  Presbyterians  get  ten  ministers  to  the  Episcopal ians' 
one  —  Other  churches  have  Seminaries,  seven  or  eight  in 
number  —  The  Dutch,  none  yet  —  The  Knglish  language 
must  prevail  —  Copy  of  the  Civil  Oath  sent  —  (See  this 
under  Aug.  8.  1764) — Members  of  one  Civil  Power  can- 
not be  constituent  members  of  the  Kccleaiastical  Bodies  of 
another  Civil  Power  —  Clow  Alliance  practicable,  with 
full  liberty  —  Counsel  deBJrnWe — Dexire  to  forgive  and 
forget  —  High-handed  conduct  of  Frycnmoet  in  ordaining 

new  ConsiatoriPH  ut  Fishkill,  etc 3963-3987 

13.  Bev.  Lambertus  De  Ronde  to  Rev.  W.  Budde  — Pleased 
with  the  approbation  of  his  "  System  of  Truth  "  —  Sorry 
at  seeming  omijwions  —  Thoroughly  orthodox  —  Grieved 
that  Laidlie  refuses  full  subordinntion  to  the  Classis 39S7 

Oct  18,  31,  Nov.  14.  Church  of  New  York  — Kxchnnse  of  lots  — Re- 
ceives gifts  of  ornnments  —  Consistory  to  relieve  individ- 
uals from  all  roxt^  involved  in  defending  the  church  in 
the   lawsuit    of   "The    Dutch    Party  "  —  Church   seats  — 

Lots  of  Harpending  3988 

Mrs.   Grant's   description  of  Albany.    Dutch   and   English 

churches 3980 

Other  items  in  1764  3089.  3970 

'      1765 

Jan.  1  Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Classis  receives  supplements  to  let- 
ters of  June  21,  1784,  dated  Sept.  4,  1764,  about  Meyer's 
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•eruples  ks  to  the  oath;  Also  a  eopj  of  RitEem&'s  letters 
to  Prof.  Budde,  of  Jul;  8  and  Sept.  7,  1764,  about  aetid- 
tag  ov«r  candidate*  to  be  aubsequentlf  located;  also  a 

call  from  Qtieens  Count; 3070 

aa.  7.  ChuTob  of  New  York — The  lota  of  Harpending  —  Domine 
De  Ronde'a  reaideDce  —  Indenmirying  members  arrested  in 
the  "Dutch  Par^"  suit  —  Repairing  the  German  church.  3970 

3071 

8.  Claseia  receives  three  packets  of  letters  from  New  York. . .  3071 
A.         A.     Conferentie  asks  permiesiOQ  to  qualify  candidates  and  send 

them  over  —  Oranted  —  De  Konde  declarea  his  orthodoxy 
in  reference  to  hie  book  —  Coetus  proposes  some  kind  of 
Federation  with  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands:  Referred 
to  the  Deputati  for  legal  advice  —  Also  a  letter  from  Rev. 
U^er  of  Oct.  £6,  17M,  of  same  import 3971,  3072 

4.  Clasaia  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Conferentie  or  Subordinate 
Assembly  —  References  to  numerous  letters  received  — 
Oriet  at  the  failure  of  the  parties  to  unite  in  June,  17A4 
—  Surprised  that  Laidlie  did  not  unite  with  the  "Sub- 
ordinate Assembly  "  —  Denials  of  Profs.  Budde  and  Bon- 
Bcr  as  to  their  favoring  the  Coetus  —  Classis  will  try  to 
fill  the  call  for  Poughkeepsie,  etc.;  and  for  Queens  Co.; 
bad  advertised  tor  ministers  to  go  to  America  ^  Permis- 
sion given  to  ordain  Lydekker — Classis  ennnot  judge  on 
the  Verbryck  matter;  approves  censure  on  Van  Iloeven- 
berg;  cannot  decide  on  Erickson's  case  —  Considers  the 
ado  about  the  Civil  oath  farfetched  —  Will  write  once 
again  to  the  Coetus  brethren  in  April 3972-30T4 

4.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Archibald  Ijiidlie—  Ex- 
presBCB  surprise  that  he  does  not  join  the  ''  Subordinate 
Assembly"  —  Exhortation  to  him  to  unite  with  the  Con- 
ferentie     3974.  3B75 

4.     Clasais    of    Amsterdam    to    Rev.    Lambertus    De    Ronde  — 

Prasies   him   for   his  orthodoxy 3975 

9.  Rev.  Meyer's  sermon  on  John  18:   12,  13:     "Then  the  band 

and  the  captain  and  oRicers  of  the  Jews  took  -Tesus,  and 
bound  him,  and  led  him  nway  to  Annas  first."  etc, —  Ap- 
plications crafty  counsels  a);ainst  the  richtenua;  partial 
judges;   applied  to   the   Consistory  of  Kin^-ton 3fl78 

28.  Address  of  Rev.  Ritzemn  to  the  churches,  with  an  Extract 
from   the   Acts   of   the   Synod   of   North   Holland    [1703] 

concerning  American   Affairs    3076-3982 

Ihr.       S.     German   Reformed   Church,   New  York   City  —  Corner-stone 

of  church   laid    3!1S2 

21,  28.     Church  of  New  York  —  Petitions  for  pertain  lots   for  a 

bnrial  ground  3B82.  :ifl83 
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1705.  PAQK. 

April      4.     Call  of  Rev.  Isaac  Rjudyk  to  FUlikill,  Poughkeepsie,  New 

Hackensack  and  Hopewell   3983-3985 

26.    Suit  of  Hardenbrook,  etc.,  against  Consistory  of  Church  of 

New  York  — (See  Nov.  11,  1707) 3986-^988 

May       0.    Call  of  Rysdyck  approved  by  the  Classis  of  Amaterdam,  and 

accepted  by  him  —  Installed  over  the  churches  of  Fishkill, 
etc. —  Coetus  matters  discussed  —  Rev.  Hermanns  Boelen 

accepts  call  to  Queens  county  3989 

8.    Church  of  Xew  York  —  Improvements  to  the  church 3990 

June       3.    Letter  to  Rev.  \Vm.  Jakson  about  his  improper  language  to 

the  Classis  —  His  apology    3990 

3.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  so-called  Coetus  —  Former  ex- 
pressions of  opinion  of  the  Classis  and  Synod  on  the  right 
to  ordain  claimed  by  the  Coetus  sufficient  —  The  so-called 
"  American  Classis "  and  its  demands  —  Coetus  had  no 
power  to  make  a  Classis  —  Classis  of  Amsterdam  has  no 
rigdt  to  form  an  American  Classis  —  Subordination  of  one 
ecclesiastical  body  to  another  not  tyranny  —  If  Coetus 
decides  for  independence,  she  must  not  expect  recognition 
of  it  by  the  Classis  —  The  arguments  of  the  Coetus  for 
their  independency  not  valid;  argument  from  non-repre- 
sentation in  Classis  not  valid;  argument  from  necessity  of 
more  ministers  partizan;  argument  from  the  rights  en- 
joyed by  the  Presbyterians  inconsistent,  for  Coetus  had 
rejected  argument  from  history;  argimients  from  other 
denominational  institutions  not  valid,  but  a  reason  for 
sending  students  to  Holland;  argument  from  disuse  9f  the 
Dutch  language  not  valid,  as  language  has  nothing  to 
do  with  subordination;  argument  from  no  loss  of  con- 
tributions not  a  reason  for  withdrawing  from  a  legal  sub* 
ordination  —  The  civil  oath  to  England  does  not  conflict 
with  ecclesiastical  subordination:  that  civil  oath  relates 
only  to  Romanists  toleration  in  England  to  all  Protes- 
tants—  Legal  advice  sent  over  only  curious  —  The  pro- 
posed "  closer  union "  and  "  subordination "  involve 
inconsistencies  and  contradictions  —  References  to  Fryen- 
moet  and  his  illegal  conduct 3991-3996 

28.  Rev.  Samuel  Seabury  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the 

Gospel  —  Circumstances    connected    with    the    Episcopal 
churches  of  Queens  county  —  Call  of  Rev.  Mr.  Cutting  — 

Alleged  bad  influence  of  the  Quakers 3997 

July     22.    Call  of  Rev.  Herman  L.  Boelen  to  churches  of  Queens  County 

—  Installed  in  said  churches  by  the  Classis  —  Examination 
of  Antonius  Kuyper  —  Synodalia:    Report  to  Synod.  3997,  3998 

29.  Church  of  New  York  —  Translation  of  Hellenbroek*s  Cate- 

chism into  English  —  Collection  for  Indian  missionaries  — 
Latin  and  English  Grammar  school  established 3990 

30.  German  Church  of  New  York,  bond  to 3999-4000 
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1I7  30-Aog.  8.  Qr™*d  of  North  Holland  —  Diamiesal  of  Rev.  Isuc 
Byadjrek  to  Poughkeepaie,  and  HernuiDus  L.  Boelen  to 
Long  IsUnd  —  Matters  relating  to  New  York  and  New 
Jener,  left  to  the  CImmb  of  AmsterdBm 4000 

1^       1.    Church  of  New  Torlc  —  Subecription  for  building  a  Latin 

•ehoolbouae 4001 

SO.  Bev.  Lambertna  De  Ronde  olaima  the  right  to  preach  in 
Engliih  in  private  boiuea,  and  occauonally  in  Frtabj- 
teiian  churchea  irhen  invited  —  Does  not  neglect  his  own 
aerricea 4001-4004 

pL  9.  Bev.  iMnbertua  De  Bonde  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
per  John  Ealkoen  —  Does  not  approve  of  Marshall's  book 
on  Sanctification  —  Pleased  that  the  Classia  approved  his 
certain  doctrinal  etateinenta  —  Arrival  of  Rev.  Bjsdjck  — 
Rev.  I^idlie  does  not  believe  in  "  Subordination  to  Clas- 

tii  " 4004,  4005 

ft.  Rev.  Lambertus  De  Ronde  to  Rev.  John  Kalkoen  —  Diffl- 
cnltiea  connected  with  the  introduction  of  Engliafa  preaeb- 
ing  in  New  York  and  the  coining  of  Rev.  l^idlie  —  Laid- 
lie's  independent  course  of  action  and  novelties  intro- 
duced—  Efforts  to  induce  Laidlie  to  become  subordinate 
to   Clasais  —  Difficulties   about   De   Ronde's   preaching   in 

English 4005-4007 

10.  Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  the  Classia  of  Amsterdam  —  Thanks 
for  the  copy  sent  of  their  letter  to  the  Coctus,  of  June 
3,  1766  —  Arrival  of  Rev.  Rjsdyk,  and  his  pleasure  in 
the  city  —  Candidates  and  vacancies  —  "Subordination" 
very  distasteful  to  Rev.  Laidlie  —  The  lawsuit  about  Eng- 
lish preaching  —  De  Ronde  has  joined  the  "Dutch  Party" 
—  Hia  opposition  to  Laidlie  —  The  desirability  of  the 
Dutch  Professorship  of  Theology  in  Kings  College  — 
Princeton   desires   to   unite   with   the   Coetua   for   such   a 

Professor 4007-4000 

16.  Church  of  New  York  —  Payment  for  the  font  of  musical 
type  —  English  edition,  2000  copies,  of  the  Psalter  with 
music,  and  the  Liturgy  to  be  published,  with  500  copies  of 
the  Heidelberg  Catcchiam  —  The  translation  of  the  Hel- 
lenbroek   Catechism  completed    4010 

Oct        T.     Prof.    Curteniua   seeks   approval    of   his   book    on    "  Things 

Hard  to  be  Understood  " 4010 

T.  Domine  Ritzcma  requests  Consistory  to  appoint  elders  to 
hear  the  Classical  letter  to  the  Conferentie  —  Refusal  of 

Consistory 4010,  4011 

S-10.  Proceedings  of  the  Assembly  Subordinate  to  the  Clasais 
(the  Conferentie)  —  Classical  letter  read  —  The  case  of 
tbe  church  of  Marbletown  —  The  members  of  this  "Sub- 
ordinate Assembly  "  anbacribe  the  original  "  Fundamental 
Articles"  of  the  CoetBa  of  April  27,  1738,  in  the  Coeiun 
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Minute  Book  —  Tlie  case  of  Tappan  —  Resolution  to  print 
400  copies  in  English  and  600  in  Dutch  of  the  copy  of  the 
Classical  letter  to  the  Coetus,  of  June  3,  1765  —  Case  of 
Van    Hoevenbcrg  —  The    case    of    Kingston    and    domine 

Meyer  —  The  student  Lydekker  licensed   4011-401! 

Oct.      16.    Church  of  New  York  —  Committee  appointed  to  write  to 

Classis  respecting  the  position  of  the  New  York  Consist- 
ory in  reference  to  the  schism  and  the  lawsuit 40  K 

22.  The  "Subordinate  Assembly'*  (or  the  Conferentie)  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Members  of  the  Assembly  — 
Complaints  against  the  Coetus  —  Consistory  of  New  York 
not  friendly  —  The  independent  spirit  of  Revs.  Verbryck 
and  Meyer  —  May  appeal  to  the  British  King  against  the 
Coetus  faction  —  Alleged  arbitrary  interpretation  of 
Scripture  and  Church  Order   4013,  4014 

26.  The  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Church  of  New  York  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Request  of  Rev.  Ritsema  that  the 
Consistory  should  appoint  delegates  to  the  Conferentie  — 
First  request  in  ten  years  —  Consistory  resolved  to  unite 
with  neither  party  —  Lust  of  power  seems  to  dominate 
each  —  Domine  Ritzema  to  be  excepted,  who  would  prefer, 
as  he  says,  to  withdraw  from  the  Conferentie  —  Classis . 
asked  to  authorize  him  to  do  so  —  That  Assembly  would 
soon  die  without  Ritzema  —  De  Ronde  unequal  to  his 
colleagues  —  His  attempts  at  preaching  in  English  —  Dom- 
ine Laidlie  has  the  largest  audiences  —  Unwise  for  the 
Consistory  now  to  join  the  Conferentie  after  being  ignored 
in  its  councils  since  1754  —  Classis  should  rebuke  De 
Ronde  —  Laidlie  misrepresented  before  Classis  —  True 
account  of  his  position  —  The  "  Dutch  Party  "  yet  remains 
obstinate  —  Technical  construction  of  their  Charter  about 
the  right  of  members  voting  —  Consistory  sued  by  the 
"  Dutch  Party  "  —  Information  asked  as  to  the  method  of 
appointment  of  the  Amsterdam  Consistory,  whether  by 
the  old  Consistory  or  by  popular  vote 4015-4018 

20.  Revs.  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 
Their  statement  of  the  action  of  the  Consistory  on  Oct.  7, 
about  delegating  elders  to  the  Conferentie  —  Their  at- 
tempted vindication  of  themselves  in  not  consulting  their 
'  elders,  generally,  in  regard  to  the  schism  in  the  Church  — 
Their  attempted  vindication  of  themselves  against  "  lord- 
ing" over  their  brethren  —  The  Consistory  is  attempting 
to  "  lord  "  it  over  the  ministers  —  Domine  Laidlie  largely 
the  cause  of  this  —  Denial  that  their  effort  to  secure  elders 
for  the  Conferentie  was  sprung  upon  the  Consistory  — 
Secret  canvassings  for  votes  for  Consistorymen  —  Three 
German  ministers,  out  of  ten,  in  the  Conferentie...  4018-4021 

31.    Church  of  New  York  —  Sale  of  vaults   (in  and  about  the 

CedAr  Street  Church)    4021 
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'or.       11.     Testimon;   of   the   Consistoiy   oE   KingBUm    concerning   the 

oeenmnces  in  a  oertain  Coneistor;  meeting 4021,  4022 

13.  Rev.  HemuDUB  Meyer  to  Revs.  Bitsema  and  De  Ronde  — 
SorpriMd  at  their  Utter  to  the  Kicgston  ConsiBtoiy  — 
Intruaion  into  hie  church  affaira  —  Demands  their  author- 
ity, divine  or  humanT  —  Their  real  design,  to  assist  mal- 
contents—  His  resolution  not  to  join  either  party  —  Is 
doing  the  work  of  an  evangelist  —  Will  give  no  account  of 
himaelf  to  them  —  May  seek  assistance  from  the  other 
ministers  against  their  intrusion  —  DischargeB  them  from 
further  responsibility  concerning  him 1022,  4023 

ADHIVISTBAHON  OF  SIR  HENRY  MOORE,  NOV.  13.  1765-1700. 


Consistory  of  New  York — Address  to  Gov.  Moore  on  his 
arrival  — The  Governor's  reply 4023,  4024 

RevB.  Bitxema  and  De  Bonde  to  the  Consistory  of  Kingston 
—  Grieved  at  the  disorders  in  their  eburch  —  Rev.  Meyer 
has  become  an  opponent  —  Have  sent  their  lost  letter  to 
Meyer  and  his  Consistory  and  his  reply  to  the  Classis  of 
Amaterdam  —  Cannot  render  Kingston  much  assistance  on 
accoimt  of  defection  of  certain  parties  —  Danger  of  bring- 
ing Bev.  Bysdyck  into  the  same  difliculties  as  Rev.  Cock  — 
Rev,  M^er  guilty  of  schism  for  not  joining  the  Conferen- 
tie,  which  is  acknowledged  by  Classis  —  Subject  to  the 
censure  of  the  Consistory  therefor  —  Consistory  must 
stand  to  their  dut^ 4025 

Other  items  in  1766 4026 

Classia  receives  letters  from  Revs.  Ritzema,  De  Ronde,  Laid- 
lie,  and  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  dated  September  and 

October,  1765   4026,  4027 

Church  of  New  York  — The  Harpending  lots 4028 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  — Abstract  of  a  letter  of  Revs.  Rit- 
xema  and  De  Konde  of  Oct.  22,  1765.  with  Abstract  of 
Minutes  of  Conferentie,  of  Oct.  S-10.  1765 --Allusions  to 
Revs.  Blaaw  and  Meyer  —  Conferentie  ministers  sign  anew 
the  Fundamental  Articles  of  the  (old)  Coetus  of  1738  — 
Affairs  at  Kingston. 

Abstract  of  letter  of  Opponents  of  English  preaching  in 
New  York,  dated  Oct.  23,  1765  —  Deplore  existing  confu- 
sion—  Complain  of  insincerity  in  Bitzema,  and  that  Laid- 
lie  has  turned  against  them  —  Will  have  recourse  to  Am- 
buaador  in  England  —  Complain  that  a  second  Engtish- 
speaking  minister  is  also  to  be  called. 
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Abstract  of  letter  from  Rev.  Archibald  Laidlie,  of  Oct. 
26,  1765 — Found  dissensions  existing  —  Resolved  to  re- 
main neutral. 

Abstract  of  letter  from  Rev.  De  Ronde  of  Oct.  29,  1765  — 
Complains  of  the  attitude  of  Rev.  Laidlie  and  of  Consist- 
ory of  New  York  toward  the  Classis;  willing  to  correspond, 
but  not  to  be  subordinate  —  Proposals  to  seek  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  English  King  against  the  Coetus 4028-4031 

Feb.        1.    Rev.  Warmoldus  Kujpers  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  from 

Curacoa 4031 

2.  Church  of  New  York  —  Receipt  for  595  guilders,  for  set  of 

music  types  —  Old  Church  to  be  repaired  —  No  more  dead 

to  be  buried  there 4031,  4032 

3.  Charges  of  the  church  of  Kingston  against  Rev.  Meyer,  de- 

livered to  the  Consistory,  with  certain  Papers,  etc. . .  4032-4035 
3.     Request  of  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  for  a  meeting  of  cer- 
tain ministers  and  elders  to  examine  charges  against  Rev. 

Meyer 4035 

5.  Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Church  of 
North  Branch  (Readington) — Rev.  Aemilius  declines  to 
come  —  Call  of  Readington  holds  good  for  some  one  else 

—  Its  very  favorable  terms  —  Question  as  to  early  minis- 
ters of  New  York  —  Recommends  aid  for  German  church.  4036- 

4038 
5.     German  church,   New   York   City  —  Request   financial   help 

from  Classis  of  Amsterdam  for  cost  of  church  building 4033 

4039 

11.  Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyk  to  Rov.  H.  Meyer  —  Requests  him  to  ap- 

pear before  Revs.  Frj-enmoet,  Cock  and  himself  to  answer 
charges  of  his  Consistory 4039 

12.  Rev.   IT.  Meyer  to   RevR.   Ry»<lyk,   Fryenmoet   and   Cock  — 

Would  be  happy  to  appear  if  their  Convention  were  a  law- 
ful and  impartial  one 4039 

12.     Consistory  of  Kingston  makes  their  complaint  against  Rev. 

Mover  to  the  Convention  which  thev  called 4039,  4040 

12.  The  protest  of  twenty-six  members  of  the  church  to  Messrs. 
Fryenmoet,  Cock  and  Rysdyk,  against  the  legality  of  their 
Meeting  —  New  Paltz,  the  nearest*  church,  not  invited  — 
Rev.  Jklcyer  willing  to  appear  before  a  lawful  Convention 

—  Present  Convention  unlawful  and  partial 4040 

12,  13.  Meeting  of  three  ministers  and  eight  elders,  at  King- 
ston to  try  Rev.  H.  Meyer  for  certain  alleged  offences  — 
Names  of  members  present  —  Reading  of  the  invitation  of 
Consistory,  of  Feb.  3  —  Petition  of  church  members  com- 
plaining  of   Rev.    Meyer  —  The    complaints,    in   general: 

His  refusal  to  be  subordinate  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 

—  In  particular:  1.  Despising  brotherly  admonitions; 
2.  Breaking  promises  to  act  in  harmony  with  the  Con- 
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sUtory;  3.  Rejecting  a  request  of  the  Consistory  to  ao- 
knowledge  "  BubordinatioD  to  the  CiassiB";  4.  Coutemp- 
tuoiiB  Bnawei  to  Coiuiatory,  respecting  a  letter  of  Revi. 
BltKOM  and  De  Sonde;  S.  Not  fulfilling  the  terms  of  hit 
G«I1,  exciting  schism,  etc. 

Rer.  Meyar  refuses  to  acknowledge  the  legality  or  im- 
partiality of  the  body  —  Trial  proceeds  without  him  — 
Charges  I,  2,  3,  had  been  proved  on  Oct.  10,  1704  — His 
refusal  to  send  letter  to  Rev.  Ritzema  on  his  subordination 

—  RnuoBB:  bis  civil  oath  —  Hia  contemptuous  conduct 
toward  the  Classia  of  Amsterdam  and  the  Conferentie  of 
Oct.  BS,  1T8S  —  Caused  discord  and  strife  —  Small  re- 
mits o(  his  ministry  —  Refused  to  obey  citation  —  Pro- 
nonnoed  guilty  ol  schism  and  contempt  of  ecclesiastical 
advice  —  Pears  as  to  the  welfare  of  the  Church  and  their 
ciTJI  (obarter)  rights,  if  not  subordinate  to  Classts  — 
Cbnrch  of  Kingston  is  subordinate  —  Proofs  —  Rev.  M^er 
attempting  to  introduce  independence  of  the  Church  of 
Holland  —  Suspended  for  six  weeks;  if  not  then  penitent, 
to  remain  under  censure  until  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 
gives  ita  decision 4041-4445 

Feb.       13.    letter  of  the  Convention  to  Rev.  Meyer,  informing  him  of 

their  decision,  his  suspension,  etc 4045 

13.    Rev.  Hermanns  Meyer's  reply  —  The  untruths  of  their  letters 

—  His  solemn  protest  against  their  unlawful  proceedings 

—  Requests  not  an  imperfect  extract,  but  the  full  minutes 

of  their  Convention 404S 

Mar.      14.    Church  of  New  York 4046 

18.  Petition  of  the  Presbyterians  of  New  York  to  the  King  for 
a  charter  —  Origin  of  the  Wall  Street  church  —  Purchase 
of  land  by  trustees  (including  certain  oMcials  in  Scot- 
land)—  Increase  of  the  church  —  Majority  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, Dutch  and  English,  are  Presbyterians;  Gospel  sup- 
ported by  voluntary  contributions;  necessity  of  incorpora- 
tions; incorporations  of  churches  of  all  denominations  in 
Mew  Jersey;  applications  to  Governors  have  been  refused, 

hence  this  application  to  the  King 404<M04S 

Apr.        7.     Classis  receives  Utters  from  Rev.  Laidlie;  from  Consistory  of 
New  York,  answer  approved;  and  one  from  the  German 

church  of  New  York 4049 

7.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Conferentie  —  Hopes  their  let- 
ter to  the  Coetus  of  June  3,  ITflS,  will  convince  them  of  the 
futility  of  their  plans;  glnd  the  supply  of  ministers  is  so 
sulBeient  —  Reference  to  possible  union  of  the  Coetus  and 
Princeton  in  calling  a  Professor  —  Refusal  of  the  Consist- 
ory of  New  York  to  appoint  elders  to  the  Conferentie  — 
Tha  elders'  complaint  that  they  have  been  ignored  for 
ywn — Their  right  to  counsel — Classis  refuses  to  exaaa 
tie  ammea  of  the  Coetua  taiaiatera  from  their  ReglftteT  — 
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Abstract  of  letter  from  Rev.  Archibald  I^idlie,  of  Oct. 
26,  1765 — Found  dissensions  existing  —  Resolved  to  re- 
main neutral. 

Abstract  of  letter  from  Rev.  De  Ronde  of  Oct.  29,  1765  — 
Complains  of  the  attitude  of  Rev.  Laidlie  and  of  Consist- 
ory of  New  York  toward  the  Classis;  willing  to  correspond, 
but  not  to  be  subordinate  —  Proposals  to  seek  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  English  King  against  the  Coetus 4028-4031 

Feb.        1.    Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  from 

Curacoa 4031 

2.  Church  of  New  York  —  Receipt  for  595  guilders,  for  set  of 

music  types  —  Old  Church  to  be  repaired  —  No  more  dead 

to  be  buried  there 4031,  4032 

3.  Charges  of  the  church  of  Kingston  against  Rev.  Meyer,  de- 

livered to  the  Consistory,  with  certain  Papers,  etc. . .  4032-4035 
3.     Request  of  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  for  a  meeting  of  cer- 
tain ministers  and  elders  to  examine  charges  against  Rev. 

Meyer 4035 

5.  Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Church  of 
North  Branch  (Readington)  —  Rev.  Aemilius  declines  to 
come  —  Call  of  Readington  holds  good  for  some  one  else 

—  Its  very  favorable  terms  —  Question  as  to  early  minis- 
ters of  New  York  —  Recommends  aid  for  German  church.  403^ 

4038 
5.     German  church,   New   York   City  —  Request   financial    help 

from  Classis  of  Amsterdam  for  cost  of  church  building 403S 

4039 

11.  Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyk  to  Rev.  H.  Meyer  —  Requests  him  to  ap- 

pear before  Revs.  Frj^enmoet,  Cock  and  himself  to  answer 
charges  of  his  Consistory 4039 

12.  Rev.  H.   Meyer  to   Revs.   Rysdyk,   Fryenmoet   and   Cock  — 

Would  be  happy  to  appear  if  their  Convention  were  a  law- 
ful and  impartial  one 4039 

12.     Consistory  of  Kingston  makes  their  complaint  against  Rev. 

Mevcr  to  the  Convention  which  thev  called 4039,  4040 

12.  The  protest  of  twenty-six  members  of  the  church  to  Messrs. 
Frj'enmoet,  Cock  and  Rysdyk,  against  the  legality  of  their 
Meeting  —  New  Paltz,  the  nearest*  church,  not  invited  — 
Rev.  iMeyer  willing  to  appear  before  a  lawful  Convention 

—  Present  Convention  unlawful  and  partial 4040 

12,  13.  Meeting  of  three  ministers  and  eight  ciders,  at  King- 
ston to  try  Rev.  H.  Meyer  for  certain  alleged  offences  — 
Names  of  members  present  —  Reading  of  the  invitation  of 
Consistory,  of  Feb.  3  —  Petition  of  church  members  com- 
plaining  of   Rev.    Meyer  —  The   complaints,    in   general: 

His  refusal  to  be  subordinate  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 

—  In  particular:  1.  Despising  brotherly  admonitions; 
2.  Breaking  promises  to  act  in  harmony  with  the  Ooii- 
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bUIotj;  3.  Rejecting  a  request  of  the  Consistor;  to  ac- 
knowledge "subordination  to  the  Classis";  4.  Contemp- 
tuoua  answer  to  Coneistoiy,  respecting  a  letter  of  Ren. 
Rituma  and  De  Roode;  5.  Not  fulQJling  the  terms  of  his 
call,  esciting  schism,  etc. 

Rot,  Meyer  tetusea  to  acknowledge  the  legality  or  im- 
partiality o(  the  body  —  Trial  proceeds  without  him  — 
Chaises  1,  2,  3,  had  been  proved  on  Oct.  10,  1704  —  His 
refusal  to  send  letter  to  R«v.  Ritzema  on  his  subordination 

—  Reasons:  bia  civil  oath  —  His  contemptuous  conduct 
toward  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  and  the  Conferentie  of 
Oct.  6-8,  1T6S  —  Caused  discord  and  strife —  Small  re- 
sults ot  Ua  ministry  —  Refused  to  obey  citation  —  Pro- 
notUKed  guilty  of  schism  and  contempt  of  ecclesiastical 
ftdvice  —  F««rB  as  to  the  welfare  of  the  Church  and  their 
ehri]  (oharter)  rights,  if  not  subordinate  to  Classis  — 
Cbnrch  of  Kingston  is  subordinate  —  Proofs  —  Rev.  Meyer 
attempting  to  introduce  independence  of  the  Church  of 
Holland  —  Suspended  for  six  weeks;  if  not  then  penitent, 
to  remain  under  censure  until  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 
gives  its  decision 4041-4045 

Letter  of  the  Convention  to  Rev.  Meyer,  informing  him  of 

their  decision,   bis   suspension,   etc 4045 

Rev.  Hermanns  Meyer's  reply  —  The  untruths  of  their  letters 

—  His  solemn  protest  against  their  unlawful  proceedings 

—  Bequests  not  an  imperfect  extract,  but  the  full  minutes 

of  their  Convention 4046 

Church  of  New  York 4046 

Petition  of  the  Presbyterians  of  New  York  to  the  King  for 
a  charter  —  Origin  of  the  Wall  Street  church  —  Purchase 
of  land  by  trustees  (including  certain  officials  in  Scot- 
land)—  InereasB  of  the  church  —  Majority  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, Dutch  and  English,  are  Preabyteriana ;  Gospel  sup- 
ported by  voluntary  contributions;  necessity  of  incorpora- 
tions; incorporations  of  churches  of  all  denominations  in 
New  Jersey;  applications  to  Governors  have  been  refused, 

hence  this  application  to  the  King 4040-4048 

Classis  receives  letters  from  Rev.  Laidtie;  from  Consistory  of 
New  York,  answer  approved;  and  one  from  the  German 

church  of  New  York 4049 

Clanis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Conferentie  —  Hopes  their  let- 
tor  to  the  Coetus  of  June  3,  1765,  will  convince  them  of  the 
futility  of  their  plans;  glad  the  supply  of  ministers  is  so 
sufficient  —  Reference  to  postiible  union  of  the  Coetus  and 
Princeton  in  calling  a  Professor  ^- Refusal  of  the  Consist- 
ory of  New  York  to  appoint  elders  to  the  Conferentie  — 
The  elders'  complaint  that  they  have  been  ignored  for 
ywTs — Their  right  to  counsel  —  Classis  refuses  to  eTa.M 
a»  oMjaeg  ot  the  Coeiue  miniatera  from  their  Eegistet  — 


Table  of  Contents. 

PAOK 

I  to  the  disaffection  existing  —  Admonition  to 
gentleneBB  —  Ber.  Mej'er  subject  to  the  ClMsis  —  Admoni- 
tion not  to  be  too  determined  on  technical  ities  —  lUfer- 
e&ce  to  De  Ronde  preaching  in  English  —  Misunderstand- 
ing of  Cluais  ftbout  the  Charter  of  Church  of  New  York  — 
The  civil  oath  —  lawsuit  sgainBt  the  Coetus  diMpproved 

—  Private  meetings  —  I^etters  from  the  "Dutch  Party" 

—  De  Ronde'i  book   404B-4O5: 

7.  CUasia  of  AmatCTdain  to  Bev.  Archibald  IrttJdlie  —  Refer- 
ences to  his  ezplanationa  of  his  course  of  action  toward 

the  two  parties  —  Uis  determination  to  remain  neutral  — 
Objectionable  features  in  the  Conferentie  partf  — Tbc  let- 
ters of  tlie  Consistory  of  1754  and  1785  as  to  their  atti- 
tude—  The  request  of  the  Claseis  that  he  would  cor- 
respond, meant  "  subordination  "  —  Proofs  —  Classis  does 
not  wish  to  exercise  "  lordship  "  —  Classis  desires  onl^  to 
assist  those  churches  which  are  oppressed,  or  disturbed 
in  their  rights,  ecclesiastical   or  civil  —  Exhortation  to 

confer  with  the  Conferentie 40S3-405( 

7.  TlM  Classis  of  AmBterdam  to  certain  members  of  the  Con- 
sistory of  New  York  —  Elders  wilt  not  attend  the  Con- 
ferentie meetings,  but  hold  themselves  to  the  old  regime 

—  But  the  Conferentie  brethren  are  subordinate  —  Should 
unite,  therefore,  with  them  —  They  are  charged  with  ambi- 
tion—  But  it  is  not  ambition  to  reaist  those  who  seek  to 
break  the  Church  Order  —  Withdrawal  from  Classis  en- 
dangers church  property  —  Doubt  as  to  their  meaning 
about  "  permitting  Bitxema  to  cease  attendini;  Conferen- 
tie meetings"  —  He  must  attend  —  Diarespectful  remarks 
about  De  Bonde  —  The  electors  of  Consixtory,  according  to 
the  Charter  —  The  contradictory  position  of  the  Consist- 
ory in  keepiuf;  away  from  the  meetings  of  the  Conferentie 

—  Exhortation  to  attend  those  meetings 4058-405) 

17.     Bev.   Samuel   Seabury   to   the   Society   for  Propasating   the 

Gospel  —  Loss  of  missionaries  by  shipwreck.  Dangers  of 
the  voyage  —  necessity  of  Bishops  in  America  —  Dangers 
of  fanatical  sects  405> 

12.  Church  of  New  York  —  Bepairing  the  old  church  (Oarden 
Street) — Bev.  De  Ronde  wants  more  money  for  house 
rent  *05i 

12.     Classis  receives  letters   from  Bev.  W.  Kuypers  of  Curacoa, 

and    from    Rev.   Bitiema 405! 

17.  Petition  of  Rev.  G.  D.  Cock  to  Gov.  Moore  —  His  call  and 
settlement  at  Camp- — T^abored  to  promote  religion  —  Dis- 
pute at  Kingston;  invitation  to  help  settle  it  —  Forced  to 
take  a  civil  oath  under  penalty,  though  guilty  of  no  mis- 
demeanor —  Said  officer  had  no  authority  thus  to  act,  but 
this  was  done  tor  partizan  church  reasons  —  Said  official 

d  bis  authority  and  should  be  punished 4059,  406t 
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me        2.     Clania  of  Anuterdkm  to  Rev.  Warmoldug  Kuf  peia 4061 

17,  M,  July  2.  Church  of  New  York  —  Repairing  the  Old 
Church  —  Income  from  property  sufficieRt  to  pay  the  sal- 
wiM  of  the  Dutch  mimBterH,  without  subscription..  4061,  4062 

tly  3.  Bar.  lAmhertua  De  Bonds  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 
His  occaaioiial  preaching  in  English  —  Does  not  interfere 
with  his  dutiea  to  his  Dutch  congregation  —  Has  given  up 
meetingB  in  private  houses  —  His  suspected  un-orthodoiy 

—  Does  not  know  of  any  effort  to  call  a  Professor  in  con- 
junction with  Princeton 4062-4065 

9.  Gennan  Church  of  New  York  —  Eev.  Kern  presented  a 
ctateraent  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  German  church 

in  this  city  —  Account  sent  to  London 4003 

10.     Church  of  New  York  —  Repairs  of  Old  Church 4065 

S2.     Articles  of  accusation  against  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of 

the  Dutch  Church  of  New  Yoric  —  Ministers  deny  them.. .  406fi 

4066 
Synodalia  —  Examination    of    the    Minutes    of    the    Synod 
by  the  Claasis  —  Good  wishes  to  the  House  of  Orange  — 

Nothing  relating  to  New  York,  etc 4006 

2S.  Lords  of  Trade  to  Go\-.  Moore  —  Refer  the  "  Petition  of  the 
Presbyterians  to  the  King  for  a  Charter  "  to  the  Governor 

of  New  York  for  hja  opinion,  etc 4067 

uly  ZO-Ang.  7.  Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Pennsylvania  churches 
warned  not  to  organiie  Classes  —  Act  of  1763  relating  to 

New  York  and  New  Jersey 4067 

^i^.         6.     Ghnrch  of  New  York  —  Repairs  to  the  Old  Church.  .  .   4067,  406(1 
13.     Opponents  of  Rev,  Meyer  t«  the  Classis  of  AmBterdam  — 
Rev.  Meyer  had  called  a  meeting  of  all  the  Dutch  churches 
for  May  S,  1766  —  Only  members  of  the  Coetus  attended 

—  Acts  of  the  Kingston  Consistory  (October,  1765)  con- 
demned and  Rev.  Meyer  justified  —  Call  sent  (or  another 
minister  for  Kingston 4068 

20.  Church  of  New  York  —  Repairs  of  the  Old  Church 4068 

21.  Rev.  Meyer  to  ClassiH  of  Amsterdam  —  Complains  of  the  ill- 

treatment  of  the  Consistory,  and  of  Cock,  Fryenmoet,  etc. 

—  Private  answer  to  be  sent 4068 

2S.     Cornelius   Clopper  of  New  York   to  Classis   of  Amsterdam 

about  minister  (or  Kingston 4069 

2B.     Church  of  New  York  —  Marriage  with  deceased  wife's  sister 

condemned 4069 

Sepi.       1.     Classis  receives  letters  from  Rev.  Rysdyk  and  Rev.  Meyer. .   4069 
30,     Oet  2,     Church  of  New  York  —  Attempt  to  make  peace  in 

the  congregation  of  New  York 4069,  4070 

OeL        t.     dMsii  approves  a  letter  to  Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyk 40TO 

S.  CIbmib  ot  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyk  —  Documents 
idnting  to  the  Meyer  trial  had  been  received . —  Action  of 
the  Oonrention  censuring  M^er  ratified  — 1(  he  continues 
to  rsfnaa  aabordiomtioa  ahould  be  removed,  aad  another 
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put  in  his  place  —  Yet  the  brethren  should  trj  to  win  him, 

a«  his  character  ia  excflllent  —  Meyer  will  be  privately 

written  to  4070,  4071 

Oct.  9.  16.  Church  of  New  York  — 12  Articles  proposed  by  the 
Consiatory  to  settle  the  dispute  in  said  church;  10  Arti- 
cles presented  by  the  Dutch  Party 4071-4073 

16.  21.     Church    of    New    York  —  Possible    for    the    partiea    to 

unite  under  moderate  counsels  —  Klectiou  of  new  Con- 
sistory,  according  to  usage,  and  the  Chart«r,  by  the  Old 

ConsiBtoiy  —  Repairs 4073,  4074 

Not.     10.    First  Charter  of  Queen's  Collc^ 4074 

11.  Petition  for  a  Charter  tor  the  Duteh  churehM  of  Marble- 
town,  etc.,  in  Ulster  County 4074,  4075 

24.    Church  of  New  York  —  Publication  of  bans  of  marriaga  — 

Record  of  baptisms  —  The  organ  —  Psalm  books 4075 

Dec       8.    Claasis  receivea  letters  from  Rev.  Fryenmoet  and  Code;  also 

from  Rev.  Meyer 407A 

S,  IS.  Church  of  New  York  —  Repairs — 1800  English  Psalm- 
books  with  the  catechism  and  Lituriiy,  to  be  published 4076 

22.  Hers.  Fryenmoet,  Cock  ar.d  Rysdvk  to  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam, respecting  churches  of  Rhinebock  and  Red  Hook  — 
A  new  call  sent  to  Holland  —  Minister  must  be  antl- 
Coetus  —  No  Conferentie  meeting  in  fall  of  1766,  on  ac- 
count of  opposition  of  Coetus  party  in  the  churcbea  — ■ 
Would  n<  allow  appointment  of  £lderB  —  Opposition  of 
Rev.  I^idlit  and  New  York  Consistory  —  Affairs  at  King- 
ston —  Ask  t  'at  ordinations  may  be  performed  in  America 

—  New  Churc  ^rganiicd  at  Red  Hook 40T6,  4077 

Other  items  in  176r  4077,  4078 

1767.  ' 

Jan.  1,  IS.  Appointment  of  John  Montayne  as  sexton,  etc. —  Duties 
in  respect  to  church  services  in  general ;  duties  in  behalf 
of  the  Consistory;  duties  in  connection  with  funerals  — 
Terms  of  the  contract  —  Baptisms,  etc 4078-4080 

Feb.  4.  Rev.  Hermanus  Meyer  to  the  ministers  who  hsd  attempted 
to  censure  him  —  Their  sentence  annulled  by  an  Assembly 

of   the  American   Church 4080 

5.  The  Convention  which  tried  Rev.  Meyer,  per  Rev.  Isaac 
Rysdyk.  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Had  receired 
Classical  letter  of  Oct.  Q,  1766;  had  tried  to  placate  Rer. 
Meyer,  but  in  vain  —  Had  sent  over  a  call  from  Kingston 
tor   another   minister 4080,  4081 

17.  Further  etTorts  of  the  Presbyterians  for  a  church  charter  — 

Desire  to  submit  facts  to  the  Governor 4081 

18.  Thirteen  members  of  the  Church  of  New  York  to  the  Classis 

of  Amsterdam  —  Their  letter  to  Consistory  of  April  7, 
1766,  was  received  —  Not  an  answer  to  Consistory's  letter 
of  Oct.  20,  1765  —  Classis  misinformed  by  Rev.  De  Ronda 
—  Requests  Clauis  to  compare  it  with  Irtter  from  Eer. 
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Ritienu  and  Laidlie  —  Lawsuit  against  the  Consietorj, 
by  the  "  J>utcb  F».ity,"  decided  against  them  —  Rev. 
I.Mdlie'i  lUcceMfnl  miniatrj'  —  Another  church  building 
needed 4081,  4082 

Mkr.       9.     Chnreh  of   New   York  —  A   committee   requested   to   trj   to 

nwke  peace  with  the  "  Dutch  Fatty  " 4082,  4083 

Z4.  Hiatory  of  attempts  to  secure  Church  Charters  (in  part)  — 
Requests  from  the  Lutherans,  New  York  City,  Feb.  8, 
1769;  from  the  Presbytarians,  New  York  City,  March  30, 
1769:  from  the  Dutch  Church  of  Orange  (Tappan),  Feb. 
9,  1703;  from  the  French  Church,  New  York  City,  March 
la,  I7S3i  second  petition  from  the  Lutherans,  Sept.  9, 
1763,  and  rejected  —  Only  Reformed  Dutch  and  Episcopa- 
liaa  ehurchea  have  received  Charters  —  Presbyterian  ap- 
plication rejected  —  Notes:  An  Episcopate  in  America; 
William  Livingston's  opinion;  Bishop  White  on  Sectarian 
Jealousies  in  the  Colony  in  17S7  —  See  Aug.  20,  1767....   4083 

4084 

Apr.  4.  0*11  for  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  College,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Charter  of  Nov.  10,  1766 4086,  4086 

6.    Claasis  approves  letters  to  Surinam,  New  York    (to  the 

Conferentie) ,  to  Rev.  VVarmoIdus  Kuypers  of  Curacoa...   4086 
6.    Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Conferentie  —  Sends  Acta  of 

Synod  to  them  4080,  4087 

G.     Claseis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Warmoli<Ma  Kuypers  —  Sends 

Acta   of  Synod    , 4087 

27,  Church  of  New  York  —  Remains  neiC.Tal  in  reference  to  the 
Coetus  and  Conferentie  —  Subscriptions  for  another 
church   building    s . . : 40S7,  40SS 

May  4.  Classis  receives  letters  from  New  York,  of  Feb.  18,  1767; 
one  from  Fryeiimoet,  Kok  and  Rysdyk  of  Dec.  22,  1766, 

with   a   call   from   Kingston 40S3 

5,  6.  Acts  of  the  Conferentie  —  Letter  of  Classis  of  April  7, 
1705,  read  — pTopoaaU  for  union  with  the  Coetua  — The 
Conferentie  to  the  Coetus  —  The  Coetus  must  subordinate 
itself  to  Classis;  delegates  to  consider  terms  must  have 
been  regularly  ordained;  the  treatment  of  others  must  be 
subsequently  arranged  for:  future  ordinations  will  be 
provideU,  for  St  subjects  —  .\  joint  meeting  on  these 
terms   to   be   held   in   October  —  Nothing   partisan   to   be 

done,  meanwhile,  on  either  side 4038,  4089 

11,23.     Church    of    New    York  —  Manor    of    Fordbora — Third 

Church  building    40S0,  4000 

tec  9,  10.  Gov.  Moore  to  the  Enrl  of  Shelburne  —  Complaints  of 
the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel,  against  the  Gov- 
ernor, concerning  their  rights  in  certain  lands  in  north- 
ern Vermont  —  Rights  of  the  Church  reserved  —  The  Gov- 
ernor builds  a  church;  townships  laid  out  fot  Ttimty 
Chunh  *ad  for  Kinga  College VWi-AS/n 
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June    12,  18.    Church  o(  Xew  York  — Third  Church  building  [Fulton 

Strwt]  4093 

July  Sf nodical   congratulations   to  the   Housp  of   Orange  —  New 

York   and   New   Jersey 4093 

8,  RemoDBtrance  of  the  "  Dutch  I'lirty  "  against  preaching  in 
English  presented  to  the  Governor  —  Review  of  privil^ca 
of  the  Dutcli  Church,  1>y  terms  of  treaty,  1664;  by  eliart«r 
of  New  York  Church,  lC!»(i;  and  by  Act  of  1765  — Grier- 
ances ;  The  English  party  petitioned  for  an  Engliah- 
Hpeaking  minister;  protest  ngainst  it,  founded  on  61st 
Article  of  Church  Government;  tlint  by  calling  an  Eng- 
lish minister  they  have  broken  the  Constitution;  they 
have  forced  a  minister  on  a.  congregation  against  the  will 
of  a  majority;  that  they  have  not  legally  laid  out  tha 
moneys  accruing  from  the  sale  of  lands  of  the  Manor  of 
Fordham;  that  the  lands  of  Harpending  lie  waste,  and 
part  of  them  are  to  be  used  tor  building  an  English 
church;  that  Dutch  catechising  had  been  forbidden;  that 
Dutch  education  is  n^lect«d;  that  Dutch  is  not  used  in 
the  forenoon  service  in  the  New  Church  (Cedar  Street); 
that  the  English  party  is  lording  it  over  th«  Dutch  party; 
that  they  are  seeking  to  misappropriate  the  funds  given 
for  Dutch  ministers  to  an  English  minister  —  They  desire 
the  Governor's  decision  and  relief  —  (See  Sept.  4).,  4094,  4095 
10.    Report  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  against  granting  a  Charter  to 

the  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  York  City  (Wall  Street).  4095 

409« 
21.    Church  of  New  York  — The  Dutch  Party  presented  t«  the 
Consistory  a  copy  of  their  petition  of  July  S  to  the  Gov. 
ernor  —  Building  of  a  third  chureh 40M 

July  28-Aug.  6.  Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Reformed  German 
Church's  views  of  the  necessity  of  ordaining  ministers  in 
America  —  No  report  on  New  York 409S-409B 

Aug.     2S.     King's   Order,   in   Council,   dismissing   the   Petition   of   the 

Presbyterian  Church  for  a  charter  — (Sec  March  24, 1767).  40»g 

4099 

Sept.  4,  10.  Church  of  New  York  —  Governor  requires  an  answer 
of  Consistory   to   the   Complaint  of  the   "  Dutch   Party," 

of  July  6  —  Such  answer  to  be  made 4099,  4100 

7.     ClaMis   approves    tetters   concerning   Poughkeepsie ;    to   the 

Convention  at  Kingston;  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York..   4100 
Classis   of   Amsterdam   to   the   Consistory   of   Curacoa  — 
Request  information  about  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers 4100 

Oct.  fl,  7,  Acta  of  the  Conterentie  —  The  case  of  Van  Hoevenberg  — 
The  answer  of  the  Coetus  to  the  proposals  for  union  un- 
satisfactory to  the  Conferentie  —  Ministers  requested  for 
North  Branch  (Readington)  and  Tappan  —  Letter  ap- 
proved to  the  Qaaais  4101,  4108 
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7.  The  Conferentte  to  the  Clasais  of  AmBterdam— r.oftrcnce 
to  their  efforta  for  union  nith  the  Coetus  —  Surprise  at 
no  kllusfon  bj  the  ClaaaiB  to  the  calls  made  —  Reference 
to  the  divided  churches  —  Their  plan  of  s  Frofeasor  in 
Kings  College  ceraus  the  plan  of  the  Coetus  for  a  Pro- 
teesor  in  a  College  in  New  Jersey,  prepared  by  the  Uni' 
reraity  of  Utrecht  —  Bev.  Cornelius  Blaaw  has  united 
irith  the  Conferentie  —  Reva.  Westerlo  and  Boelen  are  not 
allowed  to  join  by  their  people 4102,  4103 

15.    Church  of  New  York  —  New  Consistory  elected 4103 

».  Church  of  New  York  —  Request  by  the  Governor  for  answer 
to  the  complaint  of  the  Dutch  Party  made  July  t),  1767  — 
Title  page  and  Preface  to  tb«  Psalm  Book  adopted..   4103,  4104 

11.     Anawer  to  the  Bemonstratice  of  the  Dutch  Party,  of  July  6 

—  Facts  relating  to  the  call  of  an  English-speaking  min- 
iater — Charter  of  1S96  —  Consistory  has  always  elected 
their  own  luccesaors  —  This  never  questioned  until  1702 

—  Disuse  of  Dutch  language  and  loss  to  the  church  — 
Necessity  of  Preaching  in  English  —  Petition  of  2S6  per- 
sons to  call  an  English  minister,  subject  to  the  Dutch 
Constitution  —  Consultation  with  Great  Consistory  — 
Advised  to  call  such  minister  on  condition  he  should  be 
supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  and  not  from  the 
eatates  given  for  Dutch  ministers  —  Subscription  largely 
in  excess  of  necessity. 

Conaiatory  then  sought  advice  from  Claasis  of  Amster- 
dam, according  to  custom,  although  living  in  English  do- 
miniona  —  The  Dutch  Party  protested  against  the  de- 
signs of  the  Consistory,  although  many  names  in  his  Pro- 
test were  of  doubtful  origin  —  They  also  complained  to  the 
Claasis  oi  Amsterdam  —  The  Classis  approved  the  plans 
of  the  Consistory,  and  wrote  to  the  Dutch  Party  that  their 
opposition  waa  ill-advised  —  This  advice  kept  secret  — 
Only  then  waa  Rev.  Mr.  Laidlie  called,  and  the  resulta 
have  been  highly  favorable  —  The  Dutch  Party  then 
claimed  the  right  to  vote  for  Consistorymcu  —  Upon  re- 
fusal, began  a  suit,  but  the  verdict  was  against  them; 
yet  now  petition  the  Governor. 

Tbeir  reference  to  Article  51  unjust  —  Had  only  refer- 
ence to  the  French  refugees  —  Their  reference  to  Article 
8S  is  misleading  —  No  minister  has  been  forced  upon  the 
church  —  The  Consistory  has  invested  most  of  the- pro- 
oe«dB  of  the  Manor  of  Fordham  in  real  estate;  the  rest  is 
•eeore,  waiting  for  opportunities  —  The  reference  to  non- 
ait«cbiaing  in  Dutch  not  true;  aa  well  as  that  about  the 
Dutch  School;  also  about  two  English  services  in  the  new 
dnuttb  —  The  facta  of  the  case  —  One  Consistory  acts  for 
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both  partiea  — The  Dutch  Pirtj  only  one  fourth  of  the 
whole  —  Other  eipIanBtioDs  —  Proeeedings  at  the  ConjJBt- 
ory  h«Te  all  been  perfectly  rt^Iar. 

The   petition  of  the   Dutch  Party  dismiBBed,   Nov.    II, 
1767,  in  Council— (See  April  28,  1795) 41O4-4108 

28.  Gbbbis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coneistory  of  New  York,  or 
thirteen  members  of  the  uime  —  In  reply  to  their  letter  of 
Feb.  18 — 'Rejoiced  that  discorda  are  ceasing;  that  the 
lawBuit  has  resulted  in  favor  of  ConBiBtoiy;  that  the  work 
of  Rev.  Laidlie  was  proBpcring 4108 

26.  Classis  of  AmBterdaro  to  the  Revs.  Fryeamoet,  Kok  and 
Rysdyk  —  Hope  that  all  the  dUputea  may  eeaae  —  Seek- 
ing to  flit  the  call  for  a  minister  from  the  churches  of 
the  FInta  and  Red  Hook  —  Classis  ia  not  willing  to  allow 
ordinationa  in   America    4108 

25.  ClaSBis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  Conventus  held  at  King- 

ston —  Case   of   Rev.   Meyer  —  Approve    of    his   removal 

from  Kingston  — Will  seek  to  supply  bis  place 4109,  4110 

3.    Sir  Wm.  Jobnaon  to  the  Earl  of  Shetburne  —  Miseionariea 

for  the  Indians  —  Prospect  of  a  Biahoprie  in  America...  4110 

17.  Church   of   New   York  —  Accounts    for    printing   the   first 

Paalm  Book  in  English 4110 

Lutheran  Church  in  New  York  City  from  1767  to  1850....  4110 

4111 
18. 
22,  Mar.  31.     Church  of  New  York  —  Building  a  third  church,.   4111 

4112 

26.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Chartered  Society  for  Surinam 

—  About  paraonegcs  and  slavea  for  each  parsonage;  sup- 
port of  ministers'  widows;  Dutch  and  French  churches..  4112 

4113 
28.    Hon.  Wm.  Livingston  to  Rev.  Samuel  Cooper — In  reference 
to  Bishops  in  America  —  Articles  to  be  published  on  the 

subject  — The  American  Whig 4113,  4114 

11.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  appoints  a  Special  Committee  to  de- 
vise a  Plan  of  Union  for  the  Dutch  churches  in  America 

—  Classis  receives  a  letter  from  the  German  church  under 
Rev.  John  M.  Kern,  of  New  York,  asking  assistance  toward 

the  building  of  their  church 4114,  4115 

18.  Rev.  Samuel  Cooper  to  Hon.  Wm.  Livingston  —  In  reference 

to    Bishops    in    America  —  The    American    Whig  —  Civil 

and  religious  liberty    4115,  4114 

2.  Classis  writes  to  St.  Euatatius  — The  Plan  of  Union  tor 
the  New  York  churches  —  The  case  of  Rev.  Warmoldua 
Kuypers  —  Letter    to    Rev.    Mr.    Kern    approved  —  Rev. 

Warmoldus  Kuypers  and  church  of  Curacoa 4116-^118 

IS.    Anglican  Church  at  Albany  —  Petition  for  a  Charter 4118 
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Clmuis  BpprovM  letters  to  the  Conferentie  and  the  Coetu9, 
in  reference  to  a  Plan  of  Union  —  Requests  delay  of  ac- 
tion by  the  parties  in  New  Yoric  —  Plan  of  Union  to  be 
•ulmiitted  fifrt  to  the  Synod  for  its  approral  —  Action  in 
reference  to  the  case  of  Rer.  Warmoldufl  Kuypers. .   4118,  4119 

Cl«Mis  further  considers  the  case  of  Eev.  Warmoldua  Kuy- 
pers—  His  EenteDce  of  auspenaion  by  tbe  CoDsistAry  re- 
versed—  Classis  receives  a  letter  from  Church  of  New 
York,  dated  Oct.  7,  1767. 

Report  on  a  PLAN  OF  UNION  for  the  churches  of 
New  York  —  Importance  of  modifying  former  action  of 
1763  —  Evident  that  the  Conterentie  wil]  have  to  follow 
the  course  of  the  Coetus  —  Importance  of  preserving  both 
parties  to  sound  doctrine  —  Great  multiplication  of  the 
Dutch  population  —  The  change  to  the  English  language 

—  Dutch  miniBters  from  Holland  of  little  use  —  Candi- 
dates cannot  be  sent  to  Holland  in  sufflcient  numbers  — 
Undesirable  to  send  them  to  other  denominational  inBtitu- 
tions  —  The  great  necessity  of  healing  the  schism  now 
existing  in  the  Dutch  churches  —  The  Coetus  brethren 
have  obtained  a  Charter  fur  an  Academy  for  themselve:) 

—  This  will  entirely  separate  tlieni  from  the  Netherland 
Church  —  Hence  a  letter  should  be  written  to  each  party 
earnestly  exhorting  tbcn>  to  Union,  and  to  forgive  all  the 
past;  with  intimations  of  what  the  Clnsais  and  Synod 
are  doing  —  The  Coetus  is  to  be  requested  to  delay  in 
establishing  their  Academy  —  The  project  of  a  Union 
with  Princeton,  tor  educational  purposes  alone,  should  be 
duly  considered  —  A  Theological  Professorxhip  should  be 
there  established  with  a  Professor  from  Holland  —  The 
Netherland  Form  of  Church  Government  and  Doctrines 
should  be  adopted  — A  close  bond  of  connpction  with  the 
Netherland  Church  should  be  maintaincil  —  The  term 
"  Subordination "  should  be  elianged  into  "  Close  Alli- 
ance;" but  the  names  "Classes"  ami  "SJ^lod5"  should 
not  be  adopted  —  Neighborin);  ministers  nnd  churches 
should  form  a  "Conventus",  for  business;  and  once  a 
Tear  a  "  General  Coetus "  might  bo  held,  consisting  of 
delegates  from  tbe  several  "  Convcnlus "  —  This  body 
should  have  the  right  to  examine  and  ordain,  provided  a 
Theological  Professor  had  a  seat  therein  —  The  Acts  of 
this  "General  Coetus"  to  be  yearly  transmitted  to  Hol- 
land, which  sliould  give  paternal  and  fraternal  sugges- 
tiims  —  Such  is  the  tentative  "Plan  of  Union"  —  This 
Plan  to  be  aubmitted  to  the  Synod  for  its  approval  — 
Copies  sent,  tentatively,  to  the  Coetus  and  the  Con- 
ferentie 4U9-41M 
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June       6.     The  Ciaj>^is  <»f  AnKstoiilaiii  to  tin.'  (.'miiVrentic    -The  desire 

of  the  ClaHsis  for  the  preservation  of  the  received 
"  Church  Order  "  —  Elaborating  a  "  Plan  of  Union  "  for 
the  churches  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  —  Katitication 
of  the  Synod  to  be  sought  —  Request  for  delay  of  any 
efforts  in  New  York  —  A  copy  of  this  letter  also  sent  to 

the  Coetus   4126 

G.    The  Classis  of  Ambterdam  to  the  Coetus  —  Contents  same 

as  preceding  letter    4126 

July      18,  28.     The  case  of  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers  —  He  is  restored 

and  allowed  to  preach  —  Synodalia:  Reports  to 
Synod 4126-4128 

July     26-Aug.   4.     Synod   of   North  Holland  —  Classis  of  Anuterdam 

reported  their  action  in  reference  to  the  churches  of 
New  York  and  New  Jersey,  of  June  6  —  (Here  is  re- 
corded the  Action  of  the  Clansis  of  June  6,  but  in  a  differ- 
ent translation)    4128^180 

Aug.     23.     Church  of  New  Y'ork  —  The  third  building 4130 

Synodalia:  The  item  about  Plan  of  Union  of  Claasis 
for  New  York  churches,  of  June  6,  was  found  in  Minutes 
of  Synod 4180 

Sept.      5.     Acts   of   the   Deputies  —  Case   of   Rev.    Kuypers  —  Case   of 

New  Y''ork  churches  —  Action  of  the  Classis  —  Rev.  Kuy- 
pers regularly  dismissed  from  church  of  Curacoa  —  The 
delegates  to  Synod  reported  that  the  Plan  of  Union  for 
New  Y'ork  churches  was  acceptable  to  Synod  —  An  outline 
of  Plan  of  Union  to  be  sent  to  the  Coetus  and  Conferentie, 
while  being  considered  by  the  several  Classes  of  the 
Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Advice  from  the  Coetus  and 
Conferentie  soupjht  thereon 4130-4132 

Oct.         3.     Directors  of  West  India  Co.  desire  to  see  action  of  Classis 

on  case  of  Rev.  W.  Kuypers  —  Claasis  only  willing  to  read 
their  action  to  them  —  Classis  approves  letters  to  the 
Conferentie  and  to  the  Coetus,  of  almost  the  same  con- 
tents    4132,  4138 

3.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  New  Y'ork  —  Letters 
of  Oct.  7,  1767,  and  April  12,  1768,  received  —  Unable 
yet  to  fill  their  calls  for  Kingston,  The  Flats  and  Red 
Hook  —  Former  intimations  of  a  Plan  of  Union  —  Neces- 
sity of  modifying  action  of  1763  —  This  approved  by  the 
representatives  of  the  State  —  The  delegates  of  the 
Classes  requested  to  approve  it  —  Had  not  been  delegated 
for  this  —  They  request  that  it  be  sent  down  to  the 
Classes  —  Necessity  of  Union  —  Charter  for  a  separate 
College  in  New  Jersey  —  Responsibilities  thereof  —  Pos- 
sibility of  union  with  Princeton  —  Advantages  —  Dutch 
Theological  Professors  —  Conditions  for  candidates  — 
Subscription  to  Netherland  Church  Order  —  Subordination 
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vertut  CloM  Union  —  Smaller  Assemblies  to  be  called 
"  Conventiu  " ;  the  larger  ABsembl}',  a  "  General  Coetus  " 
—  Certified  copies  of  this  meeting  to  be  sent  to  Holland  — 
Bequest  the  consideration  of  this  Plan  of  Union  while 
under  consideration  of  Synod  and  Classes  in  Holland.  4133-4136 

et.  3.     ClaasiB  of  Anuterdam  to  the  Conferentie  of  New  York   (see 

preceding  letter )    4138 

13,  20,  Not.  4,  Dec.  20.  Church  of  New  York  — Vaults  — 
Trustees  for  the  revenues  of  the  North  Church  (Fulton 
Street)  appointed  —  Request  for  a  second  English-speak- 
ing minister  —  Dr.  Livingston  to  be  called 413G,  4138 

Speoial  items  in   1768 4137,  4138 

176». 

•n.       10.    Acts  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Clossis  with  the  Directors  of 

West  India  Company  r^;arding  salary  of  Rev,  Kuypers.  4138 

4139 

tax.  aO.  Chnreh  of  New  York  — Pews  —  The  new  Psalm  Book  — 
"  Coat  of  Arms  "  of  Harpending,  to  be  hung  in  the  New 

Church 4138,  4140 

21.  Rer.  John  Ritzenw  to  the  Clsssis  of  Amsterdam^ Arrival 
of  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers — Proposed  "  Plan  of  Union  " 
reviewed  —  Objections  to  the  recognition  of  the  Coetua 
on  equal  terms  —  Queens  College,  or  union  with  the 
Pre^yterians  in  their  college  —  Predicted  effects  of  an 
American  ClaBsis  —  Subordination  not  objectionable  — 
Close  Union  with  the  Netherlands  —  Benefit  of  a  Pro- 
fessorship in  Kings  College  —  Its  Episcopal  character  not 
objectionable  —  Their  willingncas  for  the  Dutch  to  have 
a  Professor  of  Theology  —  The  conduct  of  the  Coetus 
brethren  in  reference  to  the  Plan  of  Union  —  The 
churches   of   Kingston   and   North    Branch    (Readington) 

desire  ministers  4140-414S 

29.  30.  Churches  of  New  York  — Resolution  to  call  Dr.  Living- 
ston Hs  a  second  English  preacher  —  The  Call. 4145,  4148 

31.  Church  of  New  York  to  the  Professors  of  the  High  School 
and  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Necessity  of  English 
preaching  —  Their  call  of  Dr.  Livingston— His  voice  to 
be  tested  before  presenting  the  call  to  him 4146,  4147 

Afril  S.  Claisis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Conferentie  —  Reference  to 
the  letters  of  June  6  and  Oct.  3 — The  proposed  Plan  of 
Union  —  Rev.   Warmoldus   Kuypers    4147 

14.  Church  of  New  York  —  Complaint  against  doniine  De  Ronde 

for  performing  a  marriage  without  license 4147,  4148 

15.  Consistofy  of  Kingston  to  Cornelius  Clopper  —  Their  long 

waiting  for  a  pastor  from   Holland  —  Desire  return  of 

their  blank  call  4148,  4140 

C9.     An  heir  of  Harpending  desires  a  donation  —  Granted 4\4) 
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May       2,    11,    16.     Bills    for   naturalizing   all    Protestants;    passed  — 

Bill  for  incorporating  all  Protestant  churches  north  of 
Dutchess  and  Ulster  counties;  rejected  —  Bill  to  exempt 
payment  of  church  rates  in  the  lower  counties;  rejected.  4149 

4150 

3.    The  Coetus  to  the  Conferentic  —  Request  for  union  on  Plan 

proposed  by  Classis  —  ( See  May  9) 4150 

3,  4,  30.  Church  of  New  York  —  Plan  for  selling  and  renting 
pews  in  Fulton  Street  church  —  The  Plan  of  Union  — 
(See  May  9)    4151,  4152 

5.  Coetus  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Grati- 
tude for  letters  of  June  6  and  Oct  3,  1768,  proposing  Plan 
of  Union;  and  for  continued  alliance  with  Holland  — 
Attempt  to  get  a  meeting  of  Coetus  and  Conferentie  — 
Defeated  by  Kitzema  —  Had  corresponded  with  Consistory 
of  New  York  on  the  subject  —  Educational  union  with 
Princeton  hedged  with  difficulties  —  The  Dutch  more 
able  to  sustain  an  Academy  than  any  other  denomination 
—  Coetus  has  opposed  introduction  of  ministers  into 
churches  contrary  to  the  wish  of  the  church  —  Trusts 
the  Classis  will  do  the  same  —  Sad  case  of  Rev.  Her- 
manns Meyer  at  Kingston 4153,  4154 

5.  Certain  members  of  the  Conferentie  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam  —  Thank  the  Classis  for  Plan  of  Union  — 
They  wished  it  had  first  been  sent  to  America  before  sub- 
mission to  the  Synod  —  Regretted  inability  of  Confer- 
entie to  meet  with  the  Coetus 4154,  4155 

9.  Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  His 
ideas  of  the  Plan  of  Union  —  Objectionable  features  — 
Opposition  of  other  members  of  Conferentie  to  Ritzema's 
views  —  His  attempt  to  prevent  the  coming  of  Confer- 
entie ministers  to  a  meeting  with  the  Coetus  —  Their 
separate  letter  to  the  Classis  —  The  effort  of  the  Coetus 
to  obtain  a  joint  meeting  —  Their  appeal  to  the  New 
York  Consistory  to  compel  Ritzema  to  come  to  terms  — 
Letter  of  Coetus  to  New  York  Consistory  of  May  4,  offer- 
ing  to  cooperate  with  the  Consistory  for  peace  —  Com- 
plimented by  President  of  Consistory  (Laidlie)  —  Opposi- 
tion of  Ritzema  —  Contest  with  his  colleagues  —  Reply 
of  Consistory  to  letter  of  Coetus  —  Second  letter  of  Coetus 
to  New  York  Consistory  —  The  duty  of  all  to  labor  for 
union  —  The  question  of  the  Academy  to  be  treated  after 
the  Union  —  Coetus  willing  to  take  the  Plan  of  Classis  — 
The  Coetus  would  prefer  the  regular  ecclesiastical  nameft 
of  "  Synod  "  and  "  Classes  "  —  The  relation  of  the  Theo- 
logical Professor  to  the  Assemblies  —  Continued  contest 
between  Ritzema  and  his  colleagues  —  Ritzema's  sugges- 
tion that  each  one  write  separately  to  Classis  —  Consist- 
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ory  refusM  —  Keplj'  of  Consistory  to  Coetua  —  Ritzenui'i 
flnkl  dotenninatjon  to  aticlc  to  the  Constitution  —  His 
remarks  on  the  (alleged)  fBnaticiam  of  the  times  —  The 
different  churches  —  Charges  ministers  with  ignor- 
ance.   4166-4159 

Stm.y  II.  Consistory  of  New  York  to  the  ClELssis  of  Amaterdam  — 
Sorry  for  the  failure  of  a  meeting  of  Coetus  and  Con- 
(erentie  —  Urge  the  Classis  to  persevere  in  its  efforts 
for  peace  and  union  —  Certain  changes  in  Plan  suggested: 
no  uuion  with  Princeton  College  or  Kings  Collie  —  The 
united  parties  should  choose  a  Professor  —  Holland  can- 
not furnish  English- speaking  miniaters  —  Thet  the  oames 
of  Conrention  nnd  Coetua  ahould  be  changed  to  Synod 
and  Clasais  —  Possible  union  with  the  Gennsn  church  of 
Pennsylvania  —  Plan  of  Clasais  genersUy  acceptable  — 
Chureh  of  New  York  is  neutral  in  the  schiam  —  Ritzema 

excused    from    this   meeting    41fiB,  4100 

12.  Cornelius  Clopper  to  the  Classis  of  Amstordam  —  Arrival 
of  Rer.  Warmoldus  Kuypers  —  Kingston  requested  their 
blank  call  to  Classis  to  be  returned  —  Urges  Classis  to 
find  a  ministor  for  Kii^ton  41S1 

Jue  5.  John  H.  Livingston  aska  for  preparatory  examination  — 
Classis  reads  a  letter  from  Bitzema  of  March  29  —  Re- 
ferred, for  report  —  Examination  ot  John  Livingston  — 
His  licensure  to  preach   4162,  4163 

July  3.  Church  of  New  York  —  The  Dutch  ministers  asked  to  preach 
iu    the   North    Church   until   a   second   English   minister 

should  be  called  —  Ritzema  willing;   De  Ronde,  not 4163 

17.  Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Call  of  Rev.  John  Livingston,  to 
New  York  as  fourth  minister,  second  Engliah  minister  — 
Report  to  Claasis  —  Classis  receives  lettors  from  Cor. 
Clopper  of  New  York;  from  certoin  members  of  the  Con- 
ferentie;  from  the  Coetus;  from  Consistory  of  New  York; 
from  Rev.  Ritzema  —  Ultimatum  of  Classis  of  Amstor- 
dam to  the  Synod  respecting  New  York 4164.  4169 

Synodalia  —  Classis   awaits   the   action   of   Synod   on   New 
York   and   New   Jersey    ' 416« 

Jnly  35-Aug.  3.  Synod  of  North  Holland —  The  Dutch  Coetus  had 
sought  union  with  the  German  Coetua  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Dutoh  Academy  —  Christian  F.  Foering  seeks  examina- 
tion in  Synod  praises  German  Coetus  for  refusing  union 
with  New  York  Coetus  —  Classis  of  Amstordam  urged  to 

effect  union  ot  parties  in  New  York 4166,  4167 

Aag.     £1.     Church  of  New   York  —  Domine  De  Ronde  in  dispuU  with 

hia  elders  4167.  4168 

SepL  4.  Classis  of  Amaterdam  receives  advice  of  Synod  respecting 
disputes  in  New  York  —  Classis  will  wriU  to  the  Coetus, 
to  the  Conferentie,  and  to  the  Consistory  of  New  'YorV, 
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that  a  Plan  of  Union  is  in  process  of  preparation — Letter 
approved  —  John  Livingston  and  the  call  to  New 
York 4168,  *1W 

4.  The  ClaBBia  of  Amsterilam  t«  the  Coetus,  to  the  Confer- 
entie,   and   to   the   Conaiitory   of   New    York  —  Proposed 

Plan  of  Union   4189 

11,  2S,  27.  Church  of  New  York  —  Domine  De  Bonde  com- 
plained of  for  performing  a  certain  mnrriaf^ 4169-4171 

2.     John  Livingston 4171 

19,  Nov.  7.     Church  of  New  York  —  Treasurer  —  Letter  received 

from  John  H.  Livingston  —  Consistory  urges  him  to  come 
over  soon  4171,  4172 

17.  Petition  for  a  Charter  tcir  the  Newburgh  Anglican  Mission  — 

Granted 4172 

20.  Church  of  New  York  to  Rev.  John   II.  Livingston  —  Regret 

that  he  cannot  come  over  sooner  —  Urge  him  to  hasten. .   4172 

417» 

Other  items  in  1709  — Similar  items,  1770-1774 4173,  4174 

0. 

9.  John  H.  Livingston  —  Classie  of  Amsterdam  proposes  to 
transfer  the  whole  business  nboiit  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  to  the  Synod  —  Classis  returns  Kingston's  call  to 

Mr.  Clopper  —  Letter  to  him  approved 4174,  4175 

9.  Clasais  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus;  to  the  Confcrentie; 
and  to  the  Consi^lory  of  New  York  —  The  Classes  of  the 
Synod  of  North  Hollnnd  voted  not  to  allow  the  ClsHnis  of 
Amtterd.tm  to  settle  matters  in  New  York  —  Must  await 

action   of    Synod    4175 

9.     Classis   of    Amsterdam    to    Cornelius    Clopper  —  No    pastor 

yet  found  tor  Kingston  — Their  call  returned 4175 

8-27.  Various  Efforts  to  re[)eol  or  amend  the  ministry  Act 
of  1003  — Defeated  in  the  Council— (See  April  20,  1777, 

and  April   17,   1784)     4176,  4177 

11-27.     Slight  Amendment  to  the  ilinistrj'  Act  of  1603  — Change 

of  time  of  electing  olllcers 4177,  4178 

12-25.  Proposed  Aet  to  exempt  Protestants  from  compulsory 
Church  rates- Defented  in  the  Council  — (See  April  20, 

1777,  and  April  17,  17H4) 4178 

12-26.     Proposed  Act  to  fnaliic  any  Protestant  congregation  to 

hold  property  —  Defeated  in  the  Council 4178,  4179 

18,  18.     Proposed  bills  for  niituralizing  Jews;   to  take  away  dis- 

abilities from  Quakers 4179 

22.     Church  ,  of     New     York  —  Various     items  —  Peter     T-ouw, 

chorister  in  North  Church 4180 

IS.  Anglican  churches  at  Jamaica,  Newtown  and  Flushing, 
L.  I.  —  Rev.  Mr.  Bloomer  to  the  Secretary  of  Society  — 
Inefficiency  of  the  Ministry  Act  —  Sues  his  parish  for  his 
salary  —  Dissenters  oppose  an  Anglican  minister..  4180,  4181 
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1770.  PAQB. . 

Feb.      21.     Lieut.    Gov.    Colden    to    the    Earl    of    HillBborough  —  Laws 
ptuked  by  the  Aiumbly  against  compulaory  church  rates, 

rejected  bj   the  Council 4181 

Vmt.     is.     Church  of  New  York— Fulton  Street  Church 4181 

April  1.  Classis  receives  letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  Jolin  Bodgera  — 
Bev.  John  H.  LivingBton  oocepta  call  to  New  York  —  Ex- 
unined  and  ordained  for  the  church  of  New  York.  .  .4182,  4183 
9.  Church  of  New  York  —  Letter  from  Classis  of  Sept.  4, 
1769,  states  that  a  "  Plan  of  Union  "  uill  be  sent  over  — 
Governor  petitioned  for  a  patent  of  24,000  acres,  on  same 

terms  as  given  to  the  Anglican  Church  —  Granted 4183 

16.     Anglican   Church  at  Newburgh   petition    for   a    Charter  — 

Granted 4183,  4184 

30.    Church  of  New  York  petition  tor  anotlier  patent  in  Glou- 
cester coun^    4184 

Hay       10,    30.     Church   of   New    York  —  Rev.    Dr.    Livingston    accepts 

their  call  —  Clock  given  for  Tower  of  North  Churcb.  4184,  4185 
Jaii«        2.     Reports  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  on  the  application  of  Kings 
College,   New   York   for   the    privileges   of   a   University, 
and  for  remisaion  of  certain  quit  rents  —  Sketch  of  Dr. 

Cooper 4185 

14.     Church  of  New  York 4186,  4187 

Juljr  Christianized  Indians  want  a  missionaTy  to  instruct  them.  .  .   4187 

4188 
Synodalia:  Classia  receives  report  from  the  several  Classes 
of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland;  not  allowed  to  act  inde* 
pendently  in  reference  to  the  Bcbism  in  New  York  — 
Classis  resigns  control  of  affairs  in  New  York;  leaves 
everything  to  the  Synod;  surrenders  all  correspondence 
on  the  subject  to  the  Synod  —  Classis  rtceivea  a  letter 
from  the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  New  York  for  the  Synod 

of  North  Holland  — (See  Sept.  3) 4188,  4189 

July  31-Aug.  9.  Synod  of  North  HollBnd  — Rev.  Christian  F.  Foer- 
ing  allowed  to  become  pastor  of  certain  churches  —  Acts 
of  the  Classis  on  New  York  and  New  Jersey  —  Classia  of 
Amsterdam  informs  Synod  thnt  it  relinquishes  case  of 
New  York  churches  —  Synod  requests  Classis  to  keep 
oversight  of  those  chiirchei  —  Tlie  letter  from  Presby- 
terian Synod  of  New  York,  asking  correspondence  —  Re- 
port on  Dr.  Livingston's  onlinntinn  and  settlement.  4189,  4190 
Ai^-  13'  2'*-  Church  of  New  York  — Letter  received  from  Dr.  Liv- 
ingston respecting  his  arrival  —  Church  receives  a  grant 
from  the  Governor  of  the  "Township  of  Leyden"  —  Trus' 

tees  transfer  title  to  Consistory 4190,  4191 

Sept.       3.     Cl««iis    delivers    the    Latin    letter    from    the    Presbyterian 
Synod  of   New   York   to  the  Synod  of  North   Holland  — 

Answer  sent   4191 

A.     C3inreh  of  New  York— .4rriral  of  Dr.  John  H.  l-ivingstoti.  4\fl\ 
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1770.  PAJIE. 

>et.  1.  CUmU  resolves  to  act  on  the  HUggeition  of  tlie  Synod  of 
July  31,  and  carrjr  on  negotUtion  for  peace  in  New 
York  as  soon  as  they  lenm  (unofficially)  the  action  of  the 

Kveral    Clossea     41M 

10.     ConsiBtorf  of  Kingston   to  Classia  of  Anuterdam 41VS 

JOHN,  LORD  DUNIIORE,  GOVERNOR.     OCT.  10,  1770-1771. 

25.     Church  of   New  York  —  Address  to  the  new  Gorernor,  the 

£aTl  o(  Dunmore ;  with  his  reply   4103 

1771. 
Ian.       7,  S,  £0.    Bills  proposed  for  any  ProUstant  church  in  Albany 
county  to  hold  real  estate  —  Passes  in  House  —  Defeated 
in  Council  4103 

8.  All  the  Classes  of  Synod  of  North  Holland  consent  to  au- 
thorixing  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  settle  finally  afTairs  of 
New  York  —  Letter  of  church  of  New  York  of  May  II, 
1760,  read  — Answer  approved  —  Letters  to  the  Coetus, 
to  Conferentie,  to  Rev.   Ritzema  approved 4104 

8.  Claaais  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York  — 
Ordination  of  John  II.  Livingston  ^-  Certificate  of  Ordi- 
nation—  Congratulations  to  the  church  —  Action  of  the 
Synod  and  the  Classes  —  Exhortation  to  persevere  in 
efforts  for  peace  —  Sorry  at  the  failure  of  the  parties  to 
meet  —  Ritxema's  position  —  Joy  that  the  Classioal  Plan 
of  Union  is  approved  —  No  union  with  Princeton  —  Dis- 
approve of  union  with  Kings  College  —  Profeaaors  should 
be  appointed  —  Conditions  of  licensure  —  The  names 
"Synod"  and  "Classis"  not  allowed  —  Diffleultiea  of 
union  of  the  Dutch  and  German  churches 4104,  4105 

8.  Classie  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  Jan.  8, 
1771 — Action  of  the  Synod  and  the  Classes  —  Sorry  at 
the  failure  of  the  parties  to  meet  — Great  cost  of  running 
an  Academy  —  Relinquish  union  with  Princeton  —  Pro- 
fessors should  be  appointed  —  "  CIohc  relation  "  vtrtus 
"Close  eccleBinstirnl  relations"  —  Object  to  the  use  of 
words  "  Synod  "  and  "Clnsaes"  —  Supposed  evil  results  — 
Refused  to  dismiss  Rev.  Mryer  from  Kinf^ton  —  Their 
disinterested  deHire  for  the  welfare  of  the  American 
churches 4106.  4107 

8.  Classis  of  .^mslcrdnm  to  the  Conferentie  of  New  York  — 
Various  letters  received  —  All  referred  to  the  Synod —  . 
The  letters  of  the  Conferentie  and  of  Rev.  Ritzema  pre- 
vented peace  —  ClaBsis  about  to  relinquish  the  whole  busi- 
ness—The SjTiod  requested  us  to  persevere  —  The  uncer- 
tain position  of  Rev.  Ritzema  —  Classis  doubts  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  Conferentie  —  If  they  desire  peace,  why 
refiiM  the  frsternal  hand   4107,  4108 
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1771.  PAIB. 

J«a.      21.     Chlirch    of    New    York  —  Petition    in    bcbaif    of    Van    der 

Small  — Vftiioiu  items    4198,  4189 

28.     OoniKil  faila   to  aet  on   Bill   from   the   Assembly   allowing 
all  ehurchea  in  county  of  Albany  to  hold  real  estate  for 

chureh   support    41M 

April       8.     Letters  to  New  York  dated  Jan.  8,  have  been  sent 4200 

SO,  Uay  6,   19,  20.    Church  of  New  lork  — Rules  about  the 
Lord's      Supper  —  Family      Visitation  —  Doctrine  —  He- 

pairs  —  Chorister 4200,  4201 

Jnne        3.     Rer,    Henry   O.   Brower   ordained  —  T-etter   from   Kingston 

read  in  Qassia    4201 

S.     Church  of  New  York  — Repairs 4201,  420K 

Jolj  8,  15.  Church  of  New  York  —  Settiemeiit  of  the  Land  granted 
to  the  Church,  the  "Township  of  Leyden  "  —  Address  to 
Ooremor  Tryon  —  His  reply  4202,  4203 

WILLIAU  TRYON,  LAST  ROYAL  GOVERNOR.     JULY  9,  1771-1777. 

21.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  —  Had 

not  been  able  to  And  a  minister  for  them  —  Unwilling 
also  formally  to  dismiss  Rev.  Meyer,  at  present,  on  ac- 
count of  the  prospects  of  peace  between  the  Coetus  and 
Conferentie  —  Free  to  seek  a  pastor  for  themselves 4204 

22.  Utter  to  Church  of  Kingston  approved  by  Classis 4204,  4206  . 

24.    Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Com- 
plains of  the  charges  that  he  is  responsible  for  the  failure 

to  secure  peace  —  Declares  it  not  true  that  nine-tenths  of 
the  people  are  in  favor  of  the  Classical  Plan  of  Union; 
that  Rev.  Laidlie  says  subordination  Is  absurd;  that  he 
himself  stands  in  no  special  relationship  to  the  Episco- 
palians, because  of  hia  being  a  Director  in  Kings  College 
—  He  submits  a  Plan  of  Union  of  his  own;  that  all  corre- 
spondetice  heretofore  be  burned ;  that  a  "  Notherland 
Church  in  North  America  subordinate  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam  and  the  Synod"  be  organized;  that  all  German 
and  Dutch  churches  he  invited  to  send  deleKutes;  that  all 
sign  the  Formula  of  Unity;  that  a  Professor  of  Theology 
be  called  from  Holland,  to  have  no  connection  with  the 
Presbyterians  or  Episcopalians;  Hint  the  Assembly  shall 
be  divided  into  bodies  according  to  the  provinces,  with 
del^utes  exchanged;  that  the  ClasEiis  and  Synod  shall  de- 
cide whether  those  ordained  by  the  Coetus  shall  be  re- 
ordained  4205,  4206 

JbIj  30-Atig.  8.  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  —  All  the 
Classes  of  this  Synod  have  agreed  to  leave  the  settlement 
of  the  Affairs  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 
Action  of  the  Synod  last  year  referred  to,  requesting  the 
Bcveral  Classes  to  report  their  views  direi^ly  to  C\aMU 
of    Amsterdam  —  That     Classis     resumes     oversight     ot 
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ehurchei  of  New  York  —  Tfaeir  letters  to  the  Coetiu,  to 
the  Conferentie  and  to  the  ConsiBtoiy  of  New  York,  pro- 
pMing,  tentatively,  a  Plan  of  Union ;  that  thej'  could  not 
allow  the  use  of  the  names  "Claaais"  and  "Synod"; 
that  tho  union  with  the  German  Church  belongs  to  the 
Bynods  of  North  and  South  Ilolland ;  that  they  must  give 
up  their  Plan  of  an  Academy  i  that  a  Professor  of  The- 
ology should  be  called  from  Holland;  that  they  should 
earnestly  strive  to  unite  in  love  and  peace  —  No  reply 
from  New  York  yet   received  —  Letter   of   Presbyterian 

Synod  had  been  answered   4207,  420B 

Synodalia  —  Orange  Nassau  —  The  report  of  Classls  Is  in- 
serted in  Minutes  of  Synod 420S 

4.  Church  of  New  York  —  Plans  for  settling  "Township  of 
Leyden "  —  Invitation  by  Circular  Letter  to  all  the 
churches  to  a  General  Convention 4208,  4209 

8,  Church  ot  New   York  —  Answers  to  the  Circular   Letter  — 

Del^ntes  appointed  to  the  Convention  —  Consideration  of 
the  Form  of  Government  —  Conditions  of  aubacription  by 
the  New  York  delepatcs  to  the  Pinn  of  Union  ^Domine 
De  Ronde  to  preach  a  Rcrninn  of  M-olcome  to  the  Conven- 
tion, with  earnest  wishes  for  a  blessing 4200,  4210 

9.  Church  of  New  York  —  Deacons'  money 4210 

16-18.     General    Convention    ot    the    lieformed    Church    in   New 

York —  " ARTICLES  OF  UNION"  adopted 4210-4218 

16-18.  The  "CHURCH-ORDER"  now  formally  adopted,.  4218-4226 
18.  "  The  General  Convention  "  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 
Classical  letters  to  the  Coetus,  to  the  Conferentie,  to  the 
Consistory  of  New  York,  duly  received  —  Invitation  to  a 
General  Convention  —  General  attendance  —  Minutes  of 
the  Convention  sent  to  the  Claaaia  —  Ask  for  approbation 
of  Classis  —  Importance  of  this  for  the  peace  of  the 
churches  —  Request  a  speedy  answer  — Rev.  Meyer  agrees 

to  the  Articles  of  Union 4226,  4227 

30.  Church  of  New  York  —  Conaiatory  approved  the  "  Plan  of 
Union"  —  To  write  to  Classia  of  Amsterdam  —  To  write 
to  Consistory  of  Kingston,  with  copy  of  "  Plan  of  Union".  4227 
18  [3Dth].  Conaiatory  of  New  York  to  the  Claasis  of  Amsterdam 
—  The  call  of  Dr.  Livingston  —  Their  "Circular  Lett«r" 
inviting  the  churches  to  a  General  Convention — The  ac- 
complished union  —  Hope  tor  Classical  ratification  without 
any  essential  changes  —  "  Particular  "  and  "  General  As- 
semblies  ",  instead  of  "Classes"  and  "Synods"  —  The 
Dutch  Church  recognised  by  the  Civil  Authorities  as  a  Na- 
tional Church  —  Surrounded  by  several  Denominations  — 
Will  hold  to  the  "Doctrine";  and  to  the  "Form  of  Gov- 
ernment" so  far  as  possible  —  Hope  to  establish  a  flour- 
ishing church,  and  a  "  Pella  "  for  the  oppressed 4227,  4288 
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Sor.      12.    Ker.  Thomu  CUrk  to  lUr.  EiUrdUE  Weaterlo  —  CongratulA- 

tion  on  Dutcli  Ctiuicb  peace  and  union 4228,  4220 

27.  Ber.  John  Ritiema  to  the  ClassiB  of  AmsterdRin  —  Had  re- 
ceiTod  so  aaiwer  to  liU  "Defence"  written  to  the  ClassiB 
—  Had  withdrawn  from  the  General  Convention  —  Could 
not  agree  with  his  ConeiBtor^  —  DiBsatiafied  that  Ber. 
Mejer  was  invited  to  the  ConTention,  as  well  as  the  unor- 
dainad  miniatera  of  the  Coetua  —  Only  half  the  Canferentie 
brethren  present,  wlio  were  compelled  to  agree  —  Awaits 

<lei;iiion  of  Classis   4280 

30.  Conebtory  of  Kingston  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam —^  In' 
vited  to  the  General  Convention;  two  elders  delegated  to 
attend,  but  without  authority  to  subscribe  the  Articles  — 
Do  not  wish  to  tuive  Rev.  Meyer  thruat  upon  them  —  Not- 
witlutonding  the  censure,  he  has  continued  to  ofliciate  in 
private  houBea  —  Have  no  objection  to  his  restoration  to 
service,  but  not  to  their  church  —  Have  called  another 
minister  —  Rev.  Meyer'a  letter  of  Feb.  4,  1767,  of  following 
import:  After  censure  on  him  he  had  called  a  meeting 
of  ministers  and  elders,  who  tiad  annulled  the  censure  — 
They  bad  not  yet  received  their  "returned  Call"  —  They 
assert    that   Rev.    Meyer    is   boasting   of   the    refusal    of 

Claasia  formally  to  dismiss  him  from  Kingston 4220,  42^0 

Notes  of  a  legal  argument  before  the  Court  of  Chancery  on 
behalf  of  the  Anglican  minister  at  Jamaica,  sustaining  the 
legality  of  the  Ministry  Act  of  16S3 4231-4234 

1778. 
Jan-       10.     Deputies   of   Classis   must  not   enter   into   any   negotiations 
with  Coetus  of  New  York  without  permission   of  Synod 
and  Classis  4234 

14.  Classis  reads  letters  from  the  Union  Convention  at  New 
York;  from  the  Consistory  of  New  York;  the  Plan  of 
Union  —  Joy  of  Classis  —  Classis  approved  answers  to 
said  Consistory  and  General  Convention 4234 

14.  The  Claasis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Union  Convention  at  New 
York  —  Had  TMeived  their  letter  and  the  Articles  of 
Union  —  Their  Ay  —  Reference  to  the  zeal  of  the  Con- 
sistory of  New  York  to  promote  union  —  Plan  of  Union 
approved  —  Permits  additions  to  the  Plan  for  the  welfare 
of  the  cbuTchea  —  Should  seek  reconciliation  of  the  Church 
of  Kingston  and  Rev.  Meyer  —  Hopes  the  Plan  will  secure 
complete  harmony  —  Desires  their  close  alliance  to  the 
Mother  Church  —  Civil  benefits  of  such  relation  —  Bene- 
dictions invoked  upon  the  American  Church 423S,  423a 

14,  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  fJonsistory  of  New  York  — 
Joy  of  ClassiB  at  the  Union  effected  by  action  of  said 
CtHulstory  to  briog  the  partioa  together  —  ExhortAtiou  to 


xliv  Table  of  Contents. 

1TT2.  wtm. 

further  effort*  tor  pe*c«  —  Further  detailfl  left  to  the  Gen- 
eral ABsembly  —  The  ProfsMorate  —  Might  fliiJ  a  Pro- 
fessor Among  themselvea  4237,  423S 

Feb.       3,  17,  March.    Church  o(  New  York  —  Collectione  for  families 
of  prisoners  —  Scats  in  th«  North  Church  —  Amount  of 

collection  —  Annuity  to  widow  of  domine  Boel 423S 

German  Reformed  Church  at  Albany  —  Lottery  proposed  for 

its  benefit   4238,  4239 

Mar.    £2.     Call  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  of  New  York  on  Bey. 

Christian   F.   Foering 423S,  424» 

April      6.     Classis   Teceives   letters    from   Consistory   of   Kingston   and 

from  Rev.  Ritzema 4240 

23,  27.  Consistory  of  New  York  reads  letter  from  CluBsia  of 
Jan.  14  —  Another  Circular  Letter  to  be  prepared  for  a 
second  Convention  —  Funds  given  for  a  Public  School. . .  4240 

4241 

June       I.    Classis  reads  a  letter  from  Dr.  Livingston 4241 

I.  ClBBsis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Brethren  of  the  United  Assem- 
bly —  Sends  Jlinutes  of  Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Con- 
gratulations     4241 

12.    Church  of  New  York  —  Items  of  business 4242 

14.     German   Reformed   Church.  New   York  —  Send  delegates  to 

Second  Convention  to  sign  the  Articles  of  Peace 424E 

16.  Second   Convention    of   Reformed   Church    in    New   York  — 

Classis  has  ratilled  the  "Articles  of  Union"  of  Oct.  1771 

—  Subscription  to  them  by  most  of  the  ministers  and 
churches 4242-4248 

17.  Second  Convention  of  Ministers  and  Elders   to  the  Classis 

of  Amsterdam  —  Called  t'other  by  the  Consistory  of 
New  York  —  Gratitude  for  their  letter  of  Jan.  14,  ap- 
proving the  Articles  of  Peace  —  The  Union  consummated 

—  Expect  now  to  make  progress  —  Ask  prayers  of  Classis.  424B 

4240 
July        T,  14.     Church   of    New    York  —  Aid    sought    from    Ltroenberg, 
Nova  Scotia  —  Items  —  Rev.  De  Ronde  asks  permission 
to    visit    Holland    after    death    of    his    mother — Leave 
granted ^ 4249,  4250 


letter     from  Kiingston  —  Synodalia 

I  oTthi 


classis  perceives  the  insertion  or  their  report  on   foreign 

affairs    4250 

July  28-Aug.  fl.  Synod  of  North  Holland  —  l'e"nsylvnnia  Coetus  re- 
fuses to  unite  with  Coetiis  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey 
—  Rev.  Focring's  marriage  —  Church  of  Amwoll  —  Affairs 
of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  committed  entirely  to 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  ~-  The  Union  Convention  of  Octo- 
ber, 1771  —  Success  of  efforts  (or  Union  —  Minutes  of  the 
Convention  —  Letter  of  Convention  aaks  for  speedy  ap- 
proval of  the  Plan —  Letter  from  Consistory  of  New  York 
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aiking  that  Clauia  would  approve  the  Plan  rs  amended  — 
The  DameB  of  the  EccloiiMtiCHl  Bodieii  —  Difllcultf  of 
ClaeiiB  underBtauding  circumstnnees  in  Npw  York  —  The 
■peed;  approbstion  of  the  Plan  of  Union  by  the  ClaBsie  — 
Letter  from  the  PreBhj>terian  Synod  of  New  York  aaking 
for  eorraspondence  4260-4252 

Church  of  New  York  —  Rev.  De  Bonde  again  requests  con- 
tinuance of  hia  Balary  during  his  absence  in  Holland  — 
Action    of    Consistory   thereon 4£S2 

Church  of  New  York  appoints  delegates  to  the  newly  estab- 
lishad   "General   Meeting" 4262 

General  Meeting  of  Mintstera  and  Elders  —  Approves  calls 
on  Ren.  Meyer  and  Bysdyk — Arrangementa  for  General 
and  Particular  Meetings  —  Professorate  —  Studenta  — 
Case    of     Rev.    Meyer 4252-4SG4 

General  Meeting  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  to  Clasaia  of 
Amsterdem  —  Hnd   received   the   Acta   of   Synod   of    1771 

—  Their  efforta  to  win  the  yet  disaffected  —  Aak  advice 
of  Classis  —  Send  Minutes  of  their  Meeting  of  October, 
1772   42S4 

Church  of  New  York  —  Expenses  in  connection  with  English 
worship  —  English   Psalm   Book    4254,  4255 

Rev.  John  Arondeus  to  Clnasis  of  Amnterdara  —  Hia  life  in 
Denmark  —  Lost  his  property  —  Came  back  to  New  York 

—  Pulpits  closed  to  him  —  Preaching  in  private  houses  — 
Reference  to  old  disputea 42S5,  4254 

Church  of  New  York  —  Disposition  of  the  collectiona  in  the 
Old  Church  and  the  New  Church ■1259 

Trustees  of  Queens  College  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Have 
obtained  a.  charter  for  a  College  —  The  name  —  Importance 
of  B  proper  Preaident  —  Request  Claaais  to  correspond 
with  the  Faculty  of  Utrecht  —  Qualificntions  needed  — 
Suggest  Profeasor  Bonnet  —  Adviint:tgc<<  of  the  position.,.   4256 

4257 


Governor  Tryon  to  the  Earl  of  Dnrlmoiith  —  Grants  to 
domine  Dellius  on  e:ist  side  of  Lake  Champlain  —  Proof 
of  right  of  New  York  to  said  lands 4257 

Classis  receives  letter  from  New  York  with  Acts  of  General 
Meeting  in  June  1772  —  Sixty-two  churches  in  the  Union 

—  Letter  to  New  York  approved 4258 

Clauia  of  Amsterdam  to  the  General  Meeting  in  New  York 

—  Had  received  letters  and  Acts  of  the  Assembly  —  Joy 
at  Buecess  of  Plan  of  Union  —  Thanks  to  the  parties  writ- 
ing to  ClsBsis  —  Congratulations  and  good  wishes..   425b,  4259 

Cbnrdi  of  New  York  —  Chorister 4150.  42.Wi 
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Har.  IT,  10,  20.  Church  of  New  York  — A  pnson«r  lor  debt  —  Condi- 
tions for  Mw  ichoolmsBter  —  Call  of  Peter  Vaji  Bteen- 
burgh «eO,  4201 

Aptil      S.    Clucia  reads  letter  from  Rev.  Arondeui  in  New  York 1262 

iS».y  3,  24,  June  2,  4.  Church  of  New  York  —  New  icbool  house  — 
Aimait;  to  schoolmaster's  widow  —  Settling  the  town- 
ship  of   Leyden    42«2 

June  3.  The  General  Assembly  of  New  York,  per  Bev.  Jacob  R. 
Eardenberg,  to  the  ClaBsis  of  Amsterdam  —  DeUyi  in 
sending    letters  —  Sending    a    copj    of    Queens    College 

Charter «63 

22,  July  2.  Church  of  New  York  —  King  remite  the  quit-rents 
of  township  of  Leyden  —  A  silver  salver  presented  to  Bar. 
Maas,  minister  at  St.  Croix,  for  several  services  —  Thanks 
to  the  King  for  remission  of  quit-rents 4263,  4264 

July  10.  Classia  hears  extracts  from  Minutes  of  General  fleeting  in 
New  York,  October,  1772  —  Classis  requested  to  continue 
correspondence  with  New  York  —  Report  to  Synod  — 
Bynodalia  —  Classia  congratulates  the  House  of  Orange- 
Nassau   4264 

Julf-Aug.     Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Minutes  of  Xcw  York  Assembly 

—  Classis  rcqueiitcd  to  continue  correspondence  with  New 
York 42fl4 

Aug.       6,  26,  31,  Sept.  IB.     Church  of  New  York  —  New  School  Houm 

—  Conditions   for   free   scholars  — Township  of  Leyden  — 
Choristers  —  Delegates  to  General  Uci'ting 4264,  4263 

Oct.  4.  Clasais  hears  a  letter  from  New  Brunwsick ;  another  from 
Raritan;  also  one  from  Professor  Burmannus,  that  the 
Faculty  of  Utrecht  might  recommend  a  Professor  of  The- 
ology and  President  tor  the  New  Jersey  College  —  Fointe 

of  answer  to  Prof.  Burmannus 4265-4267 

4.     Church  of  New  York  —  Items  —  Plan  tor  vaults 4267 

6-6.  General  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  —  Beport  con* 
cerninfi  Kingston  and  Rev,  Meyer  —  The  Professorship  — 
Proposition  of  the  Trustees  of  Queens  College  —  The  En- 
dowment—  Subject  recommended   to  attention  of  Classis 

—  Circulation  of  Acts  of  Synod  of  North  Holland  —  List 

of  ministers 4267-4260 

8.  General  Meeting  of  New  York  and  Now  Jersey  to  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam  —  Acta  of  1772  s-ent  to  Classis  — Design  of 
Queens  College  —  r.xjcatcd  at  Brunswii-k  —  Proposition 
from  the  Trustees  of  Queens  College  —  Institution  gener- 
ally  favored  —  Endorse  action  nf  Trustees  to  have  Classis 

recommend  a  President  and  Professor. .   4260,  42T0 

0.  Classic  of  Awsterdnra  to  Professor  Burmannus  —  Letters 
from  New  Jetsoy  objectionable  —  Do  not  agree  with  Acts 

of  General  Meeting  of  New  York 4271 

Rev.  A.  Helffenstein  to  Bev.  Christian  F.  Foering 4271,  4272 

Ifor.      23.     Church  of  New  York  —  Cost  tA  the  n«w  School  House 427* 
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hn.      1.  ChuTch  of  Naw  York— Appointment  of  John  Vredenburg. .  4278 

10.  Church  of  New  York^Tariona  itema 4273 

11.  CUMb  ■pproTM  letter  to  Oeneral  Meeting  at  New  York; 

Klao  to  Prof MMr  Bumuimiu 4273 

II.     CUs«ls  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Oeaerat  Meeting  at  New  York 

—  The  ProfewoTBhip  —  Seems  to  conflict  with  a.  letter 
from  New  Bruiuwick  about  Quoena  College  and  its  plans 

—  ClaBsii  can  do  nothing  at  present 4274,  4275 

M.       7,  8.     Church    of   New   York  —  One   hundred    pounds   collected 

for  the  poor  —  Arrangemeuts  for  its  distribution  —  Map 
of  the  township  of  LcgideD  with  a  de»cription  of  each  por- 
tion     4276 

16.    Bill  to  include  lands  of  the  church  in  Schenectady  in  the 

county  of  Albanj,  iu  the  district  of  Schenectady 427G 

Ksr.      4,  4.     Church  of  New  York  —  Request  from  Rev.  De  Ronde  for 
continuance  of  his  salary  while  in  Holland  —  Refused  — 

It«ma 4276,  4276 

22,    Application  for  a  Charter  Ity  Reformed  Church  of  Pough- 

keepsie 4276 

tpr.       11.     Classis   receives   letter  and   ."Vets   from   CJeneral   Meeting  in 

New  York  4270 

24.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Prof.  Bvimmnmi.s  nt  L'troclit  — Re- 
quests him  to  BUg)^nt  a.  proper  pcrnoii  for  Professor  of 
Theology  tor  New  York 4276,  4277 

[aj        4.     Theological  Faculty  of  Utrecht  to  the  Clasaid  of  Amsterdam 

—  They  return  the  Acts  of  the  New  York  Meeting  — They 
leave  the  choice  of  a  Professor  to  the  Classia 4277 

OH  •.  Classia  approves  a  letter  to  (Jeneral  Meoling  in  Xew  York. .  4277 
S.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Professor  Bonnet  —  I..etter  from 
Faculty  of  Utrecht  received  promising  to  recommend  a 
Professor  for  New  York  —  Clasaia  will  enquire  what  salary 
is  proposed  for  him,  etc. — But  Dr.  Livinjjafon's  name 
occurs  to  Cloaais  as  a  suitable  Professor  —  Faculty's  opin- 
ion asked  about   him ". .   4277,  4278 

9.  Professor  Bonnet  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Faculty  unani' 
moualy  endorse  Dr.  Livingston  for  Professor  in  America  — 
Peculiar  qualifications  for  tljat  field  —  If  he  is  not  accept- 
able, amount  of  salary  proposed  should  he  communicated 
to  Classis 4278 

IS.  Classis  of  Am8t«rdam  to  the  General  fleeting  in  New 
York  — Had  received  letter  and  Act"  of  1773  — Joy  at 
common  plan  for  a  Professor  in  Queens  College  —  Request 
for  details  as  to  emoluments  and  duties  —  Suggest  Dr. 
Livingston  for  Professor  —  Joy  that  Kingston  had  ap' 
proved  Articles  of  Union  —  Exertions  should  be  made  to 
get  all  the  churches  to  sign  those  Articles  of  Union.  427S,  4279 

29.     Call  of  Rsv.  John  O.  Gebbard  to  German  Church   of  Npw 

Twk «1ft,  «W 
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Julf  IS.  DeputiM  rend  a  tetter  tnaa  Prof.  Bonnet  that  Dr.  Living' 
BtoQ  woiUd  be  acMptaUe  nM  Professor  in  New  York  — 
Answer  approved  —  Sjnodalia  —  Congritulations  to  House 
of  Orange  4280,  4281 

Jnljr-Ang.  Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Extrarts  of  .Minut«a  of  General 
Mmtinfc  in  New  York  ^~  Letter  from  Now  York  about  tbe 
ProtpBRorBhip  —  Classia  of  AmBterdBin  requeeted  to  oon- 
tinup  rarreapondeDce  with  New  York 4281 

Sept.  19.  Church  of  New  York  —  Delegates  appointed  to  the  emaller 
Ansemblj  (or  ClBsais) — TraniartiooB  thereof,  aa  well  aa 
of  the  Larger  Auemblj',  to  be  commuiiieated  by  tiK  del«' 
F;atee  to  the  Conaistory 4281 

Oct.  4-7.  General  Meeting  of  Ministprn  and  Elders  —  Letter  read 
from  Classit  of  Amsterdam  —  I-etter  from  the  Trustees  of 
Queens  Colle^  ~  Signing  the  Articles  of  Union 42S1-42BS 

Not.  2],  24.  Church  of  New  York  — Church  of  Dover,  N.  Y.,  peti- 
tions for  copies  of  Psalm  Books  —  Petition  granted  —  Sp^ 
rial  collection  for  tbe  poor 4283,  4284 


1775. 

Jan.      12.     Church  of  New  York  —  Itemi. 4284 

20.     Indians  complain  of  a  certain  missionary  to  Colonel  John- 
son     4294.  428ft 

26.     Amendment  to  MJnititrj'  Act  of   1693  —  Change  of  time  for 

aBseseing  and  collecting  church  rates 4289 

Fab.       9.    Church  of  New  York  —  Itums  —  Decrease  of  price  for  Foalm 

Books   42S.->,  428» 

Har.       B.     Church  of   New   York  —  Items 4288 

Apr.  General  Meeting  of  ministers  and  ciders  —  Letters  from 
Ctassis  of  Amsterdam  —  The  Professorship  —  Condition  of 
our  country     4286,  4287 

Uay  4.  Earl  of  Dartmoutli  to  Governor  Tryon  —  Petition  of  the  Pres- 
byterian end  PutL'h  churches  to  increase  the  number  of 
members  in  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Denominn- 
tionnl  Cliartera   4287 

July      17.     Synodolia  —  The  ClasMtt  has  received   no  information  from 

the  American  churches 4288 

July  25-Aug.  3.  S.viiod  of  North  lloUnncl  —  No  information  communi- 
cated by  tlie  CloB^is  owing  to  the  troubles  in  America. . .  4288 

Aug.      10.     Church  of  New   York  —  Items 4288 

Sept.       4.     The  DeputatI  of  ClHfisia  sre  receiving  no  letters  from  New 

York 4288 

Oct.         3.     Genera.1   fleeting   of   Ministers   and   Elders  —  Case   ot   Rev. 

Meyer  and  Kingston   428» 

12.     Claesis  of  AmDterclnm  to  the  General  Meeting  of  Uinlsters, 

etc.,  in  New  York  —  No  letters  received  in  a  long  time . .   428> 
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N    24.     SjDodalu  —  Information    from    foreign    lands    ibserted    for 

beneBt  of  S^nod  4289 

^-Avg.     SjBod  of  North  HolUnd  —  No  infonnation  from  New  York.  426ft 
EpiBcopaJ  churcbea  in  New  York  &t  the  opening  ot  the  Revo' 
Intion,  kBd  during  the  Bevolution 4289,  4200 

f,    14,  Sapt.  24.    Govemor  Tryon  to  Lord  George  Gemuin  —  The 

Establiahed   Chnrchea   closed  —  Trinitj   Church   burned..   4201 

4292 

tt  SI.  State  of  the  Anglo- American  Church  at  the  Opening  of  the 
Berolutton  —  Episcopal  clergy  loyal  to  the  King  —  Drs. 
Chuuller  and  Cooper  obliged  to  Bee  —  Patriotism  of  the 
Presbyterians  —  Opposition  to  the  Episcopal  Clergy  —  Dr. 
Inglia's  opinion  of  the  American  Revolution  —  Declaration 
ot  Independence  —  Episcopal  clergy  close  their  churehes 
beoaiue  not  allowed  to  pray  for  the  King  —  New  York 
City  in  the  Revolution  —  Washington  in  New  York  —  Re- 
quest that  prayer  for  the  King  be  omitted  —  Day  of 
prayer  appointed  by  Washington  —  Dr.  logiie  reads  the 
prayer  for  the  King — Tlw  Arms  of  the  King  taken  down 
in  Trinity  Church  —  Trinity  Church  closed  —  Episcopal 
churches  refused  to  American  chsplaina  —  Dr.  Inglis 
writes  a  pamphlet  against  the  American  cauee  —  The 
English  take  New  York  —  The  city  flred  —  Episcopal  mis- 
general  sufFer 4293-4300 
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im. 

|ril  20.    Constitution  of  State  of  New  York  — Final  repeal  of  the 
Hini&try  Act  of  16B3,  and  all  amendments  —  Freedom  of 

Religion  finally  e.tUblished  4300.  4301 

ij    21,     Synodalia  —  No  tidings  from  New  York  and  New  Jersey...   4301 
Ir-Ang.    Synod  of  North  Holland  —  No  reports  made  hy  the  Clasai? 

of  affairs  in  New  York 4301 


UTS. 

if     20.     Synodalia  — Classis  has  no  news  from  New  Y^ork 4301 

If-Ang.    Synod    ot    North    Holland  —  No    report    from    Claeai^    on 

churches  of  New  York 4301 

L  t-8.  General  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  —  Great  inter- 
mption  of  Correspondence  with  Holland  — Desire  to  renew 
it  —  Day   of   Fasting  and   Prayer;    sad   condition   of   the 

4301.  430-J 
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Oct.  8.  General  Meeting  ot  New  York  and  New  Jeraej  to  the 
ClaMiB  ot  AnuterdAm  —  Tbe  war  the  cause  of  no  eorre- 
ipondence  —  No  Ueneral  Meeting  in  three  years — Many 
of  the  ininiaterg  obliged  to  flee  —  ESecta  of  the  War  on 
AfcetingB  at  Albany  Hod  Hackeiiaack  —  Meeting  of  ROme 
delegates  in  1TT9  —  Two  students  examined  —  I^ck  of  re- 
ports from  different  porta  of  the  Church  —  Only  three 
Dutch  ministers  disloyal  to  the  American  cause  —  Gen- 
eral patriotism  alio  of  Presbyterians  —  Barbaroua  treat- 
ment of  American  prisoners  —  Burning  of  towns  «nd 
cities  —  Destruction  of  churches  —  Providential  dealings.  43 

43 
17T8. 

July      19.     Synodalia  —  Classis  has  no  information  from  New  York.  ■  ■   43 

July-Aug-    Synod  of  North  Holland  —  No  report  on  New  York  churches 

received  from  Claasis   43 

Oct.  SV.  Trinity  Church,  New  York  City,  grants  the  use  of  St. 
George's  Clupel  to  the  Dutch  loyalists  in  the  city  —  Dr. 
Inglis  informs  the  Society  for  Propagating  tbe  Gospel 
of  the  fact,  with  the  reasons  — One  of  the  Dutch  churches 
used  as  a  hospital    4304.  43 

17B0. 

April  8.  Bev.  Gnrret  Lydi-kkcr  and  others,  the  Dutch  loyalist  min- 
isters, return  tiinnks  to  the  Vextry  of  Trinity  Church 43 

3.     Claaeis  hears  the  letter  from  New  York  ot  Oct.  7,  1778 43 

July      23.     Synodalia  —  Information  from  New  York  inserted  in  Report 

to  Synod  43 

July  ZS-Aug.  S.  Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Letter  of  (General  Meet- 
ing of  New  York  of  OttoUcr,  1778,  read  to  Synod  — Sub- 
stance ot  it  recorded  —  Abstract  of  the  Minutes  of  the 
General  Mcoting  of  1778  recorded 4306,  43 

Oct.  3-6.  General  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Eiders  —  Memorial  to 
the  Government  respecting  the  suppression  of  the  sin«  ot 
the  land  4307,  43 

1781. 

July  0.  Church  of  Pounhkeepsie  invit«s  Dr.  Livingston  to  supply 
their  pulpit  durinj;  the  test  of  the  war  ^Leaves  Pougb- 

keepsie,  November,  1783,  to  return  to  New  York 43 

23.     Synodalia  —  Claasis  has  no  news  from  New  York  to  report 

to  Synod  43 

July      31-Aug.  0.     Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Receives  no  report  from 

Classis  respecting  New  York 43 

Oct.  2-4.  General  Meeting  o(  Ministers  and  Elders  —  Report  on 
the  Memorial  to  the  GoTernment,  October,  1780  —  Stato  of 
the  Church  4309,  43 
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'olr    2E.    Srn<xlAllA  —  Classia  has  no  information  about  New  York 

to  report  to  Synod  4310 

Inlj  30-Aug.  8.  Synod  of  North  Holland  —  The  war  prevents  recep- 
tion of  any  news  from  New  York 4310 

Oct       1-3.    General  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  —  The  sins  of 

the  land 4310,  4311 

ITU. 

Mj  II.  The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Aasembly 
in  New  York  and  New  Jersey  —  Had  not  heard  from  the 
cburches  of  New  York  since  1778  —  Holland  has  felt  the 
erils  of  the  war  —  Hence  no  correspondence  —  Hope  now 
for  its  continuance  —  Acta  of  ths  Synod  of  1TS2  sent  over.  4311 
21.     ^nodalia  —  With  coming  peace,  ClaB»is  hopes  Eoon  to  bear 

from  churches  in  America 4311 

hij     i9-Aug.  7.    Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Synod  hopes  that  with 

peace,  news  will  be  received  from  churches  in  New  York. .  4311 

4312 

ei.  a.  Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  Livingston  to  Bev.  Dr.  Eilardua  Wes- 
terlo  —  The  Rpvolution  changes  former  plan  of  1772  — 
Stat«-Church  idens  flnally  destroyed  —  Discussion  of 
proper  method  for  Dutch  Churi'h  Proteaaorship,  whether 
to  wait  for  a  Profesaorship  in  Kings  (Columbia)  College, 
or  to  unite  with  Princeton  Seminary,  or  to  eatablish  an 
independent  Institution  at  New  Brunswick,  as  central  for 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  New  Jersey.  4312-4314 

IV.  7.  Rev.  Jacob  R.  Hardenberg  to  Classia  of  Amsterdam  —  Had 
recently  sent  a  letter  —  The  Preabyterian  denomination 
numerous  and  influential  —  Are  they  orthodox !  —  Sugges- 
tions of  union  deferred  —  Transfer  of  a  Dutch  church  to 
the  Preabyterians  —  Princeton  College  and  Dr.  Wither- 
epoon  —  He  sails  for  Europe  to  collect  funds  —  May  visit 
Holland — Chartered  Dutch  Seminary  in  B!in:e  atnte  as 
Princeton  —  Has  suffered   in  its   (tinds  —  May  n-ed  help.  4314 

4315 

1784. 

srcit  18.     Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  Livingston  to  Rev.  Dr.  Tbcodoriek  Romejn 

—  University   for  Slate  of  New  York 4315 

;ri]  6.  Act  of  the  L^islature  of  New  York  to  enable  churches  of  nil 
Denominations  to  appoint  Trustees,  to  be  bodies  corpo- 
rate to  care  for  their  temporalities  —  All  cliurches  form- 
erly chartered  by  the  English  government  mnv  hold  prop- 
erty of  the  yearly  value  of  £1200 ,    4316 

17.     Repeal  of  all  sectarian  legi'^lation  passed  during  the  colonial 

period 4316 

18-£1.  Qeneral  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  —  Outstanding 
oongr^ntions  —  State  of  the  churches  at  the  close  oE  the 
W«r  — T*e  Frofesaorahip   4316-4310 
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July     19.    SjnodBliA  —  ClaMii    has    receired    infomutioii    from    N«w 

York «2 

Julj     27-Aug.  5.    Synod  of  North  UolUnil  —  Desire  to  hear  reports 

from  America 432 

Aug.     26.     Incorporation  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Albany 432 

Oct.  5-8.  The  General  Meeting  o(  Miniatera  and  Elders  —  Bec«ivea 
a  letter  from  Clasais  of  Amst«rdam  —  Fraternal  Corre- 
apondcnce  vith  other  American  churches  —  Election  of  a 
ProfesBor  of  Tbeolopy  by  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  in  America  —  Delay  in  thia  matter  —  Acta 
reviewed  from  1772  —  Overtures  from  Trustees  of  Que«iw 
College;  from  ConsiHtory  at  Schenectady;  from  Hackcn- 
sack —  Committee  appointed  —  Their  report:  Queens  Col- 
\ege  taken  under  patronage  of  the  Church  in  1773;  delays 
by  the  war;  another  institution  at  Schenectady  to  be 
favored;  a  Professor  of  Theology  to  be  appointed,  to  re- 
side in  New  York;  asnistance  to  be  sought  from  Coll^iate 
Church ;  a  Professor  of  Hf brew  also  should  be  appointed  — 
Synod  decided  it  to  be  impracticable  to  remove  Queens  Col- 
lege from  New  Brunswick,  but  will  render  it  all  possible 
assistance;  will  encourage  an  institution  at  Schenectady; 
appoints  Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  Livingston,  Professor  of  The- 
ology, to  reside  in  New  York)  all  students  must  faaT« 
certificate  from  him  to  entitle  them  to  examination; 
honoraria  to  be  given  him;  Collegiate  Church  requested  to 
co-operat«  Bnancially — Rev.  Dr.  Hermanus  Meyer  ap- 
pointed Professor  of  Bebrew  and  Greek  —  Dismissal  of 
Rev.  De  Ronde  from  Church  of  New  York  —  Fundamental 
Articles  —  Change  of  names  of  the  Americnn  Ecoleaiastical 

Bodies  —  Ecclesiastical  Incorporations   4321-43S 

8.  The  Synod  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam  —  Close  of  the  war — 'The  Church  preserved  — 
Joy  at  a  letter  from  the  Claasis  —  Letters  lost  during 
the  war  —  Send  over  Acta  of  1783,  1784  —  Condition  of 
the  churches  —  Expectations  from  the  measures  and  ap- 
pointments now  made — Desire  the  approbation  of  the 
Classis  and  Synod  —  General  respect  among  the  Ameri- 
can Denominations  tor  the  Reformed  Church  —  Destruc- 
tions of  the  war  —  Changes  in  eireum^tancea  and  names 
(Synods  and  Classes)  will  make  no  difference  in  affection 
tor  Mother  Church  —  Desire  the  Acts  of  Synod  to  be  sent 
over  —  Will    continue    to    correspond  —  Glad    to    receive 

advice 4323-432 

Nov.        8.     Ordination  of  John  McT)onald,  third  Prrabyterian  minister  in 

Albany 432 

The  Episcopal  Church  after  the  Revolution  —  Episcopal  Con- 
ference at  New  Brunswick  —  Society  for  Relief  of  Min- 
[Bt«rB'  Widows  end  Orphans  —  Election  of  Dr.  Samuel  Sea- 
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biuy  in  Connecticut,  in  1T83,  u  first  BUhop  —  Sails  for 
Sootlaad  for  CotuecrktioD  —  A  General  Convention  called 
to  moet  in  Philadelphia,  Sept.  27,  1785  —  Diocesan  Con- 
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iDMINISTRATION    OF    CADWALLADER    GOLDEN, 

PRESIDENT,  AUGUST  4,   1760-AUGUST  8,   178J— 

(CoDtinned)  1701 

Acts  op  thb  C1.A8S19  of  Austesdam. 

r.  de  Vos  and  van  Harlingen  request  to  be  examined  in  April. 
im,  Jan.  ISth,  Art.  3.     The  Rcva.  Leonard  de  Tot.  aod  JobD  Uartln  rao  Harlln- 

S.  S.  TbeoL  Stud,  requeat  a  prepsratorr  eiamlDatloD  at  the  oeit  Clawl*. 

w  Claiala  Iia*lnf  found  tbetr  teitlmonlali  to  be  lufflclent.  Erented  tbelr  requeat. 

Ciaailner.  Keaeler,  avlgoed  ■■  ■  teil  to  Rer.  de  Vol,  Fialm  U*:  S,  4  ;  and  to 
n.  Van.  HarllDBen,  Ueb.  1 :  8.  S :  ■'  Wbo  being  tbe  brlgbtnesB  of  bli  slorj,  and  tbe 
(^  ImaKe  of  bla  peraoo.  etc'  "  But  uoto  tbe  Son  be  aaltb,  Tby  tbrone,  O.  Ood 
>9rmr  and  trtr,  etc"     To  botD  were  atalgned  In  tbe  Hebrev,  Psalm  2i  ;  and  in 

Grttk,  Heb.  1. 

xlll.  SU2. 

Lettebs  to  OnuscHEfi  Abroad. 
A  letter  vaa  read  to  tbe  to^called  Coetui  of  New  York  ;  and  a  duplicate  to  the 
>«illed  Conferentle.    TbeM  were  approved  b;  tbe  AsBemblj  witb  mucb  pleaiuro, 
be   forwarded.     Tb*   Ueputlea   were   tbaoked   for   tbelr    trouble   and 

zlll.  262,  263. 

^E  Classis  op  Amstebdau  to  the  Consistories  op  thb 
Province  of  New  York,  Jandakt  13,  1761.  Vol.  81,  Paqb 
154,     No.  lOS,     Refebked  TO  Vol.  24;7G. 

To  tbe  Ret.  Conslatorlei  In  tb*  ProTlnce  of  New  Zork. 
>.  Stn  and  Uncb.beloTed  Bretbren  : — 
Tnr  communication,  ilsned  b;  Domlnea  J.  RItzema  and  L.  De  Ronde,  In  tbe  name 
I  tbe  Conferentle  AMcmbled,  accompanied  bj  tbe  slgQature  of  otber  ministers  ID 
■  York,  and  dated  Mar  Btb,  ITBO.  we  received  In  lafetf.  Tbe  buslnes!  done  Is 
■rdcd  ibereln  wltb  mlnuteDeEi  and  accuracy,  and  aerecB  nltb  tbe  account  given 
like  otber  bretbren. 

It  was  pleaalos  to  us  Ibat  tbe  Cbrlatlan  and  eameat  advice  at  our  preceding  letter 

been  adopted,  namelf,  Ibe  making  ol  au  effort  to  put  nn  end  to  tbe  sbonierul 

Done  and  deplorable  dissensions,  so  Inconsistent  wltb  tbe  Qospel  of  peace  of  tbe 

le  Ssvlor ;  and  an  attempt  to  reunite  jouraelvei  tn  a  common  Coetus,  (or  Aaaem- 

We   were   pleased   tbat  our   letter  bad    bad    so  mucb    InQuence  on   jou,    Rev. 

CB.    that  jon  were  dlepoaed  to  bridge   tbe  cbasm,   and  debate   tbe  mattrr. 

I  we  learned  wltb  grief  tbat  tbe  desired  union,  wltb  tbe  peace  Incident  tbereto, 

mpllibed  ;  tbat  begotlatloni  were  broken  off,  or  at  least  delayed ;  for  jon 

■ce  upon  tbe  articles  and  conditions  wblcb  were  tbea  proposed. 

tto  bT«tbren   wbo  call  themselves  tbe  Con/erenUe  required  tbat  all  decisions  Ot 

wtant  nutters,  about  which  there  might  arlae  differences  of  oplnlDn,  ibould  be 

If  b7  Ibe   Clasala,  and  that  tbe  business  In  such  cases  should  be  so  referred  hj 

K  partlea.     Tbe  pretent  Coetui  replies  tbat  all  matters,  must,  as  usual,  be  deter- 

«m4  b7  •   plnrallly  of  vote*,  according  to  Article  31  of  tbe  Church  Order : — (Of 

h(  tT*ed  of   DoTt)     The  Coetus  also   recognizes  tbe  legalitr   of   eismlDlDg  and 

haitoK  Modenta  Id  America;  tbat  ordlnatloni  once  performed  cannot  be  repeated, 

^  am  tban  that  one  who  haa  been  once  lawful!;  baptized  needs  to  be  baptised 

^k:  tor  r«>4irdlDatlonB  wonld  endanger  tbe  peace  of  tbe  congregation  a. 

■U  the  Coafcmtle  aJDnna  that  lucb  powers  do  not  belong  to  the  Coetus.  Inaa- 

'    d  the  Coetus  in  anj  otber  capacit;  tban  u  « 
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>  bod;.  iDd  thfD  oDiy  under  tb«  eiprfu  condltloD  tbat  cmra  miut  b* 
taken  not  ta  >lJoi>  a  word  aialaat  the  doctrloe,  nor  to  hold  anj  preparatory  or  flaal 
eiamlnatloDB.  accordtiig  lo  a  letter  of  the  t^laaali  Id  Kot.  1T8B,  becanae  thta  po«« 
waa  reaerred  to  the  Clawli  by  tbe  Srnod  of  Dart. 

Ha*liiK  laid  the  coDlcDti  of  both  lettcra  before  the  Bct.  Claaali,  and  thMC  bavtog 
been  duly  eonildered  bj  tbat  Re*.  Aaaembly.  we  are  directed  to  urfc  upon  jaa 
earnesllf  again  (he  dul;  of  the  imloD  of  the  partle*.  and  to  gjje  fon  atao  tkt 
deelalona  of  tbe  Claaali  od  tbe  polnti  Id  dlipuCe. 

1.  On  tbe  llm  point :  Tbe  opinion  of  tbe  Claaila  la  that  a  declilon  b;  a  majorltj 
of  Totea  li  enaotlat.  Thr  rerj  nature  of  any  Aaaembiy,  and  therefore  alio  of  aa 
Eecleilaitlcal  Aiaemblj',  r«]ulrp«  lucb  a  rnle.  Pro,t«itlns  member*.  bnweTcr.  bAM 
tbe    rliftt    to    appeal     (o    ClaMis,    wblch     li    a    caiBmoD     rlgbt    In 


2.  In  reference  to  tbe  lecond  point,  we  muit  aar  that  we  cannol  approre  tk* 
prefennanta.  (of  atudenti  Into  candidates,  or  of  candidate*  Into  minlaten.l  m  bavins 
been  perfomwd  sccardlD(  to  tbe  rule*  of  ibe  Netberlandi  Cburebei :  bu 
be  ao  itrict  In  thli  matter  aa  to  revoke  tbeae  prefermenta,  but  ne  accept  of  thi 
BB  facta  aceompllabed.     It  Ii  Indeed  true  that  the  Cleaali  baa  not  given  auibor 
tbe  CoetuB  to  condnct  eiamlnatloDi.  for  tbl*  prlTllege  belonsa  only  lo  a  ri 
Claula;  but  tbe  Claaala  will,  hereafter.  In  eilraordlnirj  clrrumatanvei.  art 
liberal  manner,  pro  re  nota.  upon  notlHcatlon  of  the  oeceaaltleii  of  the  ca»e. 
the  Coetna  mnat.  then,  be  able  to  slxe  a  aultable  certlflcate  of  the  eil^ni  < 
IndWIduara  knowledge  of  Sacred  Tbeologr.     Tbe  Clauli  will  not.  howcTer.  coai 
■uch  priTileca*  onleaa  tbe  Coetua  become  a  united  bod/  again,  In  tbe  bondt  i 

Re*.  Stra  and  Hach-beloved  Brethren,  aach  i*  our  adTlce  end  declalon. 
help  of  Ood,  they  are  adapted  to  promote  tbe  welfare  of  tbe  newlj  patah  I  liihed 
srcBBtlona,  and  the  edlBcatlon  ot  tbe  otbera.  In  the  faith  of  Cbrlit.  T 
none  of  joa  will  be  elated  at  tbe  contuilon  or  tbe  iieeniInK  IndepeDdence,  of  aor 
tbe  brethren,  cauied  by  our  declilon,  end  permit  theae  faeti.  [natead  of  bnllng 
wonnd,  to  make  It  more  difllcult  to  be  healed:  but  may  yon  thereby  lay  a  tonndai 
for  tbe  dealred  union.  If  we  reallie  tbe  Importance  of  maintaining  the  bonor 
God.  <as  hia  Bervantl,)  of  extending  bis  kingdom,  of  edifying  our  IndlTidnal 
gBtlona,  then  labor  to  thia  end.  How  neceaiary  la  It  tbat  we  beseech  God  lo 
tha  iplrit  of  lore  and  moderation.  !□  order  to  guard  ui  agalnat  the  ambltloi 
of  DInlrepbea :  and  to  enable  uh  to  bale  and  deatroy  all  wrong  tendenctea  an 
paailon.  although  Tarntihed  wllb  aeeinlngly  good  preteilB. 

We  pray  yon,  therefore,  to  act  ■■  brethren.  Bind  together  the  looeenrd  tie* 
truth  and  peace  aa  the  aona  of  God.  Be  examplea  to  each  other,  each  regarding 
other  aa  better  thin  hlmaelf.  Bear  each  others  bordene  and  so  foiflll  Ibe  law 
Cbrlat.  How  much  would  such  conduct  on  your  part,  cause  ub  to  thank 
Lord  ot  peace!  What  refreehment  and  }oy  would  it  be  to  i>b:  yea,  what  h  rf mrt 
for  all  our  brotherly  sdrlce !  We  cloae  with  tbe  word*  of  Paul.  Rom. 
"  Committing  yon  and  your  rongrcgationa  to  the  proleolion  of  Rod  and  tbi 
hta  grace."     With  true  rffectlon,  we  remain. 

Re*.  Bin  and  Uucb.beloved  Brethren, 

Your  oltedlent  irr*BDts  and  brethren. 

In  the  Name  of  tbe  Claaals  of  Amsterdam. 

R.  FerlBonluB.  V.d.M.  Depp.  CI.  b,  t.  Praea*s.j 
E.  P.  O,  Van  Eaaen,  Depp.  01.  h.  I. 
In  our  Claaaleal  Auembly, 

January  13.  ITSI. 

The  ('i..\ssis  of  Amstkkium  to  tiik  CoNsisToity  of  Xkw  Vol 
Tan-,    in.   17fi1.     Vni..  :!l.   Vm.k  1.->T.     Xo.   lOfl. 

T.i  lb'  Rfv.  Tonslslory  In  the  City  of  Sew  Tork. 
Rer,  Sim  and  Muchbelorvd  Brclbren : — 
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HlBMtn  of  th«  pnccdlDE  rear.     The  Cluil*  thought  It  b»t  to  tnA  thcic  documc-itt 
M  JOB,  bIbm  Tonr  plae*  I*  Uu  chief  town  In  the  PtotIdcc.     Fidhi  70U  they  can  be 
tmt  with  cnatar  tadlll;  to  tbc  other  bnUtren.     We  request  ;ou  to  be  carcfol  of  alt 
IMMn.  ud  to  forward  them  to  their  deitlaatloa  ai  jou  have  hltbecto  doDe.     We 
AatKUIly  exhort  enrj  member  to  be  ifalniie  In  promollng  love  sod  UDlly.     We 
DMt  Ibkt  the  God  of  peace  may  Ucm  you,  by  pouring  out  bli  Iloljr  Spirit  iii>od  hli 
Owck  for  the  Dpbulldlni  of  ZIoo. 
bltermtlBK  mir  tcnulne  aSectloD  tor  ;ou.  wc  Hubierlbe  our  dbuicb, 
Rer.  8ln  and  Hnch-beloTcd  BrelbrcD. 

In  the  name  of  the  Claaala  of  Amaterdam, 

R.  FerlioDlua,  V.D.M.,  Depp.  CI.  h,  i.  Praraea. 
B.  P.  Q.  Van  Ease.  Drpp.  CI.  h.  t.  Scrlba. 
In  gar  irlaMlcal  AMtmbiy.  laa.  13,  ITOl. 

AsciiBisiiop  Seckerto  tiieReverkkk  Dii.  I  Samuel]  Johnson. 
Lambeth,  Jan,  SO.  1T€1. 
:   Oaai  Dr.  JoknnoD 

[  Ikt  DalTCralljr  ol  Oxford  bare  nnanlmoual]'  ulren  Ur.  [Henry]  Barcln>'.  at  my 
k  i^MM.  tlM  D^K*  of  a  Doctor  of  Divinity  by  a  Diploma,  which  la  Id  my  harn^s.  bjt 
t  ^tD  to  mt  to  the  Doctor  In  aueh  a  manner,  aa  be  ahnll  direct.  Be  plMard  In  the 
I  aNMlB*  to  coBiTttalate  him  from  me  on  the  Juatlce  done  In  thla  tCBpect  tn  hla 

Ir  tBitkar  loqnlrlea  for  Tatora  In  yout  College,  though  diligent,  cootlnue  10  be 
■fnl.  Nor  do  we  And  peraona  to  aupply  our  racant  mliilona,  which  are  now 
r  el^t.  Pray  la  Mr.  Qlbba  of  SImabury  In  h  condlllon  to  do  any  duly 
'.  nad  wball  and  !■  Ibere  any  hope,  that  Mr.  Lyons  of  Brookhari^a,  II  remoTed 
la  admonition,  would  mend!  I  hope  yoa  will  aead  ua  ovtt  good  young  mpn  for 
aarlaa,  when  you  can.     We  muat  supply  \hf  old  iiurlnhea.  bofore  we  attempt 

Ika  nag  batb  bad  do  opportunity,  aa  yel,  of  ahewing  what  bla  dlapoaltlona  are 
>  the  American  Cborchea,  excepting  that  In  general  all  hla  dlapoaltlona  are 
t  whom  be  will  conault  particularly  on  thla  head,  bath  not  hitherto 
I  prenme  the  Eplacopal  Clergy  will  transmit  addreaaea  to  blm.  as  their 
B  they  were  much  fewer,  did  to  the  lale  King.  This  may  lend  him 
*  eoBcemlag  them  and  eipreaa  hlmaelf  In  relation  to  them.  If  any  aiich 
I  (MM  to  me.  I  will  take  the  beat  care  of  them,  that  I  can. 
IN  ahall  bear  fnrther.  aa  orcaalon  may  require,  from  your  IotIde  ilrother 

— Cnl.  Doi-H.  N.  T.  Vol,  vll.  p.  4r,4. 

ClIIItCH  OK  XkW  VoiiK. 

.\[inioi-  of  t'"or.]linii.. 

N.'n-  Ymk.  t'eliniar.v  i:.  ITfil. 
•Ill  after  calllnK  nn  (ind'a  nnm-'. 
I    k.  Ahnham   ran  W.Tck   pn'renieft  a    IIhI    of   ihe  n'mnlnlnK  fHriua  and   placea  on 
unaold.     This  mailer.  Hie  ronalslnry  look   Into  serious  ronaldera- 
L   Tkvy  directed   thai   they  aUoiild   lie  jiold   nt    public'  vendue  nt  auch  time  and 
Ibe  eominlttee  t<i  be  appulnled  abinild  Judse  heal,      Tbe  I'ommillee  conalata 
I  L.  Llapenard.  T.  Maracbatk.  P.   Clopper.  A.   IdiCt.  Jr,  and  G.   Rapelye. 
"tyaler  was  requested  to  aaalal  tht'Tn  In  lenslu;;  such  pints  »f  Mr.  Harprodlng 
,*>.  or  anoD  will  be  In  posaeaalun  of  the  ehureli, 
IJk. J.  Taa  Antwerp*  rrqueet  for  an  lucreaee  of  aalnry  was  an  far  nllowed.  that  ao 
^Vaaht  eoBdnrta  the  aerrlce  (o  the  SBllafRc^tion  of  the  congreEallnn,  £!<.  shall  be 

■h  »  hta  aalary. 
I  '**wlat  AHhen  waa  Mken  on  the  Mat  of  the  Poor. 

Signed  to  name  etc, 

J.  RItaema.  p.  t,  Pt*i. 
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Rbt.  Saicuiel  Ss&bubt  to  the  Sooibtt  fob  Fbopaqatikq 
GosFKL.     Cunacu  of  Flushing. 

Jamaica,  Much  20,  1' 
Bennnd  Sir : 

Id  mj  lait  I  Informed  ;od  that  the  peopU  at  Fluihlns  wera  finUhin^ 
Chutcb.  The  uvere  cold  treatber  tba  paat  Wlater  obliged  tbem  to  auapeod  tbc 
•KM  moDthi,  but  thej  bavc  dow  resumed  It  A  are  llkel;  to  complete  It  In  * 
tlmt,  together  with  a  haodiome  Steeple  whicb  was  beguD  la«t  Autnma.  Tlie 
cipal  eipenae  of  thU  work  la  defrayed  by  Mr.  John  Aa[>lDwall  A  Ut.  Tloa.  Or 
two  Qentlemen  trbo  bare  latelf  retired  tblther  from  New  York. 

Ur,  AsplDwall  baa  bealdea  made  tbem  a  preseDt  of  a  Terr  due  Dell  of  abac 
bondrMl  welglil  it  I  bope  Cbe  loBueuce  and  example  of  tbeae  Qentlemen  Id 
regular  &  eonatant  alteadaQce  on  divine  Service  will  have  some  good  effect  c 
people  of  that  town  Thro'  Mr.  AnplDvall'a  means  alao  tbat  Cburcb  batb  beei 
■tanllr  supplied  the  last  bait  jcar  with  a  Laj  Header  one  Mr.  Tredwell  «  . 
QeotleniBu  educated  at  Yale  College  in  Connecllcutt  of  an  amiable  character  It 
■ilioD  A  who  luieoda  to  offer  hlmsell  for  the  lerTlce  of  tbc  (Soclet;)  kOd 
their  permlxalon  to  go  to  Knglond  oeit  autumn. 
BeT.  BIT  etc. 

Bamntl  Bcab' 
—Doc.  Hlat  M.  X.  Vol.  IIL  p. 

Chdbch  of  Kew  Yobk. 
Manor  of  rordham. 

New  Ywk.  April,  11 

Coniiatotj  held  after  ealllDg  od  Ood'a  tume. 

Tb*  committee  od  the  pnbllc  sale  of  tbe  unaold  land*  on  tba  Manor  at  Fori 
tepocted,  that  tbe  vendue  traa  held  on  March  Uth,  ftod  tba  tolloirlDg  prop 
were  sold : 

No.  1.  Tbe  farm  now  la  poaseulon  of  Ur.  John  Archer  to  John  TarmUIli 
£8.  per  acre,  tbe  wood  lot  excepted. 

No.  13.  Tbe  farm  now  In  passesalon  of  Ur.  Mlcblel  Odd,  to  Michlel  Ote: 
£8  rlO  per  acre.  This  was  traosfcrred  to  Walter  Brlgga  of  Wealcheatw  tor  1 
the  fourth  of  tbe  purchase  money,  was  paid  down. 

No.  D.  Tbe  Farm,  partly  In  posseHalon  of  Vnlentyn,  lying  to  tbe  aouth  of  , 
Lent  aa  far  as  Mr.  de  Lancey'i  mill,  was  Bold  for  £4  :10  per  acre,  to  Ur.  Plet 

The  lot  adjoining  the  Farm  No.  1,  or  tbe  lot  known  aa  the  wood  lot.  was  at 
Jacob  Valentyn,  for  £10  :6  per  acre. 

Two  Talley  Iota,  one  No.  1,  tbe  other  known  aa  the  church  lot,  were  sold  to  Ji 
Blabop  for  £22  per  lot 

Two  Iota  Tallej  No.    4  and  No.     2.  la  Joshua  tJlabop.  for  £17  :IS  per  lot 

No.     B  and  No.     1.  to  Donald  MorriKon.  for  £17.  per  lot 

No.  13  and  No.     !1.   lo  Ilcndrlk  Itrown.  for  £14  :H  per  lot 

No.     8  and  Nn.  12.  to  l>onald  Morrison,  tor  £1*:!B  per  lot 

No.  10  aod  Xo.     3,  (o  John  Vermlllle.  for  £10.  per  lot 
The  piece  of  land  now  in  poaiessloo  o(  Benjamin  Cocsod  wa«  not  sold,  baeani 
leaae  doca  not  expire  till  the  year  17C3. 
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Acts  of  thb  Ci^bsis  of  Austebdau. 
(John  M.  Van  Harlingen.) 
1761,  April  6th.  Art.  3.  Keva  John  Martin  Van  Harlingen, 
who  now  also  handed  in  the  lacking  church  certificate,  and  Leonard 
Is  VoB,  S.  S.  Theol.  Stud.,  preached  sermons  on  the  assigned  texts, 
lad  in  so  far  gave  satisfaction  that  they  were  admitted  to  the 
pnparatoiy  examination.  The  Ber.  Hxaminer,  Kessler,  quee- 
fioned  them  in  the  Sscred  Original  Languages,  and  on  the  prin- 
cipil  heads  of  Theology.  The  last  named,  (de  Vos),  gave  so 
Bttle  satisfaction  in  any  particular,  that  the  Assembly  did  not  feel 
It  liber^  to  accept  bim  as  a  licentiate.  This  nvas  announced  to 
Um  with  an  earnest  exhortation  to  diligence.  The  other  (Van 
^riingen)  gave  us  so  great  satisfaction,  that  with  congratulations 
k»  was  admitted  to  the  ofifice  of  public  preaching,  after  he  had 
^sed  the  Formulae  of  Concord,  had  taken  the  oath  against 
Simony,  had  repudiated  the  condemned  opinions  of  Prof.  Boel 
lad  Dr.  Bekker,  and  had  promised  to  read  without  change  the 
Icnnsof  Baptism  and  the  Supper;  especially  the  three  questions 
rffte  Baptismal  Formula.  Of  all  this  a  laudable  certificate  shall 
k»  gnea  him.  The  Examiner  was  thanked  for  his  orderly  and 
■at  eununation.    ziii.  265. 

Zpiscopai.  Chpeoh  of  Jamaica  Petition  foe  a  Chaetes. 


At  PMltlOB  of  at  Ulnlittr  of  th«  PktIsIi  of  Inma 
kn  <f  Tba  Town  of  Jamam  on  Nbsmu  iHliind  Com: 
I    I^Kk  of  BnsiaDd  >■  bT  Law  Eatabllihed.      (1761] 


nu  the  iDhabltiDra  of  tbe  Town  of  JannJcB:  Members  ft  proteuor*  of  th* 
ttaik  of  England  u  if  I.aw  EJstabLlabed :  did  some  rears  ago  bj  Toluntarr 
■trilatlRH  Erect  A  flDlab  a  decent  A  CDDTenlent  Cburch  (a  tht  Town  of  Jamaica: 
ta  a*  CeMratlon  of  DWIaa  SetTiee  according  to  the  use  of  the  Churcb  of  England, 
hi  au  tbronsti  th>  Want  of  aome  proper  Peraons  to  Superintend  the  Affairs  of  tbe 
^:  With  Ltgal  AntborltT,  tbe  Building  li  now  Conalderablj  out  of  Repair,  and 
«*  li  daactr  Laaat  moneja  contributed  for  (be  Repair  of  tbe  Same  ma;  bm 
^*Mt  Applred  to  tb«  Detriment  of  roar  Fetltlonen :  A  Thro'  the  want  of  such 
^^H  It  ilta  MDM*  to  paaa  tbat  pious  and  Well  Dliposed  People  are  Discouraged, 
*Mr  nwlgn  ot  EalabllafalBg  k  Erecting  proper  Fuudi  for  tbe  Support  ot  Ui« 
*^<k  a  IM  Mtalmxj.    Xonr  PtaOooert  Tbentore  Bamblf  beg  tbat  jonr  Hoikout 
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Tkkelac  tbew  tblngi  Idio  ruoilderatloD  wonld  be  pk*a»d  to  Qrkat  na  »  CbarM 
(iBcorporatlng  such  pFraoDi  *«  upoD  Mature  Dellherktlou  Bball  b«  tonnd  Wofthr) 
wltb  BQcb  PriTllrgci  *  tmrnunUiei  an  in  Your  Wisdom  joii  iball  think  Proper.    AM 
Tour  Petltlonera  as  1u  l>uly  Iwiipd  Will  Krrr  Pnj. 
April  tite  8th.  IT61. 


V.  Jr. 


Samuel  Sealm 
Robert  lluwell 

BcDjamln  i'ir|>vnl< 

JobQ  ItUChlpDS 

John  Bmltti 
Jacob  Oplpn 
Jnwph  Olflcld 
JoHpb  Oia<-l<1.  .Ir. 
John  Troup 
■lubQ  Come* 


Thoa  HralDc 
Den].  Wbltebead 
Samuel  Bmlib 
William  Hberlock 
JohD  Innea 
Richard  Belta 
laaac  Taohook 
Tboi.  HInchman 
Adm.  tiawrencc. 

—Doc.  Illat.  N.  T.  Vol.  111.  p.  1»T. 


Chcrcii  of  Xew  York. 
Manor  of  Fordliam. 

New  York,  April  30,  17C1. 

tVtnsistiiry  Iwid  after  calling  on  God's  iiaine. 

ilr.  (',  I'iuiiokpr  made  kllow^l  to  the  Consistory  that  Mr.  Abruft 
Van  Wvck  resijrned  his  conuiiiiiaion  as  overseer  of  the  revenues  flf 
the  Hiinor.  Theretipou  the  Committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  Manoc 
were  requewti'il  to  confer  with  him  concerning  what  he  had  done 
beyond  his  duty,  and  receive  from  him  the  books,  and  deliver  tliega 
Ki  the  new  treasurer  yet  to  bo  clioseii. 

It  was  discussed  whether  the  treasurer  should  bo  placed  on  tba 
r^ame  footing  as  formerly.  It  waa  Itesolved,  1.  That  he  shall  lO 
(■eivo  for  liia  sen'iws  a  yearly  salary  of  X,2'>. 

'2.  He  shall  !►?  chosen  every  year  at  the  snmo  time  as  the  Com 
Siiston'. 

A.  lie  shall  state  his  accouut  yearly,,  at  the  fipx^t  Reckoning  di^ 
jiiid  alw  be  nUvuys  ready  to  pive  neeoinit  to  the  consistory  wbtf 
«sked. 

4.  lie  shall  put  out  no  money  unless  with  the  knowledge  atleiM 
of  the  Elders.  Thereuimn  ilr.  Adrian  IJaucker  waa  choeeu,  • 
ser\-e  till  the  next  eleetion,  and  to  be  paid  pro  rata  for  the  tima 

Furthennore  Ke^olved,  That  the  vTitiugs  of  the  lauds  adi  0 
above  named,  be  sealed ;  also  some  leases  or  mortgagee  on  tlie  kif 
of  Mr.  Horpending.     Order  was  given  to  have  some  leaaes  ^rialtf 
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and  bound  together  in  a  book,  to  save  the  cost  of  continual  copying 

and  the  danger  of  being  scattered. 

Signed,  etc, 

J.  Kitzema,  p.  t.  President. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Examination  and  ordination  of  John  Martin  Van  Harlingen. 
1761,  May  4th.  Art  4.  John  Martin  Van  Harlingen,  S.  S. 
Min.  Cand.,  asks  for  a  final  examination,  and  to  be  ordained  as 
minister  in  the  service  of  the  New  Netherland  Churches.  This 
was  granted  to  him.  In  the  presence  of  the  High  Rev.  Deputatus 
Svnodi,  E.  Ph.  G.  van  Essen,  minister  in  this  city,  he  preached  a 
sennon  on  the  assigned  text  1  Cor.  2:2,"  For  I  determined  not  to 
know  anything  among  you,  save  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified." 
He  was  further  examined  by  the  Exaiminer,  William  van  der  Zouw, 
in  Hebrew  on  Psalm  93,  and  in  Greek,  on  1  Cor.  2 ;  and  subse- 
quently on  the  most  important  points  of  our  Sacred  Theology.    In 

t  all  of  this  he  gave  so  much  satisfaction  to  the  Assembly,  that  with 
mudi  satisfaction  (lit^  amplitude,  and  a  imanimoua  vote  he  was 
adjudged  fit  for  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel  in  those  regions.  They 
expressed  their  best  ^vishes  for  Gt)d's  blessing  upon  him,  and  their 

J  hope  and  expectation  that  he  will  be  a  very  useful  instrument  for 
the  extention  of  Christ's  Kingdom.  Furthermore  he  was  ordained 
in  the  full  meeting,  by  the  Examiner,  with  the  laying  on  of  hands. 
See  subsequently  Classis  of  September  7,  1761  Art.  6. 

xiii.  266. 

Church  of  New  York. 

Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  May  7,  1761. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  committee  on  the  affairs  of  tlio  Manor  reported  from  Mr. 
Abram  Van  Wyck,  that  there  was  a  little  income  from  the  Manor 
during  the  three  years  of  his  administration.  This  had  yielded 
iim,  in  all,  only  £10.  or  thereabouts.  Therefore  he  desired  to  re- 
ceive £20.  more,  wherewith  he  would  be  satisfied. 
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Hesolved  that  tliis  amount  be  givea  him.  The  Treasurer  w 
directed  to  receive  from  Mr.  Van  Wyck  everything  that  belongB' 
the  Manor;  to  pay  him  the  £20. ;  and  also  the  £27.  10.  which  1 
advanced  to  the  treasury,  and  then  give  Mr.  Van  Wyck  a 
for  the  delivery  of  everything. 

Signed,  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  PtesidoiL 

CHnHCH  OF  New  York. 

New  York,  July  10,  1761. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  Gwl's  name. 
Mr.  J.  Lansing  requested  payment  of  the  bond  held  by  him  fi 
£275. ;  but  there  was  no  money  in  the  treasury,  except  that 
the  Manor  of  Fordham,  which  could  be  used  to  discharge  ihis ' 
Thereupon  it  was  resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Manor  tal 
from  the  treasury  the  t^vo  bonds  for  £300.  belonging  to  the  Deaoa 
and  discharge  the  bond  out  of  his  money. 

That  £1000.  of  the  money  of  the  Manor  be  put  out  to  the  Gt 
poration  of  the  City,  at  5  per  cent. 

In  name,  etc 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  Ptesideoit 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
(Haagoort.) 

1761,  July  20th.     Art  1.    A  letter  from  Rev.  Gerard  Haagoorl^l 
of  Second  River,  of  April  6,  1761,  was  placed  in  the  bands  of  tl 
Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteraa.  xiii.  267. 

Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holi^and,  July  28-Ado.  6,  1761.1 

pp.  3843.     Vol.  64. 

Article  46. 

South  (nd  Norlh  HimptoD ;  Rev  (lanatbBD)  Dd  Bo[|.  putor :  FamlllM;  i 
iii*mb*ri,  GB :  Irom  Oct.  lTS9.0et.  1760.  IS  cblldren  tiaptlted.  HI*  drank 
MtUfled  with  bim.     He  his  tbougbt,  howcTer,  of  leavlDg. 

It  lukca  knoiTD  tb>t  an  ImportaDt  ebareh  at  Amw;!,  (Amwall),  New  hp 
about  S8  So^liab  miles,  (IS  houral  from  Philad«lpbl«,  ag  wtll  ■■  M,  chnrA  at  Bw 
m   rlllMge  reeeaVy  begim,  about  60  mllei  Irom  PbllaOelpbla,  In  I 
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ra^n««wa  tb«  Cottns  to  call  a  mlnlBtoc  for  eacb  of  them,  with  the  pcomlaa  of  Oftr 
p— fli  MKiaaUT,  for  npport ;  and,  on  the  part  of  Amwjl,  trsTcllDS  expeaiea  and 
Dm  raaldanM  beald«a.  Wher«fora  the  Coetni  aski  that  the  Depotlei  aod  Com- 
■iMlMiera  of  the  aaaala  of  Amiterdam  call  aod  send  mlnletera  for  thoie  cburcbei. 

Tb«  Dtpatlea  (of  th«  Bjvodi)  asd  the  CommlMloneri  of  the  Rev.  Claaali  of 
AaaWrdam  neither  could  nor  would  dlarecard  the  reqaest  of  the  (Oennan)  CoetDi 
br  the  ehorche*  at  Amwyl  (Amwell)  and  Eaatoo.  Wherefore,  thej  had 
iBQalrleB  for  obtaining  capable  men,  and,  apon  Information  reeelred,  had  called 
!•*.  J^diannea  Jacobua  Irlen,  candidate  at  Eleene,  ae  minister  for  Amwfl,  hnl 
■rttkoat  aunraa.  The;  had  called  alio  Rbt.  Caipama  Michael  Stapel  farmerlj 
ImOtna  nlulatcr  at  Boatok,  In  the  Dachr  of  Uecklentwrs,  but  who  had  gone  ot 
M  tba  Raformed  Heligloti.  Bli  motive  tor  thia  change  he  had  set  forth  In  thf 
8nian  laBgnage.  ThcM  were  tranilated  Into  Dutch,  and  were  printed  a 
Bagaa  faj  Tan  Oeef  In  1700.  After  having  lieen  aatlafactorll;  eumloei: 
arialBcd  by  the  Depntlea  of  both  Bynoda,  he  was  mat  as  mlnlater  to  the  Chui 
AbvtL  Tbe  I>epntlea  of  thU  Brnod  gave  bim  12  doceta  for  a  viaticum. 
Dapattaa  and  Comiotaalanera  of  the  Claaala  of  Amaterdam  will  farther  tr;  to  aeenTS 
■  capMbIc  ninlater  tor  the  church  of  Beaton.  They  have  reaolved  to  aend  2000 
•aclB*  for  tbe  Penntylvania  cbnrcbea 


\ 
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ADMINISTRATIOX  OF  LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR  CAD- 

WALLADER  GOLDEN,  AUGUST  8-OCTOBER  26, 1761. 
Pbtitiom  roK  Leiave  to  Collect  Funds  for  BuiLDmo  a  Nbw 

Mikisteb's  House  at  New  Rochelle,   for  Rev.  Michael 

HouDiN,  August  19,  1761. 

To  tbe  HonoDriblc  Cadwalladcr  Colden  Eaq.  Lieutenant  OoTernor  tt  Comnnnder  In 
Chl«f  of  tbe  PniTlnc(  of  Utw  Tork  A  TvrrlMriM  Tbenon  Depandlnc  In  Amerle*  Mc 

A  Petlllon  of  Sundrr  f>f  >br  Inhabitant*  «f  New  Rocbell  BcionglnB  to  tbc  Clinreh 
of  England. 

Tbr  Soclpt;  for  IVopairatloa  of  tb«  Ooipcl  In  Foreign  Parti  bave  b««n  •• 
Cbarltable  as  to  Appoint  Mr.  UoudlD — a  french  Befusee.  a  Oentlemau  cf  a  good 
Cbaracter  Succeaaor  to  thrlr  Late  Worthy  MlHlonarr  at  New  Roetaell  tbe  Bereread 
Ur.  8toup« — In  Conitderatlon  of  which  Particular  Regard  the;  Require  and  IbaM 
that  tbr  Pfo|i1«  at  >rw  Rocbell  ahoald  Do  tbeir  Utmost  to  make  Ur.  BoDdln  K 
Comfortable  Support  and  Ibat  tbc;  ahonld  Immediately  Put  tbe  Parsonage  Hoaie  ta 
Good  Repair  We  ar«  read;  A  wilting  to  eiert  ouraelrei  to  tbe  utmoit  according  to 
our  abllitlH,  but  to  ihoK  that  are  acquainted  with  tbe  circum«tancei  of  tbe  People 
profeaalDg  the  Church  at  New  Rocbell  It  will  appear  to  Require  the  Utmoet  EiertlQ* 
of  Our  Abilltlpi  to  Efford  that  Neceaaarj  Support  To  Mr.  Boudin  that  the  Soctotr 
Expect  A  Require  A  tf  we  should  be  Obliged  to  Ralae  four  Handred  Pounda  To  Bnlld 
a  New  I'anonage  lloime.  The  Old  Being  So  Decayed  that  It  la  thought  by  no  mtaB* 
Worth  Repairing  Eapeclally  at  tbia  Burthenaome  Time  We  hare  tbe  Oreateat  BcaagM 
To  fear  tbat  11  will  b«  ao  Eilremel;  beaver  tbat  Many  will  b«  Dlacouragcd  A  In  that 
Caae  tbat  Mr.  noudlu  Miiat  Leave  ua.  tbo'  he  la  the  only  HlnUter  In  tb«  PtaM,  * 
Indeed  there  are  But  few  Bealdea  Profeuori  of  the  Church  of  England  In  the  PUc* 
A  We  have  reason  to  bfipi'  that  tbey  may  be  Induced  To  Conform  Should  A  Wortby 
Minister  ('□□llnne  Among  Ui — Upon  ttaoae  Cone Iderat long  We  Beg  Your  Honour  WID 
Be  Pleaacd  To  Grant  A  Brief  through  Ihla  ProTlnce  To  Collect  tbe  Aforesaid  8bh 
of  four  Hundred  I'ounds  for  Building  a  New  Paraonage  Houae  To  Repair  tk» 
Cburcb  In  Ibla  I'lace  A  jomt  I'etllloneTa  As  ID  Duty  Round  8ball  Ever  Pray  etc. 

Barnard  Rynlandrr  lawn  De  Blei 

Jacobua  Bleecker  Isaac  Gulon 

DaTid  Leiplnard  Jean  Soullce 

Peter  Bartlne 
AuKuat  IRIb   1T61.  'f 

Bead  In  Council  A  eranted. 

—Doc.  Hilt.  N.  Y.  Vol.  HI,  p.  577. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  in--  .\mstebdam. 
(Ileyer.) 
ITIil,  Oft.  r.ili.     Art.  13.     Rev.  John  Jlonrv  Hoycr,  S.S.  TheoL 
Student,  oft<'r  i)rcaching  a  sermon  on  an  assigned  te.xt,  was  qnes- 
tionoil  1)Y  Rev.  Examiner  Keesler  in  the  Hebrew  and  Greek  Lan- 
guag»'s,   at   tho   chapters   indicated   to   liim,   and   also   carefully 
examined    in    the    principal    articles   of   our    Sacred    Theology. 
Therein  he  gave  so  much  satisfaction  hy  his  answers  that  with  aa 
Admonition  to  diligence,  and  after  he  had  taken  the  oath  agaiM^ 
Simony,  bad  repudiated  the  condemned  o"pTO\(«v&  oi  "Prof.  Reel  and- 
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Dr.  Bekker,  and  signed  the  Formulae  of  Concord,  he  was  admitted 
aa  a  Uoentiate,  with  a  prayer  for  a  blessing  on  him.  He  also 
promised  to  read  without  change  the  Forms  of  Baptism  and  the 
SvLjfpefT.  On  occasion  of  this  examination  it  was  resolved  to  con- 
sider more  fully  whether  the  Examinees  could  not  be  heard  some- 
wkt  more  at  length  in  their  sermons.  xiii.  281,  282. 

1761,  Oct  8.  The  Coetus,  per  Erickson  and  Lerdt,  to  the 
Claasis  of  Amsterdam.     See  Extract^  April  5,  1762. 

The  CONFERBNTIB    TO    THE    ClaSSIS    OF    AmsTEUDAM,    OcT.     15, 

1761 ;  With  a  Postscript,  Feb.  25,  1762. 

We  render  our  grateful  acknowledgments  to  you  for  sending  us  the  Acts  of  the 
8|Md,  with  the  accompanying  letter  of  the  13th  of  January,  1761.  The  Inclosed 
Itttorto  the  (Coetus)  brethren  we  gave  the  same  day  that  It  arrived  to  Dom.  Leydt, 
who  was  then  In  the  city. 

DooL  Leydt  has  just  printed  (as  we  are  informed  by  Dom.  Adsins,  of  Philadelphia,) 
t  took  at  Amsterdam,  which  no  doubt  has  already  come  under  your  notice.  As  It 
nfen  to  us  among  others,  we  have  concluded  to-day  to  publish  our  observations 
Qpoa  it,  and  thus  to  make  known  to  everybody  what  otherwise  we  would  gladly  have 
kKB  illent  about.  And  we  are  the  more  Induced  to  this  course,  because  Do.  Leydt, 
«e  are  aasnred,  the  day  before  yesterday,  gave  the  letter  of  the  Rpv.  Classls  to  a 
prtater,  to  have  five  hundred  copies  circulated,  and  thus  declare  to  the  whole  world 
tke  answer  of  the  Classls,  condemning  us,  and  justifying  them.  What  the  conse- 
IMneca  will  be,  time  must  show ;  for  these  papers  will  be  found  In  every  congrega- 
tfsi  In  the  land,  whether  of  the  old  ministers,  as  they  call  us,  or  of  the  so-called 
CMoa. 

We  have  also  resolved,  as  soon  as  our  refutation  Is  printed,  to  send  to  you  a  copy 
^  the  first  opportunity,  and  also  the  little  book  of  Dom.  Leydt,  in  order  that  the 
^  Biay  open  your  eyes,  you  having  so  often  complained  that  the  matter  was  too 
*^re  for  you  to  pronounce  a  decision  upon  It. 

Tb«  (Haasls.  in  their  letter  of  December,  1726,  which  we  have  caused  to  be 
f^ted  in  our  defence,  said  that  it  was  not  only  an  adviser,  but  a  judge.  Now  this 
'■JQftthe  question:  Who  shall  be  the  judge?  the  decision  of  which  was  desired 
|V  Ba  long  ago,  before  matters  reached  the  present  height,  when  announcements  were 
only  from  the  pulpit,  and  things  which  are  now  under  the  eye  of  every  one, 
Attained  within  the  congregation. 
^  Wbtt  we  affectionately  desire  from  you  is  a  categorical  statement,  which  will 
*ike  peace  in  consistency  with  the  maintenance  of  the  truth.  Otherwise,  we  shall 
^  eoopelled  to  lay  the  whole  dispute  from  the  beginning  onward,  as  from  time  to 
^  It  has  been  presented  to  you.  before  the  Rev.  Christian  Synod  :  because  it  Is 
'  *^poo«lble  for  us.  without  making  ourselves  the  scorn  of  all  true  Christians,  to 
^ciqo^e  in  a  different  decision  on  your  part. 

Aa  oar  answer  to  Dom.  Leydf  s  book  speaks  for  us.  we  will  not  detain  you  with 
•  longer  letter,  but  conclude  with  heartfelt   wishes  for  God's  Messing  upon   your 
••fioos  and  work. 
With  all  esteem.  Rev.  and  Honored  Brethren,  we  subscribe  ourselves. 
Your  servants  and  fellow-laborers, 

G.  W.  Mancius 
.T.  Ritzema 
I>amb.  De  Ronde 
.John  Schuyler 
in  onr  Conferentie  A.  Rosenkrantz 

New  Tork,  Oct.  U.  Van  Sinderen 

*•»  1701.  .Tohn  Caspar  Rubel 

Ben  J.  Van  Det  "LVii^e. 
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F.  S. — Aecortlas  to 

Dom.  Lejdt'a  book,  uid  tiro  of  oara,  on  the  date  below ;  bMmoaa  no  asrller  oppor- 
tnnltr  offered.  Blnee  one  meeting  ■  notnble  decUlon  h»  occamd  In  the  Tlllas*  «t 
Tappan,  wblcb  we  brlell;  mention,  tbat  rou  ma;  aee  what  a  turbulent  fellow  tbsn  U 
among  that  people.  The  ml  a  liter,  without  direction  from  the  coogregatloB  <■( 
ContUtory,  bad  engaced,  with  otber  mlnlaCera  of  the  ao-called  Coetui,  to  obtmlB 
from  tbe  Oorernor  of  New  Jerae;  a  chabteb  for  the  erecllon  of  an  andemr  In  that 
pioTlnee.  Thlrtj-elght  headi  of  famillea  took  thli  ao  111,  that  ther  refneed  to  par  tba 
Uomlne'a  aalarj,  and  when  asked  Ihe  reaaoo  of  thelc  rcfuaal,  awlgned  thla,  wbldl 
bOweTer,  waa  not  admitted.  The  mlnlaler  atlll  adhering  obatlnalel;  to  hli  piitp«aaa 
naed  all  mnuu  to  apcomplUh  It ;  and  when  refuied  bj  one  goteraor,  aougbt  It  tram 
bla  aucceeaora.  And,  aa  be  would  not  yield  hla  deaign,  nor  tbey  conaeat  to  paj 
aalarj,  the;  were  all  put  under  eeniureiaod  then  tbr  greateat  portion  of  tben, 
witb  Iheli  famillea,  forsook  public  worship :  and  thla  has  lasted  for  two  montfaa. 
We  eipecC  nothing  belter  In  all  the  congreinxlDDS.  wberc  tbey  get  tbe  controL 
Queena  Conntr  la  also  excited  about  a  minister,  with  what  reault  time  will  aho«. 
Slnga  Countr  Is  reaping  the  fruit  of  n  long-dcalrpd  peace,  such  as  haa  beaa 
anknown  there  for  man;  ;eBrs ;  and  therein  we  also  ma;  rejoice,  althougb  bow  lone 
la  known  odI;  to  Ood. 

(Signed.)     Tour  serranta  and  fellow'laborera, 

Jobn  Bltaema 
LambertuB  De  Bondfc 
New  York.  PWl.  3S.  1192. 
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WALLADER    GOLDEN,    NOVEMBER    18,    1761-JUNE 

14,  1762. 

Other  Items  in  1761. 

Dr.  Wbeelodc  begins  to  labor  among  the  Mohawks.     Doc  Hiat 
N.  T.  4to.,  iv.  313. 

Jan.  3.     Trinity  Chiipch,  New  York,  reaolvea  to  raise  £500.  for 
A  new  organ.     Dix,  Hist.  Trinity  Church,  Vol.  i.  296. 

Uorch    1.     Sir  Wm.    J<dmson  to  Rev.    Jean  B.    Roubault. 
Doa  Hiat  N.  T.  iv.  196. 

Mardi  27.     Rev.  Mr.  Brown  to  Sir.  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc.  Hist. 
N.  Y.  iv.  186. 

Nov.  17.     Sir  Wm.  Johnscai  to  Rev.  Eleazer  Wheelock.     Doc. 
Hist.  N.  Y.  iv.  197. 


FntsT  Epiboopai.  Cuubch  of  Schenectady.     (1762). 


Tb*  first  BaglUh  Charcb.  called  Bt.  Oeai 
Mr.   Jobn  W.  Browa,  wbo  ome  from  Elngli 
rWn  tlM   BpUeopal  chnrcb  warn  toundcd. 
I  mad  John  Danean,  Eaq,     PrCTlom 
I    library.     Tbla  (OKCtber  wltb  tbi 


ge,  wiB  trected  Duder 
Dd  aometlnie  precedluB  tbc  jtax  1T6Z, 
ti  principal  benefHcton  ware  Blr  Wm. 
a  th«  ReTolutlon.  thia  cburcb  owned  • 
(an  aod  a  greater  part  of  tbe  loterlor 
Mtrored  by  aome  iDdlan*  and  ■  gang  of  lawleaa  wbltea.  Btruige  ■■  It 
e  wbltei  were  Whlgal  of  iDch  a>  were  all  paaalao  and  llttte  aeiue  I 
I  cAlled  and  eonaldered  "  tbe  EogllBb  cbureh,"  and  aa  anch  their  rage  waa 
t  evarytblng  EnglUb.  They  of  eourae  thought  It  waa  nnder  Brltltb  Influence. 
f  «TMi  meditated  tbe  deatraetlan  of  the  paalor'i,  Ur.  Dotr'a  property:  bat  they 
tairw  not  bla  place  of  abode,  aod  aa  none  would  Inlorni  them,  he  escaped  their  Ita. 
TlMlT  flr«t  paatOT  waa  tbe  Rbt.  Wm.  Andrew*,  he  waa  laeceeded  In  17T3,  by  tbe 
>■*.  ICr.  Doty,  wbo  left  bla  charge  la  ITTT,  probably  aa  a  Tory.  There  waa  no 
•Mtbd  Dtlnleter  agnln  until  1791,  wben  the  Rev.  Amml  Bogera  took  tbe  ebarati 
■■a  haa  alnc*  been  anceeedcd  by  the  Bot.  Hr.  Whltmore,  the  B«t.  Cyru*  StebblDi, 
«M  tha  KcT.  F.  A.  ProaL 

— Muneell'a  Annate  of  Albany,  Vol.  li,  p^  12S. 
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Acts  of  the  Ci^ssis  of  Amrtksdau. 

(Coetus  of  New  York.) 

1762,  April  5tli.  Art  9.  There  was  also  received  a  letter  ftont 
the  so-oalled  Coetus  of  New  York  and  Jersey,  aigned  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Clerk,  New  Brunswick,  October  8,  1761. 

The  Deputies  read  an  answer  to  the  same,  and  it  was  approved 
and  ordered  to  be  dispatched.  xiii.  288. 

AoTS  OF  THE  Deputies.     April  5,  1762, 

Extracts  from  a  letter  of  the  Coetus  per  Erickson  and  Hardenbei^ 
to  the  Classia  of  Amsterdam,  dated  Oct.  8,  1761.  (In  Vol  83, 
page  41.     No.  313.) 

Letter  from  the  so-called  Coetiis  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
signed  at  Now  Brunswick,  Oct,  8,  1761,  by  Eelohart  Erickaon, 
President  and  Jacob  Rutsen  Hardenberg,  Scriha 

Although  not  exactly  belonging  to  their  Coetus  (Conferentie!) 
the^yi  write  a  reply  to  our  letter,  addressed  to  the  Conaietories  in  the 
Province  of  New  York,  Jan.  13,  1761.  Tliis  contained  two 
articles,  which,  when  the  last  eiTort  for  union  was  made,  retarded 
the  aecur^uent  of  peace ;  nevertheless  tliey  were  so  devised,  aa  to 
be  sufficient  to  remove  every  obstacle,  and  reoommeud  peace  and 
union  in  one  Coetus.  For  the  highest  good  they  had  resolved  to 
make  peace.  For  the  sake  of  peace  tliey  are  inclined  and  inteod 
to  show  a  yielding  spirit  as  before.  While  preserving  a  good  ocm- 
soienoe,  according  to  the  Word  of  God  and  the  Reformed  Chnrdi 
Order,  they  are  willing  to  do  whatever  is  calculated  to  promote  the 
rest  and  edification  of  the  churchcB,  and  to  overlo(A  many  circoin.' 
stances  so  as  to  come  to  a  union.  To  that  end  also  they  have 
determined  to  enter  into  negotiations  themselves  with  the  Cw 
ferentie  Assembly.     They  promise  to  ctsmnmuoate  to  us  the  reealt 
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Thb  Classu  op  Aubtbbdak  to  the  C0BTU8  OF  Nbw  Yobk, 
Aphil  5,  1762.     Vol.  31,  Page  168.     No.  118. 
To  the  Coetufl  of  New  York. 
Her.  Si™  and  MiMjh-beloTed  Bpethren: — 

A^  having  waited  a  long  time  for  good  tidings  from  your 
tomlij,  hoping  to  hear  of  good  results  accomplished  by  our  letter 
of  Jul  13,  1761,*  wo  finally  reo^ved  a  otHmnunicatioii  from 
Bntngwit^  dated  Oct  8,  1761,t  and  signed  by  a  president  and 
3ecreUry  (Erickson  and  Leydt)  We  learned  therefrwn  that 
onr  letter,  with  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  which 
n  suit  to  your  city,  had  arrived  safely.  Our  letter  directed 
to  the  Consistories  of  the  Province  of  New  York,**^  belonged  to 
loth  the  Coetus  and  Cixiferentie.  We  thought  it  best  thus  to 
tddreea  ^u,  without  excluding  either  party,  until  you  are  all 
suited  again  in  one  comm<Hi  Co^us. 

We  were  very  glad  to  leam  that  our  preceding  letter  had  ezoited 
Mine  hope  in  reference  to  your  affairs ;  that  the  two  obstacles  which 
vou  mentioned,  were  removed  by  the  suggestions  of  our  letter.  We 
1h^  that  peace  may  be  promoted  in  the  way  indicated.  We  trust 
we  have  made  ourselvea  an  ezaimple  in  Christian  peace-making  and 
toleration,  passing  by  many  minor  circumstances.  May  the  God  of 
peace  promote  the  precioue  work  among  you,  causing  it  to  advance 
from  proper  principlee  unto  it3  complete  establishment  and  con- 
linuanoe.  O  brethren,  dwell  together,  being  of  one  mind,  in  order 
that  the  shattered  walls  of  Zion  may  be  repaired.  May  we  soon 
bear  of  this  desirable  issue,  the  sooner  the  better.  Would  that  it 
nay  be  already  accomplished  when  you  receive  tliis  letter.  We 
stnd  you  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  for  1761,  as  an 
eridenoe  of  our  desire  to  continue  our  fraternal  correspondence. 
Xow  the  God  of  peace  himself  give  you  peace  always  by  all  means. 
Vith  love  \ve  subscribe  our  names, 
Bev.  Gentlemen  and  Much-beloved  Brethren, 
Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren 

J.  J.  Keesler,  Depp.  CI.  h,  t  Scriba. 
Ii  the  Name  of  the 
Cluma  of  AmsterrJam.  , 

April  S,  1782. 
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REVEJiEND  Dii,  Samuel  Joiinsox  to  Akchhisiiop  Secker. 

Kings  Coll..  New  York,  April  10,  1762. 
May  It  please  Your  Grace 

I  am  most  humbly  thankful  to  your  Grace  for  the  honour  you  have  done  me  In 
constituting  me  your  proxy  at  our  Board,  the  second  Instrument  being  now  arrlTed, 
and  1  am  sorry  the  loss  of  the  first  has  put  your  Grace  to  the  trouble  of  sending 
another. 

I  come  now,  my  rx)rd,  moat  humbly  to  thonk  your  Grace,  for  th'       re  and  trouble' 
you  have  taken  about  providing;  Tutors  for  us :  on  which  I  sholl  not  u.  i>il  to  enlarge^ 
as  I  conclude  Your  Grace  must,  by  this  time,*  have   received  an  answer  to  your* 
Message  by  Mr.  Read.     1  am  convinced  by  the  Reasons  yon  give,  that  the  gentlemaik. 
X  mentioned   would  not  have  well  suited  us,  but  I  intlrely  submitted  It  to  youp 
Grace's  judgment,  and  I  hope  Mr.  Cooper  may  suit  us  very  well,  and  release  me  In 
a  degree  from  the  daily  drugery  of  tuition,  which  grows  too  tedious  for  my  yearSp 
being  far  In  my  OOlh.     I  only  wish  he  were  a  little  older,  that  he  might  be  the  better 
qualified  to  succeed  me.  If  I  should  soon  be  called  off.     But  the  difficulty  la,  that  the 
College  cannot  well  provide  for  the  support  both  of  him  and  me  at  the  same  tlm^ 
in  our  present  circumstances. 

The  President's  Business  here  is,  to  oversee  and  govern  the  College,  to  read 
prayers,  moderate  in  Disputations  and  prescribe  Exercises,  and  to  hold  commeiic»> 
m^nts  and  give  Degrees,  and  besides,  to  act  the  part  of  a  tutor  to  one  of  the  Claisas, 
(I  have  often  two.)  all  which  the  Vice-president  must  do  in  my  absence,  and  be 
always  one  of  the  Tutors,  living  in  a  Collegiate  way,  at  a  common  Table,  at  tha 
expence  of  about  six  shillings  sterling  per  week,  for  meer  board. 


•  •  • 


I   am   greatly   obliged   to  Your   Grace   for  suggesting  to   those  great   men   tba 

Importance  of  sending  us  good  and  religious  G rs.  and  am  glad  they  admit 

the  request  to  be  very  reasonable  and  Important,  and  wish  it  may  be  always  admltfeeda 
and  the  choice  considered  with  great  care:  but  cannot  aay  our  present  case  la  a 

great  deal  mended.     The  G 1  appointed  for  us  seems  a  very  humane,  generong 

and  benevolent  gentleman ;  but  how  he  will  conduct  in  respect  to  what  I  mentloneda 
there  has  not  l>cen  yet  opportunity  to  see,  since  his  accession.  It  would  be  a  Tery 
unfortunate  thing  for  such  a  Country  as  this.  If  any  time  hereafter  a  gentleman  In 

that  high  station  should  neglect  religion  and  keep  a  m a :  a  thing  we  baT«  too 

much  reason  to  fear  may  come  to  pass. 

Indeed  I  fenr  the  times  are  so  bad,  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  many  Gentla* 
men,  otherwise  likely  to  gain  such  stations,  that  have  much  sense  of  Religion  left.*^ 
Our  only  Hope,  under  God,  Is  In  (what  Your  Grace  mentions  next,  to  my  inex- 
pressible joy.)  the  example  and  influence  of  our  most  excellent  young  Sovereign, 
whose  unquestionable  sincerity  In  his  Declarations.  I  do,  with  Your  Grace,  moat 
earnestly  pray,  may  ever  be  preserved  incorruptible. — Blessed  be  God  for  the  happy 
nnanimity  of  the  nation,  and  the  good  dispositions  of  Lord  Halifax  towards  onr 
being  in  due  time  provided  for  with  Bishops,  and  your  good  hopea  relating  to  that 
affair.  I  was  sorry  for  the  premature  mention  of  It  In  the  Boston  Address,  and  am 
very  thankful  for  your  Candid  acceptance  of  the  Draught  I  presumed  to  send  to  ha 
considered  in  its  proper  time,  and  for  presenting  our  Addresses  to  Hia  Majeaty, 
particularly  the  Governors  of  the  College  for  your  presenting  theirs,  and  I  doubt 
not  of  Your  Grace's  Influence,  when  you  have  a  proper  opportunity,  that  ha  maf 
become  a  kind  benefactor  to  It. 

Aa  to  Rye  (though  I  have  once  or  twice  put  them  upon  applying  to  the  Soclatj,) 
I  auppose  the  Reason  why  they  have  not,  has  been,  because  they  have  been  trying 
and  desirous  to  get  one  they  know.  In  these  parts,  but  have  not  yet  aucceeded,  and 
they  are  too  much  governed  by  an  overbearing  gentleman  there,  a  member  of  our 
Assembly,  who  I  doubt  not  has  but  little  regard  to  religion,  which  waa  alao  tha  east 
at  West  Chester.  As  to  what  Mr.  Wetmore  writes,  the  caae  la  thla:  The  Qawwn- 
^  moit  formerly,   when   they  had  a  rellgloua  Governor,   eatabllahed  tha  Charch  Is 
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MWtl  parlllltit  Tls.  New  York  with  a  SsUrr  of  100  per  aDDDm  Statten  Islaail, 
Tdt  Cbeater,  Bje,  Jamaica  and  BempBtexI  with  BO  per  annum  to  be  raised  from  the 
people;  to  wbom  br  tbelr  Church  Wardena  and  Vestry,  the  Law  gives  a  right  of 
IRHDtatloii.  The  Soclet;  adds  BO  8t.  bnt  If  their  aend  them  a  mlalsler.  he  must 
■IM  tM  chosen  bj  the  people  and  Inducted  b;  order  of  tbe  OoTernor,  la  order  to  be 
ktltitd  to  their  Balar;.  Aa  od  tbe  other  hand,  th«;  may  chase  and  preaeot  a 
HIliMer,  and  bt  la  Inducted,  and  then  they  appi;  to  tbe  Society  for  their  Salary. 
ill  tkere  ncTer  was  bat  one  Instance  wherein  tbe  Society  refused,  tIz.  at  Slatten 
UiBd.  because  the  person  Inducted  bad  not  bad  the  Society's  leave  to  remove, 

1  k<9ed  Bye  would  have  chosen  young  Mr.  Wetmore  to  succeed  his  father,  whom 
be  people  generally  like,  but  there  la  sucb  a  faction  agalaat  him.  iDflueDced  by  tbe 
ptnoa  aboTS  mentioned  (tho'  without  any  good  reason)  tbnt  I  doubt  II  will  not  do. 
I«U  Instead  of  Amboy  Mr,  Palmer  had  been  appointed  there,  who  would  douhtiesa 
tan  been  accepted  and  inducted :  and  this  1  wlih  may  yet  be  done :  because  AmiKiy 
tad  to  mnch  set  thelc  hearts  on  Mr.  Mc  Kean,  that  tbey  are  utterly  aTerse,  1  bear, 
ti  hiTlng  Mr.  Palmer,  who  Is  equally  avene  to  goluK  thither,  and  will  tie  Ter; 
■taniy  U  be  does.  I  expect  every  day  an  earneet  pelltion  both  from  blm  and  hia 
|)Dplt  Bt  UtehHeld  to  the  Society,  that  he  mar  be  continued  where  he  la.  And 
MMd  it  la  hlgbly  expedient  he  shoold ;  as  there  le  vastly  more  duty  to  do  in  that 
Canity  tlian  Mr.  Davla  can  do  with  advantage,  and  Indeed  full  enough  for  tbsm 
taUL~BDt  It  tlie  Society  cannot  afford  to  continue  blm  where  be  Is.  1  beg  he  may  ba 
awolaied  at  Bye. 

I  wish,  when  there  Is  a  new  Blahop  of  London,  that  Commlasarles  may  soon  be 
Vpolntad  who,  among  other  tblngs  should  direct  tbe  Clergy  to  lake  turns  to  preach 
nd  administer  In  such  vacant  places. — And  I  beg  leave,  my  Lord,  to  observe,  .that 
K  la  a  great  pity,  when  patents  are  granted,  as  they  often  are.  for  large  Tracts  of 
laad,  no  provlalon  Is  made  for  Bellgion  or  Bcboola  I  wlsb  therefore  Instructions 
■tn  given  to  our  Goveroours  never  to  grant  patents  tor  Townsblpa  or  villages,  or 
lugs  ManDura.  without  obliging  tbs  Patentees  to  sequeater  a  Competent  portion  for 
Hm  aapport  of  Religion  and  Education. 

Si«s  worthy  persons  lb  these  parts  are  not  without  apprehensions  concerning  a 
(Htate  gentleman  gooe  to  Eogland  from  America  thia  winter  whose  ambition  ia 
I— I  labia,  that  (excepting  there  would  have  been  a  peace,)  one  of  his  dealgni  wa^ 
!•  lava  endeavoured  to  be  made  tbe  first  BIsbop  of  America  :  which.  If  It  could  be 
■WUsid  to  take  place^  woald  be  very  disgustful  to  tbe  generality  of  the  Church  In 
tten  parta,  nor  can  It  be  Imagined  that  any  one  from  hence  would  be  acceptable. 

Toor  Oraca'a  moat  obliged  and 

moat  dutiful  Boo  and  moat  obedient  humble  Servant, 

(Blgned)         Samuel  Johnson. 

— Col.  Doca.  N.  1.  Vol.  rll,  pp.  494-8. 


CnrECn  of  New  York. 
Bequest  for  EngHsli  Preacliitig. 

New  York,  May  3,  1762. 
"iteaen.  Jacobus  Roosvelt  and  Philip  Livingston  presented  a  te- 
qaeet,  signed  by  a  great  number  of  members  of  the  congregation, 
■I  well  as  others,  together  with  a  request  from  young  men  baptized 
■d  partly  reared  in  our  church,  for  the  serricea  of  a  minister  using 
As  Ea^idi  language  for  our  church,  according  to  the  Nelliec- 
laiduh  ConatitntJozL     Tbia  having  been  read   and  consideTeA., 
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received  tlie  following  answer,  a  copy  of  which  was  also  given  to 
the  petitioners  at  their  request. 

Answer:  The  Consistory  find  in  the  proposal  of  the  petitioners 
many  things,  which  occur  to  them,  as  proper  and  becoming,  and  for 
which  reasons  the  subject  deserves  dose  attention.  But  it  also 
appears  frofu  the  names  of  the  signers,  that  tliere  is  a  great  number 
of  members,  to  whom  they;  owe  no  less  consideration,  who  have  not 
signed  said  petition.  Therefore  as  guardian  of  the  quiet  and  wel- 
fare of  the  congrt^tion,  we  do  not  find  ourselves  in  a  condition  to 
give  immediately  such  an  answer  as  is  perhaps  expected,  but  we  are 
compelled  to  delay  a  little. 

Thus  daae  etc., 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t  Preaident, 

Acts  of  tub  Classis  of  Amstekoam. 
Fiev.  John  Arondens,  suspended,  seeks  a  oall  to  the  West  Indies. 
1763,  May  3rd.  Art.  ti.  The  Deputies  ad  ree  Exteras  make 
known  that  John  Arondeus,  formerly  a  minister  on  Long  Island, 
M-aa  in  the  year  (1750),  declared  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 
unfit  to  preach  and  to  perform  the  other  functions  of  the  Sacred 
Ministry.  This  declaration  was  place<l  by  the  Clerk  of  Classis 
upon  one  of  his  papers,  so  that  those  unacquainted  should  not  be 
(ieooivod  thereby.  Nevertheless,  he  lias  not  scrupled  to  ask  the 
Messrs.  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  that  he  might  go  as 
preacher  to  the  West  Indies.  They  refeared  him  to  the  Deputies. 
To  these  he  showed  a  quasi-renewed  certificate  from  New  York, 
in  which  did  not  appear  the  above  mentioned  declaration  (of  sus- 
pension) of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  to  which  circumstances 
also  he  did  not  in  the  least  allude.  The  Deputies  rebuked  him 
for  his  deceptive  conduct,  and  annoimced  to  him  that  he  could  not 
bo  recommended  by  them  for  securing  any  pastorate  until  he  were 
reliabilitated  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  The  Deputies  also 
gave  the  Messrs.  Directors  an  account  of  what  had  happened  with 
flus  John  Arondeus,  in  order  that  the  duplicity  he  had  practiced 
might  be  exposed,  and  its  repetition  prevc!n\M.  \Ti  \.W  future. 

Tim.  ^%\. 
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CuDBCu  OP  New  Yokk. 
Oppofiitioa  to  English  Preacihiiig.     Other  Plans. 

New  York,  May  i:J,  1762. 
Ckauhiffry.  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 
MeasrflL  Abel  Hardenbrock,  Jacobus  Stoutenburg  and  others,  pre- 
sented a  request,  signed  by  a  great  number  of  members  of  the  con- 
gregBtitHi.  This  being  read  and  considered,  the  answer  was,  that 
the  conwstory  would  do  their  utmost  to  satisfy  both  jtartic^,  if  at 
all  possible.  Thereup<ni  domine  Ititzema  presented  two  propo- 
sitioaa,  enquiring  if  these  would  not  meet  the  views  of  both  parties. 

1.  The  call  of  a  Professor  of  Theology  who  also  han  the  ability  to 
preach  in  English,  and  who  shall  have  an  evening  turn  in  tlie  New 
Church,  for  which  projier  provision  can  be  made. 

2.  Or  tlie  call  of  an  English  preacher,  aL-cordinfr  li>  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Netherlandish  Church,  yet  that  he  and  thiiso  of  the 
congregation  who  desire  an  English  minister  may  have  a  oon- 
usbny  by  themselves,  without  coming  into  the  colleagueship  of  the 
Dntct  ccmsistory ;  and  the  consistory  shall  provide  for  tho  payment 
of  such  minister,  and  he  shall  preach  in  the  New  Clmrch  at  sucli 
times  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  tlie  coiigi-egation. 

This  the  President  underto<^  to  explain  more  fully.  IIo  also 
requested  anyone  who  had  or  knew  anything  that  was  better,  to 
bring  it  forward.  This  domine  de  Rondo  and  others  promised 
tod% 

The  President  then  represented  that  it  bcluMned  the  {■on^^istory 
(0  take  into  serious  consideration : 

1.  The  securing  of  the  privil^;es  [charter  rights]  of  the  Dutch 
^nrch  to  the  same,  so  that  the  consistory,  neither  now  nor  in  the 
future,  should  use  them  for  the  support  of  an  Knglish  minister  or 
miniaten. 

2.  The  minister  or  ministers  shall  always  lie  of  the  Netlier- 
lindieh  Constitution  which  was  confirmed  in  the  Syaiixl  of  Dort 
1618, 1619,  and  shall  subscribe  all  the  Standards  of  Doctrine,  and 
piwcfa  one  a  week  on  the  Ileidelbei;^  Catechism. 
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3.  Ho  shall  be  in  full  fellowdiip  with  oiir  Churdi,  to  teadi 
along  with  the  Dutch,  and  to  rule  jointly  with  the  Consistory;  that 
the  Dut<;h  and  the  English  shall  make  together  only  one  oongr^ar 
tion ;  although  the  estates  granted  in  the  charter  and  confirmed  1^ 
the  Act  of  Assembly,  shall  remain  definitely  for  the  Dutch. 

4.  That  in  order  to  settle  satisfactorily  the  dispute  about  the 
seasons  in  the  New  Church  to  which  divine  service  in  English  shall 
be  limited,  the  arrangement  shall  be  to  establish  an  evening  service 
there  first,  and  afterward  to  put  it  in  the  morning  or  afternoon,  at 
the  usual  time  of  worship. 


Thus  done  in  our  meeting, 


J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 


New  York,  May  17, 1762. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  nama 

The  farther  explanation  of  domino  Kitzema's  two  propositions 
in  the  last  consistory  was  presented.  Also  another  plan  of  Mr. 
Clopper,  relative  to  tlie  English  minister  yet  in  full  communion 
with  our  Church,  etc.  Then  came  again  the  first  petitioners,  with 
papers  of  greater  urgency  than  before,  especially  with  a  view  to 
remove  the  point  on  which  the  second  petitioners  stuck  fast.  Thctf 
stated  these  positions.  They  were  then  proposed  by  the  President^ 
in  the  name  and  presence  of  tho  first  party,  to  the  second,  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  The  English  minister  should  be  ia  full  communion  with  the 
Dutch  Church  and  under  the  same  consistory. 

2.  The  payment  of  the  English  minister  should  be  singly  and 
only  from  voluntary  subscriptions. 

3.  The  Consistory  coming  in  from  time  to  time,  (when  chosen  to 
office,)  shall,  under  the  subscription  for  the  payment  of  the  minis- 
ters, in  every  case,  bind  themselves  not  to  touch  the  Dutch  treasury 
for  the  English  preacher,  but  to  keep  the  Dutch  treasury  intact. 

This  proposal,  accompanied  with  reasons  by  tho  President, 
found,  however,  small  acceptance  among  those  to  whom  it  was 
Addreeaed;  and  so  they  separated,  with  nothing  done. 
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nflreapm  Uie  oonsUtoTy,  oonBideriug  further  wbat  waa  to  be 
d<HM^  resolved  to  examine  the  oonfinn&tory  Act  of  Aasemblj,  which 
Act  relates  to  the  New  Church  also;  and  to  see  if  it  limits  MB,  as 
the  first  charter  does  in  relation  to  the  Old  Cturch. 
This  dona  etc 

J.  Kitzema,  p.  t  President. 

New  York,  May  18,  1762. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 
The  committee  to  examine  the  Confirmatory  Act  of  Assembly  re- 
ported, that  they  found  nothing  there  to  show  any  danger  of  for- 
fating  oar  Charter,  in  case  an  English  minister  was  admitted  in 
die  New  Church.     Thereupon  the  entire  Act  was  read   in   the 
meeting.     No  one  observed  anything  of  that  nature.     The  first 
petitifmers  thus  put  out  of  the  way  what  the  second  petitioners  had 
insiBted  on  to  some  degree,  namely,  the  fear  of  losing  the  church- 
estates.     The  following  matter  was  then  taken  up:  that,  let  the 
service  be  limited  bs  much  as  men  pleased  it  would,  nevertheless 
not  work  well  for  one  and  the  same  Consistory  to  sit  under  both 
ministrations.     Either  each  congregation  should  be  by  itself,  or 
dse  a  new  Consistory  should  be  chosen  consisting  of  three  Elders 
and  fonr  Deaoons,  who  should  occupy  their  own  place  under  the 
(English)  minister  to  be  called ;  and  the  same  number  as  usual, 
namely  six  Elders  and  eight  Deaoons  should  remain  for  the  Dutch, 
vet  all  making  together  one  oongr^ation  and  one   consistory. 
Endeavors  should  be  made  with  this  proposal  to  reconcile  both 
parties  to  each  other. 
Signed  etc. 

J.  Kitzema,  p.  t.  Preeident. 

Acts  of  ths  Ci.absis  ob'  Amsterdau. 

Approval  of  the  Call  of  Rev.  Blaauw. 

1762,  June  7th.     Art.  2.     Rev.  Cornelius  Blaauw,  minist^  on 

£ast  Vlielaud,  was  called  by  the  elders  and  deacons,  unanimously 

H  t  minister  in  the  province  of  New  Netherland  in  North  America, 

ior  the  Tillages  of  P<m^>ton  (Pl&ina),  Totowa,  and  QKnae^t 
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(FairtiQld).  IIi^  ivqiioetd  that  this  c-all  iiiiiv  lio  fortilied  by  the 
ClassiB  with  it«  «)iproval.  Tho  CIhsi^is  timlin^  iliis  cjill  satisfactory 
and  (HI  the  declanitiou  of  Rov.  Blaaiiw  that  lie  ar<.x>pt«  the  same  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord,  approves  said  caJl  witli  pniycr  for  a  ble^^ing 
upon  him.  After  his  dismission  from  the  Coiisislor>-  and  tho 
Classis  of  Eiikliiii.^en,  Kcv.  Blaanw  was  installed  Iiy  the  Rev. 
(Deputies)  ad  res  Exterasin  theKiured  iIinistry*(for  sniid  places.) 

xiii.  292. 

PsALSla  BY  VOET, BuslXO. 

Art,  4,  Tile  vliyined  Psalms  of  K.  Voi'r,  rum  fiui.t.  of  Psalm 
73-88  inclu^vp,  uiid  also  two  troatised  by  II  r.  Biisinp,  being  exer- 
cises on  sele<'le<l  subjci'ts — were  likewise  approved;         xiii.  2!);I. 

Acts  ok  the  Ci.Afsis  of  Amsterdam. 
Rf'port  <if  Oommiltee  on  thoUhj-nied  PsaliiL*. 

Art-  5.  The  Hoy.  ( '<n'iunitlee  on  llie  Rlnnned  Psahns  report  that 
with  great  eare  rliey  tfK>k  iiito  consideration  some  Copies  of  Rhymed 
Psalms,  and  mnv  read  a  reporl  (i»r(-a<lvico)  Iwarinp  ou  the  sub- 
ject 

This  report  ( jire-aiivice)  ivith  (lie  :ip)>cndod  fipc^'iniens.  will 
remain  sealed  u]>,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  sexton.  He  shall  keep 
them  in  readinws,  so  tliat  each  menilier  may  have  an  opportunity 
to  examine  them,  liut  all  the  members  wlio  do  this  also  pledge 
themselves  to  raaie  no  copies  of  any  of  them,  but  only  lo  cign  his 
name  imdemeatli  (those  Rhymed  Psalms)  after  reading  them; 
and  then  to  seal  them  up  again  with  his  own  seal.  The  Re^'. 
Committee  are  cordially  thanked  for  their  manifold  pains  and 
explanation.  A  copy  of  this  resolution  shall  Ite  laid  with  these 
aforesaid  papers.  The  members  are  re(|nesiiMl  to  appear  at  tlie 
next  following  C-wtus  |  Assembly]  in  order  tn  cnne  to  a  conclnsion 
in  reference  to  them.  xiii.  20-'J,  204. 
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RcT.  Abraham  Eetoltas  to  the  CI&sbU  of  Amsterdam,  June  7, 176^, 
(Abstract,  Vol.  33,  page  51.     No.  324.) 

Queen B  Cauiiit7,  Jamilcu. 
June  7th.  3762 
IncKBd  Bin:— 
.        TW  oltjcct  of  till*  letter  to  7oar  Bevi.  bj  •  •ttanser,  will  become  clearer  ftoui 
'     Of  MUn  of  tbe  KcTi.  Rltiema,  De  Bimdc.  Tan  StDderen,  and  Babel,  aod  of  ibe 
Uaditorle*  ol  tbe  four  milled  ebarebe*  of  Qoeena  Conntr,  witb  wblcb  tbla  cbutvb 
ballfd.    Xoor  Revi.  will  lee  from  tbe«e  letters,  tbat  I  am  called  nnanlmmialj,  b; 
Oat  Coutatorten.  In  tbe  name  ot  tbeir  contregatloOB.  to  tbe  oOce  of  Pastor  and 
Mlilnn'  amoDi  them. 

II  DiT  reaaonabl;  be  expected  In  tncb  a  welgbtr  affair  as  tbla.  jour  Beva,  will 
talic  lome  apeclal  account  of  mj  person  and  tbe  clrcDmataacea  of  tbla  call.  In 
oMn  to  aatlafr  TOar  deelre,  I  write  to  roar  Rev*  tbe  following  accoant.  wItb  all 
tonlUtT  and  reapact. 

At  preacDt  I  am  a  member  of  tbe  Preabrterj  of  New  Tork.  I  waa  examined 
kj  tait  Body  Id  tbe  regnlar  wa;,  and  waa  aabaaqaently  ordained.  Tbla  your  Rere.  v 
■in  learn  from  tbe  letters  ot  Heaara.  Rltiema  and  De  Ronda.  Tbat  Preabytery. 
with  MTera)  otbers.  la  ander  tbe  Synod  of  New  York  and  Ptalladelpbla.  Tbla 
flynod  receives  as  her  Articles  of  Faltb  and  Rules  of  Cbnrcb  flovemment  snd  Wor- 
•Up.  the  same  aa  those  oaed  Id  the  Cbnrcb  of  Scotland.  Tbe  Westminster  Cnn- 
tnrton  of  Kalth  and  Ibe  acotcb  Dlrvclorj  of  Worship  must  necessarily  be  adonied 
tij  111  Who  place  tbemaelTes  under  tbe  Jurisdiction  of  tbls  Synod. 

It  was  my  ronylction  Ibat  tbere  was  do  real  difference  between  tbe  Presbyleriaii 
rhuches  nnder  the  Jurisdiction  of  tbe  Synod  and  our  Dutch  Churcb,  In  which 
I  was  edncBted  and  first  received  as  a  member:— I  say.  It  was  this  conviction,  an 
nU  as  a  very  conglderable  knon-ledge  of  and  prsctlce  In  tbe  English  lat>i;UH):p. 
■Me  than  In  ihe  Unioh.  which  led  me,  after  I  bad  directed  my  Iboutthti  lo  ibe 
■Inlstry.  to  unite  wllb  tbe  English  PresbyterlatiB,  to  preach  the  GorppI  snioiig 
Ikrn. 

After  1  bad  preached  a  few  aeimons,  I  was  Invited  by  the  Eugllsh  Presbyterians 
la  Klliatietb  Town.  New  Jersey,  nblch  Is  altnated  ebout  twenty  Rngllsh  miles  from 
OS  City  or  .\e.w  York.  lo  preach  lo  that  congregnUon  at  tbat  time  wllbout  a  mln- 
Mw.  That  churcb  was  then  vacant  on  account  of  the  removal  of  their  former 
aWiter,  In  accordance  with  the  action  of  Ibe  Presbytery,  on  account  i>f  dlepntcs 
wUch  had  arisen  In  that  congregation.  It  Is  the  largest  and  moat  hnporlant 
bfUab  Pivsbyterlan  chnreb  In  New  Jersey.  With  the  tpndecvst  evldenoes  of 
UstlOD,  I  was  tben  called  to  that  charge  to  be  their  pastor  and  mlnlHter.  1 
BKCpttd  tbe  call  and  waa  Inslalled  In  the  service  among  Ibem  In  a  solemn  manner. 
ky  ta«  Presbytery,  on  the  second  Wednesday  In  Seplember,  Anno  Domini  17S7,  in 
the  twenty-Hftb  year  of  my  age. 

I  remained  a  little  more  than  three  years  In  Ellrabeth  Town.  Then  disputes 
■nae  In  tbe  congregation  and  anlmoeltles  developed  toward  me.  This  led  me. 
■KHher  with  some  otben  In  tbe  congregation,  to  reqoeat  a  release,  throuEb  the 
l^sbytery.  from  my  charge.     Tbla  took  place  on  October  iBt,  1760. 

After  these  tbloga  I  realised  moat  profoundly  tbe  uncertainty  of  a  settlement 
^  ite  Presbyterian  ebnrebea.  I  waa  alao  cot  to  the  benrt  by  Ihe  cruelty  and 
tifntllDde  of  tbe  people.  Bnt  being  reaaonably  provided  with  tbe  neceasarlea  ot 
Ike,  through  Ibe  grscloua  Providence  of  Ood,  and  after  much  depression  of  feeling 
•M  earnest  pleadings  before  the  Fatber  of  Wisdom  tor  hla  direction,  I  bouiht  B 
Urn  m  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  and  went  thither  with  my  family  on  Ihe  Ifl  tlay  of 

lur  i7«i. 

'>as  of  the  most  Important  reasons  for  my  removal  to  JamHlca  was  the  oppor- 
tMly  wUeh  It  gave  m»  to  preach  tbe  Gospel  to  a  poor  Engllab  con  green  I  Ion  at 
~  Tbey  had  been  wttbont  a  pastor  for  more  Iban  twenty  year*.  auA 

1  all  aoIle/MD*  abont  their  own  mlBersble  i-ondltlon.     They  vtete  ^*^ 
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nnable  iDd  dMllned  to  iDpport  ■  piator.  uid  4lui  tbat  It  miut  be  iiid,  for  inch 
reawns  too  mncb  deaplied  and  neglected  bj  tbe  mlnlitera.  I  preached  man  than 
a  ;ear  la  tbi*  coDsresatlon.  It  prospered  br  mjr  aervlcea;  and  tbe  people  even 
besaa  to  apiircclate  Ibe  privilege  o(  diTlne  serrlcoB  bo  mncb  tbat  tbej  offered  to 
pa;  me  a  salarj.  1  hope  and  expect  that  onder  tbe  good  hand  ol  God,  m;  preacb- 
Ins  amons  them  will  reaalt  la  tbe  permanetit  reestabllBbment  o(  public  aervlcea 
amoag  (hem.  Hut  while  I  iras  preapbinc  at  Uompalead,  some  of  the  Dalcb,  tbe 
doon  ol  wboae  cbnrcbea  were  Ibea  cloaed,  came  to  bear  me,  aod  eipreaaed  a  dealn 
to  call  me  lo  aerrlce  among  tbum. 

Yonr  Kera.  mar  be  asaurcd  tbat  all  thla  took  place  wllhout  any  aaggeatlon  oa  1117 
part.  I  waa  aa  rntire  atrniiger  to  all  nintti'tn  perfalning  to  (heir  calling  me  Tbicb 
were  la  progreu  In  the  Dutob  coagregatlona.  until  the  COUBlmor;  waa  on  tbe  rerr 
point  or  giving  expreaBlou  to  their  dealrea.  Your  IlevB,  mny  well  understand  tbat 
1  was  very  much  Burrrlscd  when  asked  by  tbe  ConRlstory  after  a  recital  of  wbat 
the  t;onBlBtor;  bad  dooe.  If  I  would  accept  tbe  charge  of  their  four  untied  coaxre- 
gatlona.  1  gave  them  Ibe  following  nnswer:  thut  t  could  not  at  once  deride  on  ■(» 
ImiKinaot  a  matli>r,  but  tbat  I  fenred  tlinl  I  could  not  forsake  my  ordination  by  tbe 
EngllKb;  and  then,  too.  my  small  abUllleB  In  tlie  Dulcb  language  would  be  an 
obBlacte  (hereto.  They  answered  tbat  (liey  bad  Bpokr'n  witb  the  nelirhborlng  Dntcb 
mlnlBtetB  eonc<'mlng  my  ordination  and  their  own  nlTnlrB.  and  that  those  mlntaten 
thought  tbat  the  snggesled  obslacles  would  be  no  hindrance  to  the  call. 

(furtbemiore.  ILe  L'onslBtnrlcs  desired  me  to  (ro  with  them  to  visit  the  nelgbbop- 
,  lag  miDlBlerB.  and  talk  with  them  on  all  these  matters.  This  I  did,  snd  the  FMOlt 
of  tbe  conference  was  that  the  Conslstortes  were  encouraged  by  Meisra.  RltsemA 
and  Kubel,  to  go  through  the  congrpgallona  to  make  np  a  call  for  me.  The  mln- 
iBtera.  ninreover,  declan-d  that  such  call  would  be  couflrmed  In  Holland  by  tbe  R»r. 
Ulassls  Of  Amateldam  (Amstenlam.) 

Uabaequeally.  by  the  advice  and  with  the  consent  of  tbe  atoressld  mInlMeta,  bot 
not  hcfore.  tbe  ConslstorleB  obliged  me  to  preach  successively  Id  all  their  foar 
churches.  Then  tbe  lour  Consistories,  npon  the  unanlDious  recgncBt.  snd  In  the 
name  or  the  four  congregstlona,  presented  their  call  to  me.  And  nntwlthBtandtac 
tbe  desires  of  the  congregallon  of  Hempstead  to  retain  my  servleea,  I  accepted  tbl* 
call  after  due  consideration.  II  was  done  wllh  prayers  to  Ood  to  direct  me  aa  to 
my  duty,  and  In  order  to  ptnmote  Ibe  greatest  Rood  of  Christ's  kingdom,  and  antlcl- 
pating  that  the  same  would  be  conSnned  by  your  Rev.  CIbbbIb.  If  the  Clasala  !■ 
willing  to  receive  me  as  a  brother.  I  am  willing  to  subordinate  myself  to  the  aama 
In  all  ccelcBlBBtlcal  matters,  nnder  Christ. 

Itevcrend  Kathcre  and  Brethren,  thaa  staads  tbe  matter.  In  the  bosom  of  yonr 
Chnrch  1  was  edncated  and  have  always  highly  esteemed  her.  And  now.  In  order 
to  promote  her  prosperity.  I  am  willing,  while  I  bope  for  the  help  of  Ood's  Spirit 
and  the  affection  of  your  Hcv.  CIbbsIb.  to  give  my  weak  facnitlea,  as  a  Ulnlater,  to 
this  work. 

Your  ClasBls  Is  well  aware  of  tbe  sad  dlsputea.  the  tinchrlatlan  dlacorda.  tba 
tinhappy  srhlams.  and  the  great  anlmoaltles  wblcb  bave  M  long  prevailed  In  tbeee 
congregations,  and  have  robbed  so  many  preclons  and  Immortal  souls  of  the  pleastnc 
BjeBBBgPB  of  ths  (lospol.  Yonr  Revs,  bave  frequently  In  your  letter*  eipressed  ytnir 
grief  over  these  things,  and  mantfeated  yonr  Christian  compassion  for  theas  distent 
parts  or  Ubrlat's  vineyard,  t  have  bad  a  cloaer  view  of  the  unbappy  condltlooi  of 
tbese  congregations.  Consistories  opposing  Consistories  and  members  appoilng 
memtierv.  These  sad  scenes  have  cauaed  great  sorrow  In  my  heart,  for  my  brethren, 
my  kindred  according  to  the  Desh. 

After  all  the  disputes  and  divisions  In  tbese  congregations,  at  last  the  day  of 
peaee  and  general  unity,  desired  by  all  the  good,  yet  expected  by  few,  hsB  arrived. 
Tbey  tell  me  that  I,  (wbo  am  an  tmwortby  servant  of  Christ,  and  who.  strange 
enough,  strayed  to  this  place),  have  become  the  canse  of  their  happy  anion,  and 
tbat.  as  sneb.  I  bave  been  called  by  them.  Uedltatlng  on  the  Providence  of  OoA 
which  brongbt  me  to  this  place,  and  on  the  general  good  feeling  of  the  congTegB* 
UooB  towards  me  after  some  of  their  fruitless  attempts  to  seenre  others.  I  hsTe 
considered  the  call  as  tbe  Voice  of  Ood  and  have  obeyed  tbe  same.  Believe  am, 
Rer.  Sirs,  that,  tf  I  know  my  own  heart.  It  Is  only  because  I  looked  at  tbe  mattac 
Dt  thiM  light,  and  especially  from  tore  towards  my  Cmclfled  Savior,  with  an  esmert 
atmln  to  prtamrrm  tbe  peace  and  unity  ot  t!hca«  cangragations  and  to  promots  Ow 
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stlCare  of  their  ■onla,  that  I  hsTtf  become  tncllDed  to  accept  their  call.  I  bare 
already  aalTered  manj  bardlhlpi  and  dliappolntmeDts  In  the  mlnlHtrj.  altboDgb  I 
MB  7*t  Toung,  iDcb  aa  I  wonld  not  have  laffered  la  aaj  otber  Tocatlon.  And  because 
of  th*  BBCertalD  lore  and  treacberona  chancea  of  mea,  and  tbe  eninlt;  of  the  world 
mcBlnn  Cbilat  and  bli  dliclplei,  I  have  reaion  to  fear  that  1  will  ret  eiperlencfl 
Bvell  mora  of  grief  and  aorrow.  With  all  bumllllT,  1  bellev*  ibat  If  I  was  not 
Malljr  daalrotH  of  wUllngl;  taking  np  the  croH  of  Chrltt,  and  bearing  It  after  him, 
1  wonld  not  again  andenake  tbe  Important  sprvlce  of  tbe  ministry.  Tbe  dlfflcDlty 
•too  of  my  preaching  th«  Qoapel  and  perfonnliig  mj  dntlea  Id  a  laDKuage  irblcb 
1  do  not  Tei7  well  andantaud.  and  whlcb  I  miut  yet  learn.  In  ordpr  lo  aerre  tour 
oeapcgatlou*  far  apart,  and  that  for  a  imaller  salur;  than  I  received  In  tbe  Ene- 
Uak  cbDicb  witb  caller  work: — all  tbeae  cod  it  derations  will  convince  four  Kevs.  of 
tbe  aprlgbtneai  of  m;  heart  In  what  I  bare  related  to  jonr  Rera. 

That  1  waa  not  orer  eager  to  accept  thU  call,  ao  far  as  reepecla  myaelt.  tout 
B«Ta.  wlU  lec  from  a  motion  and  dealre  lo  which  I  gave  eipreulon  before  tbe  Con- 
riatoi7  in  tlwlr  lait  meeting.  It  wbi  that.  If  tbe  Rev,  ClasBla.  ihould  retaso  to 
latuy  Utia  call  to  me,  tbe  Coniletorj  should  then  rcqoent  the  Rev.  ClaailB  to  send 
t  minlater  to  ibelr  congregations,  according  to  their  wisdom,  and  ibat  tber 
t  him.  Rut  ther  refused  this  proposRl.  And  now  I  leave 
r  wItb  ron,  nev.  Bin.  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  jour  Revs  will 
t  that  wblcb  70Dr  Reva.  Sball  deem  beat  for  these  coo gregnt Ions.  MeaU' 
wUle,  mar  tbe  Father  of  Light!  guide  your  Reva.  b;  His  Spirit,  In  the  deapatcbing 
at  tbli  and  all  other  mattsi*  wblch  may  come  before  roar  Reva.  This  Is  tbe 
nneat  dealre  of  jour  Bevl.  bumble  servant  and  co-laborer  la  tbe  Tlnejard  of 
ChrlM. 

Abraham  Keteltas. 
(See  Oct.  T,  1T02.) 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  GOVERNOR  ROBERT  MOXCK- 

TON,  JUNE  14, 1762-.IUNE  28, 1763. 

('in'RCit  OP  Nkw  York, 

English  ProHcIiini;.     Difficiiltie*. 

New  York,  July  6,  1762. 
Consistory  hcl J  aftpr  calling  oa  God's  name. 

1.  Touching  the  call  of  an  English  minister  to  our  churdi,  some 
articles  were  presented  by  Mr.  Lott,  Jr.,  to  sliow  how  this  oould  be 
coaveniently  done.  Theeo  having  been  read  and  somewhat  ex- 
amined, were  approved  by  the  oonsistorj',  with  a  view  of  proposing 
them  to  both  parties  and  obtaining  their  consent  to  them.  Domines 
Ritzema  and  De  Ronde,  Cornelius  Clopper  and  Pieter  Lott  wea« 
appointed  a  committee  for  this  purpose.  They  undertook  to 
attend  to  it  at  once  t^nd  make  report. 

2.  Mr.  Tiebout  enquired  if  one  Suiianna  Kock  could  bo  employed 
by  the  Deacons  at  twenty  shillings  i>er  montli.     Agreed  to. 

This  done  etc. 

L.  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 

Report  of  the  above  Committoe,  Messrs.  Vredenburg,  Tiebout, 
Hardenbrook,  Turk,  Bogert,  Brown  and  Stoutemburg  appeared  in 
the  Consistory  Chamber  as  representing  the  Second  Petitioners. 
After  speaking  again  and  again  ^'itii  these  members,  and  reading 
to  tliem  the  proposed  Articles,  and  urging  tlierii  to  agree  to  them, 
we  received  reply,  that  tiie  Second  Petitioners  would  in  no  way 
consent  that  an  English-preaching  minister  should  come  into  our 
church.  Tliey  desired  to  remain  as  tliey  nlwa™  had  been.  They 
would  come  no  more  before  the  Consistory  and  refused  even  to  take 
a  copy  of  the  Articles, 

]..  d©  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 

New  York,  July  12,  1762. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 
The  Consistory  found  itself  much  peri>lexed  by  the  above  giveu 
answer,  inasmuch  as  it  was  their  busmcas  and  duty  to  keep  an  oy» 
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tm  both  set  of  petitioners,  and  satisfy  both,  ifpos&ibta  Thematter 
a^  hj  the  Second  Petitioners  was  their  fear  of  losing  in  course 
of  time,  their  chun^  and  church  privileges,  (the  Charter)  ;  yet  the 
First  Petitiouers  propose  nothing  else  than  to  secure  the  same  for 
theDutoh  Church.  luasmudi  as  the  Consistory  is  now  a  (Civil) 
Cwporation,  as  such  it  has  always  been  very  zealous  in  making 
wcnre  those  propertiee,  which  by  will  have  bewi  given  them,  for 
the  eorice  and  support  of  the  ministers.  By  virtue  of  the  Charter, 
owfirmed  to  them  by  Act  of  Assembly,  the  Consistory  resolved  to 
htve  the  proper  papers  prepared  and  confirmed  by  the  Seal  of  the 
coiporattou,  and  thereupon  also,  immediately  to  have  the  Call  of 
•n  En^i^  minister  prepared,  under  the  limitations  fixed  in  the 
list  proposal ;  except  the  sixth  article  is  made  to  read  that  neither 
the  Dutch  nor  the  English  ministers  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  col- 
lections. 

Me^rs.  Cornelius  Clopper,  Marscbalk  and  Abram  Lett,  Jr.  were 
•ppoiated  to  speak  with  such  a  lawyer  as  they  should  approve,  in 
respect  to  drawing  up  the  above  resolution. 

L.  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 


Action-  of  the  Staod  of  Ncmith  Holland,  July  27-Auo.  6, 
1762,  Page  50,  Vol..  65. 

Article  3t). 

Classical  Changes. 
I)i$uiis8ed, 

Iter,  Cor.  Bloauw,  minister  at  Vtieland,  goes  lo  North  America. 

Ifev.  Johannes  MartiniLs  Van  Harlingen,  called  by  the  churdiea 
ff  MilUtone,  (now  Harlingen)  and  New  Schennie  (Neshanic). 
After  being  finally  exajnined,  on  May  25,  1701,  ho  was  ordained 
t"  Ihe  ministry  of  churclics  in  New  Netherland. 

Eev,  Cor.  Blaauw  was  called  from  East  Vlielaiid  to  Poinpton, 
Totowa,  and  Ganzegat,  (now  Fairfield).  After  being  duly  dis- 
"luaed  from  the  church  at  Oost  Vlieland  and  from  the  Classia  of 
^o^syMu  be  was  installed  in  the  ministry  of  the  said  cbuK^ee- 
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Article  45. 

North  and  South  Hampton ;  minister,  Eev.  (Jonathan)  Du  Bois. 
Hi3  Bov.  Complains  a  great  deal  about  the  prospect  of  the  decline 
of  hia  church  from  the  lack  of  a  Dutdi  school.  He  has  labored 
much,  but  in  vain  to  obtain  one. 

Amwjl  (Amwell)  in  New  Jersey,  having  asked  for  a  minister, 
and  promising  to  pay  a  large  part  of  his  salary,  'Rev.  Casper 
Michael  Stapel  has  been  appointed,  and  haa  already  started 
thither. 

Acts  of  tub  Cl&ssis  of  Amstbrdau. 
New  York.  Letter  from  the  Conferentie. 
1762,  August.  Art.  9.  The  Kev.  Depp,  ad  ree  Exteraa  report 
that  they  have  received,  another  letter,  from  New  York,  dated 
October  15,  1761.  This  was  signed  by  George  H.  Maucius,  John 
Ritzema,  Lambertus  de  Ronde:  John  Schuyler,  John  C.  Kubel,  A. 
Kooeencrantz,  B.  van  der  Linde — Ecdeeiastea.  xiii.  320. 

CitUBGH  OF  New  YoaK. 
English  Preaching.     Protests. 

New  York,  August  18,  1762. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  The  committee  appointed  by  the  last  consistory  presented  a 
draught,  in  English,  which  was  read.  After  discussion,  it  waa 
unanimously  agreed  that  this  could  answer  no  good  purpose  for  the 
better  securing  the  properties  of  the  church.  Therefore  the  former 
resolution  should  bo  considered  of  no  value.  It  was  better  also  to 
take  up  the  matter  under  the  form  of  the  eight  articles,  with  the 
proviso  that  the  change  made  in  the  sixth  should  be  included. 

2.  The  consistory  returned  to  the  eight  articles  which  were 
presented  on  July  6th  and  the  question  was  proposed  in  these  two 
lorms:    (1)  Shall  a  preacher  be  called  according  to  the  ei^t 

article^  and  the  Great  Consistory  be  a&Ved.  to  approve  the  samet 
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or  (3)  Shall  the  articles  be  rejected  so  long  as  the  Second  Peti' 

tiwiers  abide  hy  their  proposal  1 

In  favor  of  the  first,  were,  Cornelius  Clopper,  Pieter  Lott, 
Garrit  Rapelye,  Abraham  Lott,  Jr.,  Gerhardus  Beekraan,  Francis 
liarschiilk,  Cornelias  B<^rt,  Jaoobus  Boosevelt,  Jr.,  Fetrua  Lowe, 
Gerhardna  Duyking. 

In  favor  of  the  second  proposition,  were,  ChristofEel  Bancker, 
John  Aalstein,  Haybert  van  Wag^ien,  Andries  Abramse,  Tennis 
Tieboat 

Whereupon,  it  was  resolved  by  a  majority  vote,  that  the  Great 
Gonsistory  should  be  called  tomorrow  eight  days,  August  26,  at 
3  P.M. 

Signed  etc, 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t  President 

New  York,  August  26,  1762. 
Great  Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 
The  resolution  of  the  Ruling  Consistory,  to  act  upon  which  this 
meeting  was  called,  was  read.  Whereupon  Mr.  Hardenbrock  pre- 
sented a  list  of  names  of  members  of  the  Great  Consistory,  which 
be  wished  to  have  considered  as  a  Protest,  since  they  did  not  con- 
sent to  the  proposed  action.  The  Majority  refused  to  consider  it, 
bwanse,  if  they  did,  it  still  would  not  hinder  the  progress  of  the 
boiineas.  Nevertheless,  notwithstanding  the  mnjorily,  Messrs 
Hardenbrock,  Vredenburg,  Petrus  Bogart,  Van  Dyck,  Jakobus 
Turk  and  Willem  Eooseboom  continued  to  protest. 

The  question  was  then  again  put  on  consenting  to  the  resolution 
of  the  Ruling  Consistory ;  and  all  except  the  above  named  con- 
le&ted. 

The  Great  Consistory  was  then  asked,  if  it  had  anything  further 
tO(Aserve.  The  answer  was,  that  tlie  matter  was  referred  to  the 
Billing  Consistory,  on  condition  that  the  second  of  the  eight 
Wides,  should  be  amended,  according  to  a  remark  of  Mr.  Recorder. 
"Provided  that  the  English  minister  must  bo  a  member  in  full 
ttnunimion  of  our  church,  according  to  our  Church  Constitution, 
ndintbe  sanie  manner  as  tbepreaent  Dutch  mimstera." 


EOXBSIABTICAL.  RECORDS 


The  matter  beiiii;;  left  in  tlio  liamlit  nf  the  Ruling  Consistory, 
they  re9olve<l  to  lot  it  retit  until  after  Wli  the  conimunions. 
Signed  in  etc. 

J.  Kitzf'ina.  p.  t.  President. 


List  of  tlie  pret^^tit  members  of 
their  consent  to  the  »all  of  an  Enpl 
1.  Conieliua  Wynkoop  l*. 

Pieter  Ketelt«» 

Richanl  Ray 

John  Duryee 

Wra,  De  Peyster 

LukeRowne 

Luke  van  Ranat 

Gerard  W.  Beekman 
3.  John  Linngston 

Isaao  Booaevelt  4-. 

Evert  Byvank 

I{obert  Bronsoii 

John  Brevoort 

Jacobus  Roosevelt,  Sr, 

Philip  Livingston 


tJie  Great,  CiiiLsinton"  who  gave 
ish  minister. 

Abram  Lott,  Jr. 

N'icJioIas  Roosevelt 

David  Aheel 

Joris  Brinkerhof 

Peter  Marscfaalk 

John  G.  Lansing 

Henry  Clopper 


Synion  Johnson 
Abram  van  Wyck 
Andries  Bre«etedo 
Antliony  TenEyck 
Theodoi*  Van  Wyck 
Dirk  Brinkorhotf 
Andrew  Myer 


Acts  of  the  Cla»sis  ok  Amstkrdasi. 
Approval  of  tlie  Call  of  Rev.  Kok,  (Cock.) 
1 7(f2,  Sept.  Ctli.  Art.  4.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  n'?  Exteras  hand 
in  a  la^vful  instnuuent  of  a  call  of  elders  and  deacons  of  the  Camp 
and  Rliinebeck,  in  Xew  York,  e.\teiide".l  to  Rev.  Gerard  Daniel 
Kok,  ( Cock)  with  the  nxjucsl  that  at  the  next  Clas*is  be  may  have 
his  linal  examination. 

The  Rev,  Classis  finding  evervtbing  in  <h-l>iia  forma  approves 
this  call,  mid  gi-aiit.'*  this  rcqucfit.  .\i!  a  text  there  was  assigned  to 
him  1  The.^s.  .'» :  8  :  "'  But  let  ns,  who  are  of  tlie  day,  be  sober,  put- 
ting OH  the  breast-jilate  of  faith  and  love:  and  for  a  helmet,  tLo 
hope  of  i^lvation,"  And  for  the  examination  in  Hebrew,  Pealm 
2;  in  Giffk  rho  diaitter  of  tl\e  Icxl.  tCuv^IV, 
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Pamphlets  of  Leydt  and  Ritzema. 
Art,  7  ad  9.  The  Rev.  Dej^.  ad  res  Exteras  report,  that  one 
of  those  two  pamphlets  have  a  tendency  to  injure  and  arrai^  tlie 
Classia.  They  are  reqiieeted  to  submit  extracts  therefrom,  and  to 
bring  in  a  report  (pre-advice)  as  to  how  this  blame  can  in  tlie  best 
manner  be  diverted  from  the  Claris,     xiii.  321.     (See  Oct.  4.) 

CuL'ECH  OF  New  York. 
Calling  an  Engliali-speaking  Minister. 

New  York,  September  19,  1762. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 
The  observation  of  the  Great  Consistory  in  respect  to  the  .-iecond 
of  the  eight  articles  was  brought  up,  making  it  read:   "that  the 
En^ieh  minister  etc."  (see  Aug.  26;)  and  a  majority  voted  that 
dkis  should  be  inserted  in  said  article. 

Mr.  Temiis  Tieboiit  presented  a  Protest,  given  to  him  by  Jakohns 
Stoatenberg,  in  which  the  najnes  of  the  Protesters,  were  written  by 
Mr.  Stoutenberg,  desiring  that  the  resolution  of  the  Great  Consis- 
iMy  for  the  Call  of  an  English  minister  should  not  be  procee'ted 
<rith. 

It  was  further  proposed  whether  any,  and  if  any,  who,  should  be 
af^pMDted  to  obtain  a  subscription  for  an  English  minister :  Where- 
npon  it  was  Resolved,  as  before,  tbat  tlie  Riiling  Consistory  shouKl 
undertake  iJiis  work  and  reque*  the  aid  of  some  of  the  Great  Con- 
fisory  in  furthering  it. 

It  was  further  asketl  and  agreed  to,  that  the  papers  pre.sonted  bv 
wy  party  should,  when  regularly  requetled  by  a  member  t>f  d'ji- 
Mtory,  be  furnished  by  tbe  President,  to  be  returned  after  u«?. 
Signed  etc., 

J.  RitzeniH.  p.  f.  President. 

Acts  of  the  Chassis  of  Amsteri>am. 
nq>on  on  the  two  Pamphlets  of  I^ydt  and  Rit-zema;  and  i>n  tlie 
CoeUis  of  New  York. 
1762,    Oct.    4tli.     Art.    5    ad     7.     The    R«'v.     Dtpp    a<\    t(=* 
h>a»treporf,  that  in  the  alio  paitiphlcl,  published  by  tbose  "wVo 
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call  themselves  the  Coetua,  (Leydt's),  are  found  heart'^ieving 
things  in  arraignment  of  the  Olassis  and  Synod,  as  on  p.  29  etc. ;' 
even  as  they  read  some  citations  from  the  same,  and  have  .en- 
lightened the  Classis  with  their  pre-advice;  wherewith  the  Classis 
are  very  much  pleased,  and  with  thanks  requested  them  to  draw  up 
oveiything  carefully,  so  that  the  pro-advice  might  also  at  the  same 
time  constitute  the  contents  o£  those  letters. 

Further,  Classis  requested  them  to  write  one  letter  directly  to 
the  Coetus,  and  another  to  the  Confercntie-Meeting,  and  to  express 
to  the  members  of  tlie  Coetus  the  displeasure  of  the  Classis ;  also  to 
announce  to  them  that  a  Coetus- Assembly  was  permitted  them  upon 
certain  terms  which  they  now  themselves  violate.  Hence  the 
Classis  cannot  recognize  such  a  Coetus.  Also  that  the  Classis 
desires  no  subordination  for  its  own  benefit,  but  only  to  be  of 
pervice  to  the  churches  of  New  York ;  but  by  their  pen-erse  conduct 
they  give  reasons  why  the  Classis  can  be  of  no  further  service  to 
the  churches  of  New  York.  Of  all  this  the  Classis  shall  give 
knowledge  to  the  High  Kev.  SjtioJ  in  proper  season,     xiii,  324. 

(See  Leydt's  Pamphlet,  Aug.  12,  1760 ;  and  Ritzema's,  Oct  15, 
1761.) 

Exniiiination  of  Rev,  Kok  (Cock)  for  New  York. 
The  High  Rev.  Mr.  Verlorcn,  Dopulatus  Synodi,  took  his  aeftt^ 
having  been  led  into  this  Asspuihly  by  the  Quaestor  and  Clerk. 
Ho  expressed  his  wish  for  a  blessing  upon  the  Classis.     This  wm 
anwcred  in  like  manner  by  an  expression  of  welcome  by  the  Rev. 
President,     Whereupon  Rev.  Gerardns  Daniel  Kok,  (Cock),  called 
as  minister  to  the  Camp  and  RJiinebeck  in  New  York,  preached  a 
sermon  on  1  Thess.  5:  8,  to  tlie  satisfaction  of  the  Deputatus,  and 
the  members  of  this  Assembly.     He  was  subsequently  most  care- 
fully interrogated  by  the  Rev.  Examiner,  Joosting,  in  the  Hebrew, 
on  Psalm  2,  in  Greek  on  1  Thess.  5,  as  well  as  on  the  principtl  J 
articles  of  Sacred  Theology.     He  gave  satisfaction  to  the  greal 
pleasure  of  the  whole  assembly  both  in  the  confirmation  of  th 
doctrines  of  the  Truth,  and  in  th©  confutation  of  the  errorists.    H 
was  therefoTe  assigned  to  that  church  with  much  satisfactiiia 

\ 
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amplitude),  with  a  prayer  for  the  divine  blessing.  Whereupon 
he  Hiji^  Bev.  D^utatuB  took  his  leave  with  expression  of  thanks, 
md  his  wiah  for  a  blessing  on  ua.  He  was  in  like  manner  answered 
ij  the  Sev.  President,  and  was  conducted  from  the  Assembly  by 
the  Qnaeetor  and  Clerk. 

Rev.  K(^  (Cock)  repudiated  the  condemned  opinions  of  Prof. 
Hod  and  Dr.  Sekker,  and  declared  himself  orthodox.  He  prom- 
lied  to  read  the  Forms  for  Baptism  end  tbe  Supper,  particularly 
the  three  qneetic«is  under  Baptism,  without  alteration.  He  then 
dgned  the  Formulae  of  Concord  and  promised  to  maintain  oorre- 
tpondenoe  with  this  Classis.  He  was  thereupon  ordained  to  the 
Sured  Ministry  by  Rev.  Examiner,  with  the  laying  on  of  hands. 
The  Rev.  Examiner  was  thanked  for  his  careful  examination. 

xiii.  325. 

1    iiCKne&oF  Seoebb  to  the  Revbhend  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 
I  Lambeth  Oct  e,  1763. 


I  Ivi  Mr.  OMpcr  I*  or  mod  will  be  with  jon,  and  will  anever  eipectatlon.  I 
BwUBiBcb  adrlce  ai  I  could:  the  beet  part  of  It  waa  ibat  be  abOQld  cooautt  ;oa, 
■'Mtow  fooT  dlreetioua  Id  t^trj  thing.  1  promlaed  blm  to  send  •ome  booka  after 
tta:  ud  Ibtj  were  carried  for  that  parpoae  three  da^a  ago  to  Dr.  Jbt's  lodslnga. 
IN  «lll  be  pleaaed  to  tell  blm  tbia,  and  to  add,  tbat  tber  are  onlf  what  I  told 
Ih  tttr  would,  each  Dapllcatce  from  amongat  m;  booka,  gaod  or  bad.  aa  I  coald 
W>:  far  I  have  lent  tbe  reet  of  mj  duplicatea  to  the  Cbaplalna.  Dr.  Jaj  bath 
*fe*Wadl7  acqnalnted  ;on  with  what  haa  been  done  tor  the  two  Collegea.  I 
4P*M  the  proposal  of  a  Joint  Collection,  as  tbe  beat  war  for  both.  Lord  Preal- 
ta  ^\mS  roar  Colleie  rerj  atronglr :  and  engaged  Lord  Bgremont,  SeereUkrj  of 
■U^  to  take  the  aame  aide:  but  at  laat  we  got  the  better.  Dr.  Smith  bath  acted 
Mf  taaatablr  (nd  dlalaterealedlr  In  thta  whole  affair :  and  waa  well  contented  with 
%|NewtBg  twice  aa  mocb  from  the  King  for  New  Tork  College,  aa  for  Philadelphia, 
(■Mf  the  foroer  la  a  Boyal  Fonndatlon.  and  hath  no  other  Patron. 

i  hapUet  hath  been  aent  me  from  America,  entitled  "  The  real  advantages  wbteh 
bkCna  and  People  ma;  enjo;  ij  conforming  to  the  Chnrcb  of  England  falthfullr 
■Mkffd  a&d  Impartlallr  represented."  It  I*  written  In  a  ludicrous  manner,  ret 
■<•  atrance  Timlenee,  and  aeema  llkel}  enongh  lo  do  great  mlachlet.  Tet  aorelr 
bDtaaBters,  who  hare  anr  aerlouanesa,  cannot  approre  sach  a  method  of  writing 
Ptart  na:  at  leaat,  tbe;  might  be  brought  to  dlaapprore  It,  bj  the  pmdent  aae  of 
Mf  BOd  and  frlendlr  Bemonatrancea.  setting  forth  the  uncharltabteneBs  of  sncb 
MMBt,  and  the  tnjoatlce  of  such  Bepresentatlons.  With  the  anthor  himself 
Mpr  BtpoMllatlons,  ret  grsTe  and  gentle  ones,  might  be  used ;  begging  blm. 
Mat  cxpresafona  of  concern  for  him,  on  some  of  tbe  more  tlagrant  enormities  of 
bpa,  t»  e«ulder  what  spirit  be  la  of.  Elome  good  persona,  who  are  not  of  our 
ta^  oas  ahOQld  hope,  might  thna  be  brought  OTer  to  take  part  with  ub.  And 
tm  vara  aC  anawerlng,  I  apprebend,  would  do  na  little  good,  but  perbapa  much 
Ml  1W  Jjwerlean  fact*,  alleged  or  allnded  to,  are  so  man;,  tha^  no  one  who 
■  Mt  bMB  ■  SDod  while  In  onr  Colonlea,  can  make  a  full  acawet.  un\eBB  moi« 
mmt^mrr  pftUn  w«re  taken  to  fnrnM  bito  with  materJala.     And  an  Intempci^t* 
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OPPortDDlty  ot  k  now  lug  il^ 
of  town  to  tfar  Nortb. 

A  l«tt«r  bBih  bfta  brouebt  mt,  wlitiln  thrw  two  daji,  trotn  Ur.  Caii«r,  dated 
ADC.  *i  "«'>  ■■■  Act  of  tbe  AMcmblr  at  BoitoD.  pklMd  In  Har,  (o  Incorporate  a 
Society  for  propasatlag  Cbrlatlao  kDowledst  amonpt  tbe  lodlani  ol  Nortb 
America.  I  know  Done  of  thrm  br  their  iianio,  uoltu  tba  Aal&or  ol  tbs  Jnat 
mentioned  Fampblf-t  be  one:  but  I  obectre.  tbat  no  peraoni  are  member*  b;  Tlrtna 
o(  Ibeir  Slatlona:  It  any  of  (btm  be  Cbarcbloen.  I  (hould  be  B>>d  to  know  It.  Tber 
are  accountable  only  to  (bemielTei :  and  tberefore  may  abnae  tbelr  iruit  ai  much 
BB  they  please ;  and  I  abould  fear  they  would  aboie  It  (o  tbe  dlaadvanlaee  of  oar 
Society,  and  tbe  itcenclbenliiE  of  tbe  Dlwentlnc  Interest.  If  tbe  matter  appears  Id 
tbe  same  llgbt  to  oar  American  friends,  I  wondrr  we  bad  not  earlier  notice  of  it. 
Tbe  Act  ties  twtore  tbe  Board  of  Trade  bere,  and  mlgbt  posilbly  bare  received  tbs 
Soyal  Aiaent  some  time  ago.  Were  our  Society  to  oppoae  it.  we  abould  be  cbarged 
with  doing  little  or  nothing  ouraelvea  and  hindering  others.  The  danger  ot  Its  hnrt- 
tng  our  Society  will.  I  doubt,  aftect  but  few  ot  our  great  men :  and  tbat  ot  It* 
beneflltlng  tbe  Dlseentere.  not  Tcry  many,  InTFcllTpa  igalnst  It  by  our  MlMloDartta 
will  br  ot  DO  use  on  wveral  aceouiite ;  parllcnUrly  because  Its  Tate  will  ba 
decided  bere;  where  poMlbly  we  may  lie  able  10  ilop  It  for  the  preaent.  ihongb  I 
am  not  eure  of  that :  and  much  leaa,  what  can  be  done,  If  It  comea  back  another  year 


I  should  have  lald  one  tbing  more  about  the  Pampblet,  which  la  more  material 
tban  all  the  reet.  that  wherelnaoever  we  are  Jnstly  accused,  Clergy  or  people,  we 
should  own  It  and  mend,  which  la  the  only  good  answer  In  such  caaea.  The 
Society  bath  not  met  since  May.  I  have  been  111 :  and  the  Blibops,  the  Secretary, 
and  the  Treasurer  out  of  Town.  In  the  meantime  I  have  paid  tbe  Bill  of  MMt  II 
from  your  College  ont  of  my  own  pocket.  And  I  iblnk  I  have  aecured  from  the 
Crown  ITO  11  tor  the  damages  done  by  the  soldiers  to  Ur.  Cbarltons  Olebe  la 
Stalen  laland.  1  hope  there  will  not  tall  to  be  a  Meeting  ncit  weelc.  Wbether  I 
aball  be  able  to  go  to  It  Is  rery  doubtful.  But  at  least  I  promise  myself,  tbat  I 
aball  talk  over  matter!  with  auch  ai  can  go.  And  iben  I  purpose,  God  willing,  to 
write  yon  anolber  tetter.  For  there  are  seTrral  particular*  In  youra  ot  last  April 
relative  to  Society  Altalra,  yet  unanswered  by  me.  But  I  must  go  no  farther  at 
present.  Only  I  assure  you,  that  no  one  hath  hltberlo  Intimated  to  me  the  least 
desire  of  the  oOce  of  a  Bishop  In  America :  and  that  I  am  entirely  of  your  oploloa, 
tbat  the  OowD  should  not  becln  with  Clergymen  already  aettled  there.  Qod  bless 
you.  (rood  Dr.  Johnaon.     Pray  for 

Tour  loving  Broiber. 
—Col.  Docs.  N,  Y.  Vol.  Til.  pp.  51W-8. 

Coi{RKsi-u.\i>KNCK  From  Amf:ric.\. 
Tlic  Cinifcreiilie  iliui-^lers  U>  (lie  Claasis  <if  Auiiiterilatii  nhoiit  the 
call  of  Kev.  Abraham  Keteltas,  October  7.  1762.     Vol.  33,  page 
oO.     Xo.  323.  5 

To  the  llight  Rev.  Classis  nf  Aiii-h'niuin.  ' 

IJt.  Itev.  Gentlciiioii.  Futhersaiid  TJrelhren  in  Clirifit: — 

Wc  have  the  honor  to  forward  tn  \oiir  ]ivv.  r>o»Iy  two  t'">ininHni- 
catioiis  besides  this  our  of  mir  own:  mio  frutn  the  Ilov.  .\braham 
Keteltas,  (.jf  Jiiiie  7.  171!:;),  fonnerly  iiiiiiister  in  the  Prpfbyteriftn   : 
congregation  at  Elizabeth  Town,  in  Xew  Jersey,  the  other  from  the  5 
United  Dutch  congrcgaliun  in  Queens  county,  Long  Island.    Their  j 
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mt*  will  apeak  for  Uiemaelvee.     About  tbeir  extensive  reports 
lave  noUiitig  more  to  remark  than  to  Bay,  that  we  can  testify 
e  truth  of  the  substance  of  tlie  narrations,  leaving  certain  par- 
ars  to  the  roeponsibility  of  the  writers  of  the  same. 
he  reason  why  tlieee  letters  were  not  sent  on  the  (lay  on  whicli 

w«re  stgne<l  acownpanied  by  a  letter  from  ns,  as  had  been 
nisei,  was,  that  ^'e  had  been  requested  to  hold  a  trial-examina- 

of  Re\\  Keteltas,  in  order  that,  if  convinced  of  his  orthodoxy 
a  all  pc»nts,  we  uii^t  have  all  the  better  grouods  for  recom- 
iding  his  Rev.  to  the  Rev.  Classis.  In  this  examination  (tenta- 
i)  V9  found  his  Rev.  too  favorably  disposed  to  the  opinions  of 

Rev.  Dr.  Isaac  Watts,  as  regards  the  dcf;ma  of  the  eternal 
untioa  of  the  Son  bn  the  Father.  We  were,  tfierefore,  not  only 
idted  in  the  accomplishment  of  our  previously  adopted  plan,  but 
also  caused  great  disturbances  throu^out  the  congregation,  so 
It.  in  oODSequenco,  separations  again  threatened  them,  (lit.  stood 

the  door).  Wo  conferred  repeatedly  vnth  Rev,  Keteltas  and 
mtually  brought  matters  so  far,  that  he  has  handed  to  us,  in 
mon.  in  this  accompanying  writing,  the  expression  of  his  opin- 
«,  in  order  to  let  your  Hon,  Body  judge,  whether  or  not  his  eon- 
TKiwi»are  at  variance  with  our  received  doctrines. 

Bnt  inasmuch  as  all  the  differences  in  that  congregation,  :^o 
tWB  and  of  such  long  standing,  have  been  quieted  down,  and 
*y  have  united  on  the  person  of  Rev.  Keteltas,  we  make  UM, 
w.  Genikincii.  in  case  this  affair  should  be.  acted  on  more  or 
«  strictly  by  some  classis  in  tiio  Netherlands,  most  earnestly  to 
nnmefld  saiil  Rev,  Keteltas,  to  favorable  notice.  In  all  other 
pecf*  he  agrees  ivith  us  uiKm  evcr\'  point,  so  far  as  we  know.  lie 
I  man  who  was  lM>rn  in  our  ovra  church.  His  fatlwr  wii*  for- 
riy  a  diiStinguislied  elder  in  the  t^ngi-egation  of  Xcw  York. 
iiDOtbn-  id  still  an  esteemed  member  of  the  same,  ns  are  also 
«rof  his  relatives,  lie  mude  confession  of  his  fiiith  and  was  a 
nW  of  our  cliurcli;  and  although  he  iloes  not  express  himself 

•  this  point,  as  we  would  like  to  have  him  do,  neverthelt^s  ha 

•  BOC  Of^MMe  our  doctrine  upon  any  jioinl.  Indee^l,  lie  himseVl 
kni  to  me  oaij  this  morning,  tltat  Jie  had  never  t^»uf*\it,  nor 
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did  he  intetid  to  teach  anjihing  different  from  that  which  ia  tau| 
among  ns;  and  that  he  hoped  upon  further  investigation  to  rec^ 
eudi  light  as  would  enable  him  to  express  himself  in  the  mam 
customary  among  ua. 

We  hope,  therefore,  Rev.  Qentlemen  and  Fathers,  in  conside 
tioa  of  all  these  circumstances,  and  of  the  earnest  desire  of  1 
ccmgregation  which  has  again  been  communicated  to  us  bj  two  m 
aengers,  and  in  consideration  of  the  injurious  consequences  whi 
otherwiae  mav.  perhaps  be  expected,  that  we  may  receive,  as  ao 
as  poBsible,  your  faTorable  reply,  let  it  cost  what  it  may ;  and  tl 
we  mAy  rejoice  together  in  knowing  that  peace  and  love  agi 
prevail  through  the  whole  of  Long  Island ;  and  may  this  also  clf 
the  way  for  other  laborers  where  the  peace  is  still  disturbed. 

With  due  respect  for  your  Rev.  Assembly,  and  our  best  wis) 
for  your  esteemed  persons,  families  and  weighty  duties,  wo  c 
ourselves, 

Right  Reverend  and  Highly  Esteemed  Gentlemen, 
Tour  Obedient  Servants  and  Brethren, 

Joh.  Ritzema,  V.  D.  M. 

Lambertus  De  Ronde 

U.  Van  Sinderen,  V.  D.  M. 

Joh.  Casp.  Rubel,  V.  D.  M. 
New  York,  October  7th,  1762. 

N.  B.  Rev,  Alsentz  arrived  here  in  good  health  on  October  4 
He  reports  that  our  letters  and  the  little  books,  (the  pamphlets 
Leydt  and  Ritzemo,  1760,  1761,)  only,  reached  the  Rev.  Olas 
on  the  day  previous  to  his  departure;  and  that  the  Rev,  (Oomelit: 
Blaauw  came  in  for  Pompton,  (was  appointed  for  Pompton  t), 
the  Orcades  ( ?),  whitlicr  he  went,  but  has  not  yet  arrived,  ] 
will,  therefore,  not  be  able  to  bring  a  reply  (to  this  request  in  1 
half  of  Keteltas  ?) ;  but  we  hope,  nevertheless  will  send  it  to  us 
soon  as  possible,  even  if  it  should  cost  fi^urtocn  guilders,  as  we  i 
informed,  to  our  grief,  our  package  has  cost. 
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Chdhoh  of  New  York. 
Opposition  to  the  Call  of  an  English-speaking  Minister. 

New  York,  October  19, 1762. 
Conaistoiy  held  after  calling  on.  God's  uame. 
JTikobns  Stoatenbei^,  with  others,  presented  a  paper,  with  the 
Barnes  he  had  formerly  writteoi  now  in  the  subscribers'  own  handa, 
to  ihow  tha  Conairtory  that  they  really  were  Protesters ;  but  the 
Oansstory  doubted  whether  the  paper  oould  be  r^arded  as  a  Pro- 
mt 

Mr.  Adrian  Bancker,  Jr.  was  again  appointed  Treasurer  of  the 
dmidi  properties  for  the  ensuing  year. 

An  (wder  was  giv^i  him  respecting  the  restoration  of  the  £30. 
ot  the  interest  on  ihe  £2000.  of  the  Manor — to  be  given  to  domines 
Bitzema  and  De  Ronde. 

Signed  etc. 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t  President. 

New  York,  October  29,  1T62. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 
Messrs.  Abel  Hardenbrock,  Jacobus  Stoutenberg  and  some  other 
Wnibwa  af^)eared:    Mr.  Stoutenberg  asked,  (1)  ^Vhether  he  and 
wtiin  others  were  recorded  by  the  Consistory  as  members  of  the 
mgKf^ion  i    To  which  the  President  answered,  Yea. 

(2)  Whether  they,  as  members  of  the  congr^ation  had,  accord- 
n;  to  the  Charter  and  the  Church  Order,  a  voice  in  chosing  the 
vMuiBtOTTi!  The  answer  to  this  question  was  referred  to  the  Con- 
*i«torT,  They  then  presented  a  paper  containing  the  grnunds  of 
ieir  inqoiiy. 

Aft«  long  consideration  it  was  Resolved  by  the  Consistory  that 
liiy  see  nothing,  either  in  the  extract  quoted  from  the  Charter  or 
■  Ibe  Act  of  the  Legislature,  which  gives  the  members  the  right 
rf  ToUng;  yet  if  tbeji  could  bring  any  la^vful  objection  to  (be  per- 
flu  nomanated,  the  Consistory  was  willing  to  hear  them. 

(3)  A  a^y  of  this  rceolution  was  requested  and  given. 

(4)  Mr.  Stontcobei;^  desired  that  it  sliould  \y  not«A  on  tX\e\T 
bU{  tiMt  tb^pntoBted  ag&inst  the  published  nommees',  uot 
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onlv  for  the  reasons  in  tlioir  paper,  ua  opjwsers  tn  Ihe  introdu 
of  an  Eiiglibli  iiiiiiisK'r,  but  also  «;*  iii)t  npprovinK  of  tliem; 
that  they  mthiM  oontiinw*  to  approve  of  tliose  itominees  who  b; 
inajoritT  were  ]»a*«Hl  by  in  tho  election,  until  ihi?*  cause  sIioil 
decided  hy  a  preater  tribunal. 

(5)  A  fojiy  itf  the  Charter  and  Act  of  Asacnihly  was  doiuan 
Tliis  tlipy  were  allowed  to  obtain  in  the  best  way  (tliey  could 

In  n'ference  to  {4),  the  Consistory  decide*!  that  there  wa 
right  in  this  di'iiuind,  and  tlierefore  the  publication  and  ordiui: 
should  be  proceeded  n'ith. 

(6)  Since  the  piece  (partyv)  of  Stoutenberj?,  etc.,  propose 
have  tlii.-t  dis;)ute  settled  by  a  greater  tribunal,  lawyers  shall  b 
qnestod  to  take  no  fee  against  tho  church,  but  defend  \is ;  for  w 
nieann  shall  \>e  provided. 

Ib  name  etc., 

J.  Ritzenia,  p.  t.  Pre^iden 

Oiiuacii  OF  New  York. 
Pliin  for  Calling  an  Englisb-siteaking  Jtinistcr. 

New  York,  December  16,  170: 

I'laii  of  the  manner  in  which,  Saving  the  Rights  and  Privili 

cf  the  Dutch  Reformed  Congregation  of  New  York,  granted 

Charter  and  Act  of  ^Vssembly,  a  liUnisler  iiiny  be  introdueoi 

]>reiich  in  the  New  Church  in  tlte  English  Language. 

I.  Such  minister  shall  have  ordination  like  tlie  Dutch  minis 
aocording  to  the  Constitution,  institution  and  ordinances  of 
Church  of  Holland,  defined  and  oonfimied  in  the  National  Sy 
of  Dort  1618  and  Ifilft,  and  shall  sign  the  Doctrinal  Standard; 
'2.  That  he  sliall  bo  in  tJio  communion  of  onr  congregation  i 
ti^ach  and  administtr  tho  sacraincnls  t(M>x'ther  with  the  Du 
uiinisters;  and  if  tho  English  wn'ioo  should  require  an  incrc 
of  Consistory,  three  Elders  and  four  deacons  more  sliall  be  cho 
from  the  Dutch,  so  that  they,  with  tho  present  members,  diall  m; 
one  Consistory  and  congregation  in  name  and  in  fact;  it  be 
understood  that  the  aforesaid  "EngWaU  mniater  must  be  in  1 
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ooiniiiimi(Hi  of  our  church,  according  to  our  church  constitution,  as 
are  tlte  present  Ihitch  ministers;  yet  shall  not  in  the  least  enjoy, 
nor  have  anything  to  say  about  the  church  properties  given  and 
eon&rmed  for  the  support  of  the  Dutch  ministers ;  but  shall  receive 
bis  salary  tmly  from  the  voluntary)  subscriptions  which  ^all  be 
mad&  For  this  paymmt  the  said  extraordinary  number  of  con- 
ujtorial  POT80D9  shall  provida 

3.  Although  the  church  properties  given  for  the  support  of  tlio 
Dmdi  ntinisters  are  sufficiently  secured  to  that  end  by  the  wills  of 
the  respective  testators,  the  Charter  and  the  Act  of  Assembly;  yet 
iiA  one  who  may  hereafter  be  chosen  to  a  church  office  :ihall  Ik; 
tmqielled,  when  he  siibecribes  the  book  for  the  salary  of  the  Dutch 
niiaisters  also  to  hind  himself  as  follows :  Pirst,  Never,  directly 
w  indirectly,  to  use  for  the  behoof  of  the  said  English  minister  any 
cf  the  church  properties  given  for  the  behoof  aforesaid ;  Secondly, 
Xwer  to  consent  that  more  than  one  minister  sliall  preach  in  our 
I'Twent  New  Dutch  Chiirch ;  Thirdly,  That  there  shall  always  bo 
in  future  tvro  Dutch  ministers  to  preach  in  the  ])resent  churches. 

i-  That  tho  service  in  English  shall  be  limited  to  the  New 
OiVKJi.  It  shall  also  l>e  at  such  times  as  shall  most  please  those 
'^bhavo  sittings  there  and  are  against  the  EnRlish  service.  This 
suU  be  either  onoe  at  the  usual  time  in  tlie  morning ;  or  ouco  in 
ilie afternoon  and  once  in  the  evening;  yet  so  that  he  shall  preach 
iiTce  on  Sunday,  one  of  which  preachings  shall  be  on  the 
Miwliiim. 

■"•.  He  shall  be  hoimd  to  catechise  and  instruct  tho  young  in 
airine  truth,  and  such  others  as  are  inclined  thereto  in  the  English 


6.  The  alms  collected  in  both  services  sliall  be  brouglit  into  one 
TfBsniy  and  be  disposed  of,  aooording  to  the  farther  explanation, 
ior  the  church  and  poor  of  both  (languages). 

7-  The  Church  Masters  shall  continue  aii  at  present. 

^.  If  this  plan  be  approved,  and  such  nn  English  minister  as 
»l«e  desmbed,  ^all  he  called,  a  gallary  shall  immediately  l>e  con- 
■neted  in  the  New  Church,  not  only  to  reino\e  the  present  great 
tcito  (Eohof)  hat  sleo  to  make  more  room  for  those  wbo  i\eit\iest 
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have  Qor  can  obtaia  sittings,  and  are  inclined  either  to  the  Dutch 
or  English  service. 

New  York,  December  16,  1762. 

This  being  great  Beckoning  day,  the  Elders,  Cornelius  Clopper, 
John  Bogart,  Jr.,  and  Deacons,  Garret  Rappelye  and  Fieter 
Ketelbas  of  the  majority,  were  appointed  a  committee,  with  Mr.  de 
Feyster,  to  lease  the  estate  which  will  expire  in  May  next. 

It  was  further  agreed  that  Joseph  Taylor,  Myndert  Johnson, 
Thomas  Thomson  and  John  Vajiderveer  should  be  arrested  by  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Manor  for  the  amount  of  their  bonds. 

Otheb  Items  iit  1762. 

New  edition  of  "  The  Frsyer  Book  "  in  Mohawk.  Edited  by 
Rev.  Henry  Barclay.    Dix.  Hist  Trinity  Ch.  i.  241. 

Feb.  8.  Rev.  Jacob  Oel  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hirt. 
N.  T.  4to.  iv.  198. 

March  1.  Gen.  Amherst  to  Col.  Bradstreet.  Doc.  Hist  K.  T. 
iv.  199     (Presbyterian). 

March  13.  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Rev.  Henry  Barclay.  Doc. 
Hist.  N.  T.  iv.  199. 

April  5.  Rev.  David  Zisberger  to  Mr.  Peters.  Doc.  Hist 
N.  T.  iv.  200. 

April  10.  Edward  Johnson,  of  Tuscarora,  to  Sir  Wm.  John- 
son.   Doc  Hist  N.  T.  iv.  200. 

April  10.  Isaac,  an  Indian,  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hiet 
N.  T.  iv.  201. 

Aug.  20 ;  Sept  8.  Wheelock  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  BiA 
N.  T.  iv.  201,  202. 

Sept  8.  Rev.  Dr.  Pomroy  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc  Hist* 
N.  T.  iv.  203.  (With  enclosure,  of  July  10,  signed  by  25  0»- 
gregational  ministon  of  Connecticut). 

Oct  16.  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Dr.  Fomroy.  Doc.  Hist  ir. 
205. 

Oct.  16.     Sir  Wm  Johnson  to  Rev.  Mr.  Wheelock.     Doc  W^  j 
N.  T.  iv.  206. 

OM,  16.     Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Rev.  Dr.  Barclay.    Doe.  ffi 
2f.  T.  iv.  B06. 
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Retxbxkd  Dk.  Sauitel  Johssoit  to  Abchbisuof  Sbckbb. 

Sllix*  Coll«|«,  Ktw  Tork,  Jannar;  6,  1768. 

[  Bcrar  baard  of  tha  Tlralent  pamphlet  Xoar  Oraea  menttona,  (Oct  6,  1T62,] 
till  ■  Itttla  tlma  batore  I  raoelnd  jonr  kind  letter.  It  eaamt  It  baa  b««n  baodad 
■kuut  a  imid  while  very  privately  In  New  Bnslaiid,  irbeia  it  la  now  frequent,  bnt  I 
ha**  BOt  heard  of  Ita  bains  here.  I  hived  the  appaient  malice  and  eztrenw 
BBfUrBMB  of  It  wonld  tn  a  great  measare  defeat  tba  wicked  Intention  of  It  I 
iboeld  bowerer  bave  had  some  tbonsbta  of  writing  a  Repir  to  It  mjaelf,  bat  that 
attdnt  U  trown  Tcr;  tedloaa  to  me,  by  reaaon  of  a  bad  tremor  la  m;  band.  Upon 
nntrlDf  Tour  Onee'a  noat  wIm  and  kind  remarfca  on  It,  I  Immedlatelj  tranaertbed 
ui  Mat  than  t«  Ur.  tieaeb  and  dealred  btm  to  anawer  It.  and  I  thla  dar  hare  a 
MMr  bom  bim  by  wbleb  It  appaan  be  la  doing  It.  and  I  hope  be  will  do  It  In  aome 
Maaue  to  Tonr  Graee'a  approbatlan.  It  ahonld  seem  by  an  eipreaalon  In  root 
iRMr.  that  roo  know  tba  nam*  at  the  writer :  for  oa.  we  cannot  flud  who  be  la,  and 
AmM  Im  tfad  to  know.  Tboae  who  hare  b««n  toapected,  utterly  deoj  It ;  and  man; 
•t  tk*  PlMBatera  are  aabamed  of  It,  at  least  pretend  m,  and  ana  who  la  of  Dana'a 


thi  Otntlonan  I  meant,  being  a  Conntrrman  of  the  Chief  Mlnlater,  made  aomi 
OMtlaBas  of  the  oalgbbonrlng  OoTemment  very  apprebenilTe  of  a  pTobablllty  of  bit 
<almau>  to  be  made  a  Bp.,  and  the  poaaiblllty  ol  their  auccen,  It  there  had  beoi 
t  pMo^  which  oecaaloned  my  mentioning  that  affair.  We  are  told  here  that  Ur. 
Ctadl«r  baa  a  Doetor'a  Degree  at  Oxford;  which  aeema  atrange.  aa  we  know  of  no 
'WMeatlon  harlng  beoi  made  for  It,  and  Mr.  Cooper  tblaka  be  mnat  have  known  of 
n  tf  i(  bad  been.  Howerer,  It  It  baa  not,  I  wlah  It  may  be  done :  for  we  bava  no 
au  Ukmlnded  with  blm  In  caring  for  the  Intereata  of  Religion  and  LtamlDf,  or 
kin  Made  ao  good  proBciency  In  the  atody  of  tbem,  or  Is  likely  to  be  so  great  an 


Tonr  Orace'a  moat  datUol  noat  obliged  ud  moit 
obedient  bnmbi*  Berrant, 

(•Igoed)  Samuel  Jabnaan. 

—Col.  Doci.  H,  Y.  Vol.  Til,  pp.  aiMlT. 

CHoacH  OP  Nbw  York. 
An  EngUsh-Bpeaking  Kinister  to  be  called. 

New  York,  January  6,  1T63. 
(wWory  held  after  calling  on  Ood'a  name. 
PiMat — Doanlne  L.  de  Ronde,  Prealdent,  Domlne  Rltiema. 

Plater  Lott  Gerard  Beekman 

Conella  Bogart  Garrit  Rappelye 

BMera.  Cornelia  Clopper  Deacona.  Dirk  Brlnkerboof 

Blmon  Jobnaon  John  Hardtubrock 

Jidin  Bogart.  Jr.  Tennli  TIebout 

Theodora  Van  Wyek  Pleter  Keteltaa. 

iMiiaiaii  Bogart  repraaented,  In  the  name  of  Abel  Hardenbrock,  JacobDi  Stonten- 
^  atf  Patna  Bo^rt  as  well  as  all  who  bad  been  oppoeed  to  the  call  of  an 
ktfM  alBMar,  that  tbay  would  agree  to  the  call  of  auch  a  mlnlater  to  pteaeb  Id 
i>  Bow  (niltoa  street)  Oiareb,  so  long  aa  tba  ceualatory  ahould  eateem  It  necea- 
■iy  ssd  Msfal,  tetalnlag  one  torn  lor  the  Dutch  on  Sunday ;  and  that  tbl<  might 
Mikaa  far  ^z,  tight,  or  ten  years.  In  that  time  another  church  eball  be  built  on 
MkMt  Btnms  liiliiiiliii  to  tba  ehnreb ;  sod  this  Third  Chntch  shall  be  lor  V» 
■a  «C  ttl  MtfU  satrlM;  satf  to  a»  balUiag  of  wbleh  they  promise  lot  tbem- 
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m1tc«  KDd  otlun  lo  slTf  Itbtrtllj-.     And  wImo  tbU  It  eonipletcd,  tb*  Bnsllab  mlslatrr 
■ball  rrader  hU  MrTlee  thtrc. 

TIm  Coiulator;  urfcd  to  tbll  propoul  and  wit)  so  ipprlM  tbe  Pint  PatltloiMn. 

Hr.  loha  H«Tdcnliroek  «•■  rtqupited  to  make  a  plan  of  •  Oallcrr  in  tba  fi«r 
Cbnrch,  according  to  tbe  eljtbtb  Arilelc,  and  itat*  bow  mneb'  itaff  wilt  ba  raqnliad 
tbat  tbe  tlmbH  ma;  be  obtained  for  ufaaonlng. 

CoraellDi  Clopper,  Tbeodore  Van  Vjrk.  Jobo  Bogart,  Jr.,  Oarret  Bappeija  aod 
Dick  Brlakecboof,  or  an;  tbrM  of  (bfm,  aball  be  with  one  or  botb  of  tbe  Dlnlaten  ■ 
eommlttM  to  write  to  Holland,  to  lucb  centlemen  aa  (ber  deem  aultable,  to  look  ont 
tor  turh  a  wlntitrr.  one  tbat  will  be  latlafactory  to  our  eoncreiatlon,  and  reanen 
tbam  to  apprlie  tlie  Conalitorr  t>y  tbe  Drat  opportnnltj,  Wbercnpon  tbe  nntlag 
■eparatfd  witb  tbankiElTlog. 

filmed,  etc.. 

I.,  de  RoDdc.  Prcaldeat 


vicTa  OF  THE  C1.ASBIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Rev.  fWarmoIdiia]  Kuypera  Called  to  Curacoa. 
1763,  Jan  lltL.  Art.  1.  Hev.  Warmoldus  Kuvpers,  ap- 
pointed by  tbe  Messrs,  Directora  of  tbe  West  India  Company  aa 
minister  on  Curacoa,  requested  tbat  this  appointment  may  be 
changed  into  an  ecclesiastical  call,  and  tbat  be  may  be  examined  at 
tbe  next  Cla&eis.  Tliis  was  done  as  to  the  call,  and  his  request  for 
examination  was  granted.  The  text  assigned  him  was  2  Cor.  4; 
8,  "  We  are  troubled  on  every  aide,  yet  not  distressed,  we  are 
perplexed,  yet  not  in  despair  ". . . .  His  examination  in  Hebrew 
was ;  in  Grwk xiii.  326. 

I.«tter9  from  Abroad, 

Art.  6.  Tbe  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  road  a  letter  from  St 
Eustatiiis,  dated  August  19,  1762,  and  a  letter  from  Xew  York, 
from  the  so-called  Conferentie-meetiug.  dated  Octol)er  15,  1761. 

Both  of  which  were  answered  by  the  Rev.  Depp,  witb  all  care- 
fulness and  disci-etioii,  and  the  answers  were  approved  for  for- 
warding. 

Moreover  they  road  a  letter  from  New  York  dated  October  7, 
1762,  signed  by  Eitzema,  de  Ronde,  van  Sinderen,  and  Rubel. 

Also  a  letter  from  Rev,  Abraham  Keteltaa,  dated  June  7,  1762. 
The  Clflssis  could  have  wished  that  Rev,  Keteltaa  had  expressed 
himself  more  clearly  upon  these  important  matters,  and  requests 
the  Rev.  Depp,  to  point  this  out  to  him  more  f  ull^ ;  in  order  that 
aince  tbe  Classis  must  decide  whether  he  would  be  of  benefit  to 


OF  THE  State  of  Nbw  Vokk.  it843 

1763 
tho  ehmeh,  it  mi^t  admit  him  -mth  freedom  (aiiiplittidc),  but  in- 
umiieb  08  all  the  members  of  the  Classis  arc  pledged  to  the 
Fonnnlae  of  Concord,  ho  too  will  have  to  pledge  himself  to  the 
nme.  The  Claesis  leaves  all  this  to  the  wise  and  usual  discretion 
(^OvBer,  Depp.     ziii.  329. 

ExTUCT  Fbou  a  Lbttbb  of  tub  Cosfekestik,  to  tub  Ci-assis 
or  AusTEBDAH,  Dated  Octobeb  15, 1761.  Vol.  33,  Pauk  .'iO. 
Xo.  322. 
AletterfrcHn  New  York,  dated  Oct  15, 1761,  fnmi  the  Coiifon-iuio 
Asaonhly,  signed  by.  Bevs.  Maucius,  Ritz^na,  I>o  I&mde, 
Sdrayler,  Fryenmoet,  Van  der  Linde,  Van  Sinderen  and  Rubel. 

IkQ  had  ncclred  our  letter  of  Ibd.  IS,  1761,  with  the  Act!  of  S^Dod  and 
Utimi  the  CDClewd  letter  to  Rev.  Lejdt.  Ther  bave  an  Idea  Ibat  the  boDk  ot  Rct. 
ttdl  Itntt  Libert;  the  Way  to  Peace)  baa  alreadj  come  before  qb,  ■■  R«t.  Alsenti 
■M  tiTc  taken  a  ropy  witb  him  to  Amstenlam :  anil,  as  tbty  i^oDalder  ibeDxcUea 
K*  U  a  ddblaaa  light  In  that  book,  they  hate  reaolred  to  get  their  obBerviiKonB 
IkHMB  ilao  printed,  ele.  Rev.  Leydt  gUTe  Ibe  It^tt^r  of  the  ClnBgls  of  AmHiprilnm 
t>>  Kev  York  printer.  Id  order  to  clrcotate  tl\if  hundred  coplen  of  It  Ihroiicli'UiT  thp 
WiiDd  to  let  the  wbnle  world  know  the  flne  answer,  condemning  tbem  itbe  •-'on- 
Inatlei.  and  JuatllTlQg  bimsell.  Time,  tbey  (the  Confei'entle)  Bny.  nltl  cuiise  (be 
fntt  thrrtof  to  appear:  aa  In  all  cburchea  are  found  some  wlio  ?lde  wftb  tbe  old 
likttn — (aa  they  call  tlioae  ot  the  Conferentle  Assembly) — and  some  vtio  side 
*ltt  Ibe  Bo^called  Coelus.  Of  Rot.  Leydt'i  book  they  send  orer  <>ue  copy,  and  ot 
<Mr  iwa  otmerTatlona  on  It,  two  coplei.  In  order  that  these  may  open  the  eyes  of  (be 
nwh.  For  tbe  ClaBila  baa  very  otten  rontplalned  ot  the  oliscnrlly  cif  [hesv  mat- 
Wi.  irblch  made  It  ImpoaalblB  for  It  to  Judfte  of  them,  Tbey  fay  that  now  ihe 
tta(  tu  come  (or  the  ClaiBli  to  act.  not  almply  as  adviser,  but  as  Judge  ;  [bat  tbla 
k  I  tblo;  which  tbey  bad  long  desired,  before  mBtlFm  hnil  rearbrd  tbelr  present 
tfidt  Tbey  appeal  to  the  Claaalcal  I,elter  of  Dec.  1.  ll'lfi.  wbie]i  also  Is  printed 
>aiWr  defenae.  They  now  deaire  of  tbe  Claaala  n  entecorkal  report— I'enre  with 
>k  Praemtlan  of  the  Truth.  Olberwlae  thry  wl}1  be  forced  to  Iny  ilie  whole 
■atto',  aa  It  ban.  from  time  to  time  been  presented  l<i  Ibe  Iter.  ClasKls,  on  the  lable 
KIW  Synod:  It  being  Impoaalbla  for  them  to  nniuleace  In  tbe  derlHlon  of  the  ReT. 
t1i«U,  If  they  do  not  want  to  tall  under  tbe  xiisplclon  of  all  Irne  rbrtnllanH.  Thry 
"aehide  with  congratulatlona. 

it  tbe  elMe  af  Ibe  letter  la  a  Toalerlpt  from  Hers  Kiizcnia  nnd  De  Rondc  chited 
-VwYort.  Oct.  IFeh.I]  =.'•.  1T«3.  In  tbla  Ihelr  Revi..  uinke  menllon  of  Ilie  seblam 
>■  Ibe  Chnrrh  at  Tappan  ;  Ihat  tbla  was  rnuaed  by  the  uilnlater'a  IVerbryk'Hi  sending, 
u  (oanerilon  with  aome  member*  ot  tbn  ao-ealled  CoelUB.  and  without  unlet  from 
<h  ebarrb  and  tbe  conilslory,  a  draft  of  a  Charier  lpr1vlleRle-l>rW>  to  tbe 
Goieraor.  for  tbe  eatabllabment  of  an  Academy  In  that  I'roTlnce.*  I'hlrty-elgbt 
kiidi  of  families  show  tbemoelvea  oo  offended  thereat,  that  they  refuse  to  pay  tbe 
■laliter  hia  salary.  Although  the  Gorernnr  refufed  the  request,  tbe  mlnlater  !■ 
^■4  10  push  It  (hrougb  with  hIa  auccessor.  and  ao  tbe  heads  i.f  families  continue 
to  nfnae  to  pay  the  oalary.  For  this  they  have,  all  of  tbem.  b<'pn  put  nnrter  cenuure  : 
••*  tbe  cteater  part  of  them  have  wltlidrawn  tbemsplTea  from  public  worship.     Tbla 


■Aehtor  da  brief  la  can  P.  B.  ran  D.l>.  Rlliema  en  De  Ronde,  In  da(o  Nleuyork 
a^SOcL  (Fcb.T]  170,  waarln  hunnen  Eerw.  melden  de  acbeurlg  In  de  gemeenle  ran 
WWaa.  onatacn  daroTer  dat  de  predlkaut,  bnyten  order  der  gemeenle  en  <les  ker- 
■BMdit  BK  «BlM  laden  dea  ao  genaomden  Coetuo,  by  den  goTemeur  eeu  piWU«c^*- 
■M  iMprti  kMt  tot  t^irlBtlnn  ener  Academla  In  dte  proTlntle.  wa^Tover  SO  ttuyk- 
»*»  ^  ■■  t*al«at  toptw,  dttvwrgrnn  den  pttitkum  zyn  tractament  te  b«tt,\«n. 


3814  ECCLBSIABTICAL  ReCORDB 

1763 

dUrnptlon  Hu  now  iMted  for  two  montlu  atnadT.  Tbej  predict  more  dlstartMncM 
of  that  kind,  aa  Queeiu  CoudI;  dd  Lant  lalaml.  >i>o  la  In  commotloa.  In  eloalaf 
tber  mentloD  tbat  Klnci  Count;  la  atlll  at  rnt,  but  Ihrre  li  no  letllnt  how  loaf 
It  will  lut. 

ExTEACT  Faou  A  Letter  of  Rev.   Abram  Ketet-tas  to  thi 

Classis  ov  A>(stkkdam,  Junb  7,  1762.     In  Voi«  33,  Paob  51. 

No.  324. 
A  letter  from  Queens  Count j,  Jamaica,  dated  June  7,  1762,  signed 

by  Rev.  Abraliam  Ket«Ita£,  who  waa  called  as  minister  to  t-he  four 

churches  of  Queens  Countjv 

Hla  Ber.  slTea  (berdn  a  full  account  ot  bluuelt  and  of  all  tba  rlrrnmitinrM 
eonneclad  with  bla  call.    Brleflr  tber  amount  to  tUa : 

1.  Tbat  ha  la  a  member  ot  the  Prcsb7t«Tr  of  New  York,  bavins  by  It  bwa 
TCKnlarl;  examined  and  aubaequeDtlr  promoted.  This  Freab7tei7,  tosetber  wltk 
otbera.  la  anbordlnate  to  the  Sjnod  of  New  York  and  PbUadelphla.  Thia  BTSod 
takea  for  Ita  Artlclea  ot  Faith  and  Bale*  of  Choreb  OoTerainent  and  Rellfloai 
Woreblp  tbg  same  artlclea  which  are  In  nae  In  the  Chnreb  of  Scotland.  It  li 
required  of  ell  who  come  under  the  Jnrlidtetlon  of  thIa  flynod  to  accept  the  Wt■^ 
mtnater  Confeaalon  of  Faith  and  the  Scotch  DIreetory.  He  la  eonvlBcad  that  Umm 
la  DO  real  dllTerence  between  the  Preehrterlan  ehorche*  nnder  the  JorladlctloD  of  that 
Bjnod  and  oor  Datcb  Cborch,  In  which  be  waa  bronKht  up  and  lecelred  flnt  aa  ■ 
member.  The  (act  that  he  waa  more  familiar  with  the  BnglliA  tangoate  than  wttt 
the  Dntcb.  Induced  him,  after  he  had  made  np  bla  mind  to  enter  the  mlnlatry.  t* 
preach  the  Goapel  amons  the  Engllab  Preabrterlana. 

!.  He  further  aaja.  that  after  he  had  preached  a  few  aermona,  be  waa  Inrltad  br 
the  Bnsllah  Preab^rlana  at  Blliabethtown,  New  Jeraer.  about  twenty  "fi"^  mlMi 
from  New  York,  to  preach  to  tbat  concreiatlon,  aa  It  waa  wltbont  a  paator  at  tbat 
time.  With  the  atronseat  erldencea  of  lore  and  nnanlmltr  he  had  recalvad  a  an 
there,  aa  their  paator  and  teacher.  HarlDK  accepted  the  aame,  be  waa  ordalaad  t» 
the  minlatrr  br  the  Preabrtary  In  aeptember,  ITST.  But  after  three  reart,  wtaa 
dlSerencei  aroee  In  that  church,  and  oppoaltlon  toward  himaelf,  be  waa  Induced. 
with  a  number  of  the  ebarch,  to  aak  to  be  dlacharted  trom  hla  aarTlca.  nla 
occurred  In  October,  1T60. 

3.  Thereupon  he  chanced  hla  reaidenee  to  Jamaica.  Hay,  1761,  eepeeiallr  becaaM 
he  would  there  hare  the  opportunity  to  preach  the  Ooapel  to  a  poor  Hnfllab  eoexn- 
fatlon  at  Hempatead.  which  for  more  than  twenty  yeara  had  been  without  a  pMtsi. 
He  had  preached  with  aucceaa  there  for  more  than  a  year. 

4.  While  ha  waa  preaeblns  there,  aome  of  the  Dutch,  whoae  ebnreh  doon  wtn 
cloaed,  came  to  hear  blm,  and  became  dlapoaed  to  call  him  to  mlnlatar  among  thea. 
Tbla  all  came  about  without  an;  aSorta  on  bla  part  The  conalatorlea  ct  Oitm 
cburchea  had  Drat  aiked  blm  If  be  would  be  Inclined  to  accept  aerrtca  amoof  IhMi. 
and  hla  anawer  waa,  that  he  thouKbt  bla  promotion  amouK  the  EInxliab  wooM  bt 
an  obatacle.  Whereapoo  tbey  aald  tbat  they  had  already  apoken  with  nrfshboiiBf 
Dutch  tnlnlatera  about  the  matter,  and  their  anawer  «a*  that  aoch  a  clicnnalane* 
would  be  no  obetacle  to  a  call.  Wherefore  the  eonalMorlea  eipreswd  their  deali*  Oal 
he  ahonld  confer  with  the  neighboring  mlnletera  about  tbeee  inatteim.  Tbla  ha  dL 
The  reanlt  waa,  thkt  the  conalatorlce  were  enconraged  by  the  Rera.  Bltaaaa  nl 
Rabel  to  go  rotmd  among  the  ebarcbee.  to  aak  tbat  they  might  tender  bin  a  mA 
Such  a  call  the  mlnlitera  thongbt  would  be  confirmed  by  the  Her.  (Saarii  rf  .} 
Amaterdam.  Thereupon  the  conelatoilea,  with  the  adTlee  and  approval  a<  Bt  .1 
aforesaid  mlnlatera,  Invited  him  to  preach.  In  turn,  to  their  (our  MOgtagaliMft 
Tbla  done,  the  four  ctmalatorlea,  by  unanlmoua  raqneat  and  In  the  Dam*  oC  tttftV 
coogregatlona,  ottered  him  tbalr  call. 

5.  This  call  ha  declared  to  have  accepted  after  mature  deltbuatlaa  aai  l/f 
prmrtt  to  Ood,  In  the  «ipectatlon  of  tta  being  confirmed  by  our  fliwli     Si  W 
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It  It  ihonld  b«  pleMcd  to  accept  him  a<  a  brother,  ta«  l«  wllltiiB  Id  all 
tblDiB,  oodcr  Clirlit,  to  be  ■nbordloated. 
II)  Ba  declana  tbat  be  la  iDcllnfd  and  ready  to  do  tbli,  talel;  from  a  deilre 
to  Btrrr  oof  CAarcb  In  wbtcb  he  wa<  broogbt  up :  and  alao  Irom  ipeelal  eonaldera- 
ttM  of  tlM  eondltloB  of  the  tour  unltttd  chnrcbea.  Tbeae  have  been  heretofore 
(Mdrd  bj  matiy  diaeorda  and  diaaenilona :  bat  tbey  bare  now  united  lo  calllBg 
Ua  to  be  tbclr  mlnlater.  Thla  thej  bare  done  from  an  earnest  dealra  to  preacm 
Oe  peace  and  nnlt;  of  theae  chnrcbea,  and  to  promote  tbe  welfare  of  aonlt. 

(2)  He  manlfeata  tbe  alocerltj  ol  bla  heart  In  thla  matter  bj  tbe  propoaltlon 
aUck  ha  made  to  the  cooalitorlea,  namely,  that,  In  caae  our  Claaila  ahould  not  b« 
lliairfl  to  GooflriD  bla  call,  tbe;  wonid  aeek  another  mlnlater: — a  thing  which  thej 

111  He  (iTea  the  whole  bnalneaa  Into  the  handa  of  (be  Claaala,  for  It  to  decide  aa 
II  All]  judge  beat  for  thoae  churchea.     • 

To  tUa  latter  wai  added  the  following  eiplanatlon  of  hla  opinion  aboat  tbe  Holj 
Tttaltr.  and  the  generation  of  tbe  Bon. 

Aa  then  baa  been  aome  doubt  aa  to  017  oplnloD  about  tbe  doctrine  of  tbe  Trinity, 
U  aaj  acrre  to  make  knows  to  all  who  ahall  eee  tbla  letter  my  belief  eonceralng 
Ibli  iBportaot  artlele.     It  la  aa  lollowa : 

I  Mien  that  there  are  Three  Fetaani  In  the  DIrlne  Nature,  namely,  tbe  rather, 
In  lad  Holy  Ohoat 

I  Mlere  that  each  one  of  tbe  Perwina  In  the  Adorable  Trinity  la  truly  Ood, 
■iBaal.  Independent,  and  clothed  with  all  diTlne  rlrtuei  and  pertectloni. 

1  Mlare  Oiat  the  father  haa  begotten  the  Bon  from  before  the  foundation  of  tba 
■wti:  a>d  that  Be  la  Hla  Drat  and  only  Begotten  Son :  that  la,  the  Flrtt-born  ol  all 
natsr**,  or  the  Beginning  of  the  Creation  of  Qod,  according  to  Col.  1 :1G,  Rer.  3  :11, 
"■fared  with  all  the  Bcrlpture  paaaagea  which  mate  mention  of  the  appearance  of 
QilK  10  the  Patriarchs  aa  tbe  Jehovah  and  the  Angel  of  the  CoTenant. 

1  tcHere  farther  tbat  one  reaaon  why  Chrlit  la  called  tbe  Son  of  Qod  la  HI* 
nttatlon  bj  tbe  Father  from  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  rejecting  the 
•iWna  of  Profeaaor  Boel.  according  to  which  tbe  cause  of  Chrlit'i  Sonahip  waa 
Bk  tttnal  participation  of  the  same  nature  aa  well  aa  BIi  equality  In  being  with 
Aa  hlher,  and  Hit  manlfettatloii  In  tbe  Oeah.  I  bellcTe  that  neither  of  tbeva 
tM  BppoalUona,  nor  both  of  them  taken  together,  give  tbe  reesoD  of  Cbrlat'a 
l■AI^  In  witneaaing  to  the  fact  tbat  tbla  la  my  opinion,  I  aubacrlbe  my  name. 
Wat  tlgned, 

Abraham  KctelCaa. 

EiTiicT  Fbom  a  Lkttbb  Tbou  Qubens  County,  L.  1.  to  the 

Classis  of  Austsbdau,  Date©  Jonb  1,  1762.     Vin,.  yij,  P.\gk 

M.      Xo.  325. 
A  letter  fn>m  Qiiopnn  County,  dat^d  June  T,  ITt^iJ,  -^iinicd  liy  tbo 

nuoibers  of  tlie   Coiiaistory  of   the   four  miit<'(i   t-hiirches  of 

Jamaica,  Xewtomi,  IIciiip.'iloa«l  and  Oystor  I  Jay. 

1-  n>9  Btato  that,  from  the  different  letters  of  the  Clssalt.  they  bad  leamad 
t«  it  h*d  grieved  the  Claaala  to  hear  of  the  dissensions  and  partlianahlp  which 
M  m  Itag  and  bo  generally  prevailed  In  all  tbelr  churches ;  and  alio  tbat  It 
WMttly  aborted  thrni  to  love,  peace  and  unltj- :  that  they  now  hoped  that  tbe 
(kaalawvald  be  rejolcrd  to  hear  that  all  tbelr  fmir  cbiirches  hsvp  at  length  come 
^  It  agiMiueat,  and  have  been  reconciled  and  brought  to  peace;  eapeclallj  wtt 
M  tnw  of  the  cbnrcb  at  Jamaica,  toon  alter  the  departure  of  Rev.  lliomu 
hwayn.  with  regatd  Ui  the  Indivlduala  of  the  Conalaiory.  and   tbe  calling  of  a 

1  nv  (Brtbcr  idati,  bow,  that  aftor  peace  had  been  reatored  aafl  ».  9«it 
<W*^7^tMB  umi  lutalled  at  Jamaica,  the  conslitorlea  of  the  twn  mVMl 
*■*■  ^mt  IktMwTraK  ^y  rtrtoe  of  tbair  WHce,  In  duly  bound  to  look  aboot  to> 
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a  paitor  uid  tcacbcr.  odc  wbo  might  minlattr  to  all  tb«  tour  ^nnbw.  >ftd  that, 
after  hftTlnf  held  mectlDsi  MTrral  tlmn,  Id  order  to  nacb  ■  proiMr  conelnaloB,  asd 
thoB  to  obej  the  eihorUtlona  KiTeD  b;  the  Clknla,  In  ■  letter  of  lu.  T,  11*7.  wUck 
na  ther  ehould  look  about,  at  tb*  earlleat  opportunltr,  lor  anothai  paatoi  «Dd 
teacher,  tbe  beat,  moat  codlj  and  moat  peace-IOTlUK  thej  coold  And :  tbftr  had  fcwnd 
each  a  one  In  tbe  peraon  of  Rev.  Abraham  Keleltaa,  wboio  the;  called  on  ■  lalMT 
of  one  hundred  and  thlrtjr  pounda,  a  panoaage  and  landi :  and  tber  now  hop*  aad 
pra7  that  the  Claaala  will  approTC  tbla  TOte,  and  in  Iotc  recelre  hla  Bar.,  aa  tkay 
(on  Long  laland)  had  recalred  blm, 

111  Tbe;  give  a  description  of  tbla  peraon  and  hla  qoallflcatlona,  which  afiew 
with  what  la  mentioned  of  blm  In  tbe  two  prevlou*  letlcri. 

(SI  The;  mention  tbat  be  baa  aNepled  tbeir  call  on  tbe  following  condltlo>: 
that  be  promlae*  orer  bla  own  algnature  tbat  be  wonld  place  blmaelf  DDdec  the  Bar. 
Claaala  ot  Amsterdam,  ao  ai  to  stand  and  remain  aubordlnat*  to  tbe  Bar.  Claaria, 
and  ta  b«  bound  b;  tbe  Cbnrcb  Order  and  all  the  laws  and  regnlatlona  of  oBr  Dateh 
Cbarcb,  agreeabi;  to  tbe  acllon  ot  the  National  Brnod,  beld  at  Dordrecht  la  the 
years  lSia-19. 

(3>  Tbe;  pra;  and  humbl;  beg  thai  tbe  Ber.  Claaala  will  accept  hta  R«*.  aa  a 
brother,  and  rccogulie  blm  aa  a  member  of  tbe  Rer.  Claaala  of  AnuterdaDi. 

(4)  The;  declare,  tbat  bla  Rct.  did  not  vlelt  them,  bnt  that  the;  aougbt  hltt  oat, 
and  that,  in  coasultatlon  with  neighboring  mlnlatera ;  and  that  tbe;  called  hlu  aftar 
be  bad  flrat  preached  all  around  In  tbe  four  congregatlona.  Of  neeenalt;  tba;  had 
allowed  bla  Ber.  to  admlnlater  Hoi;  Baptism:  bnt  In  reference  to  the  Lord'a  Bnpfar. 
tbe;  woold  wait  until  tbe;  bad  Te<«lTed  anawet  from  the  Ber.  Claaala.  The;  an  ta 
hopes  that  tbe  Claaala  will  recognlie  him  as  a  lawful  mlalster,  and  ratU;  all  tbat 
he  ba*  done. 

TiiK  Clasbis  ok  Amsterdam   to  the  Conferentik,  Jan.   11, 

1702.     Vol.  31,  Page   1C9.     No.   119. 

To  the  UlDlitera  In  New  York  wbo  call  Hismselvea  tbe  Oonferenile,  namel;.  O.  W. 
Mandna,  i.  Slliems.  Lambertus  De  Ronde,  J.  8chn;lor,  John  C.  F'r;ennaoet, 
B.  Van  der  LInde.  U.  Van  BInderea,  A.  Boaenkranta  and  J.  C.  Rubel. 
ReT.  ticBtlemeo  and  Beloved  Brethren:— 

Yonr  communication  ot  Oct.  IG,  ITdl,  with  a  postscript  of  Feb.  SS,  ITSZ,  algoed 
b;  Jobn  Rltaema  and  Lambertus  De  Ronde.  In  which  ;ou  thank  us  far  tbe  Acta  of 
the  8;nod  and  the  accompaajrlng  lettor  of  Jan.  13,  1761,  we  dnl;  reeelved.  In 
addition  we  bare  elace  recelTcd  a  little  book  of  Rev.  (Jobn)  I«;dt,*  wblcb  did  not 
reach  na  rer;  earl;,  and  two  coplee  of  tbe  Utile  bookt  which  ;ou  (Rev.  J.  Rltaema) 
have  published  In  answer  thereto,  for  which  we  return  our  thanka.  tmat  thea* 
writlnga  we  learn  to  our  grief  tbat  not  oulr  was  tbe  Union  not  accompllBhed 
between  ;ou.  wbo  call  yoonelTea  Ibe  Conferentls  and  those  who  call  tbamaelTe* 
tbe  Coetuai  bnt  the  bitterness  bas  become  stronser  and  the  dlTlalon  worae. 

It  Ii  extremel;  sad  to  us  to  aee  tbat  all  our  efforts  and  anxieties,  and  oTea  our 
lodnlgeacea  towsid  tod,  bsve  been  of  no  avnll.  We  bare  aUo  read  with  great 
diapleasure.  In  tbe  book  of  ReT.  (Jobn)  Leydt,  bis  reproacbes  and  alaodera,  not 
onl;  against  tbe  Classls  of  Amaterdam.  but  even  against  the  8;nod  Of  North  Hirf- 
land,  for  Ibelr  resolntlons  on  these  (American)  matters.  We,  therefore,  cannot  be 
allent  on  tbla  subject.  On  tbe  other  band  we  hare  read  with  aatlafactloa  ;oar 
book,  (that  of  J.  Itltsema).  for  ;ou  not  onl;  recognlie  tbe  proper  subordination  to 
tbe  Vlaasli  of  Amstprdam,  whleh  tbe  eliiirrbps  of  ;our  countr;  owe  to  tbe  same; 
but  ;ou  alao  defend  tbe  rights  of  tbe  Ctaails,  In  oppoaltlon  to  those  who  den;  thai]. 

Yet  wc  have  also  learned  with  grief  from  ;oHr  letter  tbat  rou  were  not  aatlafM 
with  tbe  snawer  of  the  Cln«slK  rc'pw'Mne  f!ip  r'llnln  of  dltTerenre  between  ;oor- 
aelrea  and  those  wbo  call  tbemselvea  tbe  ruoiim.  You  nnderstood  tbat  answer  at 
rondemulDg  ;od  and  faTorIng  them.  Von  a*k  tia,  therefore,  klndl;  to  give  a  cate- 
gorical answer  on  those  points,  aaaerllng  that  else  ;ou  will  be  obliged  to  carr;  an 
the  polDta  or  dltterence.  from  the  beginning,  before  tbe  Christian  9;nod  (of  Korth 

*DafmJ  Aug.  12,  1T60.  tDalPd  Oct.  15.  1T«1. 
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UollaM.)    W«  k*T«  Inlormed  the  Cluili  of  jonr  poiltlon;  and  Uut  Bav.  AMcmblr, 
after  earefnl  eouldcntlOD  of  tha  mattar,  hai  commaniled  u  to  eipreit  bei  daol- 
aUa  Ml  tlw  tiro  point*  of  difference,  ttaronsh  wblch  Iba  dealred  nnlon  tban  fallad, 
•ftd  iDilMd,  baa  net  jet  been  accompltahcd. 

1.  The  Sin  point  waa:  That  daclalant  In  mattera  of  Importance.  In  which  tbeN 
Bigfat  be  dlSeraneea  of  opinion  In  ;onr  Ataemb];,  ihonld  not  be  made  bj  ■  majorltj 
tt  tdMb,  bat  that  the  Claasia  or  the  Sjnod  ihonld  deelde,~tbe  whole  matter  behiB 
tramght  np  br  conaent  at  both  partlea;  hot  the  gentlsniBn  who  call  tbemaelTea  the 
Cactvi,  dealred  that  condltlona  ahonld  lemalc  ai  before,  Tia.,  deelilona  to  be  made 
tf  a  BBjeittr  of  Totea.  Bvt  the  Claiala  then  decided  that  a  maJoTltr  of  TOtei 
■oM  decide  all  outtara,  alnce  the  reir  aatore  of  an;  Aiiemblj,  and  therefoie. 
alao  «f  an  Tii  lulaalliit  Aaaeinbly.  required  aneb  a  rale;  but  with  the  undentandlilf 
ttet  pnrtaatlnc  diambera  might  appeal  to  the  Claaala  or  Sjnod. 

Tlw  opinion  of  thla  Aaaemblj  la  Deceaaarltr  tbe  aanie  jet.  and  It  eanaot  be 
ckanied,  becanaa  It  la  foonded  on  Article  81*  ot  our  Cbarcb-Ralea.  To  tbeae  we 
uc  all  nibordlnate.  It  belonga  to  tbe  Tcrr  nature  of  anr  Aaaemblr  that  concln- 
MoM  HnM  be  reached  by  a  majority  ot  votea,  Inclndlng  tbe  tight  of  appeal  bj  thoae 
■ho  Hay  oUeet  It  might  be  ftdTlaable,  howerer.  If  It  wonld  tend  to  peace,  and  to 
aroU  dtTMon  and  atrtttt,  that  tfceee  pneent  matter*,  tbe  caoae  of  ao  much  troable. 
•kooM  b*  bmogbt  by  eoamoo  eonaeot  before  tbe  Ctaeal*.  witboat  your  taklag  any 
<M4*ka,  ••  aa  to  obtain  tbe  opinion  of  thla  body. 

:.  Tbe  tacoBd  point  of  diapate  waa  tbe  promotleii  of  candidate*  Into  the  mlDlatry. 
brlodlng  the  rigbt  o(  eumlDatloa.— Oh  tbi*  matter  we  may  ipeak  largely  and  nioi* 
tslly,  becaoee  Of  It*  great  Importance;  and  becaase  tbe  rlgbtfulneaa  of  thla  prlvl- 
IrSF  la  Ttoleotly  cootended  for  by  Rer.  (Joba)  Leydt  In  bla  little  booh. 

The  opinion  of  the  Clanla  baa  alwaya  been  and  1*  yet  the  aame,  tbat  the  cbarchea 
ot  New  Netheiland  hare  no  right  to  hold  the  preparalor;  or  flnal  eiamlnallona.  for 
thrae  thinga  dlatlnctly  belong  to  the  Claaal*,  aa  auch.  ThU  opinion  Is  fonnded  on 
thrlth  Article**  ot  the  Synod  of  Dort  (Cbarch  GorernmeDt)  Id  which  IhlB  rtjtht  la 
llna  to  the  Claa*U.  To  tbeae  Chnreh  Bnles  all  minister*  of  New  Netberland  hare 
Iniad  themaelrea  by  their  algnatare*.  and  tbi*  right  tbe  Clasala  cannot  penult  to 
itt  Uoetna:  becanae  all  chnrche*  and  CoDiUtorles  are  anbordlnate  to  tbe  Cla*Hl*. 
Kvh  inlwilMlon  ha«  eiUted  atnong  yon  from  the  earlleit  tlmea.  even  when  yOD 
MMged  to  tbe  West  India  Company.  Tbe  innte  bu  bard  [nation  was  contlnned 
itter  tbe  Kngllab  cooqoeced  year  colony,  and  Ihe  Ctauli  baa  alwaya  mnlnlaliied  thla 
•VUkiD,  and  often  glren  eipresaion  to  It.  Aa  ■  proof  of  thla  ber  letter  of  December, 
IIW,  ia     -  - 


Extnot  from  a  letter  written  to  our  ClnasU  from  New  York,  De- 
<wnber  15  1698,  and  signed  by  Henricns  Selyns  and  four 
^derfl. 

"Allboagh  onr  Chnrcb  now  ailsti  nnder  bla  malett.r  of  Great  Britain,  we  are  not 
Hiaiattd  from  yonr  Cbnrch  and  yonr  eeclealaBtlcoi  correspondence.  Our  partlea 
to*,  at  may  be  seen  In  No.  18,  appeal  to  the  opinion  of  yonr  CiaaalB,  wblch  we 
"<*gala*  ••  a  competent  trlbnnal,  and  with  whoae  JndgmeDta  we  are  Batlaaed."t 

Extract  from  anotlier  letter  from  New  York,  April  24,  1700. 

"We,  the  DDderalgned.  Id  the  aerrlee  of  the  Church  of  God.  and  who  bare  never 
•»»«f>»«»d  any  discord  In  onr  ebuicbe*  or  canals torlea,  request  yon  to  devote  a  few 
Iwn  la  oor  Iwbalf,  and  giTf  n*,  after  proper  delltwmtlon,  yonr  decision,  etc.,  etc. 
■prd  by  Henrlcii*  Selyna  and  tbe  Elders. 


have  the  liberty  and  rtfiht  o 


t^^any^peraon  conalder  hlmaelt^  sgin'leTed  by  the  decjjlon  o 

,      .         _   ..   the  Sifnni   _,    ., 

r  Ingnlr;  Into  tbe  doctrine  and  mntftW  o' 


MU  I*  AMernilned  by  ■  majority 
«  bMlBK.  niless  II  can  be  demc 
am  ArtMc*.^     ffalM  of  Ch.  0ov. 


of  Toice*  In  11 


r.  Hhill  Se  h 


■o  elected  "  (lo  must  rbnrebt  ••  wblch  shall  be  performed  bj  the  CV&aala  ta 
~  of  at  Dmatlf  ot  the  Synod,  or  ot  aome  of  tbem  " 

pvrimeftbne  "BtcoFdf;  also  page  aut  for  No,  18. 
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Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  Consistory  of  Schenectady,  Sept,  4, 
1700.     Signed  by  llenricns  Selyns  and  Gualtenis  Dn  Bois. 

"Inaiiuucti  ■■  we  are  miDUtera  MDt  Orer  bf  the  CoDsUtorj  and  Clatiii  at 
Anuterdam,  and  ate  alio  membera  of  that  Claaala,  and  on  tbat  account,  an  obliged 
to  ncoKDlie  jajii  Ker.  AaaemblT  ai  our  competeDt  ladse,  and  to  wboae  declaloli* 
wa  refer  oar  eccletlaatlcil  cue*;  and  an  Dot  permitted  to  recomilae  anj  other  body, 
eapeclallj  bccaoae  we  belons  to  an  iDcorporatloo  whlcb  (be  Claaali  of  Amitetdan 
acknowledgee.  and  bj  irblcb  onr  ecclealaitlcal  attain  are  reTlawed."  etc..  etc.,  etc 
(See  vol.  2,  pafe  13W,  of  tbeie  "Becorda."] 

Tbat  tbia  baa  ever  been  recosniied  la  atao  eTldent  In  ntaoj  otber  lettera  to  tbe 
OtaaalB  Irom  ConalBlorleB,  congreBatlooa.  aa  well  aa  private  IndlTldnali  Id  New 
NetherUnd.  Tbate  we  have  preaerred.  In  them  tbey  regneat  tbe  Claaala,  witb 
tbe  permlaaloD  or  the  Bngllih  OoTemmeot,  to  aend  tbem  a  praper  aopplr  of  mlv- 
laten.  Tbej  bave  not  onlr  coDiDlt«<I  oa  aboat  manj  dlSerMit  matteia.  but  kav* 
referred  allalra  wblch  tbej  coold  not  decide  themaelTca  to  oar  decision,  and  pmn- 
laed  to  anbJecC  themselves  to  tbe  aame.  Tbe  aame  fact  la  alao  plalntr  eTldeot  In 
tbe  man;  reqneata  lent  to  the  Claaala  at  different  tlmea  to  allow  antboritr  to  exam- 
ine certain  IndlTldnata,  preparalorllr  and  Una]];;  tor  example,  John  Schu7ler,  J.  C. 
Kirenmoet,  B.  Van  der  Linde,  John  Lerdt;  and  to  ordain  tbem  aa  mlnlater*.  B; 
anch  Acta,  tbe  anperlorlC;  of  the  Clanla  la  eTident.  In  tboee  cases  the  Classla 
panted  their  reqneata  and  allowed  them  aathorlt;  so  to  do.  bnt  upon  tbe  nnder- 
atandlns  (bat  tbe  rlxbt,  according  to  tbe  Bcdealaatlcal  Rnlea,  belonged  atrictlr  to 
the  Claiala;  bnt  tbat  for  apeclal  reaaona,  sbe  allowed,  npon  condition  (bat  aucb 
ezamlnatlona  abonld  be  condncted  in  momIm  CltitU,  or  In  their  right.  Beaaona 
were  alao  glren  why  (he  absolate  power  to  do  tbeae  thingi  could  tiot  be  granted. 
These  ma;  be  seen  In  letters  written  to  jonr  countrr  at  the  lime  br  onr  Claaala: 
namelr,  to  tbe  Ooaalatary  of  Scbohatle,  In  New  York,  on  Oct.  let.  lT3Si  and  to  tka 
BeTS.  Henrr  Boel  and  George  W,  Uanclns,  paatora  In  New  York.  Maj.  1744;  and 
to  (Jarret  Uaagboort,  R.  Brlckaon,  Oct.  3rd,  1T4S;  and  to  G.  Du  Bois  and  laha 
Bltiema,  April  11.  1T4T.      [See  under  dates.] 

Now  thla  anbonllnatloa  of  (he  Cborchea  of  New  York  (to  (he  ClaaalB)  waa  by  no 
meana  deattored  bj  (he  eatabllibmeat  of  the  Coetua  In  that  countrr:  for  (be  design 
of  (bat  organliatlon  waa  not  (o  (ake  away  that  aulMinliDatloa.  bat  to  unite  ronr 
congregation!.  eoHectlTcly.  more  closely  to  oura.  In  order  to  put  an  end  to  manr 
troubles  whioh  had  already  begno  to  apring  up;  to  aimplllj  tbe  matter  of  tbe  cor- 
rnpoDdeDCe  for  the  Claiala;  and  to  arraoge  (hat  the  reports,  about  any  dltfeicncea. 
In  wblch  our  opinion  waa  desired,  might  come  lo  ua  tbiougb  the  recogultpd  C«etna. 
and  not  thnngb  partlcnlar  Indlriduals.  Thna  would  we  l>e  enabled  to  Jndge  of  tbe 
matter  mora  ImpartlsllT.  The  Coetus  slso  remaining  subordlnale  to  our  Claaala. 
better  oppordmlly  would  t>e  given  to  objectors  to  make  (heir  appeals  to  Claaala. 
Now  It  la  for  sncb  stlutar;  reaaona  (hat  the  Claaels  idTlBcs  the  re-eslabllihment  of 
tbe  Coetos. 

Wbaterer  mar  bave  been  the  Intention  of  certain  onea.  In  your  conniry.  who.  In 
tbe  llrst  place  leqoceted,  wllb  powerfal  argoiDeii(*,  the  ea(abllBhtnent  of  •  Coetus, 
It  U  perfectly  evident  tt«m  many  letters  and  doctimenla  then  wrltlen  to  ua,  tbat  It 
waa  tbaa  tbongbt  advlaable  that  the  Coetua  ebonid  remain  subordinate  to  tbe 
Claaals  or  Amsterdam,  In  order  to  proTe  this  it  loaj  be  autDclent  to  gnote  from 
the  letter  of  Sept.  12,  1737.  written  bj  Rev.  Gualtprus  Du  Bois.  In  the  name  of 
tbe  mInlsteiB  assembled  at  New  York.  Bppl.  7-12.  and  addressed  lo  tbe  aevetal 
Cburchea  of  tbat  region,  wllb  tbe  deilgn  of  peransdliiR  ibem  lo  consent  to  the  for- 
mation of  ■  Coetus.  In  this  letter  he  ssys;  -'Since  11  most  be  obTtoos  to  all 
Impartial  and  obaerrlng  Christians  of  tbe  Reformed  Cburch  that  we  bave  tfie 
prlvlleBs  of  entering  upon  tbe  work  of  making  a  uapfiil  Coetus  here,  for  the  reeaoDS 
•tated.  and  slso  tbat  It  does  not,  in  tbe  least.  Injure  our  subordination  to  tbe 
Olaaals  of  Amsterdam",  elc.,  e(r..  etc.  Alao  In  a  leller  of  April  12.  1738.  algnsd 
br  Unaltema  Da  Bols,  President,  and  Gerard  Haagboort.  Scriba.  (bey  aay  that  they 
agree  with  tbe  opinion  of  the  Classls.  namely:  "Tbat  It  la  neceaaary  tbat  there 
abonid  l>e  held,  annnally.  at  New  York,  an  Assembly,  or  Coetas.  or  Convention  of 
m/D/alen,  In  order  to  prevent  dlstarbancea  and  diacorda  and  for  the  gsnertl  welfara 
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of  tb«  eborrbn.  Theietora  thej  biT*  d^tcnnlDed  (o  eitnbllBh  n  yearly  Aewmbly 
«f  mlnlatcn  wltli  s  ccrt>lD  oumber  of  eldera.  Tbc7  bave  Dotllled  (he  CJaasU  <rf 
tkU,  InumDCh  m  nMblQK  iboald  be  deternitncd  on  without  the  knowledite  of 
CkKMla".  -Thei  fnrtbenaore  BWilj  the  Cliwls  thm  It  wbb  detennltiod  tu  im 
AMemb)7  at  Kew  York,  AprU  24,  2S,  1T3H.  that  tbe  effort  for  ■  CoeCus  should  tw 
cooUoned.  And  tbe  Coctna.  nr  ther,  wblch  \t  Id  accordance  with  Church  RoIm, 
!•  ■  bodj  ■Dbordlnate  to  tbe  Rot.  Claaala.  that  li,  to  each  an  extent  thut  we  will 
uk  «lTlc«,  correapoad  and  make  appeaU.  accordlof  to  Church  Rules,  In  agreement, 
u  rhnrehM  In  oar  eouotir  (Holland)  do.  with  the  Synod  of  Dort.  We  respect- 
till7  aak  th«  <JIbm1«  to  coolirm  thia  Coetni  b7  their  authority." 

-In  addition  to  thIa  letter  we  recelred  ■  aerlea  of  "  FDN  DA  MENTAL  ARTICLES" 
(a  whleb  Uw  Cactna  waa  to  be  toimded.     We  mentlan  here,  only  tboee  whirb  refer 


Article  ^:  "  N«De  bat  eeclealaatlcal  matten,  and  those  In  nn  ecclealaBIlcal  waj. 
•hall  ba  taken  op  and  decided  In  a  Coetoai  and  alwaya  Id  aulijection  to  Ihe  CIii»la 
tl  AmataidaBi,  aeeoTdlnx  to  Artlclea  SO,  31,  of  the  Chnreh  Rules." 

Article  >■-  "Whoever  feela  hlmaelf  assrleTed  by  the  proceedioKi  <tf  the  Coetus. 
■aj  appeal  to  tbe  Claaala  of  Amaterdam.  In  caaea  of  Importance  we  mail  take 
Uc  adTlM  of  the  Claaala.  according  to  Article!  T6  and  7S,  and  alwaja  follow  tb«tt 
cimaeL  And  they  who  appeal  Co  tbe  Rer.  Claaala,  or  thoae  for  whom  the  foetna 
Ilka  tiM  adrlce  and  Judgment  of  the  Rev.  Claaala,  ahall.  In  like  manner  wllb  the 
Coetaa  Itaelf.  anbmlt  ttaelf  to  tbat  advice  and  Judgment,  according  to  the  Cburcb 

In  a  Icttar  from  New  York.  Oct.  20th.  1788.  by  Gnatlerua  Da  Sola,  ht-  >n;B.  In 
■teklag  to  Jnatlfr  tbe  formation  of  tbe  Coetua:  "Fearing  dlatarbaoces  In  our 
loBilahSBK  congngatlooa.  tbe  Coetoa  baa  reaalved  to  ramalo  aubordlnate  to  (he  Rev. 
Claaala.  We  Intend  to  aaalat  one  another  and  lo  promole  lore  toward  due  niinther, 
N  eiamplea."  etc..  etc.  And  a  little  fnrtber  on.  he  aayi:  "We  are  n-ady  to 
Hbordlnate  ooraelvea  to  tbe  High  Aaaembly.  and  dealre  a  clear  dlrlalon  carried  out 
li  Imd  order:"  and  lu  cooclualon:  "I  hope  that  Iheae  my  reaaona,  together  with 
't*  wccaally  of  a  Coetna  In  tbla  conntry.  aubordlnate  to  the  Claaala  of  Amalerdam. 
>ay  be  ngarded  aa  aatlafactory  aa  well  aa  tbe  other  lettera  and  documetila  of 
■■pertaocai  and  that  tbe  Claaala  may  be  of  the  aame  oplnloD  aa  myaelf.  and  all  In 
lUaeoantrr,  In  Kferenre  to  tbe  eatabtlahment  of  a  Coelua." 

Haw  tUa  abowa  clearly  what  wan  proposed  to  the  Claaala.  and  tbat  a  aiibordl- 
MM  l^oetna  waa  dealred.  The  Claaala.  therefore,  finally,  gave  permlaalon  for  ibe 
ntibllabment  of  a  Coetna  on  the  baala  of  tbe  Artlclea  propoaed.  6be  expnwae<l 
twtlf  clearly  oa  tbe  matter  In  a  tetter  dated  Auguat  SO,  ITSO,  addreaaed  lo  Revo. 
G.Di  Bola,  B.  Precman,  J.  T.  PreUngbnyaen,  R.  Brlckaon.  A.  Cartenlna,  G.  Flaag- 
tartasd  John  Scbnyler— "On  tbe  condition  that  care  waa  to  be  taken  not  to  bavi> 
>wM  nttared  agalnat  tbe  doctrine,  and  to  bold  nellber  preparatory  or  flniil  'laoil- 
■tliaoa  tbla  being  mattera  wblcb  by  tbe  Synod  of  Dort  were  reatrlcted  to  tbe 
i>V.iUtc  Claaala.  and  wblch  prlndplea  were  applied  a  tew  years  ago  lo  estab- 
ibklig  a  t^oetoa  In  aarinam." 
TUa  decUntlon  tbe  Claaala  repeated  In  a  letter  dated.  Nor.  ITS9.  aod  which  la 
I  )IMed  to  IB  yonr  (Bltaema'a)  bo^,  page  U.  Tbe  Rev.  Assembly  trusted  j-nur 
I  'KliiaCiona  In  favor  of  eatablUhlng  a  Coetns  aubordlnate  to  tbe  Clasala  of  Amrter- 
*•>:  lad  haa  alao  wrlttan  many  letters  to  ministers  wbo  oppose  It,  advlalnc  iheni 
}  MniialD  tba  plan.  Finally,  the  Coetns  came  Into  existence,  but  sutmrdlnatlon  to 
W  UUms  remained.  Kor  lu  the  Plrst  Coelus.  held  In  1747,  11  waa  resolved 
*%!  no  minuter  or  minlatera  ahall  request  permission  from  tbe  Gtaasia  lo  conduct 
■nalaatlona,  bat  this  Shalt  be  done  only  by  tbe  Coetua,  la  which  t>ody  Ihe  aladenl, 
*ltl  tie  pmper  laatlmonlals,  shall  present  himself.  In  this  case,  at  least,  tbe 
^  It  dear,  that  only  tbe  Claaala  had  tbe  right  to  grant  ancb  privileges;  and  tbat 
!■  UBM  clicomatancea  at  laaat,  the  eiamlnatlon  mnat  be  asked  from  the  Claaala. 

Ittera  were  anbaaqnentl;  written  from  time  to  time  to  the  Claaala:  the  Acta  of 
'^  Coetoa  were  aeot  over  to  na.  and.  In  matter*  of  dllference,  our  opinion  and 
'"Man  were  reqneated.  Tbere  wei«  also  t«<|neals  sent  np  after  the  establlahmeDt 
*(  Ik*  ireclaa,  lo  obtain  from  Claaala  tbe  right  to  quality  certain  ones  after  eiaml- 
**<l«n.  Tbla  pravea,  tbat  only  the  Claaala  had  power  to  do  ancta  tUng*.  At  \b 
IWttd  tne,  tbat  the  Claaala  occaaJoaaUy  give  conaesC  lo  the  Coetna.  to  e&kiii\ik«. 
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114  Will  tbe  F*ie  of  B.  Vcrbrjrck.  bnt  iDbieqaentlr  sncb  cooacat  was  nfBMd.  Tha 
(Mctiu  tbeo  KBt  oTSt  certkln  leatlemeD  to  be  examined  br  ut  tor  llee&inrB  and 
ordination,  or  aomatlmei  only  for  ordination,  Aa  examiilea  of  these  wan  tha  caa- 
lUdatea  P.  De  Wlndt,  tbe  yoDDS  fentlemen  Jacobui  and  Feidl&and  FnllnclinraaB, 
B.  Vroaman.  Tbeodore  Romeln,  and  Wlltlam  Jaluon.  Br  lucti  Incldenta  yod 
recocolted  tbe  aotborlty  ot  Claaala. 

Subiegneatl;  ■  r'*"  "'■■  propoted  In  jour  regloDi  to  chani*  the  Coetoa  Into  a 
Ulawla.  and  eren  to  form  a  Unlvenltj.  Tbe  Claaali  expreaied  her  opinion  rai7 
clearl;  on  thik  matter  Id  a  letter  to  (he  Coetoa  of  New  York,  I>ec.  0th,  ITU,  which 
wM  alined  br  W.  FelfTen  as  Prealdeot  and  R.  Scbuttc,  Scribe.  Bnt  there  la  no 
■lltulon  made  to  thli  letter  In  tbe  lK>ok  of  Hbt.  L-eydt.  He  Ignore*  It  aa  If  It  did 
not  exist.  Vet  Ib»  Clauls  therein  gare  decisions  on  each  propoiltlon,  abowlng  tha 
Impractlcabllltr  of  cither;  and  the  bad  reanlts  which  wonid  Bow  from  either  propo- 
slllon  ir  inrremfu!.  Furthermore  the  CIukbIh  wrote  lo  the  CoKns,  April  6.  1TB«, 
(the  letter  being  signed  by  It.  Bchutte.  president,  and  J.  Boskoop,  scribe.)  From 
tbl*  i.  Leydt  quote*  and  mentions  In  bis  book  onlj  one  aectlon.  (pace  37),  and 
that  wlthont  allndlng  to  the  expressions.  In  which  the  change  or  tha  Coetoa  Into 
a  ClaHls.  Id  order  )o  eiimlne  and  adrsacs  candidates  and  mlBlstets,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  Unlienltf,  are  disapproved. 

In  order.  If  possible,  lo  csrrr  out  the  plan,  tbe  nmlter  was  brought  Qp  before  lb* 
felynod  of  Nortb  Holland  In  ITSS,  but  that  Aisemblj-  adopted  tbe  fallowing  anawer 
to  bo  sent  (o  tbe  cbnrcbes  of  New  York:— 

1.  Tbat  tbe  Bjpnod  conid  not  la  any  war  approrp  of  the  establlthment  of  a 
Utaaais.  tor  the  aame  reasons  already  gtrea  hj  tbe  Claasls  of  Amaterdam. 

8.  That  the  project  of  eitabllahlDg  «  Unlrenltr  or  Bemlnarr  wan  ntterir 
Impracticable.  It  wii  to  be  reiiarded  as  a  chimera,  as  there  are  neither  Piv- 
feaaon  of  ablUt?  In  thai  connlrr;  or  even  If  tbeae  could  be  toand,  there  were  no 
fonda  bj  which   they  could  be  aupponed. 

3.  The  Synod,  therefore,  adviaea  you  to  remain  In  eorrespoDdence  with,  aa  well 
as  Id  •ubordlnitlon  to.  )be  Clanala  of  Amaterdam,  and  unitedly  to  re-eatabtlah  tha 
now  deatrojred  Coelna.  The  Sj'und  fiirthpr  declarea  thai  nil  reaolntloas  made  by 
tbe  seceding  parties  are  nnll  and  void. 

The  next  year,  IT5T.  the  same  matter  iras  nRaln  brought  up  by  letter  from  your 
region*,  before  tbe  Bynod  of  .\orlh  Holland.  That  A»einbly  held  Itself  to  tha 
action  taken  In  the  preceding  yenr.  giving  no  nulliarily  to  the  Claaala  In  the  matter. 
Concerning  a  particular  requeat  then  made  to  be  allowed  to  examine  and  adTance 
a  certain  Adrian  Van  der  Swan,  tbe  Synod.  (fcarlnK  that  more  requesta  of  a 
almllar  natnre  might,  from  time  in  llmp,  be  made,  to  the  Rev.  Assembly,  and  that 
thla  one  might  be  only  a  pretext  lo  help  yon  carry  out  your  dealgns  for  sepamtloo 
from  tbe  Claasla,)  reaolred  to  leave  thi*  matter  to  ibe  Judgment  of  the  Claaala  of 
Amaterdam.  belleTlng  that  that  Clasal*  would  art  for  the  be*t  InletMts  of  tb> 
congregatlona. 

Hence  It  appear*  ihut  the  rinaala  lins  always  been,  and  la  yet.  aiilboTlied. 
under  the  approbHilnn  nt  tbis  Synod,  to  condnM  the  preparatory  and  flnni  exami- 
nations In  behalf  of  the  churches  of  New  Xetberlond,  And  euch  nutborlly  was 
not  glipn  lo  (he  Coeliis,  because  Ibe  Synod  of  Dorl  gave  It  (o  the  CloatU  and  net 
to  the  Cortus,  which  la  a  body  sabordloalc  In  a  Clanls. 

Now  such  subflrdinadon  Is  Illegally  resisted  In  your  ehnrrb:  yet  It  la  equitable, 
and  In  accordance  with  (he  Word  of  God.  Tbe  rxbonatlan  of  Taul  also  JiutlflM 
It— "Let  all  things  be  done  decpntly  and  In  order.-  1  Cor.  H:40.  It  this  I*  done, 
then  lower  Assemblies  ranst  be  aubordlnnte  lo  higher  ones.  Tbis  la  an  esacntlal 
In  all  aocledea.  For  aiicb  reaaona  there  were  formed,  as  the  growth  of  the  Chnreb 
and  the  multlpllcliy  of  congregatlona  demanded,  ronalatorles,  Claasea  and  Bynoda- 
Partlculnr  Bynoda  and  a  General  or  National  Synod.  Tbla  wa*  In  order  to  pra- 
aerve  fellowship,  unity  of  doc(rine,  and  alao  to  reconcile  opposing  parties.  To  tb* 
higher  Aaaembllea  were  glren  more  prlTllegea  and  powers,  than  lo  tbe  lower  one*. 
In  order  that  be  wbo  bad  any  objecdona  ngnlnut  the  Acts  of  a  lower  body  might 
appeal  to  a  higher.  This  l>  neeesMry— else  why  aboald  a  higher  Aaaembly  eilati 
How  could  (he  dlverw  opinions  of  Consistories  be  reconciled.  If  no  Clauls  or 
Synod  could  decide  ninn  them?  If  tbey  had  no  more  power  than  a  Conalatoiy. 
tie  lowtr  not  being  subordlnBte  lo  the  MRherl  Why  shonld  any  one  appeal.  If 
tbt  blgb^r  coarta  had  no  power  lo  conllTin  ot  w\ecl.  tte  4*«\iVdak  t«  Vht  WsrerT 
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It  la  abvlOM  tlut  tbere  mmt  be  ■  gnduated  lubordinatlon  In  order  to  avoid  • 
pcrftct  Babel  of  confiuloD.  iodeed,  we  mliht  ask,  nrbr  sboald  there  be  a  Coelo* 
In  TOOT  Coimtrj  U  It  iMMeMed  do  luoie  power  than  an;  particular  ConslstorrT 
■■«  If  BDch  Conalatorlea  were  not  anbordlnated  tbereto,  and  obllied  to  aubmlt 
ibrBiMlTM,  or  appeal  to  a  hliber  Auembly. 

Bocb  Snboidbutlona  eilat  alio  bere  Id  our  rouDtir  (Holland).  Conalatorlea  are 
nbetdlnal*  to  Claawa,  and  ClIMea  to  Srnoda.  HeDce  tbe  CooHlatory  of  ADiater- 
d>M.  altlMnfh  coDalatlDi*  of  twenty-Dloe  mlDlalera  BDd  ao  aian;  elden.  baa  no 
power  to  condoel  pieparatorj  or  flnal  examlnatloDa,  bat  thia  power  belongra  onljr 
to  tbe  Claaaiai  but  the  Clawls  conalata  Dot  oDiy  of  Dilalstera  and  cMen  (of  tbe 
city  of)  ADMtetdkm,  bnt  aUo  of  thow  ot  otber  cbnrcbcs.  and  all  tUcu  togetber 
Bik*  the  UtaMla. 

(Thla  letter,  ao  far,  1>  dupUi-Rted  In  next  letter,  to  tbe  Coetus.l 

Inamnrb  then  na  the  CoPtuH  ■■  aabordlnate  to  the  rlnsHla  ot  Amxlprdani.  tbal 
Claarf*  deelatcd.  Id  d  letter  ilated  Jao.  T  (or  137)  ITOI.  tbat  abe  cuitnol  apprOTe 
tke  proiDotlcnu  already  made,  a*  havliiB  been  performerl  acrordlnK  10  tbe  coatODi 
•r  tbe  Netbatlands  cburt'bea,  Thla  tbe  Claaala  now  rclteratei.  Tbe  ClaRHlH  idda: 
But  we  will  not  be  too  strict,  and  wilt  not  altogether  repudiate  tbe  tbinjis  doue, 
bat  will  look  npou  them  aa  facta  accompllnhed.  [That  la,  tbe  protuotlniiK  bj-  tbe 
Coetna.1  Tbe  Claiala  has  acted  thna  In  h  few  other  niatlera,  when  things  h>Te 
kteo  done  do!  eiaetl;  accordlnx  to  Cbnrch  Order;  not.  Indeed,  because  she  upprorea 
b(  loeb  tbiDgii.  but  for  the  sake  ot  lore  and  penre.  and  to  nrold  the  obeoluto 
rrroklnf  of  nccompllahpd  fuftB.  For  tbere  la  a  dllTercnce  between  RlTlntc  permta- 
■lan  to  commit  a  wrong  art.  and  prOTldlng  aa  good  n  remedy  for  tbe  same,  aa 
psBdUe,  when  the  evil  la  done.  The  CUaala,  therefore,  bolda  heraeK  to  her  fonner 
natement.  end  1*  readjr  to  recognlie  tbe  examlnatlona  performed.  Thii>  la  done 
hi  tbe  Intereala  of  loru  and  peace,  and  Bncb  a  course  seems  (he  best  niouiis  ot 
■ccompliablDg  these  thing*. 

naallj,  tbe  Clasals  declare  In  a  letter  of  Jan.  ID,  ITfll.  Ibnt  she  does  not  give 
the  anlbOTlt;  to  conducl  exnriilnattonii  In  general,  to  the  Coelus,  bin  Ihat  thla 
Maiti  onlj  to  tbe  Clasata:  j-et  the  Ctassii  wtll  tn  eilntordtnnry  coses  not  reason- 
•Me.  and  kct  In  eacb  case,  pro  rt  nala.  provided  tbe  Coetus  give  notice  nt  the 
larDnlar  teatorea  of  tbe  case,  ami  furnish  h  pmisewaithy  tpstlmonliil  ns  to  tbe 
Itwnl  kDOwledge  ot  theology  and  truth  In  Ibc  Indivldnal  applying.  Bnl  no  such 
prtnietea  will  t>e  granted  ao  loag  as  tbe  Coeln!<  doeit  not  reunlle  Itself  In  the  tlea 
■f  lora  and  peace. 

Ira  bare  bereln.  brethren,  a  large  coniniunk'nllon.  In  reference  to  (he  prepnts- 
ttrt  and  anal  examlnatlona.  In  wblch  the  opinion  of  Ihe  ClaBSls  Is  given,  and  to 
rtkh  abe  will  adhere.  Tlie  Classls  d^Htre  to  be  nioOerate  In  the  matter  In  order 
1»  NMMte  peace  and  love,  but  only  on  the  eondltlonn  obove  npeclfled.  We  enrn- 
Mly  hope  tbat  peace  nnd  union  may  t>e  found  among  you.  and  tbat  yon  also,  when 
He  other  gentlemen  shall  bare  subjected  tbemsetves  to  our  decision,  nlll  be  con- 
ttatafl  with  the  came,  and  that  you  will  eicrt  yoiirseiveu  10  clear  nwuy  every 
•tatacle.  tbat  discard  may  disappear  and  lore  may  reign. 

Hiy  tke  Lord  of  Peace  Inllnenee  yon  to  unity  of  pnrpone  and  bind  you  together 
li  a«a  of  perfectlou.     We  commend  you  lo  Ood  and  to  the  WonI  of  bla  grqce, 
vUla  we  remain. 
Tenia  with  aSectloD,  Rer.  Gentlemen  and  Beloved  Brethren. 
ToiT  obadleDt  aerranta  aod  brethren. 

Id  the  oamc  of  tba  Claaala  of  Amaterdani, 

John  7acob  Keaaler.  Depp.  CI.  Amat.  Pepii  h.   (.  I'mesr^, 
John  De  Lange,  T.  D.  M.,  Amst.  Depp.  CI.  b.  t.  Scrlba. 
!■  nr  (HualCDl  Aaaembly, 
JWMry  II,  1T63. 

The  Classic  of,  Amsterdam  to  tih:  Ci.iTrs,  .T.vxitaky  11,  176fJ. 
Vt.i..  ni,  Paok  170.     Xu.  1:J0. 

T»  the  Ber.  Mlnlstera  Id  Sew  York  who  cnll  themaelTes  the  Coctua, 
■  and  Bmbren.' — 

"  *"■►  rompoiuvi  r.,r  .7ohn  f.^ydt.  pastor  at  Sew  BtuoswVA. 
n™  Lfbrnr  tbe  Wmt  to   f<.nce."  or  "  Information",  etc.  b*^li« 
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been  eiimtned.  ■■  tbe  title  ttjn,  and  publlthed  according  to  tbe  rutM  of  tb»  Cbnreb. 
Fram  tbli  •talemrnt  we  muit  conclude  tbat  tbe  oiber  gentleoieD,  wbo  elaln  to  be 
tbe  Coetua,  have  alio  Fiamlnrd  sad  approTed  It,  and  are  of  tbe  aame  oplDlan  m  It* 
■ntboT.     Therefore  we  deem  It  Deceaaarr  to  write  70D  tbia  letter. 

It  ia  with  dlapleaiure,  and  even  IndlKnattoo,  that  wc  hare  read  In  aald  book, 
tbe  reproachca  and  coDtamelr  poured  oat,  not  odIt  apon  the  Clawla  of  Amaterdam, 
but  atao  upon  the  Bynod  of  North  Holland,  aa  well  aa  certain  reiotuclona  prlnttd 
tbereln.  We  caanot  refrain  from  eipreaalns  our  Indignation  tbat  yon.  In  70iir 
country,  tbODld  thu*  bring  contempt  on  tbe  Gaaala,  the  Sfnoda  and  Conalatorlea  of 
our  count rj. 

But  have  we.  Indeed,  deaerved  auch  treatment  when  we  have  ao  often  aaalated  JDIH 
Cbarcb  witb  advice  and  trlendlf  eihortallona  In  their  man;  dllBcultleaT  la  locb  oar 
reward  tor  our  continued  Interest  In  jour  welfare?  for  the  dlDlcult  and  otteo  palafol 
labors  in  the  consideration  of  jour  affaInT  Our  time  ia  too  precloum,  and  oar 
labors  In  our  manj  congregatlona.  together  with  the  care  of  thoae  In  foreign  landc, 
too  great,  tor  ua  to  attempt  to  aniwer,  mlnnlelr.  auch  a  document  (aa  Lejdt'a 
book.)  Bui  perhaps  this  Is  not  necessar?.  For  the  principal  qneallon  has  refetuice 
to  the  right  to  hold  tbe  preparatory  and  final  examinations.  Including  the  acta  of 
llcenalng  and  ordaining,  together  with  the  change  of  tbe  Coetua  Into  a  Claaala,  or  a 
bodjr  no  longer  aubordlnate  to  the  Amsterdam  Clauls.  Rev.  liejdt  oppoaea  tbe 
precogatlTe  claimed  b;  the  Gaasls  of  Amsterdam  to  bold  the  Coetua  In  anbordlna-. 
tloD.  lie  pretenda  that  tbe  same  prerogative  dwells  In  tbe  Coetua,  without  anbordl- 
natlon  to  a  Claaals.  It  will  be  soltlclent,  therefore,  for  na  to  prove  tbe  anbordlBB- 
tlon  of  tbe  Coetus  to  the  Claasla. 

The  opinion  of  the  ClaulB  has  alws;i  been,  and  la  ret  the  same,  that  tiM 
eburcbes  of  New  Netberland  have  no  rlgbt  to  bold  tbe  preparator;  or  Doal  txamlna- 
tlona,  for  tbeaa  dlatlnctl;  belong  to  tbe  CIsmIh  as  auch.  Tbia  opinion  la  founded  oa 
tbe  4tb  Article  etc 

(For  the  next  aeveral  pages,  see  preceding  letter.) 

Such  subordlDBtlons  exist  also  here  la  our  countrr,  (Holland.)  Conala- 
torlea are  lubordlnale  to  Classls  and  Classic  lo  Synods.  Hence  the  Conslatorr  of 
Amsterdam,  although  consisting  of  twentr-nlne  ministers  and  so  man;  eldera,  baa  no 
power  to  conduct  preparatory  or  final  eiamlnallona,  but  this  power  belonga  onlj  to 
the  Claesli:  but  the  Claaala  conalata  not  onl;  of  mlnlatera  and  elders  of  (the  cUt  of) 
Amsterdam,  but  alio  of  those  of  other  cburcbea,  and  all  these  together  make  tbe 
Classls. 

For  the  same  reasons  the  Coetus  has  not  tbe  power  to  conduci  preparator;  and 
Bnal  eiamlDallons,  Inasmuch  as  It  Is  regarded  as  being  only  a  part  of  the  Claaala 
of  Amsterdam,  being  an  Assembl;  subordinate  to  that  Classls. 

We  Chink  we  have  said  eoouitb  to  prove  the  prerogative  of  the  Claaals,  It  la. 
therefore,  unjust  to  accuse  [he  Clnssls  of  having  usurped  power  without  authority. 
It  Is  a  alander  which  Kev.  Leydt  has  written  in  his  book  on  page  26.  namely,  that 
those  who  recognlie  the  authority  of  the  Clsssls  make  ber  the  highest  power,  dcnj- 
tng  tbe  power  of  Christ  and  the  authority  of  the  Scripture,  and  oppose  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Church.*  The  Claisla  baa  never  attempted  to  lord  It  over  your  Cbnrch, 
but  on  the  contrary,  to  serve  ber  In  love.  She  has,  however,  required  a  lawful 
aubord  I  nation,  founded  on  the  Church  Order.  To  this,  Ihe  ministers  of  your  country, 
by  their  signatnres,  have  suhjected  themselves.  Tbe  supremacy  of  the  Classls  waa 
also  recognised  when  the  Coetus  waa  eatabllslied.      A   Coetos,  subordinated    to    the 

'This  hardly  eipresaea  Leydl'a  position.  I?e  uys  on  page  !■ : 
"A  second  question  Is  this :  Even  though  there  were  an  eipreas  prohibition  or  eam- 
mand  of  the  Claaala.  does  that  necessarily  render  a  matter  lawful  or  nnlavfnil 
I  CPrlalnly  do  not  bPllpve  thai  any  one  will  calmly  admit  thla,  aa  then,  necessarily, 
a  sapreme  IpglslsIIve  power  over  us  would  be  attributed  to  the  Claaala,  and  thua  tbt 
■ole  government  of  Christ  would  be  denM  ;  tbe  authority  ot  Scripture  would  be 
relected :  and  the  Conatltutlon  o{  the  Cbarch  Impugned,  If  not  perverted.  Tbe 
Claaals  might  become  disposed  to  forbid  tbe  reading  of  tbe  BIbl*  by  the  eomnxni 
people.    Would  auch  reading,  therefore,  be  unlawful?    UIgbt  forbid  olBclala  ot  the 

_,. — »  . •,,.-•.>  ..   .1. — • —   ,. 1 — ^,„.,    gj  jji^  refera  t»  commaiida 

..and  asfea  whether  ecclealaa- 


tvm,  sainta,  uucix-idv  oa  uxinijiuijit*,  eic.  ana  aaoa  wneinar 
couJd  make  tbCM  lawfol.    B«*  andet  date  ot  Aug.  1^  ITIO, 
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ClM*U.  was  desired,  and  was  based  on  legal  Articles.  Tbou  who  now  oppose  the 
fowvr  of  tbe  Clsssls,  snd  attempt  to  separate  from  It.  act  contrary  to  their  obllgs- 
tlJM.  Tbe;  deatror  tbe  very  tnndamenUU  on  which  the  Coetns  was  baud  and 
1  bj  the  ClasBlB.  Conaldering  tbeae  circumstances,  tbe  Clasils  Is  unable  to 
t  aach  a  CoMiia  (a*  dow  exists],  bnt  she  requires  chat  it  should  remsln 
It  Is  not  Id  any  way  adTantageou*  to  tbe  CIssila.  in  considering  her 
•■■  MBifort  It  would  be  acrsMble  to  na  to  b«  rellersd  of  jour  traubteaome  affairs. 
Bst  It  la  only  for  the  prospsrlt;  of  yonr  Church,  that  the  Ctaasis  Is  wlulnc  to  da 
R«rTtblii(  po«lbIe  to  serre  and  snatsln  joa.  Bat  If  the  Clsssls  Is  assailed,  ss 
ttf.  Lejdt  baa  done,  and  many  withdraw  from  subordlnatloa,  aad  claim  complete 
Mtprndtnrr.  then  all  further  oppoctooltr  ot  aerrlng  you  Is  taken  away,  and  ws 
■III  hara  ]nst  reason  to  bring  our  correspondencs  to  an  end, 

Bntbraa.  consider  what  will  be  the  resalt  ot  yoar  withdraws)  from  the  Netber- 
mim  ChorcbT  Will  It  not  be  tbe  beglniilng  of  tbe  Introdoctlon  of  (Bricisb)  tyranny 
k  tba  CbarchT  Will  not  dlstarbsnces  be  niDltlplied  by  such  an  actT  Would  you 
Mt  b*  tba  Instmmeatallty  of  hiTlng  your  (Dutch  Church)  liberties  sssailsd,  which 
]sa  bava  enjoyed  (from  the  BngUsh  conquest)  nntU  now?  Coaslder  these  things 
OMfnily.  Try  to  prerent  thoee  bad  resoltt,  which  will  confuse  or  completely 
dMiroy  yoar  congregatlooa,  by  uniting  together  again  In  a  Coetus  subordinste  to  tbe 


la  order  to  promote  paaee  and  nnltj  among  you,  tbe  Clsssls  bss  been  moderate  In 
lbs  matter  of  examlnatlona.  and  will  continue  to  be  so,  according  to  her  statements 
k  a  letter  of  Jen.  IS,  ITOl.  In  that  letter  the  Classls  sxpressed  her  desire  that  yon 
alght  be  Induced  to  clear  away  ths  obstacles  to  union,  so  as  to  be  able  to  sea 
taaUy,  an  end  to  all  disturbances. 

Hay  the  Lord  ot  Peace  incite  yon  tbersto,  making  you  one  in  heart  and  purpose, 
tindlag  yoa  togather  with  ties  ot  perfection.  We  commeod  yon  to  Qod  and  the  Word 
of  His  Grace,  while  we  remain. 

Tours  with  affection,  Rer.  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren, 
Tour  serranta  and  brethren. 

In  tbe  name  of  tbe  Claaal*  ot  Anuterdam, 

John  Jacob  Kessler,  Depp.  CI.  fa.  t.  Praeses. 
Johannes  de  Lange.  Depp.  CI.  b.  t  Scrlba. 
ta  ovr  Claaalcal  Asasmbly, 
Jan.  Jl,  ITU. 


Chubch  of  New  York. 
Blank  Call  sent  to  IloUand  for  a  Minister  to  proacli  in  English. 
New  York.  January  18,  ITSS. 
Conalstory  hald  after  calling  on  God's  name. 
fnmtal : — Domlne  I^mbertua  de  Ronde,  President,  Domlne  J.  Rltiema. 
PMer  Lott  Oerrit  Rappelye 

CoraellQS  Bognrt  Oerardus  Bre kman 

EUers.  Oomellns  Clopper  Deacons.  Teunis  Tlpbniit 

Simon  JcriwKm  Pleter  Kpteltaa 

Theodore  Tan  Wyck  Dirk  Brinkerhoor 

John  Bogart.  Jr.  Isaac  RoosPTClt 

Johannes  Hardenbrock 

Tba  draft  of  a  Mtat  to  Holland,  prepared  by  tbe  Committee  appointed  on  tbe 
tth  !••£.,  was  r«ad  and  approTed.  The  Committee  were  requested  to  write  ont  s  neat 
Mpy,  tmi  asBd  tba  Mune  to  Holland  by  tbe  flrat  opportunity.     It  1*  in  tbe  worda 
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(Orlflnal  Id  BoBUib.) 

.\»w  Yurk,  Jaaaar;  lOtb,  I7«3. 
UeuTi.  DiTliI  LoDBUCTllI*  and  Jai.  Hrlnshill  m  AniMrrdBm. 
ReTartnd  QcatlemtD : — 

We,  wbow  namta  ire  hereunto  aubacrlbcd,  beids  n  rniuiiiliirr  aiipolnted  bj  the 
Ulnliter,  Elders  and  DcaconB  of  tbe  Rerormcd  Prateatanl  Duirb  (.liiirFb  ot  New  York, 
•IT  bj  thein  ardrred  lo  addrcn  thfae  llnea  to  Ton.  pr«i«DCiiiK  lo  foil  their  compll- 
menu  and  trup  rvgard,  tog^tbcr  witb  tbflr  rarnexl  lOllcKatloiia  In  bebalf  of  tbelr 
ci>ii8T«talli>n.  tbat  jaa  would  be  pleaaed  to  line  }<iiir  kind  endravori  to  aaalat  In 
fettlnc  a  ploua  tnlalatrr,  qualified  arcordlnt:  to  tlip  CiiDHtltntlon  of  the  Reformed 
Protestant  Dntcb  Cburebei  In  Holland,  and  that  U  i|uallfied  to  perform  tbe 
ministerial  function  In  the  Enjtilib  UnguaicF.  Ibereb^  lo  present  ourselTeo.  our  rtalng 
generation  and  tbe  latest  iKntrrtlj  Itae  Inrnllmable  blrmiltig  of  tbat  Constltnttoa. 
And  In  order  to  gWe  you  a  clear  llEbl  ot  the  dlDcnltles  w*  Rtrunle  with,  and  the 
absolute  necessilj  there  Is  to  call  a  Kood  Kngllib  mlnlxlpr.  it  will  b«  necesur;  to 
■It*  ran  s  true  Idea  of  the  diminution  of  oiir  unre  flgiirlahlDi;  concregatlon.  as  a 
tarther  inducement  to  use  jour  utmost  rndeavor*,  with  the  help  ot  Ood  and  adrlM 
of  good  men.  lo  procure  Bucb  a  miuliler  that  maj'  aninrr  our  pious  Intentlona. 

Know  therrforr.  Genttemen.  that  for  somr  fparn  pssi,  the  Inhabltanta  of  onr 
ProTlnce  in  genpral  and  the  CItr  of  New  York  In  psrtlcular,  consisted,  b;  tar  the 
greatest  pan.  of  t>u(ch  people  who  adberpd  lo  Ibe  doctrine  roDStitnted  br  the 
National  8;Dod  ot  Don,  and  the;  had  formerly  the  erealest  share.  If  not  tha  whole, 
in  tbe  admin  la  t  ration  ot  ROTernment.  and  erpD  In  our  time  hare  we  bad  flre  of  bis 
Uajestj'a  Council  ot  this  IToTlnce,  residing  In  tlip  cllj  ;  who  trninenled  tbe  wonhip 
at  God  performed  In  our  cburcbee  and  were  mpmbers  In  communion  witb  ns.  Bat 
since  tbelr  death  we  hsTc  bad  nunc  of  our  membera  raised  to  that  higb  dlffltj. 
Our  courts  of  Judicature  wnre  flliiKi  with  juderK.  Jiicllces.  and  other  offlccrs  ot  Dntcb 
extraction;  Ibe  oncera  of  the  mllllla  arc  for  the  moal  lurl  ot  our  denomination; 
In  abort  our  influence  In  church  aud  stale  currlpd  a  Huperlor  aa'ai-  In  all  the  conntlea 
of  the  ProTlnce. 

But  being  an  Engllab  colony,  anil  nil  nindpra  ot  goTeraDient.  conrta  ot  Justice, 
and  our  trade  and  (ralBc  nltb  farelcnrrs  carrlnl  on  lo  the  Rngtlah  language,  baa. 
hj  the  length  of  time.  Kradually  iindpnulnded  our  tnoiher  lonitiir.  In  so  much  that 
there  is  scarce  a  principal  family  In  ibis  city  and  iren  In  our  own  cbnrcb.  whoM 
children  clearlj  undcrsiand  the  liuii^h  iHoeiiane  ;  liy  mesne  whereof  we  bare  datl; 
the  mortiacatlou  lo  an;  ibe  oSiiprlnfr  of  <hc  wealibleat  members  of  our  congregallon 
leave  our  divine  worship,  not  belUf;  able  10  apprebead  what  la  tauKbt,  and  Join 
themselvei  to  dlTerent  aoclellea  that  are  amouKal  us  :  and  In  auch  numbers  that  tbs 
respective  Engllab  consreEallona  at  iiment  In  the  cUy.  for  (he  presteat  part,  coDsIst 
o{  persons  who  are  dcBcendanta  of  pareula  wbu  were  formerly  communieanta  ot  one 
church:  and  they  dally  Irave  uh,  nol,  wilboul  refcrel.  on  account  of  tbelr  not  fully 
underatanding  tbe  Dutch  mlnlatera.  and  of  courw  are  more  edlHed  bJ  Bngllsb 
preacblng. 

Our  congregation,  therefore,  for  noiue  years  past,  has  been  a  nurseijr  for  ail  tha 
Engllab  deaomlnitlona  ai  Cbrlatlans  In  Ibla  city,  and  tboae  chiefly  from  our  principal 
people,  whereby  most  men  now  In  power  l>elons  M  oilivr  conitregationa.  though 
tiDeally  deacended  from  i>uich  parenrs.  And,  Irnl  our  longremtioa  In  a  few  year* 
may,  by  Its  gradual  decline,  dwindle  Into  a  ainiiII  nutnl-er.  It  being  Impossible  to  stop 
the  current  of  the  preralmcy  i.f  ibc  lOnEllsb  inriiimKe.  nur  Ministers,  eiders  snd 
Deacons,  by  and  wlib  ibe  mtvlcp  iind  I'onFoiii  «f  tbi-  i;reat  Consialory  or  Kfrtrraad 
ot  our  church,  baye  thoUKht  II  cip-ilipnl  to  lali  an  ICni^llnb  minister  on  (be  aforesaid 
eslabllabment.  n"t  only  lo  prevent  n  turlber  dlmlnixlon  of  nur  atock.  but  a1*o  to 
receive  Into  our  tMwom  iKaln  all  niich  who  bsve  left  us  on  account  ot  tbe  laticuage 
only,  and  are  deslrouK  10  Join  ..ur  ri.iniiiuni™  ncnin  as  soon  na  we  get  a  good 
Kngllsb  preacher. 

And  nbereaa  there  are  aeveral  eminent  preachers  In  this  city,  belonnlng  to  eongre- 
gatlona  who  differ  from  ua  In  worship.  It  bvhoTea  U4.  therefor*.  In  a  peculiar  manner, 
ta  be  provided  with  h  perw.n  every  wnr  i|nalin<M  not  only  to  edify  ourselves,  but  by 
hia  piety,  learning  and  elmiiience  ro  draw  olherB.  .*nd  aa  our  ao!e  aim  and  intention 
Im  lo  prearrve  (0  us  and  i.ur  i>oBierl1y  the  purity  of  onr  doctrine,  and  to  tnilld  up 
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•ar  church  on  that  faltfa  dcllTerM  to  n*  br  oar  worthy  forefather!;  and  whcrfas, 
IB  all  rcfonnatloDi,  CMltaiaatieal  or  cItII,  there  are  found  persona  who  either  from 
priTatc  Tiewa,  neK  Intweat  or  wroni  conception,  oppose  all  ichemea  that  are 
oUcnlated  to  promote  ■  public  good,  so  have  we  had  ■  few  of  luch  amonrst  us.  who 
hare  given  us  tome  trouble  bj  endeaTorlni  to  InOuence  the  minds  of  the  people  to 
tbe  prrjndlee  of  our  cause,  InslDuatloE  aa  If  we  Intended  to  subTCrt  the  wholo 
Cnoatltotloil  of  our  church,  and  would  wholly  eitlQsulsb  all  Dutch  pteacblaR  and 
lastnctloa;  whereas,  by  the  plan  wbereon  we  go,  wblcb  you  have  hereunder 
luexed,  you  will  plainly  dlacoTer  that  we  are  delermtned  always  to  maintain  Tno 
Dateh  Htnlatera  to  preach  in  the  Dutch  churches ;  and  for  that  purpose,  the  reveoDes 
•r  tncome  of  the  landed  estales,  etc..  of  our  Dutch  congregation  are  Id  the  strongest 
■anncr  Mcured  solely  for  the  Dutch  service,  the  annual  amODnC  whereof  will  v 
hrrrn  be  more  than  sufflclent  lo  support   two  Dutch   mlulslers  with  other   Dutch 

Therefore  all  EaRllsh  mlnlslers  that  are  to  officiate  In  our  congrejiatlons  will  be 
raU  by  k  nibKrlptlon  Hit.  and  Ibe  list  now  on  foot  lor  the  minister  we  Intend  to 
talL  BmoDnls  to  £420.,  York  money,  annually  to  tw  paid  by  the  subacrllwra  to  tbe 
MlBlsler.  Bidets  and  Deacons,  out  of  which  they  are  to  pay  the  English  minister  lo 
Ir  called,  the  annual  salary  of  Three  Hundred  Pounds,  >'ew  York  currency,  belo); 
Wul  to  Two  Tbouaand  Holland  guilders :  which  sum  together  with  the  perquisites 
it  BarrlageB  and  burials,  we  presume.  Is  sutSclent  to  support  a  family  In  n  genteel 
■aaner.  aiul  yearly  to  lay  up  somethlug  toe  posterity ;  and  as  our  subscription  list 
b  aot  yet  Onlshed.  we  expect  betora  long  ii>  have  It  considerably  augmented  by 
NTeral  people  who  hare  been  ngalnst  an  Rnt;llah  minister,  bul  begin  more  and  more 
IS  pereclTC  tbe  utility  of  our  design  :  so  that  there  Is  not  Ihe  least  fear  or  danger  of 
HT  sabKrlptlons  dlmlnlxblDS  by  death  of  Ibe  ancient,  aa  the  Increasing  youth  will 
■Bpty  snpply  iheic  pIsreK :  and  we  flsller  ourselTes  t>efore  long  our  proceedlnijB  will 
■cet  with  general  Rppr<it>atlon.  Thle  we  thouRht  proper  to  hint  lo  you  lest  aome 
Itagvated  persons  here  might  by  their  writings  bins  tbe  minds  of  tbe  good  people  In 
Htllsnd  by  a  false  repreKCnIatlan  of  facts,  and  so  cause  you  to  meet  with  oppostlian 
Hswerer  we  rsnnol  Ihink  that  any  of  nur  niembeta  would  act  so  murh  out  of 
Aaiatler  as  lo  slIBe  the  growth  of  our  congregation  and  the  propagation  of  Ihe 
Gaqiel  therein,  which  ran  prosper  ouIt  by  r»ll1ug  an  Eugllsh  minister  as  afori'Kald. 

HSTlng  giTcn  you  a  aketch  of  the  present  situadnn  ot  our  congregntloa.  and 
Mefly  htoted  on  some  matters  which  have  relation  thereto,  our  Consistory  flatter 
iksnelTea  you  will  commlierale  tbe  decllnlne  state  Iherenf.  and  that  y,,u  will  be 
llMMd  to  aid  and  assist  iiH  In  looklni;  out  for  a   worthy   man   th^t  Is  rugmble  to 

■fcr  annexed  an  aforesaid.  And  ss  our  New  Uhurch  Is  a  Inrite  eduirc,  belnn  one 
imtni  English  feet  long  and  sevenly-llTe  feet  wide,  II  will  require  .1  man  willi  a 
Mnag  audible  voice,  cleiir  and  distinct  In  his  apeech.      lie  must  be  s  good  oralor, 

Flaelplfs.  of  an  unblemished  character,  and  affable  In  his  behavior.  wb<'i"  piety  It 
mmptsry :  In  short,  a  truly  godly  man,  whose  life  and  rnnverssllon  mny  be  worthy 

af  iBllItloD. 

It  It  abould  please  God  In  his  good  providence  lo  ta\or  ua  with  such  a  man.  we 
>n  Borally  surr  It  would  lie  a  singular  blesalng  lo  our  congregation,  and  answer 
tbe  KM  Intenllons  of  all  those  who  have  the  wclfnre  of  our  ZIon  at  heiirl.  II  would 
UkewlM  redound  to  tbe  honor  of  every  worthy  Keuclemsn  by  whose  means  It  may 
tettnught  about,  and  lay  upon  us  and  our  posterlly  an  eternal  ohllgatlon. 

V<  cannor.  gentlemen,  sufficiently  enumerate  10  you  the  beneflts  thnt  would 
'•■lit  or  arise  from  such  a  godly  mlnlsler  to  future  Eeneratlons.  l-'or  ns  we  are  tb« 
•hi  In  tbia  part  of  the  world,  and  I  msj  asy  the  metropolis  and  ceuire  ot  America, 
Aat  shall  lead  the  vsn  lo  hare  Ihe  Word  ot  God  eiplBlne<l  and  delivered  Id  the 
Ea/^Ufa  lanmatie.  according  to  that  ayatem  of  doctrine  which  Is  professed  anil  taucht 
*J  lit  Reformed.  IToleatanl  Dutch  churches  In  Holland  :  ro  arc  we  Mire.  If  we  sue- 
ned  aeeordlog  10  our  wishes,  that  many  congregnilnns  in  lliia  and  tbe  Deii:blnrlDg 
'''VTUKts  will  follow  OUT  example  aa  they  are  under  the  like  clrcumatsnres  In  respect 
tfth*  language,  and  tor  want  of  an  English  mlnlaier  niusi  Join  with  oilier  donomlna- 
oa  ibclr  aiffercnt  fancy  Inclines  them,  either  to  ihe  Church  i>f  England.  Ths 
It,  Presbyterian,  Anabaptlat.  Jloravlan.  I.utliernn.  etc. 
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We  tbctefore  hniublr  requMt  that  70a  will  take  our  uuM  aeOtt  your  Mrlon* 
coDild«ratlon,  aall  endeavor,  U  imaalble,  to  find  oat  U  ther*  la  a  penoD  to  b«  bad  In 
Holland,  or  elMwhere  that  mar  aoiwcr  our  pnrpoae,  tbat  wa  ma;  nake  a  call  upon 
bim ;  aad  In  caa«  h«  Qodrratood  the  Dntcb  langnaie  we  wOQid  Ilk*  bloi  tbc  better 
and  giTe  him  tbe  prefprenct,  (prorlded  hla  English  dialect  waa  para  and  antalnted, 
without  ■□;  brogue  ot  other  Unguagea),  ai  he  might  occailonallr  preach  Dntcta, 
and  ba  Id  a  capaclt;  to  conTetae  with  CTer;  IndlTldnal  ot  oar  eongregaUoD.  Wa 
aboDld  be  extremetj  glad  If  you  would  aa  aoon  ai  you  coUTealeutly  can.  Inform  onr 
eonalatory  U  It  la  likely  Id  get  auch  a  man  amongil  you.  aa  we  ahall  leare  do  atona 
unturned,  by  the  permlaalou  ot  God,  to  get  one  either  In  Holland.  England.  Scotland 


la  cboae  aa  tbe  aafeat  and  beat  way  flrat  to  conanlt  and  Apply 
to  yon  and  our  frlenda  In  Bolland.  If  yon  incllae  to  take  tbe  charge  upon  yon,  wbleb 
we  eamcatly  intreat  for  tbli  cauae  of  Qod.  Zou  will  be  pleaaed  to  conanlt  wltb  tha 
B«T.  Mr.  VinolauB  Budde,  mlolater  at  yonr  place,  and  ancb  other  gentlemen  aa  Ton 
ahall  think  needful ;  and  all  coata  and  cbargea  of  lettera  and  trarallng  ezpeaaaa, 
together  with  ■  reaaooable  reward  for  your  aerrlcea  ahall  be  honorably  paid ;  for 
which  pnrpoae  Mr.  Daniel  CromniellD,  merchant  at  Amiterdam,  will  be  daalred  to 
adrance  all  such  luma  aa  will  be  required,  lo  whoae  care  be  pleaaed  to  glye  all 
lettera  coDcemlDg  thli  affair,  that  he  may  tend  them  \ij  tbe  flrat  opportunity  to 
London,  to  John  G.  LIbenwood,  who  will  forward  them  by  erery  padet  to  New 
Sork,  to  enable  ui  to  have  the  earllrat  Intelligence. 

We  bad  almoat  forgot  to  Inform  you,  that  In  caae  It  waa  practicable,  onr  congt*- 
gntton  wonid  Incline  to  hear  the  mlntater  flrat  before  a  call  b«  made  ont,  to  ]ndg« 
of  hla  glfta ;  and  rather  to  t>e  bound  to  a  man  that  doea  not  anawar  the  end  aimed 
at,  wonId  pay  hla  paaaage  bitber  and  back,  and  glre  him  OT«r  and  abor*  n  pt«a«nt 
of  one  hundred  pounda  iterilng :  ancb  la  tbe  dread  we  baye  to  b«  bonnd  to  a  mlnlater 
tbat  doea  not  anawer  tbe  pnrpoaea  aforeaald,  tbe  cooaeqneneea  ol  wbleb  might  b* 
taial  to  na. 

Bafore  we  conclude,  wc  beg  l*a*e  to  add  that  notwlthatandlng  the  rereranca  and 
aobmlMlon  we  pay  the  Rererend  Claasl*  of  Amsterdam,  who  have  alwaya  bean  onr 
Pattern,  we  are  of  opinion  that  la  tbe  present  caae  their  aaalatance  cannot  be  of 
mnch  aervlee.  aa  we  preauma  they  are  not  auDclent  maaCera  ot  tbe  Bngllah  Ungnaga 
to  Judge  of  tbe  propertlea  of  EngUah  apeech.  Nevertheteaa  we  retain  for  Uiani  a 
blgh  eateem  wblch  you  will  occaalonally  communicate  to  them,  aa  we  bay*  rMMM 
to  bellere  tbey  would  cheerfully  promote  the  glory  of  Ood  by  propagating  tha  Ooapal 
of  Cbrlat  lo  alt  lenguagea  to  tbe  utmoat  ot  tbelr  capacity.  And  oat  Bngllab  mtelater 
la  to  be  under  thelt  anbordlnatlon  In  tbe  aame  degree  wltb  onr  Dateb  nlnlatera. 
Pray,  Gentlemen,  let  the  weight  of  tbe  matter  apologia*  for  tbe  langtb  tt  tUa 
letter,  and  permit  na  la  behalf  ol  th*  conalatory,  (who  are  unanlmotu  Ib  Oi*  can**) 
to  anbacrlbe  onraelrea.  Gentlemen. 

Tonr  alucere  frlenda  and  rery  humble  lerranta, 
Johan.  RItiema,  V.D.U. 
Lambertna  de  Ronde.  V.D.U. 
Cornel  Clapper  I  Derick  BrInkerhoK    ; 

Tbaodore  Van  Wyek    \  Eldera.  Garrit  Rapalye         J 

Jobn  Bogart,  Jr.  J 

P.  S.  We  beg  you  wilt  be  pleaaed  to  enquire  Into  tbe  qnalllleatlona  of  tha  B*t. 
Hr.  Archibald  Uildlle.  UlnUter  at  Tlltalngen.  (Fluahtng)  and  the  Bar.  Mr.  Jaa. 
Alllick  at  Utddleburg.  Perbapa  one  of  them  may  answer  all  the  enda  and  pnrpoae* 
required.  But  aa  tbey  are  entire  siraniierB.  we  muat  leare  tbe  caae  wholly  to  jaat 
Judgement. 

N.  B.  The  auboerlptlon  of  all  letters  concerning  onr  aflalra  must  be  aa  follow^ 
being  agreeable  to  our  Charter. 

To 

Tbe  Hlnlatcra.  BIdera  and  Deacona, 

of  tbe  Beformed 

Proteatant  Dntcb  Church  ot 

Tbe  City  of  New  York. 
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ThS    Oz>U8IB    of    AuBTKBDAit    TO    RbT.    KbTBLTAB,    MaBGII    18, 

1763.     Vol.   31,  Page  194.     No.  126. 

To  BtT.  Abmn  Kcteltaa. 
Bar.  «r:— 

W*  r«MlT*d  jonr  letter  of  Jane  7,  1762,  u  well  aa  tbe  commDDlcatloDi  of  Ri>ti. 
Bitaama,  !>•  BMida,  Van  Bladaren  and  Bnbel,  dated  Oct.  1762.  tosetber  irltb  tbe 
littetB  ot  tlw  BcT.  Conalitorr  of  tbe  Toot  Doited  consTesatlona  of  Qneena  Coantj, 
dated  Jane  7.  1762.  We  CDmniliDlcated  tbe  contenta  of  all  tbeae  lo  tbe  BeT. 
Claaala.  After  due  eonilderatlon  flven  to  them,  abe  baa  directed  ns  to  make  tbe 
tellowloK  replr: 

Tb*  Claaala  la  aatiaOed  with  jonr  character,  ao  tar  ai  It  conld  be  nnderetood 
fmn  joar  eommanlcatlaai,  and  I*  alio  pleaied  witb  ronr  condact,  In  reterenre  to 
the  call  pr««eDled  ta  jou  bj  tbe  foor  eonBregatlOna.  The  ClaaHli  la  alio  KratlSrd 
ta  pcTcelTlnc  tbat  tbe  Conalitorlea  and  coDKreKBtlons  of  theie  toar  placea,  have  Co 
cntfallr  milted  In  calling  Ton.  She,  tbervfore,  hopes  that  ron  mar  be  of  grpit 
Mrtolneaa  there,  and  tbat  It  mar  aoon  be  poulble  to  effect  ronr  Inatallatlon,  Bat 
aotwithatanding  all  thla,  there  remalni  an  obatacle  thervlo  In  four  view  of  nrtiio 
Important  trntha;  anch  aa  the  mjtttij  of  tbe  H0I7  Trioltr,  and  eipflcEall?  the  Bon- 
■Up  of  the  Second  Fereon.  On  accennt  nf  these  obataclM  n-e  cannot  at  preient 
(Ira  oar  eouaeat  to  ronr  laatallitlon.  We  are  bound  to  Che  doctrine  of  oar  chnich 
ta  act  forth  In  onr  nirmnlsa  of  Unltr.  vie.  the  Heldelherg  Catacblim.  the  Thlrt;-  •- 
HTto  Article*  of  the  Confeaalon  of  Faith  aod  the  Caooai  of  tbe  Synod  of  Dort, 
MII-I>.  Theae  we  iDbacrlt>ed  when  we  began  onr  mlalitrT.  We  believe  tbem 
ul  hare  promlaed  to  teach  tbem,  for  tbey  correspond  (o  tbe  Word  of  Ood,  which 
It  hatr  and  Infallible.  Therefore  no  one  can  be  accepted  sa  a  minister  of  onr 
CiMRb,  wlthoat  alKDlDe,  with  all  slncerilT,  tbete  formnlas.  and  promlsloK  to  teach 
Ae  doctrtne  which  la  Inclnded  In  them.  But  the  opinions  which  ;on  bave  con- 
litd  to  ua  doca  not  correapond  fiillr  wllb  the  doctrines  of  onr  Charcb.  At  any 
lat*  we  Dbaerre  In  them  obacnre  phraseolocr  respecting  important  trnlha.  whlrb 
iNttd  onr  rrceldns  ;on  Into  onr  fetlowahlp. 

W(  bare  reeolTed,  therefore.  In  order  to  avoid  futnre  dtfflcoltlet  to  lay  these 
tKtitoea.  as  Inclnded  In  onr  formalaa  before  roo,  reqaeatlng  roo  to  anbiirrlbe  them 
«ttk  a  food  conscience,  and  to  protnlae  to  tench  them  fslthfally.  aa  we  do  here. 
lbs  doctrine  of  onr  Church  coocernlDK  thoae  truths  Is  clearly  staled  In  ihe  Heldel- 
tai  Uktecbism  and  In  our  Confeaalou  of  Fnllh.  Tha  doctrine  of  (be  Trlully  Is 
hwd  aoder  Question  ZS  of  the  Catechism,  and  In  Articles  8  and  B  of  the  Cnn- 
fMrido  of  Palth.  Tbe  doctrine  ccHieemlUK  the  divine  Keneratloti  of  the  Second 
hrsM.  and  tbe  reaaona  why  he  la  called  the  Only  Begotten  Bon  of  God.  are  fonnd 
It  tit  Wid  UneattMl  of  tbe  flatechlsm,  and  In  the  lOlb  Article  of  onr  Confeaalon. 

Xbw  If  jou  compare  yonr  opinion  with  tbe  doctrine  of  onr  Charch.  yon  will 
•ksnvt  that  It  doea  not  altogether  correapond  therewith,  especially  In  reference 
IS  Ihe  generation  of  the  Son.  Tonr  eipresslons  also  In  reference  to  tbe  Holy 
TrlBlty  dlwsree  with  tbe  true  doctrine.  These  facta  may.  perhaps,  be  nacrlbed  to 
y^  nnfaDltlarlty  with  our  lengnage.  But  however  Ibis  may  be,  we  reverently 
■Hoaat  yon  to  consider  the  teacblnga  of  onr  Cburcb  as  eipreaaed  In  the  abnve- 
■•ntloafd  Standards,  and  compare  tbem  wllb  God's  Infallible  word.  We  bellwe 
ttat  oar  doctrine  rasta  on  the  fonndatlon  of  Holy  Scripture.  If  yon  are  convinced 
tf  ttla  after  earcfnl  conalderaf  loo.  then  yon  may  lubscrlbe  onr  Formnlna  of  CnKy 
■th  riaceiltr  of  heart.  But  If  there  remain  Home  obscnrlty  or  dlfUcnlly  on  yonr 
Hft.  pleaae  make  It  known  to  the  other  ministers.  In  order  that  your  doubla  may 
^  cisaied  away.  Whether  the  one  or  the  mode  tnccced.  It  will  egnally  please  us, 
•ad  wt  will   then   gladly   give   our  consent  to  yonr  lantallatlon.      We    hnpe   for  a 

nrer  as  sooo  aa  poaalbte,   while  we  dealre  Ihnt  (he  Holy  Spirit  may 

mtod.      We  temalo  yours  with  affection  and  esteem. 
BcT.  Blr, 

Tonr  obedtant  tarvants, 

In  tbe  Name  of  the  Claaala  of  Amaterdam. 
,  John  Jacob  KesBler,  Depp.  CL  h.  t.  Fra«tM. 

Job.  da  Langv,  Depp.  CI.  h.  1.  Scrlba. 

•  i*  Jtm 
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Tub  t'l-^sms  OK  Amsterdam  to  Revs,  IIitzema,  Dk  IIo.\i>b,  Van 
^>I^■DEltE^■  AM)  KiiiEr.,  MARcii  IS,  IT'i-'.  Vol.  31,  PAtiii  196. 
Xo.  12T. 

To  the  Her.  Minuter*  Iti  Ni-n-  Yurk,   KItienia.  Ill'  itonili'.  Vtia  Sluderlu  lud  Rabel. 


naiink'alkinB  of  Abran   KelelMa  and 
r  uuttetl  cuuKrrcallons  </f  Qiieeua  Ciiaaljr.  both  il&t*d 
ed.    and    have  coauuunlrutiil   their  rontMii*  to   thv 
:1pd  lo  replr  aa  followK; 

:be  character  of  Ur.  Ketleltai,  aa  for  u  II  coDld  b« 
loallona,  and  )•  also  satlaHcd  nltb  his  conduct  In 
-tl  to  hlin  br  the  tour  united  roagregalloni.  The 
e  Conalatorj  end  rongregatloua  ot  those  placea  hBTe 
Iqi.  and  therefore  hopos  thai  be  may  b«  rery  aiernl 
p,  would  be  very  much  graCiaed  to  see  him  luatallcd, 
Ic'ultlei,  namely,  wrong  oplnloni  on  certain  tnitha, 
portant  In  Ibe  Qoapel:  auoh  >«  the  myatety  of  the 
Sonahip  of  the  Second  Hereon,  on  accoont  of  which 
t  consent  to  hia  loatallatlon. 

Ti-Htrlclcd  by  the  diictrines  <tf  oar  Cborch  which  «i* 
Dily.  namely.  \tu:  Heidelberg  Clleehigm,  the  Thtrty- 
»e*en  Anlclcx  or  our  C^onresHluu  ut  Fallb  and  the  Canons  of  the  Synod  ot  Dott. 
Thew  we  anbHCrlbed  at  ilic  bpRinuinR  of  our  ministry  and  prowlsed  to  lench  them, 
aa  correapondUiff  to  ibe  Infallible  Word  of  <.iod.  Such  ia  the  fnndamental  law  of 
our  Stale,  lo  wblfh  nil  arc  aubjecled.  These  (Smndardsl  are  accei.led  by  alt  the 
different  ^ytioda.  and  are  nubacrlbcd  lo  by  nil  mInlKten  (of  the  Cbatt;b  of  Holland.) 
Tberefori-  ihose  who  Tlolate  the  rulea,  either  publicly  or  secretly,  act  asalnat  the 
truth  atid  break  most  Important  eiigSKementa  Into  wblrb  ibey  have  entered,  which 
Is  DO  small  crime.  Considering  Ibes?  facts,  we  cannot  admit  anyODo  to  the  min- 
istry who  Ii  previously  known  a*  unsoand  In  doctrine.  Sinco  then,  aa  you  your- 
selves kuou',  Ibis  eenlleman  holils  erroncoiis  views  on  the  geDenitlOD  of  the  Son, 
the  Cla-<!<li>  cannot  consent  to  bis  Installailon. 

.  order  to  avoid  future  dllDcultli'S.  to  placo  the  doctrinet 
ihe  Heldelberit  Catechltim,  Qoestlona  ZG  and  S3.  In  the 
!  8  and  e.  before  him.  requesting  hlin  to  algn  them  wltk 
a  Rood  cnnsclence.  W'f  bnvp  admonlsbcd  bim.  In  all  brolheriy  allectloD.  to  ponder 
dlllKonlly  the  doctrine  of  our  Chutt^b  In  Ihc  fear  of  the  I^rd:  to  compare  them 
with  lb"  Infnlllblc  Word  of  God.  In  order  In  become-  persuaded,  with  ua.  that  they 
are  dt.'rLv>>d  from  Scrlpttiri'.  nnd  based  tbcreupon:  and  when  thla  reaall  la  reached, 
he  sh'iuld  then  suliscrlbo  those  irulba.  Hut  If  there  ntlll  remained  aome  difficulty. 
we  advlR?  him  to  cnnnnlt  with  yon.  for  the  removal.  If  posilhle.  of  anch  obacurltlea. 
Therefore  we  earnestly  ri'qucBt  you.  gpnllcnien.  to  dlccuaa  the*e  point!)  with  hint. 
ti>  makf  our  doi'trlnc  clearer,  where  It  seems  necesMry.  to  conOrm  It  with  Scrip- 
ture, and  remove  tlie  diaicnltles  In  hIa  mind  against  II.  If  snccossTnl.  thla  will  be 
a  matter  ot  Bri'al  Joy  to  ur.  Ii  will  afford  us  the  opporluull}'  lo  gtye  our  consent 
li>  hla  Installullon   In   the  sen'lee  or  lhns>>  enngrpgallono.     We  eameatly   wish  yon 

We  send  also  an  eluboraie  answer*  lo  j'l-iir  prcccdliiB  letter.  This  we  hope  will 
Alvtalona  to  cease.  We  rcqueat  alao 
it  lo  those  KCDllemen  who  call  them- 
he  principle*  In  which  you  and  that 
we  have  written  to  yon  <hi  the  name 
nunlcntion   lo  them  (Ibe  Coetus)  wa 

"No.  OSC 


please  you.  and  be  o 

■1  advantage  In 

that  certiiln  of  the  en 

closed  documeni 

selves  Ibe  Coetus.      1 

Assembly  dlaagree.  ai 

matter,    with    the  eir 

cpilon    ihnt   in 

•  No.  02G. 

•  OF  THE  State  op  New  York. 


•zpi«M  oar  dlsplraSDrr  at  thp  reproacb   irllb  which  Rer.   L^jdl 
OliMla  ind  also  the  STiini]  of  N'orth  Hollaucl. 

With  tbia  we  remalD.  aftrr  oar  Bood  nlibei  In  your  betmrr, 
Rer.  Sir*  aad  Hoch-beloved 

Id  tbe  Nam«  of  the 

John  7acob  KeislT.  Depp, 
Jobn  de  Lanie,  Depp.   CI. 
Anulrrdam. 

Uarch  16.  1763. 


The  OL-iSRlS  of  AjISTKBDAM  to  the  CoSfiREOATIOXS  Oil-  Qt'KBNS 

CorsTT,  [March  18,  1763,]  Vol.  31,  P.  198,  No.  128. 


Ve  r«MlT*d  .joor  lettec  concgnilDS  the  call  o: 
briilj  mnawered  It  Id  our  oouimuulcutlon  lo  Rpt 
4h1ii  aod  Babel;  alio  la  a  letter  to  Rer.  Ketlleti 
1  thereof.     We  bare  therein  given  eip 


hliDKir. 


as.     We   have   more 
Je  Ronde,  Van   8lD- 

ho  Trill  UDdoubtedljr 
r  oplDlon  n-ltb  care 


ud  honesty,  and  we  tnut  that  the  bUBlneia  tnaj-  be  brought  t 
pleature  and  adTaotase  of  all.  ThU  will  be  a  matler  of  Krest  Jay  lo  uh.  as  we 
ki*r  Id  Tlew  of  jour  conKregitlon,  as  veil  a*  of  all  tbe  others  la  carre«pondeace 
vllb  Da.  Coneclooa  of  our  good  Intentions  In  your  behalf,  and  after  praying  for 
I««r  Fr<i«peitty  and  bleBalng,  personally,  and  In  your  concregotlODa,  we  remain. 
*ltli  attaetlon, 

Rer.   Sir*   and   Bcelbren. 

In  ihc  Name  of  the  CIsaals  of  Amaterdaoi. 

JohD  Jacob  Kegsler,  Depp.  CI.   h.   t.   I'raesea. 

Job.  de   r^nge,   Dfpp.  CI.  h.  t.   Scrlba. 
IN*  date,  bat  obrloufly  of  date  abOTe  Inaened.! 

Pl,V.V  for  the    IXUlCTlOX   OK  AS    ExGl,IS!i-SriC\KISG    iliMSTKK 

IN  THE  Reformed  DuTcn  C>il"kcii  of  Xew  York  Citv.     (No 

I'ate,  EOT  About  1763).     Vol.  .13.  Pagk  .''.1:.     No.  32T. 

[>»r  de  Engelache  Perdlkan- 
Hd  Loofoerllle  an  Bllnabal  la 
Ml  tfT  bind  leatelt  dit  toI- 

Ooiwtrp.  hoe  en  op  weike 
*T*i  Ibchauden*  d«  Begtea  en 
MTlleilni  de  Ntderdaytachp 
Otnttrmeede  Qemeente  ran 
ViRiv  Tort,  door  Charter  en  Act 
'>»A«««ably  vergunt)  Een  Prc- 
dikint  itode  KoDnen  werden  In- 
(^»rt  am  In  de  Bngelache  Taal 
>>••  SJfuwe  Kcrk  to  predlken. 

F«t  Brrt:    Dat  aliulke 


The  EngllHh  mlulatera  [at  Am- 
Bteruam.  RsT*.   (David)  Longuevllle 
and  (James)  BMnsball,  D.D}* 
hare  put  iDto  our  bands  tbs  fol- 
lowing risD : 

rtan,  aa  to  bow.  and  In  what 
way.  (while  securing  the  Blgbta 
and  PrlTlleges  of  the  Dutch  Reform- 
ed Church  of  (the  city  of  New  York, 
j;ranted  by  Charter  and  Act  of  As- 
eemblyl,  a  minister  may  be  iDdnet- 
ed  therein,  to  preach  In  the  Bng- 
lUh  language,  In  their  New  Cburcb 
bull  din  E. 

Flrtl:    That  such  minister 

must  be  commissioned  after  the 

aame  msooer  bb  the  other  Dutch 


a  of  tbIa  church  and  Ita  pastors,  see  Iter. 

. jttcrdam.  ISSt,     TbIa  rolume  contalnn  also  i 

r  eiarebet,  mbonl  ta  la  oDinbtr,  Id  Holland 


Ecclesiastical  Becosdb 


doTtaetM  Prcdlkauttn.  conform 
de  eoDBtltatle,  Initltutle  ea 
ordomutlcn  Tao  d«  kerken  van 
Hollud,  bepult  en  vaitsMMlt 
In  bet  Bfnode  Natlonmal  EfhOD- 
deo  to  Dordrecbt  In  den  Jar* 
leiS  «□  leie.  «o  gCTOlscIyk  on- 
danekenen  de  Formullereo  Tan 
BnlKbeld. 

T«i  Twnde.'     Dat  bj  ten 
PrcdlkiDt  ul  *ja  In  Kemeeo- 
Kbap  Tan  oaiF  gemeenta,  «n 
Deffen*  de  NederdnrUebe  Pndl- 
kanten  >al  leeren,  en  Saeramea- 
ten  badlenen,  en  b;  aldleu  de 
Bhiselacbe  dlevit  aonde  Tereli- 
eben  acn  K^oter  letal  *an  ketk- 
•raada  Penonen,  all  en  teceu- 
WDordlg  irn.  dat  en  dan  drle 
ODderllDgeD  en  Tier  Dlaeonen  nft 
de  Ncderdujtache  Leeden  meera 
rerkoren  worden,  lo  dat  de 
aanlke,  die  namaala  lo  niofcn  xer- 
koren  worden,  met  da  tesinwoot- 
dlgen  kerkeoraad  mllea  DTtma- 
kea  Eien  ketkenraad  en  Qemeenta 
In  oaam  en  daad,  Welverataanda 
dat  by  de  Toorach  reeve  Engal- 
•ebe  Pradlkaut  ul  morten  ajn 
BEN  LID,  Id  voile  KamFcnichap 
Tin  oaae  kerk.  to  lean  a  ouie 
ketk  Gonatltutle.  op  galfk 
wji*  Bla  da  tegcDwoordlge  Nedar- 
daitaebe  Predikauteo : 

Dob  ul  In't 
mlnite  niat  mogen  cenlateD  ran, 
ol  te  lenen  hebben  op  de  kerka- 
l7k«  Ooederen,  EeECTan  en  bere- 
ttl(  tot  onderhoud  Tan  de  Nedar- 
dDjrtaebe  Predikauten  maar  dat  by 
ayn  betallng  of  talarli  alleeo 
lal  moeten  ontfangen  nyt  de  Vol- 
nstatre  donatloa  of  te  bandt; 
kenlnge,  die  daar  toe  lullan 
gacaireil  of  te  gemaakt  worden, 

eo  Toor  weike  betallDi  bet  ge- 
■elde  Bxtrft  Ordloalra  getal  Tan 
kerkanraada  Feraouan  ul  moeten 

Tat  Oarden:     Dat  alboewal 
de  kerkalyke  goederen  gegenen 
tot  ouderboud  de  Nederduytacbe 
Pradlkantea  Kenoegiaam  lot  dat 
elnde  oenckert  lyn  door  de  Be- 
apectlre  Tea  tarn  en  trn  van  de 
Teatateura.  de  Cbarter  eo  Act 
Tin  Aaaembly.  dat  sRlen  «eii 
yder  die  In  den  kerkeBdianat 
bier  namaala  mag  nerkoren  wor- 
den. genootrtakt  ul  ayn.  all 
Rj  bet  boek  oudertekent  voor 
bet  fraftament  van  da  DurtMb* 
FredlkauUn,  teffena  ilg  ook  U 
terblaOea,  tit  rolft  t«  w*t«n : 


minlatera.  BKreeBbly  to  the  Con- 
BlItDtloD.  iDBtltutloD  and  ordl- 
nanen  of  Ibe  otaurcbn  nf  Holland, 
BB  appointed  and  aeltled  by  the 
National  Sjaod  held  at  Dordrecbt 
In  ibe  Teara  IfllH  aod  1616;  and 
conaequenlly  he  n 
tba  Formulaa  of  Unity. 


Tbat  be  mnit  be  a 
D  eonnectlon  wltb  oar 
(Netberlanda)  Church,  and  teacb 
and  admlnlater  iha  aacramant*  Joat 
U  tba  Dutch  minlatera  do ;  and.  In 
caae  tbe  Gngllab  aecrtea  ahonld 
require  a  larger  number  of  Conala- 
tory  mambera  than  tliare  ara  at 
preaent,  tbat  tbea  tbree  aldara 
and  fonr  deacona  additional  be 
choaen  from  the  Datch  Chnreb  mem- 
bera,  ao  that  anch  aa  tnay  hereaf- 
ter be  cboaen  ahall,  wltb  the 
preaent  Conalatory.  eonatlnite  In 
name  and  fact,  one  Conalatory  and 
Cbarcb.     It  la  wall  uaderatood 
tbat  he,  tbe  aald  Bngllab-Bpeaklni 
minister,  muat  be  a  member  In  tall 
rommunloD  of  oor  (Netherlanda) 
Chureb.  agreeably  to  oni  Cburch 
Cooititatlon,  In  tbe  aame  way  aa 
all  tbe  preaent  Dutch  minlatara. 


He  ahall,  however,  not  at  all  par- 
ticipate In,  or  have  any  power  ov- 
er tbe  Church  propertlea,  given 
and  aecnred  for  tbe  aopport  of  (ha 
Dutch  mlDlatara ;  but  he  will  have 
to  get  bla  pay  or  aalary  aolelj 
oat  of  tbe  votontary  eoDtrllnittona 
or  aubacrlptlona  to  be  given  or 
made  tor  that  apeciflc  object;  for 
Ibe  payment  of  wbtcb  the  catd  ax- 
tra  number  of  member*  of  conala- 
tory win  have  to  provide. 


TMrdty:     That,  althoogb  tbe 
Church  propertlea,  donated  for  the 
■upport  of  tbe  Dutch  minlatera, 
are  (uSclcDtiy  aecured  for  that 
object  by  the  reapectlve  wllla  of 
lbs  teaiatora.  the  Charter,  and 
Ibe  Act  of  tbe  Aaaembly:  Jtt  every 
one  who  may  hereafter  be  choaeo  to 
tbe  Krvlce  ot  tbat  eburch  ahall, 
when  he  itcsa  the  book  for  tba 
aalary  of  the  Dutch  mlDlatara, 
llkewiae  bind  himaelt  aa  tollowi: 


OP  THH  Statb  of  New  Yoke. 


I  alB  Toon  :  ul  cabmy- 
Atot  Indlnct  ten  tM- 
■mn  de  ■•Miden  BofelMh* 

en  2deT.     Dat  bj 

I  tOMtMUi  dat  er  meer 

?r*dlkaut  In't  Bniclach 

IkeD  In  ouae  tesenwoor- 

ftacbc  kerk. 

en  Bder.     Dat  er  al' 

let  tockomende  twee  Ne- 

iche  Prcdikaaten  mllen 

m  In  de  tesenwoordlse 

e  ptedlkeo. 

ierdtn:    Dat  de  dlenat 

logelacb  alien  aal  be- 

D  la  de  MIeaw  Kerk,  en 

alke  tjden  wrae  ala 

t  lenoegen  kan  atrekken 

nilken  die  aldaar  alt- 

bebbe.  en  tegena  ten 

I  bet  EDgelaeh  lal  ijn, 

«na  up  de  gewoone  tjd 

B.  rn  eeni  In  den  aTond, 
Lac  b7  tweemaa]  An  Zon- 
■dfkt  (wsar  van  wna  o». 
:>tKblRDiia)  all  ook  eena 
wk  br  Provlale. 
'ifdtn:     Dat  b7  zal  Ter- 
ra de  JoDge  Jeufrt.  en  de 
le  daar  toe  mogen  luat- 
le  Catacblaeeren  en  on- 
n  In  de  Goddeljke  waar- 
]  bet  Bngelacb. 
letim:    Dat  de  Aalmoe- 
gtcollecteert  an  lien  nor- 
Is  de  Dn^tachen  ala  En- 
1  dlenat,  inllea  la  e«a 
tagt.  en  Tan  gedeapoieert 
Toor  kerk.  kerkendleust 
eo  Tan  belde  ala  nn  ge- 
rk  la. 

JecFRden.-     Dat  d«  Serka- 
•  iDllen  eontlnneeren  In 
f.  waarln  ijr  tegenwoor- 


at 


(1)  Tbat  he  will,  neltber  dlrect- 
Ij  not  Indlrectlj  uae  aught  of  tbe 
church  propertlea.  donated,  ai  a- 
foteaald,  foT  tbe  benefit  of  tbe 
■aid  BngllBb  m  In  latere. 

(£)  Tbat  be  will  nerer  con- 
aent  tbat  more  [ban  one  mlnlater 
ahall  preach  In  the  Bogllab  lan- 
CUBft,  In  our  preaent  Dutch  Cbnr«b. 

(8)  That  In  future  there 
■hall  alvara  be  two  Dntcb  mlola- 
tera  to  preach  In  tbe  churchea  aa 
they  now  are. 


Fourthly:    Tbat  tbe  aerTlce 
in  the  Bngliab  language  ahall  he 
confined  to  the  New  Church  alooo, 
and  that  at  anch  a  time  and  after 
aueb  a  manner  aa  ahall  be  moat 
aatlafactorr  to  aucb  aa  bold  pewa 
there,  and  are  oppoaed 
Tlco  In  Engllah  ; — whel 
the  regular  time  In  the  forenoon, 
or  once  In  the  afternoon,  and  once 
In  the  evening ;  but  In  aucb  a  way 
as  to  have  a  preaching  tvlce  eacb 
Sunday,  once  being  on  the  cate- 
chlam  ;  as  alao,  pro  rial  opal  ly,  once 
during  tbe  week. 

Pifthlv:    That  It  Bhall  be 
bla  ilut;  to  catecblae  and  Inatnict 
In  tbe  Engllah  language,  In  Dlrlne 
Troth,  the  youth  and  such  others 
aa  ma;  wish  to  avail  tbemaelTea 

Slxlhlv:     Tbat  tbe  alma  which 
ahall  t>e  collected,  both  at  the 
Dulcb  and  at  the  English  aerrlce, 
ahall  be  hrought  Into  one  treaaur; 
and  be  disposed  of  aa  la  now  cuito- 
marr.  for  the  church,  for  the 
church  service  and  for  the  Poor, 
of  both  (tbe  English  and  the 
Dotcb. ) 

Bevmlhly:    That  the  stntun 
of  tbe  Cbnrcb  Maalera  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  the  seme  as  It  la  at 


Iffiltn:     Datbraldlen 

BlffhHl/.-     That,  In  ca-ie  It 

la  agreed  to  call  such  an  Engllah 

1  Engelacb  Predlhoat  ala 

minister  as  aforesaid,  a  gallery 

shall  at  once  be  built  In  the  New 

utijk  een  galdery  gemaakt 

1  de  NIenw  Kerk,  waardoor 

great  resonance  there  Is  now,  bat 

TOote  klank  niet  alleen 

also  to  hare  much  more  room  (or 

the  accomiDodatlon  of  such  BB  hai 

n  mymte  gemaakl  voor  de 

OB  yet  not  been  able  to  aecure 

■«  on  geen  plaata  bebben 

Bents,  and  are  dispoaed  to  attend 

both  tbe  Dutcb  and  BnglUli  tat- 

MdenDOTtacheneta 

ricea. 

3862  EcfLBKiAsTir.M.  Recobiis 
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Acts  of  tiik  Okittiks  or  Ci.assis  ur  Amstiihiiam.     17S3. 
Extract  from  a  letter  of  Ii*v.  Jtilm  Itilzcmu  to  Rev.   [Winoldus] 
Buddc,    dated    November    21,    17Ci\      Vol.    33,    page    66. 
No.  335. 

Lertpr  tram  Xctv  York,  niitlpD  Nut.  11.  ITO:!  Iiy  KeT.  Jobii  nitii-iiiii,  :o  K»T. 
BDd(t».      In  thl>  bo 

1.  R^iHirtii  thst  hf  ban  rwHveil  fnnii  llrv.  Alscnli  (he  aniwable  InfnrirnUon. 
that  tho  miuinnukHtlniiii.  logcihcr  with  ilic  I'rlntiil  bnokkin  of  Rpv.  1.ej(lt  ITru« 
Libert;  Ibc  War  to  t'eare)  and  of  Ibp  Coalcn'iitle  ABBcmblr,  (A  t^bon  Refutation 
ot  Leydt't  Uook)  bail  bppti  rprplTcd  bj  ui;  and  tbal  Rct.  LpjiII  bad  pnbllabnl 
■DOtber  liooklet  (A  Dcfpure  ot  "Tnip  U1>prlj'  tbp  War  to  PfbofI  In  rvply  to  IbPirt, 

■  COPr  of  wblch  ht  apQdg  the  (Maaala,  On  Ihlii  ihry  tblnk  thpj  I'Hii  iitTord  in  k««i> 
•ll«nt.  ' 

2.  Ho    cainplalna    of    the    roiitualona    an<l    d)Tl>loDS    wblfb    prcTall.    nnil    of   lb* 

■  ItogethiT  dlfTercnt  coniTpllon  ot  Cbiirrh  rinvernmetil  wblrb  obtaliiK  iiinoiii;  tb* 
brethmi  uf  the  Ooelna.  ao  that  it  l>  liiipoMlbEe  to  nnlir  with  tbrto  In  onr  Cofini; 
to  which  bodr  tbe  ConaiatoiT  of  Kcv  York  alKo  dnea  Dot  wteb  to  lend  tbptr  mln- 
tatcn;  npllher  do  those  of  Albanr  aod  other  chnrchea  t>ealdFB. 

3.  lie  mputlona  that  tbe  Cbnrch  at  Tappao  nmalaa  In  the  aamc  slate  i-f  pod- 
foaloD  a>  be  deKrlbed  In  bla  retler  of  Feh.  -2r>.  1763:  Ho  be  found  aborr.  No  RSS); 
Inaimacb  as,  having  the  conalntorr  on  hla  nldc,  the  donilae  IVerbrj-i'kl  still  bold* 
OD  to  hla  Project,  of  a  Charter  (PrirlleBle)  for  the  eMabllabnipnt  of  a  Dateb 
Academr:  and  tbe  Ihlrtj-elgbt  headi  of  fanilllen  ar<-  ailll  under  oen^nre:  althobrb. 
•■  he  had  l>een  told,  they  bad  made  CTer;  reawmable  propoallloa  tor  luilon;  bat 
tbe  domlnc  H'ertirj-ck)  la  wllllriK  to  leave  the  depute  to  no  one  o^eepl  hla  own 
Coetua,  or  two  lanrerv.  and  theae  then  mnal  alim  be  from   Phlladelpbla. 

4.  He  re<|u««ta  him  (Rudde)  In  deliver  l<>  Ibi'  iXynwlbal)  AMemMr.  t«n  lettPia, 
written  bj-  blm  to  the  Synod  ot  North  Holland.  In  bla  own  detenae  ak'nIuHt  an  acrn- 
•atlon  bronsbt  agalnit  blm  by  Rev.  I.eydi.  Tbla  aecnaatlon  traa  Sr^i  made  orally, 
and  DOW  In  writing.  In  bla  aernnd  booklet,  pace  SO.  ronrrmlDK  this,  «ee  Art>  of 
the  Uepullea,  and  of  Ibp  tirnnd  of  Norlh  Holland,  of  tbe  year  1T<>1.  He  aorrly 
pomplalnx.  In  that  eonnecllon.  ationt  Rer.  I.eydi'n  Inttratllude  towanlii  him;  ft>r  ho 
bad  Bhown  blm  many  tnTora.  and  deserved  nothing  leaa  than  almllar  treatment. 

6.  He  add!  to  tlila.  eoniplalnla  about  tbe  i-onduet  of  aevera!  other  inlnldrrs. 
who  belong  to  tbe  brethren  ot  tbe  Cooliis;  hy  name  Jackaon,  Mariniw,  Srhiineman 
and  tbe  aged  ErlekaoD.     Ue  eloaea  wllb  (^>ngralulatloDa. 

Here  follow!  ilao  the  following  Item; 

N.  B.  If  there  la  a  person  at  tbe  Academy  lof  UtreehO  or  amnnn  Ihe  mliilaler*. 
not  too  far  along  In  yeara,  who  la  capable  of  being  a  Profcaaor  of  1'heology  and  of 
preachlne  once  on  Sandays  In  Ibc  EngUah  lanmiage— a  matter  In  behalf  of  which 
I  am  making  a  atrong  move  In  our  midal.  In  Ihe  hope  of  getting  li  ibroDgh  on  an 

qolekly  an  poMlble,  eir, 

Extruet  fnmi  it  letter  of  Rev.  Jolm  Loydt  t-i  ilie  ('!iis<is  .<f  Ainfler- 
dait4.<iatpd  Maroli  23,  1763.     Vol.  :13.  pnsre  0,7.     Xo.  337. 

r^elier  froif  .N»w  Bmnawiek,  written  Marrh  23,  1703.  by  Rev.  John  Leydi,  Id 
this 

(11  Hi-  deelarea  that.  If  he  conaulled  bH  own  eaae  of  body  and  mind,  be  wonM 
surely  let  the  dlsiiuten  go,  and  wltbdrnw  blmaelt  from  the  tmuhlea.  caret"  and 
dUBcDtllefl  which  attend  tbe  direction  of  public  affair*:  but  he  tlnd*  himself,  from 
a  aenac  of  duly,  bound  lo  a  contrary  connie. 

(2)  He  place*  In  our  linnda  a  copy  of  cacb  of  lb"  three  (Miiniihleta  which  bav* 
been  pobllabed.  concemln*  Ibelr  dlfTerencea  In  that  conntry.  Wberetore,  (saya  be). 
lie  doe»  not  neea  lo  go  Into  an  extensive  eiplannlli-n  of  ibem,  but  xlmply  makM 
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1763 
Iba  obwmlloa  Ibat  the  matlen  can  be  *nmnipil  ti|>  uiiJpr  lh»«<  lictuls:  '1>  Th» 
HchU  or  KnllDK  Kitten.  (::)  The  rlfbt  of  tbc  majority  vote.  «:i)  Tho  rlelii  ot  rliclr 
Coetna  to  examine  tnil  ordain.  Ipromote),  as  part  of  Ibp  amy  and  rislit  (iiTtalnlne 
to  Ubnivb  GOTeniiiieDt.  IkErk-beatler.)  (4)  Tbe  riitbt  or  the  DOD-rlglil  fl  Ibe 
Ctaaata  to  lune  their  apeelBl  orden  thereon.  <.'i>  Tbp  chnniner  am)  uiiiiin-  nr 
Mboidlaatlon,  cic. 

131  Be  I*  of  opinion  that  theae  polota.  eapet'luIlT  Ihc  tbreo  Inst  Dnnx'il.  sbniilil 
be  apttled  In  abort  order;  and.  partlcnlnrljr,  Ihit  Ibe  Coptnn  oitxbt  not  lu  be  xntmr- 
dlnntrd  to  Itae  Claaala,  bat  that  It  wonld  be  fat  mnro  millnbli.'  for  tbp  Coctni  to 
brlvnx  lb  a  Synod:  In  that  relatlob,  it  conld  ailrlae  sml  rorrpsrKini]  with  the  rinnxl*. 
like  UMDbllea  on  at  leaat  an  equal  footlDE.  For  thnt  reason  niRO.  It  nntbl  iinil 
mlcht  Iben  do  «  Blnillar  iroA  witb  e<)nal  rishta. 

14)  BU  Idea  Is  that  theae  thinga.  being  trntba,  sbonld  lie  [hii»  expoiindfil.  Then 
ihnc  woald  be  ■  poaalblllt;  at  adding  Inatre  to  the  Cbarrh.  iiiiil  of  kpepliie  it  ptire 
IB  doctriar  and  dlaefpllne.     Tbli  I*  bli  wish  and  ptajer. 

Rev.  Saju'ei.  Seabvry  to  thk  Society  i-ok  PKoi'AO.vriSK  tub 
Gospel. 

Jamaica,  Marrb  26.  IT*'.:). 
HercTCBd  IHr: 

After  Br  hnmble  DdIj  presented  to  tbo  Honorable  SoclelT  I  must  be?  h-n'^v  to 
lar  bcCora  tbem  an  affair  irhlcb  has  given  them  a  good  deal  of  conc(>rn  &  imiible 
*  Hill  eontlnnea  to  perplex  the  atale  of  the  mission. 

Abowt  eight  weeks  ajro  Mr.  Tredwell  the  Soclclr's  mlFnj'.  at  Trenton.  Ncr 
Jtiarj,  eamn  Into  this  I'arlsb  &  passed  throngb  Jatnalra.  <wl(hln  three  qiuirrpr< 
•t  •  Bile  of  my  bonie)  to  Floablng  on  a  Saturdny.  without  letting  me  knuw  that 
ke  wu  la  the  pariah,  nor  did  I  know  till  tno  daya  alter  that  be  was  eTen  In  the 
CoIcb;.  The  next  da;  the  Church  at  Flushing  was  (as  'tis  said)  Tlolently  opened 
A  oecnpled  by  Ifr.  Treadwell,  the  key  being  In  my  passesslon. 

Hr.  Trcadwall  I  am  also  told  mntlnued  there  some  llnie  presc-bed  the  neil  ^iin- 

daj  after,  went  to  New  York  preached  on  ■  week  da;,  came  to  Jamaica  A  l>np' 

Vat*  a  eUld  within  a  little  more  than  a  mile  from  my  bouse,  the  child  bclns  well 

A  aewetal  weeks  old,  A  I  had  not  been  out  of  the  Town  tor  more  than  o  day  for 

«x  Bontha;  all  thia  was  tiansncted  wllhont  glTJog  me  tbe  least  notice:  either  by 

TkttlBg  me.  or  by  message,  or  by  letter:  nor  hare  I  yet  either  seen  him  or  beard 

Ii«B  ftlB,  I  am  utterly  naahle  to  guess  al  tbe  matKe  of  Ur,  Treadwell's  conduct. 

iBlea*  he  acted  onder  the  InflDcnce  A  direction  o(  Mr.  John  Asplnwall  of  Flushing, 

■  naa  of  low  Birth  A  strong  passion  A  violent  In   his  reBeatments,    who  hnving 

•(^rcd  a  great  fortune  tiy  prlTateorlng.  removed  thither  from  New  York  A  who 

kas  nally  done  very  considerably  towards  dnlshlDE  tha  Church  &  gare  It  a  cnod 

IrlL     Bat  who  I*  diagnated   wllh  me  for  declining  (o  glre  Newtown    A   riixhlni 

ts  Mr.  Treadwell,   Iho  I  readily  consented  A  sm   willing  to  receive  Mr.   TrcKiliTFtt 

•r  way  Mbsr  petaon  that  shall  be  agreeable   to  the  Borlety  Into  the  parish  In  an 

Olieable  maoner;  bnt  the  Ripenaet  of  a  growing  family  will  not  permit  me  (o 

mHqntab  any  part  of  the  Salary.     Nor  do  I  conceive  that  I  have  nay  right  t»  cIt^ 

■»  *MT  part  of  the  Pariah  to  the  eullre  maosBement  of  another  person,   iiiik-!'"  If 

*«a»d  be  divided  by  the  mme  public  authority  wblch  Srst  established  It.     Had 

Hr.  Tmdwell  made  me  acgtulnted  wllb  bis  being  In  the  Psrlnh  I   should  rcndlly 

>  CMly  have  Invited  him  to  preach  al  all  Ibe  three  churches.  A  am  very  sorry  be 

tU  BM  give  me  the  opportunity,  as  It  wonld  hnve  prevented  all  disputes  A  a  preal 

tal  of  Talk  A   nolac  and   111   Blood.     I  am    told   that   I   csn   hnve    my   remedy  al 

'*BMeii  Law  and  bare  been  much  urged  by  my  Wanner  Frienda  to   make  n'e  of 

■L  bat  1  woDld  on  no  account  have  an  affair  of  this  kind  litigated  but  choose  to 

■*■»  It  anllrcly  to  the  Venerable  Society,  knowing  that  while  I  discharged  my 

"►^  to  tbem.  thej  will  protect  me  In  the  quiet  A  peaoesble  enjoyment  of  my  mls- 

Mb.  wueb  1  am  aorry  to  acquaint  tbem  Is  a  good  deal  dleturlied  A  unseliled  by 

•fc  krkaThrar  of  Mr.  Treadwelt'a. 

IW  Mate  of  tl>«  Parish  la  in  other  respects  much  the  aame.     A  mont  unscconni- 
■* *««**BrdBeai  to  reeeive  the  Holy  Communion  prevails,  A  I  almost  ilcspaVt  ot 
Mtlig  Om  better  ot  ll,  seeing  I  have  laboored  much  both   publicly   A  pirtvate\i 
*  **f  tb^  to  ■  Moas  of  ibelr  dutr  l"  Ibit  rea/irct  but  with  little  (uceeMi.— Tlof. 
■m.  jl  r.  r»t  a  m  IBS. 
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Archbishop  Sbckeh  to  tub  Reverend  Db.  Sahdbi.  Johhboit. 

L«mb«tli,  Itareb  SO,  ITttl. 
Good  Dt.  Jobiwon : 

At  Hf.  Beach  lutb  nadertaken  to  laawcr  the  lata  Tlnilent  Pamphlet  I  hope  ba 
will  do  II  In  iDcli  a  manaer,  aa  to  win  over  th«  mora  moderats  of  tha  Dlaaastaca 
from  aoma  of  thfir  prelndlceo  agaloat  ua.  and  ahame  CTen  the  mora  Tehement  b;  a 
good  Example  Into  aome  IHgnt  ot  Mlldnna  and  Falrneaa.  If;  mewilns  waa  not  to 
Intimate,  that  I  knew  the  name  of  the  writrr,  hnt  adj  to  alEnltj  a  doabt,  vhatbar 
It  might  not  be  Dr.  Ha;hew.  which  I  found  wme  peraoaa  had  anapected.  I  koaw  not 
whether  Mr.  Beach,  who  In  b  letter  aome  time  ato  mentlDuad  hlmaelf  aa  deellntoft 
would  be  willing  to  undertake  inch  a  work :  and  therefore  had  Intended  to  propoM  It 
to  Mr.  Apthorpe,  of  whoar  abllitlca  and  temper  the  Blahop  of  Norwich  rlraa  ma  tha 
hlibtst  character.  But  1  am  glad  jour  Information  came  time  enouch  to  piwnu 
me :  for  one  may  auOea. 

Protiabljr  odc  miniatry  wltl  be  concerting  achemea  thta  Bummer  agalDat  tha  sezt 
Seaalon  of  Parliament  for  th«  Brttlement  o(  fill  Majeatr'a  AnerlCAB  DomlnioBi. 
And  then  we  muit  Ir;  our  atmoit  for  Btahopa.  Hitherto  Ilttla  hath  been  aald  to 
them,  and  leaa  b;  them  on  the  aubject.  Our  Dliaentera  howeTer  glre  oot  the 
tJonlrarj,  and  radraTour  to  ralae  an  alarm.     God  proaper  ua.  If  It  be  hli  wIlL 

1  have  not  heard,  that  an;  application  hath  t>een  mada  tor  ■  Doctor'i  Dcfrea  fot 
Ut.  Chandler :  but  ahalt  be  ready  at  any  time  to  forward  one ;  I  nnderatand  trom 
7oa,  that  he  deaerrei  II  ao  well. 

Dr.  BurlDD  will  write  la  jou  cancernlng  tbe  aererat  Ulaalana.  Aa  the  Bocletj  bad 
an  jonr  Beeammeudatlon.  appointed  Ur,  Palmer  for  R7e,  and  aent  him  notice  of  It, 
before  Mr.  Pundenon  waa  named  on  the  occaalon :  we  cannot  change  the  appoint- 
ment without  Mr.  Palmer'a  conicnl.  I  ahall  tw  glad.  If  be  canaenta  voluntarily:  bat 
we  moit  not  preaa  him  agalnat  lilt  Inclination.  Tbe  people  at  Rje  may  refnae  bin. 
If  tbej  will :  and  take  the  maintenance  of  Mr.  Punderaon  wbolly  on  tbemaelTea;  wd 
we  iball  be  verj  well  pleaaed. 

We  haye  henrd  nothlDR  directly  from  Hartford  yet.  Wbenerer  a  lit  opportnnl^ 
often,  we  ahall  be  very  deslroui  of  dolug  whatever  may  be  agreeable  to  yon.  And  I 
aaaure  you  I  ahall  do  nothlag  to  retard  your  retirement  beyond  eiprMBlD(  ny 
wlabea  that  you  would  Ik  ao  kind  to  your  Collese  and  to  Mr.  Cooper,  aa  to  glva  hlH 
a  competent  time  for  becoming  and  ahewlng  hlmaelf  In  aomB  degree  proper  ts 
Bucceed  you. 

It  grlevea  me  to  concur  In  postponing  any  of  (be  new  Mlsaloni,  which  yon  would 
have  ui  eatabllah.  But  Indeed  aome  of  thoae  which  we  have  eatabllahtd  already  Ik 
New  England  and  New  York  have  so  few  memberi  of  our  Church  In  them  ;  and  tbaia 
are  so  itreat  numbers  In  other  ports,  destitute  of  all  Instruction,  whom  we  may  bop* 
to  aecure  la  onr  Church  liy  sending  Missionaries  to  them,  before  other  teaeheri  lat 
among  them,  I  mean  th«  new  and  frontier  Rettlementa :  that  I  think  we  cannot  avnld 
preferring  the  laller.  Would  God  we  could  effectually  aailat  both.  Bet  wa  mnat 
not  bring  ourselves  under  a  neceulty  of  making  another  collection  for  the  Sodatf 
soon.  Indeed  It  must  be  put  oft  some  yesrs  the  longer,  on  account  of  that  wUd 
la  DOW  making  for  the  two  Colleges :  for  tbey  will  be  conaldered  aa  akin  one  to  tfea 
other. 

I  told  you,  that  I  thouebt  1  bad  secured  ITO  pounda  for  Mr.  Cbarltona  DamagM 
on  hia  Glebe.  And  I  have  still  reason  to  believe  that  the  King  did  algn  a  Warrkot 
for  that  sum  to  be  paid  here  to  tbe  Society's  Treasurer.  But  remonstrancea  wan 
made  against  it  by  some  olflcer  throiigb  wboae  hands  the  bualncaa  waa  to  paaa.  Ant 
now  the  Secretary  at  War  hath  written  to  Blr  Jelfery  Amberat  about  It  whoa* 
answer  is  In  these  words.  "  The  Cnse  of  Mr  Cbarlton  la  thia,  that  he  really  aniterad 
by  the  encampment  of  the  Troops:  and  I  was  in  hopes  that  the  Aaaembly  of  tba 
Province  would  have  considered  hla  loiaes.  If  that  doth  not  take  place,  I  aball  pay 
him  out  of  tbe  Conllngenclea  In  the  manner  you  are  pleaaed  to  direct"  Thta  than- 
tore  1  hope  will  be  done.  I  hope  also,  thil  Mr.  Charlton  will  tay  mit  what  k« 
recrlna  upon  bl*  Olebe  faithfully,  and  prudently.     If  yon  e>n   Mtttrlbote  to  Ua 
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t  hop*  joa  wllL  For  I  know  not  how  to  cootrlTa  tbat  tb«  money  ma;  bo 
I  til*  Iwnda  of  IDT  one,  tbat  ahonlil  act  u  TnutM  uiKm  the  occbiIod. 
t  not  omit  to  tell  Ton,  tbat  Hr.  Coopar,  In  tha  onlr  tetter  whlcb  t  han 
1  him,  dated  Dec  2,  1762,  eipreasea.  In  the  stronseat  manner  bl*  mnie  at 
berlcaa  ClTlliUei  and  Acta  of  klodnera,  wblcb  be  ealtb  be  batb  received 
L      Conttnotl  (ood  adrlce  will  be  tbe  sreateit  hindneu  that  ran  can  abow 

lid  b«  Ineonrenieat  and  dlusreeable  to  Hr.  Beacb,  and  not  desirable  In 
h*Te  a  formal  eontroTcn;  railed  upon  tbi*  wretebed  pampblet  And  In 
«TOld  It,  ble  anawer  ma;  be  aDOnrmoua,  aa  tbe  pampblet  la.  Or  bowerer, 
dsnlUe  tbat  be  doth  not  intend  to  take  notice  of  anj  Repij,  or  enter  furtber 
itaeiiaalon  of  particular* :  bla  principal  tlew  being  to  conTlnca  peraona.  and 
r  be^  aa  be  hopea  It  ma;,  tba  writer  bimaelf.  tbat  alnce  we  are  all  to  give 
(Bt  of  eTer;  Idle  word,  and  no  Denomination  of  Christiana  la  taaltleaa.  and 
UharltT  la  tbe  sreat  precept  of  oor  Bavlonr.  we  abonld  treat  all  religlona 
witk  •crloaaneaa,  and  one  another  with  mlldnes*  and  candour. 
toM.  tbat  our  jrounKer  Ulailonarlea  are  apt  to  K'^e  ua  too  aaa^lne  aceonnta 
onrlahlnK  state  of  their  Ulaalona  and  to  aa;  thlneB,  wblcb  mlaiead  ua.  It 
rerj  kind  In  toq  and  all  ont  frlenda  In  America  to  prevent  tbla  aa  far  ■• 
,  bj  admoQlablni  those  who  arc  Inaccurate  and  Indirect,  and  bj  (Ivlns  the 
notlca,  when  7on  see  matter*  eiaBKeraCed  b;  tbem.  We  aball  carefull;  keep 
itm  MCret.  And  Indeed  It  will  be  beat,  tbat  tbe  whole  affairs  ol  our  Boclatr 
•  trvisacted  wltb  aa  little  talk  about  tbem  abroad,  aa  ma;  be. 
I  am,  wltb  mneb  Regard, 

Your  IotIdc  brother, 

(Signed)  Tho.  Cant. 

k.  Match  SO.  1768.  —Col.  Docs.  N.  Z.  Vol.  tII,  pp.  S17-S19. 


icT  Fbou  a  Letter  of  Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  Rev.  \V, 
JDK,  Dated  Apkil  1,  1763.     Vol.  33,  Page  67.     No.  336. 

n  twn  Mew  York,  written  April  1,  1708  b;  Rev.  J.  Rltiema  to  Rev.  W. 

In  tbU 
la  ccMnplaln*  aorel;  abcal  the  atate  of  tbe  church  In  that  country;  for  all 

who  now  call  themaelvea  the  Coetua,  with  the  aingle  exception  of  the  aged 
■•,  (who  aides  wltb  tbem   aolel;  for  the  aake  of  not  being  deposed),   are 

V  to  fitnstldam,  and  are,  at  bott(»n,  Independenta.  Tbe;  cars  tor  po 
M  Otdar  or  Oonstltotlon;  preach,  and  want  to  preach,  to  ever;  gnlherlng, 
nv  b«  tbt  name.  Therefore,  all  the  aecta  In  the  couotr;.  even  tbe  Immer- 
1^  wko,  as  the  pretenalon  la,  dllTer  In  nothing  except  tbe  mode  of  admlnia- 
I  tt  BapUam.  ta;  that  the;  are  one  with  the  Dutch.     Thereb;,  man;  elmple 

■  thair  congregatlona  are  entloed,  canght  and  carried  awa;.  AH  this,  h* 
t,  ivrtlga  from  that  ao-ealled  "preaching  the  aplrlt"  o(  these  tanatlca.     Some 


Ba  giTM  ccftaln  reaaoDa  wb;  the;  (the  (^onfereutle)  thoagbt  that  when  tbe; 
fOa  anlta  In  one  Coetas.  the  majority  vote  should  not  prevail  In  certain 
«s  aat  might  have  to  be  determined.  In  case  a  Coetne  should  ever  be  organ- 
Vla.    &*  declares,  however,  that  the  reatoratlon  of  the  Coelus,  while  hene- 

k  NBC  tespects.  Involves  very  great  dltBcuttlea  In  others. 

Bteiy  CoetDS  Mats  him  more  than  Oft;  guilders,  for  tbe  entertainment  of 
MlhiM  basldia  all  tbe  trouble. 

>lM  mad  taariDooy  can  t>e  expected  In  the  matters  coming  up.  Tbls  la 
feKly  daar  tnu  the  writings  already  publlsbed. 

fcfcitu  wbatber  the  Chareb  of  New  Tork.  a*  well  aa  that  of  Albany,  will 
Mf  ta  dalatat<  their  mlnlaters  thereto. 

lafBb  patteBM.  forbearance,  etc..  will  be  sbla  to  accampllah  a  great  deal; 
■HItag  Ika  lav,  rallng.  will  accompllah  nothing;  and  It  la  the  latter  that  the 
tm  «(  tb»  Oastaa  an  seeking,  wbUe  anwilling  to  be  governed  tbemMlitk. 
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EXTEACT  FeOM  a  LbTTEB  OF  THE  CoBTUSj  PEE  ReV.  S.  VeBBBTI 

Fbesident^  akd  J.  Letdt,  Scbibb  to  the  Classts  of  Amsti 
DAM,  Dated,  Apeil  6,  1763.     Vol.  33,  Paob  68.     No.  338. 

Lelter  from  AcqoackiDonrk,  slsnod.  April  6,  1763,  bj  S.  Vetbrrck,  p.  t.  PtM 
and  Jobn  Lerdt,  p.  t.  Scrlba.     Id  tbti 

1.  Tb^r  lUte  that,  althouKh  It  wai  tb«lr  badness  and  dealrp,  as  well  aa  oni^ 
•ecnrs  Peace  and  UDltr  among  tbemselfea.  Ibej  are  obllied  to  saj  that  tbe  g« 
dealred  baa  not  ret  been  effecled.  and  Is  posalbl;  now  less  probable  tban  b(A 
Por,  after  the  Coelus  bad,  for  good  rensaDS,  giTea  to  tbe  pnbllc  tbe  lattat 
Classla,  dated  April  13.  ITOI.  logelber  wllb  a  aapplement  from  tlip  roetos,  inaM 
freab  proposals  for  penco:  we  became  airare  of  tbe  fact  that  tbe  Artlclea.  ad^ 
by  tbe  Claaals  an  still  beld.  and  Ibe  Coelus  baa  recelred  no  further  repljr  fiovl 
(>>Qferentle.  Moreover,  ne  are  now  no  lonirer  divided  Into  onir  two  parties  i 
a  tbird  baa  arlaen,  whlcb  under  tbe  name  of  a  neotral  partj.  remalna  by  itaitlf 

2.  Tbcr  further  declare  that.  Ibe  Coetna  liaa  no  dealre  wbatever,  that  tha  ■ 
GlaHla  abould  side  wltb  either  parlr.  to  tbe  eicluatou  of  the  other,  bej-ond  «l 
tmtb  and  the  equity  of  thltiKa  require:  yet  their  opluloa  la,  that  to  contlnna  I 
Oae  of  outy  general  tenna  (of  deBlguallon)  will  damage,  rather  than  beneSt  1 
eanae  of  naincntlon  and  tbe  Intereau  of  Ibe  Cban^h  of  God. 

3.  They  aay,  that  tbe  Coelua  la  of  oplnloo  that  If  Ita  power  to  promote  li  I 
dlTlue.  then  It  la  Impoaatble  for  It  to  eierclee  that  power  In  any  reapeet,  at  | 
time,  with  a  good  coimcleoce;  that  It  11  la  divine,  then  no  one  aava  Ood,  haa  a  41 
to  deprlre  tbcm  of  It.  Kflpeclally  aa  the  Coctua  la  an  Aaaembly,  ci»ialatlB|^ 
many  conalatorlpa.  and  Koveral  Circles  (KlnKcn,  CIrrulta)  accoidlug  to  the  aara 
Of  tbe  Fundamental  Articles  of  Ita  flrat  arsanliBtloD.  Pram  tbla  It  appears  tl 
the  Ooetaa  la  b;  no  means  la  be  ennsldered  lew  than  a  Claaala;  and,  thertA 
ought  anrely  to  t»e  able  to  da  aa  much  and  wltb  as  much  right. 

Therefore  tbe  Coelus  ought  to  be  canaldered  aa  an  Aaaambly  of  BeclealaatlB 
Btahopa.  competent  by  divine  power  and  right  to  do  as  much,  and  everythlnf  tl 
any  Ulasaia  In  the  Netherlands  can  do  In  that  capacity.  For  Ita  greater  eOcMI 
tba  CoetUB  may  advise  and  correspond  with  the  Clsasla  of  Amsterdam,  while  M 
Ing  tbe  Tight  of  appeal  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  to  be  used  In  caaw 

4.  They  declare  tbla  to  be  the  meaning,  therefore,  the  dealre,  and  the  patlll 
of  tbe  Coetas:  that  tbe  Rev.  Claaala  of  AmsterdalD.  the  divine  natnra  et  %H 
organisation  and  power  Is  admitted,  would  be  pleased  to  rrcognlae  and  deelamj 
Ooetua  to  be  sach  a  body,  and  to  ase  Its  Influence  with  the  very  Rer.  SyMfl 
North  Holland,  that  the  Coelua  may,  aa  such,  be  received  and  recognlaed  bfj 

In  order  to  bring  this  matter  the  sooner  to  aa  end,  tbe  Coetea  rc<iue*tt  4 
aulhorlaea  the  Hev,  Jacob  Rutsen  Hardenberg.  minister  at  old  Itarltan.  ete.  % 
la  going  acrnsa  the  sea.  to  bring  bis  mother-in-law  to  America,  to  lay  tbla  irf 
before  your  Reva.,  and  a  letter,  containing  the  same  requeat.  before  tbe  vaif  fl 
Synod,  and  to  give  auch  further  Information  aa  the  matter  may  reQnlre.  % 

Conclndes  wltb  congTBtnlallona.  J 

Chiibch  of  New  Tore. 
Opposition  to  English  Preaching, 

New  York,  April  11,  178», 
Consistory  held  at  the  request  of  Messrs.  Abel  Hardenfc 
Jakobus  Stoutenberg,  etc,  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  Stoutenbei^  read  a  paper  filled  with  grievoiu  accnat 
a^ainat  the  Consistory.    The  paper  was  not  addressed  to  Uic 
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jr;  and  on  further  explanation,  they  said  they  recognized  us 
itfaren,  but  not  as  the  Consistory.     But,  we  answered,  that  as 
t  afi  e  Consistory,  we  could  not  treat  with  them  while  our 
il  capad^  was  denied. 

They  desired  to  have  the  request  which  Alderman  Bogart 
vought  in  on  the  6th  of  January  (1763),  in  their  name,  made 
as  it  had  heen  delivered  without  tiheir  wish.  Whereupon 
nnan  Bogart,  to  their  shame,  made  a  contrary  statement, 
eat  they  were  dumbfounded. 

They  desired  to  present  a  paper  signed  by  110  male  mem- 
This  the  Consistory  refused  to  receive  because  it  did  not 
;nize  their  oiBcial  character.  At  last  they  throw  it  down, 
Kt  marched  out  of  the  meeting.  The  Consistory,  however, 
red  to  preserve  the  writing'  as  disclosing  the  way  in  which 
regarded  as. 

Signed  etc. 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Letters. 
tS,  April  11th.     Art.  9.     In  compliance  with  the  request  of 
Classis  to  write  further  to  Rev.  Keteltas,  the  Messrs.  Depp. 
f«  Extents  read  a  letter  to  that  gentleman,  which  was  ap- 
ed by  the  Assembly. 

hey  also  read  a  letter  to  Messrs.  Ritzema,  de  Ronde,  van 
ma  and  Ruhel,  which  was  also  approved,  with  thanks  to  the 
OS.  Depp. 

bete  was  also  a  letter  read  to  the  consistory  of  the  four  com- 
i  eongr^ations. 

ha  Bev.  Depp,  also  read  a  plan  bow  there  might  be  appointed 
IB  dinrch  of  New  York  a.  minister,  to  perform  the  services  in 
^^isb  language  in  the  New  Church  (comer  of  cedar  and 
aistreeta.) 

k  AawmUy  having  listened  to  this  plan,  finds  it  very  exceV 
I  of  Qus  project 
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They  also  read  a  letter  from  Kev.  Jakaon,  minister  at  Bei 
and  Staten  Island,  to  which  they  replied  with  the  approval  of 
Eev.  Claaaia.    XIII.  334,  335. 

(Examination.) 
Art.  11.  The  Messrs.  Hoolboom,  Kuipers,  and  van  Lin| 
thereupon  preached  sermons  on  the  texts  assigned  to  liiem,  ^ 
BO  much  satisfaction  that  they  were  admitted  to  examinat 
The  said  gentlemen  were  thereafter  examined  by  the  Rev.  '. 
Budde  in  the  Hebrew  and  the  Oreek  languages,  on  the  chap 
aasigncd  to  them,  and  subsequently  questioned  on  the  articlei 
8acred  Theology.  They  gave  ao  much  sntisfaction  in  this  eii 
nation  to  this  Assembly,  that  Rot.  Hoolboom  was  assigned 
the  church  of  Archangel  (Russia),  and  Rev.  (WarmoM 
Kuipers  to  the  congregation  on  the  Island  of  Curacoa,  (\f 
Indies) ;  and  Rev.  van  Lingen,  after  he  had  repudiated  the  i 
demned  opinions  of  Prof.  Roel  and  Dr.  Bekker,  and  taken 
oath  against  Simony,  and  promised  to  read  without  alteration 
three  questions  in  the  Form  for  Baptism,  was  not  only  \ 
much  pleasure  admitted  by  the  whole  Assembly  (as  a  licentii 
to  the  public  preaching,  but  the  clerk  was  also  directed  to  { 
him  a  laudable  certificate.     XIII.  335,  336. 

Tub  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  William  Jakson,  Af 
11,1763.     Vol.  31,  rAQElOa.     No.  129. 

To  Hev.  Wm.  Jakaoii,  A.  L.  H.  paitor  at  Bercen  (aod)  BUtao  Iiland. 
Bar.  Hlr  and  Uuch-belovcd  Brother; 

AlUioDgb  tbe  Cluiti  had  rcaoJird  Dot  to  aniwer  IMten  directed  to  bar  bj 
*tte  iDdlTldnals,  od  aocount  of  tb«  IncrpasGd  burden  ol  correipondence  Idc 
thereto:  rel  ibe  Ihluki  It  woald  be  uiefal  briefly  to  answer  your  letter  of  Jol 
1T03.  It  ■>  well  kaowu  lo  fou  tbac  loiuellme  after  Che  eatabllibment  of  the  O 
In  ITtT,  that  bodj  bpcaiue  divided,  one  part  contliinlns  to  call  thNnaalTH 
Coetus.  vblle  ttie  other  pirtf  called  tbemaelTea  the  Cooferentie.  Ton  know 
bow  grleToos  all  thle  has  bean  to  the  Claeaia.  and  bow  manr  aRempta  abi 
made  to  oalte  Ibe  brethren  Into  one  Coetoa,  bat  that  all  her  afforta  bare  b* 
valQ,  Thla  \*  very  dlataalefnl  to  na.  But  tbe  Claaaia  la  eapeclally  Indlsiuu 
the  pabllratlon  of  the  book  of  Leydt.  wbo,  vlth  bla  adberenta.  not  only  atta 
to  withdraw  himself  from  Che  Claaaia  altogether;  bat  also  br  hla  wrltlns  •»  i 
alanderona  thiogi  haa  bronght  reproacb.  In  joat  cooatrj.  botb  npou  the  Q 
and  tbe  Synod  of  North  Holland.  He  ntterlr  falla  to  appreciate  tlie  aba 
labon  of  Itie  Clauli  for  tbe  benedt  of  the  cbnrcbea  la  raur  land- 

Wa  bays  eipreaaed  our  oploloa  on  tbeae  mattera  In  a  letter  ta  the  sentl 
wba  call  tbem«elT«a  tbe  Coetoa.     Tbia  baa  already  been  aent,  and  yon  will 
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n  what  the  Cluala  tbinka  of  tbe  attetnptB  at  Bbt.  Lejdt  and  hla  adbeT- 
on  will  underataDd  bow  moeb  w«  dlMppTOve  ot  bla  act.  and  bow  pleaaed 
wltb  tbe  oplnloDS  of  tbe  bi^threa  wbo  call  tfaemielTM  tbe  CoofereDtle,  and 
I  datvnnlDed  to  mnala  ■obordlnata  to  tbe  Claaals  ot  Amaterdam.  Fram 
cao  eaillf  draw  tbe  conclijalon.  that  we  caDDOt,  according  to  rear  reqaeat, 

>  7aiir  Cotialatory  In  order  to  direct  tbem  to  eItb  tbelr  conaeot  to  ronl 

>  attend  ■  mpetlDK  "f  tbe  ao-called  Coetae,  because  It  ii  oniT  a  remnant  of 
1  Coetai.  We  cannot  nnlte  Id  7onr  riewa  of  tbia  matter,  bat  it  become* 
m  ivtj  to  Bdmoniib  ron  fratemailT  and  eameitlf,  aa  we  bave  otber  mln- 
»  b*  aa  active  aa  poaalble  In  brlnglDS  aocb  dlitDrbancei  apd  dlrliloni  to 

«nd  to  unite  roaraelTce  again  in  a  Coetna  anbordlnate  to  tbe  Ciasala  ot 
laBU  For  nnleaa  tbIa  be  done,  we  see  aotblng  elae  tbaii  tbe  deatroctlon  of 
VKC^tlona. 

rrlte  aboat  the  eaae  of  Rev.  Keteltaa,  ailnding  to  the  fact  that  some  think 
lB«tl«i  to  b«  Dceeaiarr.  Thi«  ta  quite  entelde  tbe  tretb;  for  ble  call  was 
ad*  known   to  na,   bmanae  of  a  SDaplclon  abont  bla  vlewa  on   the  B0I7 

•■d  tbe  genentloD  ol  the  Bon.     Ad  extract  of  bla  optnlona  was  lent  na, 

■  Ttewa  wer*  deatred,  nimelr,  wbetber  be  nnder  Biicb  circa mitaDCee.  coDld 
Ittfd  aa  tbe  mlnlater  of  a  Dntch  ObnTcb.  aa  tbe  Conslstor;  of  a  certain 
frtred.     Neither  ii  It  true  that  Rer.  Bitwma  bal  declared  blmaelt  asalaat 

of  a  miDlatar  to  tbr  Npw  York  Cbnicb.  to  preach  Id  Bngllih;  bnt  In  msnr 
rigned  br  that  EentlBman,  be  ha>  agreed  thereto,  Yoa  will  nndentand, 
la,  that  the  Claula  baa  snOIclent  reaiioa  to  rebuke  yon  for  slanderona  lan- 
iboot  these  gentlfoieD,  and  (or  grtat  Injury  done  onto  othira.  What  la  tbe 
tkia  wild  seal  of  jonrsi  Does  It  abow  a  Christian  aplrltl  Doe«  It  mani- 
Vlherlr  lorel  Are  aoch  things  the  fmlts  of  the  Spirit?  Bj  no  meana. 
itta  mentioned  hj  Paal  In  Gnl.  S:!?,  are  of  n  totnlly  different  aort. 
n  will  stop  here,  only  sajlng  that  we  are  fllled  with  sorrow  In  your  behalf. 

■  crlered  that  ron.  who.  In  the  lodgment  ot  charity,  mean  well,  Bhoutd  be 
canled  away  by  lil-dlreotpcl  ipal,  is  to  Blander  dllTerent  persoDa  who  do 
all  deserre  It,  Bnt  we  will  not  take  np  everything  of  a  bad  spirit,  bnt  we 
ally  exhort  yon  to  avoid  Id  the  fntare  anch  bebiTlor:  to  anbdne  yoar  paa- 
(B  pray  tor  tbe  aplrit  of  lore,  goodness,  hnmlllly.  tempersDCe:  (o  bear  with 
Mher,  to  torglTC  one  another,  as  Qod  for  Cbrlat's  sake,  hss  forglTen  yoa. 
!aRh  that  love,  wblch  I*  the  bond  of  perfectne«B.  And  now  may  the  peace 
1  dwell  In  yoDT  bearta.  With  sach  desires,  we  remain,  with  brotherly 
o. 

Ber.   8lr  and   Mncb-belored    Brother, 

Yonr  obedient  servnats  and  brethren. 

John  Jacob  Kessler.  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praese*. 
Job.  de  Lange,  Depp.  CI.  b.  t,  Scrlba. 
Kama  of  tbe  Olasalcal  Aaaembly 

at  Amaterdam.  April  11th,  1708. 

CnrRCH  OF  New  York. 
Manor  of  Pordham.     English  Preaching. 

New  York,  April  H,  ITCB. 
Moty  held  after  calling  on  Ood'a  nanw. 

eat:  Domlne  RItiema.  Frcaldent,  Domlnc  De  ttonde;  Elders;  Pleter  I^ott, 
la*  Bogart.  Comellaa  Clopper,  John  Rogart.  Jr.  and  Theodore  Van  Wyck. 
■:  Oenrd  Beekman,  laasc  RoaevelC  and  Dirk  BrlnkerholT. 
k*  lease  for  the  three  lots  of  John  Van  dfr  Hull  was  eiamlned.  and  wa* 
■•  expire  In  May  next.  Of  (hla  itr.  Petms  Lonw.  In  behalf  of  his  mother, 
■tlnced.  and  thetefore  renonnred  the  claim  to  boM  It  till  the  year  ITBB. 
t  aaked  to  bare  one  and  a  half  lota  daring  the  remaining  Bve  years,  at 
riot  yeariy-'aiBklng  CTH.  for  tbe  whole.     Tbe  answer  was  referred  10  next 

KJ-. 

ki«v  la«***  glTen  In  tbe  aame  year.   1718.   were  found.  In  which  the  aamq 
■  .,  ef  Abntm  Patldlng,   Frva'k   Woertendyk.   John   Hltoto^ 
r  CO*  at  WUIem  de  Pae.  wblch  moat  he  aoaght  for. 
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5.  Tbe  letter  of  Jacob  Lent  od  the  Uinor  was  read.     ThercDpcn 
[MolTed  ttiat  ttier  woald  expect  this  year  lb*  £1S,  w&Icb  an  demaiuled. 
after  woatd  lee  what  titer  conld  do  In  th«  case. 

t.  In  relation  to  tbe  paper  preaented  by  Alderman  nogart  on  Januiy  ttk, 
Wft«  reiolTed,  on  request  of  those  In  wboae  Dame  It  wsa  prewnled.  to  Bab 
nail  aa  If  It  had  never  been  offered. 

6.  Eeiolved,  That  alnce  It  clearly  appean  from  tbe  paper  thrown  dom.  Hi 
the   conilatory   la   Dot   recoKnlied.   the   Prealdent   aball   not,   altboocb   t«qM 
ascribe  any  coDBlstoiy  to  tbem,  aa  vltb  tbe  conaent  of  tbe  coaalatory  Itadl 

8.  BeaolTed,  That  tbe  KJsbt  Artlclea,  aa  read  von)  by  word  aft*!  tba  asi 
■sent,  (hall  be  recorded  In  tbe  boob,  wicb  an  N.  B.,  by  whicb  tbe  piCMnt  0 
■titory  aball  hold  tbem  literally,  wltbont  alteration. 

T.  Tbe  hope  DOW  arlaee  for  once  that  thoae  recagnlied  aa  «■  the  Doteh  ■ 
may  be  unltedi  and  the  Consistory  la  convinced,  that  many  of  the  alpien  dU 
nnderatand  wbat  they  signed.  Therefore  the  Conalatory  feela  boOBd.  napaell 
alDC«  there  are  many  who  have  not  signed  on  either  aide,  to  try  whether  ■  a^ 
of  them  conld  not  be  convinced  by  personal  addreaa,  ol  tiut  neceaalty,  f oi  th*  < 
fare  of  tbe  whole  congregation,  of  holding  taat  to  tbe  Bliht  Artlclea. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  Chnrch  Slaatera  heacetorth  sell  no  more  aeata  K 
ehnrch,  but  only  rent  the  aame;  and  this  shall  be  made  known  to  tbe  mamlM 

S.  Reaolved.  That  the  Interest  of  the  £2000.,  doe  In  May  next,  be  paid  ts 
mlolaters.      The  Treasurer   la   reqaeeted,   therefore,   to  beep   thia   money  U 

10.  That  Mr.  Andrew  Breestede  be  requested  to  prepare  a  plan  for  tb*  pD 
In  the  New  Chnich. 

SIsned  etc., 

J.  Ridema, 


I,  p.  t.  PnaUat  a 

J 

Oomplaint  1 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstbbdam. 
letters.  Keport  on  leydt's  Second  Pamphlet.  Complaint 
Pitzema. 
1763,  May  2.  Art.  2.  The  Acta  of  the  previous  meetiug 
read.  .On  this  occasion  the  Kev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteraa  rwd 
letter  to  Rev,  Wildrick,  on  Curacoa,  which  was  approved-  Tk 
also  made  a  report  on  a  letter  and  a  (second)  pamphlet  hy 
Leith,  (Levdt),  minister  at  New  Brunswick  in  Ivew  Jersey,  (M 
Feh.  19,  1762) ;  as  well  aa  of  a  letter  from  Rev.  Kitzema,  id 
Dec  29,  1762,  in  which  he  complains  that  he  liad  been  falsely: 
cosed  of  writing  to  the  Christian  Synod  of  1757.  In  r^«4 
this  the  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  shall  further  inform 
selves.     Xm.  336. 

The  Ci.Asais  of  Amstsbi^au  to  Reiv.  R.  Wiij>biok  op  Cost 
May  2,  1763.  Vol.  31,  Page  14.  No.  103.  (Ret.  ^ 
iTou>cs  Kdyfbbs,  Aftbewabd  of  Rhiubbboe. 

To  B«T.  Bndolphns  Wtldrlk,  mlalrter  At  Cnneo*. 
F0I7-  Ber.  Sir  and  Uoch  Beloved  Brother:— 
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aat  roar  Bar.  tbt  Acti  of  tb«  Synod  of  North  Holland,  hold  At  Hoon, 
r  17B1.     W«  liop«  that  j«ar  Rer.  mar  duly  ncelve  the  ume.  ■■  also  oar 

•  «!•  eoDddeiit  howBTor,  that  roor  Rer.  li  alio  glad  to  keep  np  tbe 
sneapoDdtaev,  and  that  joa  will  aooh  gire  na  freab  and  agreeable  btI- 

TCOl. 

not  want  to  iwglect  InfonnlDg  rour  Rer.  of  tbe  fact  that  tbe  Meaara. 
haT*  McmtlT  dealgoated  aa  mlntater  on  Cnracoa.  Bev.  Wannoldoa  Kof- 
■tailal  caDdldate  of  Qronongen.  The  Claaaia  laat  held,  Onallf  examined 
led  blm  foi  the  mlnlatr;  of  the  Holy  Ohoat  In  Tonr  Iter'a.  chnrch.  He 
ant  to  come  orer  to  yon  iritb  tbe  lint  (wportnulty. 
Utate  jronr  Rer.  Dpon  receiving  thii  new  collaagne.    Onr  hearts'  deaira 

Ber'a.  ralntatiT  mar  be  acceptable  to  tbe  Church  and  rEchlf  bleat.  We 
'  that  7onT  Rer.  may,  haTe  with  him.  In  alncere  brotherl;  toTe.  a  nnlted, 
ad  tmltfal  life;  alao  that  yon  may  enjoy  oaefnl  Intercourse  together  In 

o(  tbe  Lord,  for  your  mctual  stimulation  to  diligence  In  knowledge  and 
I  L«rd'*  sarrlee. 

•  King  of  Olory.  whom  we  are  and  whom  we  must  serve,  All  tbe  hearta 
rrants  In  your  chnrch  with  HIa  lore,  guide  (hem  by  Hla  fear  and  gird 
I  strength.  Thus  may  He  ponr  forth  abundantly  upon  yon  the  memory 
•at  goodness,  and  make  known  nnto  you  His  rlgbleousneas  with  ]oyI 
ae  your  Rev's,  m[ni>(ry  for  extending  His  kingdom  In  your  mldstl  May 
lab  yoa  and  aet  you  for  a  Praise  In  those  landsl  rurtber,  with  much 
we  remain. 

■V.  Sir  and  Uncb  Rpspected  Brother, 

Yonr  Rev's,  ready  Servants  and  Brethren, 

In  the  name  of  the  CIohiIb  of  Amsterdam. 

les  de  Lange.  V.  1>.  M.  Amst.  Depp.  Claeela.  Res  Eiteras.  h.  t.  Praeses. 
Jn>  BDdde,  B.  CI.  Amst.  Depp.  CIbbbIh  Ad  Res.   Bit.  b.  t  Scrlba. 
ur  ClaBilcal  AsBemblf.  be  Id  at  Amsterdam.  May  2.  1T03. 

T  OF  A  Letter  of  the  Confekentie,  per  ItE%'.  John 

;ma,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  June  8,  1763.     Vol. 

■age  65.     No.  332. 

written  from   New   York,  June  8.   1TS3,  by  Rev,  John  Rltiema,  In  the 
II*  collengae.  de  Ronde.  and  alao  of  Revs.  Van  Blnderen  and  Bubel. 
r  report  that  they  received  our  bundle  of  tetters  of  Jon.  11.  1703.  on  the 
ine:  and  with  great  pleasure  read  oar  letters,  tor   which  they  heartily 

r  state    that    they    have   nothing   against   our   decision    concerning   tbe 

t  declare  that  It  woald  have  been  pleasing  to  them.  If  It  had  been  our 
(ouch  on  the  matter  of  the  dlBrnptlon  of  the  Coetns  alsoi  hut  thsl  since 
t  sobject  of  Peace  alone,  they  also  will  go  to  no  further  trouble  about  It. 
'  Bay:  We  want  no  yoke  of  ttumBU  bondage  about  aa:  but  we  desire  to 
nod  order,  agreeably  to  divine  and  ttnmsD  laws;  (o  tbis  Indeed  we  have 
and  bound  onrselvea.  And,  If  It  pleases  the  Rev.  Classis,  as  a  High 
to  which  we  are  moat  closely  Bulmrd lasted,  to  support  us  therein,  then 
Is  can  aasnre  Itself  not  only  of  our  adherence  to  them,  to  the  eiclaslon 
:her  body,  but  also  tbey  may  SBSure  themaelves  that  beneflta  will  resalt 
1  to  the  chnrchea  In  these  regions. 

I  iMnttoD  alio  that  they  had  delivered  our  letter  to  Ber.   KeteltaB.  and 
m*  addreaaed  to  tbe  church  (which  had  called  blmli  bnt  that  they  bar* 
bcei  imabla  to  peraoade  them  to  come  to  an  agreement,  and  had  glTaB 
e  nion  tlnw  for  the  consideration  of  th*  matter. 
DBelada  Wltb  congmlalatlonB. 
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ADMINISTRATION"  OF  LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR  CAB- 
WALLADER  GOLDEN,  JITNE  28,  1763-NOVEMBER  1!, 
1765. 

Chuech  of  New  Tokk. 

p&eachiso  in  exolish. 

New  York,  June  8,  1768. 
Consistory  held  after  calliag  on  God'a  name. 
The  answer  of  doiuine  Longueville  and  Blinshall  to  the  kM 
sent  to  them  in  January  last,  concerning  the  call  of  an  En|^ 
miniater,  etc.,  was  read.     The  same  committee  was  appointed 
reply  to  their  letter  by  the  first  opportunity. 

The  Treasurer  was  authorized  to  pay  the  account  of  Franeoii 
Marschalk  and  also  of  the  lawyers,  concerning  the  Manor. 

FsAi.MS  IN  English  with  Dutch  Music. 

New  York,  July  5,  1768.    j 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name.  J 

The  plan  of  certain  Psalms  in  English  rhyme,  according  to 
music,  was  laid  before  the  consistoiy,  and  so  far  aporoved.    H 
matter  was  referred  to  a  committee  to  examine,  when  i 
completed,  who  are  then  to  consult  with  others.     The  conmutH 
are  domine  Ritzema,  Cornelius  Clopper,  Theodore  Van  WjJ 
Pieter  Keteltas  and  Dirck  Brinekerhoff. 

Signed,  i 

Lamhertus  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President 

PaEAcmSG  IN  ExGLisn.     Rev.  Arcuibaij)  Laidub. 

New  York,  July  16,  1768 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 
Pireeeut:    Domine  de  Ronde,  President;  domine  lUtKema. 
Elders:     S.  Johnson,  C.  Clopper,  P.  Lott,  John  Bogart,  Jr.,  1 
dore  Van  Wyck. 
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Deacons:     Gerrit  Bappelye,   P.   Ketaltfls,   John   Hardenbrock, 
Gflrard  Beekman,  T.  Tiet)oiit,  J.  Roosevelt,  Jr. 
A  copy  of  a  letter  written  at  Amsterdam  May  6,  1763,  by  the 
Ber.  D.  LongneviUe  and  J.  BlinshaU  in  reference  to  the  English 
preacher,  was  presented  and  read.     Thereon  it  was 

1.  Enqnired,  Whether  the  excellent  character  of  domine  Archi- 
Wld  laidlie  as  given  by  these  gentlemen,  were  not  enough  to  war- 
rant US  to  call  him ;  also,  whether  the  difficnltiea  stated  by  the 
Mine,  as  to  the  Bond,  the  preaching  service,  etc.,  were  not  already 
nmoved;  also,  whether  the  Bond  demanded  by  the  succeeding 
amEiBtory  were  not  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  the  strongest  secui^ 
'%.  To  all  these  questions,  the  answer  was,  Yes.  The  call  shall 
fterefore  be  prepared  by  the  committee  before  appointed. 

2,  Resolved,  To  write  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  make 

known  to  them  the  calling  by  \13  of  an  English  minister  for  our 

<nigregation,  the  plan  of  which  has  already  been  approved  bj 

them,  and  to  request  their  farther  aid  in  the  same  for  the  good 

[  4f  onr  con^egation. 

;  Signed  etc., 

Lambertus  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 

\ 

I  AcT8  OF  THE  ClASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Ths  0a3b  of  Knzmu. 
1768,  July  18tb.  Art.  5,  ad  Art.  2  of  the  Regular  Meeting  of 
May  2,  1763.  The  Rev.  Depntati  ad  res  E-xteraa  have  informed 
ftemselves  as  to  the  false  accusation  of  which  Rev.  Ritzema  com- 
plains. They  made  a  report  thereon  and  read  a  pre-advice  in  re- 
*«tioa  to  the  matter.  This  pre-advice,  to  be  found  in  Actis  Deputa- 
•orum,  was  changed  into  a  resolution  of  Classis.     xxiii.  34:3. 

MonjTB-BooK  or  thb  Covtub  of  Nbw  York,  Eto. 
Art  6,  ad  Art.  5  of  Regular  Meeting,  Oct  4,  1762.  The  Rev. 
Xepntati  ad  res  Exteras  also  reported  on  the  business  laid  upon 
^tma  October  4, 1762,  for  which  see  Acta  of  that  date.  The  dele- 
tes ad  Synodxun  are  directed  to  bring  this  report  in  Synodo, 
fflina  CUaoB.  The  same  is  also  found  in  the  Acta  oi  ^« 
ipatifls.    ^^  S4S. 
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Request  of  the  Cobtks  of  New  York, 
Art.  7.  There  appeared  before  the  Clasais,  Rev.  Jacob  Rat» 
Hardenberg,  minister  at  Old  Raritan,  in  New  Netherland.  H. 
handed  in  a  letter,  addressed  to  the  Claaais  of  Amsterdam.  Ac 
cording  to  the  si^atures  of  this  letter,  it  waa  written  by  orde 
of  the  Coetiis  of  New  Netherland,  signed  by  Samuel  Verbryck 
President,  protem,  and  John  T^ydt,  Clerk,  protem.  It  waa  date( 
Aquackanonck  (Passaic)  April  6,  1763,  and  oontained, 

1.  A  request  that  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  would  be  pleasec 
to  recognize  the  Coetns;  also  that  it  would  aid  in  promoting 
before  the  Christian  Synod  (of  North  Holland)  that  the  Coetot 
should  be  recognized  by  that  Christian  Synod,  and  declared  to  bl 
a  (regular)  Coetua  or  Assembly  of  church  officials,  with  pow€B 
and  right  to  do  all  that  any  Classis  in  the  Netherlands  does  in 
that  capacity ;  that  the  said  Classis  (Coetua  ?)  shoidd  consult  and 
correspond  with  the  Cliissis  of  Amsterdam,  and  that  the  right  at 
appeal  should  remain  open  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  to  bl 
made  use  of  in  case  of  necessity:  and 

2.  A  declaration  that  the  Coetua  has  authorized  the  aforesaid 
Rev.  Hardcnbet^  to  give  such  further  explanations  to  the  Claarii 
and  Synod,  as  the  case  may  require. 

Thia  letter  was  read  to  tlie  Assembly,  and  Rev.  Hardenbo^ 
was  also  heard.     The  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  bad  also  moic 
than  once  conferred  with  Rev.  TTardenberg  previously.       Theg 
now  read  a  report  (pre-advice)  upon  thb  matter,  which  was  ap 
proved  by  the  Assembly  with  tlianks,  and   was   changed   into  ■ 
resolution  of  the  Classis,  and  the  same  was  ordered  to  be  insertM 
in  the  Acta  Dcpntatorum.     After  this,  Mr.  Hardenberg  waa  iv 
formed  by  the  Rev.  President,  nomine  Classis,  that  the  CltaA 
considers  tliat  it  has  no  power  to  sjTJint  the  proposed  request- 
Commission  of  Rev.  Lange.     The  Assembly  subsequently  M 
Bolved  to  commission  Rev.  de  Lange,  together  with  and  besides  dH 
other  delegates  ad  Svnodum,  to  give  further  explanation  to 
Christian  Synod  regarding  the  condition  of  the  church  affain 
New  JTetherland,  and  fully  to  inform  the  Christian  Synod  a 
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uuaetiong  of  the  Claasis  Trith  the  Coetus  hitherto.  This 
ssioiL  "Rev.  de  Lange  was  pleased  to  accept,     xm.  343,  344, 

Lbttbbs. 
8.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exterae  read  a  letter  from 
a  dated  Oct.  18,  1762,  whereiii  was  sent  to  ClasBiB  an  ao- 
of  the  state  of  the  church  in  iffetherland'a  India.  They  also 
ed  Uiat  they  had  received  several  letteis,  of  various  dates, 
ECev.  Jakson ;  abo  one  from  Kev.  Marinus ;  and  two  from 
osistory  of  Poughl^ecpsie  and  Fishkill.  But  all  these  being 
private  individuals,  according  to  previous  resolutions  no 
tB  ehall  he  made  therefrom,  nor  shall  they  he  answered. 
15. 

Acts  op  the  Dbpdtibs  Jolt  18,  1763. 

Report  of  the  case  of  Ritzema, 
Tiee   ot  the   Dvpntlea,   In   tbe  case  of  tbe  ttlae  Bcousntlon   agalnat   Ber. 
,  ngardlDK  tbe  letter  writtea  to  tbe  a^Dad  of  Narth  Hollaad. 
Oepntatl  ad   Res  Ezteras  report,  tbal  Rev.   Rltiema   [d  a  letter  to  tbeoi, 

tbal  be  bu  never  written  >ucb  a  letter  to  tbe  Nortb  HellaDd  Sfnod.  with 
Tpqarst.  ■■  Is  contained  In  tbe  Acta  of  tbe  year  1T5T,  aod  he  requests  to 
mted  Id  reference  to  tbat  matter.     The  Depntatl  liave  obtained  thli  letter, 

OToc  K«T.  Rltxetua'i  natue  from  tbe  Sjnodlcol  cbest.  and  (compared)  It 
ber  antheotlc  letters  of  his.  Thprebr  ibey  have  been  able  plainly  to  lee 
la  waa  not  written  bj  bim,  but  b;  some  other  hand.  It  dinem  also  Tei7 
I  Ita  contenta,  from  •  letter,  wblch  Rev.  Ritzema  wrote  to  the  CIbbiIb  about 

*  penoD.  of  the Moreover  tbe  difference  In  spelling,  and  fault* 

uaar.  discover  very  plainly  that  this  letter  waa  composed  by  anotber  aud 

band.  The  Dqtuties  are  of  the  opinion  that  Rev.  Ritzema  whs  falsely 
.  and  oucbt  to  be  vindicated,  and  to  receive  all  poaaible  satisfaction. 

Keport  of  the  Request  of  the  Coetus. 

Ivke  OD  the  request  of  tbe  so-called  Coetus  of  New  York  made  by  Rev. 
IniM  Hardenberg;  aa  also  an  the  Information  by  the  same,  concernlne  the 
[  of  the  so-called  Coetoa  of  New  York,  aa  described  In  a  certain  pnmpblet. 
Dtpntle*  also  report  that  there  appeared  before  them,  Rev,  Jscnb  Rutas 
bpix.  minuter  at  Old  Itadton.  In  New  Nethertand.  Be  was  furnished  with 
nborfty  from  those  ministers  who  yat  cbII  themBclves  the  Coetus.  His 
writ  signed  by  John  Leidt  (Leydt)  and  Samuel  Verbryck,  ministers  at  New 
tlct  and'Tappnn.  He,  by  virtue  of  his  commlBSlon,  bad  proposed  to  them, 
tfiratt)  whether  tbe  Clsssls  of  Amsterdam  could  not  coosent  to  change  th« 
•rk  Coetus  Into  a  Classla,  nllh  the  power  of  ordalnLnR  to  the  ministry  In 
>4:  and  whether  It  conld  (not)  bIbo  advise  tbe  Conferentle  Assembly  to 
kt  change  of  the  Coetus  Into  a  Classls;  He  claims  that  this  would  be  the 
V  *t  maklDK  an  end  of  all  schisms  and  dlssenaions.  and  of  anIlUK  tbe  mln- 
M  coDBlatorles  there  Into  one  body;  adding  thereto,  that  If  tbis  should  be 
«  fey  tbe  Clalala,  they  theo  also  would  be  desiring  from  here  a  Professor 
Nsv>  te  iDBtmct  the  youth  over  tbere  In  Theology,  and  to  gnallfy  Ibem  for 


Mtl  iwmaifc,  flTst  of  all,   that  Rev.  Bardeoberg  U  on«  ot  thoae  mln- 

■-  Oar  trio  eall  ibenatlfea  tbe  Coetna  examined  and  advanced  to  the 

1  to  Oe  alBlatTT  In  that  iand,   agafiwt  thi>  reMlatlon  ot  Clasal* 
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and  Brood.  For  tbl*  rMMo  the  CIiMla  might  talrly  refoae  to  red 
HardeDbery  Id  that  eipteltr:  bat  tnaimnch  ai  the  CIbbiIb.  Is  It*  tetter 
1T81.  declared,  M«t  wMK  tkey  oo»U  Mt  tndsed  approvt  th*  otMmHoiu 
IlAVliw  bM>  tgaeUt  •yo»  the  tovtlmg  of  the  VMA«rtand  oJMrwhM,  yet  tft«| 
jli4lM  than  itriotllr,  Ma«Jk  Un  try  to  bmhiI  tkM*;  b«t  ^or  lft«  Mta  of 
(MOM  Mt  thM*  (liMd,  BKd  ooiMidsr  them  a*  aoeompIUhtd  f«oU.  The  Cli 
tbeTefon.  st  the  preeeot  time  aleo  eieirlir  the  Brcamniodatlan  to  hpni 
ptopoaltloD  ot  Uer.  Hardenbeti,  and  to  deliberate  thereon. 

Bat  the  DepDllea  are  of  Ibe  opinion,  uIto  mellori,  that  the  reqneat 
respect  be  granted: 

I.  Becauaa  tbli  inbjeet  Is  already  a  rat  luMeala.  The  plan  of  eb 
Coetn*  Into  a  Clawli  and  of  erecting  an  Aesdenir  were  rejeeted  by  thi 
two  emphatic  letter*,  tIi..  of  Dec.  9,  1T9S,  and  April  B,  1796:  also  by 
of  North  Uollapd,  wblcb  emphailcally  conDnned  tbe  oplnloni  of  the  Cli 
yeara  ]TD«  and  17BT. 

S.  Becaaae,  ilnce  Iben,  no  clirttinalBnre  In  favor  of  thpM  propoaals  hn 
which  contd  persnada  the  Claaali  to  a  change  of  lentlment;  bat  on  tl 
alfalra  hare  grown  much  worse,  while  the  icblBm  and  dlHeatlons 
Inrreflsed.  and  the  eDibltternient  between  the  two  partlei  hm  becoc 
Indeed,  the  matter  bai  gone  eo  tar  that  Rev.  LIdt  (Leydt)  haa  not  heel 
Id  pnbtlc  print.  In  hli  pamphlet  before  meotloned,  to  Iniult  the  trl 
•comlal'  maoner.  Id  leToral  place*:  and  alio  eren  to  Injnre  the  feell 
Synod  of  North  Boltand  very  deeply.  He  hIbo  oinlntslns  therein.  In  < 
that  the  Coetna  haa  the  right  (o  ordain,  etc.  lie  eeeks  to  bring  to  naug 
Jectlon  to  tbc  Classla.  and,  on  the  other  hand,  lo  introdnce  a  complete  inil 
In  annwer  lo  thta  pamphlet,  the  Confereotle  Meeting  haa  published  ai 
this  they  not  only  oppose  Rev.  I^ydt.  biil  alao  aacrlbe  the  right  to  on 
CburcL.  10  the  Clasala  of  Amsterdam  alooe.  They  rieclnre  thai  they  ar 
wlllinf:  to  remnlD  Bubordln&te  lo  Ibe  ClflHulB  of  Amaterdnm,  and  make 
8  letter  flocompaoyliig  Ibeae  two  pamphlela,  that  the  (.'IflBsla  wonld  pit 
a  nrial  d«-IMot>  on  Ihia  point;  otherwUe  Ihey  will  feel  IhcmselveB  Co 
addreSK  lliemaelvei  to  the  Hynod. 

In  ortliT  lo  comply  with  IbiB  reqaeat,  Ctnaals.  (itler  matnre  conBlderat 
matter,  Iiiib  adopted  a  reaolullon,  and  haa  ordered  IIB  DepatleB  ad  Res 
writs  twr>  lettera  conreylng  Iti  decUlon:  One  to  the  Confetenlle  Mc 
anolbpr  1i>  the  (.V-etim;  and  to  ei|ires8  lo  the  latler  the  dlBpleagnre  of 
at  tlie  nciloii  tak<-n  In  tbe  premises. 

The  DeimlleH  have  carried  on!  this  order,  and  prepared  two  lelterB.  i 
approved  by  Classla  and  BUbBequeotly  forwarded.  In  the  one.  they  np| 
pralSfHl  the  doing'  of  the  Conferentle  Meeting:  and  In  the  other,  to  the  O 
plainly  declared   the  dlxsntlBfacIlon  of  the  ClaBxlB  wlib  ItB  conduct. 

In  bolb  theKe  WX'-n.  It  Is  cIrcumBtnntlnlly  derinred.  that  the  Clafsl.H  ' 
dam  has  the  right  of  onllnatlon  for  the  chnrchea  of  New  York:  and  t 
(la  New  York)  iinil  also  Ibe  Coelus  are  legally  sulmnllnnte  to  Ibe  ri.is.-<1 
proved:  1.  From  the  original  character  o(  that  pmvlnce,  when  It  stood 
Weal  India  (Tonipany,  Then  Ihls,  lite  all  oibi-r  wUiHlea  of  the  Com 
■nbordlnatPd  to  the  I'lnwlB  of  Anmtenlnm;  nnil  ns  a  matter  of  ronme  thi 
era  were  then  subordinate.  Thle,  If  necessary,  can  be  proved  from  n 
men(9  In  Ihe  keeping  of  CIshiIb.  2.  From  tbe  clreuniBtanreB  onder 
church  In  sltnnted.  altire  Ibis  province  i-nme  iiihUt  the  power  of  Ore; 
At  the  transference  of  IIiIb  province  to  the  Domlnon  of  Oreat  Britali 
1684,  tbe  following  wbb  explicitly  guaranteed  and  accorded:  Article 
Dutch  here  shall  retain  and  enjoy  freedom  of  conscience  In  Wornblp  and 
DlaclplLae."  Article  12:  "All  public  writings  and  records  coneemlnc 
tance  of  any  one.  or  the  Kcrlenlastlcal  Government  the  Dlnconnte  or 
Boards,  shall  l>e  carefully  retained  by  those  In  whoae  keeping  tbey  are. 

From  Ibla.  It  Is  evident  that  the  church  condition  (kerkataat)  of  tha 
remained  In  tbe  aame  alstoa  In  which  tbey  were,  when  It  wbb  anbjecl  tc 
India  Company;  and  that  It  also  remained  Id  tbe  same  condition  at  tbc 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  King  of  Oreat  BrltalD  aad  tha  High  Ml 
Tte  State*  Oeoeral,  Id  the  year  1667.  Therein  It  was  explicitly  agree 
McA  «f  tbe  aald  parties  shall  bold  anft  vo*>e«  ^a  vertect  itgbt  of  sorere' 
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pt1*4T  ■'>d  ponmlon,  all  >nfli  coantrles,  lilandi,  townn,  rorti.  plocci  and  rolonles, 
•Dd  Id  BuDf  na  «cb,  whether  during  this  war  or  belure.  In  whntever  time  It  msr 
km  brtn.  ■hall  have  taken  and  retained  from  tbe  other,  by  force  and  by  arms,  or 
!•  whalrTer  manner  It  ma;  have  t>een,  and  that  Id  the  name  mnuiier  ob  the;  sball 
Ibtv  orfopled  and  poHeHEd  them,  on  the  10/:iO  Mar  Inat,  none  of  the  aald  placei 
Owptfd."  U,  From  the  fDndameatal  articles  npon  nblch  tha  Coetns  wsa  granted. 
(.  I'laallr.  front  the  experience  and  recoKTiltlon  of  the  Charrh  of  New  Nethcrland 
ttaelt.  cnfiircHl  b;  the  molntlona  of  the  Bynnd. 

To  Ibrw  two  lettera  answen  are  expected  shortlr.  When  these  come  It  will  be 
K*n  vhnt  effect  tbeae  letters  have  prodnred.  Aa  nfTnlni  Btnnd  ebnK.  ClnRsIa  cnn- 
aot  poHtblj-  make  but  rhinRe  therein.  How,  loo,  could  It  gniDt  a  reijupat  to  thoae 
*k  bare  thna  Inanlted  II.  aa  well  aa  the  Hynod;  hii<1  who.  In  deRnnce  of  the  reao- 
hrttona  of  Claula  and  Hrood,  hnve  already  examined,  on  their  own  antbnrltr.  af^v- 
fn]  mlnlalera  In  that  land;  and  who  hnve  aiRO  done  1he<te  ttiln^  nt  the  expense  of 
tbow  who  bold  themaelrea  to  the  utteranrea  of  Clnssls  and  Synod.  Tbene  atao 
kiTF  no  knowledRe  of  tbin  mlaflou  of  KoT.  nnnlenlierg,  mid  only  recently  In  letters 
M  Marcb  10  aud  Apni  I,  1T03.  eiprma  thecntetTcn  verj'  emphnllcall]'  aa  opposed 
t>  the  aeDtlments  of  tbo<e  who  eall  themselres  the  Coetua? 

For  all  tbese  TesaoDS.  the  Di>patlea  deoide  that  not  only  the  rinajli  mnst  noir 
pfiln  In  Its  aentlments.  bnt  that  It  ran  In  no  port  deslat  tbprefroui;  and  that  It 
Nffal  to  declare  this  to  the  aforesaid  Rey.  TTardenbiTic.  It  ahould  nlno  add  tber<?tu. 
Hat  tB  ca««  that  Coetus  wanta  to  perseTere  oD  the  conrse  heretofore  pursued,  tbe 
nasals  will  llud  Itaclf  ronipelled  to  break  ofT  all  cnrrospondencc  with  It.  and  to 
itanilaa  It  to  Ita  fntc.  They  must  attribute  to  tbemselres  the  blame  for  this, 
(tn  at  any  time  hereafter,  they  may  experience  the  Injurloua  conacquen<reB  of 
■Mr  ariiarBtloa.  and  not  pretend  thnt  thr'y  were  not  warned. 

Farther,  the  Uepntles  aubmll  for  con  aide  rut  I  on.  whether  Hi'v,  HnrdeuberK  onght 
M  la  br  warned,  that  he  muat  not  ondertoke  to  raise  money  here  for  the  earry- 
k(  «ut  tbe  plau  of  erertlng  nn  Academy,  for  be  haa  nlrendy  beioin  to  Rather  In 
Be  moneys  arcnred  by  Iter,  Frlellnghuyaen,   leal  he  come  Into  dKEenlty  here. 

nully.  the  Uepntlea  furnish  some  principal  speclniiTis  from  Bey.  Johu  Leydt'a 
Int.  entitled, 

"Ttm  Liberty  the  Way  to  Peoce."     This  was  publlsihod   after  preTlous  examlna- 

I     dn,  seeordlng  to  Church  Order,   at  Phllsdelphln,   Anno  1700.     Therein,  not  only 

'    "it  Claaals.  bnt  also  the  Bynod  of  North  Holland  ore  grently  Inanlted  and  tmdoced. 

Ike  L'laiiala  la  Innulted  and  traduced  on  pagea  2n  and  SO.      A  quesdnn  here  arises. 

U«  on  pages  ::7  and  28  entire:  page  4T,  line  3  from  end:  page  *8.  line  8;  page  00, 

b*  1:  page  52.  line  ix  page  RT,  line  S, 

Tke  Hynod  la  Inanlted  and  traduced,  page  20,  entire,  and  page  BO,  the  greater 
Wn:    "The  Bynod  havlnc  be^n  recently  requested."  etc. 

Tkey.  tbe  Deputies,  think  that  the  Bynod  of  North  ITolland  ahould  be  Informed 
*  the  alTrontfl  and  reTllings  which  are  directed  agulnst  the  Ctassis  of  Amalerdam 
ai  the  said  Synod.  In  tbla  pamphlet. 

TkU  PiradTlce  of  the  Deputica  npon  theiie  three  nforeanld  Articles  wai  changed 
hta  a  reaolDtlon  ift  Claasla:  and  It  waa  reaolved  to  bring  Ibis  report  before  the 
tppa.  In  the  nam^of  Claaals. 

TW  North  Holland  Bynod  took  oyer  this  resolution  of  ClaRsIa  with  thnnka  and 
■■MMc  approTal,  and  adopted  a  rosolntlon  In  ver)-  emphatic  terms,  to  be  found 
hOe  Acta  of  tbe  Sfnod  at  Edam,  Anno  1T03,  Article  48. 

xxtT.  00-D2. 

KliiiCT  From  a  Lbttek  Fwom  the  Cossistory  of  New  Yokk, 
rat  Rev,  Db  Ronde,  Dated  July  20,  1763.  Vol.  33,  P.\aE 
(9.     No.  339. 

A  letter  ftvm  New  York,  eijrned,  JuW  20,  1763,  in  name  of  tlio 

M   Coonsbny  ther^  hj  Lambertus  de  Roade,  h.  t.  Praeses.     In  this 

1.  They  declaxs  that  the  Ninth  Article  of  our  Classical  "MceV 

*thdd ApeH  11,  1T63,  in  reference  to  their  purpose  of  liaVmg 
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in  their  church  a  mimster  to  preach  in  the  English  langnage,  (tt  1 
the  Bame  footing  with  the  Dutch  miuiBten,  is  exceedingly  agru- 
able  to  them.  Also  they  notice  that  we  too,  have  gained  some 
proper  insight  into  their  affairs,  and  that,  therefore,  they  may  be  I 
in  a  condition  to  maintain  their  lawful  undertakings,  in  oppoft-  - 
tion  to  malicious  adversaries,  should  necessity  call  for  it.  Id  tbb 
case  they  would  look  to  U8  for  our  (classical)  aseistance. 

2.  They  state  that  tbey  have  heard  that  the  Bev.  ArchibtU 
Laidlie,  who  is  recommended  to  them,  is  a  person  very  snitaUeto 
answer  their  object.  Wherefore  they  have  offered  him  the  eil^ 
not  doubting  that  it  will  receive  our  (classical)  approval;  and  Hat 
since  his  Rev.  will  come  to  them,  as  one  sent  by  the  Sev.  Cla»i^ 
no  further  opposition  will  be  raised. 

They  conclude  with  congratulations. 

Chphch  of  New  Yeas.  ■] 

New  Tork,  Ja^r  21,  Ilti;      I 
OtHUlltotr  belli  after  calllnc  on  Ood'e  name.  j 

1.  Extort  w»  made  bj  the  committee  eoncerolDB  Utaera.  LeBerta.  AbtiMfc 
and  nirk  Bankers,  Brert  and  Adrian,  Pleter  Clopper,  etc.,  to  vrbom  tbe  M' 
proceedlnga  of  tbe  coaslator;  were  read  orer.  No  one  ot  tbem  made  aay  ol. 
tloDi  7et  thcr  dealrrd  tboC  the  call  on  domlne  I-aldlle  abonl*!  not  be  Maled  al|)t 
the  church  eeal,  bnt  ODtr  alKned,  according  to  cuitom.  Tbis,  tbe  conatatoiTt  ■*" 
eonelde ration,   BKrecd  to. 

2.  It   waa   further   repreecDied    bj   tbe   gentlemen   that,    altbongb   bf   tbe  ■ 
Articles,   tbe  collection   In  both   aervlces   were   to  be  for  tbe   church  and  potr  I 
commoa :  ret  the;  had  nothing  agaliiBt  applying  the  collection  at  the  Kn(11ali  nHt^ 
to  the  eupport  of  Che  Eagllah  minlltet.  If  tbe  anbecrlptlou  for  tbe  iBliie  fell  M 
This  also  wae  unanlmonaly  agreed  to. 

3.  The  Pall  waa  ilgned  by  tbe  Consistory  and  delivered  orer  to  be  Iwaielllrti 
forwarded. 

LarobertuB  De  Ronde,  p.  t.  FnriAii 

Call  op  Rev.  Archibald  Laidlie,  the  Fikst  Mibistb  i 
Pheach  in  EsqlisHj  ITT  THE  DoTcn  Chubch  of  New  YotcL 

Call  of  the   revered  and   learned  Ur.   Archibald   Laidlie,   now  mlnlater  fe  < 
Reformed  EnglUh  Chureh  of  Jeana  Chrlat  at  Vllaalngen  In  Zeeland,  by  O*  I 
liters,  Eldera  and  Deeeont  of  tbe  Dntch  Reformed  Consregatlon  of  J< 
In  the  city  of  New  York,  lu  North  America,  aa  anthorlaed  by  tbe 
(being  supported  by  a  snfflcleat  sabacrlptlan,]  to  be  tbe  mlnlater  In  MM  Ui 
gatlon  In  tbe  English  language; — 

Be  It  knowD  to  yon,  that  far  some  yeara  paat  thre«  and  fonr  (DateU  Hta 
bare  aatlsfactorlly  labored  In  onr  large  Dntch  eaneregatlOD,  and,  nUdM  ttt  1 
bteaslng.  not  wItboDt  fruit,  bnt  that  now,  only  two  (Dntch)  mlnlitera  u«  M* 
and  probably,  owing  to  tbe  decay  of  onr  Dotcb  language  tn  tU*  Tllll|llit  * 
fbeie  never  will  be  more;  Therefore,  a  great  many  of  our  nwinban,  aal 
wbo  ortglnallf  belonged  to  ns,  bave  provided  a  eotnelent  support  for  ■  hU 
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tto  Kniltah  toDKoe,  (iKtCMblr  to  ttw  conatltntlon  of  tbe  NelberlaodlBb  Charcb 
MtabUabrd  In  tbe  Nitlonal  Sjnod  at  Don.  1638  1610)  have  nrs^d  aa  to  proceed; 
Ttercforc  tba  Conalatorr  (alt  theinaeKea  canatralD?d  on  the  eih  ot  Jane,  1763.  to 
tMOirr  to  ace  It  tbej  eoulil  flud  Id  tbe  Metberlands  some  one  furnlabed  wltb  tb* 
nqnlilte  qnallBcatlonH  lo  latlslr  tbe  dealt*  of  ao  man;  In  thla  plona  object. 

AtNt  It  baa  pleaaed  the  good  Ood  In  blB  adorable  proTldeoce  to  direct  us  to  you. 
■Bknown  to  na  In  prrsoB,  rat  well-kuowa.  In  all  that  wblcb  makes  a  mlnlater  of 
Oe  Unapel  acceptable  to  Ood  nnd  ascful  to  men.  br  Tor;  eicellcnt  teatlmoDlca, 
0TCB  bj  pervon*  wboae  Jndirmeiit  we  are  bound  to  reapeet.  Therefore  wi  the 
IMta  of  July,  we  came  to  the  ritiolutlon  wltb  great  alacrity,  to  make  a  call  upon 
jvt.  In  tbe  bopc  and  expectation  that  tbe  Lord  would  Incline  jour  hparl  to  accept 

I'  Ih*  lame  and  make  yonr  way  proaperoua  to  ua.  for  tbe  adTaalajje  of  Immorlal  aoula 
(Mms  oa,  man;  of  wbom  wander  aa  aheep  wllliout  a  abepberd— that  Ihoy  may  be 
pibered  Into  tbe  fcllowablp  of  Qod'a  people,  and  obtain  part  In  tbe  Ittberltance  of 
ttr  Mlnta  In  l])[lit.  A  Kreat  longlnfi  for  tbli  appears.  In  that,  altboUKh  the  teetl- 
■SDlra  conreralng  you  bare  bwn  known  only  two  days,  tbe  cry  Is  heard— "O  Man 
rf  Sod.  come  over  and  help  nai  be  our  pastor  aud  loader  to  the  fonotala  of  llvlog 

Wbat  la  required  of  yoa  la.  Id  one  word,  (accordlns  to  the  meaaure  of  ffmca 
■tTTB  yoo,  01  trblch  the  sood  God  may  rIto  you),  to  fullll  the  whole  duty  of  a 
lUthfiU  miDlater  of  tbe  Holy  (loapel.  to  teachtnit  and  ruling,  with  your  colleagaea 
nelTca  tiow  la  the  service  of  tbe  congregation,  or  wltb  those  hereafter  to  I>« 
■ppolBted. 

Is  partlriJar:  Yonr  aerrice  In  Engltsb  la  limited  to  the  New  fhnrch;  to  prcaeb 
IktrrlD  nrlce  a  week,  either  both  times  nn  Sunday,  or  once  on  ilnnday  and  onc« 
h  ttu  week.  aecordltiK  to  the  pleanure  of  the  ConelRtory:  of  these  dl^''aunipB,  one 
M  on  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  In  courne.  as  usual  In  our  churtb;  you  are 
>  administer.  Id  titm.  the  Lord'a  Bupper.  and  hold  the  rrepnr.itory  Service 
Wore  It;  you  arc  also  to  preach  on  tbe  so-called  Pestlvalu  rnsB,  (Easter),  riukater. 
lion  Day,  Chrlstmaa,  and  on  tbe  Daya  of  Prayer  and  ThnnkKglvIng  apiiolnted 
Ir  IV  public  aDIhorltlea,  according  to  arrangemenls  made  from  time  in  time;  and 
rin  to  alecblie  (the  children)  Id  tbe  elements  of  the  Kefnnned  ItellElon. 

Te  piomlaa  to  pay  you.  tberefor,  £300.  New  York  money,  yearly.  In  quarterly 
1^;  for  the  prompt  payment  of  which  we  bind  ourvelvea  in  quaUtal/:  qua.  and 
•t  tbe  condition  that  we  shall  provide  that  our  aaocessora  come  under  the  aaine 
ntlon.  accordlujc  to  the  constant  practice  In  our  congreEStlon  In  reference  to 
I  ftr  I>«Mlt  (mlQlatam).  Thla  la  a  stronger  bond  than  If  we  personally  gnve  our 
ttoBi;  alDce  thereby.  In  time,  the  beat  portions  of  our  congregation  thus 
•  bound:  and  to  whom  the  snbscrll>era  have  pledged  themselves  by  tbeli 
arr  act.  There  la  not.  therefore,  tba  least  reaaon  to  fear  a  failure  In  this 
t.  ao  long  aa  yon  are  onr  minister.  Besides,  there  are  tbe  feea  of  marriages, 
iM,  etc..  b«  the  aame  leaa  or  more. 

■  eoata  of  tba  call,  shipping  eipenaes,  aasurancc  of  goods,  of  course  come  on 
I  te  nDgTBgntlon.  Tbe  salary  will  begin  from  tbe  day  of  approval  of  this  call, 
I  Irlta  Bar.  UUmU  ot  Amaterdam,    The  conclusion  follows. 


To  tbe  B«T.   Clasila  of  Amatcrdam. 
ted  BrMbrcfli— 

Mb  Article  of  joar  meeting,  held  April  11.  17S3,  In  reference  to  your  view 
Vnrpoae  to  call  a  mlnlater  In  the  Bugltab  tongue,  to  officiate  tn  onr  congre- 
,  an  tbe  same  footing  aa  the  Dutch  (minlstera).  la  very  acceptable  to  Uk 
percelTe  ron  have  obtained  some  good  Insight  Into  our  aRalrs;  In  tbat  we 
iw  for  a  long  time  been  In  condition  to  maintain  our  just  nndertaklnga.  It 
f  Bboold  demand  It  against  malevolent  oppoaltlon.  We  hope,  bowever,  tbt* 
:  b«  aecMaary.  We  do  not  doubt  that  yon  will,  toward  this  reault.  con- 
everytblng  tbat  may   serve  to  maintain  our  eanae.   and   that  you  Intend 

preaeire  oni  privileges  aacrcd  and  Inviolate. 
pemlrc    tram    all    tbe    circumstances    that    the    Rev.    Archibald    Laldlle    If 
to  aa  aa  a  tcr  Ot  penon  to  aniwcr  all  nnr  alms.     Wc  hnve  made 


ilnU  Bpoa  bim,  not  doubting  your  approbation;  nor  that,  ivbeu 
'■■I  tr  rov,  all  farther  oppoalUoo  will  cease  and  tbat  he  will  ci 
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Herevltb  ire  conclnile,  commendlDi  jronr  pemoi  aod  ronr  wnihr  flMiiTiiliIj  U 
tbe  protectioD  of  tlie  Mmt  High.     Mar  yoa  Ions  coqUikw  tor  tbe  toad  of  thu  on 
ZIOD,  In  this  remote  part  of  tba  irorld. 
We  EObacrlbe  oaraelres  wltb  esteem, 

XOOT  lerranta  and  aMoclatn, 

The  CoDBlBtoi7  ot  tbe  Datch  CoDsresattou  In  New  Toi^ 

,  Lambertiu  D«  Bonds,  p.  t.  Praaldciit 
Actom  Id  oar  Coualatorr 
Id  New  York,  July  20.  1763, 

COEHESl'ONDENCE  FeoM  AmEKICA. 

The  Opponents  of  Rev.  Archibald  Laidtie  to  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam, July  22,  1763.  An  abstract  in  Vol.  33,  page  65.  'So. 
333.     Answer,  134  (334?) 

New  York,  July  22ad,  17«S. 
Rot.  Fatben  and  Bretbraal 
BeT.  Claasla:— 

On  the  2Bth  of  JaDoary  of  tbU  year,  wa  icDt  yon  a  abort  accooat  ot  onr  iiimnl 
■ad  condition  of  aftaln;  bat  Inaamncb  ai  we  have  not  learoed  from  ;oar  BtT- 
Bodj,  whether  or  not  yon  hare  recelred  onr  commnDkatloD,  we  fear  that  It  ba 
not  reached  ;ou,  Onr  oppoDCDta  [tbe  lawtnt  ConHlBIOry]  continue  In  their  cooiM 
of  affairs  and  proceedinga.  It  bee  therefore  been  deemed  neceaaary  by  tome  of  n 
to  forward  to  you  tbese  few  lines,  bumbly  beaeecblng  yoar  ReT.  Body,  to  take  an 
affalra  Into  coDalderHlIon.  Our  opponents  may  repreaent  tbelr  caae  aa  Impoftiab 
and  onn  aa  triilal  aa  they  pleaee;  but  you  may  reit  aaaared  that  wbat  we  |t«- 
■ented  In  onr  laat  letter  to  you.  Is  trn«.  It  Is  ctbd  rery  probable  that  tbey  tat* 
lepreseoled  our  number  by  tbe  words— "A  few  who  oppose".  But  be  It  knom  I* 
you  that  the  number  ot  tboae  wbo  signed  their  petition  does  not  exceed  one  im- 
dred  and  ten  eh nrrb -members,  counting  men  and  women.  Bat  agalnat  tbelis  l 
petition  signed  by  two  bundred  and  twenly-ali  members,  incladlns  aa  ul 
women,  has  been  banded  In  to  tbe  consistory  tieseeobing  and  praying.  tlMt  M 
change  or  Inlermlngllng  of  languages  be  allowed  In  tbelr  bouae  Ot  woiablp.  M 
since  Ibe  majority  of  Ibe  Consistory  ilded  with  the  other  party,  no  attantlM  «■ 
paid  to  their  eameat  petition. 

Apart  from  thU:  The  Rules  or  Cburcb  Regulations  were  offered  tor  tbelr  N^ 
Bideratlon  upon  tbls  point.  These  ordain  that  whercrcr  there  are  two  liBfiMA 
each  shall  hare  Us  own  consistory,  etc.  But  all  this  waa  dlsregsrded  by  tlMi  • 
and  they  resolTed  by  a  tnaJorKy  Tole.  to  force  upon  ua  a  minister  wbo  rtsril 
preach  In  the  EnfcHah  language,  and  who  Bhould  be  recognised  ss  In  tuU  fCIM-' 
ship  with  our  other  mlulBters.  Against  sll  this  we.  namberlng  one  hnndnd  Ml 
eleven  members,  protested;  bat  all  In  vain.  We  have  been  Informed  that  ovt  (M- 
slstory  has  extended  a  call  to  Itev.  Archibald  Lesdly  (Laldlle).  who  was  recM- 
mended  to  them  bj  Messrs.  James  Blsncbsrd  snd  Wlnuldns  Budde.  Ws  tM 
also  been  Informed,  although  wc  doubt  tbe  truth  of  the  Information,  that  aU  tH '. 
baa  been  done  with  tbe  unanlmons  approbation  of  the  Claaals.  We  saved  iM-j 
the  sbove  mentioned  gentlemen  llltte  know  bow  we  ate  situated.  Tbey  mayiM: 
rest  assured  that  we  nill  protect  onr  cbnrch  In  Ita  doctrine  and  Its  langnafi,  M^ 
far  aa  lies  In  our  power;  and  If  the  before  mentioned  Ber.  Leadly  ahoald  tm^ 
over  here,  he  may  rest  assnred  that  all  tbe  evil  consequencea  which  will  wiWfc' 
will  be  charged  to  hla  hands. 

Some   sad   eonseqaencea   bare  already  grown  ont  ot  thla  baslnesa.     A  psit  <6 
these  we  mentioned  In  our  last  letter  to  yon.     In  case  that  letter  has  not  naeli^ 
yon.  we  are  prepsred  to  aend  your  BeT.  Body  a  copy  of  It  at  the  shoitnt  wMA 
Among  other  (evil)  consequences.  Ibere  Is  one  which  In  onr  Jodgment  Is  -"f  B^ 
In   all    Holland.      We    refer  to   that   lamentable  tamlly-TlalUtlon   which  wu  m 
among  as.     In  oor  last  letter,  we  mentioned  clrcumataotlaUy  bow  onr  laat  slatf 
waa   carried  on.   and   we  will,   therefore,   make  do  tQrtber  mferene*  ta  It  I 
Bat  from  that  and  other  circnm stances.  It  can  be  abown,  that  onr  tsat  aaaM 
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was  DOlawfnll/  elected.  Bacanw  Ot  this,  tome  of  our  membe™  preaented  them- 
MlTca  at  the  UtnililorT-rooma  with  a  few  Articles  or  Propositions.  These  had  la 
Tiew,  U  It  were  poasllile,  the  restorHtlao  of  peace:  but,  bb  heretofore,  all  was  In 
Ttln.  The;  would  not  even  receive  them  or  hear  them  read.  Flodlng  then,  thst 
notblHf  woDld  more  them  to  renounce  their  determination,  these  members  handed 
In  to  the  Conalslory  ■  Protest,  previously  prepared  tor  this  purpose.  It  wa» 
•Isncd  b7  one  boodred  and  nine  male  members  of  our  conKroRnClon.  It  reprS' 
•Hited  to  tbem  the  llleKallt;  of  their  Acts,  as  also  the  rli;hts  and  prlvlleeea 
gnnted  to  our  Datch  Choreh  by  Charter  and  otherwise,  alter  which,  (ha  Pro- 
test clOMd  with  these  wonJs;— "We  therefore  agnln  protest  In  the  name  and 
behalf  of  onnelTsa  and  athen,  against  all  your  procaedlngs  which  bsve  reference 
to  what  baa  already  been  done,  and  to  what  may  yet  be  done  In  that  direction. 
Wc  pray  that  the  Qod  of  Peace  may  enable  you  by  fala  Spirit  to  atrive  for  the 
p*aee  of  God's  booae,  tbat  we  may  all  dwell  together  In  the  tents  of  the  Lord, 
onto  l«Dcth  of  dayi,  etc." 

At  the  lame  time  they  were  Infonned  tbst  If  they  were  wllllQg  to  allow  matter* 
to  Btand  ai  they  then  stood,  the  Coaslatory  would  be  acceptable  to  them.  (?)  But 
•ad  were  the  conBeqaeQCCi  of  this  propoeltlon.  For  la  their  famlly-vIsltntlOD, 
wUcb  waa  tbe  Brat  In  two  years,  tbey  went  aroiiad  amonK  the  members,  and 
Instead  of  InTltlDg  all  who  had  ilgoed  the  Proteat  (to  the  Lord's  Bupper),  or 
admoDlahlng  tbem,  If  Deceaaary,  tbey  were  only  aaked  [f  they  recognlipd  theia  aa 
the  legal  ConalatDryl  Thoee  who  replied  Id  the  Negative  were  told  as  foltowi: 
To  oome,  tbat  ooder  tbe  clrcnmataDceB.  they  bad  no  authority  to  Invite  themi 
Mben.  tbey  absotately  prohibited:  to  otbera.  when  they  aald  that  Ihey  had  uo  111 
feeling  agalast  tbe  Coaslatory  because  tbe  Consistory  naa  In  lavor  ot  an  English 
preaeber.  while  tbey  tbemaelrea  were  In  favor  of  a  Hollander:  and  upon  tbis  con- 
ceaalOD  requested  to  be  invited  to  tbe  Lord's  Table,  they  were  answered  by  Rev. 
De  Konde,  "Not  this  time",  etc.  Set  there  are  those  who  me<ldled  a  great  deal 
nwre  with  tbIs  matter,  (agalost  an  Engllsb  preacher)  than  those  referred  to  above, 
wbo  nevertbeless.  were  considered  as  worthy  gusBts,  and  as  sach  were  Invited. 

Did  any  one  ever  bear  of  sucb  a  mode  of  procedure?  Ob!  pitiable  Bltuatloo; 
Oh!  oppressed  congregation,  we  may  well  eidalm  In  view  of  this.  Whose  heart 
dgeB  hot  cfaafe  when  be  beara  of  tbe  bumlllatlon  oDTered  to  the  Dutch  In  tbia  cItyT 
aad  that  too.  by  our  brothers  and  kinsmen?  Even  Rev,  Rltsema  once  avowed 
that,  rather  than  allow  an  English  minister  to  preach  In  oar  tDutch)  cburch.  be 
woald  lay  hU  head  npon  the  block,  and  say,  "Cnt  It  oil",  etc.  Bow  sbametnlly 
hu  h*  broken  tbls  striema  promise  of  his  loyalty!  For  what  does  sad  experience 
tatthT  He  not  only  now  approvcB  of  tbls  very  thing,  but  be  bimaelf  drawa  np 
lad  alfiu  tbe  call.  It  was  rssolved  at  tbe  same  time,  tbat  whoever  tbeteafter 
ttovid  be  ehoaen  as  church  oincers,  shoold  be  compelled  to  sabscrlbe  to  tbls  con- 
tiMt  In  refeicnce  to  the  support  of  the  afore  mentioned  Sngllsb  mlnlBtef.  before 
hs  eoBld  tm  Inatalled  Into  his  offlce.  Who  ever  beard  of  sucb  an  unscmpnlons 
pneednreT  "And  If  tbey  do  these  things  1u  a  green  tree,  what  sball  be  doae  la 
the  dry"!  We  may  well  ask,  what  has  become  ot  the  rights  and  privileges,  of 
tteUntcb  In  thia  <MjJ    Ob!  InmeDtable  sltuatloD. 

We  conclude  with  tbe  kind  wishes  nsed  by  St.  raul:  "reace  be  to  tbe  brethren, 
•■d  love,  with  faith  from  Ood  the  Fatber.  and  the  Lord  Jeaus  Cbrlst."  "May  the 
Ood  of  Feaoe  HImaelf,  give  yoa  peace  at  all  limes,  and  In  every  cl re um stance." 
m»  la  the  wish  ot 

Tour  atCectlonate  servants, 

Al>el   Hard  en  brook,   ex -Elder. 

Jobs nn la  Atstyoe.  ex- Deacon. 

Petms  Bogert.  " 

Balbert  Van   Wagenen.  ei-Ch  arch -master. 

Jacob  Roome 

Bverardas  Bronwer 

Wlllem  rearsB 

Jacobus  Stoutenbergb 

AhasnerDB  Fnrck 

JohaDDea  Roorback 

fmtt  nabavt  and  Johannes  TIeboat 
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Acts  of  thb  Synod  of  North  Holland,  July  26-Auo.  4,  1763. 

Vol.  64. 

Article  4. 
Rev.  Jacob  Rutse  Hardenberg. 

Hereupon  wee  allowed  to  come  into  the  Assembly,  Rev.  Jacob  R.  Hardenberg, 
V.  D,  If.,  of  Old  Raritan,  in  New  Jersey.  In  the  name  of  the  Coetus  of  New 
York,  which  had  provided  hia  Rev.  with  proper  credentials,  he  made  a  certain 
request  of  this  High  Rev.  Assembly.  This  was  urged  more  particularly  in  a  letter 
from  aaid  Coetus. 

The  investigation  of  this  matter,  was,  with  the  consent  of  their  Honorable*, 
put  Into  the  hands  of  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Rers.  Van  Royen,  Van  Assen, 
Van  Uyken  and  Haussen,  besides  the  Elders,  in  session,  from  Haarlem  and  Bnk- 
buyaen.     This  Committee  was  requested  to  serve  this  Assembly  with  its  advice. 

Article  38  ad  36. 

Dismissed,  as  ministers:— To  Camp  and  Rhlnebeck,  in  New  York,  Rer.  Oerardna 
Daniel  Kok  (Cock),  who  had  been  finally  examined  and  ordained  on  Oct.  4,  1762. 

Article  47. 


The  letters  ahowed  that  the  letters  from  Pennsylvania  came  in  late  this  year. 
They  showed  that  the  Coetus  of  Pennsylvania  met  on  Junfe  SO,  1762,  at  New 
Hanover,  Rev.  (Jonathan)  Du  Bois  (of  the  Dutch  Church)  presiding.  And  inasmuch 
as  our  letters  written  to  Pennsylvania  on  April  6,  1761,  and  Feb.  4,  1762— copies 
of  which,  for  safety's  sake  we  had  sent  along  with  Rev.  Alsenta  when  he  returned 
thither  in  July,  1762— after  much  wandering  about  had  only  arrived  there  after 
the  Coetus  had  been  held;  a  Ommlttee  was,  therefore,  called,  by  Preaident  Dn 
Bois,  at  Germantown.  This  Committee  sent  us  on  Oct  27,  1762,  the  Acts  of  their 
Oetus,  and  an  answer  to  our  letters  of  April  6,  1761,  and  Feb.  4,  1762.  Accord- 
ing to  the  oral  report  of  Rev.  Stoy,  the  ship  with  which  the  Acts  of  the  Coetus 
had   previously    been   sent,    had   been    taken   by   the   Spaniards   and   shut   up   at 

Bilboa No  complainta  were  brought  against  Rev.  Du  Bois  of  North  and 

South  Hampton Rev.  Weiss  had  died 

Rev.  Stapei  had  arrived  in  his  church  in  Amwyl,  (Amwell),  N.  J 

Rev.  Rothenbuhler  had  been  called  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia. 

There  was  further  sent  us  a  report  of  the  condition  of  the  church  at  Amwyl, 
(Amwell),  dated  Nov.  6,  1762,  signed  by  minister  and  elder.  In  this  report  It  la 
mentioned  that  this  new  church  covers  as  much  as  80  English  miles  in  circum- 
ference; that  it  has  60  familiea  which  gives  something  each  year  for  the  support 
of  the  minister  and  the  church.  The  greater  number  however,  had  gone  over  to 
the  English  Church,  so  that  there  were  scarcely  more  than  10  members  left 
together.  The  English  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  make  this  church 
entirely  English.  But  when  Rev.  Stapei  came  everything  had  changed  for  the 
better.  The  church  has  now  already  three  German  schoolmasters,  and  Rev.  Staptf 
has  since  his  arrival,  baptised  64  children  and  administered  the  Lord's  Supper  to 
84  people.  All  this  is  confirmed  by  a  letter,  written  from  Amwyl,  Oct.  29,  1762, 
by  a  Committee  of  elders,  to  the  Deputies  and  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam;  and  also 
by  a  private  letter  from  Rev.  Stapei,  Nov.  28,  1762.  Both  the  church  and  him- 
self request  that  his  wife  and  two  children,  who  remained  behind  at  Meklenbufi; 
be  urged  by  us  to  come  over  to  him.  The  church  offers  to  pay  the  ezpenass  of 
their  transportation.  In  case  she  refuses,  the  request  is  made  that  Rev.  Btaptf 
be  given  liberty  to  make  a  second  marriage.  They  also  glre  reasons,  which  they 
confirmed  by  examples,  to  ahow  why  It  is  not  good  for  a  minister  In  that  eovntiy 
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to  remain  DOm&rrledi  or.  being  married  to  live  irltboat  hia  legal  irtfe.  Tbej  will 
five  BcT.  Stapel  GO  poaoda  aterllng,  Bncllab,  aDnaallT,  not  to  serve  aa  a  prece- 
damt,  howsTar,  for  bli  aocceaaots,  InaimDcb  as  It  comea  Tery  hard  to  them.  With 
B«T.  Ktapel  and  bla  minlatr;,  bowever,  ther  declare  tbemaelTea  Tery  well  aatlalled. 

CODcemlDf  tba  matter  or  Rev.  Stnpel'a  wife,  the  Deputlra  and  CommlBBlancra 
«t  the  Claaala  ol  AmBterdnm  wrote  her  a  heart;  letter  on  April  B.  1783,  exbonlof 
b*r  to  to  wllh  her  children  to  her  hnitund  and  tbelr  father,  and  offered  to  paf 
tbe  eipenaea  ot  tbelr  transportation  from  Amaterdam  to  Amwyl.  Up  to  tbl«  time 
so  anawer  haa  been  recelred.  The  ReT.  Slapel.  of  tbe  cbnrrh  at  Amwfl.  baa  been 
written  to,  to  the  aame  ettect,  and  that  notblng  farther  could  be  done  bf  ua  In 
tbat  matter.  It  wa>  BogKeiCed.  bowever,  to  Rev.  Stapel.  that  he  ought  to  aend  to 
HeklenbDrg  a  letter  ot  attomer,  properly  i^ertlAed  to  by  the  Coetua  and  bla  con- 
Matory;  alao.  It  need  be.  to  obtain,  tf  poatlble.  from  the  government  an  order  to 
eompel  hia  wife  by  proceaa  of  law,  either  to  follow  blm  or  to  aeparale  from  him. 

Article  48. 
New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Tb«  Committee  appointed  to  Inyeatlgate  tbe  malten  of  the  chnreb  ot  New  York, 
reported  to  tbe  Kev.  Chatch  Aasembly  sa  foUowa;  That  tbey  bad  read  tbe  doca- 
awBta  which  tbe  Rev.  Johannea  de  Lange,  Deputy  Extraordinary  on  thla  matter 
from  tha  Claaela  of  Ameterdani.  had  put  Into  their  handi:  and  tbat.  after  having 
ClveD  acconnt  ot  their  transactlona  lb  tbia  committee,  tbey  have  the  honor  to  eerve 
tUa  Synod  with  tbe  tollowing  advice:— 

I.  In  tbe  matter  toiicblng  tbe  proposition  of  tboae  wbo  atlll  call  tbemaelvea 
tk*  Coetua. 

1.  They  were  Informed.  In  the  name  of  tbe  Claeels  of  Amsterdam.  In  accord- 
M»  wllh  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Claaala.  Oct,  4,  1762  Art.  6.  of  the  outrage 
ai  team  put  npon  the  Classls  and  the  8yaod  ot  Kortb  Holland  by  John  Leydt, 
Blnlater  at  New  Brunswick  In  New  Tork  (New  Jerseyl.  In  a  pampblet  entitled— 
"True  Liberty  tbe  Way  to  Peace,"  publlahed  at  Philadelphia  In  ITSO.  Kiamlued, 
*•  It  was,  according  to  Churcb  Order,  a  tew  leading  speclmeiis  bad  been  read  to 
tkem  Dnt  ot  the  many  whleb  tbe  Rsv.  Classla  laya  before  the  Rev.  Synod.  They 
lean  It  entirely  to  the  lodgment  ot  the  Synod. 

I.  There  was  also  rend  to  tbem  tbe  advice  ot  the  Deputies  on  Forelitn  AtTnlra, 
•t  a*  Claiala  ot  Amsterdam,  on  tbe  matter  of  Rev.  Jacob  Rntse  Hardt'nberg, 
Wnliter  at  Old  RarlUn  In  New  Netheriand.  Their  advice  In  the  main  comea  to 
lUi:  that  tbe  aald  Rev.  Hardcnberg  appeared  before  the  Depatles  on  foreign 
Ualra,  ■■  snbaequently  also  he  appeared  In  the  Class  la  preceding  the  Synod,  com- 
■Maned  by  a  letter  from  those  mlnUteis  who  are  still  calling  tbemaelvea  tha 
C*etaa.  signed  by  Samnel  Verbryck,  president,  end  John  Lcydt,  scribe,  ministers 
MpKtlvely  at  Tappsn  and  New  Brunswick.  By  virtue  ot  the  commlRslon  men- 
■hatd.  he  had  proposed  to  tbem  the  question.  Whether  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 
Uttt  not  agree  to  change  the  New  York  Coetus  Into  a  Clsssls.  with  power  to 
amine  caodldataa  and  ordain  ministers  In  that  country:  and  whether  It  might 
>«  advise  the  Conferentle  Aasembly  to  tavor  a  change  of  tbe  Coetua  Into  m 
<hMlB,  pretending  that  thta  would  be  tbe  best  means  to  make  an  end  of  all  tha 
Inaptloaa  and  divisions  there,  and  to  nnlte  the  ministers  and  conilBtorles  In  tbat 
swatry  in  one  body. 

Tbe  Dcpntlea,  after  serlonaly  considering  tbla  propoxltlon.  came  to  the  concln- 
Ika  tbat  the  above  mentioned  request  could  In  no  wise  be  granted:  because  thla 
<aM  is  already  a  Ret  Judicota:  tor  the  project,  formed  by  certain  ones  In  New 
I*ik  for  changing  the  Coetos  Into  a  Classts.  and  also  for  eitabllsblng  there  an 
Itiileny,  bad  been  rejected  both  by  the  Classla  ot  Amsterdam  la  two  forcible 
■Kteri.  tbe  one  ot  Dec.  9,  1T6B.  signed  by  Reva.  W.  Peltfen,  President  and  R. 
IttBtM,  Hnibe;  (he  otber  ot  April  B,  ITSd.  signed  by  Revs.  R.  Schntte,  President, 
M  J.  Ba«koop,  Scribe:  and  alao  by  tbe  Synod  ot  North  Holland,  which  strongly 
Mttmad  IhB  decision  ot  tbe  Claaala  in  1TB6  and  1757;  also  because  no  change  tot 
■•  Mnr  ka*  dnc*  occnrred,  wblcta  might  move  tbe  Claaala  to  change  Its  mind; 
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on  the  ooDtrary,  matters  haye  become  Yerj  mach  worse,  and  the  disruption  antt 
dlTision  have  rather  Increased,  and  the  bitterness  between  the  two  parties  has 
become  greater.  Indeed  the  matter  has  gone  so  far,  that  Rev.  Lejdt  has  not 
hesitated,  in  public  print,  by  his  pamphlet  before  mentioned,  to  treat  most  shame- 
fnlly  and  most  painfully  to  injure  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  and  the  Synod  of 
North  Holland.  He  also  maintains  therein.  In  every  way,  that  the  Coetus  has 
the  right  of  ordination,  and  alms  thereby  to  detroy  all  subordination  to  the 
Classls,  and  on  the  other  hand,  to  Introduce  a  complete  Independence.  To  oppose 
this  pamphlet,  the  Conferentle  Assembly  has  published  an  answer,  In  which  it  not 
only  takes  ground  contrary  to  Leydt,  but  also  ascribes  the  right  of  examination 
and  ordination  for  that  (American)  church  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  alone.  It 
also  declares  Itself  perfectly  satisfied  to  remain  subordinate  to  the  Classls  of 
Amsterdam,  and  requests  In  a  letter,  that  the  Classls  would  give  a  final  decision 
in  this  matter;  otherwise  they  would  be  necessitated  to  address  themselres 
directly  to  the  Synod. 

The  Classls  after  mature  deliberation  on  that  matter,'  had  come  to  a  conclusion. 
She  instructed  her  Deputies  to  communicate  the  same,  by  two  letters,  one  to  the 
Conferentle  Assembly  and  one  to  those  who  call  themselves  the  Coetus.  The  Depu- 
ties had  followed  up  this  instruction,  and  in  both  letters  set  forth,  in  detail,  that 
the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  alone  has  the  right  of  promotion  (examination  and  ordi- 
nation) for  the  New  Yorlc  churches,  and  that  those  churches,  as  also  the  Coetus. 
are  legally  subordinate  to  it 

This  is  proved  from  the  old  ''constitution"  of  that  region,  when  it  was  yet  sub- 
ject to  the  West  India  Company.  Then,  like  all  other  colonies  of  that  Oompany. 
It  was  subordinate  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  and  received  from  it  its  minis- 
ters:—Also  from  the  status  in  which  that  region  continued,  after  it  had  come 
under  the  power  of  Great  Britain;  for  at  that  transfer  of  that  region.  Sept.  8, 
1004.  the  following  was  expressly  stipulated  and  agreed:  Art.  8:  "The  Dnteh 
here  shall  retain  and  enjoy  their  liberty  of  consience  in  Religion  and  Church  Dlad- 
plin."  Art  12:  "All  public  documents,  and  proofs  relating  to  private  legacies, 
or  to  Church  Government,  to  the  Dlaconate  or  Orphans*  Court  shall  be  carefully 
preserved  by  those  in  whose  keeping  they  are.**  On  this  same  status  this  region 
continued,  by  virtue  of  the  definite  Peace  Treaty  between  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  States  General  in  1667,  Art.  9.— Also  from  the  Fundamental 
Articles  upon  which  the  Coetus  was  first  allowed  and  organized.  These  expressly 
stipulated  that  it  should  remain  subordinate  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam:  Also 
from  the  constant  practice  and  acknowledgement  even  of  those  of  New  York,  con- 
firmed by  the  action  of  the  Synod  in  1756.  1757,  1758. 

For  all  these  reasons  the  Deputies  decide  (salvo  meliorl)  that  the  Classls,  not 
only  must  now  abide  by  its  former  opinion,  but  also  neither  can  nor  may,  at  any 
time,  depart  from  It;  and  that  it  ought  to  explain  this  to  Rev.  Harden  berg;  and 
also  to  add  that,  in  case  those  of  the  Coetus  wanted  to  go  on  in  the  way  already 
taken,  the  Classls  will  find  Itself  necessitated  to  break  off  all  correspondence  with 
them  and  to  leave  them  to  themselves.  Should  they  experience  at  any  time  the 
Injurious  consequences  of  their  separation,  they  would  have  themselves  to  blame, 
and  would  not  be  able  to  pretend  that  they  had  not  been  warned.  This  advice 
the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  had  by  a  unanimous  vote  accepted  and  adopted. 

The  committee  on  this  business  then  read  a  letter,  under  date  of  June  8,  1768, 

written   by  Rev.  John   Ritzema,   minister  at  New  York,   in  the  name  also  of  his 

colleague,  de  Ronde,  and  of  two  other  ministers.  Van  Sinderen  and  Rubel.     The 

other  members  of  the  Conferentle  Assembly  had  not  been  notified  on  account  of 

the  great  distance  of  the  localities  and  the  shortness  of  the  time.     In  this  letter 

they  make  known  that,  on  June  5th  (1763)  they  received  the  letters  sent  them  by 

the  Classls.  and  that  on  the  7th  they  read  the  same.     They  thank  the  Classls  for 

the  advice   given  in   the  matter  under  dispute.     Their  opinion   Is  that  the  Ber. 

Assembly  took  the  matter  in  its  vital  spot,  and  thus  opened  op  the  way  for  thm 

removal  of  all  differences.     They  declare:    "We  desire  not  a  yoke  of  human  serrt- 

tude,  but  only  the  maintenance  of  that  good  order  In  accordance  with  divine  and 

lioman  laws,  to  which  we  have  obliged  and  bound  ourselves;  and  If  it  pleases  tlia 

Jier.  Classis,  an  a  High  Assembly,  to  which  we  are  most  nearly  subordinated,  to 

bald  UB  Id  that  reiatlonship.  It  may  be  assTiTed,  not  otAi  ot  o\it  unswerving  adhere 
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aaet,  hot  miaa  ot  tbe  beDeflcIil  nanlti  wblch  will  flaw  forth  therefrom  tor  th« 
<bDrcbM  to  ll»M  ratlans.      "  Thsy  conclude  with  congrmtulatlotn." 

irnnher:  Ttw  t^miolttM  eiamlned  tbe  letter  brought  \>j  Rev.  HardentMrs,  and 
br  blm  niMCDted  to  thli  High  Church  AuemblT-  The  letter  coatalps  a  proposl- 
tJM>  that  tha  Bar.  Coata*.  alther  auder  the  name  of  Coetul.  or  nudet  tba  name  of 
ClaMla,  eorreaiKnidliig  and  BdvlBlDg  with  the  Rev.  Clasala  of  Amilerdam.  be  eccleal- 
aatlcallj  lubordlneted  to  the  Rer.  Synod  of  North  Holland  In  tbe  tollowlDg  man- 
tter;  that  lh«  Co«tna  shall  have  tbe  eight  of  Appeal  and  other  prlrlteses,  Jnit  as 
otber  bodlea  ol  the  Rer.  Synod,  ao  far  as  the  clrcunnlnncea  of  onr  great  remote- 
OMa,  and  tbe  caodltloD  of  oar  beloDSlng  to  another  Civil  Power,  will  allow:  or 
ponlblj  until  tbe  time  when  the  Lord  may  have  so  eitended  tbla  newly  planted 
Tiaeyard  of  HIa  In  thoae  regioni  that  a  Synodlcal  ABBembly  will  oeceBsarlly  ban 
to  tw  organlaeHl. 

Fr«m  that  letter  the  committee  It  can  moat  clearly  see  tbe  aim,  wblch  baa 
tong  been  feared,  and  wblcb  the  mcmben  of  the  <o-called  Coetua  nnrture  In  tbelT 
boaomi:  namely,  that  of  wlthdrawlDf  tbemaelTea  gradually  from  time  to  time. 
troBi  the  aobotdlnate  relation  In  which  they  stand,  botb  to  tbla  Synod.  In  general 
and  to  the  Classla  of  Amiterdam  In  particular,  aud  of  becoming  wholly  Independent 
Id  tbe  end.  The  committee  cannot  see  tbat  tbe  ressons  glren  In  tbe  letter  for  * 
Claaala  OeaerTe  any  conalderatlon  whatsTcr.  At  this  point  Rev.  Jacob  Butse  Bar- 
4(Ub«rg  came  In,  and  waa  aaked  certain  qneetlons  about  dlfTerent  thlngii;  but  be 
wu  trot  able  to  persuade  the  Committee  to  consent  Co  bla  reqnest.  They  are, 
■•Ito  mellorl.  therefore.  o(  opinion:— 

That  the  resolution  of  the  Rev.  Clasals  of  AmBterdam  ought  to  be  acpeptad  and 
adopted  by  the  Synod,  and  Rev.  de  Lange  thanked  tor  bin  drawing  It  up. 

That  Rev.  IJecob)  Rutse  Hardenberg  ought  to  be  given  to  understand  how 
Indignant  thia  High  Chnrch  ABsembly  Ib.  nbout  Ihe  oiilrnse  and  reproiii'h  wblch 
Rev.  Leydt  has  put  upon  tbls  Synod,  as  also  upon  tbe  Clasala  of  Anialenlan],  In 
more  ways  tban  one.  In  hia  pamphlet.  puUHHhed  by  blm.  and  tbal,  u(tt;r  prevloua 
elimination,  according  to  Cbnrch  Order. 
That  tbe  request  made  by  Rev.  (Jacob)  Riilne  nardenberg  muat  be  refused. 
The  Synod,  etter  mature  deliberation  on  tbla  weighty  and  fur-reaching  business, 
and  npoD  explanations  made  by  their  Hon.  MlghtlneHses.  agreed  to  accept,  with 
tttuki  for  theli  trouble  and  Cflrefnl  attention,  the  advice  of  the  lommlttee  on  tUII 
natter,  sod  to  adopt  the  same.  The  President  was  reijuested.  In  the  name  of  tbls 
High  I'hurcb  Assembly,  to  make  known  to  tbe  commlSHloner  here  present,  of  the 
»f>Iled  (JoetoB,  this.  Its  action.  In  emphatic  terms,  and  to  give  bliu  to  understand— 
That  the  reqnest,  mnde  by  letter  by  those  of  the  Coetns  belonging  to  this  Synod, 
Ui  largely  proceeded  from  Ignorance  of  the  real  constitution  ot  Series  la  stlcal 
Inemblles,  both  Claselcal  and  Synodlcal,  In  this  country;  that  thew  are  luseiiur- 
•biy  Monected  with  the  government  of  tbls  rountj-.  That  Ihe  Coelus  of  New 
Vort.  therefore.  belonginK,  as  11  does,  to  another  (Civil)  Government,  can  never, 
aontrer.  as  a  whole  or  In  part,  be  a  (eonstltuent)  member  of  tbls  Synod.  That 
tUi  Bynod  feels  extremely  lodlguaut  over  the  OHtrnge  iind  reproach  put  upon  It.  aa 
»i»  upon  the  Clnaels  of  Anisterdnm,  by  John  Leydt,  In  more  respects  than  one  In 
Ik*  piinphlet  published  by  blm.  after  previous  exnmliiBtloa  neconlliig  to  Church 
Ortrr;  that  tboae  who  call  themselves  that  Coetua  have  thus  made  tbemselvea 
lElIij  of  detestable  Ingratitude  toward  their  Benefactor,  who  has  labored  ao  long 
twthHr  well-being,  and  taken  so  mnch  trouble  tor  tbe  welfare  of  tbe  churches  of 
St»  Vork;  and  that  by  acting  thns.  and  persevering  therein,  they  are  giving  Jaat 
crae  to  the  CtaBsIs  of  Amsterdam  and  to  the  Synod  of  North  Hollnnd  to  withdraw 
■imiielvoa  entirely  from  them,  and  to  break  off  all  correspondence  with  them. 
'TfrtheleH,  they  are  still  earnestly  exhorted  to  consider  well  what  injurious  and 
rdDnB  consequences  must  follow  therefrom,  to  the  loss,  the  confusion,  the  dls- 
ravtlen  and  the  destruction  of  that  church.  For  this  they  will  have  tbemselvea 
fe  Uame.  And  If  they  should  Cut  themselves  wholly  loose  from  tbe  Netberland 
darrhec,  ther  may  lagret  It  when  It  Is  too  late:  while  now  once  again  the  Synod 
kdtrai  that.  If  they  will  keep  themselves  properly  aabordlnate  to  tbe  Claasli  of 
iMtartam,  and  throngh  It  to  this  High  Churvh  Assembly.  It.  aa  well  aa  the 
QMrii  o(  Amsterdam,  will.  Id  aplte  of  all  that  baa  occurred,  remain  dlspofted  Vo 
■flay  all  •sdeavors  thai  can  be  conducive  to  the  weltare  ot  the  ^ew  '^ott 
(^RbM.  To  that  sdA  it  rxborta  tbem  once  afraln  to  lay  aside  all  butccA  &tta 
M^y,  aW  tn  tore  ta  nalte  tbemtelTPs  all  In  one  body. 
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All  of  this  was  by  the  president  made  known  to  Rer.  Hardenberg  In  emphatic 
terms.  There  was  given  him  a  copy  of  this  Action:  similar  copies  are  to  be  sent 
to  the  so-called  Coetus  and  the  Conferentle  Assembly. 

II.  Furthermore,  the  committee  had  connldered  also  the  letter  delivered  to  this 
Synod,  In  the  name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  written  by  Rev.  John  Ritxema 
to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  on  Nov.  8,  1759.  It  was  sent  to  some  one^lt  not 
being  known  to  ^hom— then  returned  to  him;  and  It  Is  now  sent  back  by  him,  with 
a  postscript  under  date  of  Nov.  21.  1762. 

The  committee  has  noticed  from  this  letter  that  it  relates  to  an  accusatloD, 
brought  by  Rev.  Leydt  against  Rev.  Ritxema.  This  was  done  first,  orally,  and 
afterward  In  public  print,  in  a  second  pamphlet,  published  by  the  same  Leydt, 
under  the  title.  Defense  of  **True  Liberty  the  Way  to  Peace."  at  Philadelphia, 
1762.  It  was  Intimated  that  Rev.  Ritsema  did  not  act  in  good  faith,  because  he 
now  denies  utterly  the  right  of  examination  and  ordination  through  the  Coetut. 
whereas  he  had  himself  previously  requested  that  the  right  of  promotion  might  be 
given  to  him  and  a  few  others,  first  by  the  Classls,  then  by  the  Goetus,  and  finally 
by  the  Synod  of  North  Holland.  This  appears  from  the  Synodical  Acts  of  the 
year  1757.  In  these,  two  letters  stand  recorded;  one  from  the  Consistory  at 
Saugertles,  requesting  that  a  few  of  the  ministers  who  had  been  sent  over  thers 
from  Holland,  might  be  authorised  to  examine  and  ordain  a  certain  Van  der  Swan 
whom  that  consistory  was  said  to  have  called;  the  other  from  Rev.  Ritsema,  urg- 
ing this  request.  And  yet  that  Consistory  has  now  declared  that  it  never  made 
such  a  call  and  does  not  even  know  such  a  man;  and  Rev.  Ritsema  also  does  not 
seem  to  know  anything  of  such  a  call,  or  of  his  making  such  a  request.  About 
this.  Rev.  Leydt  says  in  that  pamphlet;  "However,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  this  is  a  thing  gotten  up  in  Holland.  At  any  rate,  whatever  its  lurking 
place,  there  that  matter  still  lies.  They  are  bound  to  clear  it  up,  or  else  they 
must  own  up."  Rev.  Ritsema  declares  In  his  letter  to  the  Synod,  that  he  never 
wrote  a  letter  containing  such  a  request,  and  asks  to  be  cleared  of  the  imputa- 
tion. He  does  acknowledge  to  have  written  a  letter  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam^ 
a  copy  of  which,  with  the  answer  of  the  Classls  to  it,  he  herewith  sends— request- 
ing that  he  might  be  allowed  to  promote  the  said  Van  der  Swan  as  a  candidate, 
and  nothing  more;  and  declares  that.  If  a  letter  has  been  written  in  his  name  to 
the  Synod,  it  must  have  been  forged— written  by  another,  never  by  himself. 

At  the  request  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  Deputy  Van  Eyken  had  searched 
for  those  letters  in  the  Synodical  chest,  had  found  them  and  sent  them  to  the 
Classls  of  Amsterdam.  With  these  letters  now  again  In  its  hands,  the  committee 
found  that  such  a  call  from  the  Consistory  of  Saugertles,  or  at  any  rate  In  Its 
name,  had  come  before  the  Synod  in  1757;  and  so  It  must  conclude  that  that  call 
is  a  forgery,  or  that  that  consistory's  denial  of  having  written  it  Is  contrary  to 
the  truth. 

A  letter  was  also  found  bearing  the  name  of  Rev.  Ritsema,  containing  such  a 
request  as  is  above  mentioned.  But  by  comparing  that  letter  with  other  letters 
of  Rev.  Ritsema  in  his  own  hand-writing,  it  can  be  clearly  seen  that  it  was  not 
written  by  him.  The  contents  also  of  this  letter  differ  greatly  from  what  Rer. 
Ritxema  had  in  his  letter  written  to  the  Classls  about  that  person.  Moreover, 
from  the  style,  from  the  spelling,  so  different  to  that  of  Rev.  Ritsema,  and  from 
the  many  grammatical  errors,  one  can  very  clearly  discover  that  that  letter  could 
not  have  been  written  by  a  linguist  like  Rev.  Ritsema.  It  therefore  looks  to  the 
committee,  as  it  does  to  the  Classls.  that  that  letter  was  falsely  written  in  Rev. 
Rltzema's  name,  and  the  committee  is.  salvo  meliorl,  of  opinion  that  Rev.  Ritsema 
ought  to  be  cleared  in  this  matter  and  receive  every  possible  satisfaction.  W^ltb 
the  Classls,  they  are  also  of  opinion  that  his  Rev.  should  be  informed  of  this  find- 
ing: and  that,  at  the  expense  of  the  Synod,  notarial  copies  ought  to  be  made  of 
those  two  letters,  and  the  originals  sent  to  his  Rev.,  In  order  that  he  may  use 
them  as  he  pleases  in  ferreting  out  this  fraud  over  there  in  a  proper  way. 

See  Acts  of  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  xlv.  10. 


OF  THB  State  or  New  Yobs. 


Betbbend  Dk.  Samusl  Johnson  to  AacHBisHOP  Seckkk. 

Ktrattord,  AngMt  10,  1T63. 
Hit  It  piMM  Xonr  Gnea, 

Mr.  Beacbe'i  Book  came  to  me  Id  tbe  walKbt  of  mr  trouble,  otherwise  IheTlUB 
hli  LeiTe)  I  ehoDld  haTe  expoofted  aod  altered  leTeral  tblngs.  I  hope  It  mar 
au*«r  lome  gocA  enda.— Be  leema  to  have  now  (ewer  complalnti  Ihao  be  baa  bad 
tbOi  W  jeara.  The  Anthor  of  that  uglj  piece  la  not  ;et  baown,  tho'  be  la  dnnbt' 
lea  In  tbls  Coantry.  lodeed  all  deoj'  It  and  aeem  ashamed  of  It.  but  I  bellere 
MM  of  tbem  had  some  band  In  It.  It  canld  not  be  Mafhew  for  he  Is  censored 
IB  It  Bat  be  boa  done  a  woree  tblnK:  mf  Anawcr  to  wblch.  If  Your  Qrace  ihonld 
tUak  lit  to  order  It  to  be  pnbllsbed,  or  anrtbing  else  relating  to  It,  perhaps  It 
■l|kt  be  well  Dr.  Barclar'a  defence  aBalnat  Smith  shonid  be  pnbllsbed  witb  It. 
I  laestlaa  whether  anr  Reply  will  be  made  to  Mr.  Beach.  Mr.  Apthorpe,  (to  whom 
I  Ml  a  Vopr  of  Mr.  Beaehe'a  aniwer,  to  trBDamlt  to  Yonr  Orace)  Is  Indeed  a 
THT  wortbr  >Qd  accompllahed  yonng  aentlemin.  and  I  hope  will  be  a  Kood 
writer  Id  tbe  canae  of  Religion,  bnt  he  does  not  aeem  yrt  enough  uaed  to  writing, 
tat  k  so  averae  to  eontrOTeny.  that  It  may  be  doubted  whether  be  la  very  anlt- 
tMs  to  (Dgaga  with  ancb  AntaKonlats  as  these.  He  utterly  declines  any  Reply  to 
Maytiew.  bat  woald  be  glad  to  bnrB  oilue  printed.  I  bave  Jual  beard  Mr.  Brown 
•(  PsitsmoDtb  baa  published  a  Reply,  wbom  wItb  Aplln.  I  see  In  a  Newspaper,  be 
tRaU  *llb  the  must  baughly  contempt.  Most  Dlanenters,  I  bellere.  do  by  DO 
Mas*  tpprora  of  blm. 

Stm  Dtust  be  tbe  time  If  cTer.  lo  be  In  earneat  for  Blabops.  and  I  trust  all  that 
Is  possible  will  t»e  done  to  gain  that  iwlnt.  The  Dissenters  also,  and  our  News- 
ppns,  sre  full  of  the  talk:  and  Indeed  Ihey  know  tbe  thing  Is  so  reasonable,  that 
*s  sbontd  and  ought  to  he  compleal  In  our  kind,  ns  well  ss  tbey  In  theirs,  that 
Buay  seem  to  expect  nothing  else:  and  I  believe  If  It  waa  oucc  done,  they  would 
|»»erslly.  soon  be  easy  enough.  And  I  enrnpsHy  wish  your  Grace  pray  God  to 
*l«s»  yonr  eDdeavors.— They  bare  one  atory  here  among  them  which  may  possibly 
ktie  some  trutb  In  It.  It  Is  said  Dr.  Chsniiler  nns  nsked  by  somebody  from  the 
Wslstry.  Whether,  l(  a  Bishop  were  eatnbllshed  nt  Quebec,  without  any  Jurladlc- 
tka  that  should  relate  to  tbe  Dissenters,  they  would  hare  any  Dbjertlon  to  ItT 
■Mlhat  Iw  answered,  none  at  all.-And  Indeed  I  cannot  conceive  why  tliey  ahould. 
Ss*  we  should  be  yery  glad  of  such  an  one  rather  than  none  who  might  visit  oa 
sacs  In  4  or  fi  years.  And  I  suppose  there  is  nirendy  provision  mnde  for  oue 
Ane.  now  come  Into  onr  hands:  snd  It  he  had  some  good  MlBSlonnrlea  witb  blm 
tm  ib«  Oovemmettt.   he  might  do   mneh  good  in  couTenlng  both   papists  and 


is  to  myaalf,  I  am  very  happy  here  as  1  am,  only  a 
H  nan  been  witbont  some  public  charge  or  other,  I 
■>■  to  be  without  one.  Flowercr  I  hope  I  may  live  li 
bf  dinrting  (^ndldatea  and  others  to  their  8tudle<i 

Mt.  VInslow.  and  so  enable  blm  often  to  preacb  at  destitute  places.~I  hope  a 
tkaagb  at  Ibia  dlatanoe  to  be  of  some  use  to  the  Ci>lle«c.— T  am  much  obliged  to 
Mr.  IJMper  for  the  kind  Report  he  made  of  me  to  Yonr  Grace,  so  long  aa  provl- 
*ate  permitted  ns  to  be  togelher,  (5  or  6  months)  he  was  with  me  ns  a  son  with 
t  btt*r.  ind  has  since.  In  a  Tacaiioti.  spent  a  wivk  with  me  here,  besides  many 
■•Urn  passing  ttetween  ua:  on  all  wblch  occasions.  I  have  suEEeated  everything 
I  tnia  think  of  that  might  be  of  use.  which  he  has  resdlly  received  with  tbe  heat 
psd  will:  and  I  have  tbe  great  pleasure  to  Inform  Your  Grace  from  Dr.  Barclay 
SN  Ur.  Anchmnty,  that  his  conduct  since  I  left  Ihtm  boa  been  prudent  faithful 
SN  dIUgFDt  and  very  acceptable  both  to  the  Governors  people  and  Scholars:  and 
Hey  baia  d«w  at  last  established  a  good  Ommmar  School,  for  want  of  whicb 
■W  CoDcgc  ha*  mnch  snlTered:  and  tbe  Governonrs  nre  more  In  earnest  than  they 
*m  tver  bMD  slDce  Mr.  Nicoll'i  Death.— So  that  t  bope  tbe  College  will  not 
■Ar  It  bj  toavlDg  it,  bat  rather  flourish  better  thaa  ever  It  bas  done,  and  that 
li  «M  b*  m  gnat  blaMlng  to  It.— I  own  I  much  doubted,  being  ao.  joans,  bow  Uft 
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patience  would  hold  ont.  In  the  Service  of  Gentlemen,  most  of  whom  care 
little  elae  but  their  Gain  and  pleaanre.  and  are  otter  atrangerB  to  learning 
CoUegea:  but  I  hope  he  will  never  meet  with  such  severe  trials  of  patience  s 
have  had. 

Since  I  have  been  here,  I  have  found  everything  the  reverse  of  what  that  wlc 
pamphlet  describee,  both  In  Ministers  and  people.  At  the  request  of  the  Cle 
I  attended  and  preached  to  them,  and  a  large  concourse  of  people,  at  their  ( 
rentlon  In  June.  Bverythlng  was  truly  amiable  and  pleasing,  and  I  most  re* 
them  a  worthy  set  of  faithful  and  conscientious  Clergymen,  (and  several  woi 
Lay-Gentlemen  from  various  distant  parts  were  among  us.)  tho'  much  lean 
cannot  be  expected  In  their  low  and  laborious  circumstances.  I  discoursed  ^ 
them  freely  on  many  points,  and  among  others  on  the  very  subject  Your  G 
mentions  in  the  close  of  your  Letter,  the  necessity  of  using  exactness  and  n 
Care  and  Caution  In  writing  their  Letters,  which  I  shall  further  Inculcate.- 
this  occasion.  My  Lord,  give  me  leave  to  observe  to  you,  that  neither  have 
abstracts,  heretofore,  been  always  made  with  sufficient  care  and  caution:  th 
of  no  use  have  been  Inserted,  and  even  figures  have  sometimes  been  mistake! 
misprinted.  But  I  will  not  enlarge,  only,  that,  humbly  begging  Your  Gn 
prayers  and  blessing,  I  remain,  with  the  greatest  regard. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  most  obliged  and  most  dutiful  and 
most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

(Signed)  Samuel  Johnsoi 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  VoL  vli.  pp.  586-53 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

About  Xew  York. 

1763,  Sept.  5th.  Art  6  ad  Arts.  6,  6  &  7  of  the  Regu 
Meeting  of  July  18,  1763.  Eev.  de  Lange  and  the  other  d< 
gates  ad  Synodum,  held  at  Edam,  reported  the  res-olution  of  t 
Synod  as  to  the  request  of  the  Coetus  of  New  Yoik.  They  a 
presented  other  matters  as  well  as  the  above  mentioned  reso 
tion.  This  resolution  is  to  be  found  in  the  Synodical  Acta 
this  year,  (1763).  The  Deputies  were  heartily  thanked  for  tk 
report    xiii.  373. 

Lbttees. 

1763,  Sept  5th.  Art.  7.  The  Eev.  Deputati  ad  res  Extei 
read  a  letter  from  the  Consistory  at  Colombo,  of  January  5 
1763 ;  one  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  of  February  18th ;  o 
from  Paramaribo,  of  February  9th ;  and  one  from  New  York, 
June  8th  this  same  year,  in  which  is  reported  the  state  of  th( 
churches.     xiiL  373. 
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Caix  of  Rev.  A.  Lbadly  (Laidlie)  to  Kew  York. 

1763,  Sept.  5th.     Art.  8  ad  Art.  9  of  the  Regular  Meeting  of 
April  11,  1763.    The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  hand  in  an  in- 
Btroment  of  a  call  by  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  dated  July  21, 
1763,  made  out  upon  Rev.  Archibald  Leadly  (Laidlie),  minister 
of  the  English  church  at  Flushing,  (Zeeland)  to  exercise  the  func- 
tions of  the  sacred  office  in  the  English  language  at  New  York. 
Against  this  call,  in  a  letter  of  July  22,  1763,  written  to  the 
Deputies,  two  members  of  the  consistory  and  many  members  of 
the  church  protest.     It  was  resolved  that  knowledge  of  this  pro- 
test shall  be  given  to  the  party  called,  by  the  English  ministers  of 
this  city  (Amsterdam).     This  Assembly,  however,  will  approve 
this  call,  if  he  (Mr.  Laidlie)  himself  accepts  it  and  appears  in  this 
Assembly,  notwithstanding  this  protest.     A  friendly  letter  shall 
he  written  by  the  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras  to  these  protesting 
parties,  to  seek  to  induce  them  to  waive  their  protest,  and  to 
present  to  them  the  reasons  why  the  Classis  judges  it  to  be  expedi- 
ent to  appoint  a  minister  for  that  church  to  preach  in  the  English 
language,     xiii.  373. 

Archbishop  Secker  to  Reverend  Dr.  Samuex.  Johnson. 

Lambeth,  Sept.  2S.  1763. 
®«<xl  Dr.  JohnBon: 

'  hwirtlly  thank  yoo  for  your  letter  of  August  10  particularly  for  the  Concern 
''Wch  you  express  about  my  health.  It  Is  frequently  disordered ;  but  I  can  for  the 
Oo«t  part  pay  some  attention  to  Business.  When  I  fall,  as  I  am  now  within  a  few 
J*yB  of  seventy,  an  abler  person  In  all  respects,  I  hope  will  succeed  m"e.  Mr. 
°**che8  book  Is  not  come  to  my  hands:  I  wish  It  had  received  your  corrections. 
^^  as  desirous  that  your  answer  to  Dr.  Mayhew  should  be  published,  as  I  can 
^  without  having  seen  it:  because  I  dare  say  It  Is  written  with  the  temper,  which 

told  you  I  wished  Mr.  Beach  might  preserve.  But  Indeed  I  fear  the  world  will 
JJlDk  We  have  settled  too  many  Missions  In  New  England  and  New  York:  and 
"lerefore  It  may  be  best,  not  absolutely  to  Justifle,  but  to  excuse  ourselves  In  that 
'*>Pect,  as  prevailed  on  by  Intreatles  hard  to  be  resisted,  as  having  rejected  many 

PPlicatlons  and  resolved  to  be  hereafter  more  sparing  In  the  admission  of  them; 
"^ead  of  making  it  our  business  to  epiacopize  New  England,  as  Dr.  Mayhew 
♦Jpresaes  himself.  Our  adversaries  may  be  asked,  whether  they  have  not  made 
••  P^at  mistakes  In  some  points  as  we  In  this:  and  whether  bitter  Invectives 
■filDst  Them  would  not  be  unchristian.  There  was  a  company  Incorporated  by 
jj'-  Q.  In  1601  for  propagating  the  Gospel  amongst  the  Heathen  Natives  of  New 
*™Kland  and  the  adjacent  parts:  which  still  subsists,  and  the  affairs  of  It  are  man- 
•W  by  the  Dissenters.  Queen  Anne  in  1709  Incorporated  the  Society  for  propa- 
*j"ng  Christian  knowledge;  and  empowered  them  to  propagate  It  not  only  there, 
^t  to  popish  and  Infidel  parts  of  the  world.  Accordingly  they  had  correspondents 
"'i  ^Itilonarlea  In  New  England  above  80  years  ago;  and  in  Long  lB\«LXiA,  ^^Tm»i\- 
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▼anla.  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  atx>ye  20  yean  ago:  and  probably  tliey  have 
•till.  It  may  be  nsefnl  to  enquire^  whether  these  two  Societies  have  obserred 
their  Charters  better  than  ours  hath.  If  not,  their  friends  shonld  think  and  speak 
mildly  of  ns.  The  new  projected  Society  at  Boston  Is  abont  sinking  Itself  Into  the 
latter  of  these,  as  I  am  Informed.  I  know  nothing  of  Dr.  Barclay's  defence 
against  Smith,  nor  of  Aplln.  Possibly  this  last  word  was  a  slip  of  your  pen,  for 
Apthorpe. 

What  win  be  done  about  Bishops,  I  cannot  guess.  Application  for  them  was 
made  to  Lord  Egremont,  who  promised  to  consult  with  the  other  ministers,  but 
died  without  making  any  Report  from  them.  His  Successor,  Lord  Halifax,  Is  a 
friend  to  the  scheme;  but  I  doubt,  whether  In  the  present  weak  state  of  the  min- 
istry he  win  dare  to  meddle  with  what  will  certainly  raise  opposition.  I  believe 
rery  little  is  done  or  doing  yet  towards  the  settlement  of  America:  and  I  know  not, 
what  Disposition  will  be  made  of  the  Lands  belonging  to  the  Popish  Clergy  In  ihe 
conquered  provinces.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear,  that  the  money  Is  paid  to  Mr. 
Charlton.  I  have  heard  nothing  of  any  Design  of  a  Doctor's  Degree  for  Mr.  Chandler, 
but  from  You.  If  any  person  here  is  engaged  in  it,  I  should  know,  that  we  may 
act  In  Concert.  But  1  think  we  should  have  a  more  formal  recommendation  of  him 
from  you  and  Dr.  Barclay,  and  any  other  principal  persons.  Clergy  or  Laity,  that 
we  may  apply  to  the  University  with  a  better  countenaDce.  Your  account  of  Mr. 
Cooper  gives  me  great  pleasure.  In  a  late  letter  to  me,  he  expresses  good  hopes 
about  the  College:  but  complains  of  some  disappointment  in  regard  to  his  income^ 
which  I  do  not  distinctly  understand.  I  have  written  to  him,  to  recommend 
patience:  and  to  Dr.  Barclay,  to  desire  that  the  Govemours  will  be  as  kind  to 

him,  as  with  propriety   they  can 

Your  loving  brother, 

(Signed)  Tho.  Cant 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vil.  pp.  566-567. 


EeVIEW  of  TlIEIK  ITlSTOKY. 

Case  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  the  City  of  Xow  York.     (17G3) 

Many  Protestants  of  this  Perswaslon  emigrated  from  Europe  into  this  Colony  at 
Its  first  Settlement  by  the  Dutch.  When  the  Country  was  Surrendered  to  the  Crown 
of  England  In  1664,  the  Articles  of  Capitulation  secured  to  the  Inhabitants  their 
Religious  Privlledges.  as  well  as  their  Possessions;  and  soon  after  the  Surrender, 
Colonel  Nlcholls,  Lieutenant  Governor  under  the  then  Duke  of  York,  by  an  Act 
under  his  Hand  and  Seal,  licenced  the  Lutherans  to  send  to  Europe  for  a  Pastor 
of  their  own  Perswaslon. 

In  1668  Mr.  Fabricius  being  then  come  over  as  the  Pastor,  Lovelace,  Nichoirs 
Successor,  by  a  like  Act  Confirmed  that  of  Nlcolls ;  and  gave  free  liberty  to  the 
Congregacon  to  exercise  Divine  Worship  according  to  their  Profession. 

The  Dutch  in  1673  having  reduced  the  Country,  the  Lutherans  had  then  a  church 
within  the  Fortifications  of  the  City,  obtained  Leave  from  Colve  the  Dutch  Governor 
to  Erect  a  Church  on  the  Ground  where  the  present  Church  stands;  the  Ground 
being  given  In  exchange  for  that  whereon  their  first  Church  was  Erected. 

By  their  own  Growth  and  Foreign  Accessions  they  at  this  Day  form  a  conslderabto 
Congregacon  chlefiy  consisting  of  industrious  Mechanics  ft  Labourers.  And  within 
a  few  years  particularly  their  Number  is  much  augmented ;  and  It  Is  no  more  than 
Justice  to  this  People  to  say,  that  they  have  always  demeaned  themselves  quietly 
and  Irreproachably;  and  that  their  Church  Is  of  Publick  Utility,  as  It  affords  th« 
Means  of  Worship  to  multitudes  of  Foreigners,  who  are  constantly  settling  among 
us,  and  who  understanding  only  the  GeriAan  Language,  would  otherwise  be  daprlTtd 
of  that  Benefit. 

In  1700  the  Congregation  presented  a  Petition  to  be  Incorporated,  whldi  btlnf 

referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Council,  was  favourably  Reported.    Bat  for  aono 

reamoam  the  tbeo  Lieutenant  Govemour  did  not  chuse  to  seal  the  Charter,  till  his 

M^fetrtj'B  Flemwure  should  be  known.    For  this  purpose  their  Petition  with  wfwnl 
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ires 

Hm  a»  DlMantlng  Cootregatlau  for  tbe  like  PrlTliedge,  veie  •eDt  to  Ui*  UlnlatiT : 
Hi  It  waa  not  till  lately  Lieutenant  OoTernot  Colden  tecelied  loatnictlon*  not  to 
init  tbeae  Cbartera.  >■  hli  U>]e*l7  law  no  reaaon  which  rendered  It  neeeMary. 

Wbiterer  may  ha*e  been  the  caM  vith  other  Cougregetlona,  It  la  iiiliniltt«d  to 
U)  bcalleney,  whether  from  tbe  peculiar  ClrcumitBDcei  ot  the  Lutherana  tbay  do 
act  Hand  In  creat  need  of  the  IndulBcnce  they  aak,  upon  these  Acconnta. 

lit  Uany  yeara  alnca  a  Member  of  their  Cburcb  Kara  them  two  honaca  and  Lot! 
ta  UU  City,  which  tbo'  of  no  creat  ralue,  are  the  chief  Support  of  the  HIniatet. 
Tbi  Deed  U  to  Inartiflclally  drawn  that  bad  not  that  Statute  of  Mortmain  wblcb 
uinli  all  outs  and  Oranta  In  faTour  of  Cburchea,  been  In  the  way.  It  would  not 
MTtrthaleaa  haia  Veated  tb*  Fee  In  the  ConsreKatlou ;  for  It  Conveya  the  Eatsle  to 
tbt  Eldera  aud  Deacona  by  name,  and  tbelr  Succeasoii ;  and  they  for  want  of 
Ucorporatlon,  have  no  lesal  aucceaalon,  and  cannot  Inberll- 

taa.  Same  year*  alnce  tbe  ConETegBtloD  aent  two  of  tbelr  Members  into  Qermany 
la  Bolllclt  Coutribationa  for  their  uae  among  tbeir  Friends  and  Countrymen.  Thia 
wu  itteoded  with  conaiderable  Sncceaa.  But  tbe  Peraous  Intrusted,  andlni  they 
cndd  aat  be  called  to  an  Account  by  reason  of  the  Cburch'a  not  beInK  Incorporated, 
bbmled  the  Money,  never  accounting  for  any  part  of  It. 

tt  Iheae  Beaaona  were  Repreaented  they  mlgbt  probably  bare  a  good  Effect 
MiMilly  aa  hla  Excellency  can  recelre  good  Teatlmonlsta  of  the  People,  their 
tmnj.  and  the  Publick  Utility  ot  their  Cburcb,  which  could  111;  be  maintained  It 
U  111.  ihonld  they  tooae  their  Bonaea ;  and  this  must  be  tbe  case  wheneTor  a  legkl 
bmbi  Is  made  into  Itaeir  Title.     And  Indeed  It  has  been  already  Threatened. 

Tbe  method  to  secure  them  a  good  Title  must  be  by  prosecuting  an  office  thro"  tli* 
bdntcoT,  aa  tbe  granter  la  Dead  wltbout  Helra ;  Incorporating  tbe  Cbarcb,  and 
dm  obtalnlDg  a  grant  from  tbe  Crown. 

One  of  tbe  Royal  Instructions,  wblcb  re<iulres  Ibat  no  forfeiture  or  Escheat  aball 
1* panted  bnt  tbro'  tbe  Treasury  and  board  of  Trade,  la  no  small  Embarrasament  to 
*Kb  t  proceaa,  and  must  often  tie  up  a  govemor'a  Hands  from  doing  acts  ot  Justice 
1  Cbirlty ;  as  considering  the  Important  Business  of  these  Boards,  It  la  acsrcely 
piaible  to  attract  their  Attention  to  such  trivial  objects.  Two  cases  bave  happened 
b  Uit  lite  Lieutenant  Governor  De  Lancy'e  Administration.  One  ol  Patrick  Smith 
tbe  Dtber  of  lobannls  Malts,  who  died  without  heirs.  Olflcea  were  prosecuted  at  a 
eixulderable  Eipence  to  tboae  were  conceived  by  the  Government  to  have  tbe  best 
tlUt  to  tbe  Itoyal  Favour,  and  upon  a  promise  of  a  Grant  to  them.  But  this 
lutrDctlon  being  Id  tbe  way.  tbe  Lieutenant  Governor  represented  tbelr  Case  to  the 
Ixunry  and  Board  ot  Trade,  and  asked  Leave  to  make  the  Grant,  and  notwlth- 
"udlDg  (0  this  Day,  no  Notice  baa  been  taken  of  tbe  PetlCTons  or  bis  Solllcltallona. 
Tbit  being  the  State  ot  their  Case  tbe  Lutberan  Congregation  moat  bumbly  beg 
bk  EiMUeney'B  Interposlllon  In  tbelr  Favour. 

(Endoraed)         Case  of  tbe  Lutheran  Cburcb 
bumbly  presented 
to  biB  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Moore.  Bart. 
—Doc.  Hlat.  N.  Y.  Vol.  III.  pp.  298.  289. 


First  Presbyterian  Ciiukcii  at  Alcasv,  1763. 

ti  Ottober  1T63  tbe  corporation  ot  Albany  gave  a  deed  to  certain  tmateea,  tor 
Vtma  tor  a  Presbyterian  Church.  This  plot  was  bounded  by  Beaver,  William, 
BitNo  and  Grand  atreeta.  A  church  building  was  erected  on  this  lot  ot  tram^ 
•M  »Ith  ■  uil  steeple.  It  waa  occupied  until  ITSe.  Between  1763  and  1TT6  tha 
'^■Rb  bsd  only  two  paators,  vli., 

■ev.WlllUm  Elanna,  1763-65. 

te- Andrew  Bay,  17. .-. .     6  years. 

■n.John  Uc  Donald,  1786-95. 

In-Davld  8.  Bogart  anpplled,  1785-97. 

B*v.  Uvhalet  Soa,  1T98-1804. 

A  Mr  adUca  wu  completed  In  1T96,  and  was  tbe  moat  beaDtlMl  cboreli  at  that 


— Huoaetrs  Annala,  1.  130,  \Vt.  VS\. 
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Acts  of  the  Deputies.     Oct.  ?  1763. 

Extract  from  a  letter  of  the  opponents  of  Eev.  A.  Laidlie  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  dated  July  22,  1763.  Vol.  33,  page  65. 
No.  333.     Answer,  134. 

Opponents  of  Rev.  Laidlie  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  July  22, 

1763. 

A  letter  from  New  York,  dated,  July  22,  1763,  signed  by 
Teunis  S.  Tiebout  and  Johannes  S.  Hardenbroek,  members  of  the 
ruling  consistory  and  Abel  Hardenbroek,  ex-elder,  Johannes  A. 
L.  Styne,  ex-deacon,  Petrus  Bogert,  ex-deacon,  Huybert  Wagenen, 
ex-churchmaster,  and  seven  other  members  of  the  church. 

1.  They  complain  concerning  what  the  consistory  of  New  York 
did,  in  opposition  to  their  wishes  and  the  wishes  of  other  members 
of  the  church  in  calling  a  minister  there  to  preach  in  the  English 
language ;  and  in  their  pressing  on,  in  that  matter,  notwithstanding 
their  own  protest,  and  that  of  other  members,  in  calling  Rev. 
Archbald  Laidlie  to  that  place. 

2.  They  declare  their  intention  to  protect  their  church  in  its 
doctrine  and  language,  so  far  as  God  may  give  them  strength; 
inasmuch  as  they  believe  that  the  rights  of  the  Dutch  Church  are 
jeopardized  by  the  calling  of  an  English  speaking  minister. 

3.  They  say  that,  in  the  Family  Visitations,  and  in  the  invita-' 
tions  to  the  use  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  several  irregularities  have 
been  practiced;  and  they  complain,  in  particular,  about  Rev. 
Ritzema.  He  formerly  very  strongly  opposed  the  calling  of  a 
minister  to  preach  in  the  English  language ;  but  now,  he  not  only 
consents  thereto,  but  is  even  one  of  the  signers  of  the  call. 

They  conclude  with  congratulations. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Lettees. 

1763,  Oct.   3rd.     Art.   4  ad  7.     The  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res 

Extents  read  letters  to  the  so-called  Coetus  of  New  York ;  to  th® 

Confearentie-meeting;  to  Rev.  John  Ritzema;  to  those  members 
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(of  the  church  of  New  York)  who  had  sent  a  written  protest 

against  the  call  of  Rev.  Laidlie.     These  were  all  approved  for 

forwarding,     xiii.  375. 

Appeoval.  (of  the  Call)  of  Rev.  Laidlib. 

Art  5  ad  8.  A  letter  came  in  from  Rev.  Archibald  Laidlie, 
minister  of  the  English  church  at  Flushing,  (Zeeland),  who  had 
been  called  as  minister  to  the  church  of  New  York,  to  preach  in 
the  English  language.  Therein  he  declares  that  he  has  accepted 
this  call  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  fol- 
lowed up  this  call  with  their  approval,  and  authorized  the  Rev. 
Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  and  the  English  ministers  to  install  him  in 
the  Sacred  OflSice  at  the  earliest  opportunity  in  a  Classis  contracta^ 
because  Classis  does  not  meet  again  before  the  New  York.  He 
may  then  start  thither  as  speedily  as  possible.  Two  copies  of  this 
minute  which  have  been  asked  for,  are  given,  xiii.  375.  [See 
Dec.  5,  1763.] 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus,  Got.  3,  1763.    Vol. 

31,  Page  201.     No.  131. 

To  the  Bey.  Gentlemen,  Ministers  In  New  York,  who  call  themselves  the  Coetoa. 
Rer.  Sirs  and  Respected  Brethren : — 

We  hope  that  yon  understood  from  our  letter  of  Jan.  11,  (1763)  that  we,  having 

read  that  hook  of  Bev.  Leydt,  styled  "  True  Liberty  the  Way  to  Peace  *'  and  which, 

.  tlthough  approved  by  your   (portion  of)    the  Church,  had  refuted  the  same  with 

nfflciently  strong  arguments.     Nevertheless,  subsequently,   Bev.  Jacob  B.   Harden- 

berg,  pastor  at  Old  Baritan,  appeared  In  our  Assembly  with  a  document  from  the 

Coetos,  signed  by  Samuel  Verbryck,  President,  and  John  Leydt,  Scribe,  and  dated 

April  6,  1763.     This  was  a  formal  request  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Chang* 

^e  New  Tork   Coetus  into  a   Classis,   and  to  urge  upon   the  Christian   Synod   to 

^PProTe  said  Act,  In  order  that  It   (the  American  Classis)   might  become  endowed 

^th  the  power  and  authority  of  the  other  Classes  of  the  Netherlands,  together 

with  the  right  to  appeal  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland.    They  request  also  that  tha 

^^li  of  Amsterdam  would   present  this  whole   matter  before   the   Conferentle, 

i         idTtiing  them  to  agree  to  the  change  of  the  Coetus  Into  a  Classis,  as  being  the  only 

^^**^t  by  which  the  divided  ministers  and  consistories  could  be  reunited.    They 

^ire  also  that  if  the  Classis  approve  their  request,  a  Professor  of  Theology  be  sent 

^r  to  them,  in  order  that  their  young  men  might  be  there  instructed  in  theology 

•^<*  w  be  prepared  for  the  ministry. 

^«  Classis  having  carefully  considered  the  matter  finally  concluded  that  she  had 
^  Authority  to  grant  such  request,  and  neither  were  there  sufficient  reasons  for  it. 

1-  Because  this  is  already  a  tm  iudioata.  The  plan  of  changing  the  Coetus  Into 
^  ^Haiiii  has  been  already  rejected,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  two  letters  of  Dec  9» 
^^^  and  April  H,  1756,  as  well  as  by  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  both  In  1756 
Wd  1757. 

^  Because,  since  that  time,  there  has  been  no  change  of  such  a  nature,  as  would 
*^^tiite  a  ■nfflelent  reason  why  the  Classis  should  grant  it.     But  on  the  contraci^        . 


■*i 
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affairs  have  become  worse*  the  dlvisloDS  greater,  and  bitterness  and  andaclty  have 
increased.  Things  have  even  gone  to  such  an  extremity  that  Rev.  Leydt  has 
published  a  book,  in  which  he  in  various  ways  abuses  the  Classls;  and  even  tbe 
Christian  Synod  of  North  Holland  Is  treated  with  contempt,  as  can  be  seen  on  pages 
25-80.  47,  etc.  He  maintains  that  the  Coetus  has  the  right  of  promotion,  that 
trying  to  destroy  subordination  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam. 

8.  Because  the  Classls,  loving  truth  and  righteousness.  Is  unable  to  give  the  power 
of  promotion  to  the  brethren  who  call  themselves  the  Coetus ;  and  especially  so, 
because  the  Conferentle  remain  subordinate  to  the  Classis  and  the  Synod.  The 
Classls  in  a  letter  of  Jan.  11,  1703,  clearly  showed  how  she  was  limited  by  tha 
(English)  government  of  your  country.  Your  country  had  formerly  been  in  poss€a> 
slon  of  the  West  India  Company.  This  state  of  aCTairs  continued  until  it  came 
under  the  rule  of  Great  Britain  on  Sept.  3.  1604.  In  addition  to  this  fact  we  ba^t 
It  (the  reference  to  freedom  of  religion  for  the  Dutch)  stated  in  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  their  High  Mightinesses,  the  States  General,  1067, 
ArUcle  8. 

In  addition  to  these  proofs  we  refer  to  the  basis  on  which  the  Coetus  waa 
established,  and  which  was  accepted  by  the  churches  of  New  Netherland,  and 
approved  by  the  Synod.  For  all  these  reasons,  which  make  the  book  of  Rev.  Leydt 
powerless,  the  Classls  holds  herself  to  her  decision.  She  moreover  declares  that 
If  the  Coetus  continues  In  the  course  t>egun,  the  Classls  will  be  compelled  to  break 
off  All  correspondence.  Indeed,  such  a  resolution  was  brought  before  the  Synod  of 
North  Holland,  held  at  Kdam,  this  year,  (1763).  To  this  Assembly,  Rev.  Harden- 
bergh  also  presented  a  letter,  containing  a  proposition,  whether  the  Rev.  Coetus, 
under  the  name  of  a  Coetus  or  Classls,  might  not  have  the  privilege  of  appeallnc 
on  special  occasiohs  to  the  High  Rev.  Synod,  as  far  as  such  an  act  might  be 
permissable,  since  the  Coetus  Is  subordinate  to  another  government  (Great  Britain), 
until  it  might  please  God  in  extending  his  vineyard,  to  reveal  the  necessity  of  even 
a  Synod  in  our  land,  (America.) 

The  High  Rev.  Assembly,  after  consideration  of  the  matter,  at  the  hands  of  a 
Committee,  resolved 

(1)  That  the  resolution  of  the  Classls  should  be  approved  and  changed  into  a 
Bynodlcal  decree. 

(2)  That  the  Rev.  Assembly  is  filled  with  indignation  at  the  book  of  Rev.  Leydt, 
which  was  also  published  with  the  approbation  of  the  Church — (that  portion  of  It 
which  adhered  to  the  Coetua) 

(8)  That  the  request  of  Rev.  Hardenbergh  is  rejected — ^the  letter  which  speaks  of 
tlie  change  of  the  Coetus  into  a  Classls,  being  hardly  worthy  of  being  read. 

The  Christian  Synod,  after  careful  deliberation  of  tlie  matter,  delivered  her 
resolution  in  express  terms  unto  the  Committee,  by  the  mouth  of  her  President,  aa 
follows : — 

**That^  the  request  of  the  Coetus  has  largely  arisen  from  ignorance  of  the  true 
constitution  of  Church  Assemblies,  both  Classical  and  Synodlcal,  in  this  country; 
that  these  are  inseparably  connected  with  the  government  of  the  country ;  and  that 
therefore  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  belonging  under  another  (civil)  sovereignty,  can 
never,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  constitute  an  inherent  part  of  this  Synod.  Moreover 
this  Synod  is  affected  with  very  great  indignation  at  the  insults  and  indignities  put 
upon  it,  as  well  as  upon  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  by  Rev.  John  Leydt  in  his  book, 
which  was  also  published  by  him  upon  C!hurch  authority  after  previous  visitation  ;t 
that  those  who'  called  themselves  the  Coetus,  have  thus  made  themselves  guilty  of 
base  ingratitude  toward  their  benefactors,  who  have  so  long  labored  for  their 
welfare,  and  have  taken  so  much  trouble  for  the  benefit  of  the  church  of  (the 
Province  of)  New  York.  Acting  thus  and  preserving  therein,  they  give  sufficient 
reason  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  and  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  for  with- 
drawing themselves  altogether  from  and  refusing  to  hold  any  further  correspondence 
with  them.  They  are  therefore  earnestly  admonished  carefully  to  ponder  the 
injurious  and  ruinous  consequences  which  would  arise  therefrom,  to  the  general 
confusion,  rending  and  even  destruction  of  their  church.  For  such  results  thej 
would  have  no  one  but  themselves  to  blame ;  or  If  they  cut  themselves  loose  entirely 


*Thls  is  repeated  in  Doc.  963. 

f'The  Visitation  of  Books"  refers  to  their  examination  by  a  OommltCeSb  befoce 
publication.   If  approved,  they  were  published  by  Church  authority. 
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tna  the  Netherlaiuls  Churcb,  they  will  moutD  oTer  tlielr  tolly  wbeo  It  li  too  late. 
NntrtbetcM  tba  Synod  gladlr  Agftln  declarea,  tliat  balb  she  uid  tliB  ClusU  of 
Uutndam,  not«lth>taDdlDK  ^1  thli,  teuiBin  iDcUued,  It  the  Co«tu«  will  remalil 
nbordlnata  to  ttie  CluiU,  and  thereby  to  this  High  Rbt.  ABwmblj,  to  eiert  them- 
nlTci  to  the  utmait  foi  the  welfare  □(  the  New  York  churches.  To  this  cod,  w« 
tdmoBlih  them  once  mare  to  uolte  tbeniMlTes  tosether  Id  love  Into  one  body,  laying 
mat  tU  dlircrencM  and  atrUe." 

Nov.  Brethren,  the  choice  U  lelt  to  you,  to  lubordlnate  yourielTes,  after  the  old 
Buim,  to  tbe  Clasela  of  Ameterdam,  or  to  break  that  relation,  a  step  so  often 
■bewn  to  you,  as  the  way  to  complete  ruin.  The  6ynod  I*  yet  unaelllBhly  laborlDK 
lor  fgw  praepeclty,  yet  abe  baa  more  trouble  with  the  charcbea  of  New  York,  tban 
■It^  all  th«  otheri  In  tbe  West.  Except  for  the  t>e»t  iDtereete  of  Zlod,  tbe  Syaod 
wmld  rather  be  freed  from  tbla  trouble.  It  la  eicluelvely  for  the  glory  of  tbe  Great 
Dae  and  for  tba  proaperlty  of  bla  C'burch,  that  we  engage  In  aucb  labora. 

It  fan  eoDclude  to  withdraw  from  us,  consider  well  your  act,  and  bow  you  can 
uamt  It  before  Ood  aod  bts  boly  aogels.  In  that  day  wbea  all  mere  excuses  are 
Tita.  tttd  wlekedneas  atabds  oaked  before  the  Lord.  We  pray  yon,  brethren,  and 
ofairt  yon  In  the  Lord,  tor  tbe  sake  of  the  love  you  owe  yourselTea,  as  well  as  bla 
Ckotb;  for  tbe  aak«  of  tba  aalratioD  ot  soula,  for  the  sake  ol  tbe  mercy  shown  by  ' 
■bl  lowly  PrtDe«  of  Peace,  wboss  serranta  you  arc. — to  erold  these  erlls  now  menac- 
lat  Ike  Cbnrcb.  Bemain  aubordlnate.  In  conJunctloD  witb  tbe  other  bretbren,  who 
■I*  M  Inclined,  to  the  Claasls  of  Amsterdam.  Live  In  unity  and  peace.  Labor 
Mlonily  tosetber  In  God's  Tlneyard,  ye,  wbo  are  tbe  beralda  of  peace.  Cease  your 
Itry  Hal  lest  ye  be  consnmed.  But  If  our  eiborlattons  end  counsels  are  unable  to 
■en  yon  to  concord,  then  let  tbose  threatened  dansers  which  tbe  wrath  of  tba 
Dlthie  Uajeaty  Is  even  now  sendlag  upon  your  country,  be  tbe  meaas  of  bringing 
year  discords  to  an  eod :  for  by  such  thlnga  also  the  Church  would  be  troubled. 

Tbe  Ood  ot  peace  grant  that  you  may  dwell  together  In  beautiful  harmony,  for 
ttaetchi  Is  Ood'a  blessing  even   Lite  Eternal.     We   commend   you   to   God  and   the 
Word  ot  his  Grace,  and  sign  our  oBmes  In  lore, 
Bn.  Btra  and  Much-beloved  Brethren, 
Your  obedient  servants, 

Johannes  de  Lange,  Depp.  01.  h.  t.  Praeala. 

WInotdus  Bndde,  Serllia. 

IB  «nr  Claaalcal  Aaaembly, 
1,  Oct.  3.  1703. 


XhX  ClASSIS  O?  Au3TBRDAM  to  THB  CoiTFEBKNTIE,  OcTOBBB  S, 

1763.     Vol.  31,  Page  205.     No.  132. 

To  tbe  lllDlaters  who  call  tbemselrsa  the  Conferentle; 
Wortby  8ir»  and  Unch-belored  Brethren:— 

We  reeelTed  tbe  letter  sent  by  Rev.  Mr.  RItiema,  which  was  dated  June  S,  1763, 
■  few  day*  betore  the  last  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland.  (1763,)  and 
nail  It  with  great  satisfaction.  We  learned  therefrom  that  you  bad  Joyfully  read 
oar  daborata  letter  of  Jan.  lltb  (1763.)  and  ihat  tbe  sound  seDtlmcnta  expressed 
tbeiein  on  the  matters  In  dispnie,  between  yourselves  and  (boae  wbo  call  them- 
■Hve*  tbe  Ooettu,  wtir  gratifying  to  you. 

We  now  desire  to  Inform  you,  as  we  also  infom  the  ao-called  Coelna.  how  tbe 
■Mtters  respecting  the  liooks  of  Rev.  Leydt,  and  the  request  ot  the  said  Coetus, 
w««  treated  by  tbe  Classls  and  the  Synod,  and  what  couclnslona  were  reachedi 
•lao  the  action  taken  in  the  Synod  aboni  those  letters  written  In  ihe  name  of  Rev. 
Bltaema  and  the  Consistory  of  Jagertle  (Saugertles).  This  resnlled  In  tbe  complete 
^■Itnrwtlnn  of  Bar.  BItiema  In  refarence  to  this  buBlneas.  and  wblcb  fact  we  have 
eosDiDWitcated  to  bim  In  a  private  letter.     [See  next  letter.) 

Tfa*  "*■■*■  ot  Amsterdam  unanimously  approved  the  report  of  their  Committee 
■4  res  cMwws,  making  It  a  raaotntlon  of  CIbbbIb,  and  commissioned  their  delegate* 
M  tk*  ByBod  to  bring  It  before  that  body.     The  reanlt  was  that  that  High  Bcclest- 
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attlcal  Aasemblj  imaDlmonslj  adopted  tbe  Mine.  Of  tblt  taction  we  tend  700  a 
yerbatim  copy,  wbereby  700  will  not  onl7  understand  tbe  basla  on  wblcb  It  reata. 
bnt  will  also  tbe  better  understand  onr  former  letter  of  Jan.  lltb,  1763,  as  well 
aa  tbe  more  elaborate  treatment  of  tbe  same  In  tbe  Minutes  of  tbe  87nod  of  tbla 
7ear.  [JUI7  26.  1763.] 

In  reference  to  tbe  books  of  Rey.  Le7dt  and  publlsbed  at  Pblladelpbla,  b7  tba 
order  of  tbe  Cburcb,  (tbe  Coetns.)  after  prevlons  examination,  (we  remark:)  tbat 
tbe  Clasals  Informed  tbe  Cbrlstlan  S7nod  tbat  Rey.  Le7dt  bad  acted  yer7  Impertl- 
nentl7,  b7  speaking  In  an  Insulting  manner.  In  public  print,  not  onl7  of  tbe 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  but  also  of  tbe  Synod  of  Nortb  Holland;  tbat  be  bad  Injured 
our  feelings  most  keenl7  tbereby,  of  wblcb  we  give  several  examples.  We  also 
furtber  Informed  tbe  Synod  tbat  tbe  bretbren  wbo  styled  tbemselres  tbe  Confer- 
entle.  bad  publlsbed  an  answer  to  said  book  (of  Leyde.)  In  wblcb  tbey  bad  not  only 
controverted  blm  and  tbose  wbo  approved  of  bis  writings;  bnt  bad  also  ascribed  to 
tbe  Classis  of  Amsterdam  tbe  sole  rigbt  of  promotion  In  tbeir  (American)  Cburcb, 
and  bad  declared  tbemselves  perfectly  willing  to  remain  subordinate  to  tbe  Clasals 
of  Amsterdam. 

In  reference  to  tbe  requests  of  tbe  so-caUed  0>etus.  tbrougb  tbelr  delegate  Rev. 
Jacob  Rutse  van  Hardenberg,  wblcb  were  presented  In  writing,  and  advocated 
orally  by  blm;  namely,  to  cbange  tbe  Coetns  Into  a  Classis,  wltb  tbe  rigbt  of  pro- 
motion; and,  as  It  is  added  In  tbelr  letters  to  tbe  Cbrlstlan  Synod,  tbat  tbe  Coetua 
(or  American  Classis)  should  enjoy  tbe  rigbt  of  appeal  and  otber  privllegea.  Ilka 
tbe  other  members  (Classes)  of  this  Synod,  even  unto  that  time  when  tbe  Lord 
abould  so  extend  bis  Vineyard  In  your  regions,  tbat  Synodlcal  Assemblies  sbould 
also  neceasarily  be  constituted  tbere^ln  reference  to  these  several  matters,  th« 
Christian  Synod  unanimously  took  tbe  following  action:— 

*'Tbat  tbe  request  of  the  Coetus  has  largely  arisen  from  Ignorance  of  tbe  troa 
constitution  of  Church  Assemblies,  both  Classical  and  Synodlcal,  In  this  country; 
tbat  these  are  inseparably  connected  with  the  government  of  tbe  country;  and  that 
therefore  tbe  Coetus  of  New  York  belonging  under  another  (civil)  sovereignty,  can 
never,  either  wholly  or  In  part,  constitute  an  Inherent  part  of  this  Synod.  More- 
over, this  Synod  Is  affected  with  very  great  Indignation  at  tbe  insults  and  Indigni- 
ties put  upon  It,  as  well  as  upon  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  by  Rev.  John  Leydt,  lo 
bis  book,  which  was  also  published  by  him  upon  Church  authority,  after  previous 
visitation;  that  those  wbo  call  themselves  the  Coetus  have  thus  made  tbemselvea 
guilty  of  base  ingratitude  toward  their  benefactors,  wbo  have  so  long  labored  for 
their  welfare,  and  have  taken  so  much  trouble  for  tbe  benefit  of  tbe  Cburcb  of 
(the  I'rovlnce  of)  New  York.  Acting  thus  and  persevering  therein,  tbey  give  suffi- 
cient reason  to  tbe  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  to  tbe  Synod  of  Nortb  Holland  for 
withdrawing  themselves  altogether,  and  refusing  to  hold  any  furtber  correspond- 
ence wltb  them.  They  are  therefore  earnestly  admonished  carefully  to  ponder  tbm 
Injurious  and  ruinous  consequences  which  may  arise  therefrom,  to  the  genei«l 
confusion,  rending  and  even  destruction  of  their  churches.  For  such  results  tbey 
would  have  no  one  but  themselves  to  blame:  or  if  tbey  cut  tbemselvea  loose 
entirely  from  the  Netherland  Church,  they  will  mourn  over  tbelr  folly  when  It  la 
too  late.  Nevertheless  tbe  Synod  gladly  again  declares,  that  both  she  and  tbe 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  notwithstanding  all  this,  remain  inclined.  If  tbe  Coetua  will 
remain  subordinate  to  the  Classis,  and  thereby  to  this  High  Rev.  Assembly,  to 
exert  tbemselves  to  the  utmost  for  tbe  welfare  of  tbe  New  York  churches.  To  tbls 
end  we  admonish  them  once  more,  to  unite  themselves  together  In  love  into  one 
body,  laying  aside  all  differences  and  strife.** 

Behold,  then  Brethren,  those  points  of  dispute  which  have  occaaloned  so  mneb 
schism  and  strife  now  finally  decided  by  this  High  Ecclesiastical  Assembly.  And 
we  now  expect  of  you  the  fulfillment  of  your  promise,  tbat  you  will  perseveringly 
maintain  good-order,  according  to  both  divine  and  human  laws.  To  tbls,  indeed, 
you  have  bound  yourselves.  Ton  will,  therefore,  faithfully  adhere  to  tbe  Glasils 
of  Amsterdam  as  a  Higher  Assembly  (than  a  Coetns  or  Conferentle),  and  to  ber 
you  will  be  faithfully  subordinate  In  brotherly  love.  You  will  also  Inculcate  tbls 
on  those  new  brethren  who  you  have  recently  sought  and  obtained  from  tbe 
Faculty  of  Oronlngen.  [CTook,  Meyer  and  Kern.]  These  gentlemen,  although  imlss- 
Ing  tbrougb  our  city  (Amsterdam)  did  not  address  themselves  to  os.  We  also  think 
it  highly  befitting  tbat  you  abould  seek  for  ministers  whom  yoo  may  require  (In 
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InpHrt),  IbroDKb  the  Clnaila  or  AniBlenliim,  or  their  Committee  ad  rej  Micro*; 
or  11  iHit  Uiiongh  mrmbcra  of  that  CJoBals  to  ivbose  care  the  New  Cork  chnrcbea 
Ur  nininltled.  Or  II  an;  are  lenl  to  fou  from  othpr  giiartera.  the;  Bboald  rcrer 
tkDKlTe*  la  Da  In  order  to  receUe  our  exUortallona  how  to  carr?  themselToa 
JBjpMlj  and  In  due  auhordlnatlon  lo  our  Claasla. 

FlDitlj,  ve  desire  IrBlemnlJ)'  to  admonish  ;0D,  while  wc  nino  beacecb  70D  In 
at  Um,  to  torti  to  a  good  use  this  declaJon  of  Chat  Hli;h  Ecelvslaatlcal  Aiwemblj. 
Lm  It  be  of  advantaee  to  all  the  rhnrobea  of  the  WeMom  11  em  la  p  be  re.  bf  ths 
■MisnIlDa  ot  ■  bntberl;  nnltr  among  them.  Ma;  It  be  directed  as  maob  oa 
pealblc  Co  Ibat  end.  thai  jou  maj  be  reunited  Id  one  body  In  tbe  iMnds  nf  genalne 
knKbrrlj  love.  B7  the  faithful  preaehlni;  of  the  Gospel  ot  tbe  Great  Trlnce  bf 
Par*,  and  tbe  adornment  of  that  Uoapel  bjr  a  boly  and  devout  walk,  roil  mar 
IMm  Dthera  now  aeparated  from  yon,  10  fnlflll  their  dullea  more  faithfully  In  the 
Sarml  lIlnlatrjF  bf  a  proi>er  submlanlon  10  tbe  Clnaaln.  RerclTe  those  with  all 
til'iidllDeaa  and  lore  In  (be  Lard,  who  may  have  nonie  dlnpoalllon  lo  reunite  witb 
Jtm.  idd  who  may  sooner  or  later  manifest  It,  and  esteem  bigbly.  And  aa  we  bear 
ot  jKar  ilfalrs.  maj  IC  he  that  ynn  aland  fast  together  In  one  splrlC.  with  one  mind, 
tod  ibat  yon  are  strong  together  tor  the  faith  of  the  QosiMt. 

M17  tbe  Great  King  ot  the  Church,  who  lins  so  slrongly  eomniended  gentleneaa 
md  tgmlUly  of  heart  by  his  own  lovely  e:camrte.  be  pleased  lo  All  you  with  hia 
lot*.  4nd  to  gird  you  with  bis  power,  that  you  may  together  do  battle,  under  hla 
beanilfBl  Banner  of  l-eare.  for  Trnth,  Teare  and  GndllnesB,  to  the  Klory  of  his 
PMt  Name,  and  to  tbe  eilentlon  and  establishment  ot  bla  blessed  KInedom. 

Vlth  all  mendllneaa,  we  aign  ourselres. 

Worthy  Slra  and  Beloved  Brethren, 

John  de  t.ance.  Depp,  CI.   h.  t.  Traenfa. 

Wlnoldus  Budde.     Scrlba, 

Wtftim  Id  til*  namo  ot.  and  by 

Order  ot  tbe  Her.  Claasls  ot  Amsterdam. 

Aaaembled  October  Srd,  1T63. 

The  Ci.a5si3  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Joiis  Ritzbma,  Oct.  3, 
1763.     Vol.  31,  Pace  207.     No.  133. 

To  ReT.  JohtDDea  Rltiema,   Pastor  at  New  York, 
Brr.  Sir  and  Beloved  Brotber:— 

We  haTB  the  boDor  of  being  antborlxed  by  the  Synod  of  North  Ilollnnd  lo  write 
ta  yon  Id  yonr  vindleatlon.  beraufle  of  what  the  Claasls  ot  Amsterdam  and  the 
Brood  from  letter*  of  Rev.  L«ydt.  as  menCIoned  In  bl>  book. 

Tour  letter  iddreased  to  the  North  Holland  Synod,  under  date  of  Nov.  17G9,  and 
ttafins  l>««D  relamed  (or  Identlllcatlon,  was)  sent  bark  sRsln  with  a  poalBCrlpt. 
dated  Not.  21,  1TS2,  baa  been  read,  and  carefnlly  cnrnpsred  with  two  letters  men- 
boDed  Id  Ui«  Bynodleal  Acts  of  ITST:  one  being  from  the  Consistory  of  Jagertle 
iflanfvitlMT)  concerning  a  call  on  one  Van  der  Swan:  and  the  other  iparporting  to 
b*)  rroD  BcT.  RIticma,  enclosing  a  reqnesC  for  the  apprnvnl  ot  isld  call. 

Thoae  two  letter*,  aent  to  the  North  Holland  Synod  by  that  Consistory  were  at 
trat.  (being  taken  oat  of  the  Synodlcal  cheat),  made  known  to  ns  aa  Depntatl  ss 
Tea  Bxteraa.  and  were  also  ahown  to  (by?)  the  gentlemen  ot  the  Committee  to  the 
Bynod.      They  and  we  thoa  andecstand  the  matter: 

1.  That  a  letter  came,  Inclndlng  a  call  from  the  Consistory  of  Jagertle,  (Sangei- 
tlw).  addreaaed  to  tbe  Synod,  ITRT.  Rut  we  mast  conclude  that  this  call  waa 
atlber  fraDdolently  made  out,  or  chat  the  Consistory,  contrary  to  the  troth,  denied 
«rer  to  bare  written  auch  a  letter. 

2.  That  there  wae  also  found  a  letter  from  Rev.  RItiema,  la  connection  wItb 
tke  atiOTF-mentloned  reqoeat.  Bat  apon  a  comparison  ot  this  letter  with  other 
eaoiaannleatlona  of  Rev.  Rllaema,  It  la  evident  that  said  letter  Is  not  from  him. 
Id  addition  to  thla,  there  la  a  remarkable  dltference  In  the  aald  testimony  of  said 
penon  (tbe  aotbor  of  tbe  forged  letter.)  and  that  given  (more  recently)  by  Rev. 
SttHna.     Thaa  alM  the  dlttercnc*  In  apelllng  aod  atyta,  abows  that  It  contd  not 
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hare  come  from  the  hand  of  a  person  ncqunintod  with  the  proprieties  of  lnDSuns;(^ 
and  comi>o»itlon.  All  thU  oooaaionod  BiiHpiolon  In  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  that 
the  letter  had  been  forced  in  the  name  of  Rev.  Ritxema.  Pondering  thia  the 
Assembly  resolved  to  vindicate  you,  and  therefore  had  the  two  letters  copied  at 
the  expense  of  the  Synod,  sending  the  originals  to  you  in  order  to  ferret  out  thia 
fraud. 

This  report  was  changed  into  a  Synodlcal  resolution,  and  therefore  we  tend  tlie 
two  originals  to  you  to  find  out  about  this  deception,  because  of  the  Importance  <^ 
the  business,  namely,  the  calling  of  a  minister.  Oh!  that  such  deceivers  ml^bt 
fall  down  under  a  sense  of  shame  before  God,  who  will  punish  the  liar,  and  such 
as  turn  aside  from  the  way. 

Having  no  more  to  write  you  at  present,  we  close,  praying  for  your  welfare,  as 
well  as  that  of  your  family  and  ministry.  We  trust  also  that  the  arrival  of  Rer. 
Leadly  (Laldlle)  may  l>e  a  matter  of  great  Joy  to  yon  all,  and  a  blesalns  to  the 
congregation.  The  Classls  has  Just  approved  the  call  which  he  has  accepted,  and 
thus  silenced  the  two  persons  (officers)  and  eleven  members,  who,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Claasls,  opposed  the  call  of  an  English  minister.  We  hope  our  commanlcatlon 
may  produce  the  desired  effect. 

With  fraternal  love  and  affection,  we  consider  ourselves. 
Rev.  Sir  and  Brother, 

Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren. 

In  the  name  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam, 

Johannes  de  Lange,  Dc^p.  CI.  h.  t.  Praeala. 
Winoldns  Budde,  "        "     "   "  Scrtba. 

In  our  Classical  Assembly,  October  8.  1768. 


The  Cl^vssis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Opponents  of  Eev.  Laidub 
AS  English  Preacher,  Octorer  3, 1763.  Vol.  31,  Page  209. 
No.  134. 

To  the  Thirteen  Members  who  have  declared  themselves  against  the  call  of  ttt 
Rev.  (Archibald)  Leadly, 

Honored  Sirs  and  Brethren  : — 

Although   the  Classls   Is  not  accustomed   to   answer  letters  from   your  couBtryt 
addressed  to  her  by  private  parties,  yet  on  this  occasion  she  has  directed  ns  to 
reply  to  your  communication  of  July  22nd.  1763. — ^Tour  note,  to  which  joo  alliid% 
we  have   not  received.     Therefore  the  contents   of  your   letter   seemed   somewbal 
strange  to  us.     The  Classls  praises  your  seal  for  the  preservation  of  sound  doctrlM 
In  the  Church ;  but  with  this  you  have  also  Joined  a  special  seal  for  matntatailBff 
the  use  of  the  (Dutch)   language.     This  might  be  praiseworthy  too.  if  one  was  to 
understand  by  it  only  the  retention  of  the  clearness  of  expression  of  thought  of  that 
language,  in  reference  to  that  pure  Scriptural  doctrine,  as  Christ  has  given  w  to 
understand  It,  In  the  Reformed  Church.     But  If  you  mean  only  the  external  Qttc^ 
ances  of  that  language. — this  is  of  small  consequence  indeed,  and  we  are  neltlMr 
against  it  or  In  favor  of  it.  except  as  the  particular  circumstances  of  congregattoot 
require  that  their  preaching  should  be  In  one  language  or  another,  In  order  Hut 
they  may  the  better  understand  it     In  such  cases  the  leaders  of  the  chorch  aboald 
Indeed  act  carefully ;  yet  they  should  grant  the  request  of  those  who  desire  that  tha 
Everlasting  Gtospel  should  be  preached  unto  them  in  their  own  language.     For  tbt 
Inner  language  of  the  heart  Is  always  the  same — the  language  of  Canaan.     For  than 
reasons  the  Classls  have  granted  the  request  of  the  New  York  Consistory,  and  has 
allowed  them  to  call  a  minister,  who  can  preach  in  the  English  language,  the  pnra 
Reformed  doctrine,  according  to  the  Rules  of  the  National  Sjmod  of  Dort. 

Now  the  Classls  has  given  her  approval  to  this  request  In  the  following  way: 
1.  Because  many  members  of  the  Church  speak  the  English  language,  having  bssa 
brought   up   in   It  from   their   youth.     Not   understanding,   therefore,   the   Holland 
language  very  well,  they  are  prone  to  go  to  hear  ministers  of  other  denomlnatloiia 
who  differ  in  opinion  and  doctrine  from  the  Dutch  Reformed  CSiurdi. 
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3.  Bcanae  In  ttili  way  tit  riEhta  aod  prlilleeei  glrea  to  the  Dutch  Befaroied 

Ogrch  by  eluner,  ate.,  are  better  protected.     Better  aecurltr  ta  alao  thoa  ttaromi 

■nand  tbe  pmpertT  hj   vblch  the  mlnlitcra  are  aupported.  and  the  alma  collecttd 

tar  Iha  poor. — Under  tbeae  polnta  of  Tlew  yon  ahould   ponder  the  action  ol  tb« 

Ouala  In  Ihla  cnatlcr.  which  also  eiictlr  cotreipands  with  ;our  o«n  CeBtlmonr  (■■ 

ta  (Our  dralm,)   Damelj.  Tbe   Ualntenance  of   the  RlRhla  and   I'rlTllegei  of   tha 

Uomed  Chjrcbea.     Our   reaolutloD  also   correaponilB  with  jour  dealree   In  other 

u,  nimtl;,  that  the;  who  hereafter  ihuuld  be  choaen  to  the  aervlfe  of  the 

L  IHdera  and  deacona.)  ahould  inotl)   Buliecrllw  lo  the  aalarj  of  tbe  Engtiafa 

■laUttr.     Tbia  ■■  founded  on  Article  3,  In  which  It  la  said  that  eueb  oOlccra  of  the 

t  ■hall  bind  themaelTea  not  to  uae  church-prcpertr  eItsu  for  (he  aupporl  of 

li  ailnlatera  for  tbe  aalar;  of  English  apceklDg  mInlBters.— We  give  our  conaeDt 

Ott  (litre  ihould  be  In  the  future  two  Dutch  mlnlslera  to  preaeb  In  the  preaent 

Et-bnlidlDin ;  but  no  member  of  the  CouBlatory  la  obllEed  to  algn  hla  name  fol 

tbt  nlii7  of  an   Engllab   mlnlater.   eiirept   bo  far  aa  this:      that   be    (the    Bngtiah 

nulur)  ahall  receive  hla  aalar;  from  Toluntar;  gifta  which  donori  maj  aubacrlbe; 

■Iter  the  payment  of  aurb  aum.  tbe  extra  number  of  membcra  of  Conalator;  abalt 

Aurlba  tbclr   namea.     They   are  autborlied   to   pa;  iQCb    BUm    only    out  of   theae 

nliDtiry  f\tt:  and  not  out  of  tbe  funds  for  the  support  of  the  Dutch   minlitera. 

H  insrdlDg  to  Article  2.      Now   thia  matter,   looked   at  Id    Ibis   light,  correapoada 

Mrtiy  Kith  roar  Ideaa.  aod  ought  not  to  be  called  "  an  unheard  of  oppreaalon  of 

1  Tilt  ClanlB  finally  approve*  of  the  reaolnlInD  of  Conalatory,  beceuaa  the  objec- 
>>N>  brought  In  agalDit  It  concern  only  tbe  matter  of  language.  Tbey  aay  :  "  Whoa* 
I  »lil  not  deeply  feel  tbe  glrlng  np  of  Ihe  Dutch  languHgeT"  The  Claalla, 
Ter.  Iblnka  that  a  Htc  member  and  oTerseer  of  tbe  churcb  ahould  haT«  • 
.  -r  feellBR  In  reference  to  the  ruin  and  loaa  of  a  whole  congregatloD,  wblcb  tb* 
iMd  bad  gathered  together,  Tber  abould  bare  a  profonnder  tnlereat  In  tha  aonla 
1.  who  dealrc  the  aoMd  food  of  the  GoBpel  In  the  Engllab  language  and  from 
era  who  are  able  to  aerve  them. 
Brethren,  JubI  conalder  witb  a  aubmlaalve  heart  the  motlvea  which  compelled  tha 
ffw  Tork  Conalatory  to  call  an  BngllBh  apeaklng  mlnlater.  Forget  any  nndnly 
KNBg  worda  uttered  by  any  of  tbem  on  thIa  aubject.  If.  Indeed,  what  you  mention  cut 
lt>.  Blticma  !■  true.  Show,  rather,  your  leal  In  extending  the  Kingdom  of  Cbrlat 
nd  la  tmproTlng  your  former  metbodi  of  work.  Dear  brethren,  If  there  be  any 
■^latloD  Id  Cbrlat,  If  any  comfort  of  love.  If  any  fellowship  of  spirit.  If  any 
kowela  and  merclea.  fulfltl  ye  our  Joy.  by  permitting  us  to  hear  that  ye  are  of  oat 
■Ud  In  tbIa  matter.  May  unity  and  harmony  reault  from  this  call  upon  BeT. 
iMdly  (laldlte).  recently  pastor  at  Vllsaingen.  (Flushing.  Holland.)  He  la  as 
IwwraMe  man,  well-known  In  tbe  rhurchea  of  (the  province  of)  Zeeland.  of  plana 
dancter.  and  whoae  whale  aim  la  to  build  up  the  Churcb  of  Chrlat  on  cnrtb.  Uay 
tbt  adBoalUon  to  toie.  glren  by  Paul  to  the  divided  chnrcb  of  Corlntb.  be  applied 
ly  jowMlvea  (In  reference  to  Bev.  I.Bldlle)  :  "  Now  If  Timothy  come,  aee  that  h« 
■■y  tt  «lth  jou  without  fear ;  tor  he  worketb  tbe  work  of  tbe  Lord,  aa  1  alao  do. 
l«*o  Man  tbercTora  deaplae  bim:  bnt  conduct  bim  forth  In  peace."  (1  Cor.  IC  :10, 
11.) 

Hat  tfca  Iiord  bimielt  direct  bIm  In  bla  way  toward  yon,  and  make  yon  abound  In 
In*  lDwal4  each  other.     The  Lord  of  Peace  direct  your  hearla  to  the  lore  of  God 
M<  tf  all  ths  brethren.     It  la  our  eameat  desire  that  we  may  not  be  ditappolnted  In 
Sk  aor  bnpea.  white  we  conalder  onraelvea, 
B^  SIra  and  Bretbrcn, 

Toor  obtdlent  aerranU  tn  tha  Lord, 

Jnhannea  de  I.ange,  Depp.  CI.  b.  t.  Praeela. 
WInolduB  Budde.         "       "    "  "  Serlba. 
h  Ika  Xana  and  by  Anthorlty  of  tha  Claaala  of  Amaterdam, 

oetDbwsrt,  iras. 
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Chubch  of  New  York. 

N«w  Tork,  Oetober  6,  1768 

At  a  meettnc  of  the  Consistory,  It  was  resolyed  tlist  the  bonds  of  tho  trMaoi 
Adrain  Bancker,  Im  dellTered  to  one  of  the  elders  In  season  that  a  proper  seenr 
may  be  glTen. 

Present :     Domlnes  Rltsema  and  de  Ronde. 

Blders :       P.  Lott,  Cornelius  Bogart,  Cornelius  Clopper,  Simon  Johnson.  Thaodi 

Van  Wyck,  J.  Bogart,  Jr. 
Deacons:     P.  KetelUe,  Isaac  RooseTelt,  Dirk  Brlnkerfaoif,  Q.  Rappelye,  Jakot 
Rooserelt,  Gerard  Beekman. 


Opponents  of  English  Preaching. 

October  20,  ths  day  of  eleetioB 
of  Consistory. 

I,  the  undersigned,  on  entering  the  Consistory  Chamber,  was  accosted  Itj  M 
Jacobus  Btoutenberg,  who  asked  If  he  and  his  could  be  admlttied  to  a  Tots  : 
consistory.  I  answered  that  when  consistory  was  opened,  I  would  reply  to  him  : 
their  name.  The  matter  being  proposed  to  the  Consistory,  they  gsTS  answsr 
him  In  the  Doophuls  that  they  thought  his  party  had  no  TOte  acoordinc  to  tl 
Charter. 

Whereon  a  paper  was  presented  by  CoL  Henry  Cnyler,  the  treasurer  De  P^vti 
Jacobus  Rooseyelt,  Nicholas  Bayard,  and  signed  by  more  than  100  membsn  tlM 
present,  desiring  that  the  Consistory,  In  the  election,  would  abide  by  the  old  eogfeM 
now  so  long  In  use.  This  was  made  known  to  Btoutenberg  and  his  party  wltk  ik 
request  that  they  would  yield  thereto.    This  they  refused  to  do. 

Whereupon  they  desired  to  come  Into  the  Consistory  Chamber,  ths  cttMltlm 
haying,  according  to  custom,  finished  the  election  and  gone  away.  TiMy  •!■ 
requested  me  to  take  part  with  them.  This  I  Justly  declined,  harlng  already,  M 
President,  directed  the  meeting.  They  pressed  Into  the  Consistory  Chamber,  nl 
finally  came  to  my  house,  and  wished  to  give  up  to  me  the  (names  of  the) 
chosen  by  them,  and  certified  to  by  two  witnesses.  This  In  like  manner  I 
So  another  day,  the  persons  chosen  came  to  my  house  and  demanded  the  bosk  I 
order  to  put  their  names  therein.  Twice,  I  refused  to  give  It,  and  th^  dspaifirf 
This  I  certify  took  place. 

J.  Rltsema,  p.  t.  FrssMsHt  . 

On  the  21st  of  November,  1763,  order  was  given  to  the  treasurer,  aceordlng  to  tti 
resolution  of  consistory,  to  pay  to  domlnes  Rltsema  and  De  Ronde,  each  £80.  fm  li 
Interest  of  £2000.  due  May  1764,  according  to  what  was  formerly  allowed  tUm  4 
their  previous  request. 

J.  Rltsema,  p.  t.  Praaldwt 


Petition  of  Maxy  Members  of  the  Dutch  Church  of  Nb« 
York,  to  the  Consistory,  to  Continue  to  Elect  Offiohi 
IN  THE  Old  Way,  Namely,  by  the  Choice  of  the  Consisto«| 
Alone.     Oct.  20,  1763.  J 

To  the  Rev.  and  Worthy  Consistory  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Chureh  oC  M 
City  of  New  York :—  '    | 

The  Petition  and  humble  request  of  us,  the  underwritten,  commonlcaBts  si^ 
said  church,  sheweth — ^That  the  Petitioners  have  been  credibly  Informed  that  « 
of  the  communicants  of  the  said  church  Intend,  on  the  day  appointed  1iy  the  CI 
of  the  said  church  for  electing  Blders,  Deacons  and  Choreh  Masters,  to 
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i«t*  for  Elden,  DeacoDa  tiiil  Chareh  Haitcri,  coDtrair  to  tbe  oM  limrlable  nuse 
Ud  cuMMn  of  tbe  laid  chnrch,  before,  aod  ilnce  obtBlDlDg  tbe  said  Cbarter:  That 
«i  jDdte  as  clvctloD  b;  the  commoiilcaiiU  Be  an  iDfrlDgemeDt  OD  tbe  eonatltuClon  of 
m  ehnith,  and  tendlns  to  ralie  heate,  controierBlee  and  aDlmoelllee  among  the 
■wit>ii  thereof,  contrarr  to  that  tore  and  eateem  which  ougbt  to  aubelat  amonc 
B«  ptofcnora  of  CbrlatlaDlt;.  Our  earoeit  requeet  aod  desire  therefore  la,  tbat 
Ikt  Kit.  and  Worth;  Conelatorr  will  bj  do  meane  deTlsle  from  tbe  old  conetlta- 
llMal  Bethoda  of  eleetlog  Bldera,  L>eBconi  and  Church  MasterB,  but  proceed  therein 
M  eaaal.  Botwlthitandlng  an;  attempt  eontrar;  thereto :  and  we  do  herebj  promise 
■rt  tavie  peraonallr  to  attend  on  the  dar  aforesaid,  at  the  Dutch  Church,  tber*  to 
apte  lo  the  election,  Domination  and  ippolntmcDt  that  aball  be  made  b;  70D, 
ateordlii  to  tbe  usage  aod  conBtltntlon  aforesaid.  We  prar  Ood  to  heal  tbe  onbappr 
tticd]  li  onr  cborcb  ;  and  are,  with  great  esteem,  etc. 

Col.  Benrr  Cojler. 

Treasurer  De  Pereter. 

JakobuB  BooeeTelt. 

Nlebolas  Barard. 

And  more  than  100  otbar  names. 

Gkbuan  Rzfobued  Church,  New  York. 
BtF.  J(An  M.  Kem. — German  Church  joins  Classia  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York,  October  28th,  1763. 

On  tbs  occasion  of  tbe  anlTal  of  tbe  ttererepd  Jobnnn  MIcbeal  Eem  froni  Qer- 
Mlj,  as  mtnlater  of  Ood'a  word  to  tbe  Oennan  Reformed  Congregation  In  New 
h^  on  the  18th  lost,  the  Conslstorr  thought  It  advisable  to  meet  to  conaDlt  abont 
'  As  MB*  and  other  topics;  wblch  tber  did  accordingly  on  the  above  date. 

AtsaMa  Will.  Bebaatlan  Btepbnng,  Jobanuea  Mejer— BIdrr*. 

Abnkaa  bnng,  DtaeiM;  with  other  members  of  the  congregatJon,  aa 

Wilklli  b  Win,  Johannes  Bemlng,  Philip  Unller. 

Iks  fallowing  polnta  were  dlscnsaed,  and  It  was  reeolTed: 

tat.  Tbat  to  prevent  all  contentions,  we  unite  with  the  Ctasela  of  Amaterdam  or 
••  4rnod  or  Holland,  and  that  tbe  Low  Dutch  Ministers.  Dom.  Rltiema  and  De 
■bbAs,  be  conferred  with.  In  order  to  csnj  this  reaolre  Into  eiecntlon. 

Sad.  Tlut  Dom.  De  Eonde  prepare  a  proper  report  according  to  the  ardor  of  tbe 
L»w  Dateh  Chnrch,  neceasarr  for  the  above  application. 

lid.  That  the  Tcarl7  aalar;  of  our  mtnlater.  Rev.  Kem,  be  one  hnndrcil  ponnda. 
■dl  the  outstanding  debts  of  tbe  church  are  liquidated;  when  the  anld  Bulnrr  shall 
fee  raised  to  tha  same  anionnt  paid  onr  last  minister,  vie.  one  hundred  and  llttr 

Sir  William  Johnson  to  the  Lokiw  oi'  Trade. 
Missionaries  among  the  Indians.     Indian  Prayer  Book. 

Johnson   Halt,   Noromber  13,   1703. 

Mf  Lords,  In  obedlenca  to  jonr  LordBhlpB  comninmlH  of  Ihn  n(h  of  AiiRust  last. 
lis*  do  myself  tbe  bononr  of  writing  my  iH?nt1ment<>  rnncerning  Inilinn  affnirs 
■i  *r  transmitting  the  twat  atate  I  am  able  at  present,  of  the  sevcml  Nations 
■kUa  mr  department,  with  whom  I  have  hitherto  bad  lnter<M>urse. 

'  Aastker  natter  extremely  esapntlal,  will  be  a  chcilce  of  proper  Mlaslonsrles  to 
4r  auoogst  tbe  Indiana  In  their  own  Vl[la):es:  many  of  tbe  present  Missions 
MtaMlsbed  at  settlements  on  the  aea-Blde.  where  the  Nations  formerly  residing 
barsHS  axtlnrt,  or  reduced  to  an  IncatiBldernble  number,  whilst  other  Mlsslon- 
i  Bi*  aitowed  a  double  core,  or  live  In  our  towns;  so  tbat  two  or  three  visits 
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Country  affords;  by  which  means  the  worthy  design  of  the  Society,  Is  In  a  great 
measure  defeated.  There  have  been  other  Missionaries,  who  have  too  ofteo  nasd 
their  Influence  In  obtaining  grants  of  Lands,  which  gives  the  Indians  the  most 
unfavorable  opinion  of  their  worldly  and  Interested  views.  The  Mohawks  lately 
told  me.  that  they  apprehended  the  reason,  they  had  not  Clergy  as  ft>rmei1y 
amongst  them,  was,  because  they  had  no  more  land  to  spare. 

The  French,  who  greatly  outstripped  us  in  making  Proselytes,  sent  Jesuits  and 
others  amongst  the  Indians,  who  lived  in  their  Castles,  and  took  care  to  fora 
them  by  their  Immediate  example  and  precept.  I  fear  we  shall  be  unable  to  pio- 
cure  such  persons  amongst  our  Clergy,  but  I  would  humbly  recommend,  tht 
necessity  there  is  for  sending  some  such  persons  to  reside  amongst  the  Mohawks 
and  Oneldaes  in  particular;  these  two  nations  having  a  very  Religious  turn,  and 
desire  for  learning  the  Christian  Religion,  in  which  many  of  them  are  become  great 
proficients,  reading  the  Liturgy  and  preaching  amongst  themselves,  to  pranott 
which,  I  have  caused  a  new  edition  of  the  prayer  book  etc.,  to  be  printed  In  thrfr 
own  language,  with  some  necessary  additions.  Two  youths,  a  Mohawk  and  ai 
Oneida,  whom  I  sent  to  school,  being  returned,  and  appearing  very  aealonsly  and 
devoutly  inclined,  deserve  the  notice  of  the  Society;  as  from  their  connection  and 
resdence,  they  would  prove  of  much  use;  for  I  observe  with  regret,  that  few  of 
our  people  can  be  found,  who  will  sacrifice  the  advantages  and  enjoyments  of  Ufli 
to  reside  in  their  Villages*  without  which,  they  are  of  little  utility. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  most  profound  respect.  My  Lords,  Tour  Loid* 
ships'  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Wm.  Johnson. 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vil,  pp.  572.  579,  580.  58t 

CORRJESPONDENCE   FrOM   AMERICA. 

The  Conforentle  to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  November  17,  170S.    Vol  Sl^ 

page  69.     No.  340. 

Reverond  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ:— 

We  hnd  the  honor  to  announce  to  you  on  the  8th  of  June  of  this  year,  that  it. 
had  received  your  welcome  letter  of  the  11th  of  January,  on  the  5th  of  JoMb, 
together  with  that  nddreflsed  to  the  so-called  Coetus:  and  also  one  to  us,  a 
mlttee  of  four,  on  the  affairs  of  Queens  County.  What  has  been  done  In  that 
we  hereby  let  you  know. 

We  have  spoken  several  times  to  Mr.  Keteltas,  and  have  done  all  in  our  po»«' 
to  mnke  his  Rev.  understand  his  errors,  and  to  bring  him  to  right  views.  At  tiSMV 
tbpRe  efforts  seemed  to  bear  some  good  fruit;  but  at  last  his  stubbornness  was  tiOf 
exhibited,  so  that  we  could  not  escape  his  misrepresentations :  for  example,  **ti  If 
we  thought  that  the  truth  was  simply  to  be  found  In  the  Dutch  Reformed  Chuitfc;* 
**that  we  blindly  followed  those  theories  with  regard  to  the  Eternal  Generatioo  <(; 
the  Son."  All  this  has  had  such  effect  upon  the  congregation,  that  they  have  elk 
loose  from  his  Rev.,  without  Its  having  caused  any  great  division  in  the  congrefi^ 
tion.  He,  however,  still  lives  right  among  them.  Only  a  few  can  yet  be 
who  cling  to  him,  as  Is  evident  from  the  Call,  which  accompanies  this  letter, 
speaks  for  itself  and  we  have  little  to  say  about  It.  I 

One  thing,  however,  Is  desired  by  us.  Inasmuch  as  the  Call  has  been  writWg 
by  Rev.  Ulplanus  Van  Slnderen,  as  moderator,  and  therefore  our  customs  hM^ 
been  observed  In  the  Call  itself;  yet  it  is  not  meant  that  the  whole  ClaBSb  v 
authorized  to  look  out  for  a  minister,  but  that  this  authority  should  be  simply  ee^fe 
ferred  upon  the  Deputatl  ad  Res  Exteras;  that  to  them  full  power  is  given  to  U0li 
around  for  a  qualified  man;  and  when  one  is  found  to  present  him  to  the  Clairi^ 
and  that  the  whole  Classls  then  execute  It.  ^^ 

Further  we  must  observe  that  the  congregation  desires  a  speedy  ezecutton  of  ^'B 

calL     We  are  aware  also  of  the  difficulties  in  finding  an  opportunity  to  send  1 1 

later  direct  from  Amsterdam.     If.  therefore,  it  should  happen  that  no  fit  ofl 

tunlty  should  be  found  at  Amsterdam,  that  then  he  shoald  be  sent  «ta»  hi^ 

beeaiue  the  need  of  the  congregation  requlree  an  much  epeed  ts  pontflila.    Wli( 
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wt  but  bopB  that  Ood  mar  >>■«••  Toar  eflorti,  and  tlut  700  mar  aend  a  woTtbj 
pnMi,  wbo  (ball  ivspODd  to  the  plana  Dadertaklng  of  the  coDgregatlon;  and  that 
Iktnbr  the  war  mar  be  fnrtber  opeDed,  to  aroDHe  the  dealiea  of  other  coOKrega- 
ttaa  to  bar*  mlnlatera  aeot  from  the  Fatherland. 

W«  aimoanc*  our  IntcntloD  of  mectloE  IQ  October,  with  regard  to  tbe  abOT* 
MMd  letter  of  tbe  Sot,  Ciaaala.  We  eipoctei)  that,  In  ibe  meaDtlme,  ire  aboold 
nerire  a  farther  reply  about  the  aecond  pamphlet  of  Rer.  (John)  Lerdt.  aa  well  M 
Ifcil  at  RcT.  Rltwma.  In  anawer  to  It:  a*  alao,  what  baa  been  dooe  bj  tbe  Commla- 
Maotr,  tat  tha  Coetni)  Bardenbergb.  Bat  we  most  aa;  chat  our  expectatlona 
MOeito  h^T*  been  dlaappolnted:  for  Rer.  Bardenbergb  hia  given  ua  no  Infonna- 
Itai  whatcTer,  (aboot  bit  Tlslt  to  Holland),  not  even  a  alngle  word,  allhoagh  «e 
tan  been  aome  bouri  In  bla  cotnpsn;.  Only  we  bear  tbit  It  was  not  accordng  to 
Hi  italr*.  Ther«  la  a  nuuor  alio  that  Rev.  (John)  Lerdt,  who  now  seems  to  b« 
*Ne  with  na,  will  take  ap  hla  pen  agsluat  the  Clossla.  There  are  atUI  farther 
paati  of  ttaelr  obatlnicy  of  parpoae,  for,  Joat  before  the  arrival  of  Hardenbergh, 
Orr  bare  again  made  three  candldatea:  end  we  are  told  that  tber  will  be  Installed 
h  lln  coDgragatlon  at  the  lint  opportanltj. 

Wllh  ngard  to  the  cbarcb  of  Fishltlll:  It  baa  gone  to  such  an  extreme  that 
ilBiMt  tbe  entire  congregation  la  separated  from  tbe  Consistory.  They  want  ■ 
Wiliter  from  Holland:  wbllat  tbe  majorlly  of  the  consistory,  wbo  can  get  scarcely 
tn  Bemben  of  the  congregation  to  agree  witb  Ihem.  want  to  forve  In  one  of  Iheae 
inir  made  ministers.  The  result  will  abow  what  sncb  condaet  will  Qnally  produce, 
nis  mocb  Is  certain,  tbat  tbo  eyes  of  moat  of  (he  ppnple  nre  gpltlng  opened. 
W*  can  see  no  otber  way.  In  tbis  aftalr.  bnt  that  this  clique  declare  Itself  Inde- 
jmilnil:  and  that  Iben  the  congregations  all  over  the  country,  be  provided  with 
alnlaters  who  adhere  10  the  Constitntlon  of  the  Dutch  Refonnpd  Church.  One  of 
■  otnt  to  tbe  trouble,  tbia  spring,  to  attempt  to  settle  the  dllDcultlcB  at  Tappan. 
Indred.  the  foandatlnn  thereto  vaa  settled  by  a  written  cnntmct.  But  ntter  hla 
tfMrture  from  oa.  the  domlne  circulnterl  that  hp  hnil  been  JUBIIfled.  This  opset 
*retythlng  again.  The  dnmlne  there  recelvps  Utile  more  thnn  half  of  bis  anlnry, 
>Dil  there  are  atlll  thirty-nine  beads  of  tamlllps  noiter  dtKMpllne. 

ITe  are  atlll  eipecllng  two  Tes».elB  from  Amsterdnni.  Ihe  Iloalon  and  the  Smith. 
By  the*e  we  boi>e  to  receive  SDme  tidings:  else  we  must  reritiest  the  Classls  to 
vrlTe  OB  i>la  London,  let  It  coat  what  It  mny.  This  la  In  order  tbat  we  may  meet 
Mit  tprlsg  to  aettle  up  things  here,  acconllng  to  the  best  ne  can  do.  It  wonid 
aba  be  very  kind  If  the  Clnssls  would  be  pleased  to  ui^e  those  of  Albany  to  do 
tbeir  daly.  Domlne  n'esterlo  Is  well  Inclined  thnt  way,  but  his  coaststory  seemi 
t»  hare  no  desire  for  II. 

Beiewltb  we  mast  now  cinse,  with  tbe  hope  and  expectation  tbat  Jehovah  God, 
«to>«  canac  we  Intend  to  mnlntaln,  mny  plrcnallipit  us.  to  quench  nil  illsorders, 
«B|  to  maintain  all  order  In  our  midst.  We  also  bnpe  that  tbe  Rpv.  rinssis  will 
Bsl  deny  n»  Ihe  needed  aid;  hut  th«t  they  will  nwlst  us  with  nil  their  might. 
TVn  we  cnnnot  eipect  otherwise  than  that  all  dlfflcultles  with  refrnrrt  to  these 
tiaira  will  soon  find  an  end. 

Wa  sign  onnelve«  with  tbe  greatest  venemtlon  and  respect.  Rot.  Sin.  Fathera 
aad  Bretbren  In  Ubrlit, 

Tonr  Reva.  obedient  serrnnis, 

Joannes  Bltzema 
Lamhertns  de  Rnnrte 
tJ.  van   Slndcrcn,   V.   D.  M. 
Jnhannes  CsKparus  Ruttel. 
Ubc  Island.  Not.  17,  1763. 

OoRKESPONnKSCE   FitOM    AmkRICA. 


llgM  Be*.  Sir  and  Uoch  Esteemed  Brother:— 

_IUTlax  tacard  that  your  Rev.  la  one  of  the  rteputati  ad  Rei  Eiteraa,  I  take  lb* 
I  yonr  Rev.  with  a  friendly  snd  earnest  reqaeat,  and  aaking  your 
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roar  HeT.  must  b&Te  hc(.rd  thit  on  account  of  the  IncreulnB  uM  Of  tbc  BaglUb 
tSDSue  over  bcra,  and  tlie  decrviBlnR  ii*e  of  the  UnCch,  our  CoDilatorr  aad  coDire- 
Bmllon  generallT  bare  found  ttirmsetiea  coniclrutloualj'  comiteJled,  In  order  to- 
ntmin  TCund  h:TaDBel1cBl  doclrloe,  to  oti  another  nlDliter  vbo  shall  preach  Ln 
Bnsllib.  allhough  called  according  to  the  (Dutch  CburcbJ  CooatitutloD.  Tha  Call 
baa  already  been  sent  to  Ilollaad.  DOlwItbalandlDit  iDUCh  trouble  already  experi- 
enced on  account  of  It.  and  mor«  wblcb  we  mar  jet  experience  from  a  conatant,  bot 
nnreaiionabie  oppoaltLon. 

Bnt  bealde*  tbla  useful  effort  of  the  Conalatorj,  It  baa  aleo  plesaed  the  Dlapoeer 
of  all  tbluKa,  to  allmulate  me,  hla  unwortby  aerTant.  to  attempt  aomethlns-  wblcb 
•bortif  before.  I  would  hardly  bave  thoueht  poaalble.  I  percelra  the  great  need  at  S 
tranilitlon  of  the  Ileldelbers  Catechism  Into  EnRllih  In  order  that  old  and  yoont 
■nisht  obliln  a  correct  view,  throajih  that  language,  of  our  Keformed  and  coDaolatorj 
doclrlnei.  and  thua,  under  the  Inauence  of  (be  Spirit  be  kept  from  going  aitraf, 
after  the  Tarloua  aecta  and  aeducera  la  our  midit,  1  waa,  Indeed,  deeply  conaclnna 
of  my  InaulBclency  in  thia  dIBlciilt  (Enellah)  lanKuage.  Bat  I  Implored  the  Lord's 
aaalatance  and  eallKbtenmenC :  and  after  three  montba  labor,  by  day  and  often  by 
nlgbt.  1  succeeded  in  producing  a  Syilem  of  Trutb.  or  a  Compeodluin  of  Dtrtne 
Truth  aftpr  the  plan  of  tba  Heidelberg  Catechism.  It  followa  the  method  of  expo- 
altlon  In  the  t'atherland  by  ortbodox  mlnlatera  tbere.  It  alao  cootalna  a  amnll 
treatlae  for  little  children  wbo  bare  Juat  begun  to  pinck  the  fruit  of  dlvtne  troth 
by  meana  of  tbe  Engllib  tongue.  Tbua  also.  If  the  Lord  will,  we  aball  soon  begin  to 
Instruct  our  grown  up  people.  In  the  principle*  of  our  faltb,  aa  It  la  In  Cbrlst,  In 
that  same  innirue. 

Tbe  production  of  Ibli  work  baa  been  not  only  of  considerable  satiatactlon  to  onr 
own  coDgreKBtlon.  which  la  Breilly  pleased  thereat,  and  aeea  a  apeclat  Prorldence  In 
Its  preparation  Juat  now,  and  Is  very  grateful  to  Jehovah  therefor :  but  It  Is  alao 
Tery  acceptable  to  the  I'rofesaorg  In  the  Preabyterlan  College  and  to  the  inembera  of 
tboae  churchea;  for  It  Is  believed  It  will  be  useful  to  their  atudenta  and  otbers. 
8atis«iuently  I  also  aaw  more  clearly  why  (iod  called  me  to  tbis  undertaking;  foe 
tbere  are  many  errorlats  among  ua,  such  as  MarsTlans,  Anabaptists,  Armlnlana  and 
olbera.  Agalnat  these  1  have  alwaya  been  very  lealoua  In  my  preacblt)g.  But  I 
never  knew  before,  nor  could  I  hare  Imagined  what  other  kinds  of  errorlsta  dwelt 
in  our  verj-  midat.  but  tbeae  hare  now  burst  suddenly  forth  upon  my  Tlsloik.  since  I 
bare  come  lo  understand  KngUsh  and  have  published  my  System  of  Trutb  In  tbat 
tongue.  Tbeae  others  are  Antlnomlana  and  Fscatlca.  who  bare  Issued  writing! 
prepared  lu  a  very  siibile  n-ny.  and  under  the  guise  of  Gospel  truths.  They  came 
over  from  England,  that  breeding  place  of  heresy,  and  are  not  only  mlnlatera.  but 
others  also.  Tbclr  tlovtrlnes  are  very  easy  aud  pleasant  to  the  flesb,  and  bare  beea 
already  embraced  by  many  of  our  own  memhera.  There  Is  a  so-called  minister 
amoni;  Ibem.  of  the  Sccedcrs  of  tbe  Scolcli  Cliurch,  and  who  recommenda  theae 
heretical  books. 

For  such  reasona  have  I  puWIshed  my  "  System  " :  and  !t  Is  by  such  aa  tbeav 
referred  to.  that  our  ratcrhlsui  la  so  dreatlfulty  slandered.  Kven  I  em  called  M> 
Armlnlnn.  because  I  Insist  on  i:o>id  works  lielng  manireated.  and  require  obedience 
to  the  Word  of  God.  as  on  eiiprfii«l<m  of  Kratllude  (for  redemption)  :  but  they  do 
not  require  such  things.  They  want  only  the  act  of  Faith,  founded  on  a  mere 
persuasion  tbat  nil  one's  sina  are  f.Tslv™.  or  on  One's  own  full  assursnee  thereof. 
without  any  cvUlrni-e  from  the  Word  of  God  or  from  persousl  experience  of  Ood'« 
grace.  They  Bhsolutclj-  forbid  any  one  In  hove  any  doubts;  although  they  do  not 
reiiulre  any  prevUniH  rfT^ntnui'e  or  bumlllnilon  for  sin.  tjcfore  hoping  for  Oad*a 
favor.  But  this  cannot  be.  Such  la  only  a  make-believe  faltb.  They  are  not 
required  to  core  almut  conviction  of  sin.  nor  need  they  Ilgbt  agalnat  it.  TbeT 
assert  that  their  method  Is  heat  for  Iwlleyers,  That  they  muat  simply  love  Ood  ; 
that  Ibey  ean  love  him.  If  they  only  know  tbat  lie  baa  loved  them  In  Cbrlst;  tha.t 
otherwise  God  seems  only  hateful. 

But  alas '.  what  wickedness  la  this !  Where  la  Iben  the  love  wblcb  Ood  Is  wortta? 
ta  receive  from  believers,  because  he  Is  that  Being  who  ought  to  be  feared  from  ksfta 
very  nature,  becauK  he  Is  so  glorious,  and  boly,  and  trnlb-loTlng.  BTen  If  the** 
irer«  no  benven  to  be  boped  for.  men  ought  always  to  love  him  witb  •  lore  at  oim«« 
glovrlng  aaa  ardent.  (See  Pa.  73  ana  C»irt\c\ea  6.\  t-iia  tHen  on  aeeonnt  of  t»" 
I>/e««fiig>  wblcb  be  beatowa  on  ua  \ik  Jeans  Cbt\«t  \i\»  «at,  ^«  <vii&&  >*  ^KfiAs^  <* 


OF  THB  Statu  of  Nbw  York.  3906 

tres 

■vCer  eondemnatlaii.  Bnch  a  Iotb  !■  worth;  of  all  thankfalaen.  Would  It  not  b« 
«aly  B  form  of  •elt-IOTi  to  repreicDt  It  dlfffrentl;.  Tct  micli  ■  lore  of  Ood  (tonnded 
OB  our  own  telf-Ion)  the;  dUsracelallr  preaa  apoa  ub.  Tbe;  do  Dot  proper); 
KTcre  that  Eialtod  BcIdk,  (for  what  Ha  li  Id  lllmatlf)  ;  befota  whom  ctod  •erapha 
Tall  their  taeaa. 

ThU,  with  other  matten,  which  I  bope  will  come  noder  the  >faa  of  yoar  Ben., 
kaTC  eonipellcd  m*  thai  to  write  For  I  bear  tbat  my  "  Bfitem  "  has  been  greatl; 
depreciated  b;  •ome  of  tbeac  errorlata  In  onr  own  concreKatlon,  and  b;  otbera  out- 
)ldc,  tboogh  belonsliiK  1°  the  Reformed  Faith.  Yea,  It  h»  even  been  publlabed  from 
the  polplt  tbat  If  an;  one  has  an;  objectloni  to  brlns  SEaloet  It.  or  If  It  ba  contrar; 
U  oar  Article!  of  Faith,  that  aneb  objeetori  abould  be  pleased  to  addreaa  tbem- 
MlTea  to  onr  Cotulatoc;,  In  order  tbat  tbe  truth  or  falaehood  of  mj  view*  might  ba 
Bade  manlfeat :  and  tbat  the  matter  mlgbt  be  dealt  wllb  according  to  Church  Order. 
Bat  np  to  the  present  time  no  auch  objector  has  appeared.  Nevenbeleaa,  the  mis* 
nyreseatatlona  continue. 

There  are  also  some  who  formerlj  attended  mj  cburcb,  person*  In  whom  I  had  had 
mat  eonfldence  and  who  held  dallj  conTerse  with  me.  but  who  now  come  out 
Ofealj  and  follow  these  antlnomlan  mlnUtera ;  and  maa;  do  the  same  amoag  tboa* 
»<altrd  Coetus  biethren.  Tbeae  latter  continue  to  reb«l  BKalnst  the  Her.  Claaals, 
■ad  are  b;  no  means  free  from  the  contagloo  ol  these  same  erroca.  as  I  aball  proTe 
teraa  with  sufficient  reasons.  But  (he;  thereby  show  what  spirit  the;  are  possessed 
<(.  These  tbinn  pain  me  In  my  heart,  and  oKeo  drive  me  to  the  throne  of  God  to 
rnj  that  he  would  be  eraclous  lo  ZIon  and  heal  all  (be  wounds.  But  I  consider 
It  IB  honor  to  suffer  obloqu;  tor  Jesus'  sake.  Oh  Ibnt  Qod  would  prepare  me  to 
■sltr  affliction.  If  need  be,  a*  well  as  all  who  are  called  thereto. 

IlMnwblla  I  think  It  to  be  m;  dul;  to  use  all  poBiiltile  means  (o  tr;  to  aave  man; 
•1  these  poor  IgnoraDt  souls:  to  strive  to  prevent  theae  noiloua  urowtha  from 
■pmdiDg  an;  further  in  (hia  fleld  (IK.  acre)  of  Gmra  Church,  nnd.  If  jwaslble.  to 
tnirpate  them  root  and  branch.  I  have,  therefore.  (bmiRht  violl  to  send  over  lo 
jn  DI  ■■  Sjstem  ot  Trutli  ",  for  j'oiir  InKpirtlon.  K  coutniOB  (In  Enellsb)  the 
tHtiaentals  of  our  Christian  religion,  nceordlnt;  (o  (be  teachlnga  ot  the  Heidelberg 
CitKhlnn.  arranRcd  In  clear  qMcatlons  and  onswerii.  Thcs?  will  lie  useful  In 
tatmcUng  persons  (who  prefer  nnRllsh)  In  onr  pure  ConfesBJon  of  Faltb.  etc.  I 
■■4  It  to  tbose  Bev.  gentlemen,  Messrs,  Lonj^uevtlle  uud  Bllnshall.  minlalers  of  tb« 
tirtlih  speaking  Church  in  Amsleriinm;  |na  also  a  book  of  a  cerlnln  man  named 
Hirrtall.  called  "  C.ospel-Mjater;  ")  :  I  send  It  to  (I 
EUlib.  and.  according  (o  directions  given,  the;  will  ri 

•»*  lecnre  sn  eiprcBslon  of  opinion  on  m;  publlcallon.  I  iruBt  that  the  rbt. 
CUnIi  will  be  pteaBed  to  send  their  apprnbntlon  by  the  nrat  opportiinit;.  written 
Itib  Id  Dutch  and  In  English,  tbat  I  mo;  Lie  relieved  ftom  the  painful  obloquea  and 
■ludtrioga  uttered  agalnat  me :  and  that  ni;  labors,  duue  In  all  ulnrerlt;  for  thirteen 
Wrapast,  ss  Ite  Judge  of  hearts  knoBS.  and  as  mj  connrpcatlon  can  also  tesdf;, 
Mr  ao(  be  Impeded. 

I  alto  make  request.  If  the  Hl^h  Rev.  Assembl;  think  well  ot  It.  (hat  the  Itev. 
Omli  would  eiprpBS  their  dlsapprohallon  of  that  prroueouB,  soul  destroying  book, 
(Uuihall.  above  alluded  to.  generally  styled  "  Marshall  on  Saurtmcatlon  "l  also  sent 
•Wt,  This.  Instead  of  Inciting  a  person  to  real  holiness,  wlilth  1b  so  beautiful  In 
*ie;(i  of  the  Iloly  One  of  Israel,  rather  leads  him  Into  jrreater  self  «ecur1t;  and 
"nltmneia.  ITIll  not  the  Rev.  Clsssls  also  be  pleosed  to  send  over  orders,  that  all 
tenraed  ministers  subject  to  tbe  Rev.  Clsssls  of  Amaterdam,  and  all  others  who 
■ttoai  witb  UB  In  doctrine,  warn  their  congregations  ni;alnBt  surh  tiBClilngs.  and  to 
■ItUraw  tbemielvea  trotn  such  minlslera  who  dare  recommend  such  hooka.  This 
li  lie  nnlj  war.  accorrtlnc  to  my  way  of  thinking,  and  with  Cod'a  hlesBlng,  to  realat 
''•»  errors,  and  to  bring  the  erring  ones  back  aiialn;  better  tlian  all  preaching 
tUatt  nch  errora.  for  aome  are  prejudiced  against  Btich  prenrhlng. 

lad  It  la  not  only  among  our  (I>u(ch)  congregations.  Worth;  Sirs,  that  tbeia 
""n  prerall.  but  also  among  the  orthodoi  rreahyterlana,  who  preach  according  to 
<M  Wrstmlnater  Catechism  and  Confession  of  Faith,  and  who  agree  with  ui  In 
^Wne.  The  danger  among  them  Is  alBO  all  the  greater,  because  their  very 
'^Ntsbla  eonnrcsatlon  (tbe  Wall  St.  Preabytertan  Church.  New  Tork)  was  a  few 
^n  1(0  deprlTcd  b;  death  of  their  much  beloved,  highl;  educated,  &Da\j  ui& 
'"Ota  pastor,  a  beloved  and  InlJmata  friend  of  mine,  Davtd  BoBt.n\c)L.    To  \i\ta. 
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durin);  tbrM  rrar*  piit  thrw  erron  bavf  been  m  grett  nrrow. 
Mif  rreeL;  od  Ihlg  matter,  cTen  on  hli  dentb-bed.  During  mf  abwiie^  he  racon- 
mended  m;  "  Symtem  of  Truth  "  to  msny.  as  belni  conformable  In  all  reipccta  to  th* 
"  C'onfeMlon  of  t'alth  "  of  tbt  pure  Prote«I»nt  Church. 

I  pray  you,  therefore,  Kev.  gentlemen,  lo  come  tu  my  help,  vho  •m  jour  brotber, 
but  deaplaed  by  certain  onei  for  the  cause  of  trulb  :  come  to  my  help.  In  order  to 
maintain  wllllnfily  the  cause  of  Christ,  and  la  defend  It.  Uay  your  Bers.  be  pleaaed 
to  enter  Into  dUpule  with  tbe  minister  alreaijy  mentioned,  and  may  the  Be*.  Claiala 
do  ber  duty,  (hat  tbe  Word  of  Truth  may  bace  free  eourae,  and  the  Church  of  Ood 
b«  ballt  up  on  her  eternal  foundalloo,  Jeaua  Christ.  To  thli  end.  I  earnestly  wUh 
for  your  ebtlre  Her.  Aaaembly,  the  enllehtenlaK  and  guallfylni  Spirit  of  the  L>ord. 

I  would  huTe  sent  my  ■'  System  "  to  you  before  this.  In  writing:  but.  In  the  flnt 
place.  It  would  have  delayed  the  publication  loo  lonj;  a  time  to  do  ttaU.  for  tb* 
Decesaltlei  of  the  Churi^h  required  It  sa  aoon  as  poailble ;  and  secondly,  there  wai 
the  danttec  of  IdbIuk  U,  (If  the  orlRlnal  manuacrlpl  were  acntj  :  and  the  coat  of 
dupllcniInK  It  over  here  would  have  been  very  Rteal. 

It  win  b«  a  special  sntlsfnclloa  Id  me  If  your  Rev.  will  speedily  honor  me  with 
a  letter.  1  requeat  an  Interest  In  your  prayers,  even  as  I  earnestly  desln  the  Liord's 
bleaslUR  upon  the  persoo  of  your  Rev.,  upon  your  holy  work  and  upon  your  family. 
May  the  praelouB  God  cause  us  all  to  experience  more  fully  the  power  of  bis  precloni 
truth,  thnt  In  Die  conBclousoes*  of  Ihls.  we  may  ever  t>eeonie  more  steadfast,  and 
may  abouud  In  the  truth.  May  we  l>e  of  those  who  know  that,  by  tbe  crace  of  Qod, 
our  work  ahall  not  be  In  vain  In  the  Lord ;  but  that  of  bis  free  mefcj,  «ad  according 
to  tbe  rlcbps  of  his  lovlng-klndnen.  It  shall  be  made  manifest. 

I  am,  Rlh-lit  Rev.  Sir.  nnd  Uuch  Esteemed  Brother, 
Your  Itevs.  D.  W.  (T)  servant  and  brother. 

LambertDB  D«  Sonde. 


P.  B.  If  your  Revs,  (the  Deputati)  know  of  any  olber  ministers,  besides  thoas 
above  menlloaed,  lovers  of  the  truth  and  Rodly  livers,  men  wbo  nnderstand  Bagllah, 
of  sound  Judf^nent,  snd  who  are  capable  at  detecting  tbe  polsoti  <of  false  doctrine): 
It  would  be  welt  to  hand  over  to  them  alio  that  book  of  Uarahall.  But  I  leave  tlib 
to  the  JudRuient  of  your  Revs,,  hopinic.  however  that  Iboee  eentlemen  (of  tbe  &nglUh- 
speaklnic  church  In  Amsterdam),  preach  In  conformity  with  our  doctrine,  for  tb^ 
Revs,  are  unknowu  to  me.  If  your  Bevi.  (the  I>eputat1)  tbink  proper,  band  orer  to 
them  both  letter  and  book  :  otherwise  give  them  to  those  whom  yon  think  best,  n 
that  the  Rev.  Oassis  may  gain  a  clear  insight  of  Its  slgnincnncc.  Oreat  care,  how* 
ever,  must  t>e  tiiken.  lu  reference  to  this  matter:  becnuae  even  In  English  printed 
letters,  I  And  the  nnnies  of  Rngllab-apraklng  mlnlslers  In  Rotterdam  and  otber 
places,  concerning  wh<>Di.  I  know  not  wbelber  Ibcy  go  astray  or  not. 

Above  all.  do  not  take  It  amiss  that  I  thus  eipress  my  thoughts  to  yonr  Bers.  It 
Is  only  my  anilely  for  Ibe  Trulb  Ibat  weighs  upon  nie.  sod  not  la  tbe  least  any 
doubts  about  the  discreilon  nf  ynnr  Revs.  Itut  t>ecnu!>p  It  Is  about  an  Rngllab  book 
that  I  am  apenklng.  it  foemed  n-cll  to  add  one  thing  lo  another.  I  bave  requeated  a 
merchant  living  here  tn  look  alter  the  poBtB;:e.  or  otber  expetisea.  so  that  ;oar  Bevs. 
will  Incur  no  personal  coals. 

Your  KevB.  will  probably  ask.  Are  there  no  men  here  (In  America)  who  are  able 
to  reply  to  Euch  ermneuus  books?  O  yes.  Kev.  Sir.  Tbe  highly  educated  Ur. 
Edward  DlckRon  has  <!iine  that  very  lliinc :  and  lately  esppclally.  Mr.  Bellamy,  by 
means  of  n  "lilnloEue".  has  ''iblbltpd  their  errors  to  the  full  light  of  day,  and 
refuted  Ihem  with  most  powerful  arv'umenls.      But  to  these  they  pay  no  attention. 

I  am  also  at  present  wrtllnR  lllllc  Tracts  In  Ihe  English  language,  whose  tltlei 
Will  be  as  follows  : 

"The  Pearl  and  Ornament  of  True  rhrlBllanlty.— Tbe  Fountain  of  Spiritual 
Activity. — The  Beginning  of  the  Service  of  God.— The  Life  of  the  8ou1. — Tbe  Sinew 
Of  our  Strength.— The  Bond  of  our  Union  with  Christ,  the  Cblefeet  Glory  of 
Christians,  as  well  aa  of  our  Most  Holy  Faltb." — Eiplalned,  Bstabllihed,  Defended, 
and  applied. 

I  pray  Ihe  Liord  that  the  works  of  those  men  (Dickson  and  BellamyT)  may  ba 
bJeaaed,  *s  well  as  the  similar  work  of  othera.  Bat  socb  worka  are  not  like  Um 
aecUlon  of  aucb  a  body  aa  the  entire  C\aaa\s  <A  Amsterdam.  Msthlnka  that  thlb 
wltb  Ooi't  bleaalng,  will  brlni  them  to  M^m  TdcetioDa. 
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I  Mlm>  rcqnMt  ran  not  to  tako  It  udIm.  If  I  aak  jour  Be*,  to  hud  th«  Icttar 
■clM>a  to  IDT  motbcr. 

iFor  k  reference  to  tbb  BDgllih  woA  of  De  Ronde  oq  Uie  Cktechliin,  and  othar 
jt  hla  pnbllahed  worka.  lee  Corwin'a  Uannal,  4tli  ed.  1901,  pagea  417,  418.  Tha 
Itmcta  BboT*  alladed  to  were  probably  oerer  pabllabed.) 

Acts  of  the  Classjs  of  Amsterdam. 
Ksv.  Archibald  Lajdlie. 
1763,  Dec.  6th.  The  English  minister  Kev.  Longueville,  and 
lui  ooUeagne  (James  Blinshall,  D.  D.)  after  the  exhibition  (un- 
iHMomiiig)  of  the  facts  of  the  case  to  this  Assembly,  gave  the 
pipers  concerning  the  separation  of  Eev.  Leadly  (Laidlie)  from 
fte  Kngliah  Consistoiy  at  Flushing,  (Zeeland),  and  from  t^e 
Cliasia  of  Walcheren.  These  are  all  in  good  order  and  very 
Indable.  They  request  accordingly  that  Kev.  Archibald  Leadley 
(Uidlie)  aforesaid  may  now  be  installed  here  for  the  Holy  Office 
b  the  church  of  New  Tork.  This  Assembly  gladly  grants  this 
Nqneet  in  pursuance  of  their  resolution  at  the  regular  meeting  of 
Ckgria  of  October  3,  1763,  Art.  5.  This  installation  was  now  per^ 
fonued  by  the  Kev,  President.  Thereupon  the  installed  one 
■JEKd  the  Formulae  of  Concord,  and  promised  to  maintain  the 
(ORcepondence  with  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,     xiii.  379. 

(Ahotheb  Account  Fbom  the  Volomb  of  Letters.) 
l^>Rni8sion  of  Rev.  (Archibald)  Laidlie  from  VliBsingen  (Flush- 
ing) to  go  to  New  Tork,  Dec.  5,  1763.     Vol.  31,  page  223. 
So.  147. 

He  record  of  the  Classical  Assembly  held  at  Amsterdam  Dec. 
S,  1763,  Rev.  de  Lange,  President,  coutains  the  following  minute : 
Hie  English  minister,  de  Longueville,  together  with  his  col- 
ngne,  after  congratulations,  presented  to  this  Assemblv  the  docu- 
Bents,  dissolving  tie  relation  of  Rev,  Laidlie,  (with  his  church). 
Hey  also  showed  his  collegiate  qualification.  These  documents 
■we  from  the  English  Consistory  at  Vlissingen,  and  from  the 
Cluds  of  Walcheren.  These  were  all  found  to  be  in  regular 
•Her  and  were  praiseworthy,  Thev  thereupon  requested  that 
tfae  said  Kev.  Archibald  Laidlie  may  be  installed  here,  into  the 
•emea  of  the  divine  ministrj'  into  the  Churdi  of  "New  Yot^l. 
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The  Assembly,  pursuant  to  the  action  of  the  Classis,  on  October  3 
1763,  section  5,  performed  this  act  most  willingly,  as  is  testified  b^ 
the  President.  Whereupon  the  now  installed  minister,  signed 
the  Formulas  of  Unity,  and  promised  to  maintain  the  correspond- 
ence with  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Sic  tester, 

Johannes  Kalkoen,  V.  D.  M.  Amst.  and  Rev.  CL 

Dep.  ad  Res  Exteras,  h.  t.  Scriba. 

LrEUTENANT-GoVERNOR  COLDEN  TO  THE  LoBDS  OP  TrADE. 

[Church  Charters.] 

New  York,  December  7,  1768. 
Mj  Lords, 

In  the  year  1759,  the  Lutheran  Congregation  In  this  Oitty.  encouraged  \if 
their  constant  A  uniform  good  behaviour,  whence  they  hoped  to  receive  the  Indnl' 
gence  of  the  Crown,  warmly  solllclted  the  Late  Lieutenant  Governor  De  Ltocfft 
for  the  Boyal  grant  or  Charter  of  Incorporation,  with  the  usual  powers  to  tlielf 
Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons.  The  petition  which  they  then  preferred  htrlnl 
been  discussed  in  Council,  was  advised  to  be  granted,  but  Mr.  De  Lanoey  flndlol 
a  like  application  from  the  principal  dissenting  Congregation  in  the  Cltj,  aa^ 
apprenending  others  would  follow  the  example,  declined  giving  any  Charter,  ontlJ 
he  should  have  laid  the  matter  before  your  Lordshipps'  predecessors  in  office,  vad 
have  received  their  sentiments  on  the  point,  that  appeared  to  him  of  too  mod 
importance  to  be  determined  by  the  authority  of  the  Government  here.  Mr.  IX 
Lancey's  death  happening  shortly  after,  the  parties  interested  dropt  their  soHci 
tatlons  until  lately,  the  Lutherans  thought  proper  to  renew  theirs,  by  a  Petitioi 
they  presented  to  me,  which  I  layd  l>efore  His  Majesty's  Council:  who  foreseeloi 
the  variety  of  applications  that  would  necessarily  follow  the  granting  of  tblfl 
declined  entering  any  further  Into  the  consideration  of  the  matter,  than  to  adrl* 
me  to  lay  the  Petition  before  your  Lordshipps. 

The  papers  on  this  subject  your  Lordshipps  have  enclosed.  Except  the  Bitab" 
lished  Church,  here  are  only  four  Instances  of  the  grant  of  such  Charters,  whl«* 
were  made  to  the  Dutch  Church.  By  one  of  the  Articles,  on  the  surrender  of  the 
Province  in  the  year  1664.  The  Rights  of  that  Church  are  expressly  reseivfd, 
which  is  probably  the  reason  why  the  Government  thought  fit  to  favour  the  Dntei 
Congregations  beyond  those  of  other  Denominations:  but  it  may  be  qoestlow* 
whether  these  articles  are  not  confined  personally  to  the  the^?  Inhabitants;  ••* 
l£  is  further  to  be  obser^-ed,  that  the  Dutch  reconquered  this  Province  in  the  JttT 
1674,  and  the  states  of  Holland  surrendered  It  by  the  Treaty  of  Breda  witlio< 
any  conditions.     [?] 

On  perusal  of  His  Majesty's  instructions,  I  find,  a  particular  attention  to  tit 
Interests  &  advancement  of  the  Church  of  England;  and  that  the  strictest  nftiA 
Is  to  be  paid  to  the  Act  of  Toleration.  But  there  Is  nothing  in  them  so  expMdU 
as  I  think  will  Justify  me  In  extending  to  the  other  Religious  Denomlnationi  t^ 
ample  privileges  and  indulgencles,  which  in  this  Province  have  hitherto  heen  C**^ 
fined  to  the  Established  Church,  except  the  few  instances  above  cited. 

As  the  Dissenters  in  this  and  the  neighboring  Colonies  are  more  nnmerons.  tii^ 
those  of  the  Church  of  England,  Your  Lordshipps  will  Judge  how  far  It  Is  aiiiiW*'!. 
with  good  policy  and  the  English  Constitution,  to  put  the  Dissenters,  In  res|Nettt^ 
the  point  in  question,  upon  an  equality  with  the  Established  Ghnrch— Tour  U^^ 
shlpps  determination  shall  be  received  with  the  greatest  sobmissioii  bf,  -J 

My  Lords, 

Your  most  obedient  ft  faithful  eemiit 

CTadwalUdir  Ooll» 
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Church  op  New  York. 
Call  of  Rev,  Laidlie.     Increased  accommodatioua  needed. 

New  York,  December  T,  1768. 
ConalatotT  held  after  ctlllni  on  Qod's  Dame. 

It  w»  npramtMl  tbat  Ininmncli  a  a  domtnt  Laldlr  bad  accepted  tbe  call  to  ba 

bcllah  preacher.  It  wai  necewary  that  the  proposed  Knilerr  aboold  he  conatmcled. 

tUa  waa  taken  Into  conalderatlon  and  plana  were  prcscDted  b;  Ml.  Uardenbrock 

ud  Ur.  Brealede. 

II  «ia  molTcd,  That  tbe  sallerr  oppoalle  tbe  pulpit  sbonid  be  twentj-ODe  feet 

top;  the  aonth  (aller;    feet  deep.     The  conatmctlon  of  tt  waa  coniiultted  to 

tte  afareaald  cariienlen.  The  poata  anpportlng  tbe  Kallery  aball  be  ot  red  cedar 
ud  be  ordered  from  OeorKla.  The  carpenters  will  make  oat  tbe  atatement  and 
Nr.  BfTank  will  glre  the  order. 

k  building  committee  woa  appointed  of  Theodore  van  Wjclt.  laaac  RooaeTelt, 
Una  P.  Lolt,  Dirk  BrlnkerbotF  and  Anthonr  Ten  Kyck,  a  majoritj'  of  whom 
■tnld  be  able  to  act.  Thia  committee  aball  at  onre  rec|uest  the  ahle  men  of  the- 
i|  and  of  the  Great  Conalatory,  to  disburse  the  neceBBarr  money  freelj  for  a 
ao  u  to  dela;  tbe  longer  tbe  payment  of  intereat. 

BDlTed,  Thai  the  aeata  In  tbe  Kallerr  be  not  aold,  but  rented,  and  that  the  rent 
ttpald  yeadr;  otberwiae  the  placei  to  be  rented  again. 

Tkt  same  committee  aa  before  waa  appointed  to  answer  the  letter  last  received 
ha  Imaterdam.  Tbej-  sbonid  especlall;  request  Mr  Daniel  Cmmmelln,  In  Am- 
ttrttiD,  and  also  Mr.  Llsbenrood.  In  London,  to  forward  tbe  account  of  moneya 
Bonded  b7  them. 

Beverexd    Dh,    Samuel    Johnson    to    Arciibisiiop    Seckes. 

KlXGS  CoLLEOB.       NECESSITY  OF  BiSIIOPS.       EviLS  OF  CUARTEB 

GOTERSMKNTS, 

Btratford.  December  20,  1TS3. 
■it  H  please  Vonr  Once, 

1  kmablr  aak  ronr  Grace's  pardon  for  troabllng  jon  ao  aoon  again,  which  I  hope 
M  slU  eicnae.  aa  I  shonid  be  extremely  wauling  In  my  duty  to  Your  Grace.  If 
I  W  not  moat  gratefnlly  acknowledge  yoar  very  kind  letter  of  September  ZS. — 
lu  reiT  glad  and  thank  Ood,  that  your  health  Is  not  so  much  Impaired  aa  to 
ftrtM  jonr  glTlug  aome  attention  to  bualneea,  and  I  eameetly  pray  that  It  may  be 
W  ifain  coaDrmed  and  lengthened  ont  to  the  utmoat.  and  the  rather,  as  I  am 
•HxBely  afraid  that  no  gentleman  can,  or  may.  be  tound.  tbat  will  go  near  to 
Mkf  (Dod  yonr  Qrace'a  ground.  In  thaae  times! 

t  SB  mrprlied  Mr.  Beache'a  Book  Is  not  come  to  your  hand:  I  aeut  a  Copy, 
■kkb  waa  promised  me  to  be  aent  yon  from  Boston,  sli  mnnths  ago.  and  hava 
•nlB  anred  It.  and  Aplln's  {a  Lawyer)  for  ao  Is  his  name— Mr.  Apthorp  declined 
•Mwerlng.— Mr.  Caner,  (aa  It  la  prlrately  anldl  hns  made  (I  think)  a  pretty  good 
««et  to  Mayhew.  with  which  mine,  aoch  as  It  la,  le  printed  (but  I  hear  JInjhew 
tm  aliMdy  replied,  still  In  bla  own  way.)  I  trust  II  will  aoon  come  to  yon,  and 
*tt  yon  win  not  dislike  It:  He  baa  remarked  on  their  Socletlea  mach  na  yonr 
Gnr*  nenttoaa.  I  know  of  but  two  or  three  little  Clans  of  a  kind  of  CbrlatlaQ 
bona  tbey  hare,  not  many  more,  I  bellere  than  Pr.  Ban-lay  had.  One  Mr. 
'Wlaek  la  training  up  some  lada,  perhaps  to  gowl  purpoae,  and  I  wish  the  Society 
*NM  pnwecote  the  Design  they  once  mentioned  of  training  np  some  Indian  Lads 
■  Uag'a  College.— But  I  apprehend  nothing  of  mnch  consequence  can  be  done 
■Ktant  Diafclng  a  Uoremment  Alfalr  of  It.  with  a  wise  Bishop  and  a  worthy  Clergy- 
Ml  of  ^riilt,  wbo  understands  French  placed  st  Canada  and  other  places:  a  thing 
*Ueh  tbe  Kriuwful  present  depredatlona  loadly  call  for,  that.  If  possible,  they  may 
k  (MBmI  and  conrerted. 

J*!*  ^  BHiffaetora  know  Ibg  nul  8tat»  of  thlnsa  In  New  England.  ttiCT  wtraU 
*w  IM  nmttoMrita  a»  «>  macb  nndaa  ben  ■■  In  other  part*  Ol  imetVefc-.  t^« 
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wlldiat  Qotloni  KTC  propacated  hare,  both  od  tbe  ilde  of  Bntbnalum  and  1 
Tbe  letter*  of  one  HaDdvinin.  on  Theron  iiid  Aspatia  are  nisch  In  TSfne  « 
and  tend  to  much  mlachlet  on  the  OQe  hand,  and  aach  cteatDret  aa  llajhev 
on  tbe  other;  bat  1  wish  mors  eonld  he  done  In  tbe  Other  provlncea  ■■  wel 
Dr.  Barclay'a  defence  wai  aent  to  the  Boctetj,  and  I  hare  adTlaed  bin: 
Tour  Grace  a  Copr:  and  alao  to  write  In  behalf  of  Mr.  Cbaodler,  whoae  ' 
trolr  Ib,  that  of  a  rerj'  tallbfnl  Ulaslooary,  and  one  that  batb  made  n 
flclencf  In  learning  and  eipeclalty  In  DlTlDll]r:  I  know  of  none  eo  mach  to 
that  loves  hooka  and  rend*  aa  mnrb  as  be.— It  would  be  mncb  for  tbe  bono 
Cburch  and  tbe  Intereat  of  true  Kellglon.  If  there  were  at  least  one  Docto 
ProTlare.  and  be  ahoutd  be  a  Commlaaary.  I  wlib  Mr.  Canpr  had  a 
Degree,  who  well  deaervea  It,  and  tbe  rather  as  tbe  dlaaenters  have  thre 
proTlDre  and  tbe  Cburrb  none  but  Dr.  Cutler  and  be  baa  done.— Br  a  tet< 
to  me  trooi  Ur.  Coo[>er,  It  appears  that  (be  Oovenofa  of  tbe  College  have 
bla  Salarr  to  bla  Content. 

It  U  tmlf  a  miserable  thing,  Mr  Lord,  that  we  no  sooner  leave  Bgl 
nelgbbonr*.  tbe  French,  but  we  mDBt  full  to  quarrelling  among  oaraelvei 
the  prt'KFnt  state  of  tbe  MlnUtir  Is  Indeed,  very  feeble:  so  that  I  donbt 
after  nil  our  hope*,  loose  tbe  present  Jonclure  also,  for  gaining  tbe  point 
long  bad  no  much  at  heart,  and  I  believe  must  never  expect  another.— la  t 
nothing  more  tbat  can  be  done,  either  for  obtaining  Bishops,  or  demolUb 
pemk'louB  charter  Oorcmmeats.  and  reducing  them  all  to  one  fono.  In  li 
dapendenre  on  the  Klng7  I  cbd'I  help  calling  them  pemlcloua,  for  tber  a 
■O,  as  well  to  the  heel  good  of  Ibe  people  themselves,  as  to  tbe  tnteres 
Religion,  aa  Your  Grace  rememben  I  fonnerlr  Intimated  In  aome  Qui 
Letters.  I  would  hope  Providence  me;  some  bow  bring  It  attout  tbat  tb 
be  compromised  respecting  the  Mlnlstrr.  and  wonid  It  not  now  be  s  proper 
for  some  sucb  general  addrets  from  the  Clergr  of  these  Province*  to  tbe 
I  once  mentioned  to  Yonr  QraceT  or  is  there  not  probabllltr  enough  of  su< 
wttb  regard  both  to  Bishops  and  Oovemoora.  to  make  It  worth  while  tor 
man  or  two.  {who  I  believe  might  be  procured)  to  go  from  benoe.  to  s 
gaining  tbeae  polntsT  for  I  doubt  nothing  will  do  withont  solicltaOon  frc 
t  abould  bo  greatly  obliged  to  Yonr  Grace  for  yonr  Judgment  and  Dlrtv 
Regard  to  these  tMngs.  as  soon  aa  ma;  be,— It  Is  Indeed  too  much  to  troi 
Grace  witb  tbeae  affairs.  In  rour  present  Infirm  Btate:  I  therefore  hu 
yonr  pardon  tbat  I  am  tbns  Importunate.— I  remember  yon  once  ment 
Grace  of  York,  as  baring  an  eitraordlnar;  Talent  for  Bmlness,  eoold  t 
•ngaged  to  be  active  In  tbeae  afFalrst— 

T  am  mncb  obliged  to  the  Boclet;  that  tbey  are  very  deslrooB  to  rosti 

tbia  Mission:    Mr.  Wlnslow  Is  gone  to  Bralntree  to  see  whether  It  will  d< 

to  accept  It.— If  be  does.  I  shall  do  my  beat,  but  it  cannot  be  long  befoi 

need  aome  Assistance. —I  am  with  tbe  greatest  Veneration. 

My  T^rd. 

Tour  Grace's  most  obliged  most  dutiful  and  obedient  bnmble  Serve 

(ilgned)  Samuel  J< 

P.  B,  December  22. 

Since  wilting,  a  senalble  good  gentleman,  baa  been  with  me.  wbo  bai 
all  tbe  parts  of  Canada,  and  a  prlsoDer  among  the  remotest  Indiana.  E 
highly  of  Ur.  Ogllvie  at  Montreal,  and  la  persuaded  with  me.  that  d 
apeaklng)  nothing  could  be  of  so  mncb  consequence  to  the  purpose  of 
and  gaining  tbe  friendship  of  the  Indians,  as  well  as  converting  tbe  F 
for  sucb  a  Bishop  and  Clergy,  as  above  mentioned  to  be  sent  tbitber  br 
and  tbe  ratber,  as  tbey  bave  been  used  to  a  Bishop  of  their  own.- It  woul 
Hartford,  (who  desire  It.  and  Is  but  12  miles  olTl  ahonld  b«  Joyned  witl 
town  nnder  tbe  care  of  Mr.  Jarvlce,  lately  gone  tor  order*. 

To  bis  Grace  of  Canterbnry. 

— Ool.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vll.  pp 

Oeioin"  of  St.  Paui/s  Chuboh,  New  Tobx  City.     1 
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Faal'*,  and  itUI  atandlDg,  tbe  sole  aDrTlTlng  eccleBlaBIlral  building  at  the  coIohIbI 
|*riad  In  tbi*  Ctt7.  A  conimlttee  conilBttiiK  or  Ur.  Reade,  Mr.  MarHtOD.  Mr  Hora- 
■>D4m.  Mr.  Harlaon,  aod  Ur.  Desbroaaea,  or  an;  tn-o  at  them,  was  antborlied 
"to  Mqniiv  and  look  oot  for  a  proper  and  convenient  Latt  ol  ground  In  tbli  CItr 
wbenttn  to  erect  ■  New  CbDicb  and  report  tbelr  opinion  to  this  boaid  wltb  all 
WBTenlent  apeed". 

RfcordB  or  TrlnltT,  1,  309. 
"Tbla  movemcDt".  obaerret  Da  Coata,  "mar  have  bei'n  and  probably  warn 
MMOtaKed  by  ibe  stile  of  Cbliiga  eilatlng  Id  (be  Dutch  eongn nation.  Alrendj 
pnatbing  la  tbe  Dolch  iBagnage  bad  become  unpopular  among  the  7Dunger  por- 
tloB  Of  the  Untch  congrDgatlon.  wblcb.  It  waa  tboagbt  by  not  a  few  stioived  slgna 
«l  llDluatlOD.  Tbe  better  portion  of  (be  people  were  now  familiar,  In  Home  fair 
Muore,  with  bolh  Engllub  and  Dutcb,  and  Intermarriages  were  atao  doing  their 
Itnllar  work.  The  yoong  people  Improved  everr  opportunity  of  wnmhlplng  at 
TthltT.  tbe  'Engllab  Church',  and  there  wna  a  loud  call  for  a  minister  In  tbo  ^ 
talrh  Church  who  could  preacb  In  both  Inngiinge^.  Finally  It  was  resolved  to 
tmtj  the  deflclency,  and  the  Itev.  Archibald  Laldlle.  a  Scotchman,  waa  called, 
tknoib  the  agency  of  the  AtnuterdaDi  ClaHnlr  from  Zedand.  lie  arrived  early  tn 
17M  when  new  life  aprang  up  In  tbe  Dntrh  coOKregnllon.  St^me,  however,  were 
OaitlaSfd,  and  wanted  all  the  aervlcea  In  Dntcb.  Accordingly  they  commenced 
I  nit  Id  tbe  Conna  agalnat  the  Dutch  Corpomtloa.  Thla  falling  they  said  that 
lt>7  would  have  either  all  Dntcb  or  all  Kngllah.  Hence  there  waa  a  renewed 
■ntaenl  In  tba  direction  of  Trinity  Chnrch  with  wblob  body  tbe  Pulcb  hnd  been 
■  the  klndeat  tenna  from  lla  foundnllon.  An  eatnblliihed  Church,  too.  waa  In 
unrtanee  with  all  their  Ideas,  tbelr  own  Corporntlon  bavlnj;  been  ret-ogiilzed  aa 
Ite  eitabllabment  down  to  the  occupation  of  New  NetherluDdn  by  the  F.iiglleh. 
BwffOf*  the  defection  could  not  l)e  stayed,  and  Peter  Van  Bnigh  Llvlngaton 
hH  that  If  tbe  change  In  the  Dnlch  Chnrch  had  been  made  thirty  yeare  earlier 
Ik^  woDid  not  bave  met  wltb  auch  loaaea,  bnt.  na  It  stood,  the  greater  half  of 
TilBlty  eonalated  of  acceaaloaa  from  the  Dolcb  Church.  April  IS  of  thla  year, 
(17(4.)  tbe  ant  Engllah  aermou  waa  heard  In  tbe  Middle  Dutcb  Cbun'h,  but  the 
nvHUngneaa  of  the  Dntcb  to  recognlie  the  neceanlty  of  Rnitllah  preaching  had 
■Intdy  (one  far.  tbough  not.  perhapa.  ao  far  as  Indicated  by  Mr.  Llvlngaton. 
Imnbtlea*  the  (rowtb  of  Trinity  parish  was  rapid,  and  the  third  edlSce  was  not 


'tt»  ■  McaiMoHpt  its  pottettUnt  of  Dr.  Dim.     Dli'a  HUt  Trinity,  I.  803-S. 

Othee  Items  in  1763. 

CoDectiona  ordered  in  Presbyterian  churches  for  evangelizing 
dw  Indians. 

luL  18.  Schoolteacher  Smith  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc 
Hist.  X  Y.  4to.  ed.  IV.  208. 

Jul  20.  Bev.  Wheelock  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hist 
5.  Y.  IV.  207. 

April  3.  Mr.Weyman,  (printer  of  the  Indian  Prayer  Book), 
to  Bey.  Barclay.     Doc.  Hist  N.  T.  IV.  208. 

April  2.  Bev.  Wheelock  to  Gen.  Amherst  Doc.  Hist  N.  Y. 
IV.  210. 

April  29.  Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  to  Bev.  Barclay.  Doc.  Hist 
5.  T.  IV.  211. 

TUj  16,     Bev,  Wheelock  to  Sir  Wm.  Jobnson.    "Doc.  "HiaX- 
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May.  23.  Gen.  Amherst  to  Rev.  Wheelock.  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y. 
IV.  212. 

Aiig.  8.  Rev.  Dr.  Barclay  to  Rev.  S.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hist. 
N.  Y.  IV.  212. 

Oct.  20.  Mr.  Weyman,  (printer  of  Indian  Prayer  Book)  to 
Rev.  Dr.  Barclay.     Doc  Hist  N.  Y.  IV.  213. 

Dec  29.  Rev.  Lappius  (Loppius  or  Lupp  ?)  to  Sir  Wm.  John- 
son.   Doc  Hist.  N.  Y.  IV.  214.* 

Church  of  New  York. 
New  Church.     Increased  Accomodations. 

New  York.  Januair  8.  17(14. 
Conslitoiy  held—the  two  mlnlsteiv  helng  sick. 

There  were  present;  Elders:  8.  Johnson.  Jakobns  Roosevelt,  Jorls  Brlnker- 
hoff,  Theodora  Van  Wyck,  J.  Bogart.  Jr.,  William  de  Peyster.  Deacons:  Isaac 
Roosevelt,  P.  Keteltas,  D.  Brinkerhoff,  J.  Hardenbrock,  Gerard  Dnyking,  Jacobiui 
Bogmrt 

The  building  of  the  gallery  in  the  New  Church  being  taken  into  further  eon* 
slderation.  It  was  Resolved,  That  opposite  the  pulpit  it  shall  be  twenty-one  feet 
deep,  and  not  less  than  eleven  feet  high.  The  South  gallery  to  be  fifteen  ftoet 
deep  and  of  the  same  height;  and  that  Messrs.  Hardenbrock  and  Brestede  with  tlM 
committee  appointed  In  the  previous  Consistory,  provide  such  posts  for  the  gallery 
as  they  shall  deem  best,  also  further  to  provide  all  the  other  materials  necessary; 
and  for  this  the  Consistory  will  furnish  the  required  funds. 

Messrs.  W.  de  Peyster,  P.  Keteltas  and  Isaac  Roosevelt  or  any  two  of  them, 
were  appointed  to  rent  the  church  house  and  grounds;  also  to  sell  at  public  vendue 
by  March  22nd  at  the  Coffee  House  in  New  Tork,  the  place  on  the  Manor  wbeia 
Jakob  Lent  lives,  and  the  other  lands  belonging  to  the  chorch,  there,  except  ttm 
church;  and  that  they  give  notice  thereof  by  advertisement  in  the  newspapers. 


Sir  William  Johnson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

Missionaries  to  the  Indians.     American  Bishopric     Jesuit 

Missions. 

Johnson  Hall,  January  20th,  1764. 
My  Lords, 

1  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Lordshipps  on  the  18th  of  last  November, 
by  Mr.  Croghan,  one  of  my  deputys,  wherein  I  represented  the  state  of  my  Depart- 
ment, with  the  sentiments,  claims,  numbers  etc.  of  the  several  Indian  Nations  In 
obedience  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  of  August  last. 

And  that  for  our  further  security,  they  consent  that  the  several  Jesuit  Missions, 
those  fountains  of  discord,  be  abolished,  which  may  be  the  readier  effected,  as 
that  Society  Is  no  longer  tolerated  In  France.  The  Lands,  which  will  revert  to 
the  Crown  by  their  abolition  will  endow  a  BIshoprick  in  Canada,  as  well  as  pro- 
vide for  a  number  of  inferior  Clergy,  who  might  be  employed  greatly  to  the 
advantage  of  His  Majesty's  interest,  and  I  cannot  help  observing  that  the  estab- 
Jlabtnent  of  Eplacopucj  there,  under  a  Resident  Bishop,  would  not  only  generally 
Btrengtben  the  Church  of  England,  bnt  prove  a  meana  ol  a&,<V&At  V&  «.  Cew  yean  a 
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BambvT  of  taltlinil  anbject*  to  th>  Crown,  who  c&n  oot  at  prvieat  be  cooaldered 


XoDr  Lotdihlppi  moit  obedient  and  most  bamble  nervant. 

Wm.  JobDHon. 
— CoL  Doe*.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Til.  pp.  SOD.  000.  602. 

Oeruan  Reformed  Chuech,  Xew  York. 
Call  of  the  Rev,  Johann  Jliehael  Kern, 

New  York.  Janaur)'  2r>[ti,  1764. 
)  Sir, 

Tb«  Oennan  Bdorined  Congregation  in  New  York  baling  written  to  Germany  for  a 
■iDlatcr  to  come  over,  and  roa  bating,  b;  the  goodaess  of  God,  arrived  on  tbe  IStb 
d  October,  1T63.  and  baring  preaebed  to  aa  aeveral  tlmeB,  to  oor  great  edification ; 
ae  CoDalMoiT  of  tbe  above  named  cburcb,  wltb  tbe  eontent  of  tbe  DDderalgaed  mem- 
bera  of  tba  eoagregatlon,  bare  reaolred  to  call,  according  to  Ibe  regulations  of  tbe 
eborch,  yon.  tbe  Rev.  Jobann  Utcbeal  Kern,  to  be  a  sbepberd  and  teacber  of  tbe 
above  named  German  Reformed  Congregation  In  New  York. 

We;  tbe  anderilgned,  membera  of  tbe  ConslHtorj'  for  this  purpose  BBaembled.  In 
tbe  name  of  tbe  wbole  congregation,  and  In  tbe  preaeoce  of  tbe  Rev.  Lambetb  De 
■oBde.  mlnlater  of  tbe  Dnicb  Reformed  Cburcb  here,  after  prsfer  to  God.  do  call 
T«i,  tbe  Rer.  Johano  Ulcheal  Kem,  to  be  ■  sbepberd  and  teacber  of  tbe  German 
Seformed  Cbnrcb  here.  In  New  York,  to  preach  God*B  word  truly  and  falthfull;,  to 
■dmlalHtcr  bii  boly  aacraments,  to  explain  tbe  HeldelberE  Catecbism,  to  admlnlater 
ttc  dlKlpllne  of  tbe  cburcb.  In  one  word,  do  all  tbat  becomea  tbe  oOIce  of  a  faithful 
■O-rsnt  of  Jeana  Christ,  according  to  bit  holy  word  and  as  the  order  of  the  church 
■aj  dCBiand.  Alao,  'for  the  cegulnrlty  of  the  public  worship,  we  requlpe  you  to 
preacb  on  every  Sunday  two  aermons.  and  when  the  Conslatorj  may  think  right,  and 
yaor  ln».lth  permit,  also  once  during  the  weelt,  via ;  Wednesday  evenlnR  during  the 
wtatCT    leaKin. 

W*  further  reqatre  yon  to  administer  tbe  bol;  sacrament  after  a  suitable  prepara- 
Wtj  lactnra,  four  times  a  year,  tIi  :  tbe  last  of  every  tblrd  month,  according  to  tbe 
MBton  of  tbe  Low  Dnteh  Cburcb  bere.  And  we.  In  consideration  of  the  above, 
fmalae  to  pay  yon  tbe  yearly  mm  of  one  bundred  pounds.  New  7orh  corrency,  la 
foor  <]iMrtcrly  payments,  ao  long  aa  you  shall,  being  spared  In  good  health,  conduct 
tk*  MTTlce  In  tbe  above  manner.  We  further  promise  to  pa;  tbe  anm  of  twenty-Ove 
puuada  for  bonae  rent.  Tbeas  anma  to  be  paid  nntll  tbe  cbnrcb  shall  be  able  to 
fcin— e  tbe  amonnt. 

Tills  we,  tbe  undersigned,  promise  to  do  with  tbe  understanding  tbat  In  under- 
algBtaK.  we  will  do  our  beat  not  only  to  band  our  minister  what  Is  or  may  be 
•otocrlbed.  but  also  what  may  be  wanting  from  Ibe  treasury  of  the  cburcb.  which 
thall  also  be  agreed  to  by  tbe  elden  and  deacons  who  may  be  cboaen  from  time  to 


Ve  preMUl  thia  call  for  you.  Ibe  Rev.  lobBuu  Mlcbfal  Kern's,  cooslderatlon.  In 
a*  bopea  that  In  tbe  fear  of  tbe  Lord  you  will  accept  It,  not  doubting  but  tbat  the 
Uid  wni  crown  all  wilb  hla  bleaalng.  Lastly,  we  promise  to  love  and  honor  yon 
wRb  the  bonor  and  love  due  to  a  faithful  teacher,  pcnylni;  tbe  Rreat  shepherd  Jeaaa 
(ktln  to  blCB  tbl*  act  to  the  glory  of  his  holy  asme  and  Ibe  saving  of  souls. 
Done  In  Consistory  meeting,  New  York.  2eth  January,  1TQ4. 
In  the  prcaenee  of 

Lambertna  De  Bonde,  V.  D.  H. 
Maaaia  VOl,  Bebaatian  Btephany,  Johannes  Meyer — Elders. 
'tiiBi  Lang,  Hans  Zorcber — Eldera. 
B*rt*  Croo.  Bdnrlch  Wilt— Deacons. 
Maaa  HaOcT,  H.  B.  W.  Bans  wick— Cburcb  Masters. 
I         I  t*iBlit  ta  tauO  faithfully  the  eondltlona  of  the  above  call  according  to  Qie  teat 
*(  m  >HNr  Oiroagh  tbe  atreo^b,  that  Ood  tb»ll  give  me. 

JohD  Ulcbeal  Kem,  V.  T>.  U. 
104 
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Chuech  of  New  York. 
Salary  lists.     Adrian  Van  der  Sman  discharged. 

New  York,  Febroary  IC,  1764. 
CoDBistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  John  Montanye  delivered  yarious  lists  of  names.  These  began  with  the  year 
1744  and  ran  to  1763,  inclnsive ;  bat  of  these  years,  four  were  wanting.  Those  which 
were  found  were  also  in  many  respects  defective ;  for  Montague  had  receired  nearly 
£400.  more  than  he  had,  from  time  to  time,  given  over  to  the  Consistory.  Ths 
Consistory,  having  considered  the  matter,  condemned  Montague  to  pay  the  sum  of 
£200.  for  which  he  should  give  a  bond  payable  in  a  year;  but  as  he  refused  to 
accept  that  favorable  resolution,  he  shall  be  responsible  for  the  whole. 

2.  It  came  before  the  Consistory  that  some  members  refused  to  pay  the  fall 
subscription  on  the  ministers*  lists.  Thereupon  it  was  Resolved,  That  from  no  one 
should  less  be  taken  than  they  had  subscribed,  except  only  those  who  from  lack  of 
means  were  unable. 

In  name  etc., 

L.  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President 

(No  date ;  but  February  1704.) 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  6od*s  name. 

Mr.  Adrianus  Van  der  Sman  was  summoned  before  the  Consistory.  When  iM 
appeared  there  were  shown  to  him  two  documents  sent  from  Amsterdam  by  the 
Deputies  of  the  Classis,  in  the  name  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  to  domfaile 
Ritzema,  that  he  might  defend  himself.  These  he  confessed  to  have  written  with 
his  own  hand ;  the  one  in  the  name  of  dominie  Ritzema,  the  other.  In  that  of  tlie 
Consistory  of  Sagertje.  Thereupon,  the  Consistory  felt  bound  in  conscience  before 
Ood  to  discharge  him  from  service  in  this  congregation  as  Visitor  of  the  Sick  and 
Catechist,  and  also  to  require  him  to  give  up  the  house  which  he  occupied,  to  tte 
Consistory  by  the  first  of  May  next. 

Signed  etc. 

J.  Ritsema,  p.  t.  PresldMit 


The  Church  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

March  8,  1764. 
Adrain  Van  der  Sman^.     Rev.  Laidlie  Expbcted. 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ : — 

The  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  Yorlc,  find  themselves  under  the 
greatest  obligations  to  you.  The  bundle  of  letters  sent  on  the  third  of  October  lai^ 
(1768)  by  way  of  Philadelphia,  to  domine  Ritsema,  was  received  here  on  the 
eighteenth  of  February,  (1764)  and  the  contents  have  been  noted.  We  are 
especially  concerned  to  apprize  you,  that  we  perceived  to  our  sorrow  coneemlng  the 
letters  ta  the  Christian  Synod  of  North  Holland,  received  back  by  dominie  Rltssaa, 
that  the  person  guilty  of  this  extreme  act  of  deception.  Is  our  Visitor  of  the  8kk 
and  Catechist,  Adrianns  Van  der  Sman.  He  sought  by  letters,  forged  In  the  nsflie 
of  dominie  Ritzema  and  the  congregation  of  Sagertje,  to  intrude  Into  the  ministry. 
Wherefore  we  felt  ourselves  bound,  not  only  to  suspend  him  from  the  Lord*s  Tfthle^ 
till  his  proper  repentance,  but  also  to  dismiss  him  from  the  ofBce  he  bad  hitherto 
held  among  us.  The  offence  he  has  committed  is  so  great  that  his  eonfoaloa  tsA 
avowal,  are  not  Judged  sufficient  to  allow  his  restoration. 

As  to  your  letter  to  the  two  old  Consistories  and  the  other  memben,  that  ikV 

should  submit  to  the  resolution  of  the  Consistory — ^this  Is  very  aceeptaUa  to  as.    It 

conid  be  wished  that  It  would  have  the  proper  Influence  npon   parties  htlfe«ti 

ImmoYMble,   who  appear  to  be  amenable  to  no  power  of  reason.    But  tk«r  ait 

BtHtnecked  and  adhere  to  a  course  bo  AestmcUve  of  oar  peaoe.    Thara  appMia  ^^  J 

ito  meWemeDt  attainable  except  by  the  cWW  Aa^a.  * 
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Doalna  I«ldly  1*  t^gatlj  exi>ected  aod  we  donbt  oot  he  Ig  now  npoD  the  srMt 
WMB,  altlHHiKb  we  are  Dot  nre  Ju«t  wben  be  embarked.     Hli  coming  U  the  dqIt 
tap*  we  haTe  of  attaining  tbe  deilred  Uaae.     We  aball  make  hnown  oar  aSaln  to 
lea  by  the  lint  opiiartiinltj  after  bli  arrital. 

Wa  anbacrlbe  oaraelvet  wltb  esteem, 
Yonr  aervaiita,  etc., 

J.  Bltaena.  p.  t.  FrealdenL 
K.  B.    Tbtre  being  no  opportnnlt;  of  wHtIng  (ron  h«t*,  we  bare  written  thua 
Mrtj,  that  tbe  letter  maj  go  In  the  [laquet,  (packet.) 


Gaxibbt  in  New  Church. 

N«w  Xork,  Hareb  8,  ITM. 
etc. 

kwlTcd.  That  tbe  committee  on  tbe  building  of  the  OallerT  Id  the  New  Cbntcb 
All]  collect  tbe  materials  tberefor,  according  10  tbe  newlj  approved  plan  tbereof. 

Tbtt  tha  Dcacona  aball  collect  tbe  bond  ot  Joseph  Forman  ft  Co.,  tot  £600.,  and 
■M  the  nuner  for  the  building  of  the  galleir- 

Itat  tb*  aam  of  tbree  Hundred  Ponnda  now  ta  the  bands  ot  tbo  Treasurer,  ataall 
■M  M  put  ont     The  committee  shall  hsTc  power  to  Dse  so  mnch  as  is  needed  of  It, 
sKU  as  nonoT  appointed  for  them  eooiM  In. 
Signed  ste., 

J.  Rltsana,  p.  t.  PrsaldenL 

N«w  York,  Uarcb  14,  1764. 

Onai  Coaatstorj  beld  after  calling  oD  Ood's  name. 

Iti  plan  of  alterations  in  tbs  New  Cborch  was  presented  and  luuuiImaDflj 
tKnta  br  them.    Tbe  conslstorr  requested  to  go  od  with  It. 

Hmts.  Comellns  Clapper,  Evert  Bsncker  and  Abram  Lott  were  appolDted  to 
■"Uft  tbe  bcDchea  In  tbe  order  thor  now  are  Id  relatioD  to  tbe  palpi^  with  tha 
■PflU«tlon  of  th«  eonslstorj. 

J.  Rltmna,  p.  t.  President 

Van  des  Suan. 

Hew  Tort,  March  18,  1784. 
OMlMorj  held  after  calling  on  Qod'a  name^ 

'  NIBest  waa  preaented  from  some  catechDmena  of  Hr.  Adrlanns  Tan  der  Bman. 
^Mb|  hta  reatoratloD  to  tbe  office  ot  Catechlat. 

n«  CBoalatarj,  after  consideration  DDanlmoDslj  replied  tbat  the;  adhered  to  their 
^■**  reaohitlon  In  relation  to  Tan  der  Bman.    Ueanwhlle  the  ministers  offered  to 
'*tkrateehlalng,  and  thoae  who  desired  to  be  catechised  by  Hr.  W«1p  coDid  have 
"■  pnrltloukllj  appointed  for  that  parpose. 
In  name  etc 

J.  RItsema,  p.  t  Prealdent, 

C1.AS8IS  OF  AUSTBRDAU. 

Ads  of  the  Deputies,  March  lfl>  1764.     (See  April  2, 1764.) 
Replies  to  letters  from  abroad. 
Bbt.  De  Bonde's  Translation  of  the  Catechism. 
Borne  rapHee  were  nead  to  letters  from  abroad,  and  ^ea^  'vere 
i  hj  tbe  Asgemhly: 
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To  Rev.  George  van  Essen,  minister  at  St.  Eustatins;  to  be 
found  in  Record  Book,  Vol.  2,  No.  140.* 

To  Rev.  Barak  Honvink,  minister  on  the  island  of  St  Martin ; 
to  be  found  in  Record  Book,  Vol.  2,  No.  141.* 

To  the  ministers  in  New  York,  who  are  called  the  Conferentie 
Brethren.     See  Record  Book,  Vol.  2,  No.  142.* 

A  letter  was  read  by  the  Deputies  from  Rev.  de  Ronde,  minister 
at  New  York.  This  was  accompanied  with  a  report,  on  a  pam- 
phlet which  he  had  written  on  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  in  the 
English  language,  with  the  request  that  Classis  should  approve  it. 
With  it  came  a  book,  styled,  "Marshall  on  Gospel-Sanctification.*' 
This  he  considered  harmful,  and  would  gladly  see  that  Classis 
disapproved  it 

The  Classis  allowed  the  same  to  be  examined  by  thje  English 
minister  and  Colleague,  Buurt.  Classis  approves  his  book  (De 
Bonde's)  on  condition  that  in  the  Preface,  or  at  the  conclusion,  he 
ezpiieBS  himself  clearly  and  soundly  on  the  mystery  of  the  "  Pro- 
cession of  the  Holy  Spirit."     On  this  he  has  said  nothing. 

But  Classis  is  of  opinion  that  Marshall  (on  Sanctification),  hav- 
ing been  already  published  in  Dutch  with  the  approval  of  the  Clas- 
sis of  Leyden,  does  not  now  come  under  its  jurisdiction ;  but  will 

upon  this  matter ,  each  one  until  the  next 

meeting.  (See  Bibliography,  under  De  Ronde,  in  Corwin's 
Manual,  p.  418;  4th  ed.  1902).     Vol.  xxiv.  95. 

Church  of  New  York. 

SiLVTS  IN  THE  NeW  ChURCH. 

New  Tork,  March  28,  1764. 

There  wai  laid  before  the  Conilstory  an  Improved  plan  of  arranging  the  seats  In 
the  New  Church,  prepared  by  Messrs.  C.  Clopper,  Eyert  Bancker  and  Abram  Lott» 
Jr.,  which  was  approved. 

Signed  etc. 

J.  Rltsema,  p.  t  President. 

^Vrrival  of  Rev.  Archibald  Laidlie. 

New  York.  April  1,  1794. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Domine  Archibald  Laidlie  delivered  the  evidences  of  his  call  to  be  Teacher  in  this 
congregation.     These  were  read  with  much  satisfaction.     Whereupon  h«  was  Intio- 


^  ^VoL  X  here,  erldently  means  Part  11.  Bee  lntro<i\ictlo^  ^  jy«ift  '^lb^>MBAaMfla 
Recordm  of  New  York."  Vol.  1,  pace  n.   The  relereiice  Vm  Vj  N<>\.  «L,  %a  ^%\Mtaii^ 
tbe  Archlrem  ot  Classis  of  Amsteraam  are  non  nnrnXieteA. 
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ITM 
dneld  lito  th«  oontlMtorr  *i>d  iee«lT«d  u  inch,  wltb  prarera  far  bta  p«raoa  uid 

BIsMd  ate. 

J.  Bltiemi,  p.  t.  PrMldmit. 

Rev.  Sauuel  Soabobt  to  the  Society  foe  Pbopaoatinq  the 
GtoBPEL.     Fbatsb  Books.     Infoeutt.     Qtjaeebibm. 

Jamaica,  March  20,  ITSl. 


Uj  lait  Ictur  to  tb«  HoDorable  Bocletr  bore  date  October  4,  ITSS  wherMo  I 
•ckBowIedBed  rectlpt  o(  the  Prajer  booki  A  ploaa  tracta  tber  were  pleased  to  order 
(or  tlila  Hlatlon,  moat  of  whlcb  I  bave  doit  carelullT  dispersed  la  aaeh  a  manner 
aa  I  tboasbt  woula  best  promote  tbe  ploaa  end  proposed  b;  tbem. 

Prom  an  acqaalotaoce  of  more  than  81i  year*  with  tbe  people  of  tbls  Parlib,  I 
tad  tbat  their  backwardneas  to  attend  tbe  Public  Worship  A  to  comply  with  tbe 
Clirlatlan  Bacramcnts.  la  not  entlrelj  the  coDseqaeoce  of  want  of  thoaght  and 
•araeatnen  whlcb  I  at  first  apprehended  to  be  the  case,  but  am  convinced  Is  owing 
Alefly  to  the  Influence  of  InBdellC;  end  Quakerism  wblcb  bave  spread  their  corrupt 
Principles  to  a  surprising  degree.  The  cause  at  iDfldelltr  Id  this  Country  seems  to 
hare  bad  some  earlj  A  sealous  advocatea  A  tbe  condact  of  tbe  Quakers  bas  Terr 
BtMh  tSToared  Its  Increase — Tbe;  trusClag  only  to  their  Light  within  and  neglecting 
to  give  tbelr  children  bd;  religious  cducatioD  eipoae  tbem  unguarded  to  the  allure- 
(B«ata  of  Vice  A  Bensaal  pleasure  A  they  of  course  embrace  the  Prluciplea  that  lay 
them  under  the  least  restraint,  hence  It  comes  la  pass  tbat  In  thOBe  linages  where 
tit*  Qnakera  were  formerly  most  uumerous,  there  la  now  tbe  least  appearance  of  any 
B«llglOB  at  all. 

From  this  Tiew  of  things  I  am  soaietlnieB  almoHt  dlscouinged  A  fear  It  will  not  be 
Id  my  power  to  do  tbem  any  clTectiiBl  service.  It  Is  with  great  difficulty  that  many 
are  brougbt  to  sttend  dlrloe  Service,  with  still  greater  lo  submit  to  Baptism, 
bvcauBc  tbey  thluk  that  the;  cao  do  as  good  without  It,  A  as  proQtably  empowered  at 
borne  as  at  Church^ — And  If  one  Is  prevailed  upon  to  receive  the  holy  Communion 
ooce  or  twice  It  Is  much  If  he  comes  agela. 

—Doc.  niat.  N.  Y.  Vol.  111.  pp.  168,  199. 


Acts  of  the  Cl.vssi3  of  Am-sterham. 

Report  of  tlie  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras. 

English,  in  the  Church  at  St.  Martins. 

1764,  April  2iid.     Art.  4.     The  Deputies  report  in  the  case  of 

Kev.  Barch  (or  Bach)   Honwink,   that  in   compliance   with   tiie 

resolution  of  Classia,  they  conferred  first  with  Rev,  Longeville, 

because  he  had  received  several  letters  ahout  this  matter  from  the 

Uland  of  St  Maartens  from  the  father  of  Rev.  Runnels,  written  in 

the  English  language,  and  thus  was  in  a  condition  to  give  further 

information  in  this  affair  to  tbe  Depp. ;  and  subsequently  they 

conferred  also  with  the  Messrs.  Directors.     From  the  latter  they 

vndentood  that  these  gentlemen  had  resolved  to  write  to  the 

Oerankor,  etc,  on  St  Maartens,  and  to  declare  that  they-  ^i  ivo^ 
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pronounce  tbemselvies  in  the  judicature  upon  the  ortliodoxy  or  us- 
orthodoxy  of  Bev.  Bunnels;  also  that  thev  did  not  wish  to  rol 
the  inhabitants  of  that  colony  of  the  free  exercise  of  their  reli^on, 
provided  this  did  not  run  counter  to  the  police  [or  ^od  order] 
and  to  good  morals ;  but  that  in  the  reformed  churches,  subordi- 
nate to  the  Synod  of  ^North  Holland  and  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam, the  Reformed  doctrines,  in  accordance  with  the  decision  oi 
the  Synod  of  Dort,  must  be  taught;  furthermore  that  they  are 
surprised  that  without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  tlie  Messrs- 
Directors,  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  build  a  new  church  fot 
the  English,  and  to  call  a  minister  thereto.  It  was  ordered  that 
the  affair  be  restored  in  integrum,  and  to  take  care,  that  the  Dutch 
minister  sent  thither  by  the  Directors,  soffer  no  loss  in  his  emolu- 
ments,  until  this  affair  be  further  determined  on  by  the  Assembly 
of  Ten.  With  this  report  the  Eev.  Classis  is  content,  and  further 
recommends  the  case  to  the  Messrs.  Depp.  The  Depp,  also  read 
the  letter  in  reply  to  Eev.  Honwink,  which  was  approved,  witii 
the  thanks  of  Classis.     xiii.  382,  383. 

Lettbbs. 

Art.  5.  There  were  read  and  approved,  letters  from  the  Rev. 
Deputies  ad  res  Exteras,  written  to  Rev.  George  van  Essen  V.  D. 
M.,  at  St.  Eustatius;  also  to  the  preachers  who  constitute  the  so- 
called  Conferentie-meeting  of  New  York.  The  Depp,  with  the 
thanks  of  the  Classis  were  requested  to  forward  them. 

There  was  also  read  a  letter  from  Rev,  Lambertus  de  Ronde, 

'      minister  at  New  York.     Therewith  he  bad  sent  a  little  book*  to 

the  Messrs.  Depp,  composed  by  him  on  the  Heidelberg  Catechism, 

in  the  English  language,  which  he  wished  to  be  approved  by  our 

Classis.     This  booklet  having  been  essmined  by  the  English  min- 

*Tbe  full  title  of  tbli  book  Is  oa  rollotci.  "A  tritcni  contaliilns  tbe  priDCIplei  o( 
tbf  Cbrlatian  RdtitloD.  BultaMe  to  the  Ileld«lb«rK  Calecblim.  bj  plain  qnMtlona  and 
kUBWErs,  useFul  lor  the  Informitlon  at  all  pertons  la  tlie  true  Confeulon  of  Faith; 
Lord'*    Supper.— To   which    la   pref      "  .... 


itapffing  the  relation    the;  alsnil   under   to   their  chlldi 
Tbli  ii  the  flnt  iooli  Ic'tbe  Engiiih   language,  published  bj  a 


ElnclpTei  of  the   Christian   RelljcloD.     And   to  which   la  added   an  application   i 
e  whole  r -" - 


New  York  nSJ". 

._ -ngllab   language,  p ., .. 

Beformed  Dntcb  Church  Id  Aiperlca.    It  wai  prepared  ■  short  time  before  Uie  call 

<rf  LaJdJJe.  to  meet  the  growing  neceaaltr  "'  ' ""-  '"   "—"-■•      "-  -—■-  ■■'- 

Je//  bMd  altered  to  preacb  In  Bnsllab,  U 


t/  LaJdJJe.  to  meet  Che  Knowing  ueceultr  of  Initractlon  In  Engllih. 
aelf  bMd  offered  to  preacb  In  Bngllab,  lI  bll  MDBlltory  thotutSt  hi 
tba^  Old  not  think  him  caiiabi*. 
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iiten  and  Ber.  Budde,  the^  reported  that  they  had  found  notliing 
mortbodoz  in  it ;  only  not  a  word  was  said  in  it  of  the  "  Procea- 
oon  of  the  Holy  Spirit"  (See  Acts,  Feb.  4,  1785.)  Also  in  one 
pUee  he  speaks  obBcurely  of  the  immediate  imputetion  of  Adam's 
Soilt,  although  this  is  treated  more  clearly  in  another  place.  The 
Clusis  takes  much  pleasure  in  the  advioe  of  the  Messrs.  Depp., 
ind  requests  that  an  answer  be  written  to  the  above  effect;  also 
It  the  same  time  that  it  be  suggested  te  him,  that  if  it  be  printed 
■giin,  it  should  be  issued  in  purer  English  by  persons  who  are 
batter  acqoainted  with  the  English  tongue.  The  Classis  approves 
of  tbe  book  on  condition  that  in  the  Preface,  or  at  the  close,  he 
opieas  himself  clearly  and  in  an  orthodox  manner  upon  the  "  Pro- 
oenon  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

The  Depp,  also  received  from  this  same  Bev.  de  Konde  a  book 
by  Rev.  Marshal  on  Sanctafication  written  in  English.  He  asked 
to  have  this  disapproved,  after  examination. 

Having  asked  the  advice  of  the  Kev.  Classis  on  this  matter, 
the  Sev.  Classis  judged  that  it  did  not  belong  under  our  jurisdic- 
tion, for  the  same  book  had  been  translated  into  Dutoh,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Classis  of  Leyden.  The  Kev.  Classis  will  postpone 
this  matter  until  the  next  meeting,  xiii.  3S3,  384.  (See  March 
19,  1764.) 

(Jakson.) 
Art.  6.  A  letter  was  read  from  Eev.  Jakson  to  the  Depp,  ad 
les  Exteras.  It  was  resolved  to  answer  him  briefly,  that  we 
Beither  can  nor  will  bother  ourselves  about  him  any  more.  We 
therefore  earnestly  request  him  to  write  no  more  letters  of  such 
contents,  as  he  has  done,  that  we  need  not  be  compelled  to  send 
Aem  back  unopened,     xiii.  384. 

Pennsylvania. 
Art.  8.     There  were  read  extracts  from  a  letter  from  Rev. 
Bt^l;  also  from  a  letter  from  two  elders  of  Amwyl,  (AmweU, 
V.  3.)    Theae  may  be  seen  more  at  length  in  the  Acta  Dq^uW 
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Also  extracts  from  the  Coetus  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  letters  of  Rev.  Stapel,  and  of  the  two  elders. of  Amwyl, 
were  answered  by  a  letter  pi^epared  by  the  Rev.  Depp.,  whidi, 
having  been  read,  was  approved  by  the  Classis  for  forwaiding. 
xiii.  384. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Cqnferbntie;,  Apbil  2, 

1764.     Vol.  31,  Page  219.     No.  142. 

To  the  Rev.  Gentlemen  who  call  themselves  the  Gonferentie. 

ReT.  Sirs  and  Brethren:— 

In  otir  letter  of  Oct.  3.  1763,  we  gave  the  action  of  the  Christian  Synod  of  North 
Holland  In  the  case  between  the  so-called  Coetns  and  jonrselves,  together  wttk 
the  opinion  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  We  now  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Actt  of 
the  recent  Synod  of  North  Holland,  (1703),  In  which  you  will  find  the  btiii  on 
which  their  action  rests.  We  request  that  these  Acts  l>e  sent  around  to  all  tho 
brethren  who  remain  subordinate  to  the  Classis,  and  to  such  alone;  for  the  Clml* 
cannot  keep  up  correspondence  with  those  who  cut  themselves  oflF  by  withdrawini 
from  the  subordination  formerly  established.  A  copy  of  the  Article  referring  to 
the  so-called  Coetus  brethren  has  been  given  to  Rev.  (Jacob  R.)  Hardenbergh,  to  bt 
delivered  to  them,  as  well  as  another  niessnge  from  us  on  this  matter.  It  wooM 
be  very  agreeable  to  us  to  learn  that  some  good  effect  were  produced  thereby,  tod 
that  subordination  to  the  Classis  were  re-established.  For  such  reasons  Is  it  thit 
we  desire  the  said  Acts  to  be  circulated.  Now  the  God  of  Peace  himself  glre  joo 
peace  always  by  all  means,  and  make  us  glad  by  seeing  your  good  order.  Mij 
the  salvation  of  his  right  hand  be  under  you  with  power. 

We  remain. 

Yours  with  esteem  and  brotherly  love. 
Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren, 

In  the  name  of  the  Classis, 

Johannes  de  Lange,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Prteds. 
Wlnoldus   Budde  "        "     **   "  Scribt. 

In  our  Classical  Assembly, 

Amsterdam,  April  2,  1764. 

In  addition  we  send  also  herewith  the  Acts  (of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland)  (rf 
1762,  which,  for  certain  reasons  we  could  not  send  last  year.  We  have  receiwd 
the  call  from  Queens  County,  together  with  a  letter  of  Rev.  Ritzema,  at  only  flifW 
expense.  Yesterday,  we  heard  of  one  candidate,  (Boelen?)  and  next  week  ^ 
expect  to  hear  of  another.  According  to  our  opinion,  each  of  these  can  be  intfo- 
duced  Into  some  field. 

Chfrch  of  New  York. 
The  Dutch  Party  versus  English  Preaching. 

New  York,  AprU  4,  17M. 
Ck>nslstory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Mr.  Abel  Hardenbrook,  John  Tlebout,  etc.,  made  a  proposal  of  peace  to  tfe*    i 
Consistory.      They   said   this   was   done   In    the   name   of   the   Dutch   Party.    ^    ] 
amounted,  in  short,  to  this:     That  the  Consistory  should  be  so  chosen  In  fotn*' 
that   the   Consistory   under  the  Bngllsh   minister  should  be  limited  to  ths  Htn^ 
Church,  and  the  Consistory  for  the  Dutch  ministers,  to  the  Old  Chueh;  that  tktft 
for  the  New  Church  should  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  Bngtish  mlnisteri  ts' 
those  for  the  Old  Church  should  do  this  for  the  Dutch  ministers;  both  sImnM  9^ 
stitnte  one  Congregation  and  Consistory,  and  no  Independence  should  be  tUowi  * 
oar  pulpit:  that  thia  proposition  should  be  added  to  the  Bight  Articles  aai  Mi 
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9\a  at  Cborcb  Beal,  sDd  depoalted  vltb  tb<  (»ldeat  Dulcb  mlnlater  as  an  agree- 
■Hiit  telweMi  tbv  Coailalaiy  nfid  the  ConstegilioD,  <that  |>art)  which  hitherto  bad 
bMi  afilnct  an  EnsllBb  mlnlater,  and  tbla  aboold  be  a  complete  aatlafactlon  of  tbe 

Tbt  Bepl;:  1.  That  tbe  reaolDtloD  of  tbe  Oobalatorr  waa  to  allow  no  one,  of 
■btMier  penntaton.  In  oar  pulpit,  bat  to  keep  It  (or  tboae  only  who  had  been 
vnlilMd  b7  tb*  Claaai*  ot  Amsterdani.  or  by  tbeir  order,  oi,  vho  at  leaat  atood  to 
Ike  nmmnnloD  ot  onr  cbarcb  and  bad  aubacrlbed  tbe  Staodarda  ot  Doctrine. 

1  TUt  lb*  CcMiaUtoTT  tboagbt  that  tbe  preaerratloD  of  tbe  Dotcb  Cburcb  and 
la  pilTllettca  wit  aecared  more  aurely  by  tbe  Elgbt  Artlclea  tbao  by  wbst  waa 


L  That  as  to  thooe  wbo  on  the  Dutch  aide  ibould  be  cboaeu  to  otDce.  and  were 
tMicllned  to  anbscrlbe  for  tbe  aecarlty  ot  tbe  aalary  ot  domlne  Laldlle.  tbe  Con- 
4X97  wonld  releaae  them  from  the  obligation.  Tbla.  therefore,  could  be  do  blD- 
txan  In  tbe  way  of  tbelr  belog  choaen  and  ordained. 

1.  That  tbe  Conalitory  waa  not  dlalncllned  to  aeal  tbe  Bight  Artlclea.  wttb  tbe 
•UltlsB  propoeed.  It  It  did  not  conflict  witb  Ibe  Call  already  made  on  domlbe 
UUHi,  Therefore  ■  docament  abonld  be  drawn  up  witb  a  alight  change  or 
hrttn  eiplaDatioii  which  It  waa  hoped  woald  aatlify  tbem.  And  ao  tbey  aepa- 
HM,  wan  Mn  tested. 

Blgnad  etc., 

J.  RItiema,  p.  t.  PrMldent 

New  Totk,  April  Btb.  ITM. 

ConiMory  beld  after  catling  ou  God'a  name. 

Vc,  Jtkobna  Stontenbarg.  William  Blawout  and  Tennia  TIpbout  appeared,  and 
nttMd  to  reaaoD  with  the  Conalatory  on  rarloua  matten  relatlTe  to  tbe  diapnte; 
"*  tow  they  wete  lneltned  to  peace  and  harmony.  It  waa  Judged,  that  tbla  conld 
**  t*  regalarly  done,  before  and  until  Mr.  Stoulenbtirg  and  tbey  In  whoae  nama 
^Vit.  regularly  recDgiilted  the  Coualatory.     Then  they  would  be  In  a  condition 

Signed  etc, 

J.  Rtliema,  p.  t.  Prealdent 

CHoacH  OF  Nbw  York. 
Translation  of  the  Catechism.     Type  for  the  P?iilin  Rook,  etc 

New  York.  May  lat.  1704. 
Caulnory  held  after  calling  on  God'a  name. 

1.  i  reqneat  was  preaenled  tor  the  appointment  ot  a  committee  to  revlae  aome 
►"ft  ot  tbe  Heidelberg  Catechism.  Confeaslon.  FormnlHrlpa.  etc.  Coiiaont  waa 
»^  'hit  domlne  Laldlle  ahouEd  call  each  a  commlttpc  na  aflen  aa  wni  Judged 
>^i,  and  abould  aammon  Meiara.  Theodore  ran  Wyck,  Isaac  RaoBcrelt,  D. 
•fcfk'rboir.  and  othcra  whom  (hey  ahonld  plcRne  to  i-all  In. 

!•  Ttie  aamr  commlllee  waa  directed  to  eiamlne  the  an-oiinta  of  domlne  Laldlle 
■Metence  to  tbe  expenaes  at  bla  call,  and  to  repay  to  Mr.  Daniel  Crommelln  tbe 
'■  T  be  bad  etpanded. 

Il  rai  Trmlri-a.  to  acDd  to  Holland,   to  Mcxnra,   LonKuevllle  and  Brinahall  for  . 

^  for  the  Pealm  Book,  and  that  to  cnch  of  thexe  erntlemen   £2n..  Sew  Tork 

IH7.  abonld  be  given.  In  achnowlrdgement  of  their  tmnble  In  fnrtherlng  the 

■a  domlne  Laldlle,  and  that  tbla  anm  nhonld  be  laid  out  on  n  picoe  of  allver. 

**  u  wonld  bet  pleaae  tbeae  parllea,  with  the  "Arma"  of  onr  corporation  on 

■»i»lTe,  That  the  plllati  of  tbe  gallery  he  carried  through  to  the  roof  of  the 
*•*  to  anpport  the  aam*.      The  above  mentioned  comralttee  will  attend  to  tbla. 

I  That  a  letter  of  thanka  he  aent  to  tbe  Claiwila  tor  their  tronble,  In  thla  matter, 
^laa  Utaema  will  compose  It,  And  alao  a  letter  to  the  aame  eSect  to  M««Kn. 
■Mlaju*,  Wlsoldaa  Badde  and  Dr.  Keonnfy. 

I'  Tkat  Mr.  J.  e»  Ffjtttr  be  directed  to  rent  out  for  one  year  the  honae  v^Ac'b 
■^^Mw  Tmm  drr  gmaa  bae  bitberto  occapied. 
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7.  Tbat  Ur.  John  MontaDi*.  Jr„  b«  ordind  to  pay  tba  moamr*  ooIUetcd  to  llr. 
Jakobna  BooMTolt. 

8.  It  wii  propoMd  to  bnlld  t  (mall  cbamber  iD  Uw  Naw  Cbotcb.  to  Mrvo  ma  • 
l«om  In  which  tfaa  mlnlater  can  NfTMh  hlmMU  betors  and  aftar  ptaacUnt.  Thli 
«aa  naerrad  tor  furthar  cooaldaiatlon. 

•.  Alderman  Boxart,  Abram  Lett,  Pater  Eeteltai  and  Jacob  La  Bor  wera 
appolotad  to  loot  over  the  Tacant  leata  In  both  chaicbM  and  ramit  coacamlnK 
tbam  to  the  Conatatorr,  that  th«7  mar  ba  dlapoaed  of  to  tha  aatlafactloB  o(  tha 
panoDa  lotMaitad. 

Sicnad  ate., 

J.  Bltaama,  p.  t.  Pr«ild«nt. 

Acts  or  the  Ci^ssis  of  Austebcau. 

LETTEBa. 

1764,  May  7th.  Art.  3.  The  ilesara.  Deputies  ad  rea  Exteras 
read  1.  A  letter  from  New  York  of  John  Ritzema,  dated  Mansli 
8,  1764;  2.  A  letter  from  John  Ritzema  as  President  of  the  con- 
BUtoiy,  to  our  Claasis;  3.  Also  one  from  George  van  Essen,  V,  B. 
M.  at  SL  Eustatiufl,  of  February  18,  1764.    xiu.  385. 

KkV.   J.VK30X. 

Art.  4  ad  6.  Kegarding  the  answer  to  the  letter  of  Eer, 
Jakson,  the  Hessrs.  Deputies  reported  that  they  themselves  had 
not  written,  but  they  bad  requested  a  certain  gentleman  to  do  so. 
He  had  agreed  thereto.  With  this  the  Classis  is  content,  ziii. 
385. 

Church  of  Xew  York. 

Repairs. 

New  Xork,   Mar  14tb.   1T64. 
Conalstory  held  after  calllne  on  Ood's  name. 

1.  TheTp  came  up  a  dispute  about  rerlBln  aeaU  In  the  New  Cbnrcb.  Becorder 
JohOBon,  Jskobua  Rooaevclt,  Alderman  Bogart,  Mr.  Keteltaa,  Abram  Lett  and 
Jacob  Le  tt07  were  appointed  a  committee  to  take  action. 

2.  Since  tha  conaiitory  at  present  haa  lo  moner  In  band  to  complete  the  New 
Oburcb.  all  hundred  pounda  ahall  be  taken  on  Interest  from  Gerardua  W.  Beekntan 
aod  a  bond  flTen  tberefor. 

SlEoed  etc., 

J.  Rltiema,  p.  t  Prealdent. 

Vebsifioatiok  of  the  Psalms  in  Enqusii. 

New  Xork,  Uaj  S2nd,  1T«4. 

1.  On  tbe  ITth  of  Uar  a  bond  for  £000  waa  given  to  Jamea  Janncei  at  •area 
per  cent.  In  place  4f  the  one  sItbd  to  Beekman. 

2.  That  Mr.  Evert  Byvank  be  relcaaed  from  hta  engagement  to  TatBl^  tk^ 
Patlma  In  Bngllah  In  the  aane  naoner  aa  tber  are  veralfied  In  DDtcbi  and  thaV 
the  a>mmltte«,  with  Mr.  Bopkln^  Inqnlre  In  reference  to  tbe  beat  metbod  of  liila^ 
tbl»  according  to  tbe  genhtaiir  the  Engllab  tongue,  and  that  tbe  TeraU^ing  be  d«ai^ 

Mccaifdinglr. 


f^.  a, 


kVvhc 
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ACTB  OF  THB  C1.ASSIS  OF  AuSTEBDAU. 

Letters  to  the  Consietory  of  New  York,  and  to  Lambertufl  de 
Bonde. 
1764,  June  4th.  Art.  6.  The  Meesra.  Deputies  r^ad  a  letter 
to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  and  also  a  letter  to  Rev.  Lam- 
bertns  de  Bonde,  minister  at  New  York.  Both  of  these  the  Claa- 
fOB  ipjpTGved,  and  directed  them  to  be  forwarded,     ziii.  387. 

Ths  Classis  of  Austebdau  to  Kbt.  Db  Roitdb,  Juite  4,  1764. 
Vol..  31,  Page  220.     No.  143. 

To  Her.  Lamtwrtiu  De  Ronde,  pastor  al  New  YoA, 
Bar.  Sir  and  Belorcd  Brotber:— 

AeMrdlQK  to  our  Irner  at  April  S,  1TS4,  ron  have  learned  tbat  roar  BnKllib 
Cktechlsm  waa  appnired  bj  the  CIrbbIb  npon  condlllon  tbat  ron  eipreaied  joar- 
Mlf  clearly  and  aonndly,  either  In  the  Preface  or  Id  the  Conclaeloti  upon  the 
myatery  of  the  FroceosloD  of  the  Holy  Gboet.  In  retereare  (o  the  book  ot 
Manhali  (on  Sanctlflratlon)  the  Claaala  was  ol  opinion  that  It  waa  berond  ber 
JnrlBdlcUon,  but  the  matter  would  be  coDBlUeriHl  in  another  Assembly.  Sobae- 
qoentl;  on  March  T,  1764,  this  matter  wan  brongbt  up.  We  accordingly  notify  yon 
that  the  CUwIb,  apon  further  Infomjatlon.  atUI  bolds  to  her  former  resolution,  that 
HArahaira  book  lies  outside  of  ber  Jurisdiction.  Baring  nolblng  more  to  write, 
we  commit  you  to  Qod  and  the  Word  of  his  Grace,  while  we  remain,  alfectlonately. 
Rev.  Sir  and  Brother, 

Yonr  obedient   aervsnta  and  brethren, 

la  the  name  of  the   CIhbeIb  of  Amsterdam. 

WlnolduB    Bndde,    Depp.    CI.    b.    t.    Praesls. 

John  Ealkoen      8crlba. 

In  onr  ClaBSlcal  Aiaembty,  Amsterdam,  Jane  i,  1764, 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistort  of  New  York, 
Jl-ne  4,  1764.     Vol.  31,  Paoe  220.     Ko.  144. 

To  tbe  Bbt.  ConalBtory  ot  New  York, 
Be*.  Sirs  and  Belored  Brethren:— 

It  »<M  wltb  aatlBfactlon  that  we  received  yoor  letter  of  tiarcb  8.  1764.  It  cam« 
to  na  by  means  of  tbe  packet-boat  not  only  quickly,  bnt  also  with  little  expense. 
What  has  t>een  to  yon  a  matter  ot  trouble,  baa  been  to  as  far  from  a  matter  ot 
lay:  ssmely,  ttiat  the  Catecblit  and  VIsitoT  of  the  Sick.  Adrian  Van  der  Bwan, 
had  praetlaed  snch  deception  on  as,  forslnK  letters  In  tbe  name  of  Iter.  RItiema 
aal  of  the  congiegation  of  Jagertle  (SanEertlesl.  and  bad  thiia  attempted  to  force 
Ubmit  Into  the  ministry.  It  la  a  gr«at  aausractlon  to  us  that  yon  have  ans- 
MMed  him,  and  deprived  him  of  every  office.  This,  of  courae.  we  nnanlmonaly 
avpnwa.  W*  do  not  suppose  tbat  the  Lord  Mayor  of  New  York  la  a  man  wbo 
*B  a«w  clT*  him  a  Ueenae  to  preach  and  calACblae  elaewbere.  or  encourage  him 
latajp  way.  Wa  tdvlae  yoo.  it  the  Lord  Mayor  abonid  encourage  blm  In  bla  dls- 
MlMty  candnet,  tbat  yon  impose  it  In  as  kind  a  way  aa  posalble. 

ll  will  be  a  matter  of  (re«t  satiafactton  to  oa  to  heat  ot  haTmony  Tetti»«& 
•■f  tha  HMBibai*  of  roar  Ooatlttorr.  Did  our  former  letter  proiiice  am 
••*   m  *ctM  tbat  tte  Ood  of  Peace  may  bfod  these  brethren  togettieT  ataVa, 
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and  that  oar  eiboiutlooi  bar*  been  blMMd  to  Ihli  »nd.  We  alao  bop*  that  Bcr. 
llr.  Leadtr,  (LaldUe).  wbo,  w>  truat,  baa  alraadj  airlred.  ma;  bvcome  a  gnat 
InitraniMit  of  good  aniiing  jod,  and  tbat  the  blMalac  or  the  Lord  mar  TMt  n|KHi 
him.  Har  the  Great  King,  wbo  nl(D»  over  bl>  Cbutvb  br  hla  Son.  be  jont  wladom 
aod  itrenglb  In  itl  rour  lolnlitrr.  Hay  his  graco  be  auUclent  for  jon,  and  Us 
power  initaln  yon  In  jonr  weakneaa. 
W*  Tainalii  affeotlonatelj  joura, 

ReT.  Sin  and  Beloved  Bretbren, 
Tonr  aerranta  and  brethren. 

In  the  name  of  the  Clauli  of  A 
Wlnoldoa  Bndd*.  Depp.  CI.  i 
Joh.  Kalkoeo,  


JnH  «,  1T64. 

CncRCH  OF  Xew  YottK. 
Translation  of  the  Catechism  Completed. 

N«w  Tort.  Inn*  Gth,  17S4. 
Coo«litoc7  held  after  ealllng  on  a«d'(  nam*. 

1.  The  Hetdelberg  Caterhlam  In  Bnglteb  waa  presented  bj  the  eomtnlttee.  It 
had  been  prepared  br  tbem  from  tranilatlona  already  eitatlog.  Tbla  tranalatlmi, 
htTtng  been  compared  br  the  conslstorr  with  the  Dutch,  to  their  aatUfactlon,  van 
approved  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

2.  It  waa  staled  to  be  neceaaarr  to  take  off  the  root  of  the  New  Chnrrh  This 
Wfis  tmanlmoDsi;  agreed  to. 

8.  That  Ur.  Amtbonr  ten  Bjck  shall  from  tbla  time  on,  receive  proper  Interval 
tor  hla  dlsbnrsementa. 

Blgnad  etc., 

J.  Bltaema,  p.  t  President. 

Qekman  Reformed  CHtTtcH,  New  York. 

New  Tork.  Jane  ISth.  ITM. 
Present  all  the  members  of  the  Conslstor;. 

Domlne  Kem  Informed  tbe  meeting  thst  he  bad  been  Invited  br  the  two  Dntch 
Ministers,  tbe  Rev.  Dm*.  Rltsema  and  De  Ronde.  to  attend  a  Conterentle  meeting,  to 
be  held  tbe  foILoKlng  da;.  Dm.  Rem  furtber  itated  thCt  iccordLng  to  the  chareh 
recorda,  dated  Z8th  October,  17(13.  It  had  been  resolved  •■  tbat  this  chnrch,  for  the 
better  preservation  of  the  same,  altacb  themselves  to  Ihe  Claials  ol  Amaterdam.  and 
tbat  now  was  Che  time  for  tbem,  according  to  tbelr  knowledge  and  conadenca  to  glva 
their  votes  upon  the  Bobject. 

Resolved.  Coantmoualr.  Tbat  subordination  to  tbe  Classls  of  Amsterdam  Is  for 
the  good  of  the  Chiircb,  betler  (ban  It.  In  an  Independent  state,  can  be  kept.  Tbat 
Ibe  neceaaary  credeolIalB  sbiill  be  prepared  ready  for  signature.  At  tbe  same  time 
tbe  credentials  were  prepared,  read  and  signed  aa  per  copy  page,  9. 

Copy. 
Most  honorable  and  much  esteemed  Brethren. 

We  the  nnderslgned.  duty  elected  members  of  the  Consistory  of  tbe  Oermae 
Reformed  Charcb  here,  ivpre  minded  lor  some  time  past,  for  the  better  provldlns 
for  the  good  of  our  cburcb  to  unite  wlCb  the  honorable  Clasili  of  Amsterdam.  And 
onr  Minister  having  been  Invited  by  the  Rev.  Dms.  Rltsema  and  de  Bonda  to  be 
preheat  at  a  meeting  of  tbe  honorable  Synod  of  North  Holland,  on  tbe  19th  Inst, 
at  tbe  taking  nt  tae  dnal  vote.  We  have  Ulieik  tb«  matter  again  Into  consideration, 
"ul  Bail  no  reason  for  altering  our  ptevlout  &eUrm\iiU\on. 
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V«  tbvatora  dapatlM  by  till*  mitltig  not  only  onr  much  be1or«d  Faator  ths  B«t. 
JohsB  Hldical  KcTD,  but  alM  oor  chrlatltui  brotbcr  Sebutl  BtepbaDj  u  elder,  to 
appaar  In  our  b«halt  befor«  tlie  honorable  Claaati  of  Amiterdam  to  deliberate  and 
aonae,  and  Mudnde  with  the  aaieiiibled  Hlnlateti  and  Bldera,  that  the  word  of  Ood 
■nd  tha  reculatloiia  o(  our  dearlr  beloved  cburcb  mar  recommend  for  the  preaent 
■•  wall  aa  tor  the  future  welfare  of  the  whole  Low  Reformed  Datcb  Cborch  In  thlj 
FrorUet^  and  onra  In  particular. 

Mar  the  Spirit  of  Wladom  and  Peace  be  wltb  the  aaaembled  HinlBteri  and  Bldeia 

ta  all  their  deltberatlona  and  actlona,  and  maj  all  redound  to  the  glorj  of  hta  holy 

name  and  tha  extenalan  ol  the  " 

With  tha  (reateat  recpact 

Johannea  Zurcber 
Abraham  Ldok 
Johannea  Heyer, 
Beta  rich  Ctoo 
BelDTlcb  Will 
Nair  Xotk.  ISth  Jane,  1764. 

To  tha  Aiaembled  Churche*  of  tha  honorable  Claaala  of  Amaterdam. 


Deacona. 


EPFOBTa  FOE  UmoiT, 

Aots  of  tlie  Assembly  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  so-called 

Coetos  and  Conferentie,  June  19  and  20,  1764. 

Jane  19,  174M — Forenoon. 


John  Bltaecaa 
Lanbanoa  de  Sonde 
Arch.  LaldlU 
Dlplanna  Tan  Slnderen 
John  C.  Rube! 
John  C.  Prjenmoet 
B.  Uerer 
John  Lcydt 


JacobQs  Booaevelt 
Thoa.  Van  Wyek 
Jdo.  Bogert,  Jun. 
Rem  Remsen 
Andles  Stockhohn 
Jacob  Dckker 
Jobn  Wynkoop 
Bendrlk  F^iber 

John  pBDllsen 
Jobn  Qerrltae 
Bendrlk  Benner 
J.  S.  Stepbaay 
Oerrlt  Leydekker 
John  Montfort 

JoDBB  Freer 
John  BlauTelt 
John  BrlnckerholT 
BernaardoB  Rrder 
laaRC  BrlnkerboK 
BenJ.  Van  Uetr* 


Ita  Fndamantal  ArtlclM  of  the  Coetua,  and  the  lettera  of  the  Rer.  Claaala  of 
JMMilf,  dated  Jannarr  11  and  October  BO,  1788.  were  read  to  the  Aaaembly. 
Ttrtt  Hbi  iiMliiiiB  followed.  In  which  the  brethren,  not  coming  to  an  nndentandlni, 
*M  to  a  pMtponemant  ontll  tha  next  day. 
NuiiH  with  thankaBlTtDK  to  Ood. 


Hart.  Van  Barllnien 
Jidu>  Bchnneman 
Kanilce  Ooetachlna 


ECCLEBUniCAL  BCCOBDH 

JOM  SO,  ITM. 

OpHMd    wtth    pnjtr,    bj    Dam.    Sltiem*.    TiM   foUowtnc    ftddlttonftl    toaalitn 

Elder,  Rrneir  QICMen 
Stephen  Eabrliko 
"      Peter  Booma. 

Tbe  brethreD  of  tbe  lo-cilled  Coetu*  aUted.  ■■  their  OdkI  >i»iTer  upon  tlie  paper* 
read  jnterdij,  that  thej  foimd  [d  tbe  decliloii  of  the  Ber.  Clauli  eome  dlfflealttea 
wblcb  mult  Drat  be  removed :  and  >■  we  nuld  gtre  no  eipIanBiloii*  of  It,  titey 
desired  to  lij  tbelr  pracamlna  before  tbe  Rev.  Ryaoa  or  ClaaU  Itaelf.*  We  eouM  not 
bat  cordUIlT  aueDt  to  ibli.  In  the  eipectatloa  tbat  tbe  Bar.  AMembllea  will  uaka 
farther  deflalte  itateDivnlm.  which  will  be  plain  to  ni, 

Wbereupon  tbe  brethren  of  the  Coetni  departed,  and  thoee  ol  the  CmrwwMtamm 
OBOUiiiBD  I'BBUBELTBB  ANEW ;  aod  the  Joint  meetloE  w*a  cloaed  witb  tbanksclTtilS, 

Acts  of  "  The  Assembly  Sitbordixate  to  the  Rev.  Classis," 
(obtue  cosfekextik,  now  for  the  flrst  formally  organ- 
IZED, WITH  Elders),  .Tl'XE  20,  1764. 

Tha  Snbordlnate  Anemblj,  aoder  tbe  Ctaaila  aad  STiiod,  waa  opened  irith  jftmjn 
bj  Dem.  BitMma. 

Uembera  Preaent. 
HlDlater*  Elders. 

J.  Bltiema  Jaeobna  Booseralt 

L.  De  Bonde  John  Bogert,  Jiu'r. 

UlpL  Tan  Bindereu  Bern.  Benuen 

J.  C.  Babel  Andrew  Bto<Aho1m 

John  8cba;)er  Bjiilet  Van  Qleaaea 

JohD  C.  FrrcDmoat  Jacob  Dekker 

B.  Tan  Der  Unde  Stepben  Sabrlako 

G.  D.  Sock  Beadrik  Benner 

J.  U.  Kem  lobQ  B.  Stepban; 

Peter  Boome,  of  PoioptoD 
NIcbolaa  Wjckoff,  of  Nortb  Braneb. 
Iiaae  Brlnckerboff.  o(  riabklll. 

1,  PoaffhfceepeM. — Peter  Van  Sleek,  Elder,  aod  Jaba  CoDkllD.  Deacon,  of  Poacb- 
taepala.  appeared  before  tbe  Aaaembl;  with  a  complaint  acalaat  tbe  rallng  Cooalatorj 
of  the  confcrCBatlOD,  tor  making  a  call  npoa  one  Scboonmaker.  without  recoinlalng 
them  therein  In  tbelr  offldal  Cbaraeter.  Further,  tbat  their  church  maintained 
tbe  Cbarch  Order  of  the  S^nod  of  Dort.  and  tbelr  balldlnf:  waa  erected  npoo  tbat 
condition,  aa  appeara  from  a  copr  of  tbe  deed  of  aale,  which  waa  exhibited ;  jet  tha 
Coaaletorj,  when  aaked  whether  the;  remained  under  tbe  Claaali  of  Amaterdam,  aald 
that  tbej  adhered  to  (be  Coetua ;  and  one  lald  that  he  adhered  to  Qod's  Word. 
Bealdea,  the;  bad  let  Bcboonmaker  preach,  against  the  problbltlan  of  tbe  elder,  who 
Objected  becBUB*  be  waa  not  refniiarl;  ordained.  On  tbe  ground  of  theae  complaint^ 
It  waa  requested  tbat  a  mlniater  ghould  be  sent  to  appoint  a  Conalitorr  according 
to  the  Constitution  of  our  Church.  After  a  conidentloui  consideration  of  the  eaaa, 
the  request  was  Bran  ted. 

2.  The  Student  Lcvdekker. — Gerrlt  Lejdekker,  a  student  Id  theolojtr,  reqaestad 
tbe  Aasemblj  to  write  on  bis  behalf  to  the  CIbssIb  for  liberie  to  admit  him  to  tha 
preparatory  eiamlnatlon  tor  a  candidate;  which  tbe  Aeaemblj,  knowlai  him  to  ba 
properlj  quail  fled,  undertook  to  da. 

S.  Tappon. — ComelluB  Abraham  Heerlng.  repreaeotlnK  thlrt;-ntne  head*  of  famlllaa 
of  the  cenBTeKntlon  of  Tappan,  preaented  Tariona  oerere  cbargee  against  tha  mlolatai, 

■«ae  3m»  8,  1760. 
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Bam'I  Tarbijck,  both  In  doctrine  and  lUe.  The;  bad  deslrei]  bim  to  Tealgn,  otherwlit 
tkcj  woald  witbdnw  tbeir  oblleatlon  for  his  rolnrj  ;  wbereupon  he  put  tbem  all 
nkder  eenmre.  and  excluded  tbem  from  tbe  Lord'a  table,  and  the;  still  remalD  la 
tbat  ■tkte,  withont  anj  care  being  taken  of  them,  Bllboueb  they  are  members  of  bla 
;  wherefore  the;  request  to  be  released  b;  the  Assembly  from  such  a 
waa  rewind  to  present  their  case  to  tbe  Itev.  Classts,  and  urge  It  with 

Jane  21,  1764 — Porenoon. 

Opsned  with  prajer  b;  the  President. 

1.  rtthlcia. — The  adrlce  of  ths  Rer.  Messrs.  Rltiema,  De  Bonde.  Van  Slnderen, 
and  Rnbtl,  respecting  the  election  and  ordination  of  a  Conaiator;  at  FIsbhIII,  and 
the  proeeedlngs  of  Dom.  Terbrjck  In  CBrr;lDg  out  tbe  same,  were  read  to  the 
As^soiblj  and  approTcd ;  and  Dom.  Verbrjck  was  beartllj  thanked  for  his  pains  In 

Z.  TJIs  Soste. — The  congrsgatlon  of  FlabklU  having  called  Dom.  Blauw,  (before  tlM 
nBlawtnlly  ordained  Bchoonmaker  came  Ibere),  and  It  being  atlll  uncertain  wbetbec 
ha  wHl  come.  Sehoonmaker  Meks  to  atrengtben  bis  parlj.  and  thus  to  divide  ths 
lawfnl  mbordlnated  congregation.  Bo  tbe  elder,  Isaac  Brlnckerboll,  stated,  and 
rvQncMed  tbe  aid  of  tbe  Asaemblj  Id  aupplflng  tbem  with  tbe  preaching  of  the 
Ooapcl.     This  tbe  brethren  promised  to  render,  each  according  to  his  ablllt;. 

3.  Letter  to  the  Ctatrtt. — It  was  resolved  tbat  a  letter  be  prepared  to  the  Ber. 
QaaalB:  and  Dom.  Bltiema,  Prea.,  and  Dom.  De  Sonde,  Clerk,  were  appointed  a 
committee  lor  tbe  parpote. 

Jus*  SI — Afternoon  Session. 

Opened  irltb  prayer.  The  proceedings  of  tbe  aelgbborlng  ministers,  soil.,  J.  C 
Frrenmoet,  H.  Mcj-er,  and  J.  D.  Kock,  with  their  elders,  who.  In  the  case  of  Dom, 
K.  T.  Van  HoevenberE,  found  themselves  coustralned  In  conscleoee,  b;  bis  high- 
handed sins,  nnclesnness,  drankenuess.  contention.  111  treelment  of  bis  wife,  and  per- 
■latent  contempt  and  scorn  of  all  ecclesiastical  admonitions,  to  la;  him  under 
eenanre,  were  laid  before  tbe  Assembly,  with  a  reqaeat  for  advice  how  to  deal  with 
Ub  farther,  In  case  be  continued  obstinate  In  his  sins.  The  Assembly  advlaed  them 
ts  keep  Don.  Van  Uoevenberg  still  under  censure,  until  the  reply  of  the  Bev. 
Ooals  sllonid  be  received. 
Tke  Ismiinlilj  Mparated  In  lovs  and  psace.  with  thanksgiving. 

J.  Rltxeua,  p.  t.  Fres. 

L.  Da  Bonds,  p.  t.  Clert:. 


"ThB  AsSBHSLT  SdBOBDINATBS  to  the  CtASSIS,"   [OE  THE  CON- 

j  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Jtjne  21,  1764. 
Vol  33,  Paoe  80.     Ko.  349. 

tt  iW  Ber.  aasala  ol  Amsterdam : — 

It  ta  already  known  to  you  that  your  letters  of  January  11,  1T63,  and  October  8. 
^  '•  same  year,  have  been  received  lu  due  aeason,  and  we  hereby  express  our 
1  to  yon  for  then).  But  the  Acts  of  tbe  Synod  of  North  Flolland,  contstolng 
I  Sat  acceptabts  dediloD,  which  we  think  so  necpssary  for  the  security  of  the  doc- 
a  discipline  of  our  Church  In  tbla  distant  part  of  the  world,  (If  we  mean 
1  kipbold  our  doctrine  by  dlaclpltne,  and  not  fall  Into  all  aorta  of  errors,  through 
*>  Ketendcd  freedom  of  living  under  an  Engtiab  government,)  atlll  remain  behind, 
■Wwih  we  never  bad  more  need  of  them  than  now. 
(ta  tbe  leth  of  June  wa  met  in  the  Consistory  Chamber,  at  New  Tork,  and 
I  lAnloaately  besought  our  brethren  to  unite  with  us  on  the  basis  of  the  decision  of 
I  ^dMriaud  Byood;  but  nothing  was  less  in  their  minds  than  submlaslon.  They 
~  ~       ~  I.  and  Dom.  Leydt,  ipeaking  In  the  name  of  the 

D  their  Chnrcb  Order,  by  citing  and  explaining  varioas  pas- 
ina  to  make  the  Impression  on  every  one  that  our  Ctun^ 
a  Scrlptares,  and  In  condlet  with  Bngilth  freedom.    &avu 
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wc  kept  our  purpow  not  to  cater  Into  dlaputa  with  tbtin,  •llhoa(ti  •onie  ■gprtitlom 
wert  to  piercing  tbat  we  could  icarcctj  keep  itlenL  To  blm  t-ai  the  othara  who 
■uUted  him  we  maintained  tbat  Ibej  muat  lubmlt,  or  elaa  make  thalr  caia  clear 
to  the  Claula  and  t^ynod  :  tor  we  could  not  undo  what  had  been  delermlDcd  hr  lb* 
hlEbeit  JudlcRlarlea:  [he  more  eapeclall]',  aluce  we  coneclentloualf  acquleaced  In  that 

Should  the;  nnw  write,  we  ■llll  bo|K  ihal  ibe  Kct.  ClauJi  will  take  care  that  th« 
determlnacloD  alrend]'  made  be  cot  altered,  lor  we  are  flrmlr  convinced  that  In  that 
caae  ibe  existing  cimriiilunB,  Ingtend  i>t  beinn  ended,  would  commence  anew. 

After  tbe  dejiarture  ut  (be  bretbri'u,  we  Inruied  ouraelTea  Into  "AN  AaaBUBLT, 
80BORDIMATB  T(>  TFiB  Uev.  (.'uhhih  "—a  immr  wblch  we  gladly  appropriate  10 
ouraelTei;  and  ai  iiucU.  we  coaaldvred  tbe  matleri  brouKbt  up  Lj  tboae  wbo  are 
wllllnj!  to  continue  wltb  ua  Id  aiibordluatlon  lo  yuu. 

Article  1  atatee  tbe  case  u(  raustikeepile.  wbere  Che  coogreKatlon  li  under  tbe 
tyrannj  of  lonie  cuiialalnrla]  perauna.  wbo  were  picked  out  of  tbe  congregatloD  b; 
the  Coetiia  mlnlatera.  to  nerve  the  enila  ut  Ibe  (.'oetua.  Lj  UDlawfullj  tbruatlng  ueo 
to  one  Id  tbe  conRri-ifatloD  beliiK  opimard)  upon  I'ouKbkeepale  and  fiibklU  that 
(IleDrlcua)  HrbooDuiuker  whom  they  Jaat  autuina  made  a  candidate,  and  have  now 
made  a  minister,  lie  naa  brauubl  Into  our  Anaembl)'  wltb  bla  bands  on.  tor  wblch 
reason  he  standi  on  the  list  ot  mlnlstem  preaent  tbe  flrat  day :  aod  we  did  not  elpel 
blm.  t>r('aiise  we  were  udwIHIde  to  commence  a  atrlfe  wltb  them.  We  bare  now 
permitted  [be  |-e[itloners  to  choose  a  Consistory,  wblcb  will  serve,  not  only  to 
hinder  in  his  illsorderly  course  this  youne  man,  ordained  ojtalnat  the  will  of  the 
Claaals.  las  they  very  well  knew,)  but  alao  to  put  the  conRrecatlon  Id  a  condltloD  to 
unite  wltb  some  other  SPttleirienta  nrnr  by.  In  cnlllni.'  a  lawfully  ordaloed  mtnlster 
from  Ibis  country  or  from  Holland. 

Tbe  second  article  eoncerns  the  request  of  Mr.  Crrrlt  Leydekker.  to  be  eiamlned 
for  a  candidate,  and  witbout  dnuM.  If  he  nhall  lie  called  by  any  coDEreicatloD.  tor  A 
[uiDlaler.  Wc  recimimend  blm  Id  (he  strntiKCel  tcrmi.  not  only  as  one  whom  we 
know  to  have  iH'en  taucht  from  Ms  yniith  la  Ijitin  and  Greek,  but  also  as  bavlac 
Btudled  far  four  years  at  the  Colloi:e  of  NVw  Jersey  under  Tresldent  Burr,  so  dlll- 
ireDtty.  ns  to  reretie  the  de^irre  nf  Itarbelor  of  Arts:  sfler  which  he  spent  a  year 
and  a.  half  In  divinity  under  Horn.  ItllicmB.  sad  In  IlPbrew  under  I>om.  Kala.  HI* 
maturity  of  mlud  aud  pli'ty  of  life  conllrm  ua  the  mnre  In  thia  desire,  aa  also  doM 
his  wenkncsa  of  body,  which  has  Blwaya  kept  him  from  undeitaklnB  the  voyaie  to 
Holland.  ItcloK  coDvlarrK]  Ibit  the  IrrCk'ular  nrdlnalton  ot  the  Coetus  mlntaters  was 
Incunalatent  with  our  constllutloa.  be  has  nrrer  been  able  to  unite  wltb  them;  yet 
he  has  flpenl  nil  or  aeren  yeara  In  the  eierclsea  mentioned,  without  aoy  proapcet 
what  the  laaue  of  bla  course  would  be;  and  he  has  a  true  deaire  to  cdlfy  hia 
nelEhbora. 

Article  S  relates  tbe  sad  condllloD  of  tbe  conRreKallon  ot  TappBD.  which  at 
dlSerent  tlmea  has  been  brouRht  before  tbe  Ber.  Claaals.  and  which  we  h«va 
promlspd  to  urge  In  serious  terms. 

Tbe  dispute  la  principally  alioul  aome  allly  speeches  of  tbe  minister  from  the 
pulpit,  as  e.  e- :  The  forms  of  prayer  must  he  caat  sway,  and  ws  muat  pray  by  tha 
Spirit.  Those  who  attend  church  Id  [he  forenoon  and  not  in  tbe  atteraoon,  are  oD 
tbe  direct  rood  to  hell,  etc.  And  Ihougb  be  la  bound,  by  the  terma  of  bla  call,  la 
preach  on  [he  feallTsl  days,  he  does  not  refralD  from  derldlos  tbe  custom,  as  whM 
once  oSlclatlnj;  on  I'ass-dny.  (Raster.)  be  preocbed  upon  the  cruclflxloa.  Besldea. 
he.  slontt  with  other  mlnl8[ers.  desired  a  cbnrter  for  an  academy  from  tbe  OoTsmor 
of  New  Jersey.  altbouRb  he  lire*  under  tbe  eorernmeot  of  New  York.  These  tblai^ 
vreacty  excited  the  conjrrefrntlon.  yet  encb  held  Brmly  to  his  own  way  ;  the  mlnlatsr 
deeoiloe  blmself  more  bound  to  maintain  bis  fancy  of  having  so  academy  or  m 
Olassln.  than  to  feed  the  souls  Intrusted  to  blm;  and  the  congreKBtloa  tbiDklns  tbnC 
they  were  not  iHiund  lo  s  mlnliter  wlin  waa  not  wllllni;  to  abide  by  what  baA 
always  been  lausbt  and  practiced,  nor  to  unite  with  us.  who  maintain  due  aabordl— 
nation,  Lonir  since  would  we  bari>  done  sompthlnit,  had  we  not  feared  tta* 
unavoldalile  wn*tInR  of  the  eburoh.  Therefore,  we  hope  that  tbe  Claaals  will  laMa* 
the  case,  for  the  relief  of  these  long-oppressed  heads  of  famlllea.  And  sine*  tkl^ 
matter  of  an  academy  In  thnt  which  la  so  sadly  disputed  Id  tbe  eoDKreiatloBB  oC 
New  Jersey,  and  tboee  ad}oln1ne.  we  cannot  omit  mentloDlDE  that  DotwItbstaDdlHiM 
Iwo  goremon  bare   refused   their  rmiuest.  they   gnean   to  try  It  with   tha  thlfd  ^ 
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v&coc*  m«  Jiutly  exiicet  tbat  ff  It  I«  fruited,  tbey  mint  contribute  to  tbe  ereetloD 
af  miteh  >  acbool,  kn4  that  In  order  to  Increase  jet  more  tbe  Damber  of  tbat  kind  o( 
mlalaten. 


tbat 


Tbr  tmnuMlon«  recorded  In  tbe  mlna 
tboee  of  Poii(bkecp*Ia  fttread;  mentioned, 
vltb  ll»  *d]ier«ati  of  ScboonniAker  an 
Improper  (o  repeat  tbem :  jet  we  muat  ea 
lax  to  oar  conatltntlon,  will  perlih,  un 
PinaequeBcei  *bat  tbej  maj. 

Tbe  laat  cue  Id  tb«  minute*,  tbat  of  I 
man  J  teatlmoDlea  that  tbe  bretbren  eon 
cenmre,  and  continue  blm  tbere,  anieu  be  lb 
riTlSK  DP  ot  bli  ilna.  We  cao  do  notblng  lo  s 
knowledge  of  tbe  Claaal* ;  so  wg  truit  tbat  th 
tu  KOd  over  tbe  iwom  teatlmony,  will  eonflrm 
God'a  Word  and 


of  June  21  are  of  the  aama  nature  a« 
be  encounteri  Dom.  Frjenmoet  baa  bad 
)  nncbrlstlan  and  Indecent,  tbat  tt  la 
rigbta  of  eongregatloDB,  accord- 
thta   caae   la  atrlctlj   bandied, 


tbe 


T,  Tan  HoeTenberg,  vaa  anpported  bj  ao 
do  otberwiae  tbsn  laj  blm  Doder 
3ld  *ooD  abow  repentance,  and  tbe 
•h  an  Impartant  matter  without  tbe 
Rev,  Claiali,  without  requiring  as 
or  action.  In  Inalatlng,  according  to 
ConatltDtlon  of  tbe  Chureb,  upon  tbe  depoallton  ot  «uch  an 
open  ilnner  going  on  In  bla  alna;  ao  that  be  maj  be  taken  out  of  tbe  waj,  and  the 
conurceatlon  be  enabled  to  provide  Itaelf  wlcb  a  lultable  minister.  We  could  aaj 
■Dch  of  this  unbappj  man.  bat  be  la  peraonallj  known  to  many  membera  of  the 
K*T.  (.'lasslB.  and  now.  bj  domeallc  elrcumataneea,  be  la  become  atlll  more  unhappj. 
Bj  (!if  aboae  of  an  expreaalon  In  bla  call,  as  If  be  were  under  tbe  Sjnod  of  Dort, 
which  all  the  world  knows  to  be  no  longer  In  existence,  be  conceived  bimiell  snbject 
lu  Da  church  Judicature,  and  on  thla  bis  obatlnacj  waa  baaed.  Therefore,  we 
■rparated  from  him. 

Not  to  delitj  jou  longer,  we  mast  still  mention.  In  few  words,  that  tbs  strength 
Vt  our  opponents  lies  partlj  In  the  abuse  of  Ood's  Word,  with  wbtrh  thej  go 
ireunil  In  the  conin^gatloDs,  saying  that  It  gives  the  rlRhl  of  ordination  to  them 
f^nalij  witb  tbe  Classls.  and  that  the  Classls,  In  appropriating  that  right  to  them- 
seives.  are  In  conflict  with  the  Word  of  God ;  partlj  that,  as  thej  aaj.  being 
nbjecia  of  tbe  King  of  Great  Britain,  it  la  not  allowed  them  to  BcknowIedKe  n 
{«r#l*n  power,  jet  the  civic  oath  Is  odIj  political,  and  has  reference  merelj  lo  the 
Mpremacj  of  the  Pope  In  the  Church  ot  England  ;  partlj  becHuse  Dom,  Hardenberj 
^r«ad  It  abroad  that  although  tbe  ClassU  and  Synod  had  (bus  written,  yet  many 
Mnlnen  and  profesBor*  were  of  a  contrary  opinion,  especfnily  Professors  Burman 
ud  Bonnet,  who  had  approved  tbe  erection  ot  an  academy  here,  and  would  send  lo  It 
a  nilaUe  peraon  for  professor  of  divinity.     So   the  name   of   llie   Rev,   Wlnoldua 


Ctasilcal   Letter,   Is  v 


very  generally   kno 

ill  bandi  to  heaven  over  the  slas  of  thi 

■ttter  of  cBlUnK  Dom.  FrjcniDoet  to  i 

U  proof  were  demanded,  we  think  the  b 

The  Rev.  Arch,  Laldlle  and  H.  Meyer 

«cb  with  an  elder,  the  Classls  will  be 

vltb  OS  In  tbe  subordinate  Assembly. 

It  at  cannot  wholly  forbear  to  say.  tbi 

"  I.  tbat  If  he  did  not  propose  to  maintain 

!»tsd  the  call  to  New  York.   The  latter,  bs 

ears,  by  tbe  force  ot  this  alliance,  to  b 

suloa,   that   they   having  deprived   btm 

'mi.  afterwards  postponed   the   matter : 

■■pllabed.  since  he  waa  assured  that  bli 


and   t 


f  the  li 


own,    Is  abused   by   th 

report  that  be  lifted 

oee  who  opposed  the 

oetQB.  especially  In  tbe 

the  North   Braccb.  at 

Rarllan  :  as  to  which. 

balance  wouM  Incline 

0  the  other  side. 

havInK  been  present 

D  tbe  Assembly  at  flrat. 

bat  tbey  did  not  unite 

would  gladly  be  silent. 

QOKb  he  desired  tbat 

nen  should  not  speak  of 

t   appear   blmself.   yet  made 

1  bla  coDgregatfon. 
g.  jet  he  could  not  appear  with  the 
.    of    regard    to    their 


ch  a  subordination,  be  ahoiild  Dot  have 
ng  married  a  sister  of  Dom.  llardenberg. 
e  brought  things  so  far  with  bla  eon- 
}f  authority  to  subject  them  to  tbe 
till,  the  elder  tblnka  that  It  will  he 
a  were  Inclined  thereto.  Dom. 
iwn  by  bla  elder  the 
gave  Ds  to  under- 
iilslte  authority,  because 
y    and    peace,    waa   i 


Although  the  matters  of  tbe  aged  Rricksoa  came  before  lis. 
MM  not  take  them  In  hand,  because  he  wss  deprived  of  tbe  witnesses  for  bis 
m;  lor  which  reason  his  case  Is  omitted  from  our  minutes,  yet  bis  nacrallve 
MpcDceedlnga  altogether  uuchrtatlao. 

m.  J.  II,  Kent,  a  High   Dutch  minister  of  (he  TteforTned  cnnKregatlou  ot   thai 
■  la  New  York,  has  anited  with  lis.     n'e  mcDtlun  him  lirrause  he  la  dnulitleva 
"w*  la  tke  Ber.  ClasalK  bmrlog  been  called  from   tbe  coDgrciiatloa  ol  UeV4c\. 
J05 


3930 


Ecclesiastical  Records 


1764 


bers,  and  provided  with  a  commendatory  teitlmonlal  by  that  Consistory.  Ha 
before  ns  desiring,  with  his  congregation,  to  come  under  our  Assembly,  and  witli  u 
under  the  Rev.  Clasils  of  Amsterdam,  as  next  Judge  In  ecclesiastical  mattns ;  whleh 
we  gladly  granted,  and  received  him  and  his  people  Into  our  brotherhood. 

With  respect.  Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ,  as  those  who  entreat  thi 
blessing  of  the  God  of  all  grace  and  blessing  upon  your  persons  and  your  work,  «t 
subscribe  ourselves. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Rev.  Assembly  of  Ministers  and  EUtn, 
subordinate  to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam, 

J.  Ritsema,  Presltat 
L.  De  Ronde,  Cleft. 
New  York,  Jane  21,  1764. 


Revs.  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde  to  the  Consistory  of  £inostoh. 

July?  1764. 

To  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  Kingston:— 

We  find  ourselves,  however  unwillingly,  bound  in  conscience  to  reply  to  yosr 
request.  Dom.  Meyer  is  certainly  bound  by  the  call  upon  which  he  came  over.  Is 
be  under  the  Church  Order  of  the  Netherlands,  which  he  subscribed  at  his  tautaUi* 
tion,  the  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland  having  unanimously  concluded  that  tkt, 
churches  here  should  be  in  becoming  subordination  to  tlie  Glassis  of  AmsteiiliBb 
and  through  it  to  the  higher  judicatories.  Now,  it  behooves  a  minister  to  kssv 
what  he  subscribes  by  the  acceptance  of  a  call.  It  behooves  him  to  know  what  ii 
the  force  of  a  decree  of  a  Synod,  in  which  six  other  corresponding  Synods  sn 
sepresented,  besides  all  the  members  of  every  Classls  where  the  Syjiod  is 
tliat  such  a  decree  is  the  highest  ecclesiastical  authority  in  the  Netheriandi^ 
that  It  has  the  same  force  over  the  churches  here  under  another  Jurisdiction,  ss  li 
the  East  Indies  or  the  West  under  the  national  government;  there  being  only  tUl 
difference,  that  the  States  of  Holland  in  their  domlnioDs  enforce  these  decrees 
the  disobedient  by  the  civil  power,  which  they  neither  can  nor  pretend  to  do 
even  if  It  should  be  attempted  to  have  these  laws  executed  by  the  temporal  lukft 
by  virtue  of  the  Articles  of  Surrender.  We  say  that  a  minister  ought  to  know  tMik 
and  it  astonishes  us  that  Dom.  Meyer  should,  in  answering  the  Conslstoiy,  havt 
written,  notwithstanding  that  decree,  that  he  found  some  difficulty  in  aUswim 
that  subordination,  etc.,  and  yet  say,  on  the  contrary,  tliat  he  liad  no  objectioa  tt 
a  Christian  and  brotherly  correspondence,  etc. ;  which,  however,  all  the  dlAutft 
communions  here  might  hold,  although  they  have  no  ties  binding  them  to  tkt 
Netherlandish  Church;  not  to  say  that  such  a  speech  is  a  declaration  that  the 
decree  alluded  to  is  unchristian  and  tyrannical;  and  whoever  says  that,  ought  4f 
facto  to  be  deposed. 

Notwithstanding,  we  advise  you  to  use  all  possible  forbearance.  In  order  thit 
Dom.  Meyer,  who  Is  worthy  of  all  praise  on  account  of  his  qualifications  and  fidelity* 
may  liave  time  for  refiection ;  but  if  he  still  continues  to  refuse,  then  to  call  ta  a 
neighboring  Consistory,  and  proceed  to  a  complete  removal,  according  to  thi 
Ohurch  Order. 

We  pray,  brethren,  that  you  do  nothing  in  strife  or  partisanship;  that  you  strfttb 
if  possible,  to  retain  your  minister,  and  that  he  n^ay  be  found  a  useful  instromest 
in  God's  hand  for  the  salvation  of  many  souls. 

We  subscribe  ourselves,  respectfully. 

Your  servants  and  fellow-laborers, 

J.  Ritsema 
Lamb.  De  Ronde. 
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Church  of  New  York. 
Manor  of  FoHfamn.     Versifing  the  Psalms  in  English. 

New  York.  Jane  29,  1764. 
uuIatoiT  bdd  after  ealllBg  od  Ood'i  Dune. 

nM  aalllnc  of  tha  fuia,  fonnerl;  In  pocuaalon  of  Juob  Lent,  U  TbM^Uu 
It,  far  £S:10  per  ten  wai  approved,  od  condition  that  be  ahall  p«7  apoo  tbe 
nrj  of  th*  papera,  ooe  third  of  tbe  ivbole  loni;  and  that  for  tbe  remalnlus 
■tUtdB,  b*  «h«I1  flvft  three  boDda  with  sufflctent  seourltlei,  to  pa;  tbe  aame  In 
*  incrvMlre  jeata:  t1>.,  one  third  In  (be  year  IT65.  and  tbe  reat  In  the  two 
twlBc  jMln.     Mr.  Jolin  Van  Cortland  waa  appointed  to  prepare  the  wrltlaca. 

Theodora  Van  Wjck,  J.  L«  Roy,  P.  Keteltaa,  D.  Brlokerboff  and  laaac  Rooie- 

wera  appoloted  a  comntttec,  •  maJorllT  to  act,  to  aee  by  tb«  books  wbat 
mta  bBTe  I>c«n  paid,  from  time  to  time,  to  free  tbe  Manor  of  Fordbam.  Tbe 
un«T  aball  tbcn  strike  off  tbe  aame  from  the  whole  amount  received  for  the 

•(  aald  Hanor.  to  tbat  we  ma;  know  tbe  exact  iam,  net,  whtcb  tbe  Manor  haa 

iKCd. 

.  A.  letter  waa  read  from  Ur.  Francis  Hopklnaon,  dated  June  lltb.  1704,  «on- 
itnc  the  TentfTlnx  of  the  Paalma  of  DaTid,  In  Bngllsb,  In  the  manner  propoaed. 
I  eoaalatory  agretd  to  pay  him  for  rerlalng  wbat  has  already  been  d<Hie,  fort; 
ika:  and  for  completloK  tbe  whole,  one  hundred  pistoles.  Ot  tbla  amonot.  HRy 
alea  aball  b«  paid  wben  the  work,  according  to  tbe  new  plan,  ahall  t»e  half  dooe, 
lapklnaon  aaka  It.  And  Inaamncb  la  certain  membera  are  to  paj  tbe  Brat  men- 
wd  fottr  platolea,  the  conalBlorf  agreea  to  pay  them  out  of  tbe  Drat  primed 
!■  botfta,  or  ont  of  other  fnada.  They  aball  also  make  (be  necessary  arrange- 
H*  lOr  paylnf  the  last  named  one  hundred  platolea,  and  other  neceeaary  eipensea 
nctuyinc  tbe  Paalnu. 

L  Docilna  Latdlle.  Theodore  Tan  Wych,  D.  IlrlDkerboff,  luac  RooeeTelt  and 
Bcltna  dapper  were  appointed  a  commlltee  to  receive  the  Psalms,  from  time  to 
a.  from  Hr.  Bopklnaon  aod  reTlse  the  aame.  and  to  ophold  him  In  his  work. 
i.  Vr.  Be«oid«r  Alderman  Bogart  and  Jtkotms  Roosevelt  were  appointed  and 
IKaM  to  make  Inqnlry  Into  tbe  general  report  that  Jacobns  Btontenbnrg  has 
•e  rwDd  wltb  tbe  Devil's  workmen  In  order  to  discover  blddeo  treasures,  and 
■ak*  nport 

i  It  *u  apMd  to  sell  tbe  vacant  pews  In  the  New  Cburcb  for  life,  [or  the  lire 
•»  «(  tha  bnrer],  on  Tuesday,  Jnly  lOtb  Bt  10  A.  M.  at  pobllc  vendoe  to  the 
WaN  Mdder  tor  casta;  and  that  before  that  day  comes,  the  coDalstory  shall  lake 
M  brther  cooslderatloD  bow  It  will  be  proper  to  aelt  Che  same,  and  (o  make  a 
Bukt  at  all  tbe  eondltlona  to  be  Imposed. 

Signed  etc..  ' 

L.  De  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 

CoEREwpo?)nEXCK  From  America. 
B(r.  Joannas  Ritzpma  to  Itrv.  AVinoldns  V>\u]f\o,  -liilv  5.  1764. 
With  Postscript  of  Sopleinlxr  7,  1T64.     Vol.  xiv.   20. 
Rlgbt  Reverend  and  Very  Much  Batecmed  Brother! 


k- 


.  Ik  ■Inotea  of  the  Snbordluale  Ann-mbly.  [the  Conferenlte]  with  tbe  arcam. 
■  latter,  will,  I  hope,  aodlclcndy  enllKhlen  your  Revs.,  together  wltb  tbe 
natthe  Rl^t  Be*.  Claaala.  so  Ibat  It  In  not  Dceesary  for  me  lo  add  any 
k  is  tbem.  Nemtheless,  I  cannot  refrain  from  cnlling  your  attention  lo  tbe 
hsfeorDcw  mlnlaler,  (Laldlle).  I  wish  he  wontd  conduct  himself  dlfferebtly 
*^tet  to  ehnrch  matten.  Oar  Coetua  brethren  alao  make  tbemaelves  very 
B.  Be  aaja  nothing  to  □■,  bat  holds  blmsett  aloof ;  ao  that  hit 
Mit  ■••»  t«  be  very  decided,  and  be  seetns  even  to  tnni  H  aaltta, 
BMtiL     raof  a»  begtBt  to  draw  considerable  soaplclon  upon  Utd- 
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Hi'tr,  B>  If  he  did  not  want  to  remain  *ubunlluule.  TUe  •oblun  made  about  1 
Arademr  aod  tbe  Claaali  n-ema  ratber  lo  pleaae  blm.  He  doe*  not  Deem  to  Ma 
bl(b  enoQKb,  bnt  would  atrln  after  atlll  blgber  tblnga.  Yet,  be  moat  acknowlrd 
wltb  me  that.  If  tbla  thing  goM  on.  the  land  vlll  be  lllled  with  besBsn.  Fei 
cannot  aee  where.  In  onr  (wo  proviuce*.  all  (new)  uilnlatera  can  be  coDTcnleni 
lucatHl;  and  then  where  shall  those  poor  ■utTeren  gu  nho  lure  left  the  drag  a 
the  plow.  The;  have  lout  all  desire  of  labor,  and  ihcy  want  to  wander  up  a 
down  tbroDgh  the  land,  and  be  addiesaed  ■■  Mjabrtr,  allhuugb  wltbout  aoppo 
or  ttier  are  Intending  lo  Urire  the  older  onFs  awar.  or  are  awaiting  their  departi 
to  the  otbpr  world,  and  then  thi'lr  piuivii  ulll  qiilfklj  be  Sited. 

I  would  t>e  glad  lo  report  belter  things  of  IKimlne  (('ornellus)  Itlauw.  than  I  e 
trntblullT  do.  Ust  fall,  he  aCFepled  a  i-uU  to  KIshklll  und  Poiiglikeepale)!  aad 
tbla  dar  be  leaTea  thoai-  In-o  ohurrhea  In  doubt  wbeiber  he  will  remain  or  go.  11 
cirrnmatanre  will,  I  tear,  '-auxe  blm  trouble.  At  anr  rate,  he  aria  rerr  faltbltM 
towards  bis  own  beloved  roncrpgatlonH  lln  New  Jersc]-)  which  have.  Indeed,  aba 
uii'SBUre.  shown  tbeir  love  toward  him.  The;  have  Increased  bla  anlnr;  from  elfk 
ponnda  to  one  bundred  and  (wenly  pounda.  Such  a  IhliiR  has  never  before  ha 
pened  la  tbli  country  to  any  miulster.  Moreover,  some  aa;.  ihal  U<-  givea  blaia 
up  to  greedinesa,  and  aerrm  hla  own  belljr.  lie  prearhea  onlr  oni''*  during  t 
week,  cloalng  witb  one  cnlocbellcBl  aemion.  He  bus  become  so  tat  that  bt 
almost  loo  laif  to  more  blmsHf. 

In  order  to  bring  our  cliurrh  Diallers  Into  order,  and  lo  cause  that  reatleMM 
which  wanta  "to  make  ministers"  to  ceaxv.  v/u  aaggent  to  ;nu  Keva.  to  consU 
anch  a  plan  na  tbis:  Whether  It  would  not  be  beat  for  (he  Claaala  to  qoalUf  tt 
or  three  candidate*  for  (he  New  Netherland  cburehea,  Joal  as  tbej  do  for  tbe  li 
Indies,  wllbout  determining;  (heir  location,  and  without  a  prevlona  call  to  aof  pi 
tlcnlar  chiircb.  I  do  not  iloubl  but  (hat  tho^e  n-ho  would  come  over  nnder  aoct  • 
■rniQRemvnt,  would  be  liclpod  to  ■  seltlemt'nt  Imninllately.  I  know.  Indeed,  tb 
Dndcr  such  circumstances,  (be  eipenitcs  of  his  ordination  and  Jonnicr  wonM  ft 
upon  hlmaclf.  and  that  that  would  not  be  very  eua;  for  blm  (o  bear.  Bat  I  *i 
know  this:  Ibat  If  the;  did  not  make  sach  eiborbltant  ohar^es  an  tbe  two  last  wl 
came  over  have  done,  and  which  It  In  liiiinsKlbli-  for  new  and  feeble  churebH  i 
bear.  Ihey  would  gel  (hpir  exprn^es  repaid  wbcn  tlic]-  presented  tbelr  bills.  Tt 
Item  of  cipenae,  la  onp  of  the  principle  resnons  why  they  want  (o  make  mlnlM 
here.  It  roits  loo  much  to  get  them  from  Holland,  and  even  Ihen.  we  do  not  kas 
what  we  are  KOlng  lo  get.  There  may  be  cerlnin  people  here.  In  each  congreplti 
In  tbla  country,  who  are  In  favor  of  the  npeistlons  of  tbe  Coetus  brethren  bnl.  I 
far.  (he  majority  of  them  want  a  minister  from  (heir  P.ilherlnnd:  nnd  this  wed 
be  the  universal  desire  of  all.  If  those  who  nre  sent  over  only  bad  a  desire  to  iMi 
tbcmselvea  good  workers,  and  were  not  willing  to  be  put  to  sbnme. 

I  and  mine,  Qod  be  pmlied.  are  In  lolerably  good  health,  and.  by  God's  giW 
I  llDd  myself  prepared  better  than  ever  before  to  meet  nil  Ihe  wlckednesa  that  M 
abounds:  so  that  1  perform  my  work,  although  with  Increasing  weakness,  yet  «l 
pleasnre.  and  It  la  not  wllhoul  a  blessing.  I  sign  my  name  wllh  the  utmost  raafM 
and  am,  nj  dear  and  Rev.  Sir, 

Xonr  very  mneb  obliged  serrant  and  brotbet, 

Johannes  Rltwaa- 
New  Tork.  July  Cth.  1TS4. 

P.  H.  That  poor  Idler,  dominc  KrIckioD.  baa  dictated  (he  accoDipanrlng  Mt 
to  me.  which  be  thinks  to  present  for  bla  dcfeiiBe:  with  the  request  to  send  It  I 
tbe  Reverend  CIiihbIr  with  (he  other  letters.  (See  July  IBIh  1764.1  I  wish  IM 
able  to  do  more  for  him,  on  account  of  the  old  respect  t  used  (o  have  for  hia  M 
and  on  account  of  bl»  age.  being  now  nearly  aeventy.  But  I  hsre  bad  no  taaril 
converse  wKb  him  for  Ave  or  kIi  years.  All  I  know  concerning  him  la  IhiM 
reporls:  and  I  dare  no(  write  to  Die  llev.  f'liiH-K  ■r.-n  tbst  which  la  In  hU  M 
though  he  desired  Ilils  of  me.  on  the  ground  of  my  former  acquaintance  and  Hi 
course  with  blm.  Tbal  (be  par(y  spirit  rulis  also  In  bis  congragatlan  Is  i^ln,  4| 
they  dealre  to  have  a  minister  of  their  own  make,  let  It  go  with  tiM  old  nam  M 

■J.     Can  anything  be  done  to  avert  tbla  dishonor  of  (he  Imlnlaterlal)  oOcc.  a>V 
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■Ibc  and  wllb  fntt  respect.  H»  was  hMrd  b«v  In  Npw  Ynrk.  hiircly  wKb 
'k  sattataetlon,  iltliaagb  he  followed  ao  orflerlj  and  vpry  pprnltnr  mjle  of 
icUhk  after  tlia  fMblon  of  Frofewor  Drleaaen. 

,  B.  Tbe  |0B|>'  I  keep  thli  letter,  Ibe  more  It  grvvt.  I  innst  jrx  Dirnrlon 
I  ««noet  ondenUnd  bow  it  can  b«.  tbat  we  bare  not  7Ft  rvcclved  »  mluiKtrr 
Qoecaa  Conaty,  tiong  laland;  uid  bare  oot  eren  recciTPd  tbe  Ipflut  report  rnn- 
iLac  tbia  matter  ataee  tbe  mil  wa«  tent  to  tbe  Hct.  CIssbIb.  Tbe  eiecutlon  of 
boslBMa  waa  estmated  to  tbe  Sev.  Depotatl.  witb  tb<>  earaeat  requeiir,  that  If 
«  abonld  be  do  opportnnltr  to  seod  the  minister  direct  from  AoitilerdaQi  (o  New 
k,  Uwn  to  iciid  ancb  Beotleman  by  wa;  of  Bogland.     And  since  Ibere  was  no 

■  tkat  thcM  letters  wonld  be  lost,  It  made  ds  DeEllgpDt  In  sendlnic  h  ilnpllrate. 
to  apeak  of  tbe  DDDeceasary  expense.  The  lettera,  ffllh  ibe  osll.  o-eri'  Rlr>ttil]r 
:  awa7  frnn  bere  to  London,  with  a  certain  Captain  Dnride,  in  November  1703. 
I  tkcQ  tile  rare  of  the  same  was  fortber  cl^en  to  Ur  Slebenrood.  who  has  bere- 
«•  vrrvcd  us  faltbtally  In  socb  matters.     Tbe  call  la  Ibe  moRt  romnncratlvp  ibnt 

Tct  cone  from  Long  Island.  Those  conitregatlons,  ivhicb  bnTe  beon  lone  In 
•rti  81*  DOW  TeT7  closelr  nnlted.  Bat  I  fear  that  If  BomcIblnR  la  not  foon  done, 
t  tbe  aril  one  will  acaln  sow  tares.  Will  joar  Rfve.  be  so  bind  as  lo  Kpnd  me 
r%  coocenilDi  thia  matter  at  the  earllcM  opportnaltr,  let  It  cost  wbst  it  will. 
%•  acta  of  Synod  of  laat  year  hire  not  yet  arrived.  And  since  I  find  tbnt  It  Is 
««t  Impoaalble  to  reeolTe  at  present  soythlnt  directly  from  Amsterdam,  I  muat 
Or  dcalre  of  yon,  that  those  tblnn  wblch  we  need,  snd  which  "aunol  In-  i>ent 
I  pacfcaae,  be  sent  to  ns  by  way  of  Coracoa,  addressed  to  Mr,  David  lilpnshart 
a  will  forward  them  to  me.  And  this  may  also  be  tbe  best  way  to  send  a  mln- 
tt.  U  them  Is  no  opporlnnlty  direct  from  Amalerdsm.  On  tbU  vi-  snrely 
(acted  the  minister  for  Long  Island,  hot   we  have  not  evpn  riTclved  n  iln^le 

Danlcie  Blaanw.  lo  my  Joy  remains  (In  New  Jersey),  and  I  hopi'  Ibnl  ilip  dls- 
Mk«tlan  which  was  cansed.  may  yet  turn  oat  for  tbe  bpst. 
nilfeer  Bcbelloyne  with  whom   my  colleagne  de  Ronde  corrp>|iiini1v,   liti'   iHlPly 
Men  to  his  Rer.     ReeelTe  my  alncere  sreetlngs. 

\ni':  ,1.  II. 
<le*  TvTk.   Kept.  7.  17d1.     It  belne  tbe  day  !□  wblch  I  pniir  ili"  .'.(ttli  ycnr  of 

J.  Ki'ii.'ms. 
I*  the  Rlfhl  ReTerrad  Sir  WlDOldns  Badde,  etc. 

Chiircu  of  New  Yokk. 

New  York  July  VJ.   1784. 
Cawtotarr  tu-M  after  calllni  on  God'i  name. 

I.  Tha  eoBdltlODs  ander  wblch  the  seala  on  Ibp  UalJpry.  as  well  sk  bekn*.  !<liaold 
t  aaM.  were  pivaented  and  approred  by  a  majority.  It  wrn  nRrpcd  Ihul  'ome 
■ttalksu  sboDld  be  added  to  the  condlllons.  Aldpmian  Boiinrl,  T.  Vnii  Wyok, 
.  Brlnkerlioff  and  I.  Rooavplt  were  appointed  In  dn  thin  nnd  rciwrt  In-mnrrnw  at 
I  A.  U.  wbtio  the  cooalalory  shsll  meet  SR.iln. 

Sale  of  Ppwfl  ill  Xcw  Church — (Vflm-  ^r. 

Jnly   l:l.   ]7«*. 

IhartsMrr  held  aflar  calling  on  God'a  name. 

'tte  otmmutte  reported  tbe  conditions  with  aomp  fnrlb-T  llniltatlnn>.  Tbpca 
IM  saad  and  onanlmonaly  approred.     They  are  as  follawi: 

'W  BSailtlaaa  agreed  npon  by  the  Cdnslstory  for  wlllni:  the  yacnnl  ni'H-g  In  the 
few  DMA  Ok«reh: 

X  Ttat  tkt  aala  tbeieof  sball  be  ronflnrd  In  loch  ppr«>n<i  ns  hay  nlwny  mlbrrpil 
•  «Bi  kaa*  laaked  apon  aa  belaniting  to.  tba  PntPb  CnnirrpKiillon,  ubptbrr  rom- 
■MnMB  AT  mtiL     LIkewlat  to  aach  as  have  bpreioforc  bcloneed  to  onr  PnnaiPEa- 

■  IM  !■*•  laft  ■•  an  acconnt  of  the  lanxutre  onl.r,  and  are  dtwlnin*  In  to\n  ua 
>te  nU  Im,  «*A  of  rAeot  aa  barm  made  (bHr  Jnlentlnna  apptar.  bv  htittnt 
wmtf  a^tM»t£  m  paid  tomrd  lb»  rapport  of  onr  mlnlvter*.     All  tbe  i>eTiioitm 
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CMDprelieadeil  In  tbe  above  ctau  •bill  havr  liberty  to  purctasM  iMta  for  t 
and  tkelt  *f*"TT.  or  ancb  frlenda  mm  are  wltUD  tJia  abore  dMCriptlnD. 
Is  bat  eqnltabla  tbat  (boce  prnooi  of  our  owd  denomlnalioa  iboald  lint  b 
with  ■wta,  we  hope  do  nmbraie  will  be  riven  ta  tboee  who  are  not  ID 
llnllatlODi.  \r»  are  wlHlof  and  dealrooa  to  help  all  oiber  peraons  wltboi 
tl^  u  woo  m»  Ibow  above  menlooed,  who  mcj  deaire  fceala.  are  sappUe 

S.  Tbat  ev«i7  pew  be  itruek  Off  to  tbe  biKheat  bidder,  for  Ibp  aae  of 
pafsona  *■  aforeMid:  and  tacb  IdddM  (hall  give  up  tbe  namea  of  tbe  pei 
ara  to  oocnpr  the  aeiui  therein.  Thej  moat  be  ancb  aa  have  no  arat  i 
tb*  cborcb.  Names  (ball  be  strea  within  tan  dara,  to  tbe  committee  app< 
■aUiOf  tbe  pena:  but  (hey  aball,  at  or  before  an?  aocb  nameB  are  entered. 
tb«  aald  committee,  or  to  tbeir  order,  tbe  purcbsw  mouer  thereof,  b'nrei 
pertormcd  by  them  the  sale  of  aucb  pewa  ihall  be  void,  Riid  ma;  be  aold  ■ 

That  eTer7  narae  thn*  entered  aball  entitle  tbat  person  10  the  privilege 
and  MijorlDK  SDcb  seat  lor  the  porpose  lotended,  daring  bis  or  her  nstural 
thsf  are  anbjected  to  the  aaoie  plans  and  regnlatlona  aa  the  pews  berelt 
Id  aald  cborch,  with  this  turtber  eoodltloo;  via,,  tbat  ever;  owner  or  pro 
a  seat  or  aeata.  tielng  a  master  or  mlstrHs  of  a  family,  or  s  alngle  perHin 
alaU  Id  llTcUbood  of  blmself,  tbat  evprr  SDCb  owner,  wbo  dotb  not  ;earlr  i 
Tear  par  toward  tbe  support  of  our  minister  or  ministers,  aball.  In  fallur 
PBTDient.  forfeit  tbe  propettr  and  prlvllsfe  to  said  seat  or  aesta:  whlc 
•eata  shall,  upon  sacb  failure  derolTS  npon  and  be  Inreated  skbIu  In  tbe 
BIdeiB  and  Deacons,  to  be  dUposed  of.  as  tbe;  aball  be  plswed  to  order  ai 
ao;  costom  or  usage  to  tbe  coatrar;  thereof  notwithstaDdlDg.  And  like 
all  Mats  wblcb  bereafter  shall  becoioe  vacant,  b;  death  oi  otbarwlse.  abal 
to  tbo  nearest  In  blood  living  In  the  clt;,  agieeabi;  to  the  chatcb  rules,  u 
paring  the  ram  (o  be  paid  on  lacb  vscant  seats,  and  complrlng  with  all  t 
that  other  posseasors  of  aeata  In  tbla  churcb  are  obliged  to  do:  and  npon 
applying  for  soch  vspaat  seats  wltbln  one  rear  and  all  weeks,  ail  further 
sacb  seat  ahall  be  void,  and  It  shall  be  dlapoaed  of,  as  la  usual  In  anch  can 
Drat  proper  peraon  tbat  applies  for  the  aame. 

S.  That  all  diaputea  reapectlng  the  preaent  sale  of  pewa.  or  bidders  □ 
eotltled  thereto,  aball  be  decided  by  the  malorltr  "t  the  committee  aforeai 
detennlnatlon  sbali  be  flDal;  unless  aald  committee  desire  the  advice  of  t 
coDslstorr  tbereon. 

4.  Tbat  tbe  commltlee  appointed  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  be  Simon 
JacoboB  Roosevelt,  Peter  Keteltna,  Abram  p.  Loit  and  laaac  Rooserelt 
three  of  tbemi  wbo  are  hereby  ampowered  by  order  of  the  conslatory  to 
dlHpose  of  tbe  pewa  and  aeata  according  to  the  before  mentioned  condlt 
to  begin  tbe  sale  of  thom  at  10  o'clock  on  Monday  moraiag  of  this  Inatan 
,         the  aaid  New  Datcb  Cburch. 

Tbe  Brst  pew  In  the  gallery,  from  the  Tower  lo  the  Norlb-weat  aide.  Is  t 
untold,  (or  the  use  of  the  mlolatera  cblldrcn. 
Signed  etr.. 

J.  Ritaema.  p.  t.  Pre 


Ret.  Hekmaxl-s  IIeyki!  to  Rkv.  Joux  Ritzkma,  .Ttly  12 

No.  7. 

To  Ur.  Bltsema:— 

I  bare  tbe  honor  to  Inform  you  that  I  with  our  Bider  Johannea  'Wynkooi 
at  our  realdeoce  in  safety.  We  have  laid  tbe  acta  and  reaolntlona  of  tbe  Co 
held  at  New  York  on  the  IBth  o(  June,  before  our  CoDtlatory.  Wbereo 
after  some  time  spent  In  dellberatloa  and  consultation  with  some  rnembei 
preceding  Conslatory.  have  resolved.  In  accordance  with  the  reaolntlui  of  th 
and  tbe  Synod  to  acknowledge  the  anbordlnation  to  the  Clsasia  of  Am 
klndiy  requesting  at  tbe  aame  time  that  our  Chnreb  may  be  contlderad  a 
tbe  OonvenUou  aubordlnale  to  the  Amsterdam  Clsasia,  and  ceeelTed  wl 
aame,  not  doubting,  tbat  if  this  aball  tie  permitted  by  tbe  Ber.  Oonren 
will  bars  the  goodnesa  to  commiislcale  Uie  aanw  t.o  na,  tngetbar  witk  the  n 
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1  ms  to  tbe  nuDDer  Id  whieb  tbe  ConTeDUon  1*  Conititnted  mt  bow  It 
•ten  bo  bdd,  wttb  all  that  It  beoomM  na  to  know  gn  tba  inbject.    Tbli  cammnnl- 
cmtloa  IB  Htado  Kt  tho  requMt  and  Id  tba  name  of  tba  OoMlitorj  M  KlDftton  bf 
Ub  wte  hu  tba  konoT  with  all  laapect  and  affaetloD  to  inbacribo  UmMlt. 
Xonn. 

HermaoD*  Herer, 
Hlnliter  ot  the  Church  of  KiDfitoD. 
ElafatMi  ttiy  IS,  1784. 

L0ED6  OF  TSABB  TO  LlEUTENA^^T-OoVEBXOB  CoLDE^.       CllASTErS 

FOE  LrTHERASf  Chcbch  Denied. 

Whitehall,  Jnlj  13,  1T64. 
To  CadwatladcT  Coldeo,  Kiq.,  LtentenaDt  GOTerooT  of  New  Tork. 


We  ta**  attaatlTalj  eooaldered  the  petitloD  of  tbe  Mlnliteta  Blden  and  Deacona 
«t  tba  Lvtbenn  Ohnreb,  prajlns  (or  a  Charter  of  iDcorpontlOD,  aod  tbonih  we 
rttn  bo  at  all  tlael  dealroas  of  coDcnnlDg  In  any  meainre  that  du;  coDtrlbute  to 
tht  aUlrtaetlOD  of  ererr  plona  cammDnltj',  tba  prlDcipIn  □(  wblcb  are  Dot  adTecae 
t*  tbe  nUgknia  conatltatlon  ot  tbeae  klngdomai  jtt  It  does  not  appear  lo  ai  from 
Mr  thlDK  ■•(  forth  In  tbeir  petition  that  inch  IncoiporatloD  li  at  present  ellbei 
Mctaaarr  or  axpedieot. 

Sir, 

Yoor  Terr  IotIdb  Irteodi, 
HIllaborODBh 

Bamber  GaaooTne 

—Col.  Doca.  N.   Y.  Vol.  Til,  pp.  642.  «4S. 

CoKIt£SPOSDENC£  FkOM  AmEKICA. 

Ber.  Rhinehardt  Krickzon  to  the  Kev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  July 
16,  1764.     [See  Sept.  7,  1764,  P.  S.] 

Bfkt  Kcrtrend  DDd  T«r7  Learned  Gentlemen  bdA  BretbreD  Id  ChrUt,  eompoaliit  tbo 


1  am  irlend  to  tblnk  that  I  am  obliged  to  tronble  joa.  Bight,  Bererend  Blra,  with 
ai  (implalnt  coneernlng  tbe  111  treatment  which  t  received  at  tba  baoda  of  Bot. 
tqdl  aad  hia  party,  who  claim  to  be  tbe  Coetoa. 

I  waa  (ailed  aa  paator  of  the  ehnreh  at  Hackenaaek.  bf  Bera.  Jnnlna,  Voa  and  Tan 
Da  Wall,  In  17IS.  Tbeae  gentlemen  were  tally  antborlied  by  tbe  cbnrcb  at  Hack- 
■Ntt  to  call  a  paatar  for  them. 

I  waa  ezamlDcd  and  eonaldered  quallfled  by  your  venerable  body  on  tbe  third 
OleptaBbcr  of  tba  same  year,  and  I  went  there  Immediately  aa  yon  will  aee  by 
—illliit  tha  Wnotea  of  yoat  ClawK. 

la  ITM  1  w«*  called  lo  Schooneghtade,  (Schenectady ),  and  from  tbence.  In  ITU, 
blOHIttoera  aad  Freehold,  N.  I.  To  the  latter  call,  after  aerloua  conalderatlon,  I 
*if  Mialald  to  give  ear.  That  people  bad  called  me  In  ITRB.  but,  after  bavlng 
Mtaat  tto  ml.  tbay  called  me  again  in  1736.  The  latter  call  Iniplrcd  me  with 
>ikif*  that  t  Blj^t  do  mncb  tbere  tor  Jeana.  I  therefore  need  all  diligence  to 
tMMt  tto  paovie,  both  publicly  and  privately,  la  tbe  catecblim.  Tbe  opportanltj 
'my  Bucceaa  therein,  wonid  bave  been  mneb  better,  U  tbe  Dat^ 
bad  btta  «M«  more  geatnllj,  ana  If  tbe  Dntch  Mhoola  bad  not  WuittA 
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It  ■>  lh«r  dM;  mod  abort  all.  If  tba  paranti  bad  n 
and  bad  tanibt  Um  children  Co  read  Etateb,  lo  as  n 
tu  Dntcb  and  tbdr  catechtei  In  tba  ma*. 

This  negllgrncp  ot  thfin,  wan  the  cauic  of  macb  aiwtbr.  Id  rttatnft  to 
<:«(echlilnK  aad  preaching  Id  Dutch,  ea^teciallr  aa  rafarda  tbe  youth.  The;  pre- 
ferred to  aCtcDd  EciiiMib  ■fnlrea.  whether  It  were  with  the  UennoDltea.  vltb  tbe 
Cburch  of  England,  or  with  tbe  Independenli.  The  latter  bowever,  are  generally 
conildered  (o  adbere  m  one  and  the  same  Bj-item  of  doctrlnea  ai  onraelTea.  Thar 
profeia  to  bold  and  defend,  with  rrotruor  Boel,  the  doctrine  concerning  the  Bteraal 
Generation  of  tbe  Bon. 

I  have  apent  m;  time  In  tbis  country  In  preaching  tbe  Goapel  of  Jeiua  Cbrlat  wltb 
muPb  pleaaare,  and  generally  with  the  eateem  of  the  eongregatlona  In  which  I 
bare  labored.  I  doubt  not  but  thnt  Rct.  Rltiema  haa  Informed  your  Bera.  to  tbe 
aame  effect.  In  his  letters  to  you.  On  thla  accoont,  I  eonalder  It  iinncitaaarj  to 
have  titli,  my  letter,  signed  by  John.  Peter,  and  Nicholas,  with  whom,  and  to  wboaa 
truthfutnesB,  you,  Ber,  Sin,  are  entire  atrtikgan. 

Sotouion  says  In  I'roierbs.  14.  "  Fools  make  a  mock  af  sin :  but  amon|  the 
righteous  lliere  Is  fiTOur."  Now  I  do  not  want  to  be  considered  a  tool.  I  iMold 
much  rotbrr.  If  I  hSTe  given  any  oSense,  or  been  tbe  occasion  of  offense  to  any 
church  ol  (lOd.  pabllcly  to  confes*  my  disgraceful  slua,  and  ask  forglTeueas  at  tbe 
throne   of   grace,   where   pardon   csn  erer  be   obtained,   to   the  glory   of   flod   the 

It  waa  about  the  middle  of  December,  1T02,  that,  about  eventide,  I  vent  to  one 
o(  our  neighboring  merchanta  to  parcbase  some  o(  tbe  necessaries  of  life  for  my 
temlty.  After  I  had  Unlihed  my  baslnesa  I  *at  down  by  the  Ore  to  warm  myself. 
I  found  tbst  there  were  msny  of  my  bitter  enemies  nnder  tbe  same  roof.  Tbey 
watched  me  yery  closply.  The  weather  being  very  cold,  tbey  ordered  the  grocer  to 
girt  them  a  glssa  ot  brandy.  One  sfirr  another  o!  these  enemies  of  mine  drank 
TCry  freely  from  the  Intoilcatlog  cup :  and  I,  by  not  being  closely  on  mj  cnar^ 
became  aomewhst  Inloilfsted  through  their  InOucDCC.  Thla  of  conrse,  was  ■■ 
occasion  sought  by  them  far  slander  and  calarany.  They  Immediately  spread  tbe 
report  Ibronghout  my  congregstlon.  Thereupon  my  Consistory  conrened.  aad 
passed  a  resnlntlon  Co  tbe  effect  that  Rct.  Leydt,  a  pastor  of  a  neighboring  cbnncb. 
(New  Brunswick)  should  be  Inrlted  to  be  present,  Tbe  Rev.  Leydt  accepted  tbe 
iDTlUtlon  from  my  consistory.  He  bronght  witb  blm  Rer.  Van  Harllngen  (ot 
Nesbanlc),  and  each  took  an  elder  wItb  blm.  (or  tbe  purpose  of  cooTcnlng  wItb  my 
coDilstory.     Rev.  Leydt  prcalded  on  this  oceaatoiL 

I  having  been  summoned  to  appMr  before  tbis  body,  cams  nnhealtatlnBl;.  Her. 
Leydt  opened  the  meeting  with  prsyer.  In  which  he  addressed  Ood  as  rlgbteooa  aBd 
boly,  one  who  could  not  Id  the  least  have  anything  to  do  with  sin.  And  fnrtbei^ 
more,  he  referred  to  me  ss  pastor  of  a  church.  He  also  said.  In  his  prayer,  that  I 
was  s  psstor.  csIIhI  according  to  the  Rules  of  the  Church,  but  that  I  had  Dever 
bad  the  Internal  call,  nor  a  commission  from  God  to  that  office.  And  tbereforc,  aald 
be,  that  God,  by  virtue  of  his  holiness  snd  his  righteousness,  could  not  suKcr  ma  to 
retain  tbia  my  boly  office.  This  gave  me  do  little  perplexity.  Thereupon,  1  requested 
tbe  Consistory  to  restore  me  to  my  office  and  dotles.  (after  I  had  been  denied  tbeat 
privileges  for  six  weeks),  and  I  would  make  sn  bumble  confession  of  tbie  my 
greTlouB  offense.  In  one  of  my  sermoos.  My  request  was  not  granted.  Moreorer  I 
was  Informed  by  tbe  President,  that  I  should  abstain  from  preacblng  tbe  Ooapti 
and  administering  tbe  sacraments,  lor  an  unlimited  time. 

I  besought  them  to  limit  the  time  ot  tbIs  my  punlsbment,  and  Informed  them  that 
there  was  a  difference  between  my  case  and  that  of  babltual  drunkenikeaa.  aeeotdlas 
to  Art.  80*  of  the  Church  DIsclplln.  But  my  proposition  and  lutormatlon  were  dis- 
regarded and  tbey  were  not  to  be  moved  in  tbeir  declalon. 

Reva.  Leydt  and  Van  Harllngen,  by  consent  of  my  consistory,  occupied  my  tmlplt  hi 
turn.  Tbey  came  In  tnrn  once  every  month  to  preacb  and  to  admlnleter  the  boly 
sacrament  of  baptlam. 

Rev,  (Jacob  R.)  nardenherg,  meanwhile  had  made  a  propoaltlon  before  th* 
Clasala  (to  go  to  Holland)  to  Tialt  bla  motber-ln-lair  and  other  frlenda,  In  tbe  Spring 
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•f  ITM,  IB  Amattrdkm,  for  tfae  purpoaa  of  brlngliiK  them  over  to  ttila  aide.  A 
9«etal  mMtlBK  of  tho  CoMu  wu  ealltd  In  April  ta  coiurtdw  tula  propoalUoii  (of  bli 
Wp  to  Holluid.)  Bar.  Hardanberf  waa  appolBtad  tDd  reqneated  to  oaa  all  bla 
lafla«Dc*  while  thaia,  to  Iibt«  Um  Coatna  diansad  iDto  a  formal  Claaala,  ao  tbat 
ikcr  could  bara  the  antborl^  ol  boldlac  exunlutlona.  Too,  B«*.  Bin,  ar«  aware, 
whetbcr  ba  partormad  tbla,  bU  commlaalon. 

At  tbla  apaclal  maatlBg  of  tlia  Ooatoa,  Bav.  Ltydt  with  Bara.  JaAa(»i  and  Tan 
Harllngen,  Mcb  wltb  on*  of  hla  aldara,  wera  apiralDted  a  commlttm  to  taks  actloB, 
Bi  Bj  pUkM,  coaMraIng  my  trouUs.  Be*.  Jaekaon  and  bla  a)d«r  did  aot  make  tbelr 
appeaniKa.  Thaj  aienaad  tbnaaelTca  from  acting  u  part  of  tbs  cominlttae,  on  tba 
pound  ^  Indlvoaltlon.  Bvra.  Ii«jdt  and  Van  Harllngen  wltb  tbalr  aldara  wtra 
(tcaant  at  tba  appointed  boor. 

I  waa  ■nminODed  to  appaar  bcfora  tbla  CommlttM.  I  tbcn  reqaeatad  tham  to 
mtaae  ma  from  tbla  m;  anapenaloo.  Uj  conalator;  waa  nnwiillDf  to  giTa  tbalr 
wawaal  to  tbalr  granting  mj  reqneat.  Tbaj  alao  bad,  witbont  m;  knowledga.  pro- 
Mad  tbrce  wltneaaaa  agalnat  mc.  TImm  tbraa  wltneaaea  were  m;  ralatlTca ;  tIi. 
CbrlaUaa  Cratilngn'  and  bla  wife,  and  Bltaabetb  Ktllnm,  a  yonng  girl  of  16  or  17 
T«atB  of  age.  Theaa  taatlded.  In  faror  of  tbe  ceniore.  Tbej  aald  Ibat  tberc  had 
ytm  a  half  gallOB  of  mm  In  m;  bonaa;  tbat  I  waa  ver;  reatleaa  daring  tbo  al^t;  • 

aid  la  tbe  morelng.  tt  appeared  to  them  tbat  I  bad  dmnk  too  mncb. 

WbM  I  wanted  to  defend  mjaelf  agalnat  tbla  chaige,  tbe  Bar.  Lerdt  who  waa 
Pnaklcnt  of  the  meeting,  anawered  me.  tbat  these  people  had  made  tbe  acmaatlon ; 
Ibil  It  waa  anfflclent,  and  that  I  waa  not  permitted  to  defend  mjaelf. 

Tfa*  aoapenalon  ander  which  I  waa  held,  contlnned.  Theaa  BeT.  geatlemen  aUII 
ciMa  once  a  month  to  preach  In  mr  pnlplt,  and  to  administer  the  aacred  rite  of 
WpHaa.  Tbla  they  conid  eaally  do.  nnanclallj.  It  brought  tbem  conaldcrable 
nia;  for  my  Conalalory  defrayed  their  traveling  eipeaiea,  and  remunerated  tbem 
■HI  for  their  aerrleea. 

Finally,  In  the  month  of  Angnit,  the  abore  mentioned  paitora.  In  connecttan  with 
>T  Conalatory.  held  another  conalitorlal  meeting.  They  InTlted  a  lattice  of  tbe 
tace  who  waa  not  a  member  of  oor  ehnrcb,  nor  Indeed  of  any  other,  but  nho  waa 
•(caatoDMd  to  attend  the  Independent  cbnreb  aerriraa  rather  than  onn,  to  take 
tkt  MadoMBy  of  peraona  agalnit  me,  who  were  not  chareh  member*.  Theee  wlt- 
■Mm  ware  the  abora  named  peraoni.  together  with  another  yonng  woman.  Annie 
Water,  by  name.  They  teatlflcd  tbat  they  bad  not  aeen  me  drank,  bat  that  I  waa 
VUa  tacfaae. 

Ike  tagolar  aeMlon  of  tbe  Coetoa  waa  held  tba  flrat  Tneeday  ^  the  (ollovlni 
fkubtr.  Tbv  met  a  little  abore  Elngeton.  Tba  witneaaea,  and  the  teatlmony  ot 
<>•  wllneMM,  were  bronght  before  thla  Coetaa  by  theee  Re*,  gentlemen.  I  waa 
■aUt  U  attand  thla  aeaalon  becaaaa  ot  the  diatance  from  my  home.  Uy  Conalatory 
*ba  aaU  tbem  a  eomnDntcatlon  by  letter,  the  tanor  of  which  I  do  not  know. 
Mtbtt  waa  I  permitted  to  know  It.  Ot  thla  latter  aaaenlon  of  mine,  I  an  certain, 
fee  the  toUowlQg  reaaona:  One  ot  my  friend*  offered  one  of  my  eldera  a  Bpanlab 
Wat  for  the  prtTllege  of  looking  orer  the  letter,  wberenpon  he  reeelted  tbe 
wau,  tbat  neither  h*^  nor  any  one  elae  ebonld  ever  aae  nor  read  tbe  letter.  I  waa 
iwlwuiid  by  tbla  ao-called  Coetaa  without  baring  had  the  opportonlty  ot  defendlnff 
■Mt    Tbe  verdict  paaaed  by  tbe  Coetaa  waa  aent  to  my  boaae  by  tbe  Ber.  Leydt. 


The  principle  contenta  of  the  rerdlct  were  aa  follow! 
fcrnliia  tbe  paatoral  relatloa  between  my  congregation  a 
*r  people  to  call  another  paator  In  mj  place. 

Tit  CDStoa  appointed  three  different  candldatea  for  the  ministry.  One  ot  them, 
■ka  aeadad  a  new  coat  and  a  piece  ot  bread,  waa  tnTltad  by  the  Coetaa  to  preacb  In 
artku^  trbleb  now  had  bad  no  regular  preaching  (or  aome  time,  for  tbe  parpOM 
H  *awhn  bla  talenta  and  to  gala  the  faTor  of  the  church.  Tbla  jonng  candidate 
M  praacbad  only  once  erery  Sabbath,  alnce  laat  December,  beeanae  he  waa  nnable 
kMiA  twice  a  day.  And  eren  by  preaching  but  once  on  the  Lord'*  day  be  waa 
'Hint  t»  read  hla  atimon  tram  a  manuaerlpt.  I  waa  not  at  all  anrprlaed  at  thla. 
H  a  aaa  ea>  aoQntre  the  neceaaary  knowledge,  and  a  aaltable  (amtliarlty  with  the 
^■Papa  wkleh  a  minister  needa.  In  three  or  tonr  rear*,  I  appeal  to  jont  honota  \» 
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And  further,  If  thu  pretnideil  Co«tii«  bu  tba  power  and  tattaorltj  to  dapon  and 
Install  mlnlitar*  accordlos  to  their  plMiaro,  tbon  I  miut  oponl;  canltm  Uiat  1  ia 
not  undantaDd  Attlcio  TD  of  cburcb  goTOtDment  TbU  Artlda  plainly  doclaic*  that 
no  minuter  can  be  depoaed  without  the  adTlea  of  tb*  venerable  Claaala.  Mor  dow 
tbo  letter,  wbleb  waa  written  to  aw  by  the  Claaali  on  Jan.  IS.  ITAS,  wbleh  mr*.  that 
mattan  of  dlSertnc*  mmt  be  decided  ij  a  inaJoTlt;  of  the  mambera  In  aoj  acdeit- 
aatleal  bodj,  allow  an;  auch  tblng.  (Artlela  81.)*  It  onlr  make*  tbe  provWoi 
tor  •  majontr  vote,  br  tbo  mamban  praacot  tn  anj  aucb  bod;,  Id  order  Ibat  tkl 
aeenaed  peraon  ma;  hiTC  an  opportanlt;  to  appeal  to  a  blfbar  eoort — tb«  ClaMli. 
Tbla  prlvlleg*  waa  denied  me.  I  doobt  not  but  that  roar  honora  will  racelT*  farther 
Information  eoocenilas  that  Aaaemblj,  which  atrlea  Itaalt  "A  ConTentSon  ",  ul 
which  baa  caused  auch  a  dreadful  acblam  and  allcnatlonB  amonx  and  In  tie 
cborchaa  of  tbla  couotrj.  Tber  dalni  the  power  of  ordaining  whom  tbey  plaaaa 
B«*.  Lerdt  clalma  authority  alao — In  dlract  oppoaltlon  to  tha  Claaala  and  the  Bjacd 
of  North  Hollaod— that  aucb  right  la  Inherent  In  the  Coetua.  Tonr  honora  havt,  le 
doubt,  racelTCd  hla  pamphlets,  tn  which  be  dalma  tbla  right. 

Having  now  glren  you  a  fall  account,  and  alao  In  their  regular  order,  of  the 
proceeding*  (acta)  of  Her.  Lerdt  and  hla  partj,  wbo  call  themaelvea  tbe  Coctnt,  I 
will  alao,  tor  tbla  la  proper,  deacrlb*  to  yon  tba  cbaractera  of  tboae  who  bat*  eoaa 
up  agalnat  me  aa  accnaers  : 

Tbe  Snt  named,  Chrtatlan  Critnogan,  la  a  HIgb  Dntebnian  bj  birth,  from  northeia 
Oermaoj.  He  waa  aold,  a  few  reara  ago,  for  a  single  fare  from  Holland  Is 
PanoajlTRola.  Hartng  aerred  bla  time  aa  a  aort  of  alare,  be  went  to  aea  aa  i 
prlrataeraman.  In  the  war  of  Spain  and  France,  agalnat  England.  Ue  waa  engaiBl 
In  aloklng  the  veaada  of  tbe  enamj.  When  the  war  waa  ended  he  came  to  nsMt 
In  mj  nelghtrarhood.  He  conaldered  hlmaalf  a  raapeetabla  man.  He  married  a 
woman,  wbo  had  engaged  heraelf  aa  a  aarrant  for  elgbt  ;eara  to  a  certain  Joa*^ 
Van  Uettere.  Tbla  Joieph  Van  Ifattera  waa  grleTonatj  proTohed  at  me,  beeana*  I 
had,  eontrarj  to  bla  wlabea,  performed  tha  marriage  earemon;  for  bla  fatbar-ln^w. 
In  a  aecond  marriage,  Tbla  nnlon  alao  prorad  to  be  unfortunate ;  It  cauacd  mack 
trouble  In  tha  family  and  dlaaenalon  In  the  church.  Joaepb  Tan  Mettarc  attamptei 
to  ahow  that  thiB  woman  waa  of  a  bad  cbaracter.  He  would  have  mored  haann 
and  earth.  If  It  could  bare  t>een  done,  to  bare  aceompllabol  bla  object.  Ha  «tM 
went  ao  far  aa  to  try  to  make  the  children  of  hla  fatbcr-ln-law  to  aaj  all  masMr 
of   eTll   and    to  alander   their   atep-motber.    In   order.    If   poaalble,    to  dlaaolre  tbe 


Theae  people  tired  In  one  of  tbe  back  rooma  of  my  houae.  I  bad  tham  lira  tfcM 
la  order  to  work  my  land  on  aharea.  The  mother  of  the  fanitty  waa  frequenttf 
Inrlted  to  make  vlalta.  by  the  daughtera  of  bcr  former  maater.  Bbe  waa  constul^ 
qoeatloned  about  tbe  news  of  the  day  and  eapedally  of  aCaIrs  In  my  honaa.  Mat 
aa  la  uaually  the  eaae,  many  Ilea  were  mixed  In  witb  the  truth.  Tbla  waa  trua  la  a 
apeelBl  manner  In  our  caae :  far  when  tbe  woman  had  recited  all  tba  newa  aboot  ■• 
and  my  family  abe  fould  tbink  of.  to  her  former  maateri  abe  waa  obliged  to  atlct  ta 
everything  ahe  had  lald.  In  order  not  to  he  looked  upon  and  called  a  liar. 

How  much  I  am  diaappolnttd  In  her  husband.  I  can  hardly  eipreaa.  My  expert- 
enca  with  him  baa  dearly  proved  to  me  that  he  la  not  tbe  man  I  took  him  ta  ha. 
I  alwaya  thonght  him  to  be  an  honest  and  moral  man.  but  1  have  found  him  to  be  a 
blaapbemer,  etc..  tbe  like  of  whicb  I  have  not  often  seen.  He  erldeotly  eared  not 
for  Ood  nor  man. 

The  other  two  witneeae*  were  young  aervant  glrla,  both  of  wbom  had  bean 
employed  by  my  wife.  Their  aerrlee*  came  to  an  end.  not  being  any  longer  aatl*' 
factory  to  my  wife.  Hy  wife  paid  them  all  that  she  owed  them  and  let  them  go. 
At  tbla  tbey  were  greatly  enraged  and  felt  very  bitterly  lowarda  her. 

Theae  aervant  glrla  after  tbey  had  left  my  houae  were  welcomed  hy  the  man 
and  woman  who  lived  In  the  back  roomi  of  the  buUdlne.  Here  they  remained  all 
nl^t.  In  tbe  momlog  the  lady  of  the  boDae  went  with  one  of  the  glrla  to  bar 
pareuta,  and  In  the  attemoon  bar  husband  followed.     Bere  the  conspiracy  agalnat 

■Article  U.    "If  any  peraon  conceive  hlmadf  agsrleved  by  the  6 

Aaaembl- •'" — ^^-^r- ..-- 

which  li 


*  Article  U.  "If  any  peraon  conceive  hlmadf  anrleved  by  the  decision  of  a 
aembly,  be  iball  have  the  liberty  and  right  of  appeallu  to  a  hl^er,  an 
ilcb  la  determined  by  a  majority  of  volcea  In  auch  Aaatmbly.  ahall  be  beld  d 
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formad.    To  m«  tlili  li  tbtj  elttr.  Id  that  tbcj  not  only  utm  In  fuU,  bat 

tba  Tsry  wordi.  Tlila  ecrtalnir  would  iMt  h«Te  been  the  cue.  nor  woald 
■otebli.  If  tbcr  bad  not  recited  tlila  Jcmod  over  ao  often  u  to  enable  Ibem  to 
ler  and  repeat  It  Terballj. 

I  an  not  tba  lint  miDlattc  of  tb«  Oocpel  who,  throDsb  talaa  accaaatjona  and 
M  baa  bMD  tiled  BB  I  am  now.  Tha  Rot*.  Beia,  (Beji)  Slater,  Oatihia, 
Ooatachlna),  and  otben  baTe  palaed  tbrooEh  ilmllar  ordeali.  And  tlila  la 
b«  wondered  at,  for  the  aerraot  la  not  belter  than  bl«  Lord,  and  He  experl- 
ha  aame  traatmanC  whtcb  I  have  of  late  esperlenead. 

tnUnc  the  teattmoo;  of  tbeae  wltneaaea  I  bare  tbia  to  eay:  I  do  not  deny 
y  wife,  wbo  at  tha  time  waa  111  and  bad  a  lerere  eoatb,  ordered  balf  a 
of  roD  by  tbii  Cbrtattan  CrItienKen,  wbo  wai  abont  to  to  to   town  wltb 

One  halt  of  tbIa  roni  waa  let  aalde  to  be  Died  afterwarda  aa  medicine,  and 
>«r  balf  WM  mlied  witb  water  and  dmok.  Jnit  before  we  retired  that 
'.  Part  of  the  laat  barf,  bowerer,  waa  boUad  with  bntter  and  milk,  whieb  I 
'  citre  my  boaraeneaa.  Prom  thla.  Rev,  gentleinen,  yon  will  elearly  pereel*e 
*  c«DM  of  ny  reatleasneti  that  night  wai  not  owlog  to  alroiiE  drink.  If  yon, 
n,  abonld  look  at  my  condition  deliberately,  conld  yon  not  acconnt  for  mj 
B«M  open  other  sronndi  than  dmokeDneaiT     I  bare  been  obliged  to  paes  tbe 

part  of  tbe  nlgbta  of  the  pact  winter,  even  on  my  own  beartta-atone,  In 

and  lorrow. 

nalng  tbe  aecoDd  part  of  tbe  teetlmony  from  theae  people,  glTen  nnder  oath, 
the  folIowlOK  to  Bay :  It  came  to  paia,  after  thla  man  had  flnlabcd  mowing 
In,  that  be  came  borne,  and  baring  a  little  ram  left  In  hla  bottle,  my  wife 

and  nixed  It  with  water,  bnttcr.  and  logar,  boiled  it,  poured  It  In  a  cap 
Mi^t  It  to  me,  reqneatlDg  me  to  drink  of  It.  Twice  I  refuted  to  take  It, 
tbat  I  did  not  feel  well,  that  I  dlillked  It.  and  that  It  nanaeated  me.  Ity 
iwerer,  peraleted  In  barlDg  me  drink  of  It.  After  atlll  further  realatance  1 
consented  to  use  a  little  ao  as  to  satlBfy  her.  Shortly  after  thla,  ooe  of  my 
ea,  a  relatlre  t  aappoac,  testlfled  onder  oath,  that  I  had  not  been  dmnk  bat 
he  iDllnence  of  atrong  drink.  Thla  waa  her  poaltlre  teetlmony.  Now,  daaily 
]  Slra.  eren  bad  thli  testlmoDj  been  true,  do  yon  conelder  It  right  for  tbeae. 
icatlcB,  to  Inapect  my  houu  aud  then  tbua  eipoae  matters?  Too  can  eaally 
hat  Bort  of  people  they  were  who  roaa  np  agaloat  me  ai  accuBen. 
farther  concerning  the  caasea  of  tbIa  troable  In  my  church :  beside*  tba 
nentloned  marriage,   there  waa  another  marriage  which  was   an  additional 

It  waa  tbat  of  a  widow.  She  hia  ilz  children.  They  were  yttj  much 
to  have  their  mother  marry  a  aeeond  time.  They  ancceeded  Id  their 
on  for  flre  or  eli  yeara.  Finally,  the  widow  came  to  me  and  reqiieited  ma 
e  ber  Id  marriage  witb  ber  aullor.  I  took  It  for  granted  that  abe  bad 
I   the  conaent   of  ber  children.     I    therefore  united   her   In   wedlock.     TbIa 

the  children  agalnat  me  exceedingly.  Tbey  declared  that  they  would  give  ma 
>f  troable.  Tbey  awore  tbat  Ihey  would  endeaTor  to  eiclle  tha  feellnga  of 
'd  FTCry  one  of  my  [leopte  agalnat  me.  Thla  is  not  a  rery  dllllcult  taah  to 
lab,  eapeclally  In  tbe  country,  where  they  are  oeariy  all  related  to  one 
,  either  by  marrlBEe  or  as  blood  relatlTca. 

aider  myaelf  In  duty  bound,  alnce  1  hare  been  a  mlDiater  of  tbe  Gospel  for 
an  forty  three  years,  and  have  had  much  auccees,  to  lay  tbeee  my  complaints 
roar  Tinerable  body,  that  1  may  not  be  obliged,  at  the  age  of  alily  elubt,  to 

0  the  grare  aa  a  deposed  minister  of  the  Gospel. 

g  Id  tbe  bope  that  your  honors  will  consider  my  case  ss  though  it  were  yoar 
sd  tbat  you   will   reatore  me   to  my   paatoral   olBce,    Id   oppoaltloD    to   tbIa 

1  CoetoB,  I  remain  while  prBylng  for  your  proeperlty.  lor  your  persona  and 
■  and  also  for  yoar  olBee.  Highly  Honored  Slra  and  Brethren  In  the  Lord — 
ring  and  klodly  disposed  brother, 

Rdnbatdt  Briekion. 
a,  Jnly  16.  1764. 
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Pi-mTiON'  OF  Sir  James  Jay  to  the  King,  July  17,  1764,  poba 
Grant  of  I*and  for  Kings  College.     (See  July  23). 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majestj  in  Gouncil. 

The  Memorial  and  humble  Pedtion  of  Sir  James  Jay,  Knight.  In  behalf  of  thi 
Governors  of  King's  College  in  the  Citj  of  New  York  in  America. 
Sheweth. 

That  although  the  said  Seminary  Hath  been  honoured  with  the  most  dlstingolA- 
ing  Mark  of  Your  Majesty's  Royal  favour,  yet  the  superior  importance  It  is  beeoM 
of  to  your  Majesty's  American  Dominions  in  consequence  of  the  acquisition  of  Ganadi 
and  its  dependanee  encourages  him  to  hope  that  his  present  application  Id  fsTOor 
of  it  will  meet  with  your  Majesty's  gracious  approbation. 

That  in  order  that  the  necessity  and  importance  of  the  said  Seminary  may  bi 
rightly  understood  he  begs  leave  to  mention  its  origin,  progress  and  prtMBt 
situation. 

The  several  Gentlemen  In  the  Province  of  New  York,  observing  the  nuny  incoii* 
veniences  and  Disorders  tliat  prevailed  in  America  in  General,  and  that  GoloBy  to 
particular  from  the  different  opinions,  manner  and  customs  of  the  Inhabitants,  til 
apprehending  that  more  fatal  evils  would  arise  among  a  people,  composed  of  variov 
Nations,  differing  in  language  and  in  their  principles  of  Religion  and  CtovenuMit 
If  left  destitute  of  the  proper  means  of  Education  endeavoured  to  establish  a  sea- 
Inary  for  their  instruction. 

That  it  was  also  observed  that  many  of  those  evils,  were  in  a  great  rneaw* 
owing  to  the  want  of  proper  Ministers  and  Teachers,  and  that  It  was  lioposAte 
to  obtain  a  sufficient  supply  of  able  Instructors  unless  opportunities  were  provldci 
for  educating  them  there,  as  few  men  of  proper  qualifications  here  cooM  ki 
induced  to  quit  their  hopes  in  these  Kingdoms,  for  a  laborious  employment  to  i 
remote  wilderness  where  they  are  to  expect  but  small  secular  advantage  to  rewirl 
their  toll. 

That  sundry  circumstances  rendered  these  considerations  the  more  Immedlttelj 
interesting  and  particularly  the  amasing  pains,  wliich  your  Majesty's  Popish  Im- 
mles  were  every  where  perceived  to  take  for  the  propagation  of  their  pocslltf 
Tenents  and  the  many  Bstablishments  they  were  making  for  that  purpose  In  all  tte 
Countrys  of  America  subjected  to  them,  while  your  Majesty's  nnmeroiis  suhK^ 
there,  remained  too  liable  to  their  corruptions  by  being  spread  abroad  oa  a  wMe 
frontier  without  a  sufficient  number  of  Protestant  Ministers  among  them. 

That  from  a  Just  sence  of  these  growing  evils  a  College  was  erected  in  New  Yofk. 
not  indeed  to  aim  at  any  high  Improvements  In  literature  but  to  guard  against  totil 
ignorance  to  instill  into  the  minds  of  Youth  true  principles  of  Religion,  a  venentKn 
for  the  British  Constitution,  and  a  grateful  sence  of  the  many  Blessings  we  eajof 
under  your  Majesty's  auspitlous  Government,  to  instruct  them  In  sooh  osefnl  Arti 
and  branches  of  knowledge  as  are  necessary  to  Trade  Agriculture  and  the  doe 
improvement  of  your  valuable  Colonys  there,  and  lastly,  to  assist  in  ralslag  op  *■ 
Hu<*ces8lon  of  faithful  Instructors  to  be  sent  forth  among  our  own  people  and  th* 
Indians  In  alliance  with  us.  in  order  to  teach  them  the  ways  of  truth  to  save  tte* 
from  the  corruptions  of  the  Enemy  and  wipe  away  the  reproach  of  sofl«itBg  tke 
Kmissarles  of  a  false  Religion  to  be  more  zealous  In  propagating  their  slavi^  ■■A 
destructive  Tenets,  than  we  are  In  promoting  the  glorious  plan  of  puhlle  Lftcrty 
and  happiness  committed  to  us. 

That  with  these  generous  views,  the  said  Seminary  was  begun  about  Ten 
ago,  and  Is  placed  under  the  InspectioQ  of  the  Government  and  BstabUsked 
The  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  first  I^ord  of  Trade  and  _  ^ 
and  the  Chief  Officers  in  the  Government  of  the  Colony,  being  by  the  Ohartsri^ 
in<orporation,  Govemours  of  it  in  virtue  of  their  Offices— That  besUas  a  m» ^ 
Money  granted  by  the  Assembly  it  has  been  chiefly  supported,  by  the  llbsial  M*' 
tributlons  of  Individuals,  excepting  that  the  venerable  Society  In  London  for  Fnf^ 
gating  the  Qoepel,  being  sensible  how  much  the  undertaking  wonid  oontffMsl* 
the  extension  of  Religion  and  virtue  assisted  them  with  a  donation  oC  MQ 

Bat,  tm  andertaklngs  of  anch  an  extensive  nature  even  In  the  nntt  wnnltiv 
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OMDt.  lUT*  MMom  bem  eomplcated,  nnlew  by  tb?  united  lenerMit;  of  man;  prt- 
«Uc  beD«E«et«n,  and  oflCD  b7  the  boimt?  of  8oT«relgii  pclucei.  It  cannot  be  thnuRht 
MtaafF  tlwt  all  tbc  rtaanrcei  Id  tho  pOW«r  dI  ladUlduala  In  a  todd^  Colon;  sLould 
b*  fmiod  bunncletit  (or  Ibc  parpoae,  and  that  tb«  Govproora  ot  tbe  CoDcpe  ahoold 
ke  redncad  t»  tli*  ncevuitj  of  (ollcltlog  ilie  HtslBiflncv  ot  tb«lr  tnotbrr  Couotry  to 
aable  tlwni  to  carr7  od  tbla  aaefnl  work.— 

That  Toor  pcUtloner  waa  accordlaglj  appointed  to  rcpcetent  the  deelffo  anil  atste 
•(  the  nndertablnK,  anil  to  lollrlt  and  lo  recelTs  the  benefactions  of  piom  and  well 
Ifcpoatd  people  In  Brlttaln.  and  that  be  baa  so  far  anrceeded  In  hla  endenvoura  ai 
ttal  tnclndlng  Xour  Uajeatr'a  Oradona  Donation  of  100  poonda:  the  private  bene- 
tKUoM  «f  naa;  o(  tbe  Noblllt;,  Gentry  and  Clerg;,  and  the  aum  collected  on  your 
tbjtotj'a  Roral  Brief,  be  will  be  enablpd  lo  remit  ua  tbe  vbole  abont  Are  Iboiinand 
pwada  elear  *f  all  eipencea. 

That  aa  (bete  I*  little,  «r  n«  prospect  of  obtalnlnR  further  aealatani'e  In  the 
ViMlBee,  and  a«  tbe  anm  ot  ttve  tbnuaand  poonda  la  Inaufllclent  to  carry  on  tbe 
I  even  lo  Ita  prrarnt  conHneil  manner  mni-b  leas  to  render  It  ot  more  extMielTe 
Eenenl  atUltj,  ronr  pet  It  Ion  era,  considering  that  tbe  Unliersltlea  In  Brtluin 
nland  w«ra  llbermtl;  endowed  with  lands,  bj  joor  MaJeatT's  Illuatrous  I'rede- 
m  and  (Hying  on  your  Majesty's  known  regard  for  tbe  adTaocement  of  Rell- 
lad  naefal  knowledge  la  encouraged  to  pmj  that  yonr  Majeat;  will  be  pleaaed 
ll  rant  ■  Tract  tf  Land  In  the  Province  of  New  York,  to  the  aforesaid  Remloair, 
is  tbe  tinappnipriated  lands  In  that  Trovlnce  are  In  a  remote  wlldenieiiii  at  a 
pnt  diatance  from  tbc  Improved  parts  ol  the  Colon;:  that  aa  It  mnat  bp  a  long 
tkr  bsfoi*  tber  can  ba  cnlUvated  or  rendered  ot  any  advantage  and  aa  the  proflts 
ikt  *lll  arise  fr«m  them  are  to  be  applied  for  the  public  benefit,  he  for  these 
a,  without  adducing  aa  precedenls  the  great  prlTllegee,  exempilons  iinil  ludnl- 
nrln,  that  were  granted  to  almllar  iQetttntlons  In  Brlttaln  A  trelund  hy  former 
MtTM,  hopes,  that  It  will  aeem  reasonable  that  tbe  usual  terms  of  Cnltlvatinn  and 
Mt  Bent,  an  which  landa  are  granted  to  private  persons,  ahoutd  be  dlspcnaiMl  with 
tt  Itii  oecBBlon  and  therefore  partlcnlarljr  praja: 

That  yonr  Majesty  will  be  pleaaed  to  grant  twenty  thonsand  Acres  of  land  In  the 
flMlMe  ot  New  York,  free  of  the  conditions  nf  cultivation  and  Quit  Rents  to  tbe 
fiweiBMa  of  the  College  ot  tbe  ProTlnce  of  New  York.  In  tbe  City  ot  New  York  In 
larrin,  T«t  tbe  ttac  and  behoof  of  the  said  College,  and  that  the  «n1d  Oovemora 
leave  to  locate  tbe  qoantlty  ot  landa  allowed  the  aald  College  ont  of  any  of 
'rown  Landa  In  the  said  provlnee  before  any  person  or  persons  who  hnvc 
*ilB(d  order*  for  lands  In  the  said  province,  are  permitted  to  locale  tt.e  nime, 
IM  yonr  Kajeaty's  Petitioner,  aa  In  duty  bonnd  abalt  ever  praf  et><. 

(signed)  Jnme*  Jsy. 

I**a,  17  Jtlly.  nW.  —Col.  Do(».  N.  T.  Vol.  vll.  pp.  n43-5. 


Church  of  New  Yokk. 
Repairs.     Manor  of  Ffnlliaiii. 

Xew  Yorli.  July  If.  ITfil. 

(HuHttvij  held  after  calling  on  God'a  nnmo. 

L  Besolved,  That  the  front  of  the  New  iliiinh  !«■  fiimlsheil  with  new  aaah 
•Wbws,  became  the  old  panes  are  so  broken  us  lo  b*  not  worth  reiiewiil;  the  few 
HHs  ranulnlDK  unbroken  may  serve  for  mending  oilicn, 

L  That  a  llal<'0nr  be  made  on  the  Xew  Chunb  surh  as  Is  on  tbe  Old  Bngllah 
(taKh. 

1  nat  the  coat  of  the  three  pieces  of  sliver,  whivh  have  been  made  Into  lant- 
■Nk  Is  be  sent  «•  a  praaent  to  Amsterdam,  be  paM  fr.r  out  of  the  aale  of  the  pews; 
■f  ttat  the  onnmlttee  send  the  same  by  tbe  Brut  opportunity. 

i*-  It  waa  farther  agreed  that  the  arreani  r>t  rent  dne  on  Ibe  pews  In  tbe  New 
nasek  Bfeall  not  be  demanded,  for  rertaln  reasons;  bnt  henceforth  paymeut  iball 

f      II  a  iaed  «M  flvea   lo  TheopMlu>  Hunt,   nf  ttv-sn 
f   IhMr  aC  Kardke^  marked  en  the  map  ai  So.  lO:  *otd  ii 
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another  deed,  tigmed  and  sealed,  to  Benjamin  Corson,  for  a  piece  of  land  la  the 
same  Manor,  sold  to  him  for  £167:7:4%.     For  these  four  bonds  are  glTen  bj  the 
said  Theophilns  Hont,  Aaron  Hont,  and  Abram  Leggett,  which  are  taken  In  jiiice 
of  the  payment  of  the  first  installment  in   ready   money,  according  to  the  llist 
agreement. 

Signed  etc.. 

J.  Rltsems,  p.  t.  President 

Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Lords  ok  the  Privy  Council.  Jult 
23,  1764.  Kings  College  Receives  (Grant  of  Laih). 
(See  July  17.) 

To   the    Right    Honorable   the   Lords   of  the   Committee   of   His   Majesty's  Most 

Honorable  Privy  Council  for  Plantation  Affairs. 
My  Lords. 

In  pursuance  of  your  Lordships  Order  of  the  17th  Inst.,  we  have  taken  into  oor 
consideration  the  memorial  and  humble  petition  of  Sir  James  Jay,  Knifbt,  in 
behalf  of  the  Governors  of  King's  College  in  the  City  of  New  York  in  Ameriei 
humbly  praying  "That  his  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  grant  twenty  thousand  sent 
of  land  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  free  of  the  conditions  of  cultivation  and  Qstt 
Bent,  to  the  Governors  of  the  College  of  the  Province  of  New  York  In  the  City  d 
New  York  in  America,  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  College,  and  that  the  «M 
Governors  may  have  leave  to  locate  the  quantity  of  land  allowed  the  ssld  coltofe 
out  of  any  of  the  Crown  lands  in  the  said  Province,  before  any  person  or  pemni 
who  have  obtained  orders  for  Lands  In  tbe  said  Province  are  permitted  to  locate  tbe 
same." 

Whereupon  we  beg  leave  to  report  to  your  Lordships,  that  as  this  new  establislMA 
Seminary  for  the  encouragement  of  Religion  and  useful  learning  appears  to  ss  t» 
be  a  laudable  Institution  and  as  such  has  already  been  favoured  with  his  Majesty*! 
countenance  and  protection :  we  see  no  reason  why  your  lordships  may  not  sdviM 
His  Majesty  to  endow  It  with  such  a  landed  property  as  the  Petitioner  regoeftii 
which  will  give  It  a  greater  respect  and  stability,  and  will  under  proper  restrlctltfM 
and  prudent  management  be  no  inconsiderable  addition  to  its  present  slender  and 
precarious  support;  and  therefore  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  his  Majesty*! 
orders  may  be  given  to  the  Governor  of  New  York  to  cause  twenty  thousand  teres 
of  land  to  be  surveyed  and  laid  out  for  this  purpose  in  one  continuous  tiaet,  ts 
such  part  of  the  Province  as  the  acting  and  resident  Governors  of  the  CoUefe 
shall  choose,  and  upon  a  return  of  such  survey  to  pass  a  Patent  for  the  sasis  te 
the  Goremors  of  the  said  College  as  named  in  the  Charter  &  their  successois  fiw* 
ever,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  College,  with  a  power  to  the  said  Oot' 
emors  to  grant  leases  of  the  premises  for  three  lives  or  any  term  not  eseesdbif 
ninety-nine  years;  reserving  a  rent  to  the  College  of  at  least  one  third  of  tht 
Improved  value. 

As  to  the  request  of  the  Petitioner  that  these  lands  may  be  granted  firee  of  Ql^^ 
Bent,  if  His  Majesty  shall  be  pleased  as  a  mark  of  his  royal  Grace  and  Favour  ts 
approve  of  such  remission  of  the  usual  Quit  Rent,  we  humbly  recommend  tkst  ts 
annual  rent  of  618.  should  be  reserved  to  be  paid  by  the  President  and  Fellows  of 
the  College  to  the  Governor  or  Commander  In  Chief  of  the  Province  slttlnf  !> 
Council  In  the  Council  Chamber  on  every  Monday  after  Easter  In  each  year;  bot  wt 
do  not  think  It  either  expedient,  or  for  the  Interest  or  advantage  of  the  Collef!^ 
that  this  grant  should  be  made  free  from  the  conditions  of  cultivation  prescribed  !■ 
His  Majesty's  Instructions,  or  that  It  is  either  Just  or  equitable  to  allow  thit 
priority  of  location  of  the  lands  desired  by  the  Potltloner. 

We  are  etc., 

HlUsboroofk 

Qeo.  Rice 
J.  Dyson. 

WblUhall  July  23,  1764.  -Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vot  ▼!!,  pp.  6454. 
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Sen.  Freyenmoet,  Meyer  and  Cock,  to  the  Claasis  of  AmBterdam, 
July  25,  1764.     Vol.  33,  page  81.     No.  351. 

i  letter  from  thpet  nelghborlnc  mlnliten  of  tbe  Flats.  Rers.  Frereomoet,  H*r«l' 
ud  Cock,  dated.  The  FUti  J11I7  25.  1764.  witb  come  Tolnmloaiu  docDmenti. 

L  Tbc  letter  ItMlt  eoutalns  ■  statement  of  the  cauee  for  which,  and  tbe  maoDer 
It  TUch,  tbeae  tbree  mlnlatera  and  their  elder*,  at  the  reqneat  of  the  Her.  Conala- 
tUT  at  the  Flat*,  (Khlnebeck),  came  together  there,  and  took  action,  an  tbe  case  of 
br.  K.  T.  Van  BoeTenberg,  mlnliter  at  tbe  Flats.  Tbej  resolved,  on  accoaot  ot 
hb  latpenlteoce  and  stDbbomnesi,  for  hli  many  sins  and  misdemeanors,  t>ase  and 
oCmilTe  as  tbe;  we»,  to  keep  him  under  censnre,  nntll  tbe  Claesls  or  the  Srnod 
tl  North  Holland  thalt  pronounce  sentence  upon  him,  for  to  these  bodies  be  hea 
W«tl(d. 

n.  Tbe  acewopanjlnB  doeaments  contain  the  accooat 

1.  or  the  Acu  Of  the  oslghborliis  minister*  and  elders,  Jan.  18,  1TS4.  In  tbe 
cut  ol  RcT.  Van  HocTeuberg.  For  rery  grave  misdemeanors,  the;  had  Jadged  him 
la  b«  worthy  of  censnre,  without  bowsTcr,  dealing  with  him  at  once,  because  they 
nutrd  flrst  to  get  the  opinion  ot  the  ministers  of  New  York  and  Albany. 

L  Of  the  Acts  of  these  same  ministers  and  elder*,  who  at  the  same  place,  on 
IhiG,  ITM,  eenanred  and  ■n*peltded  Ber.  Tan  Hoevenberg  for  ten  weeks.  Agalnat 
nil  wnteuc*,  a*  well  as  against  all  that  was  done,  he  bad  already  protested  the 

I.  Finally:  Of  the  coDclualon*  of  that  Bcclealastlcal  Assembly,  keeping  Rer. 
Tu  HocTenberg,  nuder  censure,  t>eons*  be  ibowed  no  penltenoe  during  the  term 
<(  CMisare,  and  waa  unwlllJng  to  make  itny  confession  or  to  preach  a  PeDlteotlal 
ttmon  at  Ita  close.  He  waa  therefore  contlnnsd  under  censure,  nntll  tbe  Rev. 
CUiilt.  before   which  they  openly  place  this  entire  matter,   shall  hsve  passed  Its 

la  approved  by  the  aubontlaated  Ecclesl- 


Acts  of  the  Ci.assis  of  Amstebdam. 

Beport  of  Committee  on  the  AfiFairs  of  Xew  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Bltaem*  and  Tan  der  Smau. 

■rsodalla.  1T<4.  Art.  48.  The  Classli  report  that  lu  Deputatl  ad  res  Eiteraa, 
lanisuaacs  of  the  les<riutl<Hi  of  the  Synod  ot  last  year,  (1T63)  csnied  to  be  made 
Wirlal  (certlfled  by  oath  before  a  notary)  copies  of  the  two  letters  addreaaed  to 
■W  Synod ;  the  one  In  tbe  name  of  Jobn  BItiema,  and  the  other  In  the  name  of  the 
"•■alory  of  tbe  Jagertje  (Sangertles)  chnrcb.  Tbeae,  our  delegBte*  Co  thia  Synod 
llvad  npon  the  table  of  Bynod,  while  the  orlglnRl*  were  forwarded  to  N'ew  York, 
■Wort  Hdlnga  have  t>een  received  that  the  writer  of  these  forged  letters  ha*  been 
OKnncd.  He  Is  the  Catechtser  and  Knakea-beaoeker.  A,  van  der  Sman,  who  In 
lUs  way  had  sought  to  Intrude  himself,  as  pastor.  Into  the  church  ot  "t  Jagcrtje. 
ft  this  he  was  not  only  censored,  but  also  auapended  and  deposed  from  hi*  olBce. 

xlv.  10. 

Ok  Uinutes  of  Synod,  Jnly-Aog.  1763;  March  8,  1744.) 

Acts  OF  THE  Synod  of  North  Holland,  July  31-Aua.  8, 1764 ; 

Vol.  65. 

Article  47. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey, 

lie  *•».  Classls  of  Amsterdam  reports  (hat  lis  Deputle*  on  Foreign  Atlo.\T*  \>«it, 
I^MM  to  iaat  r—F'*  naolntton,  had  oolarisl  copies  made  ot  the  two  \«i\.Ut* 
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wrItteD  to  the  Synod;  one  In  name  of  Rev.  John  Ritsema,  the  other  In  the  namr  of 
the  Consistory  of  Saugerties.  These  the  Deputies  to  this  Synod  lay  on  the  Synod's 
table,  the  originals  having  been  sent  to  New  York.  News  has  been  received  from 
there,  to  the  effect  that  the  writer  of  those  forged  letters  had  been  discovered,  and 
that  he  is  the  Catechiser  and  Visitor  of  the  Sick.  A.  Van  der  Sman.  who  had  thereby 
sought  to  crowd  himself  as  minister  Into  the  church  at  Saugertie^.  Wberefom^he 
has  not  only  been  censured,  but  also  suspended  and  deposed  from  his  sprvic#*it. 

Their  Hon.  Mightinesses,  the  Corresponding  Delegates,  the  moderators  and  all  the 
Classls  thank  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  for  thus  clearing  up  nmttent. 

Rev.  Ritzema  to  Mr.  John  Wynkoop,  of  Kingston,  Aug.  S, 
1764.     (Copy  also  Sent  to  Cjl.vssis  of  Amsterdam   with 

CONFERBNTIE  LeTTER  OF  JlTNE  21.) 

Advice  from  Kingston  have  compelled  us  to  forward  the  following  to  the  Her. 
Classis  of  Amsterdam : 

To  Mr.  John  Wynkoop.  Elder  at  Kingston : 

I  have  received  your  letter  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Cranner,  as  I  had  also  some 
days  before  received  one  from  Dom.  Meyer.  To  the  latter  I  had  prepared  an  answer, 
but  had  not  yet  sent  it.  so  that  there  was  an  opportunity  to  read  it  to  Mr.  CYanner. 
He  approved  it,  but  desired  me  to  add  something  which  might  be  more  satisfactory 
to  the  Domine;  this  I  have  done,  and  now  dispatch  it,  hoping  that  yon  will  tee  it. 
Otherwise  I  would  communicate  it  to  you  verbatim,  while  it  is  in  my  power ;  bat  It 
is  too  burdensome  for  me  to  make  copies  of  my  domestic  correspondence,  it  being 
trouble  enough  to  do  that  with  letters  to  foreign  parts. 

I  monm  your  condition  and  that  of  the  other  congregations,  among  which  snch 
a  spirit  of  domination  prevails  that  men  will  not  be  subject  to  a  lawful  subordina- 
tion, but  seek  to  impose  an  unlawful  subordination  npon  others.  For  they  ha^e 
set  up.  and  mean  still  further  to  carry,  the  rule  of  tiie  majority,  by  which  they 
will  be  able  to  manage  everything  their  own  way ;  and,  for  my  part.  I  think  I  have 
satisfactory  reasons  for  believing  that,  if  they  succeed,  they  will  so  play  the  master 
{spelen  den  baag)  in  all  our  congregations,  that  we  shall  get  into  a  state  of  confa- 
sion  from  which  there  will  be  no  recovery.  Yet  we  do  not  desire,  neither  does  the 
Classis,  ahy  such  subordination  as  would  conflict  with  the  freedom  which  a  sot^ect  of 
Great  Britain  has.  Our  subordination  to  the  Classis  means  only  and  simply  that  we 
govern  our  churches  here  according  to  the  ecclesiastical  constitutibn  of  the  Nether- 
lands, on  which  they  are  founded ;  and  in  consequence  of  which  we  are  not  a 
tolerated  Church,  as  sll  dissenters  are,  but  on  established  Church,  according  to  the 
Articles  of  Surrender,  when  this  country,  which  before  was  Dutch,  became  Bngllsh. 
If,  then,  we  withdraw  ourselves  from  Holland,  which  we  certainly  do  by  rcfoslBg 
to  be  In  becoming  subordination.  I  expect  that  in  time  we  shall  be  considered 
dissenters,  and  lose  our  privileges  ss  an  established  Church,  and  perhaps  Incnr  the 
danger  of  forfeiting  our  charters.  For  these  were  given  to  us  as  a  Netherlandish 
Church ;  and  how  can  we  remain  such,  when  we  will  not  be  governed  by  the 
Netherlandish  Church  rules,  but  will  make  ministers  here  of  whomsoever  we  please, 
which  is.  indeed,  the  principal  thing  aimed  at? 

On  this  account,  I  am  resolved  to  add  to  the  letter  already  written  to  the 
Classis  a  copy  of  the  oath  which  all  functionaries  here  are  required  to  take ;  and  to 
ask  the  Classis  to  say  that  they  wish  no  subordination  inconsistent  with  that  oath. 

Further,  brethren,  be  united  with  each  other,  and  stand  as  one  man  agalnat  the 
schismatics;  for  the  least  Indulgence  you  grant  will  eat  like  a  canker,  to  jonr  min. 
Be  the  opposer  who  he  may,  he  must  yield,  or  all  Is  lost.  The  Lord  unite  yonr 
hearts  hereto  In  love. 

With  due  salutations, 

I  am  your  friend  and  servant, 

J.  Rltsema. 
New  York,  August  8,  1704. 

Dr.  Meyer  was  not  kind  enough  to  make  known  all  my  letter  to  htai,  hot  read 
oDij  parts  of  it,  whereupon  the  Consistory  resolved  to  read  to  hln  ny  letttr  to 
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Mr.    loka  Wjnkoop,  uid   raqactted  him  to  become  lubordiDite  to  tbe   Ctaaili   of 
Aacttrtun,  on  tbe  sronnili  ttated  In  mjr   letter.     He  replied   accordlne  to   tbelr 
nqitwl,  ta  wrltlnc  a  copy  ol  wblcb  here  follow*: 


Dominie  Mbser  s  Position. 

"  Brins  reqaeited  by  tbe  Cauilitor;,  contletlog  at  the  elders  and  deacons  ol  tbe 
eoBCTCiation,  to  sire  mjr  opinion  aa  to  the  proprletj  of  yielding  or  refualng  mbordl- 
nation  to  tbe  Bar.  Clawla  of  Amiterdam,  mj  reply  Is  ihia:  For  the  satlslaclion  of 
Bj  conscience  In  regard  to  tbe  oath  b;  which  I  adjured  all  foreign  power  and 
ntborltr,  etc,  orer  tbinga  ecclealaitleal  or  iplrltoal  la  thla  realm,  mj  purpose  was 
(•  consant  no  fnrtber  pereonally  to  the  lubocdlnatlou  to  the  Claula  of  Amalordam, 
before  I  recalTcd  tbe  explanation  of  tbe  Couferentle,  wberela  thla  sabordlnatlob  li 
fUtfd  to  be  BDch  as  may  consist  wllb  the  oath  wblcb  la  already  taken  by  some, 
end  may  be  taken  by  mote.  And  stUI,  to  bring  no  bonds  on  my  conscience  conecm- 
!■■  Ibat  oatb,  and  ont  of  fear  of  acting  faithlessly,  I  And  some  dlfllcalty  In 
ctBcfdIng  to  tbe  Clasala  tbe  right  and  power  over  oar  spiritual  tblngs,  so  long 
illwlgsd  tbem,  by  wblcb  the  right  of  ordination  Is  denied  to  our  minliters  and 
"V*!*"""-.  and  tbe  sole  decision  of  questtona  concerning  ecclesiastical  persona  and 
MSMUkes  ben  la  given  to  the  Claasls.  For  the  rest,  I  ba*e  no  objection  to  a 
CkrMlaa  and  brotherly  correspondence ;  on  the  contrary,  I  detire  In  this  way  to 
tt  nlted  with  tbe  Clanls. " 


Ritzema's  Reuabk«  on  Mkyi:r's  Posinos. 

■k  Ibcre,  BeT.  Brethren,  what  troubles  again  befall  us '.  We  are  asked  not  only 
I*  r— nnleate  tbeae  things  to  you,  bat  also  wbetber  the  people  may  not  wltb  tbe 
nuM  propriety  be  nieaaed  from  Bucb  a  minister — one  whose  conrae  violates  bis 
Vl,  ud  pnla  tbem  In  danger  of  forfeiting  their  charter  If  tbey  beep  him ;  since 
Av  bold  their  chnrcb  bonding  and  property,  not  as  an  Independent  cborch,  but  as 
■NllBg  mdar  tbe  Chnrcb  Order  of  the  Kelberlands,  determined  In  the  Synod  of 

letter  to  Mr.  Wynkoop  eipreaaes  the  true  condition  of  our  Cbnrcb  and 
hold,  and  since  we  send  the  answer  of  Dom.  Meyer  to  the  Be*. 
iMaUy  for  Its  judgment,  we  add  only  (base  observe tl oni :  Dom.  Heyer  appears 
but*  eonaelence  of  an  oath  wblch  be  took  freely  and  without  neceaalty,  but  not 
ri  Ui  ■'i"'"ir  tbe  formulae  at  bla  ordination  when  called  to  Kingston,  whlcb 
iMgei  bin  eipreasly  to  tbe  Cbureh  of  the  Netberlanda  and  Its  Orders.  Now,  not 
Mtr  has  be  long  known  tbe  unanimous  decision  of  tbe  Synod,  In  which  the  Synods 
•(  lU  the  provinces  were  represented,  that  the  churches  here  ahonld  be  subordinate 
t*  tbe  Ctaaala  of  Amsterdam,  but  he  has  had  copies  of  tbe  last  two  letters  In  which 
the  B«v.  Claasla  defends  Its  ancient  right.  W«  cannot,  therefore,  conclude  otherwise 
determined  porpoee  either  lo  dntioy  the  peacefnl  and  united 
else  be  drlveo  out  himself. 
to  the  request  of  the  Consistory,  It  has  been  diaicult  tor  qb  to  reply-  Tet, 
SMnred  of  bis  obstinacy,  and  also  of  the  unsnimous  purpose  of  the  CODilatory, 
the  whole  congregation,  to  have  no  minister  who  did  not  stand  In  doe 
tho  CIsssIs  of  Amsterdam,  we  resolTHl  to  advise  them  to  warn  blm 
■cs  again,  aod  set  before  blm  the  danger  of  refoslng;  but  If  all  proved  vain,  to 
sttragtben  tbemselvea  with  a  neighboring  Consistory,  so  as  to  pat  him  under 
cannrc.  and  In  the  end  remove  blm  from  the  congregation. 

•a  oae  of  the  pages  of  onr  letter  to  tbe  Classls,  reference  Is  made  to  the  oath 
«t  aUcgtanee.  which  waa  already  copied  on  an  additional  note  to  be  sent  to  you 
sa  a  P.  8. ;  btit,  as  we  now  ahall  probably  have  an  opportontty  to  i«nd  direct  to 
Amaieiaaa,  and  therefore  need  not  be  so  precise  shout  Increasing  tbe  weight  of  oar 
iMten.  w«  atucfc  it  here.  In  order  that  the  Classls  may  see  the  nMa\ess.  \t  n«( 
■takaa,  NMloa  at  tbe  Coetos  brorberhotxf.  It  ibus  reads  In  th«  orlglnftV  ton^u* '. 
106 
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The  Civil  Oath. 

I,  A.  B.,  do  sincerely  promise  and  swear  that  I  will  be  faithful  and  bear  tr 
allegiance  to  bis  Majesty  King  George  the  Third.     So  help  me  God. 

I,  A.  B.,  do  swear  that  I  do  from  my  heart  abhor,  detest,  and  abjure,  as  Implo 
and  heretical,  that  damnable  doctrine  and  position,  that  princes  ezcommnnlcated 
deprived  by  the  Pope,  or  any  other  authority  of  the  See  of  Borne,  may  be  depot 
or  murdered  by  their  subjects,  or  any  other  whatsoever;  and  I  do  declare  that 
foreign  prince,  person,  prelate,  State,  or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought  to  have,  a 
Jurisdiction,  power,  superiority,  dominion,  or  authority,  ecclesiastical  or  splrlto 
within  this  realm.     So  help  me  God. 

This  is  the  oath  about  which  so  much  excitement  has  been  raised,  yet  every  o 
sees  that  it  has  no  reference  to  our  Church  state,  but  only  to  the  preservation  of  t 
King  against  the  power  of  Rome,  etc.  We  humbly  desire,  therefore,  that  the  Rt 
Clanls  would  please  Insert  these  words  In  their  answer  to  us — that  they  desire 
other  subordination  that  such  as  may  consist  with  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Tl 
will  strengthen  the  weak  and  stop  the  mouths  of  the  malicious. 

Herewith  we  conclude,  and  subscribe  ourselves,  Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren 
Christ,  with  the  utmost  respect. 

Your  servants  and  brethren, 

J.  Ritsema 
L.  De  Rondc 

Church  of  New  York. 
German  Church.     Catechist     Rev.  Laidlie. 

New  York,  August  20,  1764. 

1.  A  plan  of  the  ground  of  the  High  Dutch  Church  was  shown.  By  this,  it  w; 
found  that  that  church  stood  for  some  feet  upon  our  ground. 

Resolved  that  these  feet  be  leased  to  them  for  fifteen  years  for  a  compensation  * 
a  shilling  a  year. 

2.  That  Mr.  Van  der  Sman  be  relieved  from  censure. 

3.  Mr.  Jakobus  Van  Antwerp  was  appointed  Catechlst  In  the  English  lanfUg 
He  is  to  receive  from  the  church  £15.  yearly,  and  from  each  catechuman  two  sh-' 
lings  per  quarter ;  and  for  this,  he  is  to  provide  fire  and  light. 

4.  That  domine  Laidlie  henceforth  shall  render  the  communion  service,  with  tJ 
preparatory  and  the  thanksgiving  sermons,  in  the  New  Church ;  because  the  EmgM^ 
members  derive  little  or  no  profit  from  the  service  in  Dutch. 

5.  That  £7 :  10  received  from  the  seats  bought  for  the  children  of  Mr.  Welp. 
presented  to  him.  In  recognition  of  his  trouble,  in  examining  the  accounts  of  T* 
Montanye. 

Signed  etc, 

J.  Ritsema,  p.  t  President- 

Church  of  Kingston. 

Request  of  the  Elders  of  Kingston  to  Rev.  Ilermanus  Meyer 
Acknowledge  Subordination  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  nothwit 
standing  the  Civil  Oath.     Aug.  23,  1764. 

No.  10. 

The  Elders  and  Deacons  for  weighty  reasons  unanimously  agreed  to  sA  o 
Minister  if  he  bad  any  cause  for  objecting  to  acknowledge  on  our  behalf  sabordln 
tlon  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  in  accordance  with  the  proposal  made  In  a  lett 
addressed  by  him  to  Do.  Ritsema  some  time  before.  His  answer  was — that  he  tc^ 
himself  prevented  from  so  doing  by  the  oath  of  allegiance  wlildi  he  had  tike 
To  thlB  the  Consistory  replied :    That  they  had  no  thought  of  admowladglag  •■ 


OF  THE  State  op  New  York.  39 

subordlnatloii  which  should  be  Inconsistent  with  this  oath,  or  trench  upon  any  fi 

dom  which  a  aobiect  of  Great  Britain  might  enjoy  under  that  government,  since 

were  certain  that  the  Classia  demanded  nothing  of  this  kind ;  nor  did  the  Consist 

intend  any  other  subordination  than  that  only  which  consisted  in  the  regulation 

oar  Churches  here  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands.    To  t 

there  could  be  no  objection  for  our  Churches  were  based  upon  this  Constitution  i 

likely  to  adhere  to  it  is  secured  to  us  by  the  Charter  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britf 

Being  further  desirous  to  understand  accurately  from  the  Dominie  whether  th 

WIS  anything  In  our  proposal  disadvantageous  to  ourselves  and  to  remedy  it  to 

Iwst  of  our  ability  if  there  were,  after  much  reasoning  we  at  length  received  at  < 

r«|iiest  an  answer  from  him  in  writing  which  Is  given  below  verbatim. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Letters  received.     Renting  Seats.     More  Deacons. 

New  York.  September  27,  1764 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  Three  letters  from  Amsterdam  were  delivered :  vis.,  one  from  the  Rev.  Class 
one  from  Messrs.  Longueville  and  Blenshall ;  and  one  from  Mr.  Daniel  Crommel 
These  having  been  read,  the  consistory  laid  them  on  the  table  to  be  answered 
another  time. 

2.  A  plan  was  presented  by  Mr.  Recorder  for  selling  and  renting  the  twenty-f( 
Itit  made  seats  in  the  New  Church  ;  and  the  same  was  approved. 

8.  It  was  agreed  that  the  two  seats  which  Mr.  Mathews  van  Aalstelm  has  rem 
for  many  years,  and  which  formerly  were  inscribed  to  some  of  the  family  of  J 
Banaadet,  shall  be  set  over  to  the  said  van  Aalstelm,  provided  he  pays  the  churc 
price  for  them,  and  holds  them  under  these  conditions :  of  giving  up  one  or  both 
them  in  case  the  widow  Ranaudet  or  her  son,  the  Doctor,  should  return  here  to  lU 
to  be  used  by  her  or  him,  should  they  attend  our  congregation,  and  otherwise  m 
and  also  repay  the  money  expended  to  the  said  van  Aalstelm. 

4.  That  the  seat  of  Christoffel  Bancker  which  has  become  vacant  shall  be  alloifi 
to  the  next  of  his  family  according  to  the  old  rule. 

^*  Lastly,  It  was  agreed  that  at  the  next  election,  two  more  deacons,  than  usu 
"^11  be  chosen,  in  order  to  lighten  the  service  In  the  New  Church  of  those  vt 
^^  are  to  officiate  in  their  turn ;  so  that  the  number  of  deacons  hereafter  shall 
ton;  and  all  to  be  of  like  authority  and  dignity. 

Signed  etc., 

A.  Laldlle,  p.  t.  President 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

^^^.  Oct  1st    Art.  8.    The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  have  received  letters — 

^ni  Colombo,  dated  January  25,  1764. 

^m  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  dated  May  12,  1764.  Whereof  the  extracts  i 
to  be  found  in  the  Acta  Deputatorum. 

^^  read  to  the  Assembly  a  letter  to  the  Consistory  of  Batavia,  and  a  letter 
^«  Consistory  of  Colombo.     Both  of  these  were  approved  for  forwarding. 

XIV.  16. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  Oct.  1,  1764. 
Extract  from  a  letter  of  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  per  Re 
Ritzema,  dated  May  12,  1764.     Vol.  33,  p.  79.     No.  347. 

Arrival  of  Rev.  Laidlie. 

A  letter  from   the  Consistory  of   New   York,    dated  May   12,    1764,   signed 
'ohanea  Bltaema,  8yn.  h.  t  Praeses. 

1.  Thsgr  Inform  us  of  the  safe  arrival  of  Rev.  Laldlle  at  New  "^toTlL  on  lAaxOoL 
illU)  I  and  that  his  Bev.,  (after  that  Rev.  P?  Ronde  had  preached  on  k^tW 
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from  2  Thess.  3 :  16,  *'  Now  the  Lord  of  peace  himself  give  yon  peace  alwajs  by  all 
means  ;**  and  Rev.  Ritzema  had  preached  on  April  15th,  from  Obadiah,  tn.  21,  **A]iA 
saylours  shall  come  up  on  mount  Zion,  to  Judge  the  mount  of  Esau ;  and  the  kingdom 
shall  be  the  Lord's ;  *' )  in  the  afternoon  preached  his  Inaugural  from  2  Cor.  5 :  11,  a, 
'*  knowing  therefore  the  terror  of  the  Lord,  we  persuade  men  ;**  to  the  great  satla- 
faction  of  a  large  congregation.  lie  gave  by  his  edifying  teachings  much  hope  of 
blessed  fruit. 

2.  They  thank  the  Lord  of  the  harrest  for  sending  them  such  a  faithful  laborer; 
and  express  also  their  gratitude  and  obligation  to  the  Rev.  Classis  for  doing  tta 
part,  and  that  so  speedily,  in  sending  them  this  man,  whose  ministry  along  with  that 
of  the  other  ministers,  they  pray,  may  be  blest  to  many. 

After  assuring  the  Classls  of  their  high  regard,  they  close  with  congratulations. 

Correspondence  From  America. 

Rov.  Joannes  Ritzema  to  Rev.  \Viiu)ldus  Budde,  Oct.  3,  1764. 

Vol.  33,  P.  82.     Letter  352.   ' 

Reverend  Sir  and  Much-Esteemed  Brother: 
Sir:— 

My  letter  to  your  Rev.  on  the  5th  of  July,  having  been  despatched  from  here  oaly 
last  month  on  account  of  want  of  opportunity  to  send  it,  explained  my  dlfficnlt7>  osa 
account  of  my  not  having  received  the  Acts  of  Synod,  nor  any  answer  to  the  call 
of  Queens  County.     Now,  however,  through  the  goodness  of  God.  we  art  enabledl 
to  rejoice  in  the  receipt  of  the  Acta  of  Synod,  with  the  accompanying  letters,  and  tlm^ 
minister  for  Queens  County  is  eagerly  expected.     On  this  account,  further  iufbrmaa- 
tion  thereon  becomes  unnecessary. 

In  my  letter  I  made  a  suggestion  that  the  Classis  should  qualify  three  or  four 
candidates,  and  send  them  over  without  definite  settlements.  This  is  a  thing  of 
such  eminent  importance,  on  account  of  the  decision  of  Classis  and  Synod  (abc^vat 
the  Acts  of  the  Coetus),  that  If  the  Rev.  Classis  desires  to  free  our  Church  from 
Independence,  and  to  make  her  decision  available,  and  to  lead  some  of  our  Coetvmai- 
brethren  to  return  to  proper  subordination,  it  will  not  only  strengthen  na  ^wnt 
compel  them  to  obedience.  If  I  had  now  three  or  four  such  qualified  Indlvldnalft  At 
hand,  I  would  be  able  to  provide  them  with  places,  as  good  as  any  in  this  coun<x7r 
all  of  them  situated  on  our  beautiful  North  River,  between  New  York  and  AllmxiJ* 
in  the  heart  of  the  country.  They  are  congregations,  also,  which  are  able  to  tBCAf 
the  expenses  of  a  call,  and  among  which  are  found  only  a  few  who  are  in  favor  of 
the  Coetua.     Perhaps  two  of  these  churches  will  even  resolve  to  send  a  call  at  ooce. 

The  place  of  the  aged  Erickson,  whom  the  Coetus  has  deposed,  will  now  be  fllie^ 
again  by  a  young  man.     Those  ministers  will  in   this  very  month,   again  ordain* 
according  to  their  right  of  Independency,  and  that,  as  I  am  told,  against  the  sent!' 
ment  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  Congregation,  who,  nevertheless,  will  have  to  foot 
the  bills.     If  we  now  had  had  such  a  man,  it  would  never  have  come  to  that    And 
we  further  hear  that  they  have  several  more  in  readiness,  whom  they  will  press  !»• 
here  and  there,  as 'soon  as  the  way  is  opened  to  the  least  extent.     From  this,    I 
think,  will  appear  the  necessity  of  my  suggestion,  even  If  the  Rev.  Classes  should  If^ 
obliged  for  a  while  to  loan  some  small  amounts  for  the  furtherance  of  such  ohject^ 
For  one,  I  will  be  good  for  the  repayment,  if  the  individuals  are  provided  witli  tb* 
necessary  qualifications.     I  will  also  receive  and  care  for  them. 

I  desire  one  other  thing  in  respect  to  this  matter,  vis.,  that  the  names  of  ^^^ 
ministers  who  do  not  stand  with  us  in  subordination  (to  the  Classis)  be  oisitt^^ 
from  the  Ministerial  Register.  According  to  my  view  of  the  caae,  the  Rev.  Cluii* 
has  nothing  else  to  do  than  to  declare,  in  her  letters,  that  she  recognises  none  M 
Brethren,  who  withdraw  their  subordination.  This  business  of  sobordloatioD,  th*< 
is  allegiance  to  the  Church  of  Holland  or  non-allegiance,  has  in  thla  BngUrii  enatff 
now  soch  an  importance,  that  the  church  of  Kingstown,  if  she  has  not  already  doae  90» 
IB  OD  the  point  of  deposing  her  minister,  (Hermanns  Meyer.)  He  wae  MSt  \9  ^ 
Fmealty  ot  Oroolngen  (University)  and  came  over  with  (Jacob  R.)  Hardflrterf^ 
who9e  Biater  be  baa  now  married.    Tb«^  depc^ae  ^iVm  Vs^v^se  they  will  not 
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UT  oac  u  tbelr  mlnlatsr,  except  one  who  !■  lubordlnate  to  tbe  ClsHti.  Tbcretort 
I  upect  notbloK  elM  but  to  bear  abortly  tbat  bis  Bev.  will  bare  to  seek  anotber 
pUa  vhere  tbej  deiire  aucb  mlnliten. 

Tbtt  I  4M  not  feel  mnch  like  wrltlne  In  bebalt  of  domlne  Srickion  la  plain  enoDBb 
tnu  mj  laat  latter  to  joar  Beva.  But  I  knew  notlilDg  b;  mjaelf,  with  an;  cer- 
talatj.  to  bla  detrlmeot :  bat  m;  cotleasvc.  T>t  Sonde,  who  has  recently  coma  from  ^^ 

there,  lella  ma  to-day  that  Erlckaoo'a  coudoct  ha*  been  very  olIeaalTe.  He  baa 
bMOBe  ao  fond  of  atroug  drink,  that  It  la  all  tbe  tame  to  him  what  eompan;  be 
oar  be  In.  If  oalj  he  can  cecale  hlmMlf  with  an  abundance  of  It.  On  tbla  account. 
I  vonld  rather  tbat  mj  name  ahoutd  not  b«  mantloned  with  reference  to  him, 
bMaue  I  neither  can  nor  ouxht  to  apeak  In   their  behalf,  who  live  unvrortbr  the 

Un  aome  (utnr*  occaalon,  I  hope  I  maj  be  honored  again  with  a  letter  from  roar 
BtT.  I  handed  youra.  Ibla  mornlnx,  to  m;  colltasae.  De  Sonde,  I  mlgbt  tell  you 
•MiMblng  more  about  oar  preaent  condition,  but  I  prefer  to  nae  the  utmoat  pmdence. 
latll  I  can  commnnlcate  to  700  with  [rcater  certalntf.  Everjtblng  la  ;et  Incipient, 
tat  (Ime  win  aoon  ttvwl  It 

1  wUb  jour  Bera.  all  neaded  Rrace,  and  the  bleuing  of  the  Ood  of  all  grace,  for 
tbe  Important  dotlea  of  the  DilnlatrT.  and  for  ■  rich  harTeat,  that  man;  ma;  be 
lutlled.  Woold  that  aucb  a  bleaaing  might  be  wen  once  again  among  na,  who  are 
belBt  conaumed  by  qnarrels  and  with  dealrea  for  the  maater; ;  and  tbat  King  Jeana 
nsld  ralae  the  Uuioec  of  peace  among  na  alao !  I  fear,  however,  a  aad  winter ;  for 
iltfad;  polemleaJ  letten  are  beginning  to  paaa  between  the  Preabrterians  and 
tplaccpallani ;  and  we  haie  Juat  now  received  anch,  (rom  one  who  will  probably 
i>la  the  farmer.  And  however  careful  we  ma;  be,  wa  will  be,  more  or  leaa,  drawn 
lata  the  dlacoaston.  The;  ate  even  now  endeavoring  to  draw  me  Into  It,  although 
I  hit*  alwa;B  maintained  a  neutral  attitude  In  tbla  atrUe,  and  this  attitude  I  hope 
■ni  tg  maintain.  I.mnember  that  golden  mnzim,  "  If  It  In  poaalUe,  live  pesceabi; 
■1th  all  men."  Indeed  I  and  that  beat  In  reference  to  othera,  having  enoogfa  to  do 
with  nlae  own. 
[>(ar  Sir,  and  Hlghlj  Esteemed  Brother.  1  aign  m;aelf,  with  the  greatest  r«apecl. 
Yonr  Bev.'  willing  aervant  and  brother, 

Joannes  Bltsema. 
!<••  Tort  Oct.  8,  1764. 


Corkespo:jde.vceFrom  Americ.v. 

Rpv.  .John  C.  Fryenmoet  to  the  Clasais  of  Amstordmii,  October  3, 

1764.     Vol.  33,  page  81.     No.  350. 

Trr;  Bevereod  Fatbeta  and  Brethren  In  Chrlat  constituting  tbe  Claiala  of 

Amaterdam : — 
Ib  Ibe  name,  and  b;  tbe  order  of  tbe  Itev.  ConsUtorlea  of  tbe  Tour  Combined 
Coacregatlona  o(  Poughkeepsie,  Flsbklll,  New  Uackensack  and  Hopewell,  I  ba*« 
the  hoBor.  to  conve;  to  ;onr  Revs,  tbe  encloaed  letter,  with  their  humble  regnett 
thai  ;m  will  please  soppi;  them,  as  aoon  as  posilble,  with  an  orthodox,  learned  and 
ploaa  ailDlster.  Ha  must  be  one  who  will  falthfull;  and  conatanti;  maintain  tbe 
goMl  order  of  tbe  cburch  according  to  divine  and  human  law ;  be  mnat  r^ard  roar 
Bm  as  a  High  Aaaembl;,  and,  therefore,  with  n»  aubordlnate  himself  to  you. 
•dhtrisg  with  ua,  ateadll;  and  faithfully,  to  your  Reva.  In  brotherly  love.  By  aucb 
■  Baa,  with  the  asalstanee  and  hlesalng  of  Ood,  the  delaying  condition  of  these 
""imalluLia  which  call  bim.  may  be  arrested,  and  the  truth  of  oar  aonnd  Confea- 
■iN  ot  ftlth,  and  our  pore  discipline,  according  to  our  laudable  Chnrcb  Bulea  may 
heitelMted  and  defended  against  so  men;  errors  which  Interfere  with  dactT\n«  Ka& 
*«Wka.  Sock  arrora  alao  flood  the  Chorcb  not  only  with  all  UnAs  at  «n\s« 
VMb  troB  tb*  eatgUe,  bat  a/so  wfth  aueh  nm  na  tb«  promotets  o1  \lke  i>t««riA. 
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Coetus  from  the  Inside.  Undoubtedly  you  have  already  seen  examples  of  tbis.  In 
the  complaints  preferred  to  our  subordinate  Meetlnjc  (the  Conferentle)  at  New  York 
on  the  20th  of  June,  against  Domlne  Samuel  Verbryk,  Minister  at  Tappan.  May  the 
kingdom  of  the  great  and  powerful  Prince  ^Jesus  be  gloriously  extended  in  this  land 
and  eatabliahed. 

I  consider  it  desirable  in  this  letter  to  lay  before  your  Revs,  a  faithful  report  of 
the  present  condition  of  these  congregations.  Thus  you  may  not  only  perceiTe 
therefrom  the  necessity  and  importance  of  this  call,  but  also  be  the  better  prepared 
to  send  an  able  man  to  these  churches.  I  desire  further  to  make  yon  understand 
the  groundlessness  of  the  false  and  lying  accusations  against  my  proceedlngi  In 
these  congregations,  which  some  of  the  Coetus  brethren  have  threatened  to  prefer 
before  you. 

Poughkeepsle  and  FishkiU  are  two  large  congregations,  from  which  the  other  two, 
Hackensack  and  Hopewell,  have  sprung.  It  was  with  the  consent  and  approTal  of 
the  Consistories  of  Flshkill  and  Poughkeepsle  that  they  were  organised  as  separate 
congregations.  The  growth  of  the  two  large  congregations  was,  however,  macfa 
retarded,  by  the  grevious  misunderstandings  and  dissensions  which  arose  between 
their  pastor,  Domine  B.  MInema,  (Meynema),  and  the  Consistory  and  congregations 
of  Poughkeepsle  and  later,  also,  of  Flshkill.  These  rose  so  high,  that  finally  for  the 
sum  of  £300  of  our  money,  ($750.)  Domine  Meynema  was  compelled  to  cease  bis 
services  among  them. 

This  made  an  opening  for  the  call  of  a  poorly  educated  Coetus  yooth,  named 
Jacobus  van  Nest.  But  the  breach  among  them  was  not  thereby  healed.  It  became 
only  greater;  for,  during  his  ministry,  which  was  cut  short  by  an  early  deatli,  the 
Consistories  of  both  congregations  wholly  surrendered  themselves  to  the  present 
Coetus;  that  Is,  they  withdrew  from  the  Jurisdiction  of  your  Revs.  They  bracgcd 
and  boasted,  that  now  they  were  delivered  from  the  Papal  yoke  of  sobordlnatiOB  to 
the  Classls;  for  such,  and  much  worse,  is  their  constant  and  foul  language.  Tbey 
say  that  they  have  as  good  a  right  to  examine  and  ordain  as  the  Classls  has;  and 
that,  therefore.  It  was  (not)  to  be  endured  that  any  other  persons  should  «ver 
again  come  among  them  for  church  service  except  those  who  are  fully  subordinate  to 
the  present  Coetus :  that  no  others  shall  be  allowed  to  preach  in  their  churches 
except  Coetus  preachers.  For  this  reason,  and  for  lack  of  (new)  members,  tbelr 
number  in  each  congrepitlon  Is  very  small.  There  is  only  the  Consistory  with  a 
very  few  adherents,  and  the  same  men  are  re-elected  yearly  into  the  Consistory. 
Also  I  have  been  forbidden  the  church  at  Poughkeepsle  because  I  am  not  a  minister 
who  belongs  to  the  Coetus. 

Now  all  this  embitters  the  congregatl6ns  against  their  Consistories  not  only,  but 
also  against  the  Coetus.  They  are  also  grieved  and  distressed  as  to  how  to  extrl* 
cats  themselves  from  such  a  miserable  condition.  For  they  are  destitute  of  the 
ministry  of  the  Word  as  well  as  of  the  seals  of  the  covenant,  except  by  ministers  of 
the  Coetus;  but  with  these,  the  congregations  will  have  nothing  to  do.  Therefore 
they  finally  addressed  themselves  to  me  and  asked  me  to  conduct  the  services  occa- 
sionally among  them.  This  invitation  I  accepted ;  first,  in  the  coiigregatlons  of  New 
Hackensack  and  Hopewell  which  were  more  peaceable,  for  their  Consistories  did  not 
belong  to  the  Coetus ;  and  subsequently  at  Flshkill,  but  only  with-  the  consent  of  the 
Consistory.  I  have  now  served  these  congregations  for  three  or  four  years,  althoogh 
I  live  between  70  and  80  miles  from  them.  During  this  time  I  have  taken  trouble 
to  be  very  careful  to  reconcile  the  dissenting  parties,  and  to  have  them  call  an 
orthodox  pastor,  subordinate  to  your  Revs.  But  all  my  efforts  were  in  tsIb, 
because  the  Consistory  of  Flshkill  obstinately  stood  to  their  resolution  not  to  bave 
anything  further  to  do  with  the  Classls  or  Synod,  but  only  with  the  Coetus.  They 
were,  therefore,  determined  to  call,  contrary  to  the  will  and  wish  of  the  congrega- 
tion, a  young  man  who  was  to  be  examined  and  promoted  (by  the  Coetus)  against 
the  express  prohibition  of  the  Classls  and  Synod. 

At  length  the  cooKregatlons  of  New  Hackensack,  Hopewell,  Kloof,  (Clove),  with 
the  dependant  one  of  Flshkill  Ferry,  resolved  to  send  a  call  to  Domine  Blaaw,  Min- 
ister at  the  Gansegat  (Fairfield,  N.  J.)  This  was  done  In  the  presence  of  myself 
as  adviser.  He,  however,  raised  dlflicultles  about  accepting  the  call,  because  not  the 
Consistory  of  FIshklH.  but  only  a  committee  of  the  congregation  had  algned  it. 
Tbeae  obedient  members  of  the  congregation  now  urgently  requested  me  to  help  them 
to  a  CoDBlBtory  that  their  call  might  be  made  com^\«t%\  lot  \^%Vt  Oiatna  consistory 
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vnJl  Mt  do  tbla.  At  Drat,  I  fonnd  manr  dllSetilUH  In  the  mj ;  bat  after  cod- 
Hlttaf  vltli  Br  Conalstor;,  and  after  ezamtulDg  and  considering,  with  ilz  of  m; 
BMm,  the  condition  of  the  Flahklll  conffreKation,  we  found  onnelTef  compelled  hj 
•w  ttuelvDceB,  to  proTlde  them  with  a  ConalatoiT.  We  did  not  do  thU,  however, 
rtlkMt  taUns  the  adTlca  of  the  Rev.  Hlnlitert  at  Mew  York  and  on  Long  lUand. 
1  nnantmonsly  thoasht  that  the  coDgrecatlon  ought  to  be  prOTlded 


Btfera  earrjlng  ont  Ibli  adilM  I  tried  once  mDn  to  bring  the  Cooalatorj  ot  Flih- 
Un  to  a  better  mind,  arglng  them  to  iobmit  themMlrei  to  your  Seyl.  I  read  to 
Iktm,  (oi  that  pnrpo«e.  Toar  letter  at  the  8rd  ot  October,  1T68,  with  the  reaolutloiia 
ri  the  Synod  which  were  In  It.  Bnt  again  It  waa  all  In  vain.  For  after  unch 
teoflng  and  abue,  with  reproachta  upon  the  Claaala  and  Brood,  I  Bnall;  receWcd 
tnm  the  oldcat  Elder.  Jan  BrlnckerboS,  In  the  name  of  the  whole  Conilitorr.  In 
wbkb  the  Pongbkeepale  bod;  waa  Incladed,  the  following  answer :  The;  beKe*«d 
(hit  (Kota  Bene,  oh!  abomloattonl)  he  commlta  a  sin  against  the  Hoi;  Ghost  wbo 
duaita  the  Coetus  and  submits  to  rour  Bers.  Ther  consider  the  Coetos  full; 
aathorlaed  and  empowered  to  do  all  that  thej  had  done  or  undertakCD ;  to  examine 
and  to  ordain  Independentlr  of  Classls  and  Synod. 

Seeing  that  tber  were  Incorrigible,  I  proceeded  with  the  obedient  members  of  the 
congregation  to  elect  s  Conslstor;,  and  I  ordained  them.  All  the  proceedlnga  In 
regard  lo  this  mstter.  1  laid  npon  the  table  of  our  anbordlnate  Ueeting  (Confereotle) 
last  Jane.  It  wss  not  onl;  nnanlmouslj  approved,  bnt  I  was  also  henrtlly  (hanked 
for  It.  Ponghkeepale  waa  also  In  similar  circumitsnces.  ss  an  HJIder  and  a  Deacon, 
who  have  not  surrendered  to  the  Coetus,  clearly  proved  In  our  lI^eilDE.  'I'bej 
nqncated,  to  be  provided  with  a  legal  and  loyal  Conalitor;  In  the  same  way  ■■ 
PIstakDl,  and  the  Meeting  antborlied  me  and  Domlne  Koch,  fTork),  mlDlEter  at  the 
Camp,  to  perform  tbla  duty,  now  well  or  badly  we  have  executed  our  rommlulon, 
jonr  Beva.  may  see  from  the  enclosed  copy  ot  odc  mlnatea,  which  we  send  to  you  for 

Ucuwblle  Domlne  Blaaw.  with  thanks,  declined  the  call  to  Flshklll  and  the  other 
coogrcgatlona.  Tbla  eompelled  the  Consistories  to  proceed  to  make  ont  snotber  call, 
and  to  give  the  honor  of  It  to  your  Revs,  according  to  their  written  obligations.  A 
sample  of  these  Is  enclosed :  They  do  this,  hoping  snd  wishing  and  praying  that, 
agraeaMy  to  yoar  sanctllled  discretion,  and  your  good-will  to  promote  Che  welfare 
ot  our  Dutch  Zlon.  and  is  an  Instrumeot  In  (be  bands  a[  the  Great  Sbepberd,  Jesos, 
yon  will  send  over  sucb  a  pastor  for  this  congiegstlon.  Let  bim  be  a  man  alter 
God's  own  heart ;  may  be  gnlde  and  feed  the  Hock  with  knowledge  and  discretion ; 
may  he  be  like  Apollos.  mighty  In  tbe  Scriptures  and  able  to  stop  the  months  of  the 
advetaarlea:  but  let  bIm  be  also  ot  a  lovable  and  friendly  dlspoiltlon  In  bis  Intcr- 
WDiae  wltb  the  people,  Inasmuch  aa  lack  of  these  qualities  was  the  leading  cause 
of  the  rupture  between  Domlne  Meynema  aod  bis  coDgregatlon.  Above  all,  let  blm 
adorn  our  holy  Confession  ot  Faith  wltb  an  exemplary  life  and  pious  walk. 

These  cougregstlona  would  now  be  able  to  csll  two  pastors,  It  there  were  not  so 
nany  who  defer  signing  for  a  lawful  teacher  □□ill  your  Revs,  ahalt  have  declared 
this  (Hearleus)  Schoonmaker.  ordained  In  so  remarkable  a  manner,  (o  be  nnantbor- 
bed  In  our  church.  This  I  bnmbly  request  to  be  done  soou,  even  ss  you  formerly 
dM  In  my  behalf  In  regard  to  my  ordination  by  Domlne  Dorslus.  Thus  he  may  be 
prevented  from  preaching  snd  administering  the  sacraments:  and  entire  quiet  and 
peace  may  he  restored  to  these  congregations  by  the  coming  ot  an  autborlied  pastor. 
Tkcre  an  alio  others,  who  delay  signing,  until  a  preacher  comes  over  on  this  call. 
They  fear  that  perhaps  another  Meynema  might  come,  to  wbom  they  wonld  l>e 
heoad.  Therefore  I  sincerely  pray  tbnt  Jebovab,  wbo  wisely  directs  everything, 
Bay  endow  yonr  Revs,  with  a  double  amount  of  wisdom  and  discretion  In  selecting 
a  taaOer  for  tfaese  congrefntlons.  And  may  lie  crown.  wKh  all  desired  blessings 
hers,  and  with  the  reward  of  faithful  servants  hereafter,  the  labors  and  nnwearlea 
mca  which  from  time  to  time  your  Bevs.  have  employed,  for  tbe  welfare  and  the 
kmttt  eC  ovr  Dntcb  ehnrcbes.  and  which  you  are  sllll  employing. 
Wbk  Bast  davMt  respect  I  sign, 

RCTcrend  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Cbrlst. 
Tonr  obedient  servant  and  brother. 

J.  C.  FrTcntnoet,  V.  D.  M.  -,  \n  *.^* 
Sfanor  of  Llvlugaton,  Clmv«tkc1t  •&& 
'^•'•W*  OeMtrS.  1794.  Kladerhook.     Aetattt  4S. 
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Kev.  Samuel  Seabuhy  to  the  Society  for  Propagatinc*  the 

Gospel. 

Jamaica.  October  6th.  17G4. 
ReTerpod  Sir:— 

Since  my  Utat  letter  to  the  Honored  Society  we  hare  had  a  long  rlalt  from  Mr. 
Whitfield  in  this  Colony  where  he  has  preached  frequently,  eipeclally  in  the  City 
of  New  York  and  in  thla  Island,  /&  I  am  sorry  to  say  he  has  had  mors  influence 
than  formerly  &  I  fear  has  done  a  ^reat  deal  of  mischief  his  Tenets  Sc  Method  of 
Preaclilng  have  been  adopted  by  many  of  the  Dissenting  teachers,  &  this  Town 
in  particular  has  a  continual  I  had  almost  said  a  daily  succession  of  StroUins 
Preachers  &  Exhorters:  &  the  poor  Church  of  England  is  on  every  occasioo  mis- 
represented as  Popish  &  as  teaching  her  members  to  expect  salvation  on  aooovmt 
of  their  own  Woriu  &  deservings^I  have  in  the  most  moderate  manner  endesT- 
oured  to  set  these  things  in  their  true  light  ft  I  think  not  without  success,  none  of 
my  own  people  have  been  led  away  by  them,  though  I  have  not  been  without 
apprehensions  on  their  account,  and  I  hope  that  friendly  Disposition  ft  mutual 
intercourse  of  good  Offices  which  have  always  subsisted  between  the  church  people 
ft  dissenters  since  I  have  been  settled  here  ft  which  I  have  constantly  endeaToured 
to  promote  will  meet  with  but  little  Interruption. 

I  am  etc.,  etc. 

Samuel  Seabury. 

~Doc.  HUt  N.  T.  Vol.  iii.  p.  199. 


The  Consistory  of  Kingston  to  Revs.  Fryexmoet  and  Cock, 
AND  Their  Consistories,  October  9,  1764. 

No.  1.  Kingston,  October  9.  1764. 

1>»  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Fryenmoet.  V.  D.   M.  In  Manor  Livingston  and  Rev.  O.  D. 
Cock.  y.  D.  M.  in  Camp  and  Rbinebeck  with  their  respective  Consistories : — 

We  the  undersigned  the  Consistory  of  the  Netherlands  Reformed  Church  at 
Kingston  in  Ulster  County  in  the  Province  of  New  Torlc.  being  desirona  to  b* 
subordinate  in  a  becoming  manner  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  in  accordance  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  Netherlands  Reformed  Church,  and  to  adhere  to  the  whole- 
some government  and  Constitution  of  the  Church:— having  been  brought  into  diffl- 
culty  with  our  Minister,  Hermanus  Meyer,  who  to  our  sincere  regret  hat  been 
guilty  of  such  conduct  as  we  regard  shameful  in  the  eyes  of  men  and  Injurious  to 
the  Church  of  Ood,  namely,  in  exciting  divisions  in  his  Church.  In  desplatng  ecded- 
astlcal  counsel,  and  in  opposing  the  request  of  the  Consistory  to  acknowledce  with  ' 
them  proper  subordination  to  the  Claasls  of  Amsterdam:  which  things  we  conaider 
to  be  Inconsistent  with  the  Call  In  answer  to  which  Do.  Meyer  came  over  to  ua. 
and  alao  with  his  own  declaration  in  the  letter  accepting  the  same,  and  In  direct 
opposition  to  the  unanimous  resolution  of  the  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland:— For 
these  reosont  we  request  the  Ministers  and  Elders  above  named  to  grant  ua  a  lawful 
hearing,  in  a  manner  becoming  our  religion  and  the  Laws  of  the  Church  established 
at  Uort;  and  we  ask  that,  if  the  charges  be  found  of  sufficient  weight,  ecclesiastical 
discipline  may  be  administered.  This  Is  our  prayer. 
(Signed) 

Lucus  Blmendorph  f  Johannes  Wynkoop 

n^/wv».     i     E««chlel  Masten  r.i^^^      1  Johannes  Turk 

'^'^''  ^     Benjamin  ten  Broek  ^****"-    1  Cxmiells  Peneii 

Ooenraad  Joh.  Blmendorph  I  Jan  van  D 
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Rev,  O.  D.  Cock  to  Rev,  Hebmasus  Meyer,  Oct.  9,  1704. 

No.  2. 

B»T.  tHr  and  telOTCd  Brotber  In  Cbrlat:— 

Wb  luT*  biard  witb  ilDcere  ngrtt  of  (be  dlfferencci  eilstlns  between  jniirHctf 
aad  year  OooaltWJ,  and  Do.  Frjenmoet  and  nifaelt  bave  been  requested  b;  ynnr 
Conalatoi;  to  lead  onr  aaalitancg  In  devlilu^  a  nnj  In  wblch  tbeae  dllBcntlles  maj 
be  eompoMd.  In  tbe  pt'OMCotion  of  tbia  dealin  there  have  been  laid  before  na  by 
7«w  ConaUtaiT  tbe  foElOwIng  charge*  agalnat  rourrcU:— 0(  eicltlas  dlTlaloo  In  the 
Cbsi«b— «f  dcq)l*lng  e«clealaatlcal  connael— o(  refniilnK  to  aeloionlcdge  snbordlna- 
noa  to  the  Claula  of  Amaterdam,  and  In  conneilon  nltb  tbla  o(  oppoalag  the 
i«4Be«t  of  tbe  ConalatoTT  to  act  upon  thla  aobject.  We  aow  [d  all  klndneae  rcqneal 
roa  to  appear  before  na  In  tbe  Conalatorr  Boom,  thla  afternoon  at  two  o'clock  In 
arter  to  reply  to  theae  cbar^ea  and  defend  Tooraelf  agalaat  tbem — tbat  b;  theae 
^wana  we  maj  pnt  an  end  to  tbeee  dlfBcaltlaa  and  reatare  tbe  peace  ao  preclona 
t*  tbr  Ubairh  of  CbrlsL  TU*  la  the  object  for  whicb  we  bare  come  togatlier  and 
we  bope  that  the  Lord  will  bleaa  our  endeavon. 

Awaitlnf  rour  appearance  before  tbe  CoDventlon  or  an  anawer  to  tbla  notp  we 
•aanup  ;oii  Of  oar  adectlon  and  raapect. 

In  the  Bane,  and  b7  order  of  tbe  Convention, 

Your  obedient  aerrant. 

Q.  D.  Cork. 
Ctaialatoty  Boom, 

Klngaton,  Oel.  Otb.  ITIM. 
P.  S.     Hlnce  wrlilng  the  above  we  bare  rerplred  fOur  note,  to  nhlcb  tbe  nbofs 


Kev.  llBitMANrs  Meyer  to  Rev.  G.  1).  Cock,  Etc.  Oct.  9,  liC*. 

So.  3. 
McT.  Sin:- 

I  waa  reqacHted  Inst  night  b;  two  of  my  Eldera,  Jobannea  Turk  anil  Cornelia 
^laiu  to  meet  with  tbe  Convention  at  tbe  Conalatory  Boon^— and  again  tbla  mom- 
iBg;  1  bave  rerelTed  ■  farther  communication  and  reqoeat.  I  wlab  therefore  to  be 
iBlaned  br  jon  In  writing  what  jou  deaire  of  me— and  In  what  light  I  am  to  look 
^iB  jooT  CuuTentlon. 

I>  vxperlatlon  of  7onr  written  reply  npon  tbeee  polota, 

Your  obedient  aerrant, 

II.  Ue;er. 
.  9lb.  1704. 

Rev,  IlBRMA.s'ts  Meyer  to  Revs.  O.  11.  Cock  and  .T.  C.  Trbvun- 
mobt,  Octohek  11,  17C4. 


I  t**fa  from  roar  letter  that  roa  bave  come  hither  at  the  request  of  our  CadiIb- 
•NT  aad  Mol  oDir  tbat  bat  that  onr  ConileCory  baa  alno  delivered  to  jon  cbartM 
•plaat  me.  On  areoont  of  these  jou  request  me  to  appeor  before  foii  at  two 
fttit  tUa  artemooo  tn  order  to  reply  to  them  and  offer  my  defence 

Cadet  tbcae  cltdtnatancea  I  bave  concladed  to  Inform  you  In  writlne  that  Mnee 
AHe  ChugM  (wUeb  bitbeito  have  been  concealed  from   me)  hare  be<-n   made  by 

■  i*  nmUlotr  and  by  them  formally  preaented,  I  am  not  disinclined  but  on  tbe 
B    eaMtaiy  a*  aatlnlir  wllllni  to  be  Informed  of  tbem  and  openly  to  reply  to  tb^m', 

■  Ml  rnmt  at  tW  akBM  time  declare  tbat  I  am  no  leaa  deslroua  that  tUe  CMkieat\ii« 

■  *^W  wfekk  1  mB  ta  tfiptmr  mad  datlHid  myself  be  lawfully  conatlt<ite4  \n  ai-eort- 
^    *Mtia>  ^m  <Hto«  at ov  Cbtaeh  and  the  laws  of  out  land;  Blnoe  ••  nn  aec\«*\- 

'^M mmm  1  tart  pltdgea  mrtit  bj  tlgnlng  tbe  coDitlttitlon  ot  ow  CTwH^b  *• 
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I  did  at  my  ordlnatloii)  to  adhere  to  It,  and  as  a  subject  of  bis  Majesty  of  Great 
Britain  I  am  bound  to  conform  to  bis  laws  and  also  permitted  to  enjoy  tbelr 
protection. 

For  tbese  reasons  I  cannot  regard  your  Convention  as  regular  since  It  la  In 
accordance  neltber  witb  tbe  laws  of  the  Church  nor  the  laws  of  the  land— Inaamiich 
as  the  minister  and  Consistory  of  the  neighboring  Church  (that  of  the  Palt^  are 
not  prBsent,  which  is  In  contravention  of  tbe  70th  Art.  of  our  Church  laws;-HUid 
since  Do.  Cock  so  far  as  I  am  informed  Is  still  an  alien  or  foreigner  and  therefore 
by  the  laws  of  our  land  cannot  sit  as  Judge  In  any  matter. 

On  these  grounds  I  protest  against  your  acts  and  proceedings  and  recognise  yon 
as  no  lawful  Judges  of  my  conduct,  and  consider  myself  In  no  way  bound  to  appear 
before  yon. 

In  addition  I  say— that  If  our  Consistory  shall  choose  to  call  a  lawful  Conven- 
tton— one  that  shall  conform  to  the  laws  of  our  Church  and  of  our  land  and  shall 
dte  me  to  appear  l>efore  it,  I  shall  l>e  ready  to  appear  to  listen  to  the  accosations 
and  to  reply  to  them.— And  I  In  kindness  request  you  to  make  known  tills  my  deetre 
to  the  Consistory.  And  further,  to  inform  them  that  however  soon  they  may  call 
such  a  regular  Convention  (and.  surely,  not  a  word  can  be  said  against  the  measure) 
I  shall  give  my  utmost  endeavor  to  be  ready  to  appear  before  it. 

Awaiting  your  written  reply,  as  to  what  action  yourselves  and  our  Consistory 
shall  take  in  thene  premises,  I  continue  to  implore  for  you  that  light  and  wledom 
coupled  witb  tbe  fear  of  the  Lord,  which  are  necessary  to  guide  you. 

Rev.  Sirs. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Herm.  Meyer. 
Kingston.  Oct.  9.  1764. 

Revs.  J.  C.  Fkeyexmoet  and  G.  D.  Cock  to  Rev.  Hebmanus 

Meyer,  (Oct.  9,  17G4.) 

No.  5. 

Rev.  Sir  and  Respected  Brother:— 

We  have  been  astonished  to  learn  from  your  letter  that  you  regard  our  Conven- 
tion as  unlawful  because  tbe  neighboring  Consistory  of  Palts  has  not  been  requested 
to  form  a  part,  and  that  on  this  account  you  do  not  consider  yoiurself  bound  to 
appear  before  us,  but  that  you  are  willing  to  appear  before  any  other  lawfnl  Con- 
vention which  tbe  Consistory  may  call.  After  communicating  this  your  proposi- 
tion to  your  Consistory  we  together  with  them  have  passed  tbe  following  Reeoln- 
tion.  Namely— That  tbe  first  reason  for  which  you  pronounce  our  Convention  onlaw- 
ful  is  entirely  without  foundation  since  It  la  well  enough  known  that  Camp  and 
Rhelnbeck  and  even  according  to  our  most  careful  computation  the  Manor  of  Living- 
ston are  much  nearer  than  Paltx  and  Schaowengkon — besides  if  it  were  true  that 
the  Palts  Church  is  the  nearest  we  would  not  act  in  connexion  with  It  because  it 
acknowledges  the  Coetus  which  itself  Is  the  occasion  of  all  this  difficulty. 

And  what  constitutes  your  second  reason  having  reference  to  Do.  Cock— namely, 
that  he  Is  an  alien  or  foreigner  we  consider  of  the  same  nature,  as  your  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance  which  In  your  opinion  Is  Inconsistent  with  subordlnatloo  to  the 
Classls  of  Amsterdam.  For  If  Do.  0>ck  may  not  Judge  in  BcclealaStlcal  matters, 
the  right  to  do  which  Is  essential  to  bis  office,  then  bis  action  in  all  other  partlcu- 
lara  which  concern  his  office  must  be  equally  Illegal.  For  these  reaaona  your  Con- 
sistory adheres  to  Its  opinion  and  resolution  and  regards  our  Omventlon  as  in 
accordance  with  the  Constitution  of  our  Church  and  the  laws  of  our  land,  and  urges 
upon  us  Its  request  that  we  would  proceed  In  this  matter  according  to  ecclesiastical 
usage.  This  request  and  resolution  of  your  Consistory  we  communicate  to  you  and 
In  their  name  we  affectionately  request  you  once  more  and  for  the  last  time  to  appear 
before  us  that  this  unpleasant  business  may  be  brought  to  an  end.  In  expectation 
either  of  your  appearance  before  us  within  an  hour,  or  of  a  reply,  and  ImplorlBg 
for  you  the  counsel  of  the  Lord  and  his  blessing. 

We  subscribe  ourselves  In  tbe  name,  and  by  order  of  the  Convention, 

Your  obedient  senrants, 

J.  O.  FtyenmoeC 
G.  D.  Ooek. 
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RbT.  HeBUAUDS  MeVEU  to  KeV'S.  J.  C.  FltEVE^'U 

Cock,  Oct.  9,  1764. 


TiMt  tlie  Ohnrcb  of  PtlU  li  tha  Ghnreb  nnreat  to  ourn  appean  from  the  natni* 
of  th*  caw,  for  It  bordan  npon  onr  OmtTegmtloii  of  Kiasaton,  and  thia  neither 
(Iw  ChQicb  Of  Ctnp  and  Bbelobeck,  DOr  tbat  of  LlrlDgataD  Manor  doea.  Yoa  aaj 
that  thla  Obotoh  acknowlcdfca  tbe  CoetUBi  but  thla  doea  not  toach  the  caae  tot 
tbe  OoonltutlDn  of  onr  Cbnreh  doea  not  aDqalre  wbetber  It  ii  a  Cborcb  belongliic 
to  Ue  Uoetna,  or  a  Oborcb  balonrlns  to  tbe  Contereatle,  bat  wbetber  It  la  a  Oboreb 
a(  tho  IjOrf,  wUcb  with  tbe  body  of  the  Nethertanda  Obarcbea  edberea  to  tbe 
Coaouon  OonatttatJaa.  If  tba  prladpte  of  jonr  objeotton  la  Jnat,  aod  tbla  be  not 
tbe  DicanlD(  of  onr  lawa,  what  blnden  me  from  «bt1d«  In  return  tbat  roac  Chnrchea 
betoof  to  tbe  Conferentie  and  tbat  tbetefore  I  will  hare  notblng  to  do  with  tbem. 

Tbat  an  alien  mar  not  Joatir  itt  ai  Judge  the  law  will  noaclenllr  eatabllab, 

I  adhere  therefore  to  mr  proteat  and  the  remarks  which  accompanied  It,  and  I 
fnitbcT  declare  that  It  baa  mocb  aatanlahed  me  thai  you  who  profeaa  to  aeek  peace 
b«T*  been  nDwUlIng  to  Join  with  mo  In  appolntlnc  another  CoaTcntloo  before  wBieh 
we  conid  lar  onr  alfaln  with  mutual  aatlafactlon.  I  have  propoaed  and  reqneated 
■wh  a  coane  of  mj  Oonalatorr  on  maar  prevloua  occnalona  and  aiala  lately  hare 
mirwKl  (be  rogaeat  bj  Do.  Cock.  Thla  conrae  only  ahall  aatlxfy  me.  and  It  aa  I 
tmat  will  tend  to  tbe  reatoratlon  of  mntnat  peace.  I  therefore  a^aln  brlnn  11  to 
jroiir  notice,  before  the  dlfflcnltr  Incrcaaea,  aa  It  la  nnlnrsl  to  suppoap  It  will,  and 
I  TT^DfRt  tbat  yon  aa  meaaengera  of  peace  will  mrlTc  to  locltc  my  ConnlatirT,  by 
nnrlng  tt  apop  them  aa  their  duty  demanded  by  the  Word  of  Qod,  to  nbow  thcm- 
■plrea  willing  to  promote  the  peace  of  the  Charch  In  the  way  BDCgested.  "Thla 
letter  will  be  an  additional  eTidence  of  my  desire  for  peace. 

Tbe  IiOnl  be  lodge  between  me  and  my  Oonaliilary,  and  between  me  and  yaur- 
aelTea.     I  aabacrlbe  myaelf,  Tonr  obedient  aeryint, 

Einxaton,  Oct  S,  1794. 

The  Cokvbntion  at  Kingston  tor  the  So-C.m.i.ed  Triai,  of 
Ret.  Hbrmanu3  Mbyeb,  Oct.  9,  10,  1704. 

Oa  tbe  Mk  of  Ott.  Do.  J.  C.  Fryenmoet,  Mlnlaier  of  Uanor  Llvlngaton,  and  Do. 
C,  It.  Cock.  Ulalater  of  Camp  etc,  witb  tbelr  reapectire  Eldcra.  Oapt.  Jobs.  Beat 
and  Capt  Jacob  Debker,  Elder*  of  Uanor  UTingaton,  and  Thlllp  Klum  and  Cor- 
■aOu  MUller,  Eldera  of  Camp  etc.,  at  tbe  rcqueat  of  the  ConalMory  of  KIngaton 
rase  (OKether  at  10  o'clock  A.  U.  In  tbe  Conalttory  Room,  to  act  ere  leal  aatlcatly 
apoD  tbe  Importaot  dincnlty  ttetween  tbem  and  (heir  Minister,  and  (o  aeek  to 
adJtul  tbe  same.  Their  Conyentlon  waa  opened  with  an  enrncsl  iirayer  by  Do.  J. 
C.  Pryeamoet. 

Vheienpon  the  rvqneat  of  the  Oonalatory  wa>  read  to  nn.  togclbr^r  n-lili  their 

Elders  Dencoug. 

lohannea  Wynkoop  I.ucua  Rlmi<iiilor|<1i 

Jobannaa  Tnrk  Eierhlel  Marteu 

Cornelia  Peraen  Benjamin   Icn  BrDpk 

Jan  *aa  Drieaen  Conraad  Jacob  Rimpudoriita 

Tbetein  tbe;  aeciMe  tbelr  5Ilnlster,  Hemannit  Meyer,  or  seTeral  slim— nnmely: 

I.  Of  cicltinc  Schlam  In  the  Charch; 

II.  Of  deaplalDg  eeclealaatlcal  advice: 

ItL  or  nfMing  to  acknowledge  sobord  I  nation  to  the  Rer.  rinaiilfi  nf  Aninlenlnm 
■ad  la  eeaaaxloa  therewith  of  rejecting  the  regnest  of  the  ConNlstury  tor  friendly 
MBte^K*  Bpoa  lb*  anbjaot. 
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Whereopon  the  ConTention  resolved  unanimouBly  to  acquaint  Do.  Meyer  of  UieM 
charges  and  affectionately  to  request  him  to  ni»[K'ur  bfffore  us  at  2  o'clock  thia 
afternoon  to  defend  himself  against  them,  that  by  tbene  u^eans  a  way  might  b« 
found  of  composing  the  difficulty  between  him  and  his  Consistory  and  restoring 
precious  pence  to  those  under  their  charge. 

This  resolution  being  pusbed,  lu'fore  our  letter  whs  mMit  to  him,  we  received  from 
him  a  letter  addressed  to  us— to  which  our  lettfr  uln*a(l>  written  served  as  a  n^ply. 
the  same  having  been  rvad  before  the  Consistory  and  fully  approved— To  this  letter 
Do.  Meyer  returned  an  answer  In  which  he  declared  that  our  Convention  was 
Illegal  and  contrary  to  the  usage  of  the  Church,  since  the  Consistory  of  the 
neighboring  Church  at  the  I'alta  had  not  been  Invited  to  send  a  delegation,  and  on 
this  account  he  said  he  did  not  consider  himself  obliged  to  appear  before  us;  but 
he  promised  to  appear  before  any  other  lawful  Convention  which  the  Consistory 
might  call.  The  above  being  at  his  request  made  known  to  the  Consistory  of 
Kingston  we  with  them  passed  the  following  resolution— Namely;  That  the  nrst 
reason  for  which  he  considers  our  Convention  unlawful  1.  e.  because  the  Minlstiir 
aBd  Conslstorv  of  the  neighboring  Church  as  he  couHlders  that  of  Palts  hare  not 
been  summoned  in  accordance  with  Art.  0.— Is  entirely  without  foundation — ^for  — 
certainly  it  \9  wrll  enough  known  that  Ilhelnbeck  and  Camp  and  according  to  onr 
best  Informs tditi  Livingston  Manor  arc  much  nearer  than  Palti  and  Schaowenice- 
krng^-and  be8}«ii.>:>  we  unanimously  agree  that  If  the  Church  mentioned  were  the 
neorest  it  won.d  not  l»e  able  to  act  since  It  acknowledges  the  Goetus. 

And  as  for  the  matter  of  the  remaining  reason— the  charge  that  Do.  Ck>ck  la  an 
Allen  and  a  foreigner  we  consider  of  the  same  character— as  the  fact  that  be  has 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  which  he  considers  Inconsistent  with  the  subordination 
to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam.  For  If  Do.  Cock  may  not  have  a  share  in  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Church  which  Is  an  essential  part  of  his  office  certainly  It  is  entirely 
nnlawtul  for  him  to  discharge  the  other  duties  of  his  office.  For  these  reasons  the 
Consistory  of  the  Church  of  Kingston  adhere  to  their  opinion  and  resolution,  and 
consider  our  Convention  as  regular  and  lawful,  urging  us  to  proceed  to  ecclesiastical 
action  and  desiring  us  to  make  known  this  their  resolution  and  request  to  Do. 
Meyer,  and  once  more  and  for  the  last  time  affectionately  to  Invite  him  to  appear 
before  us  and  bring  this  unpleasant  affair  to  an  end. 

This  was  done— a  letter  to  this  effct  having  been  written  and  approved  by  the 
Convention  It  was  sent  to  him  in  the  renewed  expectation  either  of  his  personal 
appearance  before  us.  or  an  answer  by  the  bearer  of  our  letter.  We  received  an 
answer— In  lefereuce  to  which  the  Consistory  remarkcnl- that  the  reasons  on 
account  of  which  Do.  Meyer  sought  to  make  out  our  Convention  to  be  irregular 
and  unlawful  and  for  which  be  had  so  far  refused  to  appear  before  us  did  not 
prove  the  point  at  which  they  aimed— that  we  could  not  receive  his  protest  because 
be  now  refused  to  acknowledge  subordination  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  and  at 
this  very  time  stood  under  no  Classls  in  Holland— that  his  observation  in  reference 
to  Do.  Cock  had  no  relation  to  Ecclesiastical  affairs  and  therefore  could  be  nothing 
to  this  Convention— that  we  could  not  acknowledge  the  Church  of  the  Palts  as  a 
Church  which  receives  the  Constitution  of  the  Netherlands  Churches— for  certainly 
It  does  not  adhere  to  It,  but  directly  opposes  Itself  to  It.  Inasmuch  as  it  acknowl- 
edges the  Coetus.  and  the  Coetus  not  only  refuses  to  acknowledge  subordination  to 
the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  although  by  the  resolution  of  the  highest  Church  Court 
of  the  Netherlands,  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  It  was  most  kindly  dlrocted  so  to 
do,  but  continually  and  repeatedly  breaks  through  that  subordination  by  positive 
acts  In  disregarding  the  express  prohibition  of  the  Classls  and  the  Synod  against 
examining  and  ordaining  youth. 

The  Convention  in  accordance  with  the  last  request  of  Do.  Meyer  earnestly 
recommended  to  the  (^onslstory  of  Kingston  his  terms  of  reconciliation  as  he  called 
them  and  urged  them  to  fall  In  with  a  plan  proposed  by  Do.  Meyer  for  re«(torlng 
peace.  But  the  Consistory  unanimously  decided  that  It  had  been  lokposslble  all 
along  to  restore  peace  in  this  way— and  they  therefore  unanimoa*dy  persevered  In 
acknowledging  us  as  the  neighboring  Consistories,  and  requested  that  we  would 
proceed  as  a  Convention  regularly  and  lawfully  organized,  to  act  upon  their 
dJITereDeeg. 

The  OoDveDtlon  thereupon  resolved  to  a»k  ot  \Vi«  Consistory  of  KIngstoo  reasons 
Mnd  proofs  of  tbeir  charges  brought  by  tbom  agaVusl  \\i%\t  tD\»\«l«t—%A^ 


0  bla  C<Hiteaipt  of  KccIeBlastical  Advice, 
Do.  Usyer  w»  requestnl  In  all  klndiien  bf  Ibe  ConataCorr  and  Kvemi  particular 
memben  of  thU  Cbnrcb,  to  nvBet  bliaseir  to  bt  muirled  by  Do.  Weaterlo  of  Albany 
and  not  b;  l>o.  Hardenbcrg  wbo  nai  *  minister  of  the  Coelus  and  tbo  eeaulneDeM 
«nd  lawfulneM  of  whole  ordination  waa  disputed  In  tbe  Cbarch,  Tbls  rcqurst  wai 
made  In  conformltr  to  the  unaniinonn  daalrc  of  tbe  Chareh  and  because  tbe  opposite 
coutw  would  occaalon  great  dlspleaaure.  etipe<^lall7  alnce  partloolar  metobers  ot  tbe 
Chorcb  bad  promlaed  bini  more  tban  once  that  tbey  would  bring  down  Do.  Weaterlo 
from  Albany  and  carry  bim  home  again  rnlbcr  than  have  Dnpteanant  feellnga 
•wakened  In  tbe  ConsreRsHon  on  tbia  accoant.  But  all  this  oonusel  bnth  of  tbe 
ConalstOTI'  and  of  particular  inembers  of  tbe  Cborch  Do.  Mpyer  despised  and  Buf- 
fered blnuclf  to  be  married  bj  tbe  aboTe  mentioned  Hardcnbcrg  on  which  ncponnt 
tinlTeraal  displeasure  was  felt  tbroagbout  tbe  Cbnrcb.  Tbcae  facts  were  cBtabllshed 
bj  Mr.  Jan  Janaen  and  Job.  On  Bole  wbo  at  that  time  were  Eldarx.  and  by  Mr. 
Franti  Henrlkson  wbo  tben  was  Deacon  or  well  as  by  the  pre«cn[  Kidpra  and 
Deacana  wbo  were  then  In  oDIce  with  tbem.  Mr.  Petroa  Gdm,  Elmendorpb  atso 
taatlfled  that  be  bad  promised  Do.  Mpfer  to  brine  Do.  Weaterlo  from  Albany  at  tbe 
time  mentioned  at  bis  own  expense.  Conrsad  Jacob  Blmendorpb  also  n-bo  Ik  now 
•  Deacon  and  then  was  a  memtter  ot  tbe  Cbntch.  declared  that  be.  as  Doctor  riding 
■bout  a  great  deal  In  Ibe  Congregation  and  thinking  there  waa  reason  to  anticipate 
■Hiatal  dlBsatlsfdclloD.  had  besought  Do.  Meyer  not  to  be  married  by  Da.  Ilarden- 
berg  even  If  be  was  lawfully  ordained  but  by  Do.  Weaterlo  alncs  the  other  eaur«s 
mWit  occasion  dlgtnrbance,  offering  him  by  way  ot  defraying  tbe  Increased  expensai 
dre  poonds.  Jacobus  Elton  testlHed  to  tbe  same  clTect— that  he  bpfnrr  harvest 
■poke  to  Do.  MeycT  In  reference  to  his  marrlnee  by  Do.  Banlenber;;  iind  snld  to 
btm  that  he  as  a  shepherd  should  xeek  the  pence  of  bla  flock  and  that  therefore 
be  sbonld  not  be  nmrrled  by  Do.  IlsMenbers  but  sboold  follow  the  advb'e  ot  bla 
CMialitory  which  warned  him  of  discord  and  dlriqatlsfHctlon  In  the  rhari'b.  To 
which  ilo.  Meyer  replied  that  by  adorllQg  bis  onn  conrae  he  would  show  the  Con- 
atitory  and  tbe  CongreRRlloii  thai  he  reganled  Ilardenberg  as  a  lawful  minister 
•Dd  tbat  be  blmaelf  would  not  be  entirely  snbjecl  lo  the  dictation  of  ths  Chureb. 

On  Oct.  lUlb,  at  nice  o'clock  A.  M.  Do.  J.  C.  Fryenmoet  and  Do,  G.  D.  Cock 
with  their  reapectire  Elders  an  above  named  Hiialn  ''nnie  lOKOther  ns  a  Convention 
to  listen  fnrtber  to  the  proof  that  Do.  Meyer  had  despised  ecclealnstlcnl  advice. 

lir.  Jao  Jansen  who  formerly  waa  Elder  and  Job.  Wynkoop  and  Job.  Turk  ruling 
BIdera  anited  In  testifying  that  they,  rearing  Ibat  Do.  Meyer  by  bis  marriage  might 
perliapa  come  under  Ibe  Coetna.  bad  made  s  formal  requeat  to  him  to  maintain  peace 
and  Doanlmlty  with  Ibem  anil  that  he  In  reply  bud  pledged  blmaelf  to  make  his 
action  lo  all  particulars  confomi  with  their  own.  It  the  Coniiliitory  wished  to 
remain  nentral  he  would  do  so.  If  the  ConsltilDry  wished  to  be  under  the  rnnfer- 
cntle  he  wonld  concur  with  them.  This  promise,  they  testify  be  bad  broken  atnce 
aecaidlng  to  the  declaration  of  (he  Consistory  he  In  Ihe  seqael  refused  to  act  In 
CoDcert  with  tbem.  Mr,  Johu  Turk  ruling  Elder  also  trattfled  that  I>o.  Meyer 
regarded  the  Coetus  as  a  lawful  Classls,  notwIthBtundlng  that  be  previously  bad 
Dot  approved  ot  It;  anit  that  by  ao  doing  be  bad  given  occasion  of  discord. 

And  Secondly— that  Do.  Meyer  and  bis  Consistory  ot  Kingston  hnvlog  met  inin^lher 

la  the  t^inslstory   Room  on  the  afternoon  of  Sunday  July  Sih,   Do.   Meyer  bimselt 

called  the  attention  of  tbe  Conststory  to  the  necessity  and  also  tbe  advnnlnice  of 

anbordlnatlon  to  the  Claasls  of  Amsterdam,  and  that  conneigucnlly  they  agreed  to 

meet  on  Thursday  to  pass  a  resolntlon  upon  tbe  subject,  and  to  take  measures  for 

coumanlcatlng  tbe  aame  to  the  great  Consistory  In  onler  to  receive  tbeir  assent. 

Thereopon   Do.    Meyer  bmself  presented   Ihe  subject  of  snbnnlliiarlon  to  some  ot 

tbe  gT««l  Conaletory   and   asked   tbem    whether   they   did   nni   ncren  with    him    In 

regarding  It  proper  and  advantageona  for  them   to  nrknnn-le<l^   ihe  snmp.      On 

Thursday  the  Conalatory  came  together  tor  the  purpnae  speciflecl  and  unanimously 

■aaed  a  resolntlon  In  favor  ot  subordlnalloti— whleh  w:ii<  nnprnved  by  the  ereater 

pan  Of  lh«  grsat  Consistory  (a  single  rolec  ntily  dlKsenllni;!.     This  resnlullnn  Do. 

)I*nr  himself  drew   up  and  brought   In  the  ('onK)slr,r>'   meeting— and   tliat  It    was 

•Vpored  by  the  whole  Consistory  appeared  from  a  copy  of  It   which  Jlr.  Wynkoop 

In  Mr  Oonveutloii  tesliaed  to  be  a  true  copy. 

Wa  NMlatlon  Do.  Meysr  agreed  lo  forwnnl  to  Do.  Itlttema  at  Sew  ToiV  \™v  ft^ 
ttaMwday  tellowlag  to  tbe  presenrc  ot  John  Turk  one  of  \iU  Bli\er»  una  b.\»o  nl 
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the  John  Turk  testlfyintr,  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Great  Britain  was  demanded  of 
him  by  Col.  Abrah.  Hasenbroek.  and  Abraham  van  Keuren  and  Frantz  Petn  Roggen. 
Thece  being  asked  by  this  Elder  for  what  reason  they  made  this  demand  the  answer 
was  made— that  they  protested  against  the  resolution  of  the  Consistory  coDceming 
subordination  to  the  Classis  of  Amaterdam.  On  the  following  day,  Sunday.  Do. 
Ifeyer  narrated  these  circumstances  to  the  Consistory,  ofter  sermon,  and  slgnllled 
his  wish  to  confer  with  the  Consistory  in  reference  to  this  demand.  The  Consis- 
tory therefore  unanimously  agreed  to  meet  in  the  Consistory  Room  the  next  day, 
Monday  at  two  o'clock  P.  M.  to  consider  the  reasons  for  which  this  oath  was 
demanded.  But  the  Elder  Joh.  Wynkoop,  having  learned  on  Sunday  evening  that 
Major  Paling  was  to  come  to  the  place  on  Monday  forenoon,  snspected  that  I>o. 
Meyer  might  perhaps  take  the  oath  before  their  meeting  in  the  afternoon.  He 
therefore  desired  Dr.  Coenr  Elmendorph  one  of  the  Deacons  to  request  Do.  Meyer 
that  If  Major  Paling  should  come  before  noon  he  would  Instantly  send  for  the  Con- 
sistory. It  did  so  happen— and  Do.  Meyer  sent  for  Mr.  Wynkoop  who  instantly 
repaired  to  his  house  and  found  there  Major  Paling  and  Lewis  Bevier  two  of  his 
Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  also  Col.  Hasenbroek.  These  Mr.  Wynkoop 
asked,  what  was  their  aim  in  demanding  this  oath.  Col.  Hasenbroek  answered  I 
come  In  the  name  of  King  Jesus  and  King  George.  The  same  he  repeated  In  the 
presence  of  other  members  of  the  Consistory.  Upon  Mr.  Wynkoop's  Insisting  that 
If  they  proceeded  in  this  business  the  meeting  in  the  afternoon  would  be  nsetess. 
Major  Paling  postponed  all  action  till  that  meeting.  In  the  afternoon  accordingly 
the  Consistory  met  with  these  men  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  them  on  the 
subject  but  no  progress  could  be  made  since  these  obstinately  adhered  to  their  pur- 
pose. The  Consistory  therefore  with  Do.  Meyer  resolved  at  length  to  ask  of  Major 
Paling  a  delay  of  three  weeks  since  this  was  a  new  and  unheard  of  matter,  in  order 
that  they  might  inform  themselves  concerning  It  and  learn  whether  it  was  proper 
and  necessary  that  the  thing  demanded  should  be  done.  This  request  to  Major 
Paling  Do.  Meyer  agreed  to  present  to  him.  as  he  did;  and  he  received  Major  Pal- 
ing's acquiescence.  But  to  the  astonishment  of  the  Consistory  he  shortly  after 
showed  himself  entirely  willing  to  take  the  oath  at  once,  saying  that  he  regarded 
himself  as  having  already  taken  it  in  effect.— By  all  this  misconduct,  in  breaking 
his  promise  and  despising  all  brotherly  advice  of  the  Consistory.  Do.  Meyer  has 
made  himself  unworthy  of  the  respect  of  the  Consistory  and  Congregation  and  has 
occasioned  in  the  Chunch  gneat  disquiet  and  sorrow  the  evidence  of  which  were 
daily  heard  and  seen  by  Mr.  Persen  (while  engaged  with  Do.  Meyer  In  visitation) 
in  the  complaints  and  tears  of  many  aged  members  of  the  Church,  awakened  by 
such  conduct  on  the  part  of  a  minister.  The  same  has  been  to  the  Consistory  the 
occasion  of  much  pain  and  sorrow,  especially  since  all  means  employed  for  tlie 
removal  of  the  difficulty  have  proved  of  no  avail. 

Three  weeks  afterward   1.  e.  upon  Aug.  6.     the  four  ruling  Elders  went  to  Do. 
Meyer   and   acquainted    him   with    the   advice   of   a   friend   in   New   Tork   who   In 
accordance  with  the  counsel  of  several  lawyers  and   other  well  informed  persons 
decided  that  no  Reformed  Minister  was  bound  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  but  ' 
only  Roman  Catholics.     And  they  further  requested  him  If  he  intended  to  take  the 

oath  to  follow  the  advice  of  the  advocate and  the  counsel  of 

the  Consistory  and  not  do  so  until  a  lawful  summons  should  be  received  by  him. 
And  they  assured  him  that  if  he  would  follow  their  advice  by  so  doing  he  would 
satisfy  the  Consistory  and  the  Congregation,  and  that  in  that  case  they  would 
shield  him  from  injury,  but  if  he  chose  rather  to  follow  the  advice  of  others  he 
must  look  to  them  for  protection.  This  counsel  Do.  Meyer  also  disregarded  and 
very  soon  after  on  the  very  same  day  took  the  oath. 

The  Consistory  found  no  cause  of  offence  in  Do.  Meyer  so  far  as  the  taking  of 

the  oath  is  in  itself  considered,  but  only  because  his  willingness  to  take  it  fumlahed 

ground   for   the   suspicion   that   he   wished   to   find   in   It   an   excuse   for   refusing 

subordination  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  as  If  the  oath  was  incompatible  with  sodi 

subordination ;  they  therefore  met  with  him  on  Aug.  23  and  addressed  unanlmoosly 

to  him  a   proposal   to  concur  with   them  in   acknowledging  subordination  to  the 

Classis   in   conformity    with    their   former    resolution   as   appears   from    (Jio,   9.) 

requesting  at  the  same  time  an  answer  in  writing.    Do.  Meyer  accordingly  retmed 

to  tbem  8ucb  to  this  effect.    That  in  consequence  of  the  oath  which  he  had  taken, 

aiMf  which  hound  hfs  conscience  he  could  not  ac!kiiow\e<ic^  voftMiTdtiiatlon  to  the  Classis 

ot  AmatenSBZD  as  will  appear  more  taWj  from  (,No.  10.^ 
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hno  Ihla  letter  of  Do.  Mpjer  It  also  apppnrs  Ihat  he  would  not  BCkoanledgc  the 
nlortlutioa  fTen  U  be  were  clearlr  sbown  how  It  was  entlrclj  coualatent  itlth  Ui* 
«th  ba  had  taken,  since  Mr,  Wyokoop  bad  before  tend  to  Do.  Merer  from  a  letter 
tl  On.  Kttiema  tbe  maiiD»  In  wblcb  tbe  aubordlDHtloa  was  10  be  uaaeritood — 
Nudj  that  tbe  OlaBsia  of  Amslvrdsai  demanded  of  ub  do  auborainatloa  tbat  ma 
bMnditcDt  irltb  tbe  freedom  of  tbla  land,  as  appears  from  {So.  II.) 

On  the   ITtb   of  Sept.   the   Conslitory  of  KlogEtoo,    having   agalD   met   with  Do. 

Hirer  renewed   the   propoaal    nhlcb    tbey    made   to   blm    on    tbe   2Snl   of   Aagiut — 

iMMtli  that  he  woatd  coaienc  to  the  aubordlnatloa  to  Ihe  Clflwiis  of  AmaterdaiD  and 

I       Do.  Uejicr  retoraei]  tbe  game  answer  as  at  the  meeilnR  of  Aug.  2S,  as  appear!  from 

(»•■  it) 

II.  In  reference  lo  the  division  In  the  Church. 

ne  Conalatorj  complained  that  In  cooaeqaence  of  tbe  above  mentioned  mlaconduet 
It  Do.  M*7er  aomo  who  fotmerl;  held  with  the  ConalatarT  and  Church  after  the 
aUug  at  tbe  oath  and  tbe  refaaal  of  aabordlnatlon  had  deaerted  the  ConalBtorT  and 
Church  for  bia  party — and  not  onl;  tbla — bat  a  grre^t  number  of  member*  of  the 
ChDTch  had  more  than  once  met  together  and  appointed  a  Committee  of  Ave  to  Join 
with  tha  Conalatorx  in  dtrlilng  waja  and  meani  for  the  remoTBl  of  Ihe  dletarbanee 
In  the  Chorch  or  for  the  panlahment  and  remoTal  of  their  mtnliter  ilnee  they  eoald 
bM  IlT*  on  In  this  manner. 

IIL  In  reference  to  hli  refnaal  to  ackaowledge  lubordinatlon  to  the  Claaali  of 
JMstctdam  tha  precedinf  proof  la  anQclent ;  yet  tbe  toUowlns  beara  upon  tbla  point, 
that  tb«  Conatatorr  of  Klogaton  appointed  two  of  Ita  Elden.  namely,  Job.  Wjnkoop 
a*4  Comalla  Peraen  to  go  with  Do.  Cock  and  bla  two  Eldera,  Philip  Klom  and 
CoTBdla  Holler  to  Do.  Uejer  and  Nqant  htm  to  appear  eeclealaatlcall;  and  confer 
with  tbam  In  reference  to  tbe  dlaturbance  In  tbe  Church,  which  Teqneat  Do.  Merer 
rtfnaed,  whence  it  la  anlBclentlT  dear  tbat  Do.  Uejer  baa  deaplaed  e 
adntonltion  aa  appear*  alao  from  the  former  part  of  our  minute*. 

Tha  BcT.  ConTenllon  haTlng  careful];  weighed  all  the  Complaints  a 
aC  the  Conalstorr  of  Klngaton  agalnat  Do.  Meyer  tbeir  mlnlater,  we  Sn 
with  tbe  moat  alncere  reiret  In  conaclenee  bound  to  declare  blm  worth;  of  suspen- 
■loa  from  his  once  in  the  Church  of  Klngaton  becaaae  be  baa  been  sullt;  not  onlj  of 
Bnltlplled  and  obstinate  acta  of  contempt  of  ecclealai Ileal  advice  addreaaed  to  blm 
In  icnetvl  b;  hi*  own  Couilatorr  and  In  particular  \>j  Do.  Cock  and  bis  Conalstorr 
aad  also  br  tbla  Convention — and  eonseqaeutlr  ol  aowlng  discord  and  dlssentlon  In 
the  Churcli — bnt  also  of  abaolatelr  refnslQR  subordl nation.  ¥et  we  postpone  the 
execution  of  this  sentence  for  such  time  a*  shall  be  sufllclent  to  receive  the  brotberl; 
adslee  of  the  ministers  and  their  respective  CoDslstorles  In  New  York  which  beloae 
to  the  Ncthcrlanda  and  High  Dutch  Reformed  Churches;  to  whom  we  will  send  an 
attsued  copr  of  all  onr  proceedings  br  the  hands  of  Do.  Cock.  We  tak«  tbla  course 
bccanse  this  matter  1*  one  that  shall  be  handled  with  the  greatest  wisdom.  Do. 
KerTT  hlmaeU  has  also  appealed  to  Do.  T.aldlle  roe  of  the  ministers  of  New  York. 
The  Battar  of  aabordlnatlon  la  referred  h;  tbe  Coetus  with  content  of  our  Conven- 
tlSB  (which  acknowledges  It)  to  the  future  declalon  of  tha  Srnod. 

la  token  of  this  our  resolution  and  Intention  we  aubscrlbe  ouraelve*  with  our 
kaads. 

(Signed)         1.  C.  Fryenmoet.  V.D.I 
Gerhard  Daniel  Cock,  T. 
Johannes  Bert 
PhlUp  Klnm 
Jacob  Dekker 
Cornell*  Holler. 
I^a*  la  ear  Convention  In  the 

D  at  Kingston  Oct.  ID,  1T64. 
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Journal  of  the  Xew  York  Council. 
Moravians  and  Quakers. 

1764,  Oct.  11.     C.  Colden,  Lieutenant  Goyernor. 

ABsemblj  senda  to  the  Council  a  BUI  entitled,  "An  act  to  appropriate  the  moBe: 
that  have  arisen  in  Kings  County  and  Queens  County  by  the  fines  and  forfdtnr 
from  the  people  of  the  church  or  congregation  called  UMtat  Fratntm,  or  Ihilti 
Brethren,  and  irom  the  people  called  Quakers  by  virtue  of  the  Acts  tharsfai  mm 
tloned.  Council  Journal^  1151.  Read,  Committed,  1151-2.  Assembly  tnqiilres  < 
the  Council  what  progress  made  on  this  Bill,  1158.     Council  declines  to  act,  IIM. 

Correspondence  From  America. 

Rer.  Jacob  Hardenbergh  to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  October  12,  1764. 
Right  Rey.  Sirs  and  Highly  Esteemed  Fathers  in  Christ : — 

Do  not  take  it  amiss  that  I  make  a  request  of  you  In  a  most  fraternal  EpMt  It  ii 
for  a  further  elucidation  of  what  is  said  in  your  letters  to  the  Rev.  Coetus,  of  Oct  1. 
1763,  as  follows :  That  I,  being  authorized  by  the  Rev.  Coetus,  laid  a  request  bcton 
the  Ciassis,  asking  that  the  Rev  ClasHe  of  Amsterdam  would  he  pleased  to  ekMf* 
the  Coetus  of  New  York  into  a  Ciassis.  Your  Revs,  must  have  plainly  undentood 
from  all  my  communications,  that  I  was  not  provided  with  any  other  lettsfi  d 
authority  except  these :  Namely,  the  letter  to  the  Rev.  Ciassis,  as  your  RePS.  Im»i 
and  another  letter  with  the  same  request,  to  the  High  Rev.  Synod,  to  &e  laid  Ht9f* 
them;  and  I  was  to  give  a  further  elucidation  of  the  matter  as  the  oooosios  ff^ 
require. 

Did  I  not  give  that  letter  to  Domine  Budde,  at  the  house  of  my  worthy  mothertD* 
law?*  And  in  that  letter  the  Coetus  expressly  declares  that  she  considers  bandt 
and  thinks  that  she  ought  to  be  considered  by  others,  as  a  (lawful)  AsseaM9  ^ 
Church  Officers,  existing  under  the  authority  and  right  given  by  Ood;  to  perfwu 
anything  and  all  things  that  a  Ciassis  in  the  Netherlands  is  accustomed  io  do.  0* 
request  is  thus  worded  in  the  letter. 

Therefore,  just  this  is  the  intention,  the  desire  and  the  prayer  of  the  Rev,  ijsetti: 
that  the  Rev.  Ciassis  of  Amsterdam,  pondering  the  divine  authority  for  the  eeiutsMt 
and  powers  of  our  (Coetual)  Assembly,  would  be  pleased  to  acknowledge  it  as  hA, 
and  declare  the  fact.  But  what  then  must  the  Rev.  Coetus  think  of  me,  as  to  tM 
execution  of  my  Commission,  when  she  observes  your  Revs.'  re\K>rt  concemlog  pr^ 
posals  made  by  me?  Is  it  not  an  undeniable  truth  that  I,  (personally)  never  mid* 
any  proposals  to  the  Rev.  Classls? 

For  when  I  had  delivered  my  credentials,  was  I  not  requested  to  withdraw?  AsA 
when  I  was  called  in  again,  was  I  not  then  told  by  the  President,  that  the  Bcr* 
Assembly  had  already  spent  much  time  in  their  deliberation  of  these  matters;  tkit 
she  had  also  already  received  information  from  particular  members,  with  whom  I  ^ 
conversed  on  the  subject :  and  that  If  I  had  yet  anything  more  to  add,  by  way  ^ 
elucidation,  I  would  be  pleased  to  be  short  ?  Whereupon  I  had  nothing  farther  it 
communicate  on  that  subject  to  your  Rev.  Assembly.  I  spoke,  however,  of  the  eoa- 
ditlon  of  the  two  congregations  which  had  extended  calls,  respectively,  to  the  Bcf. 
Henricus  Frellnghuysen  and  to  the  Rev.  (John)  Mauritius  Goetschlus.  Those  eoa* 
gregations  had  made  application  to  the  Rev.  Coetus  for  the  promotion  (ordlBttkio) 
of  those  young  men  whom  they  had  called. 

In  speaking  with  particular  individuals,  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  allsdrf 
to  my  'making  such  a  request  of  them.  On  the  other  hand,  I  do  very  well  raseaktf 
of  once  being  at  the  house  of  Domine  Kulenkamp.  In  talking  there  about  ow  afihib 
bis  Rev.  said  to  me,  "  Domine  Hardenbergh,  you  folks  want  of  us  what  we  casaflt 
possibly  give  your  Revs.  We  cannot  transform  your  Revs.  Into  a  Classts.**  Upoft 
which  I  answered,  My  dear  Sir  does  not  understand  our  request.  We  hMeee  tkti 
we  are  already  a  Ciassis;  but  we  would  like  the  approbatiim  of  your  Bern* 


•See  Corwin's  Manual,  4th  ed.  IStt,  page  613. 
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I  believe  that  when  the  Rev.  (Claiwlcal)  ABsembly  recalls  what  then  took  place 
e  will  remember  that  I,  (personally)  never  made  any  such  proposal.  And  even  if 
had  made  It,  I  coald  not  have  done  it  in  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Coetus,  as  the 
wtns  had  definitely  expressed  their  desires  in  their  letter.  Yonr  Revs,  mnst  there- 
re  have  taken  up  the  matter  under  this  (wrong)  impression,  and  without  any 
roper  introductory  remarks. 

Worthy  Fathers !  the  way  our  affairs  were  dealt  with  in  Holland  led  me  to  make  a 
{solution — I  cannot  deny  it — that  I  would  never  again  take  part  in  any  attempt  to 
rofflote  further  relationship  (combination)  of  our  churches  with  those  of  Holland, 
[erertheless,  upon  second  consideration,  I  concluded  again  to  try  to  do  something 
0  place  our  affairs  upon  such  a  footing  as  is  presented  to  your  Revs.  In  the  letter 
f  oar  Coetus,  (of  this  same  date.)  The  Third  Article,  concerning  the  limitations 
if  the  "  subordination  **,  is  left  somewhat  indefinite,  for  fear  of  infringing  on  the 
Ights  of  the  Civil  Government.  I  think  I  can  positively  assure  your  Revs.,  that  if 
nir  propositions  are  listened  to,  the  Rev.  Coetus  will  easily  be  brought  into  a 
:loier  alliance  (with  the  Church  of  Holland),  so  as  to  allow  your  Revs,  decisions 
to  have  the  power  of  conclusive  verdicts  In  every  particular,  in  all  such  cases  as  are 
mentioned  in  the  said  letter  of  the  Coetus.  Nevertheless,  it  is  true  that  the  laws  of 
oor  land  do  not  permit  us  to  transfer  to  your  Revs.,  any  supreme  authority  or 
Ivriadiction  over  us ;  but  I  do  not  think  those  laws  would  prevent  us  from  mutually 
■llTing  ourselves  together,  in  order  that  we  might  take  your  Revs,  judgments  by  way 
of  advice ;  and  that  we  might  permit  the  same  to  have  the  power  of  a  conclusive 
verdict  among  us,  on  the  strength  of  the  said  alliance  between  us. 

I  tiiink  that  this  would  at  once  remove  all  well-grounded  objections  concerning  the 
Poiilble  introduction  of  any  errors  (of  doctrine),  the  exercise  of  authority,  or  the 
K|>tratlon  of  our  Church  from  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands.  And  the  danger  of 
tatrodacing  Ignorant  persons  Into  the  ministry  can  also  be  effectually  remedied  by 
tte  establishment  of  a  Seminary  here.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  there  Is  likelihood 
CDongh  of  our  succeeding  in  this.  For  we  have  already  presented  a  petition  for  a 
CHARTER  for  such  a  Seminary,  to  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  this  Province, 
(New  Jersey),  and  we  have  good  reason  to  hope  that  we  may  obtain  it,  especially  If 
^  (the  Coetus  and  Conferentie  parties)  again  unite  together.  Indeed,  It  would 
tiiCQ  be  certain.  And  our  ability  to  raise  an  endowment  is  much  greater  than  was 
tiiat  of  either  the  Episcopalians,  (1754),  or  the  Presbyterians  (1746)  when  they 
established  their  Seminaries  (or  Colleges.)  Why,  then,  may  we  not  establish  a 
School  as  well  as  they  ? 

Worthy  Fathers!  If  your  Revs,  do  not  avail  yourselves  of  this  opportunity  to 
titerreDe  in  our  behalf,  and  also  to  modify  your  own  demands  a  little,  on  your  side 
^  the  case,  God  only  knows  where  our  disputes  will  finally  end.  Inasmuch  as  the 
Hl^  Rev.  Synod  has  declared  that  the  Sovereign  of  Holland  will  never  consent  that 
the  Rev.  Coetus  should,  either  partially  or  fully,  be  a  member  of  that  High  Rev. 
AiMmbly,  because  said  Coetus  exists  under  another  Civil  Power,  our  affairs  may 
^^  been  brought  much  more  to  the  notice  of  the  Authorities  over  here  than  ever 
^ore.  For  they  reason  thus : — If  the  Sovereign  of  Holland  will  not  permit  the 
Coetos  to  have  any  voice  in  their  (Netherlandift)  Church  Assemblies  for  fear  of  some 
*vfl  results:  is  it  safe  for  us,  (the  English  authorities  of  New  York),  to  permit 
^  highest  Church  jurisdiction  over  them,  to  Inhere  in  a  Church  Assembly  so  closely 
*nied  to  the  State  (a  Foreign  State),  and  which  Assembly  is  entirely  under  the 
control  of  another  Sovereign. 

Take  as  an  illustration  of  this,  the  following;  The  Rev.  Consistory  of  Esopua 
(Kingston),  where  domlne  Harmanus  Meyer  has  a  church,  is  in  favor  of  the 
nbordination  demanded.  Domlne  Meyer  at  first  held  back  from  It  (the  subordlna- 
^)  a  little,  but  finally  yielded  to  the  Consistory.  But  even  before  his  resolution 
^  been  taken,  the  local  government  of  that  place  had  Interfered,  and  insisted  that 
^Miine  Meyer  should  take  that  oath,  of  which  the  Rev.  Coetus  has  sent  you  a 
*^.  The  Civil  authorities  said  also  to  the  Consistory  that  Its  members  might 
^Qicet  to  be  required  to  do  the  same  thing,  if  they  should  subordinate  themselves 
(to  the  Church  of  Holland.)  Upon  this,  the  Consistory  sought  advice  from  all  the 
>M>re  eminent  lawyers  In  the  city  of  New  York,  asking  if  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
(Ciril)  government  to  demand  this  oath  of  them.  One  of  the  most  eminent  of  those 
^vyers  sahaequently  told  me  personally,  that  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
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lawyers,  that  any  ttoo  Justices  of  the  Peace  had  it  in  their  power  to  demand  an  oath 
from  any  one  they  saw  fit;  and  that  those  who  refused  to  take  it  womid  ruin  them- 
selves  thereby.  The  Council  (Governor's  Council)  haying  received  this  opinion  from 
this  lawyer,  then  asked  blm  the  following  question :  **  If  that  la  the  case,  and  one 
had  taken  such  an  oath,  could  he  not,  then,  subordinate  himself  (to  the  Church  of 
Holland)  ?  *'  Raising  his  hand,  the  lawyer  answered  :  //  they  believe  that  there  is  § 
€h>d  in  heaven,  they  cannot  do  it. 

Last  week  I  heard  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  that  vicinity  say,  that  that  Oonsistonf 
would  have  to  submit  to  the  taking  of  that  oath,  or  they  would  ruin  them.  And  wt 
are  obliged  to  expect  that  this  same  thing  will  occur  In  other  localities.  Now  if  thest 
tumults  reach  the  ears  of  the  Government  In  England,  then  I  myself,  with  many 
others,  fear  for  bad  consequences.  Therefore,  I  beseech  your  Revs,  to  modify 
somewhat  your  peremptory  requests.  Do  not  think,  my  dear  Sirs,  that  I  speak 
thus  from  any  fear  that  the  Rev.  Coetus  will  lose  ground  by  the  new  measures  yea 
are  now  pursuing.  No,  indeed.  On  the  other  hand,  I  am  sure  that  the  Coetua  hu 
gained  more,  since  the  arrival  of  your  last  letters  than  she  ever  did  before.  The 
ministers  of  Albany,  Kingston  and  the  one  who  has  recently  come  to  New  York— 
and  these  three  places  are  the  principal  places  in  the  Province — refuse  to  submit 
to  that  Subordination  which  you  have  proclaimed  and  demanded.  And  In  this  mat- 
ter,  the  Civil  Government  has  the  Coetus  on  its  side.  It  is,  therefore,  by  no  means 
this  (civil  favor)  which  I  seek,  but  the  real  welfare  of  the  Church.  And  I  have  us 
desire  to  see  her  separated  from  the  Netherlands  Church. 

It  also  seems  to  me  that  your  Revs,  ought  not  to  give  too  much  place  to  IndlfBSf- 
tion  against  that  pamphlet  of  Domlne  Leydt,  (see  Aug.  12,  1760,)  so  tha^  !■ 
retaliation  therefor,  the  Churdi  of  Christ  should  be  made  to  suffer.  I  heard  kh 
Rev.  declare  in  our  last  (General  Church  Assembly,  held  in  New  Tork,  that  he  wu 
sorry  if  anything  had  come  from  his  pen,  which  had  given  any  just  cauae  of 
to  your  Revs.,  or  to  the  High  Rev.  Synod.  I  hope  and  sincerely  desire  that 
Revs,  will  find  It  convenient  to  adopt  those  proposals  of  ours,  (in  letter  of  Coetif 
of  Oct  12,  1764). 

When  I  was  in  Holland,  I  hinted  at  the  troubles  and  divisions  to  Domlne  BMit 
in  the  Church  of  Flsbklll ;  but  since  that  time  they  have  greatly  increased.  The  B«f> 
Coetus  made  a  short  report  on  that  matter,  and,  in  addition  to  what  I  heard,  I 
expect  your  Revs,  will  be  informed  that  nearly  the  whole  congregation  has  beeoM 
opposed  to  the  (old  and  legal)  Consistory.  I  have  also  requested  that  ContlsfeQil 
to  give  me  an  exact  report  of  their  condition — how  many  are  in  their  favor,  and  ksf 
many  are  opposed  to  them.  They  answered  me  in  a  communication  under  their  oil 
signatures,  that  75  heads  of  families  had  signed  in  favor  of  the  call  to  Domtil 
Henrlcus  Frelinghuysen ;  and  that  the  Conferentle  party  had  told  them  that  tMf 
had  80  on  their  list.  Nevertheless  the  Rev.  Consistory  are  aware  that  there  aii 
many  who  had  signed  for  their  party,  (the  Conferentle  party)  who  now  exprevlF 
declare  that  they  will  not  pay  the  salary  they  had  promised,  even  if  that  party  (til 
Conferentle)  should  obtain  a  minister ;  because  those  who  had  obtained  their  itsM' 
tures,  had  told  them  that  this  was  done  with  the  consent  of  the  Rev.  Consistocyt 
while,  in  fact,  it  was  done*  in  direct  opposition  to  them.  Please  take  notice  tiiatlA 
this  took  place  before  the  formation  of  the  antl-Consistory  (by  Freyenmoet)  Mcirif 
two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  church  side  with  the  (legal)  Consistory;  while iB 
the  members  that  side  with  their  Consistory,  are  male  members,  and  only  J^ 
enough  to  constitute  the  anti-Conslstory.  (The  other  members  of  this  party  wcA 
not  members  of  the  church).     This  is  given  only  for  information. 

The  Rev.  Coetus  has  adherents,  more  or  less,  in  almost  all  the  congregations  wkldl 
side  with  the  Conferentle.  If,  then,  the  members  of  the  latter  be  endorsed,  and  tH 
members  of  the  Rev.  Coetus  (in  those  congregations)  be  nagged  to  agree  with  tlMMi 
what  shall  the  end  be?  Can  the  mere  belonging  to  the  Coetus  or  the  ConSenM 
party  ever  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  deposing  an  entire  Consistory? 

When  I  was  in  Amsterdam  I  was  informed  that  about  the  time  that  DoolM 
Theodore  Frelinghuysen  was  visiting  Holland,  (1760),  a  letter  was  given  to  the  Bi^ 
Classis  signed  with  my  name.  Up  to  that  time,  I  had  never  signed  my  nans  to  U 
paper  which  was  sent  to  the  Rev.  Classis.  My  name  had  undoubtedly  been  oied  1 
some  mistake.  While  in  Amsterdam,  therefore,  I  made  request  to  see  that  Ittta 
but  on  account  of  the  multitude  of  business  engagements  and  the  shortntsi  of  ■ 
atB^,  J  tmlled  to  find  it    I  kindly  request  that  the  same  may  be  sent  to  torn,    1  tkWi 


^ 
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•  k  right  to  niBki  this  rcqoMt.     T  tblok  It  will  be  found  unong  th*  papen 
October.  ITSe.    Let  not  tbli  b«  denied  me  I 

pr««nitlDi  mr  anrlccs  to  joo.  and  mjr  tfarneat  wlib  of  all  bappIneM  and 
tea  to  jtm,  together  wltb  Irteodlf  and  heart;  greeting!.  I  bare  tbe  Honor, 
B«T.  Stn,  and  Uncb  Esteemed  Fatbera  In  Cbrlit,  to  call  mrtelt.  end  to  be 
Tonr  Rera.  D.  W.  D.  and  loTlog  brother, 

Jaeoh  R.  Hardenber^  V.  D.  U . 
■A,  Oct.  12,  ITM. 


CoftBESPONDBNOE  FeOM  AmERICA, 

Coetua  of  New  York  to  the  Rev.   Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

October  [3?]  13,  1764.     Vol.  33,  page  82,  No.  354. 
>•  Bight   Bar.   ClaaaU  of  Anuterdam,    Right   Rbt.    Sin  and   Uncb   Beloved 


I  letter  of  jonr  Rev*,  of  Jannar;  11,  (17C4),  and  of  Oct.  Srd  1763,  reacbed  na 
r.  Acoordlng  to  the  requeat  of  the  Rct.  ConfcreDtle  which  followed  (upon 
Itttais)  tbe  Ber.  Coetna  attended  a  QeneTal  Meeting  (of  tbe  two  Bodlea)  held 
w  York.  Jnne  19,  1TS4.  The  resalt  of  that  Meeting  mar  be  aeen  Id  Docament 
*r  One. 

the  preaent  coodltlon  of  aftalra  we  do  not  fee)  dlapoaed  to  answer  the  above 
liMcd  letteial  for  we  can  plainly  foreaee  where  the  matter  Id  diapate  lo 
wn  in  them,  wlU  end.  If  It  be  followed  up  In  debate.  We  woald  rather  make 
■Bother  attempt,  with  all  lodalgenee  possible,  (o  settle  these  disputes  bj  some 


r.  Sin.  It  we  were  Inclined  to  Introduce  complete  (ecclesiastical)  Independence 
uiaslvea.  we  would  long  rre  this,  have  glvea  op  all  correspondence  with  the 
fTtaBda  Charch.  We  could  reat  sssnred.  In  doing  this,  that  we  need  not  fear 
Mi  at  Ctaaalcal  or  STnodlcal  privileges,  becanse  we  sre  the  free  subjects  of 
hgflsh  Crown.     It,  therefore,  remains  to  our  free  choice  whether  we  shell 

9  Correapondence  and  Colon  If  such  a  thing  Is  possible,  with  the  Choreh  of 
letfetftanda,  or  not.  However  desirable  these  things  mar  nppear  to  ns.  as  well 
llial  love  and  peace,  nevertheless,  w«  mnit  saj.  althongh  we  do  It  with  sorrow, 

«•  eaoEot  anbnilt  onnelves  to  all   that  Is  demanded  of  ns  In  joat  letter, 

•at  womdlng  our  consciences. 

t  therefore  mate  tbls  friendly  snd  brotberlr  reqnest  that  the  fallowing  objec- 

tsntre  yoor  earefnl  deliberation. 

W*  cannot  at  present  content  onrselves  with  the  reasons  given  for  thi>  snbor- 
loa  (to  the  Glsssls)  demsndcd  of  ns.  We  believe  that  any  snbotdlnatlon  to  a 
A,  which  Is  deatltnte  of  sll  power,  (belni;  nnder  another  civil  fcovpmniBnt)  Is 
tr  nwtnry  to  the  Netherlands  Cbnrcb  Ctmstltntlon.  Besides  tbe  works  of 
a,  look  at  tbe  renowned  Professor,  John  Hoombeefe's  "Snmma  Conlmver- 
".  page  600.  That  It,  (tbe  relation  of  the  American  churches  to  the  Church 
sOsndT)  Increases  and  regulates  this  (Amerlrsn  ChurcbT)  we  ndmlt  wltb  all 
ttt.  Tbe  reaaonB  given  In  support  of  snbord [nation,  snd  In  adrocflcy  of  the 
ad,  appear,  more  or  less  evidently,  la  be  as  follows; 

From  the  right  of  having  planted  these  chnrrhcs  (In  Amerlcs).  But  thai  this 
not  confer  tbe  lesst  right  or  power,  nor  deprive  those  who  sre  planted  of  all 
r.  Is.  Id  onr  (pinion,  confirmed  by  the  renowned  Professor.  Oysbert  Tostlns. 
■vl.,  ToL  U  PftTt  1.  pages  104-108. 

Bat  to  be  more  direct,  let  me  speak  of  the  mrmliprahlp  of  our  mlnlstcru  In 

Btv.  CIssals.     This  Is  taken  for  graoted;   bnt  In  sll  your  letlers,  yon  do  not 

nc  eoticlnslTe  reason  to  eatabllnh  It.  NpvenhetPSB.  this  (the  fact  of  snch 
tenblp)  sppe«ra  to  be  the  basis  opon  whleh  all  yonr  reasons  for  the  support 
M  sAMdlnstloD  rest  Bnt  It  seems  to  ni  as  clear  as  day  light,  that  we  were 
tMA  real  mambers  of  yonr  Bev.  Clsssls,  as  yon  claim. 

*IU  WWb  and  whert  were  tbe  Formnlas,  which  belong  to  such  a  memhenUp, 
**  with  on  o«r  bebalf.     Bucft  e«  tb»  pmenFaHon  of  tbe  proper  credentMa-. 
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■atncriblDi  to  tbs  local  lawa;  tmUDB  part  In  the  Acta  of  the  OUaalcal  AsHmblr:  t 
beln;  quUDMl  to  recelTC  the  tisbt  of  Totloc. 

(b)  Wbj  did  tba  RsT.  Clawla  refoM  a  aoat  Id  their  Claaalcal  Aaaambly  to  don 
John  KrellDghayaen,  (Id  1749),  wbo  wa«  qDallllsd  Id  Amaterdam  aa  mlnlater  o 
the  cbDrrbpB  od  tba  RarltaaT  Or  are  we  ontr  memben  of  the  Claaala  that 
ClaaBls  may  deprive  ui  of  oor  ilicbtal  Haa  not  ods  memtMr  >■  mocb  rlsbl  to  a  ■ 
Id  tbe  Cla»Ig  aa  anotberT 

(c)  And  ban-  !■  thin  rrisht  In  riaaiilral  iiii'mb<!nblp)  to  be  rocoDcllad  with  the  I 
reaalutlori  of  the  Kynoil  of  Noiih  ITnlland,  wbli^h  dpolarea,  that  the  Sorerelcii 
that  land  will  nercr  nltnw  any  member  or  membera  of  the  ReT.  Coetua  to  comp 
a  pan  or  ibHt  Holy  Hev.  (tirnodleal)  Asaembl;. 

ir  we  are  renll;  memben  of  j-onr  Rev.  Claoala.  and  on  ao  equal  foottDS.  la  1 
reapect,  wirh  ibg  tweatr-nJne  lululiilera  of  Amalerdam,  are  we  Dot  theD  a 
capable  of  lielne  members  of  lliat  Her.  ByDodl  But  If,  Id  realltf.  we  are  Dot  at 
membeni  nf  your  Iter.  C'lassla.  aa.  Indeed,  we  are  doI.  what  force  then,  can  7> 
Ket-B.'  BrHiiiiieiilM  have,  to  convince  our  <'oniiclcnce»?  for  fonr  arKumenla  are  bai 
upon  tblfi  HuppoaltloD.  (that  we  are  memben  of  Claaala.) 

Kou'cver  ibe  diapule  over  bere  la  no)  coacerulng  tbe  blatorlcal  account  of 
■Sulr  Ibat  In  past:  bat  roaccmlDG  tbe  poaacaHlOD  or  nca-poiiBeasloa  of  the  riKht  i 
tbe  pnwer  In  reicard  to  our  own  allslni.  Tbe  Rev.  Coetua  does  not  prom 
(ordnin)  In  quality  na  membera  of  Ibe  Iter.  Claaala  of  Amsterdam,  but  aa  a  compi 
of  nelcbborliis  mlulHti-ro.  to  whom  Ibe  pnsloral  olSce.  with  all  tbat  belonn  to  It 
eDlnialed.  Ni>w  tbe  ixmor  to  promote  (ordalD)  la  an  eaaentlal  part  of  this  ofl 
See  Jobii  llnorubeek'i  Letter  Book,  1.  paxe*  165.  tSi.  086.  TbiB  alio  fully  cc 
cldea  nllb  Ibe  Cbarcb  Order  of  tbe  Hynod  of  Don.  Couipare  Art.  4  with  Art. 
<Arl.  4,  dM'lares  tbat  a  call  lo  the  mlulalry  eonalata  of  tbe  free  cbolce  of  the  O 
alatory;  nii  eiaiultiallon  Into  the  doclrlne  and  morals  of  Ibe  peraoti  choiien;  tt  < 
approbHlloD  of  Ibc  chuirh-mrmbers:  and  In  public  ordination,  aecordlnE  to  ■ 
Fomi.  nith  Imponltlan  of  bands  by  the  minister  prcflldlnK. 

Art.  41.  dcrlareo  Ibat  a  Clossla  Hlmll  ronsUt  of  nelRbborlBK  charchea.  Md 
which  BbotI  send  a  mlnlxler  and  elder  TCltb   proper  credentlnls.  etc.) 

See  ulm  ttie  nrmncenients  for  ei^iniluallntia  and  pmmotlon,  made  by  all- 
pn-vlDua  Nntloiinl  Sj-nods  of  Ibe  XelliorlnndH.  ^Ve  alBO  bellere  that  tbe  eqsal 
of  minlalera  Is  ctenrly  net  fonb  In  llie  Wnrd  of  Cnd.  In  Ibe  Notberlands  Artlrlea 
Pallb.  and  la  Ibe  Nullonnl  npcrees.  AVe  are.  Iber<'rr>re,  not  at  liberty  to  be 
aiitray  by  any  exntiiple  nr  rllHtloD  nf  punt  tblnc.i.  It  atrenKtbena  us  alao  ns 
little,  tliiit  BiK'h  leKi'ii-tabte  men.  who  are  appmrcd  In  tbe  Nethcrlnnd*,  aa, 
pianiple.  rrofewor  (Jcynbert  VoelhiB  In  lilH  "rnllt.  Rceles.".  and  Profensor  Ji 
llonmbeek  In  his  "MIsa.  »ac.".  Fredr'rlck  Kpanbeym.  Id  his  "Mlsa.  Sac.  anth 
bnvp  all  advocated  our  case  In  aiirh  an  energetic  way. 

Benidea.  It  In  to  be  liome  In  mind  tbnt  your  Item.'  arKumcn(i>  will  bare  ]u«t 
mncb  welKht  a  hnndrcd  years  bence.  na  notr:  and  nccnrdliis  In  a  modeiale  calel 
tlon,  tbe  Utitcb  (In  America)  will  then,  (18041  by  a  proportionate  crowtb,  eooi 
of  a  thoDsaad  cnnKregiitlonfl:  and  will  neod,  nccordlngly.  at  leapt  live  or  sli  bnadi 
mlnlalera.  I.,et  nucb  drcutn stances  declare  what  yniir  nrciiiiii'nis  wonid  be  we 
nnder  sneb  conditions.  Tnklni;  all  this  Inin  rnn.-i<l '-r.it Inn,  the  Rev.  CoefW  Bi 
conclnde  witb  (be  words  of  tha  renon-ned  Pri>f.  <i.  Voellos:— Xon  detiebat  tale  « 
clavl  ant  concedl  ab  una  parte  conlmhentlnm  nee  nb  altera  parte  pcti  aW  tcH 
(No  sDch  thing  ODght  to  be  Rmnied  or  conceded  by  the  one  part  of  tboM  MiiwW 
ror  to  be  demanded  or  ncrepled  of  tbe  other  part.)  See  his  re«»on»,  PeHI.  Ett 
Fol.  1.  Pnrt  I.  paee  324.  Question  19. 

II.  If  In  this  Innd  Ibe  opportunity  la  not  giren  and  further  developed  to  pro* 
minlalers  for  Ibe  Dutch  Churcb.  we  connot  fall  to  foresee  that  that  Cbnteb  \ 
soon  BO  to  rnln.  I'assinf;  by  other  welKhty  reasons,  take  only  In  proof  the  altMt 
of  these  Colonics  and  tbe  opportunities,  for  example:  It  la  much  more  ta  ' 
prejudice  of  our  (Amerlrnn)  Cburcb,  than  It  Is  of  any  of  tbe  other  Churche*  of 
Netherlands  Colonies.  (East  Indies.  Cnpe  of  Oood  Hope,  West  India  Islands),  te 
Obllfied  to  obtain  her  ministers  from  Holland.  This  may  be  Indisputably  deta 
Blnited  by  the  follonine  facts; 

1.  Everybody  known  tbnt  nearly  all  tbe  denominations  around  na  prepare  tl 
ffllalsters  In  Ibis  Innd  and  thus  send  them  forth.  They  bave,  then,  the  opporta 
tt>  preach   and   esiabllab  conRTestit\Dn*  ainons  tbe  aenttered  people  ot  thia  !■ 
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«T  ira  erei  imdr  to  ■dmlt  >  luScIeDt  Dnmber  to  tbe  Hoir  Offlce.  Bat 
•Dtcb)  mlDlatera  who  mv  here  bave  their  baads  more  tban  full  to  terTS 
of  the  alreadjr  eitabllghed.  but  Tocant  (congregations.  For.  on  account 
gen.  dUDcDltiei  and  beary  expensee.  It  ia  Impoaslble  to  BKore  a  gnttl- 
«r  of  foang  mea  for  tbe  Hot;  Offlce,  If  tbe;  ranst  flrst  go  to  the  Notber- 
ordination).  Uan;  ot  the  eetibllibed  coaRregatloni  do  not  dare  to  mn 
f  (ending  {their  yoDng  men)  to  the  Netberlands:  while  tboae  wbo  are 
icre  and  there  among  tbe  EngllBh  cannot  aflord  to  do  this.  Under  aocb 
rea  hondreils  are  allured  awaj  to  other  denominations,  ilnce  they  can* 
Tided  wllb  mlnlatera  aa  they  ihonld  tie.  But  coold  not  tbis  dendly  evil 
illy  remedied,  by  admitting  mlnlatera  to  thla  boly  serrlce  here  In  tbia 
'en  aa  do  other  denominations. 

has  been  aald  become  atllt  more  evident  If  we  compare  the  English 
IDS  and  the  Presbyterian  Chnrchea  In  tbla  land  with  each  other.  The 
be  "State  Chnrcb"  of  England.  Its  adherent!  htye  tbe  cItII  government 
Ibeir  hand*.  In  short.  In  regaid  to  all  pollttcal  rights,  tbla  Church  baa 
'llegea  Imaginable  et»Te  other  denomination  a;  yet  the  Presbylerlana  haT* 

ten  congregatlona  In  these  two  Provlnees,  to  tbe  Bplscopallana  on*. 
can  be  tbe  rraaon  of  tbla?  Only  this:  that  tboae  charcbea.  being  gov- 
llshopa  moat  receive  their  ministers  from  Harope:  while  tbe  PrMbyte- 
ngh  tbe  advice  and  help  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  have  been  provided, 
flrat  settlement,  with  tbe  priviteges  of  admitting  their  young  men  to  this 

I  Brethren,  do  yonr  Bevs.  not  clearly  see  that  If  yonr  Re**,  had  acted 
(o  the  Dutch  Church  as  the  Scotch  have  done  In  regard  to  the  Presby- 
rcb.  th«  present  nomber  ot  our  congregatlona  wonid  have  been  more  than 
.nd  both  the  Episcopalians  (Blwboppelyken)  and  tbe  Presbyterians  have 
plr  chnrchea  on  the  ruin  of  oura. 

F  midat  of  us  and  all  aroDud  us.  the  Seminaries  ot  the  Independents,  ot 
pallana  and  of  cha  Presbyterians  have  already  become  seven  or  eight  In 
And  what  will  be  tbe  effect  ot  all  tbla?  Tbe  Bollanders  must  either 
deny  their  children  a  free  education,  and  tbns  rellnqnisb  all  these  advan- 
tbpra;  or  else  send  them  to  one  of  these  schools.  The  Inevitable  result 
Did  t>e  the  alienation  of  their  hearts  from  tbe  Netheriand  doctrine  and 
Only  Jtut  Imagine  that  onr  Cbnrch  continues  to  receive,  from  time  to 
•r  mlnlatera  from  Holland;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  rising  yoath, 
oon  bold  the  government  and  Inflnence  In  both  Church  and  State,  receive 
atlon  In   the  Seminaries  of  these  different  denominations.     By  such  a 

II  n«t  tbe  (Dutch)  Church  finally  go  down  altogether,  unobsorred. 

•  one  mnat  nnderatand,  that  since  tbe  political  government  and  tbe 
nesB  of  tbe  land  are  condn<;Ied  In  the  English  language.  Engltsh  schools 
iry.  and  Datch  schools  are  already  passing  away.  The  Dutch  lengnage 
ertalnly  fall  Into  disuse,  and  the  English  will  everywhere  take  Ita  place, 
tbe  religion  (of  the  Dutch  Church)  go  down  with  the  Isngaage?  Or 
■  Is  danger  be  remedied?  It  Is  simply  Impracticable  to  receive  n  sufficient 
r  mlnlatera)  from  Holland,  especially  such  as  would  be  able  to  perform 

tbe  English  tongue.  To  send  a  sufBclent  nnmber  (ot  onr  yoong  men) 
rics  to  Holland  to  attend  tbe  Academies  of  your  Revs.,  la  Imposalble, 
IS  been  aald  before.  Wbo,  then,  does  not  ace  thot  the  Church  must  go 
•at   we  have  our  own  eccleilasllcal  Asaembllea  and  Scbiwls  over  here. 

send  enclosed  In  this  letter,  a  copy  of  an  oath,  (mnrked  number  2), 
e  ot  na  have  taken  In  due  form,  and  others,  wben  required,  are  bonnd 
ider  such  penalty  as  Is  meniloned  In  the  copy.  Now  wbo  can.  In  good 
take  such  an  oalh,  and  then  nubmlt  himself 'to  aubordlnatlan  (of,  to  na. 
In  another  cation)  as  proclaimed  and  demanded.  Tbe  High  Rev.  Synod 
bat  she  can  neither  partly  nor  entirely  accept  of  membrrs  of  the  (foetus 
of  ber  body),  because  the  Coetus  Is  subject  to  anolber  Sover^gn.  Bow. 
yonr  Revs.  delllierBtely  demand  ot  na  such  a  '-sulMirdlantlon".  when  tbe 
rch  Jurisdiction  over  ua.  (tbe  SynodT)  adjudges  our  Assembly  (tbe  Coetus) 
ijeet   to   another   Sovereign?    Ts   not   such   sutiDrdlnatlon   dlametrlcaW? 

the  said  oath  and  to  the  fundnmenlal  laWM  of  our  klngAoml  Tbe  GVgMlfa 
the  terms  of  ctpltalatlon.  /JCffJ),  may  aerve  yon  to  deny  onr  re<iueBt;  ^lA 
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this  will  by  no  means  ward  off  the  dissatisfaction  of  our  SoTereign  when  we  ha 
once  aroused  it.     See  the  opinion  of  two  of  our  principal  lawyers,  on  this  point. 
Document,  marked  8. 

Thus  your  Riffht  Revs,  will  perceiye  that  if  we  are  pressed  to  submit  uncoo( 
tlonally  to  the  said  **  Subordination  **,  or  else  to  break  off  all  correspondence,  we  w 
be  compelled  to  choose  the  latter.  We  say  ''compelled  to  choose*';  because  t 
Ck>etus  has  already  shown  her  desire  to  maintain  some  sort  of  relationship  with  tl 
Church  of  the  Netherlands  on  the  ground  of  the  Ck>nstltution  of  said  Church.  Ai 
she  yet  inclined  that  way.  But  since  it  is  impossible  to  maintain  a  relationsli 
which  rests  on  membership  (in  the  Classis  and  Synod),  we  will  gladlj  consent  to 
"  relationship  **  not  depending  on  membership,  so  far  as  circumstances  and  the  lai 
of  citisenship  of  our  country,  and  sound  views  of  Church  Oovemment,  permit. 

The  Rev.  Coetus  has  explained  to  the  Rev.  Conferentie.  as  she  now  does  also 
your  Revs.,  that  on  these  conditions  she  is  willing,  according  to  the  advice  of  tl 
Synod,  to  hold  herself  in  a  proper  fu^rdination  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdai 
This  proper  mbordinatiam,  or  rather  ''Church  Relationship"  (Combination)  she  wan 
thus  explained  and  understood.  It  must  include  the  power  to  erect  Seminaries,  t 
ordain,  and  henceforth  to  do  all  those  things  that  an  Assembly  of  netghbofti 
Church  officers  in  the  Netherlands  may  do.  As  her  presupposed  right,  she  desire 
however,  to  enjoy  the  privilege  to  bring  said  ''Relationship**  under  the  foUowli 
regulations: 

1.  The  Coetus  shall  yearly  communicate  her  Acts  to  the  Rev.  Classis  by  meai 
of  correspondence. 

2.  That  when  any  important  matter  arises  concerning  which  the  Rev.  (Coetif 
Assi>mbly  needs  special  light,  she  shall  lay  such  matter  before  the  Rev.  Classis  an 
abide  by  her  advice. 

3.  That  in  case  of  differences  among  us  concerning  doctrine  or  manner  of  Ufii 
which  we  cannot  settle  correctly  or  bring  to  a  satisfactory  termination,  after  rega 
lar  process,  that  we  may  then  present  such  a  case,  prepared  in  an  orderly  manat 
by  the  Hev.  (Coetus)  Assembly,  before  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  or.  If  neosi 
sary.  before  the  High  Rev.  Synod.  That  the  Rev.  (Coetus)  Assembly  binds  HseU 
to  allow  the  advice  thus  given,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  dispute,  t 
have  tho  Htrenfrth  of  a  decisive  verdict  among  us,  so  far  as  the  laws  of  our  Sil 
(Rritlsh)  kingdom  permit. 

Hcv.  Men  and  Brethren,  behold!  This  Is  the  utmost  we  can  allow  in  the  suboifl 
nation  doninnded.  We  desire  that  all  the  wrong  do^e  in  the  past,  on  either  sidi 
be  forgiven  nnd  forgotten.  We  hope  that  your  Revs,  may  'use  this  opportunit] 
which  niny  imsnlbly  be  the  last,  to  heal  the  breach  among  us.  If  this  Is  not  nei 
done,  where  will  the  business  finally  end,  considering  the  present  line  of  actioa 
After  your  Kcvs.  Inst  rommunlcstion,  domine  Freyenmoet,  under  the  advice  of  th 
C-onftTontio  brethren,  at  first  presented  and  then  demanded  the  consent  of  the  Con 
sistory  of  the  Church  of  Flsbklll,  on  pretence  of  having  received  authority  froi 
yonr  Revs.,  to  the  three  following  articles: 

1.  That  that  Consistory  should  renounce  their  alloplance  to  the  Rev,  Coetus,  an 
sign  subordination  to  your  Rov.  Classis,  and  relinquish  their  call  on  the  candldflti 
Mr.  Schoonniaker.  (Henricus  Schoonmaker,  rei'ently  licensed  by  the  Amerlct 
Classis.) 

2.  When  this  was  refused  his  Rev.  then,  under  the  said  pretended  authorlt 
(from  Rev.  Classis)  declared  the  Consistory,  whose  lawfulness  had  never  been  dli 
puted,  to  be  no  Consistory. 

8.  He  then  chose  a  new  Ck)nsistory,  with  the  aid  of.  and  from  the  minority  of  tt 
common  members  of  the  church,  and  ordained  them  to  their  oflSce  on  the  same  da 
Upon  this  followed  the  closing  and  the  breaking  open  of  the  church  doors  and  othi 
foolish  acts. 

Esteemed  Brethren,  we  hope  that  these  things  will  not  be  connived  at  by  yo^ 
Revs.,  lest  they  be  kept  up  and  repeated.  If  so.  application  may  have  to  be  mai 
to  our  blessed  Sovereign,  (George  III),  and  on  Investigation  made,  whether  t^ 
authority  of  a  Church-Assembly,  living  under  a  different  Civil  Power,  can  be  tole 
ated.  when  such  devastations  are  committed  among  the  subjects  of  his  Majesl 
We  heartily  wish  that  this  may  never  become  necessary,  f6r  then  reasons  wod 
be  given  why  all  correspondence  with  the  Church  of  tho  Netherlands  abonld 
forbidden. 
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tour  lUf  (L  BrMbnn. 

In  tk>  DKiDB  mad  bj  the  aatboHtr  of  the  Bev.  CoetDi  of  New  York 
uid  N«w  Jen*;. 

Jkeob  B.  fiardanbergb,  Preildent,  pro  tem. 
DtiTid  UariDDi.  SecretiiT,  pro  tern. 
D«ac  In  tbo  Coetoa  AHcmbl;  bold  at  HackenMCk,  October  S,  1704. 

P.  8.  Blnce  Uie  abore  mentloDed  el  renin  itanee  of  what  occorred  at  Flahklll,  we 
bar*  ncelTed  Information  that  domlnea  Frjenmoet  and  Cock  bSTO  done  the  lame 
tUB«  at  Fonshkaepale. 

COUBSBFONDEITCE  PbOU  AmiCRICA. 

Ber.  Lambertna  De  Bond*  to  Ber.  Wlnoldui  Bnddc.  Oct  13.  1T(M.   (Tol.  BS,  page  82.) 

Be*«r«nd  Sir  and  highly  eateemed  Bralher: — 

Toar  blehlj  reapecttd  eommunlcatlan  of  April  9,  1704.  tojtetber  with  that  of  the 
B(*.  Clanla  ot  Amaterdam.  of  June  4.  reached  me  In  the  latter  part  of  September. 

1  am  ottllfKd  to  four  Re*,  and  to  the  Re*.  ClaailB  for  the  coarie  7on  ba\e  puran«d 
la  tbe  examination  and  approbatloo  of  mj  "  Syalem  ".  I  am  aorrj  that  I  omitted  to 
■(Ulon  In  mr  book,  the  Eternal  Procenloa  of  the  Hoi;  Bplrlt  from  tbe  rather  and 
tht  Bob.  It  WBi  not  omlttMl  becauae  I  am  at  Tarlauce  with  the  doctrlnea  of  oar 
Cbnreh  npoa  tbia  point.  Far  from  It.  But  I  did  nnt  tbink  It  aecesBarj  to  mention 
tnrj  point  In  auch  a  brief  Compendium.  Inaimucb  aa  I  am  accualomed  to  elaborate 
■pan  all  Iheac  points  In  mj  catechetical  Initcuctlon,  eipecllni;  tbat  other*  wbo 
■Irht  teach  from  It.  would  do  tbe  (amc.  Ilowcrer,  I  am  prepared  to  fulfill  the 
nqnlrementa  of  the  Rct.  Clasals :  end  for  that  purpose  I  hare  already  eompoaed  an 
■ppnidlT.  which  can  be  Imwrted  at  the  end  of  tbe  book.  In  thia,  I  hare  treated  the 
t*lBt  aboTC  referred  to,  by  Itself,  that  I  mlibt  eonclnelTely  ihow  my  aonnd  ortliodoz 

Should  the  BcT.  Claaala  ludRe  that  tbe  book  of  MarahaJI  (on  Sanctlflcatlon)  does 
Btt  btlonic  under  tbelr  Jucladlctlao,  I  ihall  be  realimed  to  their  declalon.  I  hare 
ttrinB  to  keep  watch  over  the  pure  doctrine.  I  thick  In  common  with  many 
Vtbodox  theoloKlani,  that  It  Is  not  In  accordance  wlib  our  Confeislon  of  Faith.  I 
b(Te  the  I^rd  will  abide  with  bis  people  thrannb  ills  Xplnt  of  truth,  that  he  may  he 
'■onfalped    in    spirit    aod    In     truth  ".      AlthnMsb     1     undiratnnd    the    aentlmenta 

opniaed  In  that  t>ook.  [a  the  EnRllsb  lanRUREC.  ypt,  alnci" inform* 

Mlhat  It  I*  alao  eiiant  In  Dutch,  I  would  feel  srcntly  nbliKcd  to  you,  it  you  woald 
nd  a  fiutcb  copy  to  me.     I  will  itladly  pay  tbe  charccs  upon  It. 

A*  retard*  the  condition  of  our  Cburcb  affairs,  we  forwarded  thp  record  of  our 
mcMdlDn  before  the  receipt  of  tbe  Acta  Rynodl.  The  opposition  of  the  so-called 
Cbmdi  still  continue*.  And  It  especially  grlcvPi  my  colleaeiie  iKIticmal  and  myself 
I*  Me  that  our  new  Colleague.  Laidlle,  Join*  with  them  In  tbelr  Insubordination  to 
tW  Ber.  Claaats.  This  produce*  much  discord  in  our  CoUBlstory.  and  prevents  the 
Rtrdae  of  brorberly  tove.  I  do  not  underaland  how  thins*  can  eo  on  In  this  way; 
Ital  Dilnlsters  In  the  aame  ninfn-eRatlan  sbould  be  at  variance  with  encb  other  npoa 
m  haportant  a  point,  as  proper  subordination  ;  for  an  Independent .  we  cannot  call  a 
kvther  under  the  constitution,  much  less  treat  him  as  brother  In  matters  relatInK 
Is  the  Church,  or  Its  consreitatlons.  How  shall  this  turn  out?  We  hope  that  the 
■n.  Classls.  In  rrcrue  of  liir  nutliorlly,  will  Interfere:  ollierwise  I  apprehend  ireat 
teord  amonic  os. 

farther  I  htg  the  conlinnance  of  your  friendly  and  brotherly  correspondence.  I 
iB  BOW  oUtced  to  lay  down  my  pen,  on  account  ot  lack  of  time.  WiahlDg  yon  all 
mspetlly.  I  remain. 

Ber.  Sir,  and  blithly  esteemed  Brother. 

Yonr  Bev'a.  bnmble  eerrant  and  brother, 

[•ambertni  De  Ronde. 
lb*  Tatk.  October  18,  1TS4. 

P.  i.    Do  net  taka  tt  tmlm  In  at,  that  I  recommend  to  jtm  tta«  tncVowA. 
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Church  of  New  York. 
Exchange  of  lots.     Thanks  for  ornaments. 

New  Tork,  October  18,  1764. 
Consistory  held  etc 

It  was  resolved  to  exchan^  the  lot  now  in  possession  of  Mr.  Jno.  Croek,  for  the 
one  which  the  said  CroelE  has  bought  of  Philips,  bordering  upon  the  chnrch  yard; 
and  that  writings  be  reciprocally  given  for  the  said  lots.  And  that  after  tke 
exchange,  Philips  shall  still  be  allowed  to  rent  the  said  lot  till  it  shall  be  reQnired 
by  the  consistory ;  and  that  his  building  thereon  shall  then  be  removed. 

Ordered  that  the  President,  in  the  name  of  Consistory,  give  hearty  thanks  to  Mr. 
Recorder  Simon  Johnson,  Cornelius  Clopper  and  Jufvrow  Catharlna  Lawrence  for 
their  candlesticks,  or  copper  keronen ;  and  to  Mr.  Anthony  A.  Rutgers  for  hii  dltl 
hands,  for  the  use  and  ornament  of  the  New  Church. 

Signed  etCn 

A.  UldUe. 

Indemnities  for  Those  Involved  in  Church  Litioatio5. 

Vaults. 

New  Tork,  October  Slst,  176i 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

The  deed  of  Charles  Philips  for  the  lot  of  ground  opposite  the  church  jvt 
bordering  on  Kerk  street,  was  examined,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  the  Protocol 
For  the  value  of  said  lot,  a  deed  was  given  to  Mr.  Jno.  Crock,  for  the  ground  which 
he  has  now  in  possession  from  the  church ;  so  that  these  lots  are  mutually  exdusfrfi 
and  the  said  Crock  has  satisfied  Philips  for  his  lot. 

It  was  thought  proper  to  request  the  incoming  new  consistory,  to  give  to  the 
I>ersons  who  have  been  arrested  by  Abel  Hardenbrock,  a  proper  writing  under  the 
seal  of  the  church,  relieving  them  from  all  costs,  which  now  or  hereafter  may  to 
incurred,  on  account  of  the  civil  process  in  defending  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
our  constitution  at  the  election  of  consistory  in  1763.     [See  Jan.  7,  1765.] 

It  Is  further  thought  fit  that  the  persons  who  have  bought  or  may  yet  hoy 
ground  for  vaults  in  the  yard  of  the  New  Church,  shall  receive  good  and  suIBcieiit 
writings  for  the  same,  but  on  the  same  conditions  as  at  present;  and  for  this 
purpose  forty  or  fifty  copies  of  such  an  instrument  shall  be  printed. 

Signed  etc., 

A.  Laidlie,  p.  t  President 

Seats.     The  IlARPEXDirco  Lots. 

New  York,  November  14,  17W. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  William  Lupton  showed  that  he  had  bought  a  seat  in  the  New  Church  for  hii 
wife,  in  pew  No.  . .,  formerly  the  seat  of  her  father.  Brandt  Schuyler;  but  thit 
Abel  Hardenbrock  Jr.,  refused  to  let  him  use  the  said  seat  This  statement  beiif 
considered.  It  was  resolved  that  the  wife  of  William  Lupton  was  the  rightful  heir 
of  said  seat  and  should  occupy  it  unhindered  ;  and  Montanye  is  ordered  to  make  thli 
known  to  said  Hardenbrock,  that  there  be  no  disturbance  herein  during  worship. 

2.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  lease  the  yet  unleased  lots  of  the  ground  of 
Mr.  Harpending,  but  not  finally  until  after  the  consistory  has  approved.  CoBnittoo 
to  be  Jno.  Brevoort,  Evert  Bancker,  Jakobus  van  Zandt,  Abram  Lott,  Sob 
Rappelye. 

3.  That  henceforth,  the  Deacons  in  the  New  Church  shall  rise  In  thdr  pli0* 
without  the  bag,  and  after  the  rekommatie  of  the  poor,  shall  go  out  from  their  pliB* 
to  collect 

Signed  etc 


J 
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I>£SCIUPTIOH  OF  AxBAIfT  AND  MaNNBB  OF  THS  INHABITANTS. 

From  sire.  Qrant's  Memoirs  of  an  American  Lady,  pages  32,  33. 
The  Dutch  and  English  Churches. 

17W — Tbe  citj  of  Albtnr  itretched  «long  tba  luinki  «f  th«  Hudion ;  one  T«rj 

wWe  and  long  itrcet  l>j  p>t>ll*t  to  the  rtvcr,  th«  Id  termed  lute  apaee  between  It 

m»S  the  ibore  beleg  occupied  b;  Kirdena.     A  iiubII  but  iteep  hill  roM  above  tlie 

MBtTC  Of  the  town,  on  whlcb  (toad  ■  fort  Intended   (but  ver;  111  idapled)    for  the 

4ifinee  of  tlie  place,  and  of  the  Delibborlug  couotr;.     From  the  foot  of  tbis  hill, 

•sother  atreet  wai  built,  ilapInK  prett;  rapldl;  down   till  It  Jolaed   the  one  before 

■Mtioned  that  ran  along  the  river.     Thli  street  wai  still  wider  than  the  other ;  It 

«u  onir  paced  oq  each  ilde,  the  middle  being  occupied  b;  public  edlBcee.    The«« 

MBilated  of  a  market-place,  or  gmrd-houie,  a  town  hall,  and  the  BuRlUh  and  Dulcb 

tbnrche*.     Tha  Eni[lUb  chorch,  belonging  to  the  Eplacopal   periuaslon,   and  In  the 

ttMCie  of  the  Bishop  of  London,  stood  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  at  the  upper  end  o( 

tkt  (trect.     The  Dntch  Church  was  situated  at  the  bottom  of  the  descent  where  the 

«r«t    terminated ;    two    Irregular    streets,    not    so    broad,    but    equally    looj,    ran 

putllel  to  those,  and  a  few  even  ones  opened  between  them.     The  town.  Id  propor- 

tbs  to  Iti  population,  occupied  a  great  space  of  ground.     Tbls  city.  Id  abort,  was 

•  Idad  of  seml-rural  eitabllshment :  every  house  had  Its  garden,  well,  and  a  little 

I    Rm  behind ;  befora  every  door  a  tree  was  planted,  rendered  Interesting  b;  being 

cDml  with  acme  beloved  member  of  tbe  family :  many  of  tbeir  trees  were  ol  a 

Vodlelona  ilie  and  extraordinary  beauty,  but  without  regularity,  every  one  planting 

Ik  kind  tbal  beat  pleased  him.  or  which  he  thougbl  nould  afford  the  most  acrcesble 

Aide  to  lbs  open  portico  at  his  door,  which  was  surrounded  by  seats,  and  ascended 

t>  i  few  steps.      It  was  In  these  that  each  domestic  group  was  seated    In  summer 

•talngs  to  enjoy  tbe  balmy  Iwlllghl,  or  the  serenely  clear  mooullght.      Each  family 

W  I  cow.  fed  Id  a  common  posture  at  Ihe  end  of  the  town.      In  the  evening  the 

M  returned  all   together,  of  their  own  accord,  with   their  tinkling  bells  hung  at 

tkilr  sHka,  along  the  wide  and  grassy  street,  to  their  wonted  sheltering  trees,  to  be 

•Ottd  at   tbeIr  master's  doors.      Nothing  could  be  more  pleasing  to  a   simple  and 

tntrolent  mind  than  to  see  thus,  at  one  view,  all  Ihe  Inhabitants  ot  a  town,  wblch 

•Wilntd  not  one  very  rich  or  very  poor,  very  knowing  or  very  Ignorant,  very  rude 

•  try  polished.   Individual ;  to   see  all  these  children    of  nature  enjoying  Id  easy 

'■''Inice,  or  social  Intercourse, 

"  The  cool,  IragraDt,  aod  the  dnaky  hoar," 

d  with  minds  as  undisguised  and  artless.  These 
porches,  grouped  according  to  similarity  of  years 
•W  Inclinations.  At  one  door  were  young  matrons,  at  another  the  elders  of  tbe 
MVlt,  at  a  third  the  youths  and  maidens,  gayly  chatting  or  Binding  tngetber.  wblle 
^  AildrcD  played  round  tbe  treea,  or  walled  by  the  cowa.  for  tbe  chief  Ingredient 
'iWrtrnfal  (upper,  which  they  generally  ate  sitting  on  the  steps  In  the  open  air. 
Ql>  picture,  so  familiar  to  my  Imagination,  has  led  me  away  from  my  purpose, 
*Utli  was  to  describe  the  mral  economy,  and  modes  of  living  In  this  patriarchal 

Otheb  Items  in  1T64. 

Jui.?  Father  Roland  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hist.  N.  T. 
*to.  ed.  rV.  215. 

Ifarch  23.  Philip  Jonathan,  schoolmaster  at  Canajoharie,  to 
*Wm.  Johnson.     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  IV.  216. 

Ivg.  20.  Dr.  Barclay  died.  Sketch:  Dix.  Trinity  Cr.  305-6. 
%t  17.  Mr.  Weyman,  printer  of  Indian  Prayer  Book,  V>  Sii 
'VrnJeintoo.    Doc.  JSiat  N.  Y.  IV.  217. 
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Sept  27.  Montaulc  IndianB  claim  to  be  cirilued  and  Christian- 
ized, and  aat  to  be  treated  as  citizens,  to  hold  lands,  etc.  Doc 
Hist.  N.  Y.  m.  236.  Difficulty  of  getting  reliable  Indian  testi- 
mony,    pp.  237-8. 

Oct  24.  Rev.  Wheeloek  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hist  N. 
T.  IV.  217. 

Not.  27.  Printer  (of  Indian  Prayer  Book)  to  Sir  Wm.  John- 
son.    Doc.  Hist  N.  Y.  IV.  219. 

Dec.  5.  Indians  directed  to  sue  in  chancery.  Doc.  Hist  N.  Y. 
m.  238. 

Acts  ok  the  Depdties.     About  Jan.  1765. 

Supplement  to  tho  Letter  of  June  21,  1764.     Vol.  33,  page  SO, 

So.  349.     This  supplement  is  dated  Sep.  i,  1764. 

II.  To  tblB  letter  wai  addMl  a  wcODd,  dattd  New  Tock,  Bept.  i,  1TC4,  •tgne4  bT 
the  ume  (Rltienia  lod  De  Boode)  Id  wblcb  tbtj  latorm  Di  how  R«t.  Hc^cr. 
minliter  >t  Klnnlno.  eiplaioed  to  bti  coniisCorr  that  the  aoboraiDatlofi  to  th* 
Clanl*  Ii.  b;  Tlrtue  of  Ibe  letter,  (a  copy  ot  wblcb  In  the  EDgllsb  lansuagB  I* 
herewith  encloeedj,  to  be  looked  upoD  as  odc  that  mnat  bare  beeo  agread  t* 
Tolunlarlly.  ConcernlDg  (bli.  tbey  requeat  that  the  Gaaala  aboDid  atat«,  Id  a  word, 
that  It  demand!  no  otber  aubordinatlon — wblcb  la  a  matter  of  couTM — tbao  the  on*- 
wblcb  arrorda  with  thl«  letter. 

III.  Finallj.  a  tetter  to  Rev.  W.  Budde.  dated  Jul;  8  and  Sept.  7,  1T64.  alsmd 
bj  ReT.  Riliema.  Tlila  eontalna.  aa  the  chief  matter,  a  auggeatlon.  that  It  might  b* 
for  tbe  beat  Intcresti  of  the  New  York  cbarcbea.  If  the  Rev.  Claasl*  woald  qaallfr 
two  or  three  candldalea  for  Ibe  aerTlce  In  Ibe  New  Netberland  cbarcbea,  without 
aaalftnlDic  them  to  deflalle  placea  Theae  then  could  be  sent  thither  by  tbe  newlr 
adnpted  oietbod. 

Furtber  -.  a  requent  that  Ibe  call,  aent  In  behalf  of  Qaeeoa  Count;,  ahoold  ba 
offered  In  a  compelenl  person  aa  toon  aa  poailbte :  as  there  la  danger  In  delay  for 

CiirKCii  OK  Xew  Vokk. 
Tho  Iluqiondirig  lots.     Kev,  Do  Hondo's  limise.     Indemnities. 

New  York.  Januarr  7,  170S. 
Conslstnrr  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  The  list  of  the  tirounds  Outs)  of  llarpendlng  wii  preiented.  Bj  thla  the  half 
lol.  ot  No.  m.  and  the  Inl  No,  14.  appeared  In  |>osseBBlon  of  Jno.  Cowdry.  It  waa 
agreed  thai  lie  iihiml<]  hold  tliem  to  the  ypnr  1T'I>,  sad  par  £10.  Tearty  free  of  all 
taxes.  Ni>.  tU  Is  built  upon  with  three  bousi'a  :  it  was  resolved  to  aell  tbe  prcmlaaa 
to  tbe  bliibpHt  bidder,  who  Bboll  pay  £ir>.  srouad-reat,  yearly,  to  tbe  church.  No, 
90,  a  pnrt  i>r  Ibe  lol  occupied  by  Mr.  Norlriip.  had  £10.  a  year  for  two  year*  offarat 
for  It.     This  was  ncrced  la. 

2.  BIncp   L 

•aya:  iteaoiv 

3.  Jospph  I'aalalnR.  belDK  Indebted  betweeo  £40.  and  iSD.,  Ino.  de  PeyaUtr  la 
directed  lo  take  ■  Bond  for  It. 

4.  Domlne  de  Ronde  lugKested   to   the  conaUtory   that  ha   woald  Uka   to  dmtk 
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■■■tn  Ib  tha  dtj,  and  raqnetted  Uum  to  ptOTlde  him  ■  hoan.  To  thti  thaj 
rtpUed  thit  ba  mmt  look  oat  (or  a  bonM  for  falmvelf :  ind  pay  for  It  oat  of  bis 
■■laiT.  according  to  wbat  tb*  fonalitorj  had  given  ;earl;  for  aalarf  and  honat  rant. 
Tbe  naolntjon  of  the  eonalitarj,  October  Slit,  1764,  reapectlng  tbe  IndemDlfTlng 
«f  the  eonalator;  of  tbe  rear  1T08,  wfaOM  membera  were  arrested  by  Mr.  Abel  Harden- 
bvack.  was  taken  op  b;  tha  Sallog  Conilitorj.  It  waa  molyed  to  give  them  a 
writing  of  liidemnlt7,  and  In  tba  action  asalnat  Bardcnbrock,  a  coniinlttea  waa 
appointed  to  fee  tha  lawjen,  and  defend  the  cborch'a  canae  to  tbe  uttennoat. 
COBmlttee:  PblUp  LiTlncaton,  Jno.  Breroort,  Abtabam  Ixitt,  lahobna  Tan  Zant, 
a»d  any  others  whom  th«r  may  reqaeat  to  aid  them. 

8lxn*d  etc., 

J.  Bltiemft,  p.  t.  Prealdeat. 

New  Tork,  January  . .  ITQS. 


Domlne  Keni,  the  mlnlater  of  the  Bl^  Dnteh  Chareh  In  thia  city,  ] 
raqiwt  that,  ainee  the  wall  of  their  chareh  had  given  waj,  ao  that  they  coald  not 
hold  ■errlee  ther«  without  eitrame  danger,  tbey  might  aaa  oar  church  between  the 
llBea  of  worship.    ThIa  was  agreed  to. 

Tike  committee  oo  tbe  law  aolt  reqaeated  that  money  might  be  borrowed  by  the 
Tiaa*arcr  for  the  fee*,  alnea  there  waa  nothing  io  tbe  treaaury.    TbU  waa  agreed  to. 

J.  B. 

Acts  of  the  Ciasbis  op  Amstbbdau. 

Letters. 

1765,  Jan.  8th.    Art.  5.     The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  rea  Exteraa  have 

nceived  a  bundle  of  papers  and  letters  from  New  York  dated  Juno 

7,  and  Sept«nber  1764.     Also  eight  days  later  a  second  package  of 

letters.     Subsequently  still  a  third  package  of  letters,     xiv.  19,  20. 

Acts  of  the  Ci^ssis  of  Amsterdam. 
Letters. 
1765,  Feb.  4th.  Art.  8.  The  Eev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  re- 
port that  they  have  received  a  letter  from  New  York,  from  Kev. 
Bitzema,  dated  October  3,  1764.  In  thia  the  subordinate  Assem- 
U»  (Conferentie)  requests  permission  to  qualify  some  candidates, 
ud  as  such  to  send  them  over,  and  at  the  same  to  advance  the 
Honeys  necessary  therefor. 

The  Olassis  judges  that  they  must  be  answered  that  their  re- 
^■ert  in  respect  to  sending  over  the  candidates  is  indeed  granted ; 
ktthat  in  regard  to  the  moneys,  the  Classis  itself  must  ask  certain 
pvties  hereabouts  (for  permission  in  respect  to  this  matter.)     xiv. 

»,a3. 

(Ds  Roin>B.     IIardenbero.     Meyer.     The  Coetds.) 
■-■I     Art.  8.    A  letter  from  Rev.  de  Ronde  of  New  York,  d&tei 
I  Ollttvi^  1T04,  In  which  he  professes  his  orthodoxy  as  to  ftve. 


3972  ECCLBUABTICAL  Recokds 

1T0S 

doctrine  of  the  Froceasioo  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  He  will  expl 
himself  more  fully  in  regard  to  it  Id  a  coDcluding  note  (to 
book),  and  send  over  a  copy.     (See  Acts,  April  2,  1764.) 

A  letter  from  Jacob  Rntsen  Hardenbei^,  President,  and  Da 
Marinus,  Clerk,  dated  October  3,  1764,  (of  a  Coetus,  held) 
Hackensack,  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  effect  a  "  Church  Fedi 
tion"  (with  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands,)  owing  to  cerl 
reasons,  stated  in  that  letter  at  length.     (See  letter.) 

The  Classia  jmlf^-s  that  the  four  Messrs.  Dopulati  should  d 
confer  with  oaeli  other  more  fully  about  this  important  mat 
and  also  consult  with  other  brethren  who  may  be  acquainted  v 
this  whole  businees ;  and  also  if  it  be  deemed  necessary,  to  e 
council  of  an  intelligent  Inwvcr,  (about  the  legal  relations  c 
Dutch  Church  in  a  British  Colony,  seeking  to  form  a  "  Fedi 
Union"  with  its  Mother  Church  in  the  Netherlands;)  and  if  ] 
sible  to  bring  in  a  report  (pre-advice)  at  the  next  Clas-sis;  ; 
then  finally  to  write  a  letter  to  the  same,  (the  Coetus.) 

A  letter  from  IIennanu.s  Meyer,  of  Kingston,  dated  October 
1764,  embracing  matters  of  the  same  import. 

Tlif  Rev.  Oepp.  read  a  letter  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York  wl 
was  approved  to  be  forwarded,     xiv.  2H, 


TiiK  Cj.a- 

IS   UK 

Am 

STEr.D 

AM    TO    THE 

CoSfEEEXTlE 

;,  Feb.  A 

ITO, 

\\ 

)L. 

31,  Pai;e  2 

3C>,  No.  ] 

51. 

To  the  Rer,    A 

Bsemblj 

of  1 

a\n\ 

Iter 

■  and  Elder*  aobordinate 

to  the 

Rev.   Class 

Rev.  Sirs  Bad, 

Much-lieloTed  Brethren  :— 

Ist.  We  Inform  jou 

that 

we 

ha< 

rt  received  tbe 

tollowInK  :- 

A.  Prom    tbe 

lalD    Bubordliinii 

p    tn    lUe    a 

lawle, 

Ol    WritlDBB.    801 

:he 

latter  part  of 

In  the  begin 

Nov 

packasp,   e 

Re*i.   Rltiema 

Ijj-  Ihe  aulh 

orltj   1 

5f  the  mini 

and  Elders  sul 

wrdlnm. 

Cli 

iBBiB  Qf  Amater 

dam,  dated 

1-ork.  June 

1764.     We  e«i 

pi  ot  Ihat  Aiai 

■mblj.  after 

thoae 

who  call  ( 

mItm  tbe  Coet< 

UH    hkd    ' 

iBkcc 

1    IflB 

iTe. 

[See  June  20. 

1784.] 

We  received  alio  two  oilier  packaKea  In  addition : 

a.  The  flrit  on  Nov.  15.  1764.  with  the  proceeding  of  cencnre  apon  Rev. 
Hovenberg,  with  all  the  document!  belonging  to  that  case:  atao  a  letter  of 
[lame  date)  of  the  Rev.  aenClemect.  Frjenmoet.  Merer  and  Cock,  dated  JdI;  2S,  1 

b.  A  second  package  which  we  received  Dee.  IB,  1T84.  coatalnlng  a  call,  [ 
bi  be  flited  brl  the  Bev.  Clsrali  o(  Amaterdam.  dibt  br  autborltj  of  the  Cm 
torle*  of  thB  fonr  combined  congreKallons  of  Ponghkeepsle,  Fiahklll,  [NewJ  Hae 
MCfc  and  Hopewell,  wltb  the  reqneat  that  the  Claaalg  woold  fpMdtlr  «appl7  t 
trlOi  «  iMmed  and  ploo*  m\D\it«t  it^o  Um  accepted  ntlthfalij  tbe  traa  Chi 
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Order. — Thli  docDment  wai  accompanied  by  a  long  letter  from  Rei.  J.  C.  Prj-enmoet, 
datMl  PoaRhkeemle,  Oct  8rd  1164,  containing  ■□  account  of  the  noloo  of  the  four 
eoDicrrxailaiix.  aad  how  they  had  rent  over  the  cnTI.  with  mony  Inducempnta. — In 
addition  to  tbla  we  received  a  letter  on  Jan.   10,  ITO.-j.  wrUlen  hy  Revs.  Hltiema 
ud  De  Ronde.  and  dated  New  York.  Oct.  3  A  13  (7|  1703.  In  which  they  reflueated 
na  to  aend  over  aome  qnalltled  persona  for  the  ministry  In  New  York.    This  also 
(iTca  ua  aaannnce  aa  to  De  Ronde's  views  In  reference  to  the  Holy  Hpirlt. 
n.  Vre  hni-e  rpcolved  frnra  the  brethren  who  call    thpniBelvoa  the  Coetus, 
On   Jan.    8,    1T85,   ■   packase.   encloBloc   a   letter   In    the    Name   of   Ibe   Coetu*   of 
Srw  Tort  and  New  Jeriey.  Hnd  slBaed  by  the  ncntlemnn  narilPnlwrit  and   Marlnus, 
ant  Blood:   (?)   In  our  Coplua  at  I!ackpn»ai-k.  Ocl.  3.   1TG4,  nltli  Bome  papers  con- 
talnlnjc    tb*lr   plans.     At    that   time    the    Classls   nlso    received    a    letter   from    llcv. 
BardentterK.   dated  Rarlun,   Oct,    I'J.    17(14. 

Od  Jan.  27,  1765  the  Classls  recelred  n  icHer  from  Rev.  Ilernmn  Meyer,  wrltlne 
In  bla  Individual  capacity,  dated  Kingston,  Ocl.  2.1.  17<M.  All  these  dncuiocots 
bsTC  more  or  less  reference  to  the  commun  lent  Ions  of  the  CliBSlB  ot  Amsterdnm. 
^1(4  Jan.  lltb  snd  Oct.  3rd  1703.  concemlnK  the  dlfHcultlea  which  are  by  no 
■earn  new.  and  to  which  we  had  already  noticed  alluelons  In  your  letter. 
ZBd  Our  answer  to  all  the  above  mentioned  topics  here  fnlloirs : 
A.  Concerning  your  own  communication  and  the  brethren  who  remain  siibotdl- 
■atc  to  OUT  Classls. 

Ib  iteDeral.  It  was  s  matter  of  Kreat  Jay  to  us  that  ynii  adhered  to  the  resolution 
m  the  Clssals  and  Synod,  notwllhatandine  the  delay  of  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  al 
!(anh  Holland.  Those  were  sent  early  enoiiEb.  hut  did  not  reach  yoii  as  soon  a* 
(key  atiHht.  But  It  was  n  matter  of  grief  to  us,  that,  although  all  the  brethren 
(■nabled  together  both  of  the  Conferentle  and  of  (he  Cnctus.  [.Tune  ]fi,  1714. )  the 
iMtet  soon  withdrew  on  acconnt  of  certain  conslderBtloni  which  they  thought 
nt[ht  Brst  to  be  referred  to  the  aassls  and  to  the  Synod.  Thus  all  our  elTorta 
anig  labors,  and  the  former  resolntionB  and  acts  of  approval  of  both  the  Classla 
Ud  th*  Synod,  have   resulted   In   nothing  whatever. 

Te  were  eapeclally  astonished  at  the  conduct  of  the  Rev.  Leadley  (I.ald1le).  He 
ted  received  a  plain  eipreselon  of  opinion  from  ns  concerning  the  dnty  of  aub- 
srthiatlan  to  the  Classls.  lie  bad.  moreover,  Higned  the  Formulas  of  t,'nlty.  and 
Ttsnlird  to  keep  up  the  correspondence  with  the  ClanalB.  This  wai  proved  hy  th» 
■nUemenlary  action. 

<bir  respecred  collea^e.  Rev.  Budde.  was  astonished  at  your  alatement  a*  to 
■kit  Bev.  Ilardenberg  bad  said  In  reference  to  bis  opinion  as  to  the  brethren  of 
tte  Coetoa.  Bnt  snch  a  statement  Is  quite  opposite  to  the  feeling  of  bis  heart  as 
»rtl  S)  the  ntlerances  of  his  month.  Indeed,  he  snid  Just  th"  contrary,  that  tbe 
tnthren  who  remained  subordinate,  performed  their  duty.  lie  was  a>so  Informed 
tn>  Dtrecht  that  I'rof.  Rlstman  had  never  said  aoch  a  thing  as  you  mention, 
"wly.  (hat  Prot.  Bonner  had  eiprea«ed  himself  on  this  matter,  no  eipressed  no 
Ion  except   on   the  subject   of  subordination. 

general:  The  Classls  will  (111  (he  csil,  of  the  four  congregatlona.  for  a  mlnla- 
hot  at  present  there  la  no  opportunity  to  do  so.  as  no  qualified  person  has 
W  t>-en  found  willing  to  go  to  New  York.  This  Brieves  ua.  We  have  l*en  not 
>  Itnie  sniloui  about  the  Call  of  Queens  County,  sent  us  loni;  ago.  We  had. 
Mttd,  found  a  certain  person,  and  the  call  had  been  presentrMl  to  blm  ;  hut  wa 
•W  SBb«]nenlIy  under  the  necessity  of  wltbdrowlng  It  again,  on  sccoiinl  of  a 
*Sldon  which  arose  concerning  his  bad  character.  This  ended  this  effort  to  send 
I  itallOcd  person  to  the  churches  of  New  York  for  the  present ;  yet  we  will  cheer- 
hUj  fuinil  the  renuest,  especially.  If  you  will  take  It  upon  yourselves  to  Supply 
"^ -aouey  throngh  some  ot  your  corresjiondenrs  outside  of  Classls, 

order  to  overcome  the  difflcnlty  of  finding  suitable  persons,  we  have  Inserted 
n  tdrertliemeDt  In  "  Tht  Boekaial  ••  that  there  was  vacant  churches  In  New  York, 
M  that  emllB  were  In  our  possession  ;  (hat  we  desired  to  learn  of  those  who  were 
■Dhl  to  offer  themselves  for  tbis  field.  We  also  added  that  the  divisions  existing 
kfttaareh  mftde  the  call  the  stronger  and  louder.  "Come  over  and  help  ds." 
'"I  h  Prfn«nca  to  yo^r  request  In  behalf  of  the  well-educated  young  gentleman, 
-^  tWiMll.  who  la  not  strong  In  henllb,  the  Classls  will  not  oppose  It.  A.B  a  ^Toot 
*  l«  ftscroolty,  abe  will  admit  him  to  the  Holy  Servltre,  praying  Qod  to.  qiu,VUi 
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In  reference  to  the  accusatione  bronght  np  against  Ber.  Berliryck,  tbe  Oioif 
Is  onable  to  form  a  Judgement  Inasmuch  as  he  Is  a  Coetos  brother.  The  cliemB- 
stance  that  the  Sobordlnate  Assembly  (tne  Conferentle)  has  censored  thirty  dlflOv 
ent  households,  without  due  form  of  process, — ^thls  Is  a  matter  that  needs  to  bi 
Investigated,  and  If  they  are  not  proven  guilty,  they  must  be  restored. 

The  Classls  approves  the  Act  In  reference  to  the  miserable  Van  Hoembeif. 
Our  advice  Is,  If  he  does  not  repent,  the  censure  must  be  eondniMd;  but  dt  sot 
bring  matters  to  a  final  deposition  before  he  has  gone  to  extremes. 

In  reference  to  the  case  of  the  old  minister,  Erldaon,  who,  by  his  conduct  ku 
rendered  himself  useless,  the  Classls  cannot  consider  his  case,  as  he  does  B»t 
belong  any  more  under  their  Jurisdiction.  Before  the  grave  closes  over  his  gnj 
head,  may  God  grant  unto  him  the  spirit  of  true  humiliation,  with  reoonelllttioi 
through  the  blood  of  Christ. 

B.  In  reference  to  the  communication  of  the  Coetus  brethren,  and  the  new  mUr 
ters  of  consideration  proposed: 

The  Classls  might  rightly  hold  herself  to  the  resolution  passed  upon  tboM 
brethren,  expressed  In  the  letters  of  Jan.  11th  and  Oct  8rd,  1703 ;  but  we  wQl 
encourage  you  (them?)  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Subordinate  Assembly,  wUcfe 
maintains  Itself  In  Its  present  position,  and  from  which  there  has  never  been  aar- 
thing  required  Inconsistent  with  the  civil  oath.  An  objection  about  such  a  matter, 
with  all  the  alarm  excited  In  connection  therewith.  Is  Indeed  far-fetched. 

The  Classls  has  determined  once  again  to  give  her  opinions  on  the  matten  of 
consideration  suggested  by  the  brethren  of  the  Coetus ;  but  this  time.  Anally,  •>< 
<on  condition  that  they  will  send  us  a  (final)  answer.  But  attention  to  this  hu  ■• 
far  been  postponed.  Inasmuch  as  we  received  the  letters  of  the  Coetus  bretlixci 
too  late  to  attend  to  them  at  this  session.  But  this  duty  will  be  performed  tt  tbi 
next  meeting  of  our  Classls  In  April,  when  a  final  decision  will  be  given,  which 
we  will  also  communicate  to  you.  At  any  rate,  brethren,  you  may  hold  yonnelfv 
to  our  former  resolution,  and  shape  your  action  thereon.  The  Lord  who  gomtf 
all  hearts,  and  who  knows  the  thoughts  of  our  souls,  the  God  of  peace  isd  fi 
good-order  In  his  house,  grant  you  peace  In  t"  ^^^^ngs,  and  grace  In  order  thttjo* 
may  have  peace.     May  He  ever  be  with  y    •  you  steadfast,  that  yon  bU 

abound  In  every  work,  knowing  that  our  •        not  be  In  vain  In  the  hot^ 

Grace  be  with  you. 

We  remain  with  all  respect  and  brotheny  u^w..  o,  Rev.  Sirs  and  Much-belof«l 
Brethren, 

Your  obedient   servants   and   brethren, 

Wlnoldns  Budde,  Depp.  Cl.  h.  t  Prteili. 
Job.  Kalkoen,  "        "    "    "  Scribe. 

In  our  Classical  Assembly, 
Amsterdam,  Feb.  4,  1705. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Archibald  Laidlie,  Fib- 
4,  1765.     Vol.  31,  Page  229.     Xo.  152. 

To  Rev.  Archibald  Leadly,  minister  at  New  York, 

Rev.  Sir  and  Beloved  Brother : — 

Notwithstanding  the  satisfaction  which  the  Classls  feels  at  the  seal  you  hti* 
exhibited  in  the  Church  of  New  York,  she  would  have  been  still  more  pleased.  If  I* 
had  personally  corresponded  with  our  Assembly.     We  wish  this  all  the  more,  beetoM 
we   have   learned   from   letters   that,   instead    of   unity   with    the   Ber.  gentlciMi> 
Rltzema  and  De  Ronde,  in  seeking  to  heal  the  divisions  which  exist,  and  which 
the  Classis  expected  of  you,  you  have  actually  withdrawn  yourself  from  sobordiBi' 
tlon  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     But  was  it  made  plain  to  you  when  yon  startrf 
for  New  York  that  you  were  to  remain  subordinate  to  us?     Did  you  not  snhserlbi 
our  Formulas  of  Unity,  as  is  the  custom  with  all  ministers  when  about  to  he 
installed  in  distant  countries?    Did  you  not  promise  to  keep  up  correspondence  with 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  ?    At  any  rate,  the  Acts  of  the  Classla  of  Deesmber  S, 
1763,  a  BeaaloD  presided  over  by  Rev.  De  Lange.  cannot  err  In  this  matttf ,.  aid  thV 
read  aa  toUowB : 
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"lit  Sa^l»h  mlnliUr  De  I.ongiUTlIIe  ti^ethar  with  hti  coLlMsne,  after  tbe 
MMiC  iTM  pTaaoniiecd,  ezblblted  to  thli  Anembly  [nitnunenta  at  dlsmrialon  of  the 
Itr.  Lndlr,  Irem  the  OoUeatuM  QuaKfaetiim,  uiil  from  the  Ensltah  Couilitorr  at 
IMIil,  M  well  >■  fcom  the  Clseali  of  WHlcheren.  All  the«a  doeamenti  «rar* 
WUtetory.  We  raqnnted  further  that  the  lald  Be*.  Archibald  Leadl;  ihoDld  be 
kM*lM  here  (In  Amaterdam)  far  the  holj  lerTlee  of  the  Charch  of  New  York. 
TW  IweiiiMj.  OD  th«  (roDDd  of  the  reaolation  of  the  Clanla  of  Oct  8.  1768.  approved 
U.  Th«  Pmldent  offleltted  at  the  Initallatlon,  after  which  the  Formula*  of 
tWt7  were  alpied  by  the  uld  mlnlater,  whereby  he  promtaed  to  keep  up  the  eor- 
lafiBdRice  with  the  Clawl*  at  Amiterdam." 

Dmt  Brother,  the  itate  of  affalci  being  each  aa  It  la,  the  CUmI*  hopea  yon  wilt 
himan  of  yoiir  ward.  I«  the  chann  of  dlacord  not  wide  enough  alreadyT  What 
in  te  the  end  of  each  Teiatlont  and  wlekedneaaT  Oh  1  that  all  would  bwnlllata 
IWimliri '  tbat  crery  hill  and  monntaln  might  be  leveled,  and  crooked  waya  be 
MltMralght!  The  Lord  jctant  that  yoar  heart  may  be  tncllned  to  work  for  pMce 
■I  nity.  WItb  thla  deiire,  we  remain, 
Taora  with  reipect  and  affection. 

Conaider  aa,  Iter.  Sir  and  BelOTed  Brother, 
Iq  the  name  of  the  Clanla  of  Amsterdam, 
Toar  obedient  eervants  and  brethren. 

WlDoldna  Bndde,  Depp.  CI.  b.  t.  Praeala. 
Joh.   Ealkoen,  "        .4    m    m  gerlba. 

hnrClaaaleal  ACMOibly,  Amaterdam,  Feb.  *,  ITSS. 


TsiGlassis  of  Am8TB»dam  to  Rev.  L.  Db  Ronde,  Feb.  4, 1765. 
Vol.  31,  Page  230.     No.  153. 
T»  BtT.  Laubertaa  De  Rood*,  Hlnlater  at  New  Torh, 
bi.  Bti  and  Brother : — 

tbe  Lord  be  yoar  8nn  and  BhIeTd  aa  well  aa  yonr  Oreat  Reward  1  In  the  mldat 
«  Ot  oany  bad  reporta  whlth  we  hear  from  New  York,  the  Claaala  waa  bappf  to 
■Mn  a  vrltlnK  from  yoar  hand,  dated  New  York,  Oct.  18,  1764,  which  reached  oa 
^  19,  ITSS.  Tha  Claaata  la  MtlaQed  wItb  your  poiICIon  rcapectlng  that  Important 
*«trtM.  the  "  Proreaalon  of  the  Holy  Ohoat  from  the  Father  and  the  Bon."  We 
■>*  pitued  with  the  atatementB  wblcb  yon  make  on  this  aubject.  We  expect  from 
M  Kill  profonnder  productlona  and  a  "  System  "  of  more  comprebenstre  grasp. 
^'  QMik  yon  also  tor  being  satlalled  with  the  opinion  whicb  we  expressed  on  tha 
^  tf  Rev.  Hanhall  <on  SanctlllcBtloD).  Thla  book  with  one  In  the  Dutch  Ian- 
Mr  *e  send  yon  as  a  brotherly  present,  thougb  a  small  one. 

*Mld  that  many  brethren  In  (the  Province  of)  New  York  were  of  tha  same 
^Ml(  dliposltloD  which  we  discover  In  your  writings.  Thua  loving  the  Lord,  they 
"■Id  Kek  more  eameatly  for  peace  and  truth.  Uay  the  Lord  enable  you  atlU 
*°n  twplf  to  aympathlae  with  the  eroanea  of  Zlon.  and  beatow  yon  wisdom  and 
vm.  hi  order.  If  poaalble,  to  enable  you  to  help  bnlld  op  the  broken  walls  ol 
'**M1«D.    With  thla  hope,  we  remain, 

Yonr*  srith  respect,  and  consider  onraelvea, 
Ber.  8lr  and  Brother 

In  the  name  at  the  Clasala  of  Amaterdam, 
Yonr  obedient  serranta  and  brethren, 

Wlnoldus  Budde,  I>epp.  CI.  b.  t.  Praesla. 
John  Ealkoen,  "        "     "    "  Sctlba. 

hwciaaalaU  Asaembly,  Amsterdam,  Feb.  4,  1760. 
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Testimony  as  to  a  Cebtain  Sermon  of  Rejv.  H.  Meter,  of 
Kingston,  by  Certain  of  his  Opponents.     Feb.  9,  1765. 

On  Feb.  9th,  1765.  hit  text  was  John  XTIII.  12,  13. 

His  exposition  was  that  Jesus  In  consequence  of  the  crafty  consoltatlons  of  Aom^ 
Calaphas  and  the  Jewish  Council  was  taken  bound  and  led  away  first  to  Annta,  tbn 
to  Calaphas.  The  reasons  for  this  were — that  it  was  expedient  that  one  man  dit 
for  the  people,  and  that  these  consultations  were  held  mostly  by  night 

In  his  application  he  said,  that  It  was  a  matter  of  lamentation  that  proceedlogi 
like  these  were  known  among  ourselves,  that  they  held  secret  consnltatlons  tgil&ft 
the  righteous  and  that  with  persons  who  like  Annas  and  Calaphas  had  prevloQiiy 
made  up  their  minds — that  It  was  good  that  one  man  be  taken  by  craft  be  led  tway 
and  bound — that  the  Judges  were  partial  such  as  they  well  knew  would  g\rt  tht 
decision  upon  their  side.  And  the  Consistory  and  Church  were  to  be  comptittf 
with  the  band,  and  chief  and  servants,  and  that  these  consultations  were  held  W 
night  and  by  day  but  principally  by  night  because  they  were  works  of  darkness  lad 
shunned  the  light. 

This  is  about  the  sense  and  import  of  his  words  as  he  uttered  them,  as  oar  slstt- 
tnres  testify. 

Jacobus  Bltlost 
Adriaan  Wynkoop 
Willem  EltlBge. 

Address  of  Rev.  John  Eitzema  to  the  American  CHrRcnK, 
Feb.  28,  1765 ;  When  he  also  Published,  in  Connection 
Therewith,  Certain  Extracts  from  the  Acts  of  thi 
Synod  of  Xorth  Holland,  Held  at  Edam,  JuLt  26-Aco. 
4th,  17C3. 

A  Necessary  Address  to  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  in  tho 

Provinces  of  New  York  and  Xew  Jersev. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  regret.  Worthy  Brethren  and  Sisters  in  the  Lord,  tittt  vt 
learn  that  for  a  long  while  past,  the  decisions  of  the  Rev.  Classls  of  AmsterdsB*  tf 
well  as  that  of  the  Very  Rev.  Christian  Synod  of  North  Holland  held  at  Edtin,  JslJ 
26-Aug.  4,  1763,  have  been  constant  topics  of  general  discussion,  bnt  with  t«7 
little  regard  to  truth.  Those  decisions  related  to  matters  pertaining  to  the  coadl- 
tion  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  in  this  part  of  the  world.  The  discosriotf 
ran  as  if  the  Classls  and  the  Synod  had  arrogated  to  themselves  powers  incompttftil* 
with  the  conditions  here  in  America,  of  loyal  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Brttil>*' 
yea,  incompatible  even  with  the  very  nature  (aart)  of  the  Netherland  Chorch  ittri^ 
And,  by  the  spread  of  such  opinions.  It  has  been  sought  to  perpetuate  the  dlicei^ 
(verwijderingen)  which,  alas!  exist  in  different  communities,  unto  the  Injury  •>' 
confusion  of  many  as  well  as  the  general  disturbance  of  the  peace. 

If  this  state  of  things  were  confined  to  the  bounds  of  our  own  Church,  the  co^ 
sequences  would  not  appear  to  be  so  serious.  But  others,  who  have  nothing  todowtth 
onr  Church  and  its  Constitution,  receive  therefrom  wrong  impressions,  and  thus  hitt 
the  opportunity  afforded  them  to  worry  the  very  life  out  of  us,  [literally,  to  t^ 
into  our  very  bowels,  in  onze  Ingewanden  te  wroeten].  and  even  to  accuse  tl* 
Classls  of  Amsterdam  of  Injustice,  as  well  as  the  Synod.  Nevertheless,  I  am  smbi*' 
that  all  such  as  do  not  wish  to  form  mere  partlzan  Judgments,  bnt  Just  OBe»— vWc^ 
course  alone  is  worthy  of  a  Christian,  if  he  would  not  willinigly  tnbjeet  htasittf  ^ 
the  Just  condemnation  of  God — I  am  sure  that  all  such  must  abhor  tiich  a  eotf*^ 
and  be  convinced  of  the  entire  Justice  of  those  ecclesiastical  dedstoni.  Tht 
Bitf  of  thia  Addreu  has  also  Its  further  confirmation  in  tiuMW 
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ud  la  CDBlIlct  with  tbe  truth,  which  biTe  been  laid  eno  before  iRwyen,  bat  which, 
tatnadtot  reaaoDi.  I  ahall  Dot  noi*  briDg  iDto  the  light 

I  do  Bol  wiib  DOW  to  detain  you  with  a  very  Iodk  Addreu.  mueb  lera  to  review 
*tttt  rev  tbe  Ter;  elaborate  correapoadence  ol  the  Rev.  Claasla  of  Amalerdam,  lo 
nptd  to  these  matters.  Those  lelteri  are  In  our  hands  or  In  the  bands  of  other 
bmlKU.  and  ma;  be  eoanilted  b;  those  wbo  arp  Itilereated  In  them.  Hut  I  odI;  , 
•Ul  lo  say  ibli  murh :  Tbal  our  cburctaea,  Irani  (heir  Hrat  orgaalzation  In  this 
lart  of  the  world,  hare  atood  In  a  relation  of  BubordlDBtlOD  to  the  ReT.  Ctasals  of 
iBtterdam.  Sucb  aubordlnfltlon  hai  also  at  all  tlmea  been  acknowlediied.  without 
tbe  lUgbteat  contradiction,  bj  all  the  churches  in  both  these  FroTlnces.  aa  maj 
MiUr  be  Bhown  rrom  Innumerable  Jettera. 

Wben.  then,  the  request  was  made  that  an  Bcclealastlcal  Aasemblj  mieht  be  beld 
h  tbli  eounti7.  sucb  ■  one  aa  actually  existed  for  many  years  under  the  name  of 
*Tbe  Coetua ",  and  In  wblch  no  buslneas  was  Co  be  handled  except  auch  aa  waa 
■ilelly  ecclesiastical,  »  that  Unity  of  Faith,  and  Purity  of  Doctrine  and  Dlaclpllne 
■Itht  be  conseryed  among  us — wben  that  request  was  made,  the  Rer.  Classla  of 
iBUterdom  which  had  always  considered,  and  docs  yet  consider  us  as  belouKlUK  to 
hn  Body.  did.  ss  esrly  ss  tbe  year  1T39,  kIto  iwrmlssion  to  bold  sucb  an  Assembly, 
Int  snder  the  following  express  conditions : 

"Thai  care  must  be  taken  that  In  sucb  Coetus  no  Judgment  should  be  passed  on 
the  doctrines ;  and  neither  should  a  preparatory  nor  a  Bnal  examination  for  candl- 
dates  and  ministers  be  beld :  foe  these  were  matters  which  tbe  Synod  of  Dort  had 
fe^WTfd  for  the  action  of  the  respectlTe  (glasses."  etc. 

Now  was  not  the  Coetus  actually  orcanlied  upon  that  baata?  Have  not  all  tha 
brethren,  without  dlsHoctlon.  wbo  have  been  united  wKb  us  in  thai  one  Body, 
■ihacrlbed  to  these  condlllnns.  tOEether  with  the  other  Articles?  Yea.  have  not  four 
■f  the  brethren,  three  of  whom  are  ellll  IItIhb.  showu.  or  at  least  desired  to  ahow, 
"■Mi  aiiproTKl  of  that  auhordlnatlon,  by  aubscrlblne,  when  the  Coetus  Book  waa 
P>*etd  Id  tbelr  bands.  allhouRb  the  dlaniption  of  our  dear  Churcb  of  tbe  Fathet- 
'vifl.  bad  already.  In  fact.  beeuQ — have  they  not  ahowa  that  they  were  Inclined  to 
'^t  aubordloatlont  I'm  tbey  subacrllied  to  those  Articles,  wblch  constitute  "Tbe 
''OBdaDieDtal  Rnlea  of  the  Coetus."  together  with  the  laler  legislation.  Nevertheless, 
ttoM  same  brethren  do  now,  with  other*,  oppoas  the  dcclilon  of  the  T«rj  B«*. 
t^rbtlan  Synod.  What  elae.  then,  are  they  doing,  except  (o  prove  that  they  have 
UMBdoned  the  accepted  Confeaalon?  And  altbongh  they  do  not  publicly  seek 
■Mlilanee,  (En  lo  geen  hulp  in  de  poorten  loeken)  yet  they  cause  (he  almpla- 
Hadtd  to  nnderstand  that  tbey  are  oppreased  Id  reference  to  their  Chrlatlan  liberty. 
VcTcrtbeieaa,  the  Ber.  Claaala  and  the  Synod  demand  nothing  elae  than  la  eon- 
Mataut  with  onr  Conatitutlon.  (Conatitutlel,  and  to  whieb.  every  one  when  entering 
I     ■••■  the  Saend  Miniatrj,  or  In  Joining  the  Coetus,  hound  himself,  eonarmlng  It  by  a 


I  not  those  brethren,  notwlthatanding  the  fact  that  they  had  solemnly 
to  tbe  contrary.  Ilcenae  tour  candidates,  two  of  whom  are  now  engaged 
I*  the  active  service  of  tbe  mlnlatry.  and  two  of  wbum  have  dledT  And  we  are  now 
MM.  for  the  aake  of  peace,  to  recoKUlxe  them.  This  request  we  have  never  wltb- 
**Wd,  (tegmgestaan),  settine  forth,  however,  tbese  limitations,  that  sacb  proceed- 
ha  But  not  lie  repeated.  But,  how.  then,  can  a  reasooahle  person  consider  II  an 
hlutice.  If  the  Rev.  Claasls  withdrsws  from  correspondence  with  tfaoae  wbo  ars 
*>ntlng  to  abide  In  the  fellowship  of  that  Church,  to  which,  for  the  malutenanca 
«IMd  Order,  they  voluntarily  bound  themselves  by  thplr  subscriptlonT  I  boldly 
■in  that  there  la  no  Injustice  therein.  For  the  Rev.  Claaala  does  not  peraecuts 
^OM  in  this  matter,  but  only  declares  what  It  thinks  of  auch  persona.  If,  now, 
kkliiuia  can  persoade  themselves,  and  churches  are  willing  to  SEree  with  them, 
knsover  from  a  National  Church,  to  an  Independent  Church,  we  allow  that  (be 
^"■•Ibillty  for  sncb  a  step  rests  with  themselves.  If  tbey  do  not  appreclste  tha 
^Vt  of  Bucb  a  conrae,  we  wish  from  tbe  Inltom  of  our  hearts  that  they  may  coma 
kM  it,  and  recover  themselves  therefrom  before  It  becomes  too  late. 

ta  Mme,  perhaps,  may  say,  that  they  are  not  under  tbe  same  bond  of  obllgatloD 
■  n  ai«^  b«aia«e  the  ministers  who  have  been  ordained  by  them,  and  those  wbo, 
Ite  tbM  to  Una.  may  be  ordained  by  tbem.  have  not  subscribed  to  those  Articlea. 
Bb  la  atao  th*  caM  with  some  who  came  In  later,  and  who.  jinAiabVi,  ^&ic  stA>- 
MM  !•  MBM  BcelMl«*t/ca/  Jndlettvit  beet,   In  this  cmntn  *,  Viat  U  ^  ctTta^a 
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minister  wrote  ne  tbat  he  bad  orsulaed  ■  new  ehnreh,  «b  tte  iMiIa  of  the  8]«od 
of  Dart  and  the  FormnlM  of  Unity  of  the  Nethecland  Ctinreh.  bat  nndv  ■  Ckvick 
Jndleetorj  of  thla  anintry.  Be  that  m  It  maj.  Let  them  be  Inde^endiatn  wh* 
deelra  It  But  we,  eertalnlj,  moat  he  cartfol  how  we  reeofnlie  thBi  aa  brathraa 
of  oar  Order. 
•  It  Is  tot  aaoh  reeaooa.  then,  Bretbren  and  Blalera  In  tha  Iiord,  that  we  hereby 
eommonlcate  to  too  thU  whole  baalncea  ta  It  waa  dlacoaaed  and  dedded  In  the 
Brnod  of  North  Holland,  (In  1T8S).  We  hope  that  the  elteet  may  be  that,  erm 
If  the  brethren  who  dllFer  from  □■  shoald  penlit  In  their  pnrpooe,  the  conirecntlona, 
nerertheleee,  may  be  enabled  to  Judge  of  tbeae  mattera  for  themaelvee ;  and  that 
they  refrain  from  apeaking  erll  of  thaae  whom  they  maat  all  recognlie  aa  "  Pnthera 
In  Chrlat  " ;  and  whom  they  mboald  obey.  In  the  I/ord,  aa  those  who  hare  ao  long 
watched,  and  are  atlU  watchtng  for  tbe  welfare  of  oar  ehnrehea. 
I  am.  with  all  reapect, 

Toora  In  onr  Lord  Jeeoe  Christ, 

New  Tork,  Feb.  SS,  1T«5. 

AbTIOLB  4rTH  OF  THB  AcTS  OF  THE  SyNOD,   1763. CoHUISSIO^T 

OF  Ret.  Jacob  R.  Hardgnbero  to  the  Stnod,  and  Appoint- 
ment OF  Committee  to  Report  on  his  Request. 

Qerenpon  the  Kev.  Jacob  Bntse  BardenberE.  T.  D.  H.  of  Old  Barttaa.  In  K»v 
Jeraey,  waa  admitted.  HI*  Bet.  wae  prodded  with  proper  cradentlata  from  tha 
Church  there.  He  then  preeented  a  certain  reqaeat  to  thla  High  Chnreh  Aaaambly, 
which  waa  farther  urged  In  a  letter  from  the  aald  Coetna. 

The  Investigation  of  thla  matter  was  referred,  with  the  content  of  tbelr  Noble 
UlgbtlBcsaei,  to  a  Committee.  eoDslatIng  of  the  Bevi.  Van  Boyen,  Tan  ftaaiiii.  Van 
Eycken  and  Haowen,  beildea  the  repreaentatlre  tldera  from  Haarlem  and  IHiikliiija^ 
These  gentlemen  were  roQueeted  to  faror  thla  Aaaembly  with  their  advice. 

Aeticle  48. — Report  of  the  CoMMrrrBE. 

Tbe  Committee  appointed  to  loTeetlgate  tbe  altatra  of  tbe  Cbnrdi  of  Haw  Tatk, 
of  which  mention  has  been  made,  report  to  tbls  High  Ber.  Chnrch  AaaemNy,  that 
they  bare  read  tbe  docnments  placed  In  their  handa  concerning  thla  matter,  by  the 
worthy  Ber.  Johannes  de  Lange.  Bitraordlnary  Deputy  of  tbe  Claaala  of  Amatardui: 
and  have  tbe  honor  to  offer  thit  adrlce  to  thla  Synod,  after  they  haTa  glvan  •■ 
account  of  what  waa  done  In  committee. 

The  Action  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  ;  also  Certain 

docijmexts. 

I,  Aa  to  the  matter  relatlTe  to  tb*  proposition  of  thoae  who  atlll  style  tbamsalTes 
the  Coetus: 

1.  They  were  Informed  Id  the  name  of  the  Claaala  of  Amaterdam,  aeeordlng  to  a 
resolutlou  of  tbe  Clauls.  ol  Oct.  4(h,  1T62.  Act  6.  of  the  scorn  and  dledaln  put  upon 
tbe  Clanle  and  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  by  Johannes  Leydt,  mlnUter  at  New 
Brunsirlck,  In  New  York.  (New  JereeyT).  In  a  pampblet.  entitled  "True  Liberty  tba 
Wny  to  Peace",  nubllabed  In  Pbltsdelpbla.  In  tbe  year  1T60,  according  to  Chnrch 
Ordrr.  after  prerlout  eiam  last  Ion.  Among  mBoy  otbera,  some  leadloK  paaaagea 
were  read  to  Ihcm.  Thpee  tbe  Rev.  Cleiili  cooalgne  to  tbe  bosom  of  tbe  very  Ber. 
Synod,  leavlnR  the  Judjtmpnt  thereon  entirely  to  the  Synod. 

2.  There  waa  alao  read  to  tbem  tbe  advlc*  ot  tbe  Depotlea  on  hivlgn  AXairs  W 
the  Claasli  of  Amaterdam.  In  the  milter  of  Ber.  Jacob  Butse  Hardeaberg,  mlnlstec- 
«r  Old  Earltan  In  New  Netherland.  The  main  Import  of  thla  la  aa  follows:  ThaK 
tbe  said  Rer.  Hardenberg  appeared  btfote  Uie  Bcv^kUeia  on  Forelsn  ASali^  ••  ■!«> 
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■■tMquwitiT  he  was  praiDt  Id  the  Cluila  tmmedlKtelT  precedlog  tbli  STiiod,  and 
««■  rnniUhad  with  letten  of  aathorlt;  from  tboae  mlnlitera  who  itlll  itjrEe  tbem- 
mItm  the  CoatDB.  Theae  were  ilgned  by  Bamnel  Verbrjek,  PrealdenC  aad  Jahannea 
Lafdt,  Beeictary,  mlaistera  at  Tappan  and  New  Bruniwlek.  Bj  vlrtae  of  bli  tald 
OmibImIob,  Iw  pr^CMd  to  tham  tba  loilowlof  qnevUoD : 

Pboposition  of  tue  Coetus  to  the  Classis. 

WbMbtr  tbe  Claaill  of  Amaterdam  mlKht  not  reaoWe  to  cnange  the  Nlw  Tork 
OnMoa  Into  a  CUiala.  with  power  to  Jlcanae  eandldatea  and  ordain  mlnlitera  In  that 
Mnnlrr;  and  alao  whether  tba  Cltwli  would  not  adrlae  the  ConfereDtla  Aaaemblj 
to  fa*or  the  chania  of  tlia  Coetna  Into  a  Clasali :  glTlng  ai  a  reaaoo  (or  aucb 
taqoeata,  that  thla  wonld  be  the  beat  meana  for  potttoc  an  end  to  all  the  allanatlona 
and  dlTlalona  there,  and  of  again  onltlnit  the  mlnlatera  and  Cooalatorlea  in  that 
coautrr  Into  one  Bodr. 

Tbe  Depntlea  IutItib  eameatlj  conildered  this  propoiltlon,  wera  (aalvo  mellorl)  itf 
opinion  that  the  above  mentioned  regu«ita  could  not  b;  an;  meana  be  crapted. 

1.  ~  Becanee  thla  bnilnen  la  already  "  Judicata  " ;  that  thla  project.  dcTlaed  bf 
certain  onca  In  New  York,  to  change  the  Coetua  Into  a  Claaili,  and  alao  to  eatabllah 
aa  Academy  there,  bad  been  already  rejected  both  b;  the  Clasala  of  Amaterdam  In 
l«Q  emphatic  lettera,  the  on*  dated  Dee.  9.  ITCS.  signed  by  Sera.  W.  PejETera,  Preal- 
daat,  and  R.  Schntte.  Bcrlba :  the  other  dated  April  6.  tTS6,  algned  by  Reva.  B. 
8«batte.  (Prealdent),  and  J.  Boahoop.  Bcrlba.  It  baa  alao  been  rejected  by  the  Synod 
i(  North  Hollaod.  which  emphatically  eonflrmed  the  action  of  tbe  Clasala  In  the 
nan  ITU  and  ITST." 

I.  "Bccaoae,  ainee  that  time,  no  change  for  the  better  haa  occurred,  wblch  might 
aen  the  Clatala  to  ehacRe  Ita  opinion  ;  bat,  on  the  contrary,  mattera  have  become 
■Mb  wotae :  for  the  ailenatlona  and  dlvlalona  have  very  mneh  Increaaed,  and  the 
Wttenuaa  between  the  two  parties  has  become  greater:  Indeed,  to  aucb  an  extent, 
ttat  Bar.  Laydt,  In  his  pamphlet,  above  mentlond.  haa  not  hesitated  to  treat  with 
Kon  and  to  Injure  moit  painfully  tbe  Claaala  of  AmsterdBUi  and  the  Bynod  at  North 
Balland.  At  the  aame  time  ba  malntalna,  la  every  way.  that  the  Coetua  haa  tbe 
■WU  to  II«enae  and  ordain,  thui  trying  to  deitroy  all  aubordlDatlon  to  the  Claaala, 
til,  hutead,  to  Introdnce  a  condition  of  complete  Independence." 

tl  reply  to  thla  pamphlet,  (he  Conferentla  Aaaemblj  haa  publlahed  another.  In 
lUa,  tb«  S«r.  Leydt  Is  not  only  oppoaed,  but  the  right  to  Ilcenae  and  ordain  for 
ttatctnreh,  la  acknowledtied  to  belong  to  tbe  Claaala  of  Amaterdam  alone. 

Tlty  alao  declare  themeelvea  perfectly  aatlaQed  In  remaining  subordinated  to  tb* 
Chali  of  Amaterdam ;  aad.  In  a  letter.  re<iueat,  that  tho  Clasala  would  pronoDllc*  A 
kal  Icelilon  on  Ihla  whole  bualneaa :  declaring  that  otherwise,  they  would  be  com- 
PdM  ta  addreaa  themselvea  directly  to  the  Synod. 

Actios  of  the  Class  is. 

Wer  mature  deliberation  tbe  Cloasla  took  action  In  that  matter,  and  charged 
iMAipiltles  to  commnnlcaEe  the  same  In  two  lettera;  one  to  the  Conferentla  Aaaem- 
Hf,  lad  one  to  tboaa  who  atyled  themaelvea  tbe  Coetus.  The  Deputtea  dlacbarged 
UAaly,  and  In  both  lettera,  aho*ed  In  detail,  that  the  Claaala  of  Amaterdam  alane 
*—  the  right  to  Ikenae  and  ordain  for  tbe  New  York  churchea.  and  that  that 
Omh.  and  alao  tbe  Coetua.  are  legally  aubordlnited  to  It.     This  waa  proved:— 

1-  "  From  tbe  old  "  Conatitutlon  "  wblch  governed  that  region  when  It  waa  andar 
Iki  control  of  tha  Wect  India  Company.  At  that  time,  It,  like  all  other  colonlea  ol 
M  Company,  waa  anbordlnated  to  tbe  Claaala  of  Amaterdam.  and  received  from  It 


1  'From  tba  condition  In  which  that  region  remained,  after  It  came  under  tho 
l"Mt  «(  Greait  Britain."  For,  at  the  Surreoder  of  that  region.  Bept.  S.  1Q64,  tbe 
IHiialil.  waa  eipreaaly  atlpulated  and  azreed  to :  Art.  8 :  "  The  Dutch  realdenta 
iMAtU  retain  and  enjoy  liberty  of  conaclence  in  Religion  and  Church  DlacVvVVoC 
Jit  U:  "All  pabllc  documents  and  proof*  retatlDg  to  any  one's  \t>betVt&nc«.  ot 
diaeoaMte  or  orpban'a  court,  flinll  be  cnrelully  preaer^ei  *1 
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thoM  wbo  have  them  In  charie."  Id  thia  Mme  mndltlan  tbla  ration  eonttrnMS  br 
Ttrtue  of  tbc  dellnltc  Peace  Treatj  between  tbe  King  of  Oraat  Britain  and  their 
BIgb  HlKhttnen**.  the  State*  General,  In  tbe  rear  166T.  Art.  9. 

S.  "  li'roin  tbe  l<^o<3Biiiental  Article*  upon  which  the  Coctna  was  allowed  utd 
otgBDtied.  In  tbeae.  It  waa  eipmalr  atlpnltted  that  It  ahonld  ranatn  aabMdIaaUd 
to  tbe  Claaala  of  AmKerdani." 

4.  "  From  tbe  cooataot  practice  and  acknowledgtmcDta.  eten  on  the  part  of  thooa 
of  New  Vort.  connrmed  by  the  action  at  the  Sfnod  In  the  jeara  nTiO.  ITST.  ITSS." 

D.  "  For  all  tbeae  reason*  tbe  Deputies.  {sbIto  mallorll  da  rmoWe.  Ihit  the  ClasalB 
mast  not  onl;  now  perelsl  In  III  views,  but  also  not  In  any  reapect  depart  tbcrcfrom ; 
and  that  It  ongbt  (o  anuouace  tblg  fact  to  Rpt.  Hardeuberg ;  and  alao  add,  that  Id 
caae  tbe  Coetua  was  detcrmlaed  to  proceed  In  the  course  slread;  pursued,  tbe  Claaala 
would  be  compelled  to  break  off  all  correspondence  wllh  them,  and  to  leare  them  to 
tbemaelTea :  ao  that,  should  tbe;  at  in;  subsequent  lime,  experience  tbe  Injnrlona 
conaeqaence*  of  tbeir  aeparatlon,  tbe;  would  bive  tbennelres  only  to  blame,  and  to 
unable  to  make  tbe  excuse  that  tbey  bad  not  been  warned," 

Tbla  reported  advice  (he  Classl*  of  Aroilerdaoi  adopted  b;  a  unanlmon*  vote^  and 
cbansed  It  Into  a  Cla**lcal  Reaolutlon. 

Letter  From  the  Cosf-erestie. 
The  Committee  ad  titnc  cBuiam,  bare  alao  read  a  letter,  dated  Jane  S,  ITdS. 
written  b;  Rot.  lohannes  Rltiema.  minister  at  New  Tork.  to  the  name  alao  of  hla 
Calleague.  De  Ronde  and  two  other  ministers.  Van  SInderen  and  Bubel.  the  rat  of 
the  member*  belonftint;  to  Che  ConreTCOtle  Auembly  not  beluK  able,  on  account  of  tbe 
treat  distance,  to  be  present  on  such  abort  notice.      In  this  letter  they 

1.  "  Make  known  tbst  on  the  5th  ol  June  they  had  recelTed.  and  on  the  TOi  had 
read,  the  package  of  letters  scut  to  them  by  the  ReT.  Claaala." 

2.  "They  Ibank  tbe  Rev.  ClasBls  for  tbe  adTlce  fclTen  on  tbe  matter  In  dispute; 
bellerlns  that  the  Rev.  Aeaembly  bad  taken  tbe  matter  In  Ita  vital  spot,  and  tbn> 
paved  the  way  for  Ibe  removal  of  all  dl*sen*lon  "  ; 

a.  "  They  declare  In  so  many  words :  We  desire  to  maintain  no  yoke  of  hamnn 
bondBKe.  but  only  ■'  good  order  ".  according  to  divine  and  bnman  lawa,  to  which  wa 
hBve  In  duly  bound  ourselves :  and  It  It  please  the  Rev.  Claasl*  a*  a  Blsber  Aaaembly, 
to  which  we  are  most  nearly  subordinated,  to  bold  ua  to  that.  It  can  assnre  Itaelf, 
not  only  of  our  sdberence.  without  looking  about  to  any  otber,  but  alao  of  the 
beDeOclal   consequences  which  will   flow  therefrom  for   the  congregatlona  In  theae 

4.  "  They  then  close  with  wlahed  far  bleaslnga." 

PkOPOSITION  of  the  CoeTUS  TO  THE  Stxoii. 

Partbermore.  tbe  Committee  examined  tbe  letter  which  Rev,  Hardenberg  broo^t 
with  him  and  delivered  to  tbi*  High  Church  Aaaembly,  containing  b  certain  propo- 
altlon  ;— 

"  That  (be  Rev,  Coetus.  either  nnder  the  name  o(  Coetus.  or  under  tbe  name  tt 
ClasBlB.  correspoDdluR  and  (nklng  counsel  with  the  Rev,  aaasis  of  Amiterdam, 
micht  be  eccleslflgtlcally  aubordlnated  to  the  Very  Rev,  Synod  of  North  Holland,  la 
such  a  way  thBt  the  foetus  shall  have  the  rljtbt  of  Appeal,  and  other  prlvUefca, 
aloUK  with  other  bodies  beloncluR  to  tbe  very  Rev.  Synod,  as  far  as  the  elrmm- 
staufeB  of  our  Rreat  distance,  and  of  our  belonging  to  another  Power,  will  allow; 
until  tbe  time.  Indeed,  when  tbe  Lord  shall  bave  ao  eutruated  bli  newlj  planted 
Vineyard  la  theae  region*,  that  It  mkbt  be  neceesary  to  organise  Synodleal  Aaaem- 
blles  here  (In  Amerlcs)." 

Views  of  the  Committee  on  This  Peopobition. 
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tbeir  bMH^  maj  now  be  dlitlneUj  percclTcd,  namely,  that  of  ETadnallj  bnt  cod- 
tlBaAllT  wltbdrawliic  tbemKlvea  from  tba  ■ubordlnatlon  ander  whlcb  tlia;  atand, 
both  IB  ragard  to  thta  BfDod  In  general,  aa  well  >■  to  tbe  ClaasU  of  Amatcrdam.  In 
parttenlar;  and  finally  of  making  themaelrea  entirely  Independent  The  seatlemeii 
of  the  Committee  cannot  see  tbat  tba  reaaona  for  a  Clatili  adTaneed  In  tbe  letter 


Action  Proposed  by  the  Synodical  Committee. 

They  tire,  tbarefota,  (aalvo  nellorl)  of  optnloo: — 

1.  **  That  the  r«aoliitlon  of  tbe  Rer.  Claaala  of  Amiterdam  ahould  be  adopted  and 
dunged  Into  a  Synodical  Resolotlon,  and  tbat  Rev.  de  Lange  be  thanked  for  having 
drawn  It  np." 

2.  "Tbat  Rer.  (Jacob)  Rutae  Hardenbetg  ought  to  be  Informed  of  tbe  Indignation 
of  thia  HIgb  Church  Aasembly  at  the  affront  and  acorn  which  Rev.  Leydt  haa.  In 
mare  than  one  way,  pnt  upon  tbia  Synod,  aa  well  aa  upon  tbe  Claaala  of  Amaterdam. 
tn  the  little  book  be  publlabed,  and  tbat  even  according  to  Cbarch  Order,  after  pre- 
flona  eiamlnadon." 

1.  "That  the  requeit  made  by  the  aald  Rer.  (Jacob)   Rntae  Hardenlwrg  must  be 


Adoption  of  Tiikik  Tiepout. 


Tbe  Synod,  after  mature  deliberation  upon  tbU  weighty  and  far-reacblng  matter. 
detemlnrd  al  tbe  augKCallon  of  tbeIr  Noble  Mlgbtlaeascs.  to  adopt  tbe  report  of 
tbe  Committee  ad  banc  causam,  with  tbanka  tor  Ctic  trouble  taken  and  the  careful 
attention  given,  and  lo  ebaiiRe  It  Into  a  Sjnodlcal  ResolutloD,  with  the  rcnueat  tbat 
tb«  Preildent,  In  the  name  of  tbIa  High  Church  ABaembly,  would  make  known  and 
(xpliln,  In  emphatic  terma.  tbIa  Bctloa  of  Iheira  lo  tbe  CommisBloaer  of  the  ao-called 
Cottoi,  here  present,  a>  followa : — 

"That  the  requeat  made  by  thoae  of  the  Coetua.  In  the  letter  to  thli  Synod,  haa. 
1>  Urge  part  sprung  from  iKUorance.  aa  to  tbe  renl  conatltutlon  of  Ecclealaatlcal 
iMcmbllH,  Claaalcal  at  well  aa  Synodical,  In  thta  country ;  tbnt  Iheee  are  Inseparably 
aoSMled  with  the  SoverelBnly  of  the  eald  land.  Tbe  Coetua  of  New  York,  there- 
l*K,  btlDg  lubject  to  auother  SoTerelgn.  can  never,  do  never,  either  wholly  or  par- 
tUly.  be  B  IcDualltaenl]  portion  [lid}  of  thla  Synod.  This  Synod  alao  feela  eiceed- 
tagly  Indignant  over  the  acorn  and  dladalu  which  Rev.  Leydt  has,  In  more  (ban  one 
»1J.  put  upon  thla  Synod,  as  also  upon  the  Claaala  of  Araalerdam,  In  Ihe  pamphlet 
RMIihed  l^  him.  [even  though  It  were  laaued]  according  to  Church  Order,  after 
fnlooi  eiamlnatlon." 

"That  tboee  who  call  themaelvea  tbe  Coetua  have  thui  made  tbemaelvea  guilty 
<(  dntatable  Ingratitude  toward!  their  bcoefactors.  who  have  labored  ao  long  lor 
Wt  welfare,  and  have  taken  ao  much  trouble  In  behalf  of  the  churchea  of  New 
IM.  By  thua  acting,  and  by  persevering  therein,  they  give  the  CIbssIs  of  Amater- 
te  ltd  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  ]uat  cause  for  withdrawing  themaelvea  from 
<^  ud  of  breaking  off  all  correspondence  with  them.  Tbey  are.  however,  eam- 
Mf  ethorted  to  consider  well  what  hurtful  and  fatal  coneequencea  will  result  to 
Ita  therefrom,  even  unto  the  damage,  confusion,  divisions  and  rulo  of  their 
^^tA.  Far  all  ibla.  they  will  have  tbemaelvea  only  to  blame,  when,  having  cut 
■taMelve*  off  from  tbe  Netherland  (niurchea,  tbey  deplore  It  when  It  Is  too  late." 

it  tbe  aame  time  the  Synod  again  declare*,  that,  notwithstanding  all  thla.  It 
<v*lns  still  dlspoaed,  aa  does  alao  tbe  Claasls  of  Amaterdam.  If  tbey  will  keep 
liMsiliLa  in  proper  snbordlnattan  to  tbe  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  and  throngb  It  to 
Bk  High  Church  AMembly,  to  do  everything,  and  employ  every  effort  tbat  can  be 
WMIn  to  tbe  welfare  of  tbe  New  York  churchea ;  eibartlng  them  once  miore,  xa 
^  Ml,  (o  lay  kalde  nil  hatred  and  emnity,  and,  all  ol  them,  to  aulU  a«ms«\m« 
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AH  ibli  tb«  B«T.  PTMldcnt  m*a*  koon  to  B«t.  Sudc«bai|  In  «Dvtauie  Mras. 
A  eopT  alio  of  tbU  action  wu  iItcd  to  IiIid,  wblle  •Imllar  coplM  «ra  to  b«  i^t  to  tb« 
■o-eallad  "  Coetn*  "  tad  to  th«  "  Coiif«Niid«  Anwnbly." 


CoNCHrsiON  BT  RiTZBMA. 

Behold,  here,  O  Frlendi,  the  whole  mittei  brooaht  aixler  roar  own  tjtm,  word 
for  word,  ]aat  ai  It  wai  traniaeted  In  Sjnod.  I  mitht  Initl;  add  to  thU.  th«t 
bcrelD  !■  tbe  public  Juitiacatlan  of  mjaelf,  Id  reference  lo  tbe  cbarga  at  Ber.  Lajdt 
concerDlns  that  Baugcrtle*  affalt.  But,  Inaunacb  aa  that  affect*  only  myMlf,  Mtd 
It  aatliaea  me  that  8TDod  baa  Juitlfled  me.  1  ibalt  not  qaoie  their  aplnLou  of  me, 
commendable  though  11  be.  for  I  am  not  teeUiur  laadable  taatlmonlei  from  man. 

Still,  1  win  Dot  coDceal  what  belonsi  to  the  public  matter,  namelj,  that  the  Bmw, 
Claaila,  Id  leudluK  u  the  Acta  of  the  BTood.  wai  pl«a«ed.  In  *n  aecompanjinc  IMtar, 
to  eipreaa  ttaelt  thna: 

"  We  DOW  lend  your  Ben,  herewith  th*  Acta  at  the  STOod  of  North  HollABd, 
recentlj  held,  In  which  jtmr  SeT*.  will  And  tbe  croDDdi  whereDpoa  tta  decUlon  NM^ 
more  taWj  pmested.  Our  requeat  la.  that  tout  Bstb.  will  lend  tbla  Act  to  an 
thoie  brethren  who  remain  aabordlnated  to  the  Claala  of  Amatardau,  and  to  thiM 
0DI7,  alnee  th«  Clsaali  can  do  longer  bold  eorreapondence  with  thoae  brethran  wh« 
have  cat  themaelTca  oS.  bj  withdrawing  from  the  ancient  and  well-fonndad  anbpt^ 
dinatlon." 

That  tbla  agree*  with  tbe  original,  1  teatUr,  by  m;  atgnatnie. 


Germak  Reformed  Cuubcu,  New  Yoek. 
La^Qg  of  the  Conier-stODe. 

New  Xork.  Bth  Hucb,  ITdO. 

BTerTthlng  ha  flag  becD  prepared  b;  the  bolldara,  Taa  Dalaen  and  Pctar 
Hendrlcka,  the  preeent  as  well  aa  the  former  Canalatory,  with  the  member*  ot  the 
congregation  aaaembled  at  one  o'clock  to  laj  the  Brat  atime  of  oar  eald  cbnreh. 
Tbli  took  place  In  the  preaence  of  a  goodl;  companj.  Tbe  itone  wai  laid  bj  our 
pastor,  tbe  Kpt.  Johann  Micheal  Rem,  (bom  In  Uannbeln,)  with  the  worda  of  tlw 
Patrlarcb  Jacob ;  "  Tbla  atone,  which  1  have  erected  to  th;  name,  ahall  be  called 
the  honae  of  tbe  I,ord."  And  lo  conclaalon  tbe  worda  of  Jeaua,  John  4  ;  "  Ood  la  • 
Spirit,  etc."  In  the  bonae  ballt  npon  tbla  atone,  tbe  Word  ot  tbe  Lord  moat  alwaja 
be  preached  trul;  and  talthfullr  according  to  the  Refonoed  doctrine  of  HeldelbnTgk 
and   Bwl  tier  land. 

Foundation  ttonea  were  then  laid  by  every  member  ot  tbe  conalatory  and  con- 
greRatloD  preoenl,  with  the  eidamatlan.  '■  for  ■  Oermao  Reformed  Church  !" 

The  namei  ot  the  Conilatory  under  wboae  aaperlnteDdence  thi*  charch  la  bDlldlng 

JohaoDea  Mayer.  Jobannea  Znrcber.  Helnrlcb  Wlederman.  Helnrtcb  HI II man, 
Helorlcb  Croo.  Henrlcb  IV I II,  HIcheal  Hoaiwirk  and  Jobannea  Rem  my — Bldera. 
[See  Jnlj  SO,  IT05.] 


Conalatory  held  after  calling  o 


CiiuRcn  OF  New  York. 
Burial  Grounds. 

New  Eock.  Uacch  2lBt,  17«S. 
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1765 
■ro^iA    Till*  «■•  acMptcd  and  rifocd  In  the  name  of  tb«  eonilitorj,  and  ordtrcd 
la  b*  Mat  to  tlw  Common  Council  tt  (hi  flnt  opportnnltj. 

Mr.  Walp  CUD*  In,  ind  itated  tbat  the  DeaeoDi  bed  decided  that  tbe;  coold  Dot 
edaUnna  bim  on  tbs  lune  lootlns  upon  wbleb  he  had  atood  before. — recelrlng 
y»rij  from  them  <1(L  above  bli  Income;  he  therefore  teaced  that  he  would  be  that 
math  bttalBd  tbe  eomlni  iDtnan.  He  theretorc  humbly  aiked.  iDBamiich  ai  tbe 
D«t«Ii  aebool  waa  ao  poor,  and  bla  recording  tbe  namea  of  bapdied  children  had 
ala«  cnatty  dimlntahed,  tbat  tbe  eonalatorj  wonld  pleaae  to  provide  aome  other 
WKj.  Thla  tbe  Conaiatorj  conildered  farorably,  and  ordered,  that  Inaamuch  as  be 
had  baea  appointed  Catechlat,  and  Conaoler  of  the  Sick,  the  CIS.  ahoald  on  tbla 
■Muad  ba  allowed  him. 
Btcnad  etc, 

}.  Btbnma,  p.  t  Prealdent. 

New  York,  Uarcb  29,  1765. 
CoaalatoiT  held  aftM  eaUlDs  oa  Qod'a  name. 

iBOtber  petition  to  Um  Mayor  and  Aldermen  wa«  prcaented  tot  a  certain  piece 
ft  (nnmd  befonglnf  to  the  corporation,  which  waa  farther  deacrlbed  In  the  Peti- 
Mb:  whea  It  lay  In  the  Vlakte,  bow  It  waa  bounded  etc.  It  waa  tboosht  St  that 
a  tammlttee  ahonid  b«  appointed  to  preaent  thla  petition  to  the  eooiicll,  and  to 
VM  wttb  them  on  a  committee  of  their  nomber,  on  the  exact  terma,  and  to  report 
tk»iw  to  the  conalatory  (or  approval.  Thla  committee  mnilila  of  Alderman 
Urlijttaa,  Anthony  Ten  Byek.  Bvert  Baneker,  and  Jakoboa  Van  Zandt. 
ilCMd  etc., 

J.  Hltiema. 


C1.ASSI8  OF  Amsterbam. 

Art*  of  the  Deputies.     April  4,  1765.     Call  of  the  Rev.   Isaac 

Rysdjck.     April  4,  1T65.     Vol.  24,  Pages  104-6. 

U  the  Name  of  the  Hoat  High  Triune,   Holy  and  Adorable  Ood.  Amen. 

Imaanch  aa   the  pare  preaching  of  Qod'i   Holy   Word,   In  coQjitactlon    with   the 

*ikf  work  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  la  the  true  meana  ordained  of  Ood  to  lead 

itmn  from  tbctr  mlaery  to  eternal  aalvatlon ;  and  whereaa  ve  have  now  for  a 

iNf  tt>e  been  deprlTcd  of  the  elated  mlnlatry  of  the  Word,  ret  reallie  Ita  oecetBlty; 

n  kire  taken  It  to  heart  to  put  forth  means  to  secure  tbe  aame  : 

Hmtore,  we,  the  anderalgned.  eldera  and  deacoui  of  the  four  combined  conRre- 
Itkai  of  Flahklll.  Poaghkeepale.  (N*«|  Hack^nnaFlc  aod  Hopewell,  In  Dutcheia 
(^ty.  b  the  province  of  New  York,  met  Id  the  fear  of  tbe  Lord :  aod  after  catling 

■  Bli  Holy  Name,  took  Into  eameat  consideration  the  matter  of  a  call.  We  uonnl- 
■iMly  resolved  to  eend  over  and  cbarice  the  Hlgb  Rev.  Classls  of  AmM^rdnm  wKb 
1^  iMIness  of  tbU  call :  that  they  sbould  send  us  a  lawful  Pastor  and  Teacher, 

■  ■urdar  faithfully  among  us  the  sacred  mlalalry  of  the  Gospel,  accordltiji  to 
■^nqilmuenta  of  Qod'a  Holy  Word,  and  tbe  doctrine  and  Churcb  Order  accepted 
M  to  Netberland  Reformed  Chntcb,  accordlnjc  to  the  fjynod  of  Dordrerht  beld 
*»«  Doolno.-  1418-1616: — Even  as  we  do  a!ao  actunlly.  by  ibeae  preaenta.  call 
Ittt  Mne  mlntiter,  wblch  the  High  Itev.  Clasala  of  Amsterdam  aball  send  to  na. 
■M  *bo  shall  with  hli  own  hand  sIkd  tMs  call  In  the  prenence  of  tbe  High  Rev. 
<^al|  or  of  Its  Depatles  ad  Res  Eiteras,   on  tbe  tallowlni;  terms  : 

1'  In  general,  he  ahall  perform  all  the  dotlea  of  tbe  Oospel  ministry,  dlllcently, 
^■Uilly.  and  with  edIflcatloD.  Theie  consist  Id  the  public  calling  upon  Ood'a 
"*>.  ud  tbe  pure  preaching  of  Ood'a  Word,  plainly  eipouading  the  aame.  and 
•*««lly  applying  It ;  In  admlnlsterlnjt  the  Holy  Sacraments  of  the  New  Covenant, 
l^rtlag  to  Chrlat'a  Institution :  In  ererclslng  cburch -disci  pi  Toe.  thus  aslng  the 
•JK  tka  Kingdom  of  Heaveo  dlllRenHy  and  wisely.  In  conjunction  with  the  Rev. 
'^'tMiaj;  ta  vlaltlnK  the  sick;  and  further  In  doing  everytblns  that  belonss  (o 
^  **ea  aad  tba  datr  ot  a  faithful  overaeer,  paator  and  teacher  o(  Jmu  Cbt\Bt, 
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2.  In  particular :  He  shall  serre  these  chorches  In  such  a  way,  that  dorlns  tht 
six  summer  months  he  shall  preach  twice  on  each  Lords  Day ;  in  the  forenoon  oo 
a  freely  chosen  text  from  God's  Holy  Word ;  and  in  the  afternoon  he  shall  tolloir 
the  lead,  (leldraad,  guide)  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism ;  hut  during  the  six  winter 
months,  but  once  (each  Lord's  Day ;)  but  also  on  the  Feast  Days  of  Christmas,  New 
Years  Day,  Easter,  (Paasch),  Whitsunday  (Pinxter),  and  Ascension  IMy,  u  li 
customary  in  the  Reformed  Churches.  He  shall  also  hold  catechisations,  ss  ofta 
as  he  and  the  oflScers  shall  deem  useful  and  edifying.  As  regards  the  presehiof 
turns :  these  shall  occur  in  rotation  from  one  church  to  the  other,  so  that  all  tbe 
four  churches  shall  enjoy  the  exact  fourth  part  of  the  services,  excepting  that  Hope* 
well,  falling  short  in  salary,  the  same  shall  be  made  up  by  Poughkeepsie ;  for  whld 
Poughkeepsie,  in  proportion  to  that  extra  money,  shall  enjoy  more  serrices  than 
Hopewell. 

8.  He  shall  administer  the  Holy  Supper  of  the  Lord  twice  a  year  at  Poughkeepciei 
and  once  in  each  of  the  three  other  churches ;  and  so  much  oftener  as  he  and  the 
Consistory  shall  deem  the  same  to  be  edifying. 

4.  He  shall  perform  house-visitation  once  a  year  in  all  the  four  congregation>t 
^t  such  time  as  it  shall  seem  proper  to  him  and  the  consistory. 

5.  The  Reader  (Voorleser)  in  each  church  shall  keep  a  record  of  the  childnn 
who  are  presented  for  baptism. 

Hereunto,  and  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  same,  do  we,  the  undersigned  DeD- 
bers  of  the  consistory,  both  elders  and  deacons,  promise,  for  ourselves  and  ovr 
(successors)  after  us,  to  perform  and  contribute  on  our  part,  for  him,  so  long  u 
he  shall  be  our  pastor  and  teacher,  as  follows : 

1.  That  we,  by  virtue  of  this  call,  obligate  ourselves  to  pay  to  him  the  lom  of 
130  pounds,  current  money  of  this  province,  yearly  and  every  year,  to  be  paid  tod 
satisfied  from  the  four  churches,  and  In  such  a  manner,  that  Poughkeepsie  sbtU 
contribute  the  proportion  of  41  pounds,  without  any  burden  (of  the  amount)  froB 
either  of  the  other  churches;  In  the  same  way  shall  FishkiU  and  New  liackensack 
each  pay,  yearly  and  every  year,  32  pounds  10  shillings;  and  Hopewell,  24  poundii 
each  church  to  be  responsible  for  Its  respective  sum,  and  for  this  only.  This,  tbe 
preacher  shall  have  the  right  to  demand  during  the  said  period  (of  his  pastorate) 
The  full  salary  shall  begin  from  the  day  when  he  shall  preach  bis  installatioB 
sermon   In   one  of  our  churches. 

2.  He  shall  be  provided  with  such  a  proper  dwelling  house,  and  with  so  mod 
land  for  garden  and  orchard,  in  one  of  the  congregations  in  which  he  maj  cboose 
to  reside,  as  Is,  at  present,  the  minister's  house,  and  the  amount  of  land  with  it 
at  Poughkeepsie. 

The  congregations  In  which  he  does  not  reside,  shall  provide  him,  when  he  c<^tf 
to  perform  service  among  them,  with  proper  lodgment  and  necessary  shelter,  tf^ 
of  charge,  so  long  as  his  services  among  them  require. 

4.  He  shall,  upon  the  acceptance  and  signing  of  this  call  In  the  manner  above 
mentioned,  receive  05  pounds,  to  meet  the  expenses  necessary  for  the  voyage;  •■' 
should  those  expenses  exceed  this  sum,  the  remainder  shall  be  paid  him  oo  ^ 
arrival  among  us. 

5.  He  shall  be  obliged  when  he  accepts  this  call,  to  subordinate  himself  to  the 
High  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam ;  and  also  to  (become  a  member  of  our  subordhiite 
Assembly,  (in  America),  and  remain  perpetually  a  member  thereof ;  or,  if  he  wttk- 
draws  himself  from  the  subordination  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  or  from  otf 
subordinated  Assembly,  this  call  shall  be  null  and  void.  (Thi%  Assembly  ii 
America,  in  this  place,  is  the  Conferentie). 

6.  In  case  any  dispute  should  arise  between  minister  and  consistory  or  eoopt 
gation,  which  may  (3od  forbid,  and  which  they  themselves  cannot  amicably  lettld 
such  dispute  shall  be  referred  to  our  subordinate  Assembly,  according  to  the  dedik* 
of  whicli,  we  shall  conduct  ourselves. 

In  this  form,  and  on  these  reciprocal  conditions,  we  entrust  and  deliver  thii  f^ 
to  that  Rev.  Gentleman  to  whom  the  High  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  shaU  present 
it;  and  who,  in  the  presence  of  the  High  Rev.  Classis,  shall  accept  and  siSB  tt; 
with  the  hope  and  expectation  that,  under  the  blessing  of  the  Lord,  and  the  wi« 
direction  of  the  High  Rev.  Classis,  a  minister  may  soon  come  over  to  ns,  in  thi 
fullness  of  the  blessing  of  the  Gospel.  This  is  our  wish,  and  our  prayer  to  God, 
the  Almigbtj  and  Wise  Governor  of  all  things. 


OF  THB  Btatb  or  New  York. 


%At  tUa  la  OUT  aliicerc  and  baartj  Intention,  wa  atteit,  by  these  oar  sabKrlp- 
IB.    tUa  Iblrd   dB7   of  October,   1T64.     Actnm   at    PouKHkecpBle  on    this   date. 
B.     Tbe  distance  of  tbe  two  tartbcat  ontijlDf  cbnrebea  U  ISfl  BnglUb  mllel. 
Ttm  ilsaed  In  my  praaenee,  ■•  Hodeitttor, 

J.  FrreDmoet,  T.  D.  U. 

a  Kleck.  1 


Jobs  BwaKwont 
John  H«o(t«lllnc 
John  CoDOkllD 
Zacbarlaa  Oanirrck 

ttaae  Blnkerboft 
Gribort  Scbeak 
Koart  Tao  Vottbot 
Bearr   Fblllp 

Dttk  BrinckerfaoR 
Obedlah   Cooper 
Rodolpb  BwartwoDt 
Contad  Dapla 


t  New  Hackenaack. 


!*•  tbov*  call,  did  I,  tbe  nndeTflgned.  artet  hsTlng  » 
■*  nrpoae  tberrot  atcspt.  In  the  fear  of  God,  and  In  I 
l">  CUnlt  at  Asiaterdani. 

(wai  ilEncd) 


Church  of  New  Yoi 


'i^t'ta  of  the  Trial  between  Abel  Hardenbrook,  plolnrtff,  {In  b«half  of  tb«  Dntcb 
fifl»  lo  eatled.)  and  the  Elder*  and  Dena>nB  of  the  Reformed  Protestant 
ttatpfc  Cbnrcta  of  tbe  city  Of  New  York,  deteodaiitii.  tommenced  npon  the  said 
Bdm  and  Deai^ons  refuelnit  tbe  other  members  of  tbe  aald  Cbnrob"  a  "vota 
iMUbDich  oncera-     (See  Not.  11.  1767.] 


Supreme  Coart  In  tbe  City  of  New  York. 

April  Term.  Friday,  26,  1 763. 
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jai7.  out  of  the  panel  which  wat  ttnick  the  19th  inst,  appeared  upon  call,  and 
were  twom  to  try  the  caoae,  namely: 

Samuel  Verplanck,  Thomas  Whlta^ 

John  SUrr,  Cruger,  John  Shoals, 

DaTid  CUrkson,  William  Bedlow, 

Robert  Qriffen,  John  ProToost,  Esq. 

Lawrence  Kortrigfat,  Lewis  PlntaidL 

BsTerly  Robinson,  Walter  Rutherford. 

**After  a  trial  of  twenty-one  hours,  in  the  course  of  which  many  evidences  were 
examined,  the  Judge  gave  the  following  charge.*'  (Omitted)  "to  the  Jury,  to  bring 
in  a  special  verdict  upon  matters  of  law,  to  be  determined  by  solid  argument 
before  the  court,  but  recommended  to  find  three  matters  of  fact  upon  aridoies^ 
namely: 

**lst.  That  the  plaintiff  had  made  a  lawful  demand  of  his  vote  by  Jaeolnis 
Stoutenberg. 

"2nd.  That  the  majority  of  the  members  assembled  on  that  day,  appeared  to  hare 
been  on  the  side  of  the  plaintiff  to  vote. 

**3rd.  That  the  mluister  of  the  Dutch  Church  had  a  vote  in  the  election  for  eldeis 
and  deacons. 

"All  which  the  said  jury  brought  in  accordingly,  as  will  apiiear  by  the  following 
notes,  which  are  exactly  transcribed  from  a  copy  of  Mr.  Bangor,  taken  from  the 
original  verdict  of  the  jury: 

"New  York  Supreme  Oovrt. 
"Abel  Hardeubrook  against  John      ) 

Bogert,  jun.,  Esq.,  and  others.    j[  Notes  of  special  verdict. 


44  I 


The  jurors  upou  their  oath,  on  the  trial  of  the  Issue  aforesaid,  do  find: 

"lit.  That  King  William  the  Third,  by  his  letters  patent,  under  the  great  seal 
of  the  province  of  New  York,  bearing  date  the  lltb  May.  in  the  eighth  year  of  his 
said  MajoKty's  reign,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  1606.  did  grant  unto  the  ministers, 
eiders,  and  deacons  of  the  Refornied  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  the  city  of  New 
York— pn)ut: 

••2nd.  That  the  Lloutenant-Govemor,  the  Council,  and  General  Assembly  of  the 
province  of  New  York,  by  a  certain  act  to  enable  the  minister,  elders  snd  descons 
of  the  Reformed  l*rolc'StHnt  Dutch  Church  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  sell  and 
dispose  of  their  laiidH.  teiuMnents,  ond  hereditaments,  in  the  county  of  Westchester, 
commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Manor  of  Fordham.  and  also  for 
granting  unto  thom  some  further  liberties  and  privileges  for  the  better  managemeDt 
of  their  afTulrs,  and  the  well  onierlng  of  their  said  church,  did  enact— prout: 

"  3rd.  That  his  late  Majesty  King  George  the  Second,  by  his  confirmation  uode^^^.^ 
seal.  datPd  LMth  February,  1755,  did  confirm  the  said  act — prout: 

*•  4th.  Thst  the  defendants  were  the  major  part  of  the  elders  and  deacons  o^^ 
the  said  church  In  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  third  Thursdsy  of  October,  176^^^ 
one  of  the  days  of  election  of  elders  and  deacons  appointed  by  the  said  charter, 
so,  being  elders  snd  descons,  on  that  day  were  assepiblsd  st  the  said  eHordi 
proceed  to  an  election  of  elders  and  deacons  for  the  said  church  for  the  then  ensuix^.g 
year. 

"  5th.  Thst  the  plaintiff,  on  the  said  Thursday  of  October,  176S,  and  long 
was  a  member  of  the  said  church  and  corporation,  duly  admitted,  and  also  a 
in  communion  of  the  said  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  and  an  inhablts-'sat 
of  the  said  city  of  New  York ;  and  so  being  a  member  and  Inhabitant,  did  on  ^^Xae 
same  day  personally  attend  at  the  said  church,  before  the  election,  nominatlc^^* 
or  appointment ;  did  then  and  there  demand  and  require  of  the  defendants  to  perncB  ft 
him,  the  said  plaintiff,  to  give  his  voice  for  electing  elders  snd  deacons  for  t^*^ 
said  church  for  the  ensuing  year,  to  be  chosen  pursuant  to  the  said  charter. 

"  6th.  That   the   said   defendants   did   then   and   there,   upon   such   demand   §J^^ 
requests  so  made,  refuse  to  take,  receive  or  allow  the  voice  of  the  plaintiff  to   "^^ 
given,  and  did  then  and  there  prevent,  obstruct,  and  hinder  the  plaintiff  from  givixs^ 
tJt  vote  at  the  said  election,  for  the  electing,  nomlnstlng,  or  sppointing  ths  eld^s^ 
and  deaeoBB  of  the  said  church  tor  the  yeat  eixsxiVTxt^,  ot  slui  <»t  them* 
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**  Ttk.  nit  th*  Mid  datcuduiU  did  then  and  than  elect,  nomln&ta;  and  appoint 
^Mms  utd  dMCoai  of  tba  Mid  cbarch  tor  the  year  cdidIdk.  tbe  plilatlll  being 
pnaeal  mx  tbe  Mid  church,  without  taklns  the  pUlntllTa  TOte  In  the  Mid  election, 
and  wlthont  prarlOMl/,  or  at  any  time  that  Oaj,  propoalng  or  naminc  to  the  mem- 
bata  or  tlM  idalntUt  attending  at  the  election,  the  pereona  nominated  bj  the  defend- 
ant>  tor  elden  and  deaeoni  of  the  Mid  ehnreh  (or  the  entnlns  year. 

"  8th.  That  of  the  membera  In  eommnnlon  ol  the  Mid  cburch,  and  lahabltuila 
within  the  laid  dty,  then  and  there  attending  at  the  Mid  chnrcb,  tbe  majority 
attending  to  glxa  toIcm  a*  membera  tor  electing  the  elderi  and  deacona  of  the  Mid 
cbnreh  for  the  aofnlDg  year."  (The  reaaan  of  thla  waa,  that  tbe  membera,  on  the 
•Ida  ol  the  ConaUtory,  did  not  tbeo  attend  In  a  body  aa  they  did  the  following 
rear,  to  approTe  ol  the  election.) 

"  9tb.  That  tbe  Dnteh  ehnrchee  In  Holland  are  governed  by  tbe  rule*  eatabllabed 
la  the  national  Bynod  of  Oort,  held  In  1018  and  leiB. 

"  10th.  That  the  Mid  Bynod  of  Dort,  by  the  22nd  article  of  the  Mid  rule*,  did 


I.  Tbat  the  raid  Bynod  of  Dort  did  at  tbe  nme  time  Mlabllah  the  national 
rala  or  eonteaalon  of  faith,  tbe  Slat  article  Whereof  la — pront: 

"  12th.  That  the  DMge  of  the  Dutch  chnrcbea  In  Holland  respecting  electlona  of 
•Men  and  deaeooa  baa  long  been  for  the  elder*  and  deacona,  and  every  minister 
praaent  at  their  election,  to  elect  their  otBcer*  by  tbe  mojorlty  ot  tbelr  volms,  with- 
•at  the  vote  of  other  membera;  and  not  to  propoee  tbe  persons  to  be  elected  eldera 
and  deaeoal  to  the  membera  of  the  cbnrches  respectively  before,  nor  at  tbe  time 
at  the  election,  nor  nntll  tbe  Sunday  next  foIlawlDg  such  election,  when  It  la  the 
aaage  to  publish  tbelr  name*  to  the  respective  congregations,  and  on  tbe  two  next 
sacceedlng  Sundays — Mcb  Sunday  calllnK  on  tbe  people  Co  object  ifnilnet  their 
bHoK  admitted  and  conHrmed.  If  they  have  cniinp ;  aod  the  usage  also  Is.  that  It 
any  good  abjection  be  made  and  supported,  tbe  elders  and  descong  so  objecled  to. 
an  not  admitted  to  the  office:  but  the  Consistory  ludRe  of  the  validity  ot  tbe 
ettjKtlona,  and  If  tt^y  conceive  tbem  ■nfflclent,  proceed  to  a  new  elBFtlon. 

"ISth.  Tbat  If  no  objections  be  made  by  the  membera.  by  Ibe  third  Buoday  after 
OS  sleetlona.  tbe  elders  and  deacons  so  cboeen  are  coDSrmed  In  and  admitted  to 
thdr  respective  otSces.  and  that  they  are  not  elders  and  deacons  unlll  such  con- 
tmtloD  and   admission. 

"Htb.  Tbat  tbe  nuge  and  practice  with  regard  to  tbe  proposing,  conflrmatlon. 
Ul  sdmlMlon.  objecting  against  and  aettluR  aside  of  elders  and  deacons  respectively, 
htht  Mid  Dutcb  Cborcb  at  New  York,  has  hitherto  been  conformahle  to  the  usa^e 
M  practice  of  tbe  chorcbes  of  Hoi lanif  last  mentioned,  and  tbat  tbe  elders  and 
tarODB  of  Ibe  said  Church  In  New  York,  agreeable  to  the  regulations  of  the 
Aitcbea  of  Holland  last  mentioned,  are  not  admitted  to  their  respective  offlcps 
■tn  inch  propoMl.  made  for  three  auccesslve  Sundays  after  their  election,  and 
onDrautlon  tberenpon. 

■IBth.  Tbat  tbis  province  was  conquered  by  the  Dutch,  end  afterwards.  Id  , 

■U  yielded  by  treaty  to  the  crown  of  EiiKlaQd. 


*A«d  the  Jnrora  aforesaid,  upon  tbelr  oath  aforesaid,  dn  further  say.  that  the 
mHati  of  New  York  la  part  of  the  country  formerly  called  New  Netherlands,  and 
**a  before  the  aurrender  of  the  same  to  the  crown  of  Rnglaod.  subject  to  the 
'tttn  Qeneral  of  the  United  Province  In  Europe,  and  was  settled  by  subjecta  to 
t*  Btate*   General. 

'tad.  That  antecedent  to  the  Mid  surrender,  there  were  churches  In  tbe  Ntd 
MMace.  and  that  all  the  churcbM  In  the  Mme  were  supplied  with  minlaten  from 
Ih  United  PioTlnees  of  tbe  national  established  Chnrcb  Ibere.  sent  oat  by  and 
^Alfet  to  the  ecclesiastical  government  of  the  Clsssts  of  Amsterdam. 

'M.  That  tbe  churches  of  the  national  establishment  of  tbe  Mid  United 
'WtacM  tn  Bnrope.  and  especially  those  within  the  district  of  tbe  Mid  Classls. 
^n  alvaya  had  a  succession  of  elders  and  dMcons.  chosen  from  time  to  time  b^ 
'^■■loTltj  Of  the  elders  and  deacons  of  tbe  Mid  cbnrches  t«apect\ve>7,  &n&  m\Ti\v 
^|MMa^  wlthont  tba  roleta  ol  th«  other  members  ot  tbe  HLme  churc^va. 
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"  4tb.  Thit  tbe  Datch  chnretae*  In  thli  eoantrri  uit«eeiluit  to  Um  Mid  inrreiiiler, 
wcra  BO*«iiie<)  In  ■  muuici  eontormnbla  to  tbe  practice  and  mace  of  tbc  national 
«l«bllBb«I  cburrhn  of  tbe  t-Dlted  ProTlncca  In  Europe,  and  the  offlcea  and  places 
of  tbe  elder*  and  deacons  of  the  same  BaTe  alwayi  tieen,  apon  ererj  vscancr  and 
avoidance,  topplled  bj  tbe  election,  nomination,  and  appointment  of  tbe  nuijarlt; 
of  tbe  elder*  and  deacon*  In  offlce,  without  tbe  voleea  ot  the  otber  members  of  tbe 

"  Sth.  Tbat  the  nme  ROTemmeDt,  ouse,  aod  practice^  waa  coDtlaoed  from  tbc 
aald  anrrender,  In  the  Dutch  Cbarcb  of  tbe  clt;  ot  New  York,  ontll  tbe  tame  waa 
Incorporated  bj    tbe  letter*  pateot  aboTe-meDtloned, 

"  6tb.  That  for  above  alitj  rear*  psat.  after  tbe  crant  of  the  aald  lettera  patent 
of  IneorpontloD.  there  had  been  ■  conitant  *ucce**loD  ot  elder*  and  deacon*  In 
tbe  aald  cborch.  ao  Incorporated,  chosen  (or  tbe  time  belns,  without  tbe  toica*  at 
anj  o(  the  other  member*  of  tbe  *ame,  In  tbe  aomlnatlOD  aod  appolntmeot  <A 
elder*  and  deacon*. 

"  Ttb.  And  the  Juror*  atorceald.  upon  tbelr  oath  aforeeald,  do  further  find  the 
■ctlele  ot  capltotatlon  at  the  lurrender  of  tbl*  province  In  the  rear  1604 — proot : 

"  Stb.  And  tbe  Juror*  atore**ld,  npou  their  oath  aforeaald,  do  further  uj,  that, 
accordlnx  to  the  eonalltntlon  and  direction)  ot  the  Reformed  Charcbea  Id  Hollaad. 
approved  and  Inatltoted  br  the  Natlaoal  Brnod  ot  Dort,  tbe  elder*  and  deacao*  of 
the  laid  chureba*  do.  with  the  mlnliter*  preaent,  annoatlr  nominate  and  appoint 
the  next  eucceedliif  elder*  and  deacona,  without  tbe  conient.  approbation,  voleaw 
or  election  ot  any  of  the  other  member*  of  tbe  lald  cbarcbea,  then  bad  Id  the  aald 
BomlnatloD  and  appointment. 

"Otb.  And  Ihe  Juror*  aforeeald.  upon  their  oalb  aforeMiId.  do  tortber  ear,  tbat 
tbe  plaintiff  In  thia  action,  aince  tbe  d«te  ot  tbe  aald  charter,  baa  been  nomloated 
aod  appolDted  three  aeveral  tlmea  to  the  reapectlre  offlcea  of  elder  and  deacon  of 
tbe  aald  Befonned  Ptoteatant  Dutch  Church  of  the  citj  ot  New  York,  bf  the  then 
preaent  eldera  aod  deacooa  of  tbe  aald  chnrcb,  wlthoot  the  conaeot,  approbation, 
voice,  or  election  ol  anr  of  the  other  member*  ot  the  eald  chnrcb.  then  had  In  the 
aald  nomination  aad  appolotment,  which  reapectlve  offlcea  ba  did  accept  of,  aod  act 
In  tbe  execution  of:  and  that  he  baa,  aInce  tbe  date  of  tbe  aald  charter  or  lettera 
patent,  at  three  eeverat  tlmea  nominated  and  appointed.  tORether  wllb  tbe  elder* 
and  deacona  of  tbe  aald  chorcb,  then  In  offlce  witb  him.  and  without  aucb  conaeot. 
approbation,  voice,  or  election,  aa  aloreaald,  ot  the  other  membera  of  tbe  aald 
ehnrch.    to   ancceed  in   eald   reapectlva   offlcea. 

"  lOlh.  And  the  Juror*  aforeaald.  npon  their  oatb  aforeaald.  do  further  aar.  that 
It  waa  the  practice,  uaaite,  aod  cnatom  o(*the  Reformed  Proteetant  Dutcb  Charcbea 
In  the  United  Nerhprlsods.  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  eald  artlctea  of  anrreodar, 
and  of  tbe  Reformed  Proteatant  Dutcb  Church  In  tbe  aald  lettera  patent  ot  Incor- 
poration mantloucd.  ever  alnce  until  the  da;  of  the  exhibition  ot  tbe  plalntUTa  bill, 
for  the  reapectlve  mlnlatera  for  the  time  being  of  the  aald  cburchea,  on  the  three 
Hnnder*  next  mcceedlaK  ever;  mpectlve  nomination  and  appointment  ot  tbe  eldera 
and  deacona  of  the  aald  reapectlve  cburchea.  to  notlfj  and  declare  anch  nomination 
and  appointment  to  the  aeveral  cooKremtlon*  In  which  Ihe  uld  elder*  and  deacona 
were  reapectlvely  Domlaated  and  appointed.  In  order  to  know  whether  anr  of  the 
membern  of  Ibe  aald  churchea  dlnenl  from  or  dlaapprove  of  mcb  nomlnatlm  and 
appointment,  and  In  default  of  anch  dluent  and  dlaapproballnn  to  aet  apart,  con- 
firm,  and  ordain  auch  eldera  and  deacona  In  and  to  their  teepectlve  offlcea. 

"  If  the  law  la  for  the  plaintiff,  we  And  for  the  plaintiff,  and  Ave  ponnda  ten 
ahlUlan    dimaRea. 

"  If  Ihe  law  la  for  the  detendanta,  we  And  for  Ihe  deteodanta. 

"  Filed  zetb  April,  ITSS. 

'■  New   York.    April   SOth.    ITOS. 

"Tbe  precedlns.  wrote  on  eight  paicea  In  folio,  la  a  troe  cnpr  of  tbe  original 
■irectBl  verdict  given  In  the  cauae,  Abel  Ilardenbrook  against  John  Bogert,  Jr.,  and 

•■  Examined  by  . 

Signed.  Go.  Baurar.  D.  C.  C.  C," 
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Acts  op  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
(Isaac  Rysdtk.) 
1765,  May  6th.  Art.  5.  Kev.  Isaac  Kysdyk  upon  a  written 
request  from  New  York,  and  in  pursuance  of  a  letter-of-call  eerv- 
ing  for  that  purpose,  lias  been  called  thither  as  a  minister,  bj  the 
Messrs.  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras.  This  Assembly  approves  of 
this  call,  and  he  (Kysdyk)  did  accept  it  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and 
signed  his  name  to  this  efTect.  Having  also  been  lawfully  dis- 
misaed  from  his  church  at  Egteld,  nnd  from  the  Rev.  Classis  of 
Thiel,  he  requests  to  be  installed  in  the  Sacred  Office,  as  minister 
of  Poughkeepsie,  Fishkill,  (New)  Hackensack  and  Hopewell. 
Sis  request  was  granted  him,  and  this  was  done  with  the  prayer 
for  tiiB  divine  blessing  upon  him.  He  signed  the  Formulae  of 
Concord,  promised  to  correspond  with  this  body,  and  to  conduct 
himself  in  subordination  thereto.  The  copy  of  the  call,  and  tlie 
subscription,  as  well  as  the  recommendation  from  New  York, 
■hall  be  recorded  by  the  Messrs.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras.     xiv.  28. 

(CoETCs  OF  New  York.     Ijof.len.)  ''. 
Art  9.     The  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  make  known,  1.  That 
fliey  have  conversed  together  more  than  once  about  a  proper 
answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Coetus  brethren  in  New  York,  and 
•Uo  with  some  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Classis.     They  have 
I       fonnd  the  matter,  however,  of  so  much  importance  and  consider- 
ition,  that  they  would  rather  postpone  their  pre-advice,  and  their 
letter  of  reply  based  thereon,  until  the  next  Classis,     2,  Further- 
more the  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras  report  that  they  have  extended 
the  call  of  the  four  united  churchps  (of  Queens  County)  on  Long 
Wand  (or)  Nassau,  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hermanns  Lancelot  Boelen, 
"niiister  at  Schoonebeek,  (in  Holland).     He  has  also  accepted  this 
oQ,  and  will  be  installed  in  June  or  July.     xiy.  32. 
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Chubch  of  New  Yokk. 
Repairs. — CoDununioD  Table. 

New  York.  Uaj  Sth.  ins. 
OMMlator;  held  ifter  ealllns  on  Ood'i  aiwe. 

1.  It  wu  nptMeatMl  to  ba  nrcenar;  that  tba  tower  ahonld  be  pololed,  and  alB» 
the  froat  o(  the  church.  Therenpou  It  waa  ananlmomlr  agreed  that  (hli  ahotlJd  be 
done,  and  the  work  wai  commltteit  to  Ibe  Cbnrcb  Uaaten. 

2.  BewilTed,  That  the  Utile  for  the  Lord'i  Bniiper  In  the  New  Cborch  be  eolarced. 
•Ince  elrcomatancea  reanlre  It. 

8.  BeaelTed  to  paint  the  Inalde  of  the  New  Cbnrch;  alao  the  honae  In  which  Lake 
Bomme  llvet,  and  to  alter  the  ebltnnere  a(  the  aaine;  for.  on  aeconnt  of  the  diivlnc 
down  of  the  amoka,  the  dwelllOK  li  made  ancomfortable. 
Blined  etc. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterbau. 
William  Jakson. 
1765,  Jnne  3ri  Art.  7  ad  9.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Nicholas 
IGchel,  residing  io  this  city,  signed  Amsterdam,  June  1,  1766,  to 
the  Re7.  Ealkoen,  V,  D.  M.,  at  Amsterdam,  served  to  cotmnTmi- 
oate  the  fact,  that  the  writer,  upon  the  request  of  this  body  made 
to  him  through  Rev.  Budde,  had  written  to  Rev.  Jakson,  minister 
at  Bergen  and  Staten  Island,  on  June  1, 1764^,  abont  his  bitter  and 
extremely  improper  communication  to  this  Classis.  He  had  re- 
quested him  hereafter  to  send  no  more  letters  [to  this  Classis]. 
The  said  Rev.  Jakson,  however,  had  l>een  sick  for  a  long  time ; 
but  on  Hay  28,  1765,  another  letter  bad  come  from  him,  dated 
Bergen  in  New  Jersey  April  5,  wherein  he  requests  Mr.  Michell, 
in  his  name,  to  beg  the  Rev.  Classis  humbly  to  pardon  him  on 
account  of  the  bitter,  passionate  and  improper  epithets  and  expres- 
sions in  his  letters ;  that  to  the  use  of  these,  he  had  been  incited  by 
others,  to  whom  he  had  imprudently  yielded ;  but  that  afterwards 
he  had  heartily  detested  such  conduct,  and  it  had  appeared  very 
grievous  to  him.  Tt  was  preferable  that  he  should  never  write 
letters  again  to  the  Rev.  Classis  than  to  treat  said  Classis  and  its 
worthy  members  thus.  Again  did  he  entreat  forgiveness  of  Clas- 
sis in  his  letter,  and  hepwd  that  his  conduct  might  not  he  oonnted 
against  him.  The  Assembly  Accepted  these  statements  as  infonna- 
tion.     xiv.  35. 
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I7LA3SI8  OF  AUSTEKDAM  TO  THE  So-CaLLED  CoeTUS,  JuNE  3, 

!5.  Vol.  31;  P.  235.  No.  155.  Kbfebebd  to,  Vol.  24; 
{. 

.  ui  Inttodncton  bj  tbt  CanfcreDUe,  dated  Oct.  11.  1T65.  The;  publlabtd 
glUb  and  MO  Dolcb  copi«.  of  which  oalr  one  Bnsllsb  copy  ts  Dow  fcnown 
atn.     TU*  Ii  In  tlio  ArchlvM  oC  Qeoenl  Brnod: 

iKTROnnCTION. 

M  hera,  th«  Latter  of  the  Rev.  CUhsIs  ot  AmBterdtm,  written  to  tbe  (O-called 

aa  appean  from  [Ita  Addma]  and  It*  date.  It  is  la  answer  to  a  letter  ot 
In  which  the;  ibowed  theli  d I natlaf action  In  reference  to  tbe  decision  ot  tbe 
9t  North  Holland.  The  [Conferentlel  Assemblr  deems  tt  oecesearr  to  pub- 
Is  letter.  In  order  that  thoee,  who  make  It  their  bnslneaa  to  talk  ot  tbeM 

whether  on  the  one  side  or  tbe  other,  mar  nnderstaad  the  true  state  of 
and  what  opinion  ahoold  tw  held  ot  those  who  retnse  to  bold  to  that  relatlon- 

tbe  Netberland  Chorcb  which  their  ancestors  have  always  maintained. 
Iiave  nothing  to  add   In   regard  to  this  letter,  except  to  guard  tbe  reader 

mistaking  the  meaning  of  the  expression  "Tbe  New  York  Chorcb."  Bj 
prvsslon  Is  to  be  Dndetslood.  not  tbe  congregation  only  of  tbe  Cltr  of  New 
■at  nil  the  Dutch  chnrcbea  In  the  Province  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

we  know  what  the  Rev.  Classla  meaQB  when,  near  the  end  of  their  letter, 
7.  "that  Rev.  Frvyenmoel  alio  bad  acted  In  ■  slmUar  waj  at  Poaghkeepsle 
Ion  to  Kev.  Vos."      We  leave  Che  trrnQBCrltieia  to  accoant  for  that, 
■d  [n  the  name  of  the  [Confereatle]  AsBemblr  of  Ministers  and  Elders  con- 
wtth  tbe  Clasila  of  Amsterdam. 

Joan  Rltaema,  p.  t.  President 
I.,ambertns  de  Sonde,  p.  t.  Scriba. 
life,  Oct  11,  ITOB. 

[The  Letter  of  the  Classis  Jdnb  3, 17C5.] 
rm  And  Brethran:— 

letter  of  yonr  Rvra.  came  dnly  to  band. 

:  In  reference  to  the  principal  matter  contained  In  It.  there  la  do  necetsltr 
[Bg  farther  reply.  Because  It  contains  notblng  new,  hat  oalj  repetitions  of 
anenta,  with  which  the  Rev.  Classls  has  been  already  long  enough  annoTed; 
^nae  the  Classls,  In  Kb  Btfectlonale  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  Churvb  of 
ortnce  of]  New  York,  has  already  made  frequent  responses  to  the  points 
1.     For  eiample;— 

lelT  cormpondcDce  with  Rer.  (GnaKems)  Du  Bala,  and  In  special  letters, 
*lrt.  12.  17B7;  April  27,  17.18;  Aug.  20,  1738.  Also  snbaeqnently  In  letters 
>MtiB,  dstsd  April  G,  176G:  Dec.  0,  ITSG;  Jan.  1.1.  1761:  and  to  the  so-catled 
Jan  11,  ITftS.  Besides,  tbere  are  the  [«Bolntlons  of  the  S^nod  of  North 
I  of  17H8,  17E7,  sent  expressly  to  your  Heva.:  and  a  letter  dated  Oct.  8,  1T68, 
I  endoaed  aitrsct  of  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  Nortb  Holland.  17fl3.  By  all 
t,  ronr  Bevs.  oaght  to  have  been  fully  convinced  of  the  gronndlesaness  of 
ntae  ot  action,  and  of  the  propriety  ot  ours,  Nerertheleaa,  to  convince 
r*s.  that  we  desire  to  treat  you  witb  all  love,  we  will  yet  this  once  wrlt« 
IWt  if  this  again  falls,  your  Revs,  must  not  expect  ns  to  write  again. 
"Qotiodnetlon "  to  your  Itevs.  letter  Is  not  exactly  In  a  trtitemal  spirit. 
-on  bvcome  somewhat  earnest  In  dealing  wItb  yonr  own  affairs  In  relation  to 
ditloo  of  tbe  New  York  cbnrcbes,  you  say:— "We  do  not  feel  disposed  Juat 
'  teply  to  yoor  letters,  clearly  perceiving,  etc."  We  might  Jnatly  retort: 
■  not  feel  disposed  to  have  anything  more  to  do  wltb  yonr  Revs.,  cleatly  pet- 
that  jcm  alto,  altbongh  yon  do  not  want  to  acknowledge  It,  Is  to  becom« 
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The  So-Called  Auebican  Ci-assis  and  its  Bbuaitdb. 

Now  as  to  tbe  Icner  liwlf.  Totit  Rer*.  are  bidldlns  apoa  propoaltlooi  i 
lUTe  DO  toDDdatloai.  The  Brat  la,  that  roar  Revs,  are  already  conatltnted  1 
ClaaiU.  and  Ibal  wr  are  BCtlog  trnpmperlr  In  not  acknovledrlng  tbat  fact, 
whence  did  ro"'  Iten.  derive  that  Claialcal  power?  Upon  what  baila  doe*  It 
Yonr  Kevi.  know  thai  70a  have  arroKited  that  poaltloD  to  rouraelrea.  and  thi 
bave  manr  ■  time  ihown  fan  the  inralldltj  of  It.  And  tben,  too.  ttie  Sen 
which  7onr  Revs,  make  opan  the  Classlg.  Id  respect  to  that  position,  we  are  n 
to  ooDi^p;  for  we  ijave  oellber  the  rl^ht  Dor  the  pow^r  to  form  a  aabord 
Cbarch  (bodr  of  cbarrhea)  into  a  Classts.  See  oar  letter  of  Oct.  3,  1TS3. 
caUQOt.  therefore,  nrosn'ie  nhat  you  bnre  dune,  because  jour  Revs,  witlioni 
right,  cnastltutpd  rounelvei  Into  ■  CI  ■■sis. 

The  aerond  point  U.  that  yoar  ReTB.  are  confounding  the  anbordlnatlon  01 
church  or  Assembly  lo  snotber.  be  such  snbordlnstlon  grealEr  or  less,  wit 
nnlawfnl  eicrrlse  of  tyranny.  But  grsdea  of  aubordlnallon  hare  always  ei 
to  every  well-ordered  Churr'h:  and  tyranny  la  repndlatcd  by  us.  even  as  It  Is 
by  Hoombeck  In  his  Bnmma  ControTcrBlsrani ".  page  666.  It  Is.  tben 
nnijrotberly  Id  you  to  charge  ds  with  tyranny,  as  yonr  Revs,  certainly  have 
In  oeveral  paaoages  of  your  letter. 

Bui  yonr  Revs..  Men  snd  Brclhren.  know  well  enongh  thst  we  do  Dot  sei 
lord  It  over  you;  yet  you  should  reoognlie  our  aulhorlly  ss  being  !□  sccort 
with  the  eorennnt  made  by  your  ancestors  with  the  I'Ihh'Ib  of  Am»len1sm, 
wbkb  Is  Bliil  binding.  For.  although  Ibe  Church  of  (the  Province  of)  New 
bas  widely  eitendpd  Itself,  she  must  continue  10  pOKscsa  Ihr  ssmp  general  ns 
and  to  stand  In  Ibe  snme  genenil  rrlntlnn  to  the  Rev.  ClnsBla  of  Amslerdn 
formerly.  The  itev.  CtSBBis  neither  can  nor  mny  cban^e  this  relationship:  bs 
takes   IhiB  position: 

l\'lll  you  attempt  to  stand  alone?  to  beeonie  Independent,  and  call  yonn 
CtflSBis?  That  Ih  somelhlrg  Khiob  does  not  concern  onrseivea  bo  mncb:  no 
errn  If  you  should  call  yourself  a  8yncd.      Only  tben.  we  must^not  be  requir 

to  ns:  but  we  must  regard  you  as  a  hoily,  which.  Intentionally,  and  for  rei 
best  known  to  youmplTCB.  has  broken  off  finch  relationship,  has  separated  froi 
and  which  we  are  coniiielled.  therefore,  to  let  go. 

Tile  paasages  which  you  quoted  are  either  unhappily  ijnoted,  like  those 
ToeliDs :  or  sre  wrongly  adduced,  like  those  from  Iloornbeck  Id  bis  "De  Cc 
Dordmrma" :  in  that  Ihey  have  for  their  basis,  a  •■Constitution"  which  yon 
arrogated  to  yotirwelres.  hut  do  not  really  possess.  And  If  Ibese  things  ac 
Men  and  Bretliren.  why  do  yon  wrong  ns,  and  strike  blows  at  your  brethren, 
tyranny  to  labor  to  prevent  yonr  acquiring  an  irregular  independence?  For 
Independence  which  you  are  evidently  striving  after. 


The  Arguments  of  the  Coktus. 

But  severDl  other  things  are  mentioned  In  your  letter  to  which  w*  must 
■tienlion. 

You  give  certain  reasons  In  anpport  of  your  views.  Ton  lay  tbat  yoo  an 
disposed  lo  argue  from  history,  but  from  Inherent  rights  and  the  authority 
derived.  But.  Brethren.  If  we  would  proceed  properly,  we  may  not  separate 
two  things;  for  In  this  business,  "right"  Is  founded  on  "history".  Por  li 
history  Ilea  Ihe  nature  of  the  relationship  between  the  Church  of  the  Netberl 
and  the  Church  of  New  York.  The  latler  is  located  In  a  country  wbleb  fori 
belonged  to  tbe  Netherlands:  and  which  became  sutiordlnated  to  the  Church  0 
Netberlands.  through  the  control  over  It  of  the  Dassla  of  Amaterdam ;  and  It 
not  DOW  be  treated  otherwlKp  than  according  to  the  nature  of  that  relation 
And  that  right  remalna  Inviolate,  notwlthalandlng  the  tact  that  New  York 
belong)  to  Ihe  Kingdom  of  England.  This  appears  from  tbe  Third  Article  01 
Treatr  of  Peace  of  1667,  alreadj  c\t«a  In  out  letter  of  Oct  8,  I76S. 
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Your  BcTi.  alao  deeUns  to  t>t  iDbordSoate  to  the  CIbmU  of  Amiterdam.  becauM, 
»■  Ton  HT,  tbat  tlioae  wbo  are  ■abordlnate  muit  tiave  a  ilghl  to  a  wat  In  ths 
cewlou  of  Claaala;  but  700  thai  admit  that  yoD  bave  aaver.  hitherto,  been  mem- 
MB.  Now  th*  Claaala  acknoviedBea  that  jonr  Revs,  were  neTer  anch  memben, 
lof  Uluili,  entitled  to  a  aeat  Id  Claaala);  and  aba  alao  ailerta  that  yon  can  nerer 
b«MMne  inch  member*.  8e«  the  letter  ot  Oct  S.  1TG3.  Bnt  It  doel  not  follow 
(bit  yoo  an  not  aabonllDated  to  Claula. 

This  we  aapport  with  bnt  a  ilngle  arsnment  which  reata  npon  yonr  own  prln- 
(Ipla.  Your  Rera.  compare  ^onraelvea  with  other  colonlea  ot  thia  Realm,  Well, 
Doe  other  colonlea  of  tbia  Realm  are  In  aabordlnatlon  to  the  R«t.  Clallla.  bnt 
MB*  of  their  mlnlttet*  are  full  membera,  entitled  to  aeata  In  Claaala:  and  yonr 
BtTL  would  coQilder  It  a  tolly.  It  we  admitted  a  mlnlater  wbo  came  trom  BatSTli 
•r  tUewhere  to  tnll  membership,  with  a  leat  In  Cluala. 

riTthermore,  yonr  Rera.  point  ont  the  neceeaity  tor  more  Dutch  mlnlateTS  amonR 
na,lfyonr  Church  la  not  to  lose  rronud.  Ton  aeaert  that  tberc  are.  Indeed,  young 
Ma.  tut  that  DO  one  wauta  to  take  the  rlik  of  aendlng  them  acroaa  (the  ocean  tor 
Mlutlon).  Need  we  Bj»eak  ot  the  fact  that  the  dealre.  aa  thua  ezprcaaed,  for 
Mn  mlnlatera,  aeama  to  be  limited  10  the  party  deilrlng  IndependenceT  Thla, 
ttWfcr  Dupleaaant  to  bear,  la  the  one  thing  In  your  mind— Independence! 

Vt  woald  alao  remark,  that  If  yon  will  not  rlak  aendlng  orer  those  yonug  men, 
<li>i  (iidlnatloD),  we  cannot  and  will  not  recognise  the  mlulaters  who  bare  been 
■ppMnted,  examined  and  ordained  by  your  HeTi.  as  minliteia  staudlog  In  a  lawful 
'VUrrllon  with  the  Church  ot  the  Nethertandi.  and  so  with  the  Claaala  ol  Amater- 
**a:  yet  soch  li  the  relation,  according  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  the  Consllln- 
tlaa  of  our  Charch,  and  In  which,  they  ought  to  stand. 

Tonr  Beva.  further  atste  that  the  Preabylerlana  are  on  the  Increase,  becanae. 
Ami  Ihelr  Drat  aMtlemenl.  opportunity  was  given  them,  Ibmngh  the  BBslstaDce  of 
I  ■'Cotland.  to  adTlnce  their  young  men  to  the  mlnlxlry:  aiid  your  Revs,  take  ocoaslon 
I  Uentnim  to  reproach  us  for  neglect  In  thla  matler.  Bill.  Brethren.  In  your  own 
I  **■»,  you  wanted  to  aeparate  the  history  (rom  the  Inherent  rlghls:  yei  now.  to  help 
I  «a  your  own  eaae,  yon  appeal  to  the  history  of  the  PresbyterlRns.  as  the  basis  of 
their  right  But  you  must  peirelre  that  this  Is  I  neons  la  lent.  Bnt  be  tbst  as  It 
'  ^*j'-  In  refereace  to  the  planting  of  yonr  Church,  and  your  transfer  to  the  English 
I  UoTcrament,  you  do  not  tbereby  acquire  a  slmllnr  right.  Hence,  the  lllnslratlon 
I      fiUB  tbe  Preabyterlana  does  not  help  yoar  case. 

Puthfnnore,  did  the  Presbyterians  accomplish  Ibeir  work  liy  tbe  assistance  of 
Scotland!  Well,  your  Fatbera  accomplished  their  work  by  the  assistance  of  the 
Caarti  ot  Amaterdant~hy  Tlrtne  of  the  relation  In  which  they  stood  to  thai  t)ody. 
'Va,  slao.  they  enjoyed  prosperity;  bnt  now,  thnt  you  sre  withdrawing  from  that 
«it|liul  aonrce  of  aid,  you  are  rent  with  divers  discords. 


Academies. 

Tm  also  state  that  the  Independents,  the  Episcopalians  and  the  Presbyterians 
"nsdy  bave  Seminaries,  (Eweekscholen),  to  which  tbe  Dutch  are  obliged  to  aend 
*^rtilMren:  and  that  these  are  thus  exposed  to  strange  opinlona.  Bnt  this  must 
*JH  ta  made  ■  teaaon  to  keep  them  there,  but  It  Is  a  reason  to  aend  them  o*er  to 
^Hsndi  for.  If  they  remain,  that  only  serves  to  confirm  them  In  those  principle* 
*|ns4y  Imbibed ;  but  If  they  are  aent  to  Holland,  the  nature  of  the  Conatltntlon  of 
■W  ilew  York  Cbnrcb  can  be  Impressed  upon  them  tor  the  correction  of  their  earlier 
••Wlwdldea*. 

^ta  also  aver  that  the  use  of  the  Dutch  language  grows  less,  while  the  nse  ot  the 
^6IA  taereaaea.  Hence  you  conclade  that  there  cannot  be  aent  aa  many  Hagllab- 
JJtttaj  minister*  aa  are  needed ;  and  In  conclusion,  your  Rctb.  aak — Must  the 
'■  ^Wh,  tk«.  disappear  with  the  language!  But,  Brethren,  what  has  th«  change  In 
^  2'*''*  *"  ^''  '''"'  ■'''*-o'^''>*t'''°  °^  non-BubordlDattoD  to  the  Re*.  Classla.  Does 
*■  y  ttath  depend  on  the  langnsge!  The  Church  ran  be  preaerred,  although  the 
~M  ^Ml  changes.  Those  who  apeak  Engllah  can  pursue  their  studies  In  our  Col- 
''I  2"^  ■■  wll  ■■  Hungarians,  Poles,  etc.  These  may  then  be  examined  tbtoo^ 
^  ■  ?"  *■"•  fMOt,  and  ordained,  eren  as  Rev.  Laldlle  waa  ordained  bet*  *ii4  «mA 
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Flnairy  io  the  way  of  a  threat,  it  is  said  that  there  will  haye  to  cobm  a 
separation  from  the  Netherland  Church,  with  the  ceaaation  of  the  correapondesee, 
upon  the  fact,  as  was  also  stated  in  the  beginning,  that  there  is  little  to  be  feared 
by  ua  from  the  loss  of  Classical  or  Synodical  contrlbutlona.  ( lore-gifts,  llefde^TCB). 
Will  you,  then,  accede  and  stand  by  yourselves?  We  hare  never  conatrtlned  ycm  to 
remain.  All  that  we  have  ever  derived  from  the  New  York  Church  has  been  trooblii 
Ita  diacorda  and  oppositions  have  grieved  ua  much,  and  If  no  improvement  li  poi> 
alble,  we  would  be  very  willing  to  be  relieved  of  the  care. 

But  you  ahow.  Brethren,  where  the  shoe  pinches.  Ton  do  not  want  to  be  SQbordi> 
nate  to  the  Clasals,  because  you  receive  no  contributions  from  her.  But  bow  dow 
this  conaiat  with  nobility  of  character,  (edelmoedig),  to  withdraw  from  a  lfl|il 
subordination  to  a  Claasis  because,  (as  you  put  It),  it  Involves  no  loss  of  lore- 
gifta?  We  leave  this.  Brethren,  to  your  own  consciences.  Yet  your  Beva.  also  know 
well-enough  how  Rev.  (Theodore)  Prelinghuysen  collected,  or  at  least  attempted  to 
collect,  contributions  in  Holland.     [In  1759-60,  for  hia  proposed  Academy]. 

The  Civil  Oath. 

The  mention  of  two  other  matters  completed  your  letter.  One  is  the  sabjeet  of 
the  oath,  (of  allegiance  to  Great  Britain),  and  certain  legal  advice  on  that  nl4^ 
We  have  received  the  several  documents  sent  on  that  aubject,  and  have  read  thCB. 
and  we  thank  your  Revs,  for  sending  them. 

Now  in  reference  to  that  oath :  You  youraelves  admit  that  that  oath,  like  maiy 
other  laws,  was  originally  directed  against  unlawful  seizures  by  the  Romlah  Power, 
and,  therefore,  can  have  no  reference  to  us,  except  by  an  unjust  application.  If 
such  waa  the  occasion  of  its  original  institution,  then  it  must  be  of  ancient  date, 
indeed.  It  must  belong  to  a  time  when  the  violence  of  the  Romish  Power  pn 
occaaion  for  its  Institution.  Hence  it  cannot  be  now  considered  aa  a  new  meaai  fA 
drawing  the  churches  of  New  York  away  from  their  subordination  to  the  Cbaich 
of  the  Netherlands,  and  thus  from  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  Neither  can  the 
Classis  conceive  that  those  who  take  that  oath,  and  yet  remain  subordinate  to  tfte 
.  Classis,  are  as  seriously  guilty  of  any  Impropriety  as  is  insinuated.  For  there  biv* 
always  been  brethren,  and  there  are  still  such,  who,  while  reluctantly  remabiag 
subordinate  to  the  Classis,  nevertheless  have  lived,  and  do  still  live  undisturbed  !■ 
that  country. 

Now  one  of  two  things  must  be  true :  The  oath  had  either  existed  before,  or  it 
had  not.  If  not,  then  it  must  be  of  recent  origin.  But  that  is  at  variance  with  iti 
well-known  original  institution.  But  did  it  exist  before?  Yet  it  baa  never  hindered 
an  undisturbed  residence  in  that  country. 

Again :  The  oath  has  either  been  taken  or  it  has  not  been  taken.  If  it  has  lot 
been  generally  taken  heretofore,  then  the  taking  of  it  is  largely  a  voluntary  afliir> 
If  it  has  been  taken,  then  those  who  took  it  were  not  hindered  thereby  from  belns 
subordinate  to  the  Rev.  Classis. 

Finally,  the  Rev.  Classis  cannot  conceive  how,  even  according  to  the  pecoUir 
features  of  the  English  form  of  Government,  that  oath  can  have  had  involved  la  it 
the  objecta  which  your  Revs,  seem  to  imagine. 

T0LER.VTION  IN  EN(iLANl)  TO  ALL  PrOTESTANTS. 

While  the  Episcopal  Church  is  the  State  Church  in  England,  yet  England  toleratei 
other  forms  of  worship,  and  permits  the  holder  of  each  particular  form  to  do,  i> 
their  own  way,  what  their  respective  (Church)  Constitutions  require.  This  is  the 
case  with  the  Presbyterians,  who.  according  to  your  Revs,  own  statement,  carry  oo 
their  religion  in  accordance  with  their  views  since  their  first  settlement  Well, 
then,  why  should  the  New  York  Church,  which,  according  to  its  Constltatioii,  !• 
bound  to  the  Netherlands,  and  thus  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  be  hindered 
from  acting  according  to  her  (Jonstitution? 

The  Legal  Advice. 

With  reepect  to  that  legal  advice  received  from  certain  lawyera: 
It  would  have  been  very  agreeaY>\e  to  IbQ  Rev.  Classis,  If  throng  the  eonaseHsis 
with    those   wise    men,    some   adldUVoiifA  \V«\it  ^«A  \mk&  %fitnftllY   MetlvsdL    As! 
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kltkonsb  «•  admire  tti«  elcter  reMonlngi  of  tboae  men.  to  Juitlff  tbelr  own  Tleiri 

*t  •Saltft  Mid  are  aatonlitied  at  lome  ol  Uielr  curiam  dUtlactloDi,  wt  moit  to  our 

•OTTcnr,  tKf,  that  wa  baTe  oot  been  at  all  enlightened  thecebj.     Their  obaerratloaa 

•nibcaea  an  elaboration  of  the  meaning  o(  that  oath.     On  thla  we  have  alreadj 

xtiiwta  our  oplBlon.    The;  do  not  furalah  the  allghteat  groundt  why  wa  ahould 

twnt  to  jonr  reqneat.     For  ;oa  onl;  transmitted  their  legal  oplnlona  to  ug,  la 

erder.  If  poaalble.  to  Induce  ui  to  give  yon  a  Claulcal  Conitltntlon,  and  recosoli* 

^n  i(  a  Claaala.     Thej  alio  Ignored  the  faodamental  principle*,  wblcb  InrolTe  an 

Mlgitloa  between  the  Chnrcb  of  New  Xork  und  the  Bcv.  Claaala  ol  Aniterdam,  aad 

wUeh  we  hare  already  proved  waa  the  verj  baala  of  oar  right. 

I  The  Proposed  Usio:^ — and — Subordination. 

1  FlulLr,  jour  Eera.  propoaed  a  certain  kind  of  anbordlnatlon.  Bnt  before  jou 
I  inrnded  to  do  thia,  you  apeak  aa  thongh  our  conduct  In  demanding  tbe  aabordlna- 
■  In  conflict  with  the  Brnodlcal  action  of  1TS3.  Tbat  declarea  tbat  tba 
fonu  cannot  be  admitted  aa  a  member  of  a  Netberland  Claaala  or  Synod.  Bnt, 
L,  it  baa  been  demonstrated  beretolore,  and  that  fact  muat  be  kept  In  view, 
Uultfatre  la  a  dlKerence  between  a  conatltuent  member,  having  a  rl^t  to  a  aaat,  and 
a  Ktlnlaitlcal  body  having  certain  relatlona  to  another  body,  but  subordinate  to  It. 
[—btt  oDderscheld  tuacben  een  Inttsrerend  en  aeaae  bebbend  lid  te  syn,  en  een  geeon- 
■tMrdt  Serk,  die  op  een  ander  llcbaam  lyn  betrekklng  beeft,  en  daar  aan  onder- 

ntkftt  It —Or:     tbat  there  la  a  difference  between  tbe  Integral 

r.  having  a  title  to  a  seat,  and  a  church  ao  constituted  tbat  It  Is  related  to 
<Wtn  Body,  and  Is  subordinate  to  It.]  Now  It  was  In  reference  only  to  the  flrat 
UaKhal  tbe  Synod  decfared  tbe  ImpoMlblllty. 

1>  Hfard  to  tbe  propoaals  In  your  Articles ; — We  And  In  them  many  things,  but 

Mltg  wblcb  waa  not  known  before,  and  which  bad  not  already  been  disposed  of. 

In  Ibtt  which  should  have  been  contained  therein  waa  not  found.     It  bad  been 

"xMlf  avoided.     And  as  to  what  tbey  did  contain,  we  have  already  declared  that 

*•  tan  neither  tba  right  nor  the  power  to  constltnte  yonr  Reva.  Into  a  Claaala :  not 

hntsfnlie  you  as  such,  nor  to  treat  wlCb  you  aa  such.     If  jour  Reva.  chooae  to  act 

b  Ott  character,  tbat  la  to  be  put  to  your  own  account,  and  we  are  tree  ol  all 

■■ViMblUty  therefor. 

ht  jonr  Beva.  atao  propose  a  certain  kind  of  anbordlnatlon :  namely,  that  when 

■at  nigbt  exist  aome  dllterencea  of  opinion,  which  could  not  be  aettJed  aatlifac- 

^.  ite  aasala  or  Synod  abould  then  be  asked  to  decide;  and  the  matter  ihoald 

^2^1lt*d,  10  far  as  the  Constitution  of  the  Kingdom  of  England  allowed.     But, 

""^  re  donbt  not  but  that  yoar  Revs,  will  act  aa  your  oath  rcQulrea.  In  all 

*Wnaili]ct.     Considering,  however,  tbe  position  yon  have  already  taken,  namely, 

"'tttoith  forbids  any  inbordlnation  whatever,  yea,  even  forbldi  (offlclal?)  cor- 

VMnctwltb  any  one  outside  of  the  Realm  (of  England)  :  how  is  It  possible  that 

*l*ti.  now  lay  before  ua  sny  plan  ot  enbordlnatlon.  to  which  yon  would  subject 

"^Ine.  leelnE  that  we  dwell  outside  tbe  Realm    (of  Bneland)  T 

^  Is  Mme  to  the  cloae  of  your  Revs,  letter : — At  the  very  outset,  the  (JlaaaU 

*"*ipr«ti  Its  surprise  st  more  than  one  thlnd.      Your  Revs,  would  withdraw  your- 

"■arrsD  subordluBlloD   to    the   Classls,    because  you   are  bound  by  sn   oath    (to 

"^  Power)  ;  yet  yon  desire  to  be  constituted  Into  a  Claasla  by  yoarselves,  like 

^tothtr  ClsBFOs  In  North  Holland,  and  to  be  subordinated  to  that  Synod.     But. 

Jj*«  to  you    Indeed  remember  that  North   Holland   Ilea  outside  of  your  Realm 

*"  land)?     If  .Tou  are  forbidden  aiibordlnallon  lo  any  (cecIeslaBtlCBl)  Body  out- 

-Town  Realm,  yoii  arp  desiring  thnt  n-blch  Involves  a  contradiction.      From 

|^*niatemenlB.  your  desire  can  never  be  (trailfled  without  making  younelve* 

'"'.    Tbe  Bev.  flansis  Is  surprised  that  jou  clierlsb  any  sucb  desire. 

Jsmrprlsed  snin  to  notice  st   the  beglnolns  of  your  letter  the  statement 

"  *»»  you  are  a  free  people.  It  Is  n  nialter  ot  jour  own  choice  whether  to  cor- 

^'  »llb  UI   or  not.     Yei  at   the  close,   you    say,   the  oath   forblda   this.     But, 

1.  we  wonder  si  this.      For  we  understand    (from  what  yon  ssy)    that  tbe 

l^'*n  tkote  who  take  It  under  a  bond,  sod  does  not  leave  them  any  llbertv  In 

■"■^totkat  thing  to  which  they  swear. 

I,  *"  •Bl  a«ajn  we  are  sorprlaed.     As  to  your  relations  to  ua,  jonr  Eavn,  dernVte  to 
'^1  '■•"•  ■"  •"""'  ''*"'■<■''  '^orernmcol .-  and  yet  you  urge  ua  no  attovs^?  » 
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fire  oar  eoD«ent  to  your  liberty,  and  to  rceocnlM  It  In  you.  Now  w«  CMinol 
lor  thlt,  ciecpt  on  ttit  pmumpilDi),  thit  yoor  Ben.  are  of  ooa  mloa  with  di 
that  jtm  are  aetully  bound  to  ua,  aad  conilder  It  ttDproper  to  withdraw 
Tharetore  jroa  want  aa  to  glTe  you  Jlberty  to  do  ao.  Veil,  Brethrm,  If  t 
Tiew  of  jour  relation  to  u«  can  be  malotaloed,  what  mora  tuTO  joa  to  do  wl 

Or,  do  yon  urse  our  consent,  la  order  to  gain  a  proper  alandltv  wl 
cbDrcbea  which  yet  remain  aubordlnate  to  ual  For  wa  hare  the  erldecic 
•ulMrdlnatlon  of  certain  cborcbea.  aa  well  ai  of  the  lact  that  aome  bBT*  wl 
•ad  that  otbera  are  divided  through  the  Introduction  of  certain  onea  who 
thomaelTM  up  aitalaat  the  Claaala. 

Toor  KcTB.  further  declare  that  you  hope  that  the  Claaala  will  avail  th 
of  thia  opportunity,  aa  tbU  Is  the  last  time  your  Bevs.  will  make  sncb  an 
tloD.  Now.  from  the  cootenls  Of  thla,  our  letter,  you  will  understand 
CUaala  can  never  come  to  your  way  of  thlnklnc  on  this  boslnMa.  We  repi 
fora.  that  loasmncb  as  your  Revs,  ahuw  your  determination  to  withdraw  yi 
from  ni,  we  can  only  regard  you  hereafter  aa  a  company  of  ministers  n 
aacedsd.  Thla  makea  It  Impoaalble  an;  longer  to  regard  your  Beva.  as  bretb 
whom  we  can  live  In  friendly  toBlclal)  Correapondence,  as  the  natnre  of  ou 
relationship  reqnirsd. 

Finally,  yon  declare  that  when  all  your  Reva.'  propoaed  Actldea  have  bee 
to,  that  then  all  the  wronga  which  bare  been  done  on  either  side  must  he 
and  forgotten.  The  Claaala  repllea  to  this :  Doea  thla  atatement  of  yoora  a 
your  Reva.  have  wronged  the  ClaailsT  Then  we  gladly  forgive  yonr  Reva.- 
part.  wa  are  snre  we  have  never  done  your  Revs.,  or  any  of  your  chnn 
wrong.  If  w«,  when  ezerclalng  our  lawtal  rlghta.  In  our  fulness  of  sc 
occaitonatly  uied  severe  eipreaglooB.  remember  that  they  proceeded  from  on 
preserve  you  and  your  churches  from  destruction.  Therefore,  pleaae  look  i 
severe  words  which  we  may  have  ottered,  with  a  brother's  eye.  Remember,  i 
your  own  sharp  tipreaalons  have  at  tlmea  Riven  ui  oecaalon  for  words  of  aei 

rBeooiutlti:  Thus  have  we  replied  to  the  lubatance  of  yonr  letter.  Tone  E 
at  the  close  in  account  of  certain  thlhgs  done  by  Rev.  Fryenmoet  In  the  < 
tJon  of  Fishkllt ;  that  he  declared  the  Bev.  ConslBtorr  there  to  be  Illegal : 
made  a  new  Consistory,  and  rejected  the  candidate  (Henrlcua)  Sehoonma 
waa  guilty  of  other  deeds  of  violence,  which  are  referred  to  In  the  Foatacrl 
Rev.  Fryenmoet  had  acted  In  a  ilmltar  way  at  Poagh keeps le.  In  relation 
Tos.     {No  such  name  appears.] 

The  Bev.  Clasals  declares  that  she  takes  do  pleasure  In  any  deed*  of  tIoIi 
can  only  thlok  of  them  with  abhorrence.  When  the  necessary  rei>orta  are 
abe  will  do  ber  duty  In  opposition  thereto.  She  Is.  however,  obliged  to  add. 
has  the  Idea  that  ministers  were  forced  by  the  aa-called  Coetua  on  these  i 
against  their  will.  Those  churches  desired  to  have  only  aach  ministers 
Bubordlnale  to  the  Rev.  Clasals  of  Amsterdam:  and  that,  altbaaib  thoB< 
violence  were  perpetrated  by  those  people,  yet  they  must  be  chleDy  chsrKed 
who  gave  occasion  for  them. 

Hay  Ood  preserve  all  those  who  would  force  the  aplnlon*  of  others  froo 
of  "  a  ilolatlOB  of  one's  conscience '*  (gewetenadwang,  constraint  of  consclei 

May  Qod  preserve  the  churches  from  ever  eihlhltlog  any  spirit  of  sedition 

Then  neither  of  these  claaaes  of  people  will  be  exposed  to  the  pnnlslunent 
cnt  off  from  correapondence  with  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands, 

Finally,  Brethren,  we  commend  you  to  Qod  and  to  the  Word  of  Hla  Qrai 
la  able  to  build  j-ou  up.      If  you  coutloue  Id  your  former  oplolons.  we  can  hi 
hare  no  more  dealings  with  yoor  Revs.      We  are.  Very  Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethrt 
Your  Revs.  Obedient  Servants  and  Brethren. 

Johannes  Kalkoen.  V.  D.  H.  AmM.  Ct  CL 

liepui).  ad  Bes  Exteras,  b.  t.  Pre 
Wllhelmua  Van  den  Brack,  V.  D.  H.  Atnst.  C 

Depoit  et  h.  c.  Scribe, 
Amsterdam,  In  our  Classical  Assembly, 
June  Srd.  ITW. 
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Hkt.  Samuel  SsABiTKr  to  the  Society  fob  Propagating  the 
GoePEL.     Episcopacy  in   Queens  Cousty.     I.si'luence  ov 

THE  QUAKEBS. 

Jamaica,  June  28tli,  ITdS. 
ItnnBdSlr: 

Tb«  (DeloMd  petition  from  the  Cbarch  WardePB  A  Vntrjmen  of  the  Parlib  ot 
Bavpitcad.  I  hare  been  dealred  bj  them  to  forward  to  Uie  Honored  Boclety — They 
I  Ikt*  called  *  preaanted  to  that  Farlih  the  Re*.  Mr.  Catting  the  Socletr'i  present 
I  IfailuuaiT  at  Bmnawlek,  New  lenej :  and  aa  tbe  Church  people  at  Bempetead,  are 
WT  BiQch  pleased  with  Mn  Catting  A  Terj  deatroai  of  haTlni  him  for  their  mlnla- 
IK  and  as  I  think  (from  an  acqualntaDce  of  twelve  rears)  that  he  Is  well  qasllfled 
ilr  that  Pariah,  and  that  he  will  do  real  serrlec  therein  to  tbe  canse  ot  Titlae 
don  In  geBsral  and  to  the  Intereat  of  the  Church  In  partlcnlar.  I  hope  the 
will  Dot  think  me  too  presuming  when  I  saj  that  I  tbink  bis  BemoTal 
Mtkn  will  be  attended  with  hspp;  consequences. 

no'  tbe  Congregation  there  Is  large  yet  a  great  part  of  It  Is  composed  of  tboss 
ttt  ksTC  bad  no  religious  Impressions  nsde  on  tbem  by  tbelr  Parents  Id  (heir  rounger 
The;  come  to  etameh  rather  from  habit  than  a  sense  of  dut;  t  loTe  o( 
a.  Tbelr  eostlnnsnce  to  come  to  Church  will  therefore  depend  Id  a  great 
s  npon  the  good  opinion  Cher  bare  of  tbelr  minister  sod  tbe  principal  oppoi^ 
he  will  have  of  doing  them  good  will  be  bj  cultivating  tbelr  good  opIoloD  * 
:  an  Intluence  upon  tbe  rising  generation.  Por  these  reasons  the  more  eon- 
iknts  A  religious  people  amoog  them,  bave  been  ver;  anilous  to  get  a  Minister 
Hat  tbem,  that  tbe  CongreKatlon  were  pleased  wllb  and  for  these  renions  tbej  are 
Mt  nllcltona  to  obtain  Mr.  Cuttlnss  removBl  amang  tbem. 

It  ta  erldeot  to  tbe  most  superficial  obierTer  that  where  there  have  becD  tbe 
mm  number  of  Qnakers  among  tbe  first  settlers  Id  tbla  Connti;.  there  Infldellt; 
1 1  disregard  to  all  religion  bare  taken  tbe  deepest  root  and  If  they  bave  not 
Ntrelr  eomipled  the  rellglDni  principles  of  tbe  other  lahabltanta  the;  have  at 
hMnry  mncb  weakened  tbem  and  made  tbem  look  upon  Religion  with  Indllterence. 
Ikk  Mem*  to  me  tbe  reason  why  It  Is  ao  bard  to  brlog  tbe  peop)e  of  that  parish 
KlUito  comply  with  the  Sacraments  of  tbe  Cbrlatiau  Churcb.  or  to  think  tbem- 
Mki  under  any  obllBiIloDs  of  doty  to  attend  the  public  Worahlp  of  Gwt.  This 
■hi  Hcois  Id  be  [be  reason  why  tbe  people  ot  Hempstead  Ibo'  able  to  do  conslder- 
Wy  towards  tbe  anpport  of  tbelr  minister  are  ao  very  backward.  They  ban 
taistd  from  the  Quakers  to  conalder  It  aa  a  mark  of  an  BTarlcIona  A  venal  nplrlt  for 
taUster  to  receive  anything  of  bit  people  by  way  of  support  A  while  they  continue 
h  th«e  BCDtlmenta  (A  It  will  be  bard  to  bring  them  to  a  better  way  of  thinking 
)Mat  their  temporal  Intereit  la  aftfllnst  It)  I  foar  tittle  run  be  done  with  them  In 
te  lartleiilar. 
Iwi  etc.  etc. 

—Doc.  Hist.  X.  Y.  Vol,  III.  pp.  IW,  200. 


Acts  of  tiik  Cr..\ssis  of  Amstkkdam. 
Rev.  Hermax  J.^xcelot  P.oei.ex. 
HAS,  July  2-2nd.  Art.  1,  ad  Art.  0.  of  May  fi.  176.'..  The 
«*■  Deputati  ad  res  Externa,  presented  tlie  call  nf  the  four 
tLnehcg  on  the  Long  Inland  of  Nassau,  { )  the  Kcv,  Mr.  Herman 
UDtelotBoelen,  minister  at  Schoonebeck,  (Province  of  Drenthe), 
■•te  the  Classis  of  Emmen,  and  the  same  was  accepted  by  said 
W  tnd  approved  bj-  this  CJassis.     He  cxhibit?d  a  "Va-wi-ci  A\a- 
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mission  from  his  church  and  Classis,  and  requested  to  be  installed 
into  his  sacred  office  bv  this  Assembly.  This  was  done  after  Le 
had  signed  the  Formulae  of  Concord,  and  repudiated  the  con- 
demned opinions  of  Prof.  Roel  and  Dr.  Bekker,  and  promised  to 
conduct  himself  as  subordinate  to  this  Classis.  This  was  also  in- 
serted in  the  call,  nomine  Classis,  by  the  Clerk.  Hereafter,  also, 
shall  a  clause  always  be  inserted,  in  every  call  approved  by  this 
Classis,  of  "  Subordination  "  (to  this  Classis  by  the  party  receiving 
said  call.)     xiv.  36. 

Art.  11  ad  Art.  1.  Rev.  Antonius  Kuyper,  S.  S.  Tlieol.  Stud. 
at  Leyden,  preached  a  sermon  on  1  John  3:  1.  lie  was  then  ad- 
mitted to  the  preparatory  examination ;  in  the  Hebrew  language, 
on  Exodus  15,  and  in  the  Greek,  on  1  John  3.  He  was  also 
examined  on  the  principal  points  of  Sacred  Theology,  and  in 
every  respect  showed  his  ability  to  such  a  degree  that  all  the 
members  expressed  their  satisfaction.  He  was  therefore  ad- 
mitted to  the  office  of  public  preaching,  after  he  had  taken  the  oath 
against  Simony,  repudiated  the  condemned  opinions  of  Prof  Roel 
and  Dr.  Bekker,  signed  the  Formulae  of  Concord,  and  promise 
to  read,  word  for  word,  the  Formula  of  Baptism  and  the  Supper; 
particularly  the  three  questions  in  the  Form  for  Baptism.  H^ 
clerk  was  directed  to  give  him  a  laudable  certificate.  Quw 
factum,     xiv.  37. 

Acts  of  the  Chassis  of  Amsterdam. 

Orange  Xassau. 

Synodalia.  17G5.  Art.  7.  The  Classis  wishing  that  the  most 
precious  blessings  of  the  All-Sufficient  God  may  rest  for  length  oi 
days  upon  His  Illustrious  Highness,  the  Lord  Prince,  Nether 
land's  Hereditary  Stadholder,  and  the  House  of  Orange,— <^^^' 
tinues  to  recommend  to  the  ilossrs.  Deputies  whatever  is  app^ 
})riate  under  this  article,     xiv.  44. 

Synodalia. 
1765.     Art.  47.     ^^ew  York  and  Xew  Jersey.     The  Clis»stf 
/^resent  has  nothing  further  to  report  to  the  Synod  about  New  Yon 
and  New  Jersey,     xiv.  50. 
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Chlbch  ok  Xew  Yoek. 

niulitliMi  of  Hdienbrftek  Catechlsn.     Collection  tor  Indloa  MIsbIdus.     Latin  aod 
BogllBb  GramiDir  Scbool. 

Kew  York.  JpIj  29,  1785. 

t.  A  letter  wu  pruented  from  Mr.  Daniel  Crommelln,  enclOHlns  one  tram  the 
Be*.  Ur.  LOBsuerUle,  and  lieo  one  from  domlne  Bllnsball,  all  of  Holland,  retnrnlus 
thanks  (or  tbe  prMcntt  tent  Ihem,     Theae  are  to  be  anawered  In  dne  time, 

i.  A  tranilatiOQ  Into  EDgilali  of  domlne  A.  IletlenbTock'i  CatechlBm.  by  Tetrug 
Ifom,  waa  preaentad,  with  a  request  tbat  It  be  examined  and  approved.  Tlila  waa 
■TaaMd,  Mill  tbe  aame  sentlemen  who  were  appointed  to  examine  tbe  (Heidelberg) 
OatKblam  were  raqoelted  to  take  upon  them  tbe  eiamlnatloD  of  tbla  one. 

t.  A  letter  of  Ur.  Wbeelock.  to  our  colIeaKue  De  Bocde.  containing  cardial  tbanlis 
to  tb(  cooalator;  tor  a  collection  sent  to  him  for  the  support  of  ladian  mlnalonarkK. 
1.  A  propoaal  waa  made  by  Ur.  Jakobu*  Van  Zant  to  establlBb  a  Idtln  and 
EaitlUb  Qrammar  School  ander  tbe  direction  of  our  eonslator;,  In  which  together 
wltb  the  langaagea,  the  elementa  ol  oar  religion  ehould  be  taugbt.  On  tbe  question 
Mb(  pat.  thli  wai  agreed  to  br  a  majority.  It  wai  also  further  agreed  that  for 
tlw  bnlldlDK  or  hiring  of  such  a  achool  house  a  voluntary  collectlou  ehould  be  made 
ttionih  oar  consregatlon.  It  was  reserved  for  further  consideration  what  site 
*mU  be  DMlt  suitable  tor  It,  whether  on  tlie  Harpendlng  grounda.  or  those  which 
Ut  lloBg  the  Old  Charch  (In  Oarden  atreet,  now  Bichaoge  Place.) 
Signed  etc., 

Arcblbald  Laldlle,  p.   t.   President. 

l''0.\D  TO  THE  German  Reformed  CHUitcit,  New  York.     Jult 
30,  1765.      (See  March  S,  1TC5.) 

KTOW  ALL  MEN : 

Ttat  we.  Johannes  Boreback  of  the  city  of  New  York.  Baker,  William  Corcellns 
If  a»  nme  city.  Pot.  Baker,  Henry  Wblteman  of  tbe  aame  city.  Button  Maker, 
"A  tobannea  Zarcher  of  the  same  city.  Stone  Cutter,  are  held  and  firmly  bound 
uio  tbe  ReT.  lobo  MIcbael  Kem.  Minister  of  (be  gospel,  and  present  Pastor  of 
■it  I^Tlnlstlc  (Tbnrch  In  the  city  of  New  York,  worshipping  In  German  tongue; 
JodUaea  Myet  and  Henry  HlUman.  two  of  the  elders  of  the  said  charcb,  and 
Fltery  Croe.  Henry  Will,  Jobannes  Remmy.  and  Micttael  Houiewlth,  the  present 
iHniu  o(  the  aald  cbnreb,  In  tbe  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money 
«'  K(W  York,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  obllgeca,  their  certain  attorney,  eiccutora, 
tdalnlitrstors,  or  assigns.  For  payment  whereof,  we  Mud  ourselves,  and  each 
"^  in.  Dor.  and  each  of  our  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  Srioly  by  these 
prncDti,  sealed  with  our  seals,  and  dated  tbe  thirtieth  dny  of  July.  1u  the  year 
oI  Mt  Lord,  one  thonsand  seven  hundred  and  alxty-Hve. 

Tbe  condition  of  the  above  obligation.  Is  such,  that — Whereas,  certnln  German 
•M  Swiss  Inhabltanta  of  the  city  of  New  York,  have  lately  by  coatrlbutlon,  pur- 
<^UM  a  lot  of  gnnnd,  and  with  tbe  assistance  of  divers  charitable  and  well  dis- 
W**  persona,  have  begun,  and  are  carrying  on  tbe  erection  of  a  church  thereon, 
'"the  worship  of  Ood:  and  tbe  tee  simple  of  the  ground  so  purchased,  Is  now 
^  coasait  of  all  concerned,  vested  In  tbe  above  obligors  In  Joint  tcnantcy.  by  virtue 
"  wrtain  deeds  of  lease  and  release  executed  by  Ulcbsel  Hoffman  of  the  city  of 
"»  York,  Oordwalner,  John  Will  of  the  same  city.  Pewterer.  John  Sebastian 
'■'Many,  of  the  same  city,  Apothecary,  Jobn  Wetsel  of  tbe  same  city.  Baker,  and 
'ohB  Bouts  ot  the  same  elty,  Tanner. 

TIk  lease  bearing  date  tbe  tblity-ttrst  day  ot  May  last  psat,  and  the  release  the 
^  Mit  after,  and  the  estate  thereby  granted,  being  therein  described  to  be  all 
'^  two  certain  nesanage*  or  tenements  and  lots  of  gronnd.  situste.  lylne.  and 
^  In  the  ctty  of  New  York,  In  tbe  north  ward  of  the  said  city,  fronting  to 
"UMS  (trsct,  and  known  «nd  dlstlngulabed  (by  a  certain  chart  or  draft  thereof 
*Ma  f  wig  otbor  lots  br  Francis  Maeraehslk,  one  of  tbe  sworn  lUTveiota  ot  Vq6 
Wl  d9  ot  How  York;)  by  loU  number  Ave  and  six ;  whtcb  aald  \ot.  -nam^AT  &ia 
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la  boonded  NorthwMUriT  In  front  to  NaMU  itreet  nforaanid ;  NarttawcatttlT,  parti; 
bT  KTOund  of  William  Pnpeldorpb.  and  partly  b;  croaiid  of  Wllltam  Rlcbardaoo : 
fioatbeaaterlr  by  rround  of  WUJIam  BLanck.  and  aouthweatcrlr  partly  bj  tba  aald 
lot  ol  iTonnd  Dombar  all.  harebj  crantcd  and  aold,  and  partly  b;  stonnd  tarmrrl; 
balonglns  to  John  Uarplnstns ;  contalolDs  la  braadth  Id  front  to  Nuaan  atrwt 
■fonaald.  fODrt«en  feet  elfbt  Inchea :  In  lbs  rear.  In  breadth  twanty-aeTen  feet, 
all  Ineb*a;  to  leoKtb  on  the  North-eaalarly  aide,  ninety-elgbt  i  and  In  length  on  tbt 
BODth-weaterly  side,  one  hundred  feet,  ill  Ensllah  meuares;  and  which  aald  lot 
aombei  ali,  la  boonded  In  frant,  Korth-weaterly  to  Naaaan  atreei  afareaald  ;  BontL- 
weateriy  by  the  houw  and  sround  parrhaHd  by  Seth  Smith,  (Including  me  fall 
moiety  of  half  part  of  the  panltlon  wall  between  the  houae  of  the  aald  Seth  Sa^th. 
and  the  houae  hereby  irauted,  and  all  the  wall  which  adjolni  to  the  yard  of  the 
nld  Seth  Smith ;)  Morth-eaaterly  by  the  alorcaald  lot  ol  cround.  namber  Htc  :  and 
Soutb-eaaterly  by  part  of  Che  old  brew  houae.  late  of  Rip  Van  Dam  of  the  aaJd  city 
ol  New  York,  Baq.,  deceaaed ;  contalnlDf  In  breadth  In  front,  to  Naaaao-etreeC 
aforeaald.  thlrty-elxbt  feet  two  Incbea  In  lenstb,  on  the  Sooth-weal  aide  theivof. 
tWily  one  feet  nine  Incbea.  (which  aatd  South-weaterly  side  line  beglna  at  Naaaau- 
atttet  Bforeald,  and  runa  thence  Soath-eaiterly  or  thereabonta,  tbronsb  the  middle 
ol  the  partlttoD  wall  of  the  aald  hoaae  of  the  aaUd  Seth  Bmlth,  and  the  Iwna*  hwaky 
franted,  twenty  teat  all  Inchea:  then  about  North-eaaterly.  (Incladlnt  the  whole 
wall,)  leTen  feet,  and  then  about  a  Soutb-eaaterly  courae,  (inclndlns  all  the  wall 
aa  It  runa)  llfty-four  leet  three  Inchea.  which  completea  aald  line ;  and  In  [eneth 
by  the  lot  of  ground  number  flre.  abore  mentioned,  aerenty  Bye  feet ;  and  In  the 
r«ai  In  breadth,  tnclndlng  part  of  and  adjolDlns  to  the  other  part  of  the  nali  Brew 
Haoae.  twenty  four  (e«t,  all  BUixIlah  neamre.  And  whereaa,  all  parcle*  are  Inclined 
to  preaerve  the  *a!d  aatat*  In  all  timet,  coming  for  the  ploua  uaen  aforeaald.  Now 
therefore,  know  ye  that  If  the  lald  ObllKora,  their  heirt  or  aaalgna.  who  are  oaly 
Intended  to  be  truateea  tor  uld  property.  Be  It  remembered,  that  on  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  November,  In  tbe  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thoonnd  leven  hundred  and 
aerenty-lhrfe.  personally  appeared  before  me  Daniel  Ilorsmanden,  Esq.,  Chief  Justice 
for  the  proTlnce  of  New  York ;  the  within  named  obllgon  to  tbe  within  Instnimmt 
wbose  namea  are  anbicrlbed,  and  aeala  afflied  to.  and  aererally  acknowledge  that 
they  executed  the  wllhln  Instrument  at  their  voluntary  act  and  deed,  to  and  for  tbe 
neea  and  purpoaea  therein  mentioned,  and  I  haying  Inapeeted  the  same,  and  flndlDf 
therein  no  material  erasures  or  Interllnatlona  other  tban  aucb  aa  are  noticed,  to 
allow  the  same  to  be  recorded. 

Dan  Horcmaoden. 

Kew   Turk  Stcrttary't  Otloe,  tint  Deo.   1773. 


Acts  of  the  Synod  of  Xobtii  IIollam*,  Jlj-v  30-Auo.  ?,  17fi.">. 

Vol.  65. 

Article  37. — Clarsic.\l  Ciianqes. 

Dlamlaaed  as  mlnlatera: 

To  New  York,  Ree.  Isaac  Bjtdjrk,  once  mlolater  at  Ecbtelt :  Inatalled  la  the 
ministry  of  the  combined  churcbea  of  Poughkeepsta.  rishklll,  etc..  May  6.  1765. 

Key.  Herman  t^ncelot  Boelean,  one*  minister  at  Schonerbeek :  Installed  to  the 
ministry  of  tbe  four  churcbea  on  Long  laland,  Nassau.  Jaly  22,  1T05. 

Article  47. — New  Yoek  and  Xew  Jersey. 

Their  Hon.  Uigbtlneaaea  had  no  remarka  to  make  on  this  matter. 
Tbe  Corresponding  Delegatea  had  nothing  abont  It  In  their  Acta. 
Jlu  Ber.  Clasaes  tbanfc  tbe  Rer.  Claaala  of  Amaterdam  for  tbe  needed  ll^t  glien 
tb«m  Jaat  jear.     Tbej  leaTe  tUa  mattet  buOMi  In  ehaige  of  the  Dapatlaa. 
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Church  of  New  Yoek. 
Latin  School  Housa     Vaults. 

New  York,  Augott  Ist,  1765. 
Coosiitory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  The  heading  of  a  subscription  to  build  or  hire  a  saltable  school  house  for  the 
UUn  school,  etc.,  mentioned  In  the  preceedlng  minutes  was  presented,  but  for 
Important  reasons,  the  going  around  with  It  was  delayed  until  the  beginning  of 
September. 

2.  It  was  resolved  to  have  the  Act  of  Assembly  and  Confirmation  registered. 
The  matter  was  entrusted  to  Mr.  Abraham  Lott. 

8.  The  street  before  the  Tower  of  the  New  Church  shall  be  put  In  order. 

4.  The  plan  for  vaults  In  the  yard  of  the  New  Church  was  approved,  and  referred 
to  the  Church  Masters  to  number  the  same. 

5.  The  form  of  a  deed  for  each  vault-lot  sold  was  presented,  and  approved,  and 
ordered  with  some  Improvement  of  the  wording  to  be  printed. 

Signed  etc.. 

Arch.  Laidlle  p.  t  President. 

Correspondence  in  America. 

Rov.  Lambertus  De  Ronde  to  his  own  Consistor^T — that  of  New 
York,  Aug.  20,  1765.     (See  also  Sep.  9,  1765.) 

New  York,  Aug.  20,  1765. 

Messrs.  Philip  Livingston  and  John  Brevoort,  elders,  have  been  to  my  house  and 
tnid  me,  In  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Consistory  (of  New  York),  that  our  two  ministers, 
Kitema  and  Ladelle,  (Laldlie),  as  well  as  the  other  members  of  the  Consistory,  are 
^  the  opinion  that  I  had  no  right  to  go  and  preach  in  other  Churches,  such  as  the 
^sbyterlan,  or  others,  that  are  not  connected  with  our  own  (Dutch)  Church  (or 
I^CQomlnatlon) ;  and  that  neither  had  I  the  right  to  preach  In  any  of  the  private 
^OQiei  in  this  city.  To  this,  I  made  answer,  that  I  was  of  a  different  opinion,  and 
^lieyed  that  I  had  the  right  and  authority  to  do  as  I  had  done ;  and  this  I  could 
establish  with  proper  proof.  Mr.  Livingston  said,  however,  that  he  did  not  wish 
to  debate  the  subject  with  me,  but  since  I  was  of  an  opposite  opinion,  I  might  try 
^  coDTlnce  the  Consistory.  I  accepted  of  his  offer,  and  I  now  propose  to  enter 
®»  thii  business. 

Concerning  the  first  point,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Consistory  that  I  have  no 
^Kbt  to  go  and  preach  in  other  Churches  (Denominations)  such  as  the  Presbyterian, 
'Qd  others,  not  connected  with  our  own  Church,  I  remark : 

^^  the  Rev.  Consistory  means  by  this,  that  I  have  no  right  to  go  and  preach  for 
^^ert,  to  the  neglect  of  my  duties  to  my  own  church,  to  which  I  am  called — we 
'^^  on  that  point.  But  if  the  Consistory  means  that  I,  without  neglecting  my 
^t^ei  to  my  own  church,  when  on  a  journey,  or  when  happening  to  be  present  in 
^e  other  locality,  outside  this  city,  when  asked  to  preach  the  Gospel  by  any 
^l^hianity  have  no  right  to  do  so,  then  we  differ  decidedly  in  opinion,  and  I  assert 
^^  I  have  such  a  right 

^Irst:  Because  it  Is  not  In  confiict  with  our  Church  Order.  I  find  no  rules 
^loit  my  doing  so.  They  might,  indeed,  refer  to  the  words  of  Article  15,  of 
^'  (Church  Order  which  read  as  follows :  "  It  shall  not  be  justifiable  to  any  mlnis- 
^  to  neglect  the  services  of  his  own  church,  or,  not  being  in  regular  service  him- 
*^^f.  to  go  about  and  preach  here  and  there,  without  the  consent  and  authorization 
J  Uie  Synod  or  Classls.  Likewise,  no  minister  may  preach  in  another  church,  or 
^l^lster  the  sacraments  therein,  without  the  consent  of  its  Consistory  :'* — But 
?r|^o  does  not  at  once  sea  that  this  Article  Is  Intended  for  such  ministers,  as  neglect 
^^  own  •errlcea,  which  they  were  called  especially  to  render ;  or  not  being  settled 
^^  any  particnlar  church,  and  having  no  fixed  locality  for  aervVce,  ga^  a\K>\i\. 
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b«r«  and  there  pmchlns  In  many  eborchM  In  dltrercnt  localltlea.  Now  then  autj 
BM  d«  tbia  wlthoat  the  pcTmluloa  ol  the  (Partlcnlar)  Brnod  or  CluaU  (to  which 
thoM  chnrehM  belans).  Tboit  bodlei  maet  Drat  be  eaarlDced  of  the  ibllltT  aad 
eharaeter  of  nieh  penon* ;  tot  the;  ere  to  soard  the  (Tacant)  chnrcbea,  that  thrj 
be  not  led  aetraj. 

BeeoDdl; :  Bnt  a  preacber,  who  elalma  the  rlfbt  to  preach  In  atber  chnrrbMi. 
without  the  eoneent  of  the  Conaletar;  at  that  place,  la  an  Intrader  In  laeb  a  chorcb. 
•Dd  hi*  conduct  would  not  be  at  all  Jaitiaable.  Therefore,  we  hare  DCrer  preacliad 
•nywhere  without  the  cooeent  of  the  Conilitorr  sf  the  particular  chnrch.  And  that 
thla  Article  15,  rerer*  to  the  conduct  of  »uch  Intrndere.  I*  erldent  from  the  T*r7 
nature  of  the  eaae.  For  although  my  Couilitorr  mlsbt  give  their  coDaent  for  mr 
to  go  and  preach  In  aome  other  ebnreb,  the  Conilatorj  of  that  cbnrrh  df«I  not. 
therefore,  permit  me  to  preach  there ;  and  thus  tbej  would  make  rbr  eoneent  of 
mj  own  Conaletor;  null  and  toIO. 

Farther :  When  bai  It  ever  bappeoFd  that  *aj  minister  In  Holland.  In  anr  of 
It!  ProTlDcei,  haa  been  obliged  flrat  to  aak  parmlaalon  of  hti  Conslilory,  when  on 
*  Journer.  or  being  temporerll;  In  anr  loeallt;.  awaj  from  bla  own  Held,  wbetber 
be  mlRbt  be  allowed  to  preach  or  not?  Or,  will  It  be  objected:  the  allnalon  In  that 
Article  15  U  only  to  Dutch  chorcheel  Well.  It  U  the  Dutch  Oburch  Order  In 
which  our  mlnlatera  are  aabjeet  Bot  thla  Churcb  Order  doea  not  make  any  men- 
tion of  other  Churchee.  dlfferlDi  In  language  and  In  eeooom;.  wllh  a  prohlMtloa 
of  preaching  lu  them  on  Invitation :  and  eonaeqaentlr,  where  there  la  no  law.  for 
or  BgBtniil  ■  Ihlng.  thpre  can  be  no  tranagreiialon,      Rom.  4 ;  1 6. 

Bealdea.  who  would  dare  Id  think  that  a  8;Dad.  compospd  ol  rbrtallan  mlnlateri, 
wonid  demand  BDytblng  In  aiieh  eddent  opposition  to  the  ver;  Word  of  Ood?  Kor 
II  la  tbe  duty  of  everj  Christian  mlnlitrr.  after  the  namjile  of  the  (Hretl  Apoitlea 
and  herald*  of  tbe  Oroan  of  Chrlet.  "  to  sow  bealde  all  walere".  Is.  32;  20;  and 
"  lo  preach  the  Gnxpel  to  every  crMture  ".  Hark  1A:  15:  Indeed,  nerrr  to  neglect 
taj  opportunity  of  place  or  time :  bnt  whererer  there  la  an  open  dnnr,  to  preach 
tbe  floeprl.  Even  ■«  ■  certain  famniia  Dutch  dlvlop  once  aald  :  "Seek  out  oiipar- 
tonltlea  to  do  aerTlcc  tor  your  Great  Ma  iter ;  (catter  the  Med  of  the  Roiipel  by  any 
meana:  caat  tbe  net  to  catch  the  soula  of  men."  He  contlnnea :  ■' "nie  pulpit,  and 
the  Interior  of  the  chnrcb.  are  not  the  only  placea  (or  goirlnir  aeed ;  but  tta«  wbole 
world  la  the  flald." 

And  why.  we  might  aak,  doea  the  I^rd  ttlve  the  knowledjte  of  hi*  Word,  anil 
talents  and  glfta  lo  certain  onea!  !•  it  not  th(t  they,  according  to  their  ability, 
may  betieill  others?  1  Pet.  4:  in.  And  are  thoy  not  to  do  Ihle,  eTerywhere.  ae. 
cording  to  time  and  opportunity.  In  order  to  ■] 
the  Kingdom  of  Cbrlit.  Can  any  Christian  be  i 
tbe  beatbeu  Seneca  uya  :  "  If  Wladom  should 
accord  ahould  offer  to  dwell  with  me,  pro.lded  I 
eate  her  to  anyone  else.  I  would  not  dealre  h 
pleasant  without  tbe  power  of  communicating  1 
ont,  that  be  Is  not  worthy  of  the  knowledgr  ol 
for  tbe  benellt  of  others.  "  The  Ilpa  of  the  rl; 
And  mlnlatera  are  expressly  appointed  to  teach  n 
aentlment  occurs  tbrlce  In  one  verse.  Col.  1:2. HI 

HoreoTBr,  what  evil  la  there.  Men  and  Brethren,  In  doing  this?  la  It  hBrtntuI 
to  any  one!  Does  It  do  any  damage  to  the  country  or  to  tbe  CburchT  On  the 
contrary,  the  only  object  Is  to  benefll.  In  erery  respect.  And.  with  the  blewlng 
ot  God.  Bach  BerrireH  are  signally  beneDelal  to  tbe  Church  ;  and  the  Lord  often 
bleaaes  the  most  humble  meaua.  What,  moreorer,  la  tbe  real  spirit  of  my  call 
to  you?  la  it  that  1  should  be  prohibited  to  preach  aaywherr  elae  eieept  Id  tbe 
pnlplt  ot  New  Xork.  and  that  In  our  own  cburcb  t  By  do  means !  It  la  to  preach 
the  Gospel  first  to  you.  In  Ita  pnrlty,  and  to  administer  tbe  Holy  Sacramenta  ac- 
cording to  their  Instltotlon  by  Christ,  In  connection  with  our  other  minlalers :  and 
farther,  to  do  everything  that  belongs  to  the  once  of  a  faithful  minister.  And 
DOW  If  I  do  tbIa,  If  I  answer  to  alt  these  requirements,  as  I  hare  sought  to  da 
during  all  the  time  1  have  been  with  you.  can  anything  more  be  required  ot  mef 
Do   I   owe  you   anything  more?     Certainly   not. 

And,  then,  can  you  IndnlKe  In  such  an  opinion,  and  aasunie  such  an  authority 
orer  ne,  aa  to  Imagine  that  It  It  not  lawful  for  me.  when  not  eocMed  In  my  own 
merrlefm,   to  spend  my  time  lor  the  caotl  ot  otheraT    Doea  not   this  Mam  ratber 
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Poptd,  B7  dear  SlnT  Tc  Biatcn,  InMmuch  ms  joa  are  obliged,  according  to  your 
proalMa  before  Ood  and  hia  Cbarch,  at  ronr  loetallatloD  to  jour  otBce,  In  coon^c- 
tloti  irlth  the  mlnlatcra,  to  keep  all  tfranuj  and  opprcaaloD  out  or  tbe  Charcti  ot 
Cbrlat.  haa  your  own  mlnlater  now  become  tbe  object  of  oppteeslon?  la  tble  cod- 
alatcnt  wltti  jroor  dDtjT  Aak  roar  own  eonaclencea  about  thia.  and  let  them  cou- 
Tlncv  TOO. 

And  DOW  1  proceed  to  tbe  accond  point :  "  Tbat  I  am  not  alloved.  wben  not 
cnsased  In  my  own  aerrlcea,  to  apeak  or  preacb  tbe  Word  In  private  hous^B." 

It  JOD,  Oentlemen  (of  tbe  Conalatorj),  take  hold  o(  tbla  matter  In  a  Inoae  and 
thon^tleaa  war,  tben  I  wonld  not  dare  to  take  It  upon  taj  coDKlence  in  Join  you 
la  roar  oploloQ.  I  eren  ahudder  to  tblnk  that  two  mlnlaterB.  laeethFT  with  lot'oi- 
bera  ol  our  Conalatorr.  are  of  tbe  opinion  tbut  1  am  to  be  considered  as  an  uD' 
laltbfnl  aerrant,  and  a  Tlolator  of  nij  promlaea.  Por  It  la  Ibe  dul;  or  the  Ci>u- 
Kiartorr  alBO  to  watcb  over  tbe  conduct  of  the  mlnlstera  of  Ibe  Word :  and  yc  IJldiT* 
hare  made  tbe  aame  promlaea  before  Ood  and  bla  Cbuccb.  We  And  In  our  Koruia. 
Tbteb  tre  are  laatalled  when  we  aBsnme  our  nfflcea,  bov  tbat  the 
e  raal  placed  blmaelf  for  an  example  to  other  psetors;  for  be  declared  tbai. 
pnblletr>  and  from  hooae  to  bouae,  be  laugbt  and  testified  repentance  toward  Cod 
«na  faltb  toward  our  Ixird  Jeaua  Cbrlat.  Acta  SO:  20,  21.  Upon  tbia,  the  mlnlder 
la  asked  by  hIa  fellow  offlcera  and  bretbrm,  wbetber  be  will  promise  to  falflll  bis 
oflcc  falthfutlr,  aa  baa  been  described)  And  he  answera  before  Qod  and  the  whole 
chnrch.  Tea,  wltb  all  my  beart  This  I  did  In  my  first  place  of  settlement:  and 
aecondlr  again  before  tbe  Claaala  of  Amsterdam ;  and  now  here,  before  the  whole 
charch.  besides  mbacrlblng  to  the  FormulBa. 

And  so  this  charfce  was  laid  upon  mr  abauldera.  according  to  my  k<i|.  mu  |>rom- 
!•«•,  Id  bsnuonr  with  the  Order  of  tbe  Cburcb.  and  my  olDcc  wblcb  Ib  from  (;od : 
tbat  1  abonld  aerre  tbe  purpows  of  Ood  In  every  possible  way;  and  use  all  illll- 
tence.  employing  erery  poaalble  means  to  Impress  tbe  knowleilRC  of  the  truth. 
which  la  accordlDK  to  godllaeaa.  upon  Ibe  people ;  "  to  be  Instant  In  fx'nmn  dpi*  <iiiI 

laalab.  alsn,  calls  Ood's  aeryanta  "  Watcbmen.  wbo  muKt  not  hold  ibclr  inivv 
day  nor  nlgbt  ",  I«.  S2  :6.  T.  And  Is  not  Christ  set  before  us  as  an  ciainiile.  ilinl 
we  ahonld  walk  even  aa  He  walked,  1  John  2:07  And  did  not  tbe  Great  Ti'ncher 
embrace  every  npportaalty  to  laatruct  and  exhort  his  dlsclpleii  nnd  fa]Ii<n'i'r!<, 
wbether  Id  public,  or  on  tbe  mountalus.  or  In  prlrate  In  tbe  houiOB.  whiT.'VPr 
scnsalOD  permitted  T     ADd  must  I   not   follow   In   my  Master'!  slepsT 

Bat  what  do  I  Bay?  Can  a  Christian  minister  feel  free  of  duty,  when  he  kn.iws 
th«  anakllltalneaa  of  the  people  In  divine  thlnfts?  when  he  lives  In  a  place  Hher>- 
Ihere  are  dWera  den  om  I  nation  a  7  Can  he  feel  free,  not  to  F<pr>ak  od  all  orr».<li>n<i. 
worda  of  Instruction  and  exhortation,  especially  when  Invited  to  do  soV  When 
tbey  aay  In  blm  ss  once  "  tbe  rulers  of  the  synagntcue  "  aald  to  Paul  nnd  Rnriiol<n< : 
-T«  mm  and  brethren.  If  ye  have  any  word  ot  eibortstlon  for  the  people,  wy  nn  -. 
Acta  13 :1S.  By  do  means  1  He  should  always  he  ready  to  say  :  -'  IVherefore.  I 
take  yon  to  record  tbia  day.  tbat  I  am  pure  from  the  blood  of  all  men :  for  I  linvr> 
■ot  ahnnned  to  declare  unto  yna  all  the  counsel  of  God".  Acts  'jn  :'.;>:.  27.  Yen, 
woe  Is  unto  me.  If  I  preach  not  tbe  Oospel,  I  Cor.  1)  :in. 

Ot  are  tbe  brethren  of  tbe  opinion  that  tbla  work  la  not  to  be  done  thus  ri|>enly? 

Tben  am   I  again  of  an  opposite  opinion.      I   will  follow  the  example  of  onr  Crent 

Kaater.   leans,   who  did   not  speak   Id   secret.   In   dsrk   places  of   (he  earth   nv  d'X»< 

tbe  detll.      He  batea  tbe  llRht.  and  Is  accuBlomed  to  speak.  tbroDgh  hla  Inatrumenls, 

Hon  dark  comers.     Tbla  appears  from  the  accounts  of  tbe  ancient  Greeks;   rhnr 

la  tbe  famoa*  temple  at  Delphi.   In  Greece,   he  ever  gave  forth  dnuhtful  and  nm- 

Mgnous  anawera    through    the  Idol   of   Apollo,     Nay.    tbe   Lord  aays :    "  I   have   not 

I       ^ntni  In  secret ",  Is  4!i :  1ft.      And  thus  It  wns.  also,  when  Gnd  spoke  from  heaven. 

Be  iben  (at  Slnal)   spoke  publicly  before  more  tbao  six  hundreil   thousand  bearer?. 

ilsB  PanI  (ratbef  Apolloa)  "  mlgbtlly  convinced  tbe  Jews,  and  thnr  piililicly.  nhow- 

I      he  by  tbe  Scrlptnrea  that  Jeans  was  tbe  Christ",  Acts   18:2A.     .^nd  we  neoil  not 

*       (Mr  sow,  Dor  eloaa   oar  wtndowa  and   doors,   as  forn;';rlr   the  dlgclplea  did,    when 

•bey  BM  tocctber,  for  fear  of  the  lews,  John  20  :10 ;  neither  do  we  llchi  «  i-nndle 

m  pM  It  A)d*r  a  bushel,  but  on  a  candlestick,  tbat  it  may  clve  light  to  all  that 

■n  la  the  howt,  Hat.  0  :IB.     From  all  this  it  clearly  appears  that  mlnlsleTS  m\\»\. 

W  hUa  tbtlr  llffat  or  refrain  from  giving  tbelr  services  unto  othets.    'Yet.  \   An 

B     "K  wiBt  ts  dsAa*  tbt  intlft  ot  otben.  bat  leave  It  to  them  to  act  sccoiAXtig  W 


of  llie  times;  cTtn  ai  tbe  Sfitod  of  GelderUnd.  bald  In   ITOX, 
1   tblDs*  to  tb»  dtocrctlon  of  partlcnUr  IndlTiduali:  neTertb*)**^  th^ 
mlntd  all  tbOM  wbo  ««!«  to  ba  public  ipeaktra.  Is  thrlr  AuMabUe*.  Mmetlmei 
wUh   open  doors  ind  ■omctlmai   wltb  duon  doird. 

Or  do  lb«r  objeet  (to  mj  txtn  oatild*  Mrvlcea)  bcouH  sucb  mttIch  are  tonic- 
tlUM  bcld  la  the  rreDlDg?*  Hat  Paul,  wbtn  at  Ttoai  cilendinl  bli  ap«ccb  nntll 
mldnlsht.  Acta  i:0:N.  !i;  iiml  lii  Ihp  rvrnlng  the  people  bav<?  iIii1kLf<1  tbelr  woA,  and 
caD  attend.  And  <-ii-ii  If  tli.-r»  BbouW  stand  a  crowd  iif  i>ni-lliu[r«  iit  thp  door,  ao 
that  pao|iti>  lind  to  locik  oiii  for  tbelr  porketa,  aa  one  of  the  Ihri'c^  eldera  vho  bon- 
oi«d  ma  irlth  a  call  on  Auf.  12,  ITSB,  told  me  be  bad  been  Intonnod.  vbat  of  It? 
The  aama  mlKbt  be  aatd  ot  all  other  public  placea.  where  evU-talmled  people  atand 
about  tb>-  iluorx.  aa  n'fll  ni>  about  cbuTcb-doora.  In  a  great  mullltude  we  E«ter>ll7 
Ond  (be  pHpl  and  tbi>  I'vll  InlermlnBlcd,  (be  bonest  and  the  dlBbon»t.  Rat  I  waa 
unawnrt-  "f  Buch  sptu'ir.!-  evils  ai  thone  menclanrd.  for  I  cannot  dttllngulBh  Itf  tbe 
drew  sii.Ii  cvll-di»iiiwl  ptreoiiK  from  tM>tter  onea.  Yet  olben  iuut  1i»ve  more 
rIper1•■II^'t'.  Hut  fien  the  inokt  ••vll-mludrd  hare  been  led  to  reptnlnm'c  nnd  to 
rater  upon  a  vlrtnoiii  life.  And  aa  for  thoKe  who  are  atratd  of  IokIdji  tbtlr  puraca. 
there  la  do  Deoeaaltr  of  tbelr  taking  tbelr  monej  with  them  to  plnci-s  n-huic  uo 
biialniisa  la  ti>  Ih'  iloiiei  but  wbrre  onlf  poor  alnnera  ere  to  ba  Invited  lu  baj  irlae 
and  nillk  niibnut  moaer  and  without  price.  la.  Ii5:1.  And  tbej  wli'i  loae  their 
money  la  a  crowd  have  aiilT  ibemaelTea  to  blame. 

Or  1h  It  Ixvanae  I  eipoiiiid  tbe  Word  of  Ood  la  Bngllnhl  Well  how  I*  It  |>oi»ill>l» 
tbat  the  opinion  of  aonie  people  ahonid  ctmnge  ao  anddenlj?  Since  llii"  n«-eselty 
of  prencblng  In  Rngllpb.  In  our  church,  baa  been  clparly  demonatrated  hy  the  Pon- 
■lalory:  and  by  Ita  now  ao  freqnent  rcqulalllon  In  many  meetlnga:  and  by  the  fact 
tbat  ao  muny  pfO]>1i'  who  at  flrst  oppOHCd  It.  and  who  i^uld  hardly  uiiiieralaDd  a 
word  of  tCnallsb,  now  declare  that  Ihpy  undcratnnd  an  Enjillah  aernion  Iii-ttcr  Ibiin 
one  In  l>ulcb:  am  1  then,  not  to  be  allowed  to  Icnrti  llic  now  prpvalllo);  [.iiiKuaiie 
ot  tbe  land,  aa  wi>1l  aa  to  know  (be  other  tonmicT  Am  I  not  to  be  Hllowcd  to 
pNHCb  the  (;i>«iH'l  In  tbia  Knsllsb  tongue  an  nctl  as  In  the  Dutobl  Dnca  not  the 
Word  of  Iiml  glye  me  tb«  liberty  to  do  this?  Etcq  before  tbe  coming  of  tbe  Ear. 
Ladelle  (I.nldllel.  I  publicly  proi-ed  In  the  pulpit  our  rlKht  to  do  Ihla.  at  the  time 
at  PeutccoHt.  I  gave  Rrcnt  BntlsfacttoD  In  that  dIacourBe.  to  (he  majority  of  the 
Conaliitory.  iia  I  waa  told  at  uiy  own  home.  Or  am  t  only  ■  Dutch  apenking  lulnU- 
ter.  Well.  do.  Indeed,  preach  Id  Dutch ;  yet.  aa  a  fact.  I  am  able  to  apeak,  preach  or 
write,  In  wblc^hever  langungi'  I  chonae. 

Bebol.l,  then,  rirndcmpn.  tlils  la  mr  opinion.  I  tru*t  It  m.iy  cnnvlnre  yu  -f  the 
truth  nnd  Justin-  of  this  wliolp  biialness.  To  this  end.  I  wish  you  Ood'B  lUht  and 
grace; 

I.nmbfrtna  De  Rnu.le. 


rOKliESl'OMlKXCE   TkOM    AmEJIIC.V. 

liov.  Lftiiiliorti]-i  Dc  R.indp  to  ilic  Cl;i-i>i.=  i^f  AuiMfPi-Jmii,  |>t>r  lii^w 

.Toliii  ICiilkocii.  S(.i>.  0.  1705. 

New  York,  Sept.  0,  ITflS. 
lie*.  Sit  and  Much  BespecU-d  Brother  :— 

I  very  gladly  received  yniir  Itev'a.  communication,  which  waa  alao  algnad  \y  the 
Kev.  Budde,  acting  Prealdrnt,  and  dated  tbe  4th  of  February,  together  with  tbat 
book  of  Maraball.     For  this  I  thank  tbe  Itev.  Claaale. 

And  while  I  abide  by  her  declBloD.  (although  approved  by  (ha  Claaala  df  Laldan.) 
that  thia  book  doea  not  come  under  her  aupervlalon  ((hat  of  the  Claaala  ot  Amatec- 
dam)  :  yet  myaalf,  aa  well  aa  other  minlatera  both  here  and  In  Loudon,  ekonot 
approve  ot  tbe  Ideaa  of  that  writer.  Indeed.  I  abhor  the  aame,  and  I  declare,  tbat 
tbey  tend  to  bring  man  to  the  greateat  careleaaneaa.  1  am  alao  grievwd  tbat  tba 
Claaala  ot  Leiden  abould  ever  have  approved  of  auch  a  book ;  alao  that  I  Dsnat  banr 
tbat  thIa  aame  book  la  even  here  recommended  by  Bav.  LaldUe.  I  did  not  tbink  tbat 
tba  Claaala,  after  a  careful  InvMtlgatlan,  could  therewltb  be  plaaaad. 


n  &\aan!Mi«H„  «&  wmm^oI  eartala 
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Bat  I  tlitaik  Uiat  I  li»Te  done  mj  dntj ;  Knd,  &■  loDg  u  I  Utc,  1  hope,  wltb  til* 
k«l)t  of  Ood,  to  watcb  OTir  the  pare  iJoctrlnc,  and  the  faith  which  odm  wt* 
Jaliwred  to  the  lalnti.  B^irttaeTmoie,  I  am  much  pleaaed  with  the  approbation  faj 
tk«  B«T.  Claaala  of  mr  conception  of  the  eternal  proceailon  of  the  Hoi;  Spirit,  etc. 

I  wlah  once  more  to  repeat,  that  mj  vlewa  (on  that  labject)  hate  narer  been 
anjthlns  elee  than  Oitbodai.  Thia  will  now  be  clearly  aeeu  fram  the  aeconpanjlsc 
Anwndix,  which  I  would  have  acut  (In  print)  If  the  time  had  permitted.  We  ha** 
recelTed  the  laat  communication  from  joar  ReTi.,  with  the  arrlral  of  Ber.  Mr. 
Rjadyk.  At  leaat,  Bev.  Bltiema  communicated  It  to  me.  which  his  B«t.  needed  not 
to  hare  done,  becanaa  It  waa  addreaaed  peraoaally  to  him.  I  klndl7  requeat  of  tbe 
Ber.  fcntlamen,  the  Deputatl  ad  Bea  EzCeraa.  that  tbelr  commanlcatlona  maj  be 
directed  heteafter  to  "  The  Babordlnated  Aaumbly."  (the  Cooferentle),  U  the  matters 
treated  In  them  pertain  Co  all.  We  Intend,  (D.  V.)  lo  hold  our  next  meeting  at  tbe 
bestnntnf  af  October,  when  we  hope  to  write  farther  to  jon. 

Ueanv-blle  we  cannot  conceal  from  jour  Boti.,  that  Bet.  L«dalle  (lAldlla)  dote 
not  want  to  bear  of  "  Subordination  ",  but  talka  of  nothing  elie  bat  "  Correapoiid- 
ence."  He  doe*  not  want  to  be  lubordbiate.  Neither  doea  hla  Ber.  want  to  hare 
anrthlng  to  do  with  our  "  Subordinated  AasembI;  ",  (the  Confeicntle),  dot  with 
the  CMtna;  bnt  he  wanu  to  remain  neutral.  The  moat  of  our  Conalator;  membera 
are  alao  inclined  not  to  bare  anything  to  do  with  any  other  leeeleiUatleal)  body  but 
the  Conalatory  of  New  York. 

On  account  of  lack  of  time  I  muat  now  lay  down  the  pen.     WlablDg  to  the  Rct. 
fTlAaala,  to  rouraelfea  and  to  joar  famlUea.  the  bleaalng  of  Ood,  who  li  dear  and 
rich  In  trace,  1  elgn  myself  with  all  love  and  rererence, 
Ber.  Blr  and  Much  Reapeeted  Brother, 

Tour  Be*' a.  obedient  lerrant  and  brother, 

LambertDB  Da  Bonde. 

P.  8.  I  kludl;  requeat  that  jou  aaaure  Rev.  Budde  of  my  respect*.  Underatand- 
las  that  hla  Bev.  no  loogpr  occuple*  the  poaltlon  ot  Deputatna  sd  Bee  Bxteraa,  aad 
not  knowing  the  name  of  the  other  gentleman  (of  the  Depatatl),  I  addreaa  tbla 
letter  to  yoor  BeT. 

I  very  klndty  rcqneat  that  you  will  lee  that  tbe  enclosed  la  brought  to  the  "  poat 
comptolr  ".     I  will  thereby  be  very  moch  obliged  to  you. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Ealkoen,  Minister  at  Amsterdam. 
CORRESPONDENCB  FrOM   AMERICA. 

Kcv,  Lanibortiia  Do  Kond©  to  the  Rev.  John  Kalkoen,  September 
fl.  1765.     Vol.  33,  page  90.     No.  362. 

New  York,  September  0,  1709. 
To  tbe  Bt.  Bev.  John  Kalkoen,  Minister  at  Amsterdam, 
d  flir  and  Stghly  Esteemed  Brother:— 

■vc  already  written  aomi-wbat  In  jcenerat.  In  answer  to  your  Bar'!, 
t  In  tbe  name  of  the  Rev.  Classls,  I  neTenhelesa  thought  It  necessary  to 
write  a  Ultle  more  In  particular  to  your  Rev.,  for  t  look  upon  you  as  a  man  who 
lavM  troth  and  good  order,  and  I  wlah  lo  give  you  an  Idea  of  (he  state  of  affairs 
ta  lUa  onr  city  and  congregation.  In  order  that  tlieae  affairs  may  be  directed  tor  the 
iMt  laUraata  of  all.  by  csullons  and  prudent  mausgement 

Tow  Be««renee  mnat  be  aware.  Indeed,  that  ever  since  the  hour  whan  a  call  waa 
tat  axttaded  to  Ber.  Laldlla.  there  baa  been  no  peace  In  our  congregation ;  that  the 
Duck  party  la  Tcry  much  dlaaatlsfled  with  tbe  English  party,  on  account  of  the 
WiiIlM  e(  certain  membera  of  the  Conalatory.  Tbeie  were  cboeen  for  the  aattafac- 
flN  at  Ike  (young)  Americans,  becanae  they  bad  voted  for  ao  BngHab-speakhic 
■WMw.  Ibt  Dotcft  party  took  tbla  very  111.  Tb^  even  claimed  \n  ascnOaAtft 
Mfc  tbe  Klag^  Cbarter,  M  autribott  (be  rlgbt  of  electing  equally  oiet  t!tea  ^Vi\* 
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coDcregatlon.  Tbla  tnatter  tbc;  broasbt  crcii  tnfore  tbe  cItI)  trlbotul.  After  thi 
point  bad  bMQ  tdToctled.  It  wii  left  to  the  dcclilon  of  tb*  Chief  Jutleea  wbo  too! 
tha  mattar  Into  further  conililenitloii.    Time  will  abow  wbat  tbe  dcclaton  will  ba. 

Tbia  qnarret  bai  not  ibatKl  at  all  alDce  tbe  arrlTal  of  Rer.  Laldlle.  Hla  Bat 
vaa  not  wIltlDE  to  preach  from  Paaalon-teita,  or  bolldar-aenDona.  aa  be  oogtit  to  bBTi 
done;  nor  ti  he  wllltDK  to  be  labordlDate.  He  organliea  ipeclal  meetlnta  wber 
women  br  tbemaelTei.  and  men  and  jrontha  bj  (bemaelrea  expound  tbe  Scriptnrea  b: 
tarna,  repeat  prayer*  from  memorr.  dlaeuea  queatlone  of  coniclenee,  etc.  All  tbla  li 
alao  done  with  cloaed  doon.  and  wltbout  the  ■nperrlalon  of  tbe  Conalatorj  or  of  bti 
eolteaEnea.  Furthermore,  he  reeommende  that  book  of  Uaraball  (on  BanetUeatton) 
and  Kl*eB  ntteranee  to  Ineautloua  eipreaakiDa.  or  peeallar  opinlona.  both  In  aitd  on' 
ot  tbe  pulpit.  All  these  tblng*  make  matters  worae,  and  cause  manr  to  fear  tba' 
he  will  jet  become  an  Independent :  eapeelallj  becanae  be  haa  manj  adberenta 
These  dare  not  contradict  him.  and  are  readf  to  treat  sererelj  any  one  who  openi 
bis  mouth  aitalnat  him.  They  do  not  spare  even  the  old  mlntaters  wbo  bsTe  apen' 
their  Innits  and  powers  In  this  conicTeiiatton. 

There  was  Tery  recently  a  case  of  this  kind  alTectlng  me  iDiIlTldnally.  Tet  '. 
can  boneatly  asaure  your  Bet.  that  I  bare  nothing  elae  In  rlew  but  tmth,  am 
where  It  Is  poaalble.  peace.  After  we  bad  reeeired  your  last  letter,  dated  Pehrnan 
4,  {1T6S).  In  which  you  again  strongly  urged  the  subordination  of  Rev.  Laldlle.  i 
tew  Dutch  members,  as  soon  si  this  became  known,  came  to  my  bouse.  They  hB< 
llrst  called  on  Rer.  Rltxems.  who  sent  Ihem  to  me.  In  order  flrst  to  Inquire,  what 
would  aay.  Tbey  asked  me.  whether  I  could  not  deylse  some  plan,  or  meana.  b; 
which  peace  could  be  reslored  In  our  cnniiregatloD.  I  replied  tbat  I  was  hearlll; 
willing  to  take  this  mslter  Into  consideration,  and  cooter  aboat  It  with  Re> 
RItiema.  They  further  DHked  me  whether  Ke\.  Ijildlle  should  not  be  "  SubardluatC ' 
<ta  the  ClssalB),  ae  well  as  Durselves.  1  Bnnwered  them  In  the  sDrmallTe.  aaylnfl 
that  thia  wag  the  desire  of  the  Claosls :  that  hla  Rev.  had  been  written  to.  and  the 
be  might  DOW  pruhal>ly  yield  to  II.  Tbey  further  Biioke  about  those  meetings  wbic) 
be  had  organlipd.  In  reference  to  (hli,  1  told  Ihem  that  I  was  not  opposed  to  wel 
regulnted  gatherings,  which  were  In  accordsnce  with  the  usages  of  our  [Tilherland 
and  tended  for  mutusl  Inalructlon  and  improrement :  but  I  did  dIsapprOTe  ot  al 
kinds  ol  mettlngs  out  of  which  might  arliw  wrong  eiperlences.  Of  these  they  bsi 
Slven  a  few  specimens. 

No  sooner  did  my  Consistory  And  out  that  those  Dutch  members  bad  called  on  me 
than  Ihey  were  Indignant,  and  three  membere  dime  to  my  housp ;  and  although  the; 
could  not  condemn  what  hnd  occurred,  for  1  told  thrm  all  the  clrcamstances.  ani 
tbat  I  bIso  fnTored  the  suhordlnatlon  of  I^ldlle.  and  disapproved  of  his  meetings 
yet  they  seemed  to  be  rery  much  dlsrleased  with  me.  They  look  It  up  as  ■  con 
splracy  between  myself  and  the  IHitch  party,  and  ix'srched  out  everything  that  couU 
be  brought  up  which  tended  to  my  hurt.  Tbla  went  ou  so  far.  with  some  lying  an' 
fabrications,  that  a  few  unpleasant  wordn  rnssed  between  Rev.  I^ldlie  and  myself 
After  I  had  told  him  what  I  Ihoiighl  II  to  be  my  duty  to  tell  him,  he  came  to  m; 
houae  and  asked  pardon  from  my  wife  and  myself.  Thus  this  storm  blew  ot« 
again. 

Bnt  abortlj  after  that,  the  acene  was  reverBpff.  nnd  I  was  mid  to  be  the  perwr 
wbo  aboutd  hare  asked  pardnn  from  I.aldlle.  This  lie  was  cut  abort  by  other  wit 
nesses  who  had  heard  things  to  the  contrary.  When  (hey  could  Inrent  nothing  mor 
to  annoy  me.  tiro  elders  came  to  my  baiiae.  They  said  that  the  two  ministers.  Rei 
Rlliema.   who  had   Immedlntely   taken  part   with    the   Consistory,   and   Rev.    UHmU 

to  preach  In  ntiy  other  congregation,  onlslde  my  own  charge.  For  Mample :  whr 
I  am  traveling  among  the  Presbyterlsng ;  for  In  the  goodness  of  God.  and  hla  specla 
Providence,  I  ato  competent  to  presch  the  tvord  In  the  English  langoage  atao  o 
eren  here  In  the  city  In  a  house,  Bui  Ibis  I  hsd  done  all  winter  during  the  week 
In  addition  to  my  regular  pfachlngservtco'i,  ii|Mm  reiiuest  of  a  great  many;  anf 
praise  tie  lo  f!™!.  not  allogeiher  without  a  hlesslng,  I  was  about  to  show  tbem  tha 
I  hsd  a  right  to  do  this  tbing;  hut  those  two  gentlemen  were  not  wlHIng  to  debat 
tbat  point  with  me.  They  simply  said,  (bat  If  I  was  of  B  different  opinion,  I  ahonli 
conalsifiry  ot  If.  This.  I  engnirpd  to  do.  nnd  I  am  now  about  tn  ban- 
I.  A  copy  of  wblch  I  also  take  the  liberty  to  forward  to  yoa,     (See  Aug 
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If  roor  Bar.  utf  other  TheologUna  agree  with  me  In  thinking  that  mj  opinion  ll 
baaed  npon  the  Word  ot  Qod,  I  wish  yon  wonld  be  kind  enough  to  ommnnleate  tout 
oplalon  to  me,  a«  alao  that  of  the  Bet.  CluMla.  To  the  aathorlly  of  Claisti  I  haT* 
•Iwaji  been  willing  to  eafamlt,  and  glye  It  all  due  reapect.  Bat  I  wonld  hare  joD 
take  ore  that  1  maj  be  illowed  to  continae  Id  the  preaching  of  the  Ooapel  (elie- 
wbere).  In  addition  to  the  obeerTance  of  my  own  proper  eerrleet.  Tor  I  uaare  yoa, 
daarty-belored  brother,  that  both  a  Decemry  and  peculiar  Protldenee  of  Qod  It  to 
be  obeerred  In  the  fact,  that  I  bad  to  learn  a  langoage,  agalnit  which  I  had  had  as 
antipathy  (or  twtlTO  or  thirteen  years,  and  whicb  I  only  commenced  to  atody  a 
altort  time  preTlous  to  the  arrival  of  Ber.  Laldlle.  Yet  I  lo  far  acquired  It  daring 
tbe  Brmt  year,  by  the  help  of  God,  that  I  compoied  a  abort  "  System  ",  which  I  ased 
for  caleehetlcsl  lostroctlon ;  and  In  tbe  second  year,  I  preacbed  In  It.  Before  the 
comlDg  of  BCT.  Laldlle,  I  had  over  eighty  catechumens  (In  English)  ;  bat  aa  soon  aa 
ka  came  my  **  Systeni  "  was  discarded.  The  children  were  then  put  and«r  the 
testractlni  ot  a  newly  appointed  teacher,  a  tailor  fay  trade,  who  openly  declared  to 
ma.  that  the  opinions  of  Uaraball  were  tha  foundation  of  hit  faith.  Becently  alao 
Bev.  laldlle  Introduced  «  Utile  catecblam.  by  Bct  Hellenbroek.  This  bsd  been 
Irualated  Into  Bngllata  by  a  man  nained  Low.  a  builder  by  trade.  It  waa  pre- 
sented to  the  consistory  with  the  Intention  tbat  tbc  yoang  people  should  be  cate- 
thked  from  It. 

Pnun  these  specimens  It  will  be  very  apparent  to  you  how  thinga  go  on  here.     I, 

Im  my  part,  algb   onder  these  things  and  others,  and  pour  out  my  prayers  before 

Ood.     I  am  willing,  supported  by  his  strength,  lo  bear  reproach  for  His  name's  sake. 

1        I  litd  been  lealous  to  secure  an  English  minister.     Would  that  he  were  pure  In  doc- 

I       triu.  uid  acted  In  conformity  wltb  oar  Coostltutlon  1     But  alas  <     I  bear  so  many 

I        tblnga     May  tbe  Lord  vatcb  OTcr  the  many  ttiousand  souIb  In  the  Church  of  New 

I        .Ictherland.      I  haye  now  been  slatloaed  here  for  more  than  flfleen  years,  and  bare 

I        uner  known    of    such    tblngs   among   us    b^farp.      ET?r.r1hlng    has    slwiyi    gone    on 

peaceably,  but  the  times  SaTC  now  changed.      I  hear  of  noTellles.     There  Is  much 

(laoMir  about  sudden   couTersloas  at  those  wbo  attend   these   meetings   which   have 

been  organlied.  but  I  tall  to  see  any  frulta.     Would  to  God.  It  were  Irue '.     Dow  I 

voaM  thep  rejoice  with  all  who  tear  God.    Ob !  that  God  would  pour  out  Bis  Spirit 

la  aa  abundant  measure  oyer  our  Zion. 

Ber.  Brother !  remember  tbe  stale  of  our  Church  In  your  prayers.  Pray  (or  your 
Iratber  who  Is  reproached  for  the  sake  ot  tbe  pure  Gospel  trulh.  1  commend  myself 
b>  your  affection,  good  counsel,  and  assistance.  Counl  me  worlhy  to  send  me  per- 
■oaally  a  letter  In  reply,  1  will  gladly  do  everything  which  my  conscience  will  allow 
*e  to  do.  Possibly,  my  time  may  not  be  much  longer.  By  bard  study  and  a  seden- 
tary life,  my  constitution  has  been  undermined.  But  my  anxiety  Is  for  the  sheCp 
whieb  I  hare  shepherded  so  long,  that  Ihey  may  not  be  torn  to  pieces  by  wolves. 
T*«  Lord  be  with  yon  and  strengthen  you.  and  support  you,  and  make  you  an  inatni- 
•MBt  In  His  hand  In  winning  many  souls  to  our  glorious  King. 
I  reiaain,  with  special  love  Id  my  heart  loword  your  Bev., 

Highly  Esteemed  Brother,  Your  humble  servant  and  brother, 

LambertuB  De  Ronde. 


COEBESPOJJDESCE   Fl'.OM    AMERICA. 

Bbt.  Joannas  Kitzt'ma  to  tlie  Classis  of  Aiustcnlain,  Sop.  10,  1TC5. 
Vol.  33,  page  90.     No.  361. 

U|ht  He*.  Gentlemen,  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ : — 

Tka  opportunity  whIcb  now  exists  to  send  a  letter  to  Amsterdam  without  cost, 
4^  B*  tbe  botdnCM  to  take  up  my  pen.  for  I  donbt  whether  I  will  bay«  anoVtin 
»r  oar  (Conferenlle)  Meeting,  which  will  not  b«  ti«\d  \>elQTB  \.^« 
la  October. 
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Give  our  hearty  ttaaaks  to  the  Rey.  Classis,  In  my  behalf,  for  the  trouble  they  tank 
in  'sending  letters  over  to  us,  and  especially  for  the  copy  of  their  letter  to  tiM 
so-called  Coetus.  (See  June  3,  17G5.)  This  contains  a  complete  exhlMtkm  of  tkt 
weakness  of  their  whole  scheme,  and  I  have  read  it  with  the  utmost  ptaasois;  1 
haye  also  read  it  to  some  others  who  are  well-wishers  to  our  Zion.  We  haye  rMioa 
to  praise  yery  highly  the  patience  shown  by  the  Rey.  Clatels.  They  haye  neglwtid 
nothing  pertaining  to  the  whole  business,  but  haye  thoroughly  examined  and  goM  t» 
the  bottom  of  the  matter.  The  Lord,  who  makes  everything  clear  in  its  tlBM^ 
command  his  blessing  upon  your  labor,  that  we  may  pluck  the  desired  fmlti  £rhb 
this  experience. 

Domine  Rysdyk  arrived  here,  with  his  family  all  in  good  health,  on  August  80th, 
1765,  about  8  P.  M.  He  preached  here  with  great  satisfaction,  on  September  1ft, 
to  a  large  audience.  In  the  few  days  of  his  stay  among  us,  he  has  also  excited  in 
us  high  hopes  that  his  Rey.  will  be  a  man  who  will  meet  our  full  expectations.  Be 
has  already  gone  to  his  destination,  and  day  before  yesterday  preached  his  Inaognnl 
sermon  in  Hopewell,  N.  Y.  His  Rev.  was  very  much  pleased  with  his  reception  here, 
as  also  with  the  extent  of  our  city  and  the  excellent  buildings  which  he  saw;  and 
especially  with  the  recently  erected  Academy,  (Kings  College).  I  hope  thit  hli 
Rey.  may  also  find  it  pleasant  In  the  enyironments  of  his  country  home.  The  other 
two  ministerial  gentlemen  are  awaited  with  high  anticipations. 

In  reference  to  the  last  letter  of  the  Right  Rey.  Classis,  which  speaks  of  a  former 
request  of  mine,  that  there  might  be  sent  over,  two  or  three  candidates,  I  moft 
observe  that,  although  the  request  was  made  by  ipe  alone,  yet  I  afterwards  communi- 
cated it  to  the  brethren,  and  they  approved  of  It.  But  we  find  now  that  the  plaeci 
for  which  we  Intended  them,  can  be  otherwise  filled ;  one  by  Domine  Aemillofl,  who 

has  come  over ;  and  the  other  by  sending  a  Call to  a  eertiln 

candidate  in  Duisburgh,  through  the  assistance  of  Domine  Cock,  the  German  minister 
in  the  Camp,  (Germantown).  Therefore  the  sending  over  of  those  candidates  asled 
for.  Is  no  longer  necessary,  unless  further  notice  is  given.  I  am  satisfied  with  the 
resolution  of  the  Rev.  Classis  not  to  send  any  more  at  present,  except  on  farther 
request.  The  reason  why  I  made  request  for  candidates  was,  among  other  things* 
this:  that  the  expense  would  be  less.  For  this  is  very  heavy  on  the  congregatloDS 
when  a  minister,  with  a  large  family,  comes  over.  These  heavy  expensetf  glye  oeei- 
sion  also  to  the  Coetus  ministers  to  persuade  the  congregations  not  to  call  minlstert 
from  Holland,  b  or  those  of  their  own  preparation  can  be  obtained  at  little  or  no 
expense,  and  then,  say  they,  they  know  also  whom  they  are  to  get. 

That  word  **  Subordination  "  seems  to  be  very  distasteful  for  our  Colleague  Laldlie> 
It  therefore  puts  our  Consistory  In  somewhat  of  a  dll^pima — the  holding  of  nch  • 
(subordinate)  Assembly,  (the  so-called  Conferentle),  In  our  present  clrcumsttoces; 
for  we  have  now  on  hand  a  lawsuit  with  those  brethren  who  were  against  the  ctlliof 
of  an  English-speaking  minister.  Our  Consistory  hardly  knows  what  to  do  under  the 
circumstances.  Matters  have  also  become  still  worse,  because  my  CoUeagne  ^ 
Ronde  has  united  himself  with  them  (the  Dutch  party)  and  would  like  to  see  our 
beloved  Laidlle  expelled  from  the  congregation.  But  I  hope  to  manipulate  oiattersi 
so  that,  with  the  help  of  others,  we  shall  try  to  keep  peace  among  ourselves,  flr^« 
and  then  seek  to  further  the  Interests  of  others  outside ;  for  I  am  sure  that  onr  Co^' 
sistory  will  not  unite  with  the  Coetus,  but  they  will  with  us,  (the  Conferentle)  etea 
although  Colleague  Laldlle  has  become  a  little  too  familiar  with  those  (Coetus) 
brethren. 

The  great  desire  which  animates  me.  and  which  I  find  Is  agreeable  to  many  otberSi 
Is  to  call  a  Professor  of  Theology  from  Holland  for  our  new  Academy  (Kings  Col- 
lege). I  find  much  opposition  to  my  plan,  however,  and  especially  from  certtin 
ones,  who,  I  think,  have  the  least  right  to  oppose  it.  And  the  so-called  Presbyte 
rlans  of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey  are  now  aroused  to  this  same  purpose — to  try 
and  get  such  a  man  In  their  Academy,  (Princeton  College).  And  those  Preshjte* 
rlans,  as  I  have  been  told,  have  already  requested  the  Coetus  ministers  to  glye  theis 
assistance  therein  and  they  would  send  for  such  a  Professor.  This  I  make  known 
to  the  Rev.  Classis.  In  the  hope  that  If  there  should  come  any  such  request  oefore 
the  Reverend  Classis,  from  that  side  (the  Coetus),  or  any  Information  shonld  he 
received  on  this  matter,  that  It  be  not  settled  too  hastily  and  without  my  knowledi^- 
For  I  have  some  hopes  yet  to  secure  my  object,  (a  Professor  In  Klngi  <3oUefe).  It 
Ib  hindered  only  by  those  in  our  midst,  who  declare  themselves  to  be  one  with  the 


OF  TUB    BtATB    < 


imam  0BI7  In  name,  but  an  retllj  iDdcpcDdenta.  Tber  think  thtt  If  «c 
A  k  (DlTlaltj)  Profcwoi  Id  oor  Acaitmj,  (Ktnsa  College)  It  wonld  ■ood  cauM  uh 

■Blta  wltb  tb«  diimb  of  Enxland ;  bat  tbere  la  Juat  aa  little  teaaonablencaa  In 
A  a  tbonxbt,  aa  tn  that  otbei  thooElit  of  thoae  cancelled  tbonsh  hoaorabla  citi- 
ng whom  aebemea  bare  been  ao  admirabtr  anal;*ed  bj  Toar  Bctb..  who  mmttt 
•t  thdr  Bnillah  cltlaanablp  makea  it  iDCODalatent  for  them  to  remain  membera  of 
I*  Owteb  of  miT  Fatberlanil.  If  I  ahould,  bowereT.  ODallr  be  compelled  to  kIts  np 
V  Phw>  I  aball,  namthaleaa,  bare  a  dear  conaclence,  Chat  I  hara  done  mj  dat7. 

1  HhMrib*  njaalf,  Right  Ber.  OentlameD,  P&thera  and  Brethren  In  Chrlat,  wlUl 
'^  bIflhMt  eatMin  and  reapect.  iitj  the  Lord  crown  wltb  hla  faTor,  all  jour  eSorta 
*  Mi  babalt.  aa  wall  aa  all  rout  labora ;  mar  He  alao  dwell  among  ua  wltb  bta 


Your  BIgbt  B«T'a. 


*•■  T«rt,  8«pt.  10.  17«. 


To  tbe  Bight  Rnereod  and  Highly  L««rn«d  Gentlemen, 

Joba.  Kalkoen  and  TTllhelniQa  ran  den  Broek, 

Hlgblr-Be^ecttd  Wnlatera  In  Amaterdam,  and  now 

"  Tbe  DepntatI  of  the  Rer.  Claaala  In  reference  to 

Foreign  ABaIra:" 


BcMlTcd,  November  41b,  1705. 
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ADMINISTRATION    OF    SIR  HENRY  MOORE,   BART, 

NOVEMBER  13,  1765-SEPTEMBER  12,  1769. 

CnuECH  OF  New  Yohk. 

Miuiijal  type.     Publication  of  the  Pi^alm  Book  and  Liturgy,  ia 

English. 

N«w  York,  8eptemb«i  18,  1T«5. 
Comtslory   bpid   attrr  palllnn  oa  Ooil'i  name. 

1.  Tbe  letter  of  Ur.  Daniel  CrommellD.  of  Amatenlain,  Hay  Slat,  17SS,  wltli  th* 
bill  for  tbr  Mnalc  Notea.  amoaatlDg  to  BS7  lalldria,  sad  12  itlren.  waa  bnraibt  1b. 

Kpaolved.  That  the  aame  be  pa[d  to  blm.  either  In  a  bill  of  eiehange  or  la  rfHf 
inoaeT.  Ur.  KTtrt  Baocker  waa  appointed  to  borroir  tbe  neceaaarj  moQcj  from  tlM 
TreBBurcr,  and  aderwardi  reatore  It  from  Ibe  promda  of  the  hook,  when  printed. 

2.  Mpsara.  Jho.  B[«TDOrI,  Anlhonj  TeuBfCk,  Jakobna  Van  Zindt  aad  Abram  Lott 
waa  appointed  a  rommlttee  to  further  the  pnpaiatlon  of  Iha  Paalm  Book  and 
Fomiularira.  Said  rommlltee  will  secure  Ibe  paper  In  the  beat  manner  poaalble. 
tgKv  wltb  tbe  prialer  for  the  whole  Impreialan  of  2000  eoplea  with  SOO  Catechlana 
■eparately.  It  II  la  required  to  pay  Immediately  for  tbe  paper,  oi  for  part  (d  tbe 
printing  before  ibe  wnrli  In  entirely  done,  they  hate  tbe  rlttht  to  draw  upon  the 
Trcaaurer  for  tlie  neceaaary  turn. 

S.  Tbe  cammliiee  on  tbe  Knglltb  translation  of  tbe  Hellenbrock  Catechtam, 
reported  that  tbey  founil  U  to  agree  with  tbe  orlfflnal  Dnicb.  Whereupon  II  waa 
approTed. 

J.  Itltaema,  p.  t.  Prealdent 

Acts  or  the  Ci.assis  or  Amsterdam. 

1765,  Oct.  7tli.  Art.  2.  Prof.  Ciirtcniiis*  likewise  asks  that 
Ilia  book,  print^'d  in  quarto  at  dp  (rront's,  treating  of  those  things 
in  the  Epistles  of  Paul  which  are  hard  to  understand,  and  on  cer- 
tain other  places  nf  Peter's  and  Paul's  Epistles,  pages  3-552  in- 
clusive, may  be  approved. 

Ixivering,  by  the  month  nf  Rev.  V,  D.  Broek,  also  asks  the 
aame  in  regard  to  the  pamphlet  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Eikers  on  Matt 
13.     This  the  Classis  granted,     xiv.  52. 

CiirRcii  OF  New  Yokk. 
Consistory  refuses  to  recognize  officially,  the  Conferentie. 

New  York,  October  T,  1785. 
ConslMory  bold  after  calling  on  God'a  nnme. 
A  requent  waa  presented  by  domloe  Joannea 
Ibe  tbree  ministers  loBPiber  wllh  three  Eldera 

*n»  waa  uncle  of  Rev.  AntonlUB  CutUKVna  ot  Bv^unauA,  « 


OF  THB  State  op  Kbw  York. 


and  BIdeiB  (of  tb*  Ci>nf«raDtl«1  tn  order  to  read  tbe  letters  from  ttie  CIbuIs  ot 
Ani«t*rd«m,  end  attend  to  ■nch  otber  mitter«  bi  might  sriae. 

The  CoDilatorr  tmirerFd,  after  the  matter  bad  been  dlacuaged  orer  and  orer; 
that  titer  bdouged  neither  to  the  Coelua  nor  to  the  Conferehtie,  sad  therefore 
dodred  to  dalefate  no  eldera  bnt  tbej  adhered  to  their  letter  to  the  Claaala  of 
Amatprdam  wrttlen  In  17M.  Thto  letter  w*a  now  read  again,  and  approved  by 
tbe  Colleacoe  Laldlle,  who  holds  hlmaelf,  irlth  the  conalatnry,  anbordlnate  to  the 
Clasala  of  Amaterdam.  Thej  recolved  to  make  known  their  coorae  b;  letter  to  tb« 
la  ot  Amaterdam,  and  gate  domlne  Rltiema  and  domlne  de  Itonde  their  free- 
(To  attend  the  Conferentle  If  they  aaw  flt.  This  the;  did,  na  their  namee 
ir  Id  tbe  Record  of  Conferentle  of  that  date.] 
BIgned   etc., 

J.  Rltaema.  p.  t.  Prealdeat. 


Acts  of  the  Rev,  Assembly  op  Ministers  and  Ki.i>etw,  (the 

CONFBEBNTIE,)    SUBORDINATE  TO  THE  CtAasia  OF  AMSTERDAM, 

New  Yo&K,  Oct.  8,  9,  &  10,  iTfiS. 

New  Yerk.  October  8,  1765. 
Tbe  Aaaemblr  tnet,  and  waa  opened  with  prajer  b;  Dom.  Rltaeiiia,  as  President 


HI  Dialers 
I.  loannea  R I  taenia 
I^mbertua  De  RoDde 
Joannea  Bcboyler 
tttpianaa  Van  SIndeten 


Uembera  Preaenl. 


J.  C.  I 


abel, 


J.  C,  Fryenmoet 
Ben].  Van  Der  LInde 
a.  D.  Kock 
J.  H.  Rem 
Isaac  Byidjek 


Rem  Remaen 
Peter  Vaaburg 
Darld  Ter  Hnne 

Peter  Sharp 
Hendrik  Whitman 
Isaac  BrlnckerbolT 
Jeremiah  Snyder,  from  Stlsilng 
Coraetliis  Peeraon.  from  Klngstaa 
Martin  De  La  Metre  and  John 
BlBurelt,  delegates  from 
Mormelton  and  Tappan. 


I.  CoenNKiiea/laiM.— A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam  to  tbe  Assembly, 
dated  Febmary  I.  1769.  and  one  from  the  aame  to  Dom.  Rltiema,  dated  May  23. 
niB,  referring  to  the  Aaaembly,  with  a  copy  of  tbelr  letter  to  the  nn-called  Coctas 
«(  lone  3.  were  presented  and  read.     The  brethren   heard  them   with  great  satls- 
ftetlon,  and  reaolved  to  eipreaa  tbelr  tbanka  by  letter  to  tbe  Rev.  Classls. 
X.  Oflom.— Dom.  RItaema  was  cboaen  President,  and  Dom.  De  Ronde,  Clerk. 
1.  Snailuttoii  Ke^KSSlnl.— The  atodent  Oerrlt  Leydekker  appeareij,  and  reqoeated 
Ike  Aasenbly  to  appoint  a   person   to  examine   him   In  noinlM   Clai»lt.   wblcb  was 
^■led,  and  the  dnty  assigned,  at  his  dealre,  to  the  President. 
■epanted  with  tbankaglTlng. 

Afternoon  Session. 
Opened  with  prayer. 

L  Cam  wt  Mormtlion.—A  letter  waa  read  from  some  mcnibers  of  tbe  congregratiOD 
,  (Uarbletown).  who  beld  themselves  subordinate  to  tbe  Rev.  Classla. 
Ca  dlrlalon  among  them,  produced  by  those  who  adhere  to  the  CoetTtK. 
r  nqoMtlnit  tbe  advice  of  Ibis  body  In  their  tad  c.on4ll\oii.     Mlet 
Miita  Ay  Ur.  Van  Meln,  It  irns  found  that  tbe   A.sscinli\s  <:o>a.\& 
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do  nothing  efflcletit  for  tb«m  nnlEl 
wen  dlrrctrd   to  ■ttrinpt.  anil  tben  mi 

Separated  with  tbankiElTliir 

October 

Opcnrd  wltb  pimrer  b;  tbe  Preildent. 

1.  BubtcriplUm  of  Ihe  ArHcfoi.— Tbe  beading  of  tbe  subecrlptliH]  to  tbe  Fun 
mental  Artlclei,  and  tbe  Bnle*  ot  the  mlnlatera  and  elden  belonsinx  to 
AMemblj  ander  tbe  Claaala,  were  read,  and  alined  anew  bj  tbe  members.  ( 
iDltni,  pp.  Til.,  ull.) 

(On  the  Deit  pace  tbe  followloB  algnatnrea  are  foand  attached  to  a  new  bead! 

Tbe  B«T.  AaacmbiT  of  Ulniaten  and  Elden  nnder  the  Claaala  of  Amsterdam,  i 
In  tbe  ConalitoiT  Chamber  of  New  York.  October  10,  1149,  baTlng  read  aialn 
Pnodamenlal  Articles  of  tbe  Coetna,  tofether  wltb  tbe  ncnlatlona  for  holding 
aame,  herein  before  recorded,  glre  their  full  conaant  thereto,  and  dealre  to  t 
their  Assembly  on  do  other  Bronnd.  Bnt,  as  tbej  hare  now  altered  the  name 
CoetDS  Into  that  of  an  Assembtf  of  Ulnlatera  and  Elden  nnder  tbe  Rer.  Claaab 
,       Anuterdam,  tber  bare  tbooibt  food  to  snbscrlbe  tbe  foresoInK  polnta  anew. 

Joannea  RItiema.  V.  D.  U, 
Lambertna  De  Bonde,  V.  D.  M. 
Joannea  Bcbnjrler,  V.  D.  U. 
Dlplsntu  Van  Slnderen,  V.  D.  it. 
JcwQuea  Ciipir  Frreamoet.  V.  D.  U. 
Ben],   Van  Der  Llade,   V.   D.    U. 
Joaanei  Caspar  Rnbel.  V.   D.  M. 
Gerhard  Daniel  Cock,  V,  D,  M. 
Joannea  MlehesI  Kern,  V.  D.  M. 
Isaac  RysdTCk,  V.  D.   U. 

Eldete. 
n;nler  Van  Qleaen,  Hackenuck. 
Rem  Remaen.   Klnga  Conntj. 
Jeremiah  Vander  Bllt,  Klncs  ConnlT. 
David  Terhnne.  Permla.  (Parumna.) 
Peter  Scherp,  Kamp.  (Camp.) 
Henr7  Wblteman.  New  York. 
iMse  Brlnckerbolf.  Veakel,  etc.,   (FlghkUt. 
Cornelias  Petaen,  of  SInfaton. 

2.  Toppoit  and  Don,  Ferbrtxt.— Tbe  case  of  Tsppan,  with  tbe  complaint  agali 
Don.  Verbrrck.  waa  taken  up.  and  tbe  Assembly  saw  flt  to  appoint  a  committee 
loqoliT,  conslstlDB  of  tbe  Ber.  Messn.  Rltiema,  Scbujlrr  and  De  Ronde,  w: 
Instrnctlons  to  settle  the  matter.  If  It  wen  posalble. 

S.  Ulitasteii.— Tbe  case  of  Kingston  was  taken  up,  and  postponed  until  t 
afternoon. 

4.  Prtnling  Onkml.— It  waa  nnanlmonslj  resolved  thnt  tonr  hundred  copies 
Bngllsb.  and  six  hundred  In  Dotch.  abonld  be  printed,  b;  the  flrst  oppartnnlt7, 
Ihe  letter  written  bj  tbe  Re*.  Claaals  to  the  so-called  Coetns.  and  sent  to  na. 

5.  Com  of  Dom.  Bovmberg.—la  thia  case  tbe  Aasembly  did  not  Dud  Itself  in  a  nu 
ditlon  to  do  anything  bnt  earnaatly  commend  the  congregation  to  the  Inspection  ' 
the  Qcigliljorlng  mlnlaten. 

6.  KtiiBilon  and  Dom.  Jfry^-— Id  tIcw  at  tbe  sad  condition  of  Kingston,  owlsg  ' 
tbe  retnaal  of  Dom.  Ueyer  to  be  snbordlnate  to  the  ReT.  Clasata,  the  Assemb' 
determined  once  more  to  try  to  conrlDce  him,  hj  ■  letter,  of  his  error  In  th 
matteri  bnt  yet.  In  tear  leat  all  writing  abonld  prove  frnltleaa.  to  prewnt  the  mitti 
I*  tbe  Rer.  Claaala.  wltb  an  eameat  request  for  their  flnal  eoDCIntfon  th«Mn.  tki 
we  mar  know  how  la  goTem  onraelvea:  At  the  same  time  hnmbl;  to  prapose  to  tl 
B*r.  Clusla  tbe  only  means  which  we  tblnk  to  be  proper  for  guarding  the  prlilM 

of  oar  Cbnrcb.     The  PtesVdenl  anft  C\eTV  wew  RVVAti\.»4  \<i  verform  this  dntj, 
Cloaed  with  tbantaglTlas  to  God, 
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Opened  with  pnr«r  l>7  the  President 

JMatoelta*.— Tbe  ■todetit.  Oeirlt  Lerdekk^r.  appeaced.  and  after  preacblDg  a 
dfMoniae,  waa  examined  b;  tbe  Frealdent  on  tbe  Ronpe]  of  JobD  In  Oreek,  and  on 
tk*  ^nlma  In  Hebrew,  and  atterwarda  In  tbeoloir;  whereupon  be  was  admitted  to 
tba  preecblng  <tf  tbe  Ooepel. 

The  Aeeemblr  concladed  wEth  thankaclTlng  to  Ood;  to  come  lOEettaer  asaln  Id 
tke  eAcrnoon,  to  attend  to  aome  bnalneaa  jet  nallnEahed. 

Afternoon  Sesalon. 

The  condition  of  the  Chnrcb  waa  conaldered,  la  respect  to  the  confnalon  caoaed 
tf  tkc  Ooetna  mJolatera  and  thvlr  adherents,  and  tbe  dlatnrbancea  of  our  rest  b; 
Utlt  dlaorderij  Istmalons.  It  waa  concluded  that  we  can  do  nolblDg  better  than 
1m  IttST  onnclTca  witb  them  as  llttte  sa  posalble,  following  the  example  ol  tbe  Rer. 
OmiIb.  to  leare  them  to  themaelre«,  and  to  stand  by,  la  word  and  not.  the  con- 
pigfttlon*  wblcb  aeek  our  advice  and  aid:  ao  that  others  mar  be  conrlnced.  by  our 
MMae,  that  we  hare  at  heart  onl;  the  preaervallon  of  the  aouod  doctrine  and 
^od  order  of  the  MetbcrlandlBh  Cbarch. 

2.  CtoMF.— Tbe  Aaaemblj,  with  hearty  thankSElflng  to  Ood,  for  bis  sraolnus 
prarlilpncv  OTcr  us,  br  which  we  were  enabled  to  meet.  In  ordor  )o  promote, 
•nordlnir  to  oor  sblllt;,  the  welfare  of  our  ZEon.  separsted.  with  the  wish  and 
ffayer  that  It  would  please  Blm  to  prosper  our  work  lo  bis  own  elorj.  ani]  to  the 
ssiratlon  of  mu7  sonla. 

Blgned,  In  tbe  name  of  ell, 

J.  Rltsema.  PreH. 
L.   Dc  Roade.   Tlerk. 

CiiCRcii  OF  New  Yobk, 
Va»ilt8,     Views  of  Elders  and  Deacons  to  be  sent  to  Classic. 

New  York,  October  ISIh.  1703. 
ConiUlorr  held  after  calUns  on  God's  name. 

I.  Tweotj-two  deeds  for  vaults  la  tbe  jord  of  the  New  Cburcb  were  brouKht  In. 

The  rouslstorj  ordered  them  to  be  signed  bf  the  President  and  to  have  the  seat  of 

the  Corpocatton  afflied. 

1.  It  baring  been  reaalved  at  the  meeting  of  October  Tlh,  la  write  to  the  riossta 

■■terdam   respecting  the  position  of  Conslstorj-,   (In    reterenre   lo  (he   Coelna 

,    sad  Conferentle)  the  Elder,  Antbon;  Ten  Eyck   with  tbe  Dearona.  Erert  Rnncker 

I  Abram  Lott  were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  the  letter.     (See  Oct.  24, 

HIB.I 

ftlgnofi  etc.. 


I  "Tbe  Assembly  Scbordixate  to  thk  Clas^is  "'  (on  the  Cox- 

ferestie)     to    the    Revei!exd     Classis    or    Amsterdam, 

October  22,  1765. 
I*  A*  Rer.  Claaala  of  Amsterdam  : — 

Klara  the  honor  herewith.  Ser.  Brethren,  to  aend  to  70U  mlnutea  of  our  meet- 
kltM  Which  TOO  will  aee  who  met  with  as.  and  what  business  waa  done. 

IbwI  mj  of  Doa.  Blaaw.  bowerer.  that  he  was  absent,  not  becanae  of  anr 
"hfMM  to  onlt*  with  OB,  lint,  as  we  learn  from  a  tetter  received  from  blm 
^  <■  ■mlliil  beeaaaa  be  did  not  receive  anfllelent  notice  nt  tbe  ca\l,  aii4  >.\wi 
*>W  s(  ■■  taHBunatioii  la  bl«  tbrott 
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n>  ihonld  >i>rr  h*t1  n  tnini[iil1  itrmlon.  hail  nnt  i>'ir  iv>itiv  hn>n  dNIurlwil  hjr 
Dttwra.  Tbi  conplsInK  ol  rtiow  wbn  aMde  hy  IIii>  Xi>Mi>'rt.inilliih  Cliiirch  and  wl«h 
thlQEi  (a  be  on  tb«  nlil  rnoilBE-  anil  irlll  nnt  imllF  Willi  tlip  r'lvtiiH.  ar»  painful  to 
na:  and  the  mart  wo;  alnro  wf  ran  do  nntblnji  tur  lli<>m  on  H<i-iiiin<  of  ihe  opponlllon 
which  preralli  on  all  nldrs.  and  (o  vhlcti.  an  ynii  Lnvi-  bn-n  Inf'irmnl.  the  CoDRlstorx 
of  New  York  glrra  nn  llitli'  IniliicpmcDt.  To  dr'lny  ni  tont-i-r  nn  th»"  mattera.  we 
take  (he  llhertr  to  wnd  ynu  [he  nrlRlnal  rcplli-x  '>r  Mohxh'.  VTliryfk  and  Mpyr. 
locether  wllh  a  coiiy  of  Ihp  IpIIitn  wrllten  to  the  IntiiT.  Thene  repllen  rerral 
Terr  plalnlT  the  tpflt  of  Indepondi'Dcy.  and  we  think  the  brelhren  would  not  hare 
written  them  had  thny  out  been  Induced  hj-  othara.  The  letter  to  Dom.  Verbrjck 
IB  not  worlhT  of  Ih'Iue  fnrwarded  lo  yoii.  at  It  contnlnnd  only  the  notice  of  an 
appoint  men  I  for  a  laeellnR. 

If  we  are  (n  CDUtlniie  tliu>  nlth  our  hands  t-ound.  nml  *•■''  mir  frlenils  firoanlni 
under  the  yoke  nf  their  oi>pre»nr«.  we  oee  no  other  reaort  than  to  r>qneiit  Ibe 
protertlon  of  oiir  King.  We  pri>|ioiia  It  for  your  iMrloiis  connlderatlon.  wbethrr 
It  Is  not  nereRury  lo  oblaln  throiiitb  the  l^rds  Oommliwary  In  tha  Synod,  that 
the  Amhauador  of  the  Stnies  Ceneral  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  nay  be  coD- 
mlaaloned  to  rppn-sent  thst  the  Netherlandish  rhiirchen  In  North  America  are 
opprpiiml  In  Ihelr  pr1vlli^-ii  anil  llhertlcs  liy  a  hand  of  minlatera  who,  throosb  a 
■plrlt  of  Indeiieadcnry,  baie  10111  them  away  from  the  NetherlaxdJah  Cbnrcb,  and 
cait  off  their  n-lnrlnnH  lo  that  Church.  In  the  face  of  their  own  •ubrcrlptloD  at 
the  beRlnnlnK  of  Ihelr  tnlnlstry.  Tliat  mich  n  rwineiit  would  be  ItKtcned  to  by  the 
Kind,  we  feel  anFiireil,  hecaiiiu'  onr  Xelherlimdl"h  Chiircb  han  always  been  regarded 
by  the  EplHCoiiBlliins  an  n  iiiillaual  church,  and  tor  that  reaiian  held  In  eatwm ; 
and  becauie  the  Klniiri  have  alwnys  provided  our  churcheii  with  eharlcTR,  not  ooly 
to  manage  their  elfBlrs  according  to  th«  Nelberlandlah  eonatltutlon  eatahllAatf 
In  the  Synod  ot  Dorl.  but  also  a!>  ■  l«Mly  corporate,  to  have  and  to  hold.  etc..  the 
properly  belonKlne  Ihereio :  uhlch  In  deuled  to  nil  other  churches,  on  It  In  not  necea- 
Hiry  for  iih  now  to  iihnw.  It  \fiai:  aufllrlpnlly  evident. 

aubject  to  the  Synml  of  liort  and  tn  llie  deer-e?  ot  Claiulo  and  Bynod.  If  tbej 
tranxernSR  the  old  biMmd.i.  uo  do  nm  at  all  desire  their  riiln.  They  may  be  Inda- 
pendent  If  they  will.  If  only  they  will  not  opprpss  •!*,  (who  seek  to  carry  oot  onr 
Cburch  Order  amoua  nur  own  [iei>ple.)  an  was  exiHrlnnced  In  n  Eihampfiil  manner  by 


Dom.  Kock  at  Klnu 

slon.      .\n.l 

then   they   alwayi-   have  at   hand   n   tei 

I  picked  out 

ot  the  Bible,  or  a  9. 

■.[  ihe  niurch  Order,  accordlnit  to  Ihi 

■Ir  own  arM- 

keeps  na  In  ■  ci>ntli 

lou.  when  otherwise  we  could    labor  lo 

the  uae  and 

edification  ot  0<ids 

IH-ople.      ,\- 

nylhlng  10 

their  detriment ;  but  must  oura  be  opi>re 

■Jied  by  their 

FMrlher  from    our 

henrrs   w 

thank  ,vou  for  .voiir  aeeeptahle  care  and  palna  for 

na.  and  pray  you  to 

1  the  same,  for  we  are  made  the  derision 

and    our    labors    In 

Ibe    I.i'ril 

are   rendered   frultleas.     The   mlnhlere. 

Aemlllus.  who  hare 

been  railed 

with  Ibe  conBrewtli 

in^  who  eipecied    Iliem,  are  much  perplexed,   not  1 

tnowlns  ho* 

to  quiet    Ihem,     Th. 

■   Rev.    Mr. 

Kyedyrk    Una   lieen   recelred   with   extreme  toye  tail 

Joy.    and    he    Kl^ea   , 

praml».    of 

belnx  a   man   of  greal   ue-fulneao  la 

our  Chnrcfc. 

eapeclalty  In  his  owi 

n  congreKiii 

Wishing  the   rich 

lilesilnn   - 

f    Menvpu    upon    your    liev.    Aswmbly,    j 

roor   hooM»a 

peraona  and   .rour  m 

iluNirv.   «-,. 

•ut.«.-ril-  ourselTc-,   Kev.   Father*  and 

Brelhren  In 

l.amb.    De   Rnnde,   Clerk. 
0  Dom.  Meyer,  and  tbe  rtpll^^ 
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Phe  Elders  and  Deacxms  of  the  Churcli  of  New  York  to  tJie  Classis 

of  Amaterdam,  Oct  26, 1765.     Vol.  33,  page  94.     No.  366. 

Itt  th«  B«*eran4  CUMto  of  AmMcrdam. 
Usht  Bar.  OentlUBCD,  FkttMC*  and  Brethren  In  Cbrlit: — 

nnca  tha  12th  at  Ua;,  1764,  when  the  Couiator;  of  the  Dutch  consresatlon 
tf  tUa  clt7  bad  the  honor  to  write  to  Your  Right  Ber.  Aarcmblr.  we  do  not  rememtter 
tkat  we  liaTe  been  honored  b;  any  meaease  ftom  Yont  Rlibl  Rev.  Stra.  Since  that 
Hhc,  however,  notblog  baa  happened  In  tbla  coDgrgatlim.  worth;  70UT  attention, 
V  to  the  MTcnth  dar  of  thli  month.  Than  the  Rev.  RentlemBQ.  Domloe  Rltuma, 
WMBMd  the  Cooalator;  that  the  Conferenlle,  which  bad  now  become  fonnallj 
Nboidlnate  to  the  Rer.  CIsula  of  AmBterdam,  wai  appolated  to  meet  the  next 
^.  and  dealred  that  w>me  Bldeca  mlshl  be  appointed  to  attend  the  said  meetlne, 
lilMhn  with  tha  mlQliter*  of  thli  coagreKatlon, 

TUa  notloB  and  requeat  of  hla  Her.  appeared  quite  ilrange  to  the  Conilatorr. 
Ac  e*tf  >Ine«  the  year  ITM,  when  the  Coetai  broke  np,  havlns  been  rent  aaunder. 
Md  wbea  tbla  congrFgatlon  put  herself  again  direct!;  In  tha  houaebald  of  Your 
■fht  Bar.  (Claulral)  AMrmbI;,  accardlng  to  the  contenia  of  the  letter  ot  October 
IT.  ITM,  we  had  neTCr  been  aiked  to  attend  the  aald  raeetlQK  lot  the  CoDferentle)  1 
ma  what  la  mace  that  meeting  nerer  consulted  ua,  concerning  anything  In  con- 
■ctka  with  tbelr  alFalra.  Onl;  we  muat  eicept  laat  rear,  wbea  all  the  mlnlatera, 
U  the  rcqneat  of  Your  Rgtb.  met,  lo  try  If  It  were  poaalble,  to  aettle  all  the 
;  then  there  were  alao  three  Elders  of  this  congregation  appointed  10 
ad  that  General  Meeting,  who  were  to  use  their  Influence  for  the  peace  ol  the 
ith.  But  when  that  dealred  end  could  not  be  attained,  they  have  since  attended 
ker  one  nor  the  other  meeting, 

ba  CODslatary.   however,   having  taken   thia  motion  and   request  Into  due  cou- 

raMm.   Dnanimousty   reaalved    (wllb   eiceptlon   of   Domlnlea   Eltiema   and   r>* 

ds),  that  In  order  to  preserve  peace  In  tbe  congregation.  It  would  be  best  lor 

Cooalstary   not   lo  unite  with   tbe  said   Brelbren,   neither   with   those   of   Ibe 

tiled  Caetua;  for  It  appeared   to  the  Conalatory.   to  their  sorrow,   sfter  baving 

Hered  all  lhe«  mattera.  that  neither  the  one  aide  nor  tbs  other  have  so  mncb 

>ltw  the  spread   of  the   Holy  Oospel  with  Its   true  docirlues,  as  the  desire  for 

NT.     And   tor   this   reason   they   csnaot   forbear   to   remark   that    the   snld    leller 

M  <OcL  IT)    of  the  year    1754,  seems  to  have   been   dictated   by  a  propbetlc  pen, 

e  the   facta    and    reanlts    therein    foretold,    Och    taole/    yield    only    100   many 

tea  of  their  truth  In  these  regloas. 

iad  for  thew  reasons  the  Conalatory  feels  It  her  doty,  to  refer,  with  all  respect 

1  letter,  and  to  explain.  In  the  name  of  the  congregation  enlnisled  to  her 

.    -,  tbey  are  resolved  to  adhere  to  tbe  contents  of  ttiat  letter  and  to  remslD 

I  tal)  Ittaehed  to  your  Revs,  according  to  tbe  original  slate  ot  things,  so  long  aa 

K^WIen.  will  he  pleased  to  favor  us  witb  Your  kindness,  In  counsel  and  deed*. 

■  ViMH  lot   unite   ourselves    with   either   of    CLie    said    AaaecnblleB    (tbe    Coetaa   or 

Btle.)     Far  we  are  conscious   that,   under   Your   Bevs.   dtrecllon.   we   shall 

B  ible  not  only  to  govern  oar  own  congregation  and  to  promote  the  aervlce 

'M  therein,  but  also  can  be  ot  more  tteneSt  to  others,  than  we  could  be,  If  we 

■^Wailta  with  either  party.     For  as  so<hi  as  one  belongs  to  either  one  body  or 

**«t,  larty-aplrit  appears,  and  such  a  one  becomes  a  iletermlned  enemy  of  the 

'■    lad  thus.  Instead  of  promoting  religion  thereliy.  they  generally  give  Cause, 

■  n>  laugnsge  of  the  catechtsm.   tbst  tbe  Name  of  God  be  blanphemed.      For  this 

**.  the  Conslstary    could   not   consclenlloualy   comply    with    the   above    requeat, 

WWth  their  duty  to  keep  this  congregation  separate  from  said  Assembly. 

**»»«  we  declare  that  tbe  desire  for  power  manifests  Itself  more  than   the 

:'      T*"*  *r««d  the  knowledge  of  aalvatlon.  we  do  not  wish  to  apeak  too  severely 

'""T  Member  of  this  Assembly ;  ratber  do  we  And  ft  our  duty  to  state,  thai  we 

T^"  Mads  the   R«T.  gentlemao,   Domlne   RItiema   among   tbem  ;   Inaatnnch  a* 

**  In.  mn  that  his  Inttmtlon  Is  only  to  keep  the  doctrine  and  Coikatltut\nn  ol 
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our  Church  pare  and  undefiled  In  all  respects.  Therefore,  permit  as  to  Infon 
Tour  Revs,  that  althoagh  his  Rev.  declares  that  he  is  consdentloasly  obliged  to  I 
present  at  the  Assembly,  and  that  he  will  never  forsake  it,  onless  be  may  I 
specially  authorised  to  do  so :  Yet,  he  conld  not  forbear  to  express  himself  thos  :- 
*'  That  rather  than  attend  an  Assembly  where  all  his  labors  and  efforts  are  froitlcfl 
he  would  prefer  to  be  released  from  the  same.'*  And  therefore  we  cannot  forbeti 
since  his  Rev.  is  already  far  advanced  in  years,  and  the  whole  weight  (o^  tin 
Assembly)  rests  on  his  shoulders,  to  request  of  Your  Revs,  that  fall  liberty  b 
given  him  to  withdraw  from  those  Assemblies  if  he  so  choose,  since  he  Is  noir  ok 
and  gray-headed;  and  so  that  he  may  be  of  more  benefit  to  the  sools  sspedallj 
entrusted  to  him.     Nevertheless,  his  Rev.  knows  nothing  concerning  this  reqoeft 

Happy,  yea,  thrice  happy  would  we  consider  ourselves,  could  we  give  the  aw 
testimony  about  all  the  brethren  belonging  to  the  said  (Conferentle)  body.  Tel 
if  it  should  please  God  to  take  this  said  gentleman  (Ritzema)  away  by  detth  or 
remove  him  in  any  other  way,  in  whom  else  would  they  find  the  ability  to  cod- 
duct  that  Assembly  and  keep  it  on  the  right  path.  We  must  confess,  we  dos't 
know.  One  has  one  opinion,  and  another,  another.  And  should  it  be  asked— Han 
you  not  yet  Domine  De  Ronde?  Even  so;  we  have  his  Rev.  and  must  keep  klm; 
but  we  cannot  say  that  his  Rev.  equally  bears  the  **Ark  of  God**  on  his  shooMen 
as  do  his  colleagues ;  and  we  must  add  that  his  Rev.  seems  to  preach  Christ  trm 
envy,  more  than  for  any  other  reason.  This  arises  from  jealousy,  as  far  u  •« 
can  judge ;  for  Domine  Laidlie  has  a  larger  audience  than  he ;  and  also  on  tccosit 
of  a  passion  which  he  has  for  preaching  in  English,  for  which  he  is  not  is  tie 
least  qualified.  This  has  led  him  to  hold  English  services  in  private  houses;  asd 
subsequently  he  wen^  also  to  New  Jersey,  to  preach  in  Presbyterian  churdies  tltcn. 
He  was  admonished  in  a  friendly  manner  about  these  things  by  his  oonslftoix; 
first  about  his  preaching  in  private  houses,  as  being  contrary  to  his  office  as  a 
minister ;  and  secondly,  about  Its  being  contrary  to  the  subordination  due  to  tbe 
Classis  of  Amsterdam.  Ills  Rev.  has  answered — that  It  was  his  right  "to  iov 
beside  all  waters,"  and  that  he  would  continue  to  do  so.  When  he  wss  aikid 
further.  Whether,  if  the  Rev.  Classis  should  forbid  him  to  preach  in  BngUib  b 
churches  outside  (of  our  own  Denomination),  he  would  [dis?]  obey  then?  ^ 
answered.  No ;  but  that  he  would  appeal  to  the  High  Rev.  Synod.  And  behig  aikid 
further — Whether,  If  the  Synod  should  disapprove  of  his  course  he  would  diacds* 
tlnue?  he  only  answered  that,   in  such  case,  he  would  take  it  into  consideratioa. 

Behold  then,  Worthy  Sirs,  what  a  beautiful  subordination  is  this  I  And  what 
do  Your  Revs,  now  think?  Would  It  be  wise  for  the  church  of  this  dty  (by  Iti 
elders)  to  take  part  In  an  Assembly  wherein  are  found  such  members?  Woald 
we  not  then  be  In  danger  of  getting  Independent  ministers  in  our  pulpit?  In  abort: 
Would  we  not,  in  so  doing,  prepare  the  way  to  banish  the  Constitntloa  of  tin 
Reformed  Church  of  the  Netherlands,  together  with  Its  doctrines,  altogether  fn* 
these  regions?  Great,  very  great  danger  do  we  see  in  taking  part  in  the  a^ 
(Conferentle)  Assemblies :  and  for  this  reason  we  hope  that  we  may  not  be  leqoeate' 
to  do  so ;  especially,  because  this  body  has  already  been  meeting  for  eleven  jeai^ 
and  has  deliberated  on  many  questions  without  ever  recognising  (the  eldera  of) 
this  congregation ;  and  since  we  have  been  of  no  importance  for  so  long  a  tba^ 
we  cannot  now  understand  how  our  presence  has  become  so  very  necessary.  ^^ 
also  prefer  to  request  Your  Revs,  to  speak  to  Domine  De  Ronde  concerning  bis 
unbecoming  conduct.  The  Consistory  has  notified  his  Rev.  that  they  have  infonatd 
Your  Revs,  of  his  conduct,  as  noticed  above. 

And  here  we  would  close,  if  It  were  not  also  our  duty  to  defend  the  Innowot. 
We  refer  to  that  worthy  gentleman,  Domine  Laidlie.  who  has  read  a  letter  to  o» 
from  Your  Revs.  In  this  his  Rev.  was  very  much  censured,  among  other  thtaf*. 
because  his  Reverence  had  acted  so  as  to  Intensify  the  dissensions  already  exUti>< 
in  this  land.  We  do  not  know  who  has  accused  him  to  Your  Revs.,  bat  this  ^ 
unreservedly  say:  Be  the  accuser  whoever  be  may,  he  is  a  false  accuser;  and** 
cannot  Imagine  why  it  was  done  except  through  personal  hatred.  In  proof  of  thiii 
permit  us  to  relate  the  circumstances  just  as  they  happened:— 

When  all  the  ministers  were  assembled  last  year,  as  Is  stated  abovs^  Dooilai 
I^ldlle  was  there  also  with  his  elder;  yet  If  we  are  correctly  informed,  he  «si 
never  duly  invited.  His  Rev.  being  a  stranger  here,  and  having  met  with  tKi^ 
opposition    in    his   congregation   on   account   of   preaching   BngUsh,   in  m  V^ 


•  OP  TUB  State  of-  New  York.  4017 

176S 

Ckorcb,  be  waa  mdTlied  not  only  I17  nearly  all  bli  frleoda,  bat  also  by  bla  Coaiils- 
My.  to  ke«p  blmaeU  neotnili  and  to  Join  neltber  the  CoDfereatle  Dor  the  Oteias 
lutr.  nnlaai  the  aepanted  bretbren  ahoald  fltat  onlte.  This  advice  be  promptly 
Mtomd.  But  Inaamoeb  aa  the  anion  attempted.  (Jnoe  10,  1T64)  did  not  take 
Mm,  be  waa  tbea  saked  by  each  party  to  Join  Id  with  them:  bat  he  refuged  to 
Ma  eltbcr,  and  baa  eipreawd  hla  dealre  to  remain,  together  with  hla  Connletory. 
■■It  ander  tba  Re*.  Ctaaals.  It  acemi  that  tbi*  actioQ  offended  the  brethren  of  one 
*4  Or  varttea,  (Ibe  Confeientle)  and  that  for  thl*  reason,  he  hni  been  than  reporti'd 
ta  foo.  Bat,  Worthy  Fatbera,  vaa  inch  a  pioeeedlng  Christlike?  Ousht  thp 
mitewnT  not  to  bave  acted  airording  to  the  Oolden  Rnle.  to  do.  as  iie  would  bavp 
aUtn  do  nnto  hImT  Ooght  he  not  to  have  Clren  a  c?»py  ol  his  accnsationa  to  bis 
Rn.,  and  not  «■  it  were,  to  Blab  blm  In  bla  back?  We  think  tbit  according  to  tbi.- 
M«  et  lore,  the  accoaer  Hbould,  at  least,  hare  felt  obliged  to  do  thla. 

Then  la  now,  attain.  Iter.  Fathera.  an  opportanlty  for  the  accoaera:  InasDiiKh 
«■  Domlne  Laldlic,  at  the  tsqneHt  ol  his  Conalatory,  did  not  attend  the  laat  Asaem- 
Ikly  sf  the  afOretnentloned  (Conf eren  (le>  Brethren.  On  Ibe  other  hand,  he  declared 
!■  fill  Coaaidory,  that  he  "  anbordlnated "  hlmaelf,  with  bis  Consistory,  to  the 
■n.  Clanla  of  Amsterdam,  as  this  matter  bad  been  already  eipreased.  In  tbe  said 
iMIcror  Oct  ITtb,  ITSl.  He  was  convinced  of  tbe  fcrest  necessity  of  this.  Wbat 
fanber  concoms  bis  Rev.,  Yonr  Revs,  ivlll  probably  learn  from  his  own  tetrere. 
Kmrtbeiea*  we  cannot  forbear  to  inform  Yonr  Revs,  that  hla  Rev.  blames  the 
esalKl  of  Domlne  De  Ronde:  also,  that  hla  Rev's,  work  is  Kettinc  biesaed  in  onr 
mimsliim  It  baa  eaosed  a  great  atlr  among  tbe  dry  bonea  of  tbe  valley, 
fbOM  ST.) 

Hrither  can  we  omit  to  Inform  Tour  Revs,  that  tbe  membera  of  this  conKTe(n<- 
tka  who  were  sgalnst  the  Palling  of  an  RngllBh-spenklng  minister  do  yet.  for  tbe 
RMter  part,  remain  olHitlnate.  They  are  nnwllllng  to  folloiv  Your  Revs,  advice  In 
Milf  ot  peace.  They  bare  even  bnd  recourse  to  tbe  Law.  and  tbns.  1(  possible, 
to  innoi  the  Coastilntlon  of  tbe  Church.  A  certain  obscnra  expression*  in  tbe 
Ctaiter  of  the  Chnrcb  has  glren  rise  10  this  proceeding.  This  Cbsrter  was  eiven 
^Uag  William  III.  (1Q061.  By  It  they  pretend  thai  ereiy  toembcr  of  the  Cbnrcb 
kn  (he  right  annoally  lo  vote  tor  tbe  Consistory.  This  Hght,  aithongh  It  has  in 
Ui  land  and  especially  In  tbis  Church  never  been  tbe  custom,  they  demanded 
b«  the  Consistory.  In  October.  1783.  When  it  was  refused,  they  then  went  lo 
k*  with  the  Consistory,  and  this  esse  is  still  pending.* 

Hsn  iblnga  are  thua  with  aa,  that  every  meml>er  according  to  bla  pieasnre,  can 
4«  the  Coosfstory  tiefore  a  CIvli  Court— it  goes  to  show  that  It  is  iH-st  for  this 
**ti«ntIon  to  remain  neutral  (In  reference  to  the  two  parties.)  We  would  also 
"(■tt  Yoar  Reva.  lo  Inform  us,  whether  according  to  tbe  Constitution  of  the 
^Ufi  ^  Amsterdam.  Ibe  new  Conslalory  mudt  not  be  chosen  by  the  old  Consis- 
1^1  And  If  It  has  ever  been  customary  In  Ihe  said  Church,  that  Ibe  Consistory 
••••Id  be  chosen  by  the  membera  of  the  entire  congregation,  except  when  a  new 
■laiatlMi  la  formed?  The  answer  of  Your  Revs,  on  Ibis  malter  might  be  of 
MU  benellt  to  this  congregation,  in  ber  present  circumstancea. 

httbermore,  we  hope  that  Your  Revs,  will  receive  no  commonlcatton  as  aatbentle 
"W  Bar  rongregatlon,  except  it  be  by  tbe  consent  of  tbe  Elders  and  Deacons,  who 
*Q  aot  ba  negligent  In  Riving  you  all  needed  Information. 

*(,  the  present  Elders  and  Deacons,  ot  tbe  Reformed  Cburch  of  Christ  In  New 
Is*,  ewnmend  onreelvcs.   togetber  with   our  congregntlon,   to  Your  Revs,   good 

*nit  oteenn  expression  Is  a*  follows  :— 
/ft«lj«*riy       on  th«  third  Thursday  of  October,  at  the  said  Chnrcb, 


said  Church,  by  and  with  the  consent  and  spprobaMois 
bnrch  for  the  time  being,  shall  nominate  and  appoint 

a: Elder*  and  Deacona  for  the  year  ensuing."    Bee  Volume  t  page  llU  of  these 

■Mrts.    But  tbe  opprobsllon  of  the  members,  by  the  Conatltatlon  ot  the  Cbareh, 
*|t>  be  aemred  b*  publication  for  three  Bundaya :  1 


s  lawanlt  of  a  similar  kind,  about  1813.  when  an 
allow  all  the  membera  of  tt 
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favor.     And  wishing   Your  Reva.  all  temporal   blessings   here,  and  all  bapplnen 
hereafter,  we  remain  with  all  respect  and  due  reverence. 

Right   Reverend,   Highly-honored   Sirs,   Fathem   and   Brethren   in  onr  common 
Savior. 

Your  Right  Reverend's  D.  W.  Servants. 


James  Rooseyelt 

Jorls  Brinckerhoff 

John  Brevoort 

Wm.  De  Peyster 

Anthony  Ten  Byck  Doyddsck 


Evert  Bancker 
Abraham  P.  Lott 

Henry  Roy  Elders. 

Deacons.    4  Jacobns  Van  Zandt 
Jacob  L.  Roy 
Petrus  Byvanck 
Abraham  Lott 
Jacobus  Bogert 

Written  in  our  Church -chamber,  in  New  York  on  the  26th  of  October,  1765. 


Correspondence  From  America. 

Rev5.  John  Ritzema  and  Lambertus  De  Ronde,  to  the  Classisof 
Amsterdam,  October  29,  1765.     Vol.  33,  page  95.     No.  369. 

To  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  Sirs.  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ:— 

Inasmuch  as  we  are  compelled  by  an  unexpected  resolution  of  our  Consistory  to 
troubie  your  Revs.,  against  our  wiil,  we  communicate  to  your  Revs,  all  that  puied 
in  the  Consistory.     It  is,  word  for  word,  as  follows: 

New  York,  October  7th.  1T86. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

A  request  was  presented  by  domine  Joannes  Ritzema  to  the  Conslstoiyi  to 
appoint  the  throe  ministers  together  with  three  Elders,  to  meet  to-morrow,  with 
the  Ministers  and  Elders  [of  the  Conferentie]  in  order  to  read  the  letters  froiD  tltt 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  attend  to  such  other  matters  as  might  arise. 

The  Couslstory  answered,  after  the  matter  had  been  discumed  over  and  oTtfi 
that  they  belonged  neither  to  the  Coetus  nor  to  the  Conferentie,  and  tlier^on 
desired  to  delegate  no  Elders;  but  they  adhered  to  their  letter  to  the  GUmU  of 
Amsterdam,  written  in  17.54  [Oct.  17.]  This  letter  was  now  read  again,  to' 
approved  by  the  Colleague  Laidlie.  who  holds  himself  with  the  Consistory,  sabOcAl* 
nate  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  They  resolved  to  make  known  their  oooK* 
by  letter  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  gave  domine  Ritzema  and  doalB* 
De  Ronde  their  freedom. 

Signed,  in  name  of  all, 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t  President 


After  this  we  read  the  letter  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  of  the  Rev.  Otan'*' 
of  July  21st,  1755,  with  no  other  eCfect.  than  that  they  remained  by  their  prerioW    ^ 
resolution.     Now  we  conclude  that  the  Rev.   Consistory  will  write  to  the  C\u^ 
as  we  hear  they  have  done  already;  but   (since  the  contents  of  their  letttr  ii* 
unknown  to  us,  we  can  present  nothing  definite  in  our  defence;  but  we  can  oolf   j 
conclude,  in  general,  from  their  arguments  presented  to  tis,  that  they  will  pnM^   j 
matters  in  a  way  which  ought  to  be  presented  in  another  light.     Becanae, 

I.  They  argue  concerning  ns,   [the  Conferentie],  as  if  we  had  gone  ovtfldeotf 
office  and  duty,  and  did  these  things  on  our  own  responsibility  [without  ooofQitlBC  ■, 
with  the  Consistory.] 

1.  This  may  be  true  in  respect  to  the  present  Consistory,  or  at  letit  MiM  (^  '• 
them;  but  It  is  not  entirely  consistent  with  the  trath;  because  the  Ber.  OonsiiWf 
was  from  time  to  time  weU  awate  of  our  differences  with  tbA  mlnlatea  <rf  tM 


OF  TUB  State  op  Xbw  York.  4019 

1765 
C»Mgii  mod  tb«r  luTe  oever  tMen  Kquetted  not  to  Interfere  with  It.  (the  Coetus], 
tat  niber  tbe  contrarr:  yet  tbia  cannot  be  raid  et  rrery  member  of  the  CoDilstorr. 
X.  We  [tbe  OonCereatle)  bave  iuiuIIt  met,  Indeed,  wlthont  Bldera,  ii[Doe  tbe 
0»etu  ceawd  to  bold  Auembnea  wblcb  are  lesal.  as  betore:  (or  n-e  hhw  qo  necei- 
•It7  for  baTlni  etden  praaent.  We  only  came  together  (a  write  a  letlor  to  tbe 
ClaatLi  ind  to  gtTe  a  geoeral  report  of  ttie  condition  ot  (be  Cliurcb. 

3.  Bat  nben  there  naa  anything  of  Importanre,  we  then  arled  Ed  coDcnrrenca 
■lib  the  ReT.  CodbIbIoit,  and  asked  Ihein  to  meet  with  ua.  Of  thU  we  can  give 
Ihe  lareat  proof,  for  In  the  last  meeting.  Jane  IDth,  ITM.  tbe  ConaUlory  sent  three 
Hlnliten  and  Elden.      [Bot  lee  Aug.  12,  17S0). 

4.  And  eren  when  any  ware  asked  to  aaslat  ua.  we  felt  It  our  duty,  by  virtue  of 
oar  oOm.  to  maintain  our  Ecclealastleal  lawa  against  any  wbo  might  try  to  *lo1at9 

II.  Some  ot  tbe  Conalalaty  bare  taken  tbe  liberty,  (o  apenk  HRalnat  iu.  They 
My  tbit  we  only  dlapnted  In  order  to  win:  and  that  when  ne  bad  Kninsd  n  vloory 
Mcr  the  (Toetna,  we  aonght  to  oppreaa  tbem;  and  thnt  for  this  ronnon  tbpy  would 
M  yaa  In  tbe  dlapule  with  us.  leat  they  should  make  (he  dUsenllon  In  (hs  land 
•mi  irmter. 

t.  This  la  a  CAlnmny  wblch  we  wlab  (o  deny  Im  media  (My.  Wp  hnve  never 
■Qtlil  after  anything  else  than  to  preserve  Ihe  piirltj-  of  rhe  ■lo<-trlnp.  and  the 
ComttKnHon  of  the  Nethertand  Churoh.  This  we  Bprepted  nnd  subscribed  to,  with 
ill  due  formality.  We  itand  agnlnat  thoee  wbo  pretend  to  niniid  with  ua  lu  Ih; 
ODB  Church  relatloaablp.  and  yet  who  are  trying  (o  bring  Iti  iinother  rundltlon,  aa 
ku  already  appeared  from  all  the  proceedings. 

^  After  many  delaya,  and  when  we  bad  experienced  many  didlcultlcs,  not  wlth- 
«t  iDDumerable  alanderlnKs  against  us,  we  bnd  the  eond  fortune  to  have  tbe  truth 
mM  in  light;  and  we  now  have  reason  to  thank  God,  that  he  han  bles-<pd  our  work, 
I'm  tt  are  far  from  bosstlng  about  tills,  to  the  Injury  of  others.  We  leave  the 
Iheni  to  themaelvRi,  even  as  thi>  Rev.  ClnsalH  hss  done:— those  olberti,  who  do  not 
"Ml  ts  unite  again  with  ua:  but  we  do  not  wish  to  take  up  anything  against  (hem. 
BVh  leaa  to  tnjnre  them. 

1  II  bebooTea  na  with  the  greatest  propriety,  to  apply  this  principle  to  our  own 
<^il<ti>ry.  In  their  prcaent  attitude: 

(1)  They  ar^  oppreaslng  their  owo  Dntrh  Ministers,  who  for  a  long  lime  have 
Nn  made  tbe  butt  of  ridicule  Ihronghout  (he  whole  land.  Thla  has  been  caused 
W  lk«  Coetns  Mlnlntera:  and  now  by  tbelr  [Conslntorlall  anion,  we  bave  been 
"PMHl  to  greater  obloquy. 

t)  They  are  keeping  nil  the  dispute,  and  are  making  It  more  Intense,  wblch 
*k*nilae  might  now  bave  come  (o  an  end.  They  are  tepplrie  those  back  who 
*l|bt  kave  nnlted  with  ua,  and  are  making  il  ninch  more  dllficult  for  those  mln- 
^"tt*  who  aide  with  us.  In  their  churches.  For  there  Is  no  eoneregatlon  whfre  tbe 
(iMa  miulitera  have  not  some  who  adhere  to  them:  and  we  have  sround  for 
Mlnlag  that  thia  Is  already  the  case  with  some  of  the  member*  In  our  [Con- 
Intatls]  Consistory  on  Long  Island,  It  In  such  who  hnve  net  Ibis  opposition  on 
'**',  u  that  tbelr  Eiders  were  so  slow  to  talce  part  with  us  agnin  In  our  last 
K^nntrrrntiel    Assembly . 

1^1  Tbey  are  aettlng  themaeives  np  as  rulers:  for  they  desire  Hint  all  the  con- 
("ntloos  In  which  there  arlaea  any  disputes,  should  brlue  IhcKe  before  "I'm.  and 
t^t  tkey  be  settled  by  them. 

«)  Ve  add  to  tbIt  the  following:  that  we  believe  the  Consistory  would  never 
tnecome  to  aacb  a  conclusion.  If  It  had  not  been  lo  iilense  ilomlne  I.alillle.  wbo 
'■vowed  hia  affection  somewhat  loo  strongly  In  favor  of  Ihe  Independents,  [(he 
'^Mtoal:  oevertbelesa,  be  saw,  with  them,  thai  If  he  refused  to  subordinate  himself 
Wn  the  Classia,  bis  call  could  be  annulled.  They,  therefore.  Invented  a  sulMr- 
^Um  by  which  be  could  remain,  without  obeying  Ihe  resolutions  of  the  Assembly 
<•  wUch  he  la  anbordlnate. 

III.  Tbey  try  to  btame  ns.  l>ecHnse  we  cnme  loo  uneipecteilly  upon  them  with 
Ai«  propiMala.  [to  apimlnt.  formally,  miolslers  nnd  eldem  to  the  Conferentle 
^■mbly]  only' the  day  previous  to  tbe  meeting.  This  Is  simply  an  untnilh. 
Xtvertheleaa  we  adinlt  It  In  respect  to  the  entire  Consistory:  because. 
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1.  I,  domine  Ritzema,  after  having  cominanicatt'd  the  <*oiit«mts  of  those  letten 
addressed  to  me,  to  my  Colleague,  De  Rondo,  also  <*onimnnicaled  them  to  thoM 
members  of  our  consistory  who  are  most  intimate  with  Colleagne  I^idUe,  and  who 
have  the  most  influence  with  him.  This  was  done  in  order  that  they  might  per- 
suade his  Rev.  to  unite  with  us,  [In  the  Conferentle],  for  the  welfare  of  our  own 
as  well  as  the  other  churches.  But  his  Rev.  has,  since  that  time,  kept  himself 
altogether  aloof  from  me,  without  ever  giving  me  the  least  opportunity  to  speak 
with  him  on  this  matter;  and  then,  on  account  of  his  absence,  and  afterward  the 
absence  of  De  Ronde,  we  were  prevented  from  holding  a  Consistory  meeting  con* 
coming  this  business  previous  to  that  time. 

2.  And  plenty  of  reason  is  given  us  to  complain  about  this  matter.  For  inis- 
much  as  they  persuaded  us  to  grant  their  desires  to  receive  a  minister  as  oar 
Colleague,  who  was  to  preach  in  the  English  language,  and  according  to  the  eight 
well-known  Articles;  they  now  tease  us  continually  to  violate  those  Articles,  aod 
thereby  make  ourselves  odious  to  the  strictly  Dutch  members,  who  are  seeklDg 
their  [supposed]  rights  against  the  Consistory  by  a  lawsuit.  If  it  were  Decessii7> 
all  this  could  be  substantiated  by  us,  by  the  canvassings.  In  the  elections  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Consistory,  without  our  knowledge  and  according  to  their  own  pleuon; 
and  by  their  making  resolutions  among  themselves,  before  they  came  to  the  Goo- 
sistory  meeting.  These  were  then  unanimously  passed  before  we  knew  what  wu 
going  on;  and  they  were  resolutions  which  tend  to  crush  out  the  Dutch  service  hi 
pur  midst,  and  to  make  the  English  service  rise  up  in  its  place.  They  even  diie 
to  use  for  this  end,  the  properties  deeded  to  the  Dutch  Church  as  such,  for  their 
own  support;  properties  which  we  hold  by  Charter  from  the  King. 

IV.  Docs  some  one  contemptuously  ask.  Who  are  these  that  belong  to  this 
** Subordinate  Assembly'*?     Are  not  most  of  them  Germans? 

1.  It  must  be  admitted  that  some  of  them  are  of  German  origin,  yet  there  iR 
only  three  who  preach  In  the  German  language.  [Rubel.  Cock,  Kern.]  Bat  these 
show  that  they  are  men  of  good  order,  and  of  a  blameless  walk.  They  were  leot 
over  by  the  Rev.  Classls.  One  comes  from  the  Consistory  of  Heidelberg.  Tbej 
ought  not  to  be  made  any  more  contemptible,  on  account  of  their  language,  thao 
a  Scotchman.  The  German  Church  has  also  always  stood  in  very  close  reUtioo 
with  the  Netherland  Church.     This  the  Scotch  has  never  done. 

2.  From  all  this  It  is  plain,  that  they  are  either  entirely  Ignorant  of  the  ciutoDS 
of  our  Church  Assemblies,  subject  to  the  Classls,  or  they  intend  to  make  It  ^ 
that  in  the  future,  the  business  cannot  bear  the  light. 

V.  Finally:  Wo  do  not  doubt  but  that  the  Rev.  Consistory  will  deny  what  hu 
been  said  by  domine  Rltzema.  in  reference  to  the  above  named  Consistory  meetlif' 
When,  upon  the  Consistory  refusing  to  unite  with  us,  [the  Conferentle]  he  uh*** 
What  must  we  now  do?  They  answered  me:  Ministerial  Friend,  you  can  go  [^ 
that  Conferentle  Assembly]  If  you  please;  you  are  already  so  deep  in  the  diA 
how  will  you  ever  get  out  of  it?  To  this  I  only  answered:  Do  you  help  me  oat 
of  it!  and  I  will  thank  you;  for  I  have  been  a  long  time  tired  of  this  whole  baslBetf- 
This  I  said  with  no  other  meaning  than  that  I  was  constantly  austainlaf  ^ 
thereby  in  my  own  pocket-book.  For  it  has  generally  been  my  lot  to  spend  noch 
valuable  time  in  all  these  disputes,  and  with  very  little  benefit;  and  especially  v^** 
since  now  I  am  obliged  to  struggle  with  my  own,  Consistory,  whereas  formeriT ' 
had  only  to  combat  with  those  outside. 

This  it  is,  Rev.  Gentlemen,  which  we  had  to  communicate  to  your  Revs,  coi- 
ceming  the  situation  of  our  congregation,  in  order  that  your  Revs,  might  be  t^ 
to  jtadge  correctly  concerning  the  letter  written  by  our  Consistory.  And  to  thii 
end,  we  pray  your  Revs,  to  read  over  again  the  letters  from  our  Coosistory  as  wrf 
as  those  of  the  Rev.  Classls,  to  which  reference  has  been  made  above.  This  will 
surely  give  some  light  on  all  these  matters. 

The  time  is  now  too  short  to  give  the  Minutes  of  our  last  [Conferentle]  Assemhty 
In  full,  [Oct.  8-10.  1705]  with  the  accompanying  letter,  [Oct.  22,  1765].  Thte« 
hope  to  do  the  next  time.  However  we  must  here  mention  the  danger  In  whkh 
our  Church  now  is.  This  has  already  been  mentioned  by  our  Colleagire.  De  Roade. 
in  his  letter  to  the  Rev.  John  Kalkoen,  which  is  accompanied  with  an  eanest 
request,  to  bring.  If  possible,  the  proposed  plans  of  his  Rev.  into  effect 
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with  this  we  sign  ounelTes,  with  the  atmoet  respect  and  reverence.  Right  Rev. 
Sin,  Fathers  and  Brathren  in  Christ. 

Tonr  Right  Rev.  D.  W.  Servants  and  Brethren. 

John  Ritzema.  V.   D.   M.  Neo-Eboraccnsis. 
Lambertns  De  Ronde.  V.  D.   M. 
New  York,  Oct  28th.  1765. 

N.  B.  If  yonr  Revs,  do  not  yet  think  it  proper  to  drop  the  names  of  the  so-called 
OoetDS  Ministers  from  the  Ministerial  Book,  we  nevertheless  request  that  the  names 
of  ministers  deceased,  and  those  who  are  not  recognized  by  the  Rev.  Classis.  should 
at  least  be  taken  ont.  These  are  George  W.  Mancius,  deed:  B.  Meinema:  Johan. 
Manrits  Goetschlns;  Jak.  Van  Nist;  and  that  Oerrit  Lydekker  be  entered  as  a 
ctodldate. 


Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  October  3 let.  1765. 
GoDsistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

Six  deeds  of  vaults  sold  were  signed  and  sealed. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 

(These  were  under  and  about  the  Cedar  st.  church,  along  Nassau  st  The  writer 
Wen  remembers  these  surroundings,  before  the  church  became  the  Post-office  In 
1844.-B.  T.  C.) 


D.    Testimony  of  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  Concebning 

THE  OCCURRENCF^   IN  THE  CoNSISTORY  MEETING  ON  NoV.  11, 

1765. 

The  Consistory  of  Kingston  being  assembled  in  the  Consistory  Room  on  the  18th 
^  Nov.  1765  and  prayer  to  God  having  been  offered  the  occurrences  which  hap- 
pened in  our  former  meeting  of  the  11th  of  this  month  were  mentioned.  And  since 
tt  tkat  time  some  things  were  said  which  in  the  judgment  of  the  Consistory  ought 
^  be  recorded.  Do.  Meyer  was  asked  if  he  would  make  the  record  and  since  he 
^  only  returned  his  refusal  to  this  request  but  also  refused  to  take  the  vote  of 
tke  Consistory  upon  the  subject  Cornells  Persen  as  the  oldest  Elder  took  the  vote, 
*&d  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  record  should  be  made. 

The  circumstances  alluded  to  as  happening  in  the  Consistory  on  the  11th  of  this 
*Math  were  as  follows.  A  letter  having  been  received  from  the  Ministers  in  New 
Yotk  mider  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  signed  by  Do.  Ritzema,  President  and  Do. 
^  Sonde,  Clerk,  and  addressed  to  Do.  Meyeiv-and  this  letter  having  been  read  by 
^.  Meyer  some  remarks  were  then  made  to  this  effect.  In  speaking  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Subordination,  Do.  Meyer  was  asked  if  he  would  acknowledge  or  consent  to 
110  Subordination  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  And  his  reply  was.  No.  Nor  to 
•S7  other  Classis  In  Holland;  but  that  when  there  was  necessity  for  it  he  would 
*dTlse  and  Correspond  with  the  Professors  who  had  sent  him.— And  if  the  Churches 
Would  unite  and  erect  a  Classis  here  he  would  willingly  acknowledge  its  jurisdiction. 

Do.  Meyer  also  said  that  the  Subordination,  as  It  existed  here,  savored  much  of 
the  spirit  of  Popery— And  being  asked  by  his  Consistory  to  show  wherein  the 
•ballarity  consisted,  he  explained  by  saying:— That  the  Pope  pretended  that  his 
yower,  in  Ecclesiastical  matters,  extended  over  the  whole  world;  and  just  so  the 
Otassis  of  Amsterdam,  not  content  with  her  jurisdiction  in  Holland,  labored  to 
extend  it  hither. 

In  the  second  place.  Do.  Meyer  said  that  Drunkards  and  those  lying  under  cen- 
nre  oo  that  account,  were  admitted  to  seats  in  that  Convention. 
And  thirdly,  he  laid  the  disturbances  in  the  Congregation  to  the  charge  of  the 

>'*yoa  keep  the  Congregation  in  darkness.     Only  leW  I^i^tq.  \^aX 
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you  have  done  all  you  can,  and  that  now  yon  know  of  nothing  fnrtlier,  that  «tn  ht 
done  and  they  will  soon  be  quiet.**  and  **If  yon  know  of  any  thing  else  to  do- 
do it.** 

Signed  by  me  by  order  of  the  Consistory  of  Kingston, 

Cornells  Persen,  Senior  BIder. 


Rev.  n.  Meyer  to  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Ritzema  axd  De  Ro3n>E, 

November  13,  1765. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren :~ 

The  letter  of  your  Revs,  of  the  17th  of  October  of  this  year,  has  t>eeo  duly 
received.  I  was  much  aotonished  to  see  that  that  letter  was  directed  to  onr  eatlie 
Consistory,  althongh  its  contents  related  to  me  alone. 

I  was  still  more  astonished  to  see  that  your  Revs,  have  taken  it  npon  yoorsehes 
to  interfere  in  the  differences  between  me  and  my  Consistory,  and  to  pav  jodf 
ment  on  our  affairs,  when  your  Revs,  were  not  requested  to  do  so,— not  at  letft 
by  me;  and  were  still  less  acquainted  with  my  wishes  and  actions.  Most  of  tU* 
however,  1  was  astonished  to  see  that  your  Revs,  lent  a  hand  to  those,  about  wboB 
you  yourselves  write,  that  they  are  only  laborlnir  to  get  rid  of  me.  Still  more, 
yonr  Revs,  declare  that  my  congregation  belongs  to  you,  and  you  set  up  yourMlret 
as  jndges  and  authorities  over  me.  You  even  endeavor  to  force  me  nnder  tbivtts 
of  using  other  means  against  me,  vis.  an  ecclesiastical  power  which  I  ctDDOt 
recognise,  and  against  which  my  soul  rebels. 

Can  It  be,  under  the  supposition  that  your  Revs,  had  a  right  to  thrust  yonrselTes 
Into  onr  affairs,  that  the  maxim  still  found  in  civil  courts  is  no  longer  used  in 
ecclesiastical  assemblies,  viz.,  **Audi  et  alteram  partem.** 

But  I  need  not  speak  of  this.  On  the  contrary.  I  have  reason  to  ask.  Who  mide 
you  Judges  over  me?  Whence  do  you  derive  the  power  to  usurp  dominion  over  n»- 
Is  it  from  the  Word  of  God?     This  cannot  be.  for  Jec^uR  is  against  it.     Mat.  20:25: 

22.     Is  it  from  the  Church  Order?     Neither  can  this  be  so,  for  that  holds  00I7 

according  to  the  Word  of  Ood.  that  not  any  church  or  minister  shall  exercise 
dominion  over  other  churches  or  ministers.  Art.  84.  Is  it  on  the  strength  of  any 
agreement  between  you  and  me?  It  cannot  be.  For  however  much  that  has  beeD 
sought.  Divine  Providence  has  hindered  it  up  to  the  present  time. 

Is  it  on  the  strength  of  any  other  dependence,  on  my  part,  upon  your  ReTf.' 
Even  such  a  dependence  is  unknown  to  me.  because  I  was  not  even  called  by  P"^ 
Revs.,  nor  sent  by  you.  I  was  called  and  sent  by  the  Highly  Rev.  Tbeoloficil 
Faculty  of  Groningen.  upheld  by  the  Highly  Rev.  Synod  of  Gronlngen. 

What  ground  do  you  have  then,  my  lords!  to  assume  such  power  over  me.  a»  yw 
have  done  In  your  letter?  Indeed,  my  lords,  allow  me  to  go  further,  and  to  afk 
you  what  ground  you  have  to  act  toward  me,  against  the  Divine  commandintfiti? 
1  suppose  (you  thus  act)  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  those,  of  whom  yon  yonrsetrM 
write  that  they  are  laboring  to  get  rid  of  me.  Yet  I  have  the  tentimony  In  ny 
soul,  and  I  may.  at  least  boast  in  all  humility,  that  I  have  the  testimony  of  ploiiB 
men.  that  I  was  called  in  a  remarkable  way.  and  that  only  few  such  calls  are  made 
in  the  Netherlands.  If  I  were  accused  of  error  in  doctrine  or  life,  were  such  thlDp 
publicly  known,  or  could  they  be  clearly  proved,  you  might  then  have  reason  to 
afford  aid  to  those  who  seek  to  get  rid  of  me. 

Oh  that  in  such  case  men  might  have  the  conscience  not  to  labor  against  God's 
servants,  much  less  not  to  threaten  to  put  them  out  of  the  ministry,  lest  tbey 
become  guilty  of  the  same  sin  as  the  Jewish  Council,  Acts.  4. 

The  flume  of  division  la  even  now  burning  too  brightly  in  our  chnrchf«.  m)  that 
we  should  not  try  to  drag  other  ministers  into  it.  This  is  also  one  of  the  reasons 
why  I  do  not  feel  inclined  to  meddle,  for  the  present,  with  any  party,  even  weie 
it  not  contrary  to  my  feelings  and  my  conscience.  I  have  made  a  firm  resolvtiOB 
to  keep  out  of  these  differences.  This  Is  according  to  the  advic«  of  the  late  Prof. 
Gerdee.  as  well  as  the  advice  and  example  of  other  congregations  and  mlBlsten^ 
Br  this  means  both  myself  and  my  congregation,  if  I  am  right,  will  eii|oy  the 
greatest  peace.     (I  act  tbns^  Ihe  r\\\her,  because  even  without  that  (ccclc«iattlcal 
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ectloD  with  partlei  here.)  eoongh  wr;r  eilat  to  retnln  cat  congri'gntlonp,  iiDd 
•TCTD  th«n.  otiiler  our  own  Church  Order. 

r  nnltlplled  ehdeiron  have  been  directed  to  this  pnd.  altbonKb  Ihcy  hnrr  been 
n«d  nagatorr  tbroagh  otben.  Por  I  ln;self,  at  least.  And  thp  work  of  aD 
Kellat  ao  Important  and  luefnl,  that  I  think  that  we  Deed  not  anile  ivllli  olh«r 
dea  whkh  maf  only  lead  to  harm  and  deatmctloD. 

I  found  It  proper,  and  myaelf  ander  obllgatlona  to  render  en  ai^ount  of  my 
IB  to  roor  Rera,  I  wonld  do  It.  Bat  I  fall  to  lee  my  obligation  bccniisc  I  am 
ler  a  member  of  your  Aasembly,  nor  anbordlnale  to  It.  I  will,  howerer. 
ire  thli  to  yqn.  which  I  hope  jour  Reva.  will  not  take  amlaa,  via.  tt]at  neresslty 
lid  upon  me  by  yoa,  to  seek  aaalBtance  with  (from?)  the  other  mlnlsterfi  and 
latorlea  of  New  Tork.  (the  Province,)  becanae  yoa  employ  threata.  and  nnder- 
'  tUnta  aialDat  me.  which  are  unbecomlns,  and  detrimental  both  to  myself  and 
CMiet«Katloa.  Uy  aim  la  to  aee  whether  they  cannot  And  meana  to  r«I'ni>e  me 
a  nnneceaaary  and  harmful  anxiety,  and  to  apare  you  the  trouble  ot  adoptlhK 
IT  neaaares  with  me  which  mtght  In  no  way  be  pleaaant  to  me. 
,  on  my  part,  at  leaat,  five  yon  hereby  a  full  discharge.  I  also  not  only  (iTe 
>  Bbetty.  hat  reqneat  you  most  earnestly,  to  spare  year  Hevs.  atl  farther  tronble 

Mtuwblle  your  Rers.  might  employ  yoor  powers  to  better  purposes,     t  luppoae 
W  la  work  oDoDgb  tor  you  In  your  own  congregations;  for  the  faithful.  Indna- 
iMi  and  blMted  eiecutlon  of  which,  I  wish  jou  the  (race  ot  the  Lord.     Thla 
hfn  I  al(n  myself, 
I'm  BeT.  8lra  and  Bretbreu. 

Tour  Reya.  obedient  aerrant  and  brother. 


fstflo.  Not.   13,  1T65. 
'«  the  Ben.  BItiema  and  De  Rond 


:.  .Mc»e 


Chl'kch  of  ^ew  York. 
Address  to  Governor  Moore. 
To  His  Excellency, 
>*  Henry  Moore,  Baronet,  Captain-General  and  Governor-in- 
«Jef  in,  and  over  the  colony  of  New  Tork  and  the  Territories 
-Spending  Aereon,  in  America,  Chancellor  and  Vice-Admiral 
'f  tbe  same : 

rhe  hmnble  address  of  the  Ministers,  Eldera  and  Deacons  of 
fte  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  the  Cityi  of  New 

Tork, 

W?  it  please  your  Excellency: — 

We  his  Majiestys  most  faithful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Minis- 
ftS  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Keformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Sittdi  of  the  City  of  New  York,  beg  leave  with  the  greatest  sin- 
(%  to  congratulate  your  Excellency  on  your  safe  arrival  in  this 
liony,  to  the  goveniment  of  which  you  are  appointed  by  our 
!«t  Qracioua  Soverei^. 


4024  Ecclesiastical  Becords 

1765 

Permit  us,  Sir,  to  assure  you  of  our  ardent  wishes  and  prayers 
that  the  same  Providence  which  has  safely  conducted  your  person 
and  family  through  the  perils  and  dangers  of  a  tempestuous 
ocean,  may  continue  to  smile  on  yourself,  your  connections,  and 
your  administration. 

We  beg  leave  to  mention  to  your  Excellency  that  we  have  alwaySi 
and  we  hope,  not  imdeser\'cdly,  been  esteemed  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects  to  his  Majesty  and  his  Royal  Predecessors,  under  whose 
auspicious  government,  besides  the  fullest  protection  of  oup 
religious  rights  and  privileges,  we  have  been  distinguished  with 
particular  marks  of  the  Roval  favor. 

Influenced  by  a  just  sense  of  these,  we  shall  continue  to  ex- 
press our  gratitude,  not  in  professions  of  loyalty  only,  but  by  a 
strictly  correspondent  behavior. 

As  we  flatter  ourselv^  with  an  assurance  of  your  Excellency's 
continuance  and  protection,  so  we  are  content  it  should  be 
measured  to  us  by  our  loyaltv  to  the  King,  and  our  obedience  to 
those  to  whose  care  and  administration  of  government  in  this 
Colony  is  committed. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Consistory, 

Joannes  Ritzema,  V.  D.  M.  p.  t.  Pres. 
Consistory  Chamber,  Citv  of  New  York, 

November  20,  1765. 


To  which  address  His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  return  the  fol- 
lowing answer. 
Gentlemen : — 

I  return  you  many  thanks  for  your  congratulations  on  my  ar- 
rival here,  and  your  ardent  wishes  for  the  success  of  my  adminis- 
tration. My  duty  to  his  Majesty,  my  regard  for  the  interest  of 
the  Province,  and  the  principles  in  which  I  have  been  educatedi 
ynU.  always  oblige  me  to  avoid  every  act  which  can  have  the  least 
tendency  to  the  infringement  of  any  civil  or  religious  rights,  and 
you  may  rely  on  that  continuance  and  protection  you  have  abready 
experienced  under  my  predecessors  in  this  government. 
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JttTZEMA  AND  Db  GoNDB  TO  THE  CoNSISTORY  OF  KINGSTON, 

N.  Y.  Decbmbes  3, 1765. 

To  tbe  CoDBlitor;  of  KIdsbIod. 
lSretht«D:— 

id  ipaniMl  before  tbe  receipt  of  four  letter  niiil  tbat  of  Mr.  Job.  Wynkoop 
state  of  ;out  Cbnrcb  wbi  nothing  better  bat  ratber  worce  tbm  It  hsd 
-wbat  ire  last  wrote  to  Do.  Meyer  and  in  all  that  ve  have  done  In  this 
we  have  aousbt  to  show  to  CTerj-  Impartial  person  that  we  hava  acted  from 
le  dealre  of  tbe  welfare  of  Do.  Meyer  and  your  Cbnrcb.  But  Do.  Mejrer 
>f  acknowledging  with  thanktulneaa  oar  labor  of  love  now  cornea  oat  aa  id 
■rker  of  our  attempts.  For  tbla  rpBBon  n-p  have  tboughl  beat  to  tend  our 
rr  to  blm  and  tbe  ConalBlory  with  hla  original  reply  to  tbe  Rev.  ClaaalB  of 
am.  aa  we  have  done  wllblo  the  past  week.  (Coplpe  of  the  aame  bare  been 
r  ourielTea;  tbeae  we  consider  It  [un?]  necessary  to  send  to  yon,  as  It  would 
no  OHcful  purpose.)  We  have  taken  this  conrae  because  be  has  abown  blm- 
locker  at  good  order  and  thus  baa  made  himself  onwortby  of  our  farther 
n    hlH  behalf. 

tretbren  what  reply  shall  we  make  to  your  letter?  We  see  this  difllculty 
'OD  bare  In  year  Chnrch;  we  know,  that  matters  with  yon,  are  not  In 
te  of  order  wblcb  we  wonld  have  prevail  among  yon— and  If  yon  proceed 
(>r  stepa,  yon  alao  know,  tbat  we  here  are  not  able  tn  render  tbat  esilntanre' 
f«  Klxlly  wootd;  alQce  those  who  should  have  stood  by  us  have  so  conilucted 
OS  as  to  offer  onr  enemlea  an  opporlunlty  of  falling  upon  na  Ukc  wolves.  If 
jloy  the  aenlpps  of  Do,  Kyadyk  arcordlnB  to  the  advice  of  Do.  Kryennioet 
IK  him  under  the  aame  circumstances  In  which  Do.  Cock  was  lately  placed 
•  means,  and  you  will  perhaps  he  the  means  of  great  Injury  to  him  In  Uls 
urch.  which  otherwise  seems  et  prciient  la  a  promising  way  to  trliimph  over 
lie  faction,  which  calls  Itself  Ibe  Coctus.  nmong  those  where  be  llvex. 
frrence  to  Do.  MeypT  the  truth  seems  to  be  tbat  he  Is  not  Pope  In  Kingston, 
Ilnlsicr.  under  the  L'ODSistory.  and  subject  to  Its  cenanre  whenever  hla  con- 
Dda  otherwise  then  to  the  edification  of  tbe  Church.  Now  among  tbe  alna 
led  In  the  80  Art.  as  subjecting  a  Minister  lo  censure,  Is  that  of  tnaUnff  an 
klSH  la  the  Church.  And  tbat  Do.  Meyer  has  been  guilty  of  tbls  sin  Is  as 
t  the  day  since  he  refused  to  Join  the  Convention  which  the  ClaaBla  and  the 
icknowledged  and  lo  wbfeb  your  Church  bad  always  been  subordinate.  Does 
.t  Constitute  open  schism?  Does  not  that  Interfere  with  the  ediflcatlon  of 
bnrrh?  And  are  not  you  as  tbe  overseers  of  the  Church  bound  to  promote 
Or  has  your  Minister  tbe  right  and  the  power  to  remove  all  established 
rks?  Let  bis  Professors  and  Ibe  Synod  of  Gronlngen  upon  whom  be  calls, 
n  help  blm  if  they  can;  we  wltb  tbe  whole  CIspsIb  and  Synod  of  North  Ilol- 
III  dlspnte  bis  right  of  lording  It  thus  over  Qod's  berllage  and  compelling 
nrch  to  dance  as  he  may  pipe.  Under  these  clrcnmstnnces  It  la  proper  for 
know  what  Is  ncceasary  for  yonr  Chnrch,  end  to  maintain  tbe  rights  which 
to  yon  (and  this  is  tbe  expression  which  at  the  request  of  tbe  Cburch  was 
itely  Introilucpd  In  his  Call.)  There  are  other  things  healdeR  which  we  cnn- 
w  mention;  but  It  becomes  yon  to  act  In  tbls  mntter  like  men.  At  the  same 
lOBe  who  might  be  expected  to  render  their  assistance,  rlx..  Do.  Frj-ennioet 
tck  cannot  refu«e  to  do  so  with  propriety.  RpkIiIcm  wp  Instruct  you  that 
er  you  may  eiei'Ute  the  S"nlence  of  cpnanre.  nitd  mil  iipnn  the  nclcbborlng 
■n  to  Bnpply  your  pulpit  during  the  pprloil  for  which  It  may  be  Inflicted,  It 
■er  for  Do    Rysdyk  to  take  his  part   but  not  before  atl  Ibe  others  bave  ofll- 

o  grvat  as  to  make  this  Inconvenient  and  even  Impossible. 

Brethren  Is  our  adviPe  to  yon  In  your  present  unpleasant  circumstances. 
•ea  flt  before  acting  upon  It  to  communicate  It  to  yonr  neighboring  brethren, 
re  QD  objection;  If  not.  we  Implore  for  yon  all  necessary  heavenly  wisdom 
le*.  wblle  we  subscribe  ourselves,  worthy  brethren,  with  much  respect,  your 
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Other  Items  in  1765. 

Jan.  8.  Rev.  T.  Brown  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hist 
N.  Y.,  4to.  ed.,  IV.  221. 

March  28.  Rev.  Wheelock  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc  Hist 
N.  Y.  IV.  222. 

April  29.  Rev.  Wheelock's  Address  to  Indian  Chiefs.  Doc. 
Hist  K  Y.  IV.  223. 

April  29.  Rev.  Wheelock  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc  Hist 
N.  Y.  IV.  226. 

June  17.  Rev.  Kirtland  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc  Hist 
N.  Y.  IV.  227. 

Oct.  21.  Rev.  Wheelock  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc  Host 
.N.  Y.  IV.  228. 

Nov.  7.  Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  to  Rev.  Barton.  Doc  Hist  N.  T. 
IV.  228. 

Dec.  20.  Episcopal  Church  of  Schenectady  desire  a  Charter*. 
Doc  Hist.  N.  Y.  IV.  229. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

1766,  Jan.  14th.     Art  4  ad  Art.  2,  of  Classis  of  Dec.  17, 1766. 
The  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras  report  that  they  had  received  letteni^ 
from  Rev.  Ritzema,  dated  September    10,    1765.     From   Bev. 
Lambertus  de  Ronde,  they  had  received  two  letters,  one  to  tfcs 
Classis,  and  one  to  Rev.  Kalkoen,  dated  September  9,  1765,  to- 
gether with  an  enclosure  in  defence  of  said  Rev.  de  Ronde. 

Also  one  from  the  Consistory  of  New  York,   of  October  2%. ' 
1766,  signed  by  six  elders  and  eight  deacons.     In  this  was  a 
letter  enclosed  from  Rev.  Ladner,  (Laidlie,)  dated  October  28,; 
1765. 

Also  one  from  Rev.  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  dated  October  i 
1766. 

Also  one  from  Rev.  de  Ronde,  dated with  endos 

from  a  committee  of  three  appointed  by  the  Dutch  party,  da 
October  23,  1765,  to  the  Classis,  and  to  Rev.  Ealkoen,  containii 
further  explanations  of  what  \&  mexi^oii^^iVsL^lDift  Utter  to  daaoifl 
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Moreover  they  report  that  on  October  18,  1765,  tiiey  had 
learned  from  the  Directors  of  the  Assembly  of  the  xvii  (of  the 
East  JhHa  Company)  as  to  their  deliberations  and  resolutions  con- 
emung  their  memorial,  which  had  been  handed  over  and  ad- 
wtueerde  in  the  earlier  part  of  that  year,  in  order  to  provide  the 
Tnitinn  Chorches  with  more  ministers  and  also  capable  ones,  and 
the  following  was  told  them  by  the  mouth  of  the  President  of  that 
Aaeeanbly  (of  the  xvii)  ; 

1.  That  the  plan  as  handed  in  by  our  Classis,  in  the  name  of  the 
Synod,  did  not  please  them,  and  therefore  they  rejected  it. 

(1).  Becanse  to  erect  such  a  Seminary  (at  Batavia?)  would  be 
a  permanent  affair  (continuous  expense)  and  to  this  the  Com- 
pany cannot  submit  itself. 

(2).  That  they  feared  that  at  times  they  would  see  no  result 
of  the  expenses  incurred ;  for  some  who  pledged  themselves  in 
their  minority,  when  they  had  received  promotion,  and  became 
wndidatea,  would  get  an  opporttmity  and  accept  it,  of  securing  a 
tettlnnent  here  in  this  country. 

8.  That  they  would  prefer  to  briog  themselves  to  offer  a  larger 
Iionorarium,  [douceur]  to  him  who  would  give  himself  to  the 
•errice  of  the  Indian  churches ;  and  that  an  advertisement  should 
be  placed  in  the  "  Boekzaal,"  [a  monthly  church  publication]  so 
that  it  might  be  known — as  this  is  done  in  regard  to  other  places — 
ttkat  there  was  a  vacancy,  and  on  what  conditions  this  vacancy 
I    eoold  be  profitably  taken  up. 

The  Deputies  had  asked  [the  Directors]  whether  it  were  pei^ 
mitted  thiem  to  bring  in  their  objections  to  this ;  or  whether  Clas- 
ria  and  Synod  must  abide  thereby.  The  answer  was  that  this 
naolntion  had  been  "  resumed  "  and  could  not  be  altered.  It  was 
Amo  asked,  what  sort  of  a  honorarium  {^douceur^  it  would  be,  so 
as  to  inform  those  who  might  inquire  1  The  answer  was  that 
^enerer  the  Messrs.  Directors  knew  of  any  vacancy,  they  would 
eanse  to  be  published  in  the  "  Boekzaal,"  on  what  conditions  the 
■nrrice  in  the  [East]  Indies  was  offered.  Finally,  the  Deputies 
:  ad  TOS  Exteras  requested  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  but  their  re- 
qaest  vu  politely  [lit  amicaUyj  declined,     xiy.  tt%  &1 . 
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Hew  York,  Dm.  3,  ITBS. 


CuDBCu  OF  New  Yokk. 
The  Harpending  lots. 

New  York,  Janurr  22,  ITM. 


CODilitont  beld  alter  ciltlng  on   God'( 

1.  BeMlred  that  ronr  lota  on  the  HatpeniliDii  enxinda,  Noa.  93,  91,  90,  and  69 
b*  held  free,  and  that  toar  boatea  be  built  thereon,  eacb  twentj  feet  wld>  and 
thlTtr-two  feet  deep  and  two  glariea  high,  froatinf  OD  William  atreet.  Alao  that 
Ifia.  Caroo  c«a  remain  Id  her  house  tbia  year. 

2.  Ur.  De  Pejaler  iraa  ■nlhorlicil  to  lease  the  corner  wbere  Wheeler  Uvea  to 
Ihe  hlKbeit  bidder;  also  the  honaa  where  Catherine  Ullteo  Bocart  laat  llT«d. 

BiKDed  etc.. 

J.  Bltaema,  p.  t  PreiUdent. 

Acts  of  tub  Deputibs.     About  Jan.  1766. 
Eeva.  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde  of  Kow  York  to  the  Clas&is  of 
Amsterdam,  Oct.  22,  1765. — Vol.  33,  page  96.     No.  371. 

(Eitracta.) 

A  l«tter  from  New  York,  written.  Not.  [Oct  221]  22,  ITSS.  br  Bers.  Blt>ema 
and  De  Ronde:  acrompanflag  wblcb  are  seat  the  mlantea  of  their  (CoDfervntle) 
Aaaembly,  ahowlng  wbo  are  with  them,  and  what  bualneaa  came  before  them. 

Ber.  (Comellni)  Blauw.  indeed,  did  not  appear,  bat  eicaaed  bimaelf.  becaiuo  hia 
Be*,  bad  not  received  the  notlflcatloD  Id  lime,  and  waa,  bealdea.  pre*eDted  by  ■& 
iDllBmmatlon  of  the  throat. 

The;  would  have  had  ■  peaceful  meeting,  tf  thejr  had  not  been  dlatnrbed  hr  thoac 
who  are  willing.  Indeed,  to  remain  In  connection  with  the  Xelherland  Chnicb,  bot 
not  with  the  Coetuii  wanting  to  keep  ererrlhlng  on  the  old  footing;  for  wblch  tlie 
New  York  Conalatory  largely  gare  the  occaalon. 

They  send  na  the  original  letters  from  BeTa.  Samnel  Verbryck  and  HcfrnaBiit 
Ueyer.  togelber  with  a  copy  of  their  letter  lo  Bev.  Ueyei.  In  the  letters  of  tbess 
gentlemen  the  apliit  of  Independence  clearly  manlfeata  lUelf.  Wherefore,  thsy 
urge  agalD.  and  at  some  length  that,  throngh  the  CItII  Commlsatooera  In  the  Synod, 
the  Ambassador  of  the  Btatea  Qeneral  at  tbe  Canrt  of  flreat  Britain  br  Induced  to 
bring  abont  that  they  shall  t>e  protected  In  thetr  prlvll^ea,  llbertiea  and  property. 
etc. 

Fortber  they  thank  the  Claasls  rery  mnch  tor  their  trouble  and  ear«.  They  ara 
Btlll  waiting  for  the  ministers,  Boclen  and  Omllent.  (T),  while  they  praise  Ber. 
Bysdyk  rcry  highly.     They  close  with  congratalatlons  and  regard*. 

According  to  the  minutes  of  tbe  (Conferentle)  Assembly  held  at  New  York,  Oct. 
8,  U,  and  10,  1T65,  signed  In  the  name  of  all.  by  Rev,  mtsema.  President,  and  Ber. 
De  Konde,  Bcrlbe.  the  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  hy  Rev.  Rltaema;  and  the 
letters  from  the  Classls.  do  the  Conferentle)  of  Feb.  4  and  May  23.  1T05;  also  a 
copy  of  our  letter  of  June  3,  to  the  Coetni-.  were  rend  to  their  ftn-st  satlstacHon. 

The  student  Garret  Lydehker,  aaked  to  be  examined.  In  name  of  tba  (,'!•*■& 
TbIa  the  Rev.  RItiema  was  commlsslaned  lo  do  on  Oct.  10. 

Tbe  Araenibly  of  the  Mlnlntrrs  and  Elders  who  are  In  connection  with  the  Clksala 
of  Amsterdam,  constat  of  the  following: 

!Bev.  J.  BKiema 
"     L.  ne  Bonde 
"     John  Sohuller 
"     t'lplonoB  Van   Rinderen 
J.   Caspar  Rabel 

Casparus    Freyeomoet  i 

Benjamin  Von  dec  Linden  | 

Gerard  Daniel  Cock 
Mlcbael  Kern 
Isaak  Bysdyk 
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DaTld  1 

Meter  Sclicrp 

Hendrlk  Wydeman  (Whjtmsn) 


Corn.  Paiiaan  <F««raoD).  ol  Klngatoi 
Uartln  de  la  Uetere  and  Johan. 
and  Tappan. 


BlaawTeld,  dclexatea  from  UarbletowD 


Bapl7  m*  made  to  tbe  lattpr  o(  tli«  Charcb  of  Harblctown  complaining  about  the 
aad  dlaaenilon  caaied  bj  thosp  who  take  the  part  of  the  Coetus;  lo  the  effect  tbat 
the  Church  ahoDld  lint  try  to  get  poaaeaalon  of  the  Hook  of  Worship,  according 
to  ita  legal  right,  and  then  take  coanael  thereon  with  the  nearest  nlnlstera. 

At  the  MMlan  of  Oct.  9,  was  read  tbe  Heading  ot  the  Fundamental  Article*  and 
Bnlea  tor  the  Aaaeroblr  belonging  to  tbe  ClawU.  and  these  vere  signed  anew  br 
thne  present  as  Elders  and  Ulnlsters  now  constituting  tbat  Aaaemblr.* 

In  rcreienee  to  tbe  case  or  Tappan.  as  against  Bev.  Verbryck,  a 


It  WM  nDanllDonslj  resolred  tbat  tbe  letter  of  tbe  Classls  to  tbe  Coetua  (ot  Jnne 
I,  ITSS)  Bboutd  be  printed ;  600  copies  In  Dntcb  and  400  in  Bngllsb. 

Tbe  caae  of  Rer.  Van  Hoerenbergb  was  commended  lo  the  Inrestlgallon  ot  tbe 
■tlghborlng  mlnlstera. 

On  tbe  aad  condition  of  afTalra  at  SlBuston,  throogh  tbe  ponltlon  of  tbelr  min- 
ister, Herer.  It  was  decided  that  his  Rev.  shonld  onre  more  be  written  to:  and. 
la  eaav  that  did  not  bolp.  tbe  whole  matter  wonld  be  Isld  before  the  Claasls,  witb 
tha  nqorst  for  their  Una]  declaloni  witb  a  proposal  lo  tbe  HeT,  Classti  of  the  only 
—ana,  whicb,  It  Is  tbonght  mar  7et  serve  to  pteserre  tbe  prlvlleEes  of  tha  Cburch. 
TUB  was  left  to  tbe  President  and  Scribe. 

At  tbe  •esatOD  of  Oct.  10.  the  student,  Lejdekker.  arter  preaching  a  trial-sermon 
IMbi  n.  I4S,3,  WBB  examined  In  Greek  on  John  1;  In  Hebrew  on  Psalm  1.  and  then 
la  Bacred  Theologr:  and  was  tbereapon  admllted  to  tbe  preaching  ot  tbe  Holj 


F^rtber  tbe  (Conferentle)  Assembly  Jadged.  thai 
opposition,  caosed  by  tbe  Coetns.  It  wonid  be  bci 
CtaMla,  to  have  as  little  as  possible  lo  do  wllb  thai 
who  desire  assistance  be  aided  by  word  snri  drpd;  e 
the  aole  aim  of  the  Assemblr  lo  preserve  Ihe  pare  cl 
Kettaer-Iand  Chnrch. 

And  thus  the  Assembly  closed  with  thankBglrlng 
tntemal  spirit. 


nmld  all  the  confniilon  and 
.   following  Ibe  steps  of  tbe 

body:  (0  see  to  It  tbat  those 
id  (has  to  convince  others  of 
ictrinc  and  good  order  ot  tbe 

end  prayer  tor  blesning  In  a 


Opponents  of  English  preacliiiip  in  Now  York  to  tlie  Cliissis  of 

Amsterdam,  October  23,  1765.     Vol.  33,  Pn^n  95.     Xo.  368. 

(extracts.) 

Letter*  were  recelred  from  New  York,  daled  Oct.  2.1,  ITnn.  alined  by  Abel  IlardeD- 
bro4.  Jacobns  Btoatenbergh  and  Iluybrrt  Van  Wagenen,  aa  Commlasloners  ot  tbe 
Dntch   party.     Tbey  write  to  the  Clttssls : 

I.  Staring  In  what  a  sad  condition  Ibelr  nlTalra  are :  and  aak  pamestly  for  our 
•■dstance.  Tbey  deplore  the  fact,  that  tbln^s  arc  In  aiich  a  wny  as  dcucribed  !n  Ibe 
letters  of  Rers.  Rltsema  and  De  Ronde.  and  ndrl  n  few  thlnci  to  IbPm.  hpre  and 
Vtert.     Tbey  complain  particularly  about   Rct.  Rllzcmn  hlmnplf,  on  occoimt  of  bla 
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Inaliicerlty  toward  them  In  tbe  matter  of  proteata.  Upon  hia  own  advice  they  had 
presented  these  to  tbe  Consistory.  They  also  complain  about  Rev.  Laldlle  llkewtae^ 
who  at  first  aeemed  to  take  a  different  stand ;  hat  afterwards  turned  entirely  about 
By  our  help,  they  are  seeking  also  to  have  recourse  to  our  Ambassador  In  ESngland. 
They  send  two  printed  booklets,  to  set  forth  more  clearly  their  mind  and  otter* 
ances;  and  how,  as  they  think,  matters  ought  to  be  in  the  Church.  (They  write 
also) 

II.  To  Rev.  Kalkoen,  that  their  opponents  have  sent  for  a  second  ESngllah  minister; 
that  this  Is  In  direct  conflict  with  the  Eighth  Articles  agreed  to.  In  oppoaitlon  to 
these  Articles,  the  Ehigllsb  minister  has  also  proposed  to  build  a  school,  upon  the 
land  glren  for  the  Dutch  ministers,  who  are  to  be  always  two  in  number,  as  agaiut 
one  English  minister,  according  to  those  same  Eighth  Articles.  That  the  BngllA 
minister  has  invited  from  Scotland  a  nephew  of  his  to  be  schoolmaster,  althoagh 
there  are  plenty  of  schoolmasters  in  New  York,  and  therefore,  his  object  miiit 
simply  be,  as  some  think,  to  make  a  candidate  of  him  there,  and  then  to  work  hia 
into  the  ministry. 

They  also  ask,  that,  when  we  write  to  them,  the  letters  be  addressed  to  ThesMH 
Van  Dell,  merchant  at  New  York ;  because  the  letters  would  otherwise  be  eopisi  ^ 
and    the   report  spread   through    the   city,    that   they   had   been   defeated  by  ttl 
Claasls,  etc. 


Rev.  Archibald  Laidlie  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct,  26, 1765. 

Vol.  33.     Page  94,  No.  366. 

(Extracts.) 

With  the  above  letter  was  Inclosed  a  letter  in  English,  from  Rev.  Ardiitali 
Laldlle,  signed  Oct.  20,  1765.  This,  besides  an  elaborate  salutation  at  the  begliiBtH 
and  at  the  close  of  the  letter,  contains  the  statement  that  his  Her.  had  received  ear 
letter  of  Feb.  4;  and  that  it  was  possible  that  his  silence  had  given  unjust  oocailoa 
to  others  to  misinterpret  his  conduct,  ^is  Rev.  explains,  however,  that,  when  bi 
was  ordained  at  Amsterdam,  he  had,  as  the  Classis  required,  promised  to  malatala 
the  correspondence,  as  appears  from  the  Acts  of  the  Classis,  Dec.  6,  1763 ;  hot  bl 
could  not  recollect  that  they  had  talked  with  him  about  the  dissensions  in  tbt 
Dutch  churches  of  America,  save  In  a  general  way ;  and  that  the  Classis  liad  not 
Instructed  him  as  to  what  party  he  should  belong  to;  and,  therefore,  he  tb0Q|bt 
himself  free. 

His  Rev.  did  on  his  arrival,  find  dissensions  existing;  but.  In  order  not  to  magnlty 
them,  as  they  kept  Increasing,  he  stated  to  the  different  partiea,  in  accordance  wtii 
the  plain  rules  of  prudence,  and  the  sentiments  of  many  of  hia  friends,  tlitt  H 
was  thoroughly  convinced,  and  he  judged  It  to  be  his  duty,  not  to  join  any  of  tbi 
contending  parties;  but  he  would  maintain  a  necessary  correspondence  with  thi 
Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  as  had  been  done  before  the  organization  of  any  of  then 
Assemblies.  Ills  reasons  were :  lie  was  a  stranger,  and  therefore  unaeqaalntafl 
with  these  affairs. 

He  had  been  duly  Informed  that  for  him  to  choose  either  party,  would  only 
strengthen  the  divisions  In  his  own  church ;  while  to  remain  neutral  might  brisf 
about  unity. 

He  had  been  confirmed  in  his  views  aa  to  the  action  of  the  Elders  and  DescoMi 
in  the  Consistory,  Oct.  7.  1765.  This  appears  from  their  letter  to  na;  when  tteit' 
was  also  read  to  hlra  a  letter  which  had  been  written  to  us  some  years  ago.  and 
was  In  exact  accord  with  his  views.  This  action,  also  agreed  perfectly  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  Consistory  at  the  time  when  the  Coetus  was  broken  up. 

His  Rev.  asks  to  be  excused,  for  writing  In  English,  etc 


\ 
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iev.  De  BiMide  to  the  ClasaiB  of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  29,  1765. — 
V(^  83,  page  Od;  No.  367.  This  one,  and  Nos.  36S,  3Gi),  and 
871  are  also  answered  under  160. 

(Bxtracti.) 
A  letter  tiom  Ber.  Da  Bonde  dated  Oct.  20,  ITOS  at  New  York.  Id  thli  hli 
Mr*.  daetAm  that  our  tetters  bava  had  do  effect,  iDannuch  aa  tha  aeparntad  mam- 
Mm  [the  Coatnal  kre  being  atrengtbened  br  Sev.  Laldlle  i  that  the  New  York 
TmttMorj  li  «[IIIii(.  iDdeed,  to  corrcipond  with  the  ClauU,  bat  oat  to  be  aub- 
■ffiialiil  to  It ;  tbu*  permlitlag  It  ta  do  anjtblDK  that  It  aeai  Bt ;  to  bear  tbe  name 
titm  Charcta  of  the  Fatberland,  while  tielns  Id  fact  IndepeDdeDl. 

Thai  tbe  large  "  New  Datch  ChDtch  "  li.  Inside  and  out.  moat  anrnptuoDaly  fitted 
^  wUl*  the  old  building  Is  left  to  decay,  Jast  tor  tbe  puriKiBa  ot  bavlng  the  upper- 
Mad.  Tb«t  hlB  (de  Sonde's)  preachlDK  In  Enstlsh  la  treated  with  ridicule,  not* 
Mfestandlng  tbe  (act  that  speclsl  meetings  even  ot  the  Inexperienced,  are  allowed: 
■d  iBtonalstenej  la  ahown.  In  that  bis  &»y's.  preaching  the  Qoepel  In  Bngllsb. 
■  On  Poor-bouse,  by  request  ot  Its  managers  is  not  objected  to. 

Tbat,  Inaamnch  as  bis  Uajesty,  George  II.  baa  given  mora  than  one  Charter  to 
As  Cbnreh  there  [rather,  amendments  to  tbe  Charter],  for  tbe  fnrtber  rallBcatlon 
M  the  liberties  ol  the  chnrch,  agreeably  to  tbe  Cburcb  Order  ol  Dordrecht,  16IS 
M  1819,  a  iiroiier  cnlotcement  [apptlcatle]  theretore  ahould  be  made,  by  exhibiting 
te  the  Ambassador  of  England,  [In  Holland]  the  infringement  oD  their  (the  Dutcb 
Otrch's]  Craatltutlonal  llbertlea.  His  Majeaty  would,  no  doubt  then  order  that 
ttt  Constltutlra  be  obearred.  particularly  la  that  point  ot  subordination  to  tha 
CkMis  and  tbe  Synod.  OlberwlM.  one  will  be  likely  to  see  tbe  Cburcb  become 
and  the  pure  doclriue  will  dpRcnerate ;  while  uerertheless,  tbe  Dutch 
•  tbe  (althfut  anbjeccs  of  tbe  British  Crvwa,  aod  the  ladepcndenta  are 
o  be  disposed  to  cebellloa,  etc. 

Acts  of  Deputies.     About  May,  17C6. 

Btr.  Warmoldtis  Kuypers  of  Curacoa,  to  the  Classia  of  Amster- 

dam,  Feb.  1,  1766.     Vol.  33,  page  98.     No.  373. 

(Brtracta.) 
ilmsT  from  Curacoa,  Feb.  1,  1766,  signed  by  Be*.  Wannoldus  Enypera: 
■i  nports  tbat  BeT.  Wlldrlk  preached  bis  farewell  from   2  Tbess.   8 :  4-6.  m 
^a,  1766,  to  go  to  8L  EuaUtln*. 

li  ays  that  he  has  taken  charge  ot  tbe  entire  serTlce  linca  tbat  time.  Mid  tbat 
Iliad  written  to  tha  Hesira.  Directors  for  tbe  fall  salary,  the  same  aa  bis  colleague 
M  h  former  years,  and  requettl  our  recommends tiona  to  tbsl  and. 
Be  desire*.  Indeed,  to  keep  up  tbe  carreepandcnce  (with  the  Claaale).  but  com- 
Ul^  that  altbougb  be  bas  written  many  times,  yet  without  ever  recelrlng  an 
wv;  be  therefore  conclndei  that  bla  letters  did  not  reach  their  desllDatlon. 
8a  eoaplalns  about  tbe  (rultlesauesa  of  bla  ministry,  and  tbe  wild  natare  of 
I  people  there.  He  will  not  neglect  to  do  bla  duty,  bowerer,  but  will  continue, 
warm  and  out  of  season.  Be  asks  to  ttast  end,  our  prayers,  and  bopea  for 
■gth  for  tbe  performance  ot  bla  work  ss  well  as  a  blessing  upon  It;  and  eloiea 
Ik  feauty  congratnlatlons. 

Church  op  New  York. 

Payment  for  musical  type.     Repairs  of  Old  Church. 

New  York.  Febniaty  S,  1766. 
~  tr  ealllni  on  Ood's  name, 
produced  from  Hr.  Daniel  Crommelln,  mnehdnt  U  LmitaiQaxa, 
tUlataM  lb«  acconnt  and  paTmott  lor  tta«  mniVe  wttea.  ^& 
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2.  Reaolred,  That  the  Old  Charcb  be  refMilred  and  the  old  teats  be  removed 
the  floor,  that  an  entire  solid  floor  be  laid  and  famished  with  seats,  and 
henceforth  no  more  dead  shall  be  bnried  there.  Further  the  Tower  shall  be  rep 
In  the  best  manner,  and  In  place  of  the  old  glass,  checqnes  shall  be  pat. 

L.  de  Bonde,  p.  t  Preside 


C.     Charges  of  the  Church  of  Kingston  Dei^iveretd  to 

Consistory,  Feb.  3,  1766. 

To  the  ConTentioo  etc 

We  the  anderslgned  members  of  the  Charch  of  Kingston  as  above  named,  1 
anxioas  to  be  subordinate  in  a  becoming  manner  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amstei 
in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Netherlands  Reformed  Charch- 
being  desirous  to  continue  under  the  wholesome  laws  and  constitution  of  that  Ch 
as  our  fathers  from  the  first  have  done  and  as  we  also  until  the  coming  of 
present  minister  Hermanus  Meyer  tho't  to  have  done  without  opposition,  on  ace 
of  this  desire  principally  to  our  sincere  regret  have  been  brought  by  this  means 
a  state  of  sad  decline.  So  far  indeed  have  things  gone  that  in  sincerity  we 
compelled  to  testify  our  convictions  that  in  the  following  particulars  he  hsi 
misconducted  as  to  make  himself  unworthy  of  the  respect  of  his  congregation 
a  source  of  injury  to  the  Church  of  God. 

Namely — in  the  contempt  and  disregard  of  the  brotherly  and  Ecclesiastical  sd 
of  his  Consistory  in  particular  cases  as  well  as  in  general — and  besides  in  bretl 
his  promise  to  act  in  concert  with  his  Consistory  in  matters  of  importance  wl 
concerned  the  peace  and  well  being  of  our  Church — and  further  In  contemptue^ 
disregarding  the  request  of  his  Consistory  that  he  together  with  the  Charch  m 
acknowledge  a  proper  subordination  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  notw 
standing  that  many  efforts  were  made  and  many  arguments  urged  to  effect 
compliance;  indeed  the  very  request  and  prayer  of  the  Classis  together  with 
resolution  of  the  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland  in  accordance  with  the  ssme  i 
presented  to  him.  in  connexion  with  his  obligation  to  conform  to  them : — ^yet  he 
obstinately  despised  them  all. 

The  concurrence  of  these  things  has  occasioned  among  us  dlssention  hatred  e 
and  indeed  a  very  schism  in  the  Church  by  means  of  which  the  preaching  of 
precious  religion  has  almost  grown  into  contempt,  and  it  seems  almost  hope 
to  attempt  to  restore  It  since  all  the  means  hitherto  employed  for  Its  restorst 
appear  to  have  been  without  effect.  In  evidence  of  this; — it  Is  now  more  thi 
year  since  this  Consistory  found  It  to  be  their  official  duty  (since  they  coold 
nothing  else)  to  have  the  difference  between  their  I>omine  and  themselves  subje< 
to  Ecclesiastical  action.  Accordingly  they  made  a  complaint  to  Dos.  J.  C.  Fr: 
moot  and  G.  D.  Cock  as  the  nearoKt  luluisters  on  account  of  which  they  carot 
our  Church  to  make  an  enquiry  Into  the  same ;  but  after  endeavoring  to  res 
peace  and  prosperity  they  found  the  undertaking  so  hopeless  that  they  could 
nothing  else  than  listen  to  the  chargos  of  the  Church  against  Do.  Meyer  accorc 
to  ecclesiastical  usage  and  at  the  conclusion  (testifying  that  they  consclentioi 
regarded  it  as  their  duty)  pronounce  him  worthy  of  censure,  though  for  well 
and  wise  reasons  the  execution  of  the  sentence  was  postponed ;  and  now  It  has  I 
delayed  so  long  In  consequence  of  the  sad  division  of  the  Ministers  of  this  Com 
and  the  light  In  which  oath  of  allegiance  is  regarded,  that  we  can  expect  notl 
from  it ;  at  least  we  know  of  no  redress  from  that  quarter. 

In  addition  to  these  things  we  consider  what  has  recently  happened  in  coone: 
with  a  letter  of  Dos.  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde  sent  to  him  on  the  9th  of  Oct. 
by  order  of  the  Convention  of  Ministers  and  Elders  under  the  Rev.  Classlf 
Amsterdam; — In  which  the  particulars  of  his  misbehavior  toward  his  Charch  ^ 
clearly  pointed  out  to  him.  and  he  was  affectionately  urged  to  return  to  his  ( 
in  seeking  concert  of  feeling  with  his  Church ;  while  he  was  warned  against 
sad  consequences  which  would  follow  If  he  should  obstinately  persevere  In 
present  course — we  consider  how  doslgnedly  contemptuous  was  his  answer  to 
letter,  not  only  to  Do.  Ritzema  but  to  the  whole  Convention  assembled  at  1 
York  and  even  to  his  own  ConsWtory,  an^  \iOw  Yi%  was  not  ashamed  to  use  vlo 
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oa*  •■•Imt  tbe  Her.  Cl&uU  td  Amiterdam,  expreuloDs  wblcb  vs  Bra  not 
to  quota  In  thli  place. 

ODddrr  itltl  firtlier  the  words  of  hli  Call  raoDlng  ttaos: — That  he  more- 
II  do  all  that  an  eamMt  falthfal  MrraDt  o(  leam  Christ  la  bound  to  do, 
4ance  with  Qod'a  Word  and  the  laws  of^tbe  Churches  ai  ocdalned  bj  the 
ll  Dort  and  commonlj  approred  br  ns.  We  will  not  say  bow  far  aach 
IS  have  been  narrated  above  accord  with  the  demand  that  "  ha  ahall  do  all 

eameac  (aithfnl  serrant  of  Jesus  Christ  [a  bound  to  do,"  or  bow  far  In  our 

the;  tall  abort.     Of  this  we  will  leare  others  to  Judge. 

ig  tbaa  made  known  to  70U  In  part  oar  present  sad  sltustloil,  and  looUoc 
aa  under  God  tbe  moat  direct  InatrumentaLltr  through  which  hj  means  ol 
atlcal  ectloD  we  can  eipect  help  aod  dellrerance.  we  addreaa  to  jou  onr 
.  with  our  eameat  hope  and  prarer,  that  you  will  be  plaaaed  to  take  th« 
T  atepi  In  accordance  with  Ood'a  Word  and  the  laws  ol  the  Church.  By 
.«*tii  we  trnit  the  ruins  ot  our  Jerusalem  ahall  be  rebuilt  to  the  honor  Wt 
re«t  and  holy  name  and  tbe  defence  and  eitenalon  of  bis  Kingdom. 
Itr  to  which  we  Implore  (or  roa  the  Lord's  neceaaatr  support  and  ai 

Wllbelmna  Bwart 

Peter  Swart 

Evert  BogardoB 

Dsvtd  De  La  Hetter 

Abraham  De  La  Metter 

Abraham  Abr.  De  La  Metter 

la.  Roaa 

MHlthewa  ten  Eyck 

John  WjDkoop 

^Authom  Krespel 

Ilelman  Rosa 
Pel  rue  Crespel 
Henrik  Constapel 


•  Da  Bon  Jan- 

Smendorph 

Flaeg 

tajder 
Blecht 

De  La  Metter 
■s  Turk 
a  Wjnkoop 

ins  tloogtejllng 


"rana  Elmdr.  Merk 

0  Van  Gaaabeek 

koop,  Jun. 
rder,  Jan. 

D  De  La  Metter 
rel  Klerstede,  Jun. 

s  Mast  on,  Jan. 

1  8.  F.  Freer — bis  mark 


Slmmflarpb 

n  Vbq  Steenbeergen 

I  Van  Keuren 

In  MaateD 

a  «e  la  Metter 

Van  Sleenbergea 

«  ran  ICenrea 


Petru 

Petrus  Wynkoop 

Egbert  Rosa 
Coenraad  Elmpndorph 
Jacob  Elmendorph,   JuQ. 

Toblae  Bnart 


Chrlstlaan  Tapper 

Beolamln  Itosa 
Ephraim  Imw 
Matthew  Persen 
I.   Elmeodorph 
Antbonl   lIofmaD 
Pbltlppus  Vrele 
Jonalbsn  Elmendorph 
Coenraad  Elmendorph 
-  Abraham  De  La  Metter,  Jun. 
Adam  Pelfer 
Teunis  Hoogteyllng 


)  Henddks 


Job  a 


1  Wynk 


a  Mast 


Andrtea  de  Wit.  Jun. 
ComelluB  Wjnkoop 
Jobanne*  ten  nroek 
Job  a  ones  da  Bora 
Phillip  Du  Mond 
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lume  Vtn  Wm<d«i  Jacobni  dn  Hond 

Jacob  ran  Wtgavi  Hlntmt  OMtnndn 

Oerrtt  Frar*  Jmcobni  OoatrandcT 

Gerrtt  Vtn  Wu«nmi  J>«otnu  HardenMif 

JolunnM  Van  Wafcnra  Pstrua  Criipel.  Jnn. 

lank  Van  Wagentn,  Jon.  Conraad  NIenwkeck 

Kleratede  Plater  dn  Hand 

Johanna*  O.  Janaen  Jobannaa  OMtrandar 

Cornelia  Janaen,  Jnn.  Andrlea  Tan  Tiled 

Adam  Swart  Jacobna  Bwart 
Samnel  Swart 

The  followlDg  Papera  ware  iJcliTared  to  ua. 

I.  The  undeislgned  bare  made  eaqnliy  In  reference  to  tbe  nnmber  ot  the  ui 
bera  of  our  Chnn;h.  bat  hitherto  have  not  iDcceeded  In  aacertalnlni  ttaa  aanie  i 
preclaloa.  Yet  we  can  with  tmth  2l*o  It  aa  onr  opinion  that  the  nnmbcr  rtl 
•iceeda  than  falta  abort  of  120. 

Wltneaa  onr  handa. 

Cornelia  Penea,  BMi 
Jacobna  ntlsce 
Johannea  Wynkoop 


II.  We  the  nnderalgned  hara  made  careful  enqnlrj  In  referuico  to  the  nsMl 
of  membera  who  upon  the  MTeral  occaalona  of  tbe  celebration  of  tho  Dolj  Bop] 
havo  preaeated  tbemaelvea  at  tbe  table  since  Jane  1704,  tbe  tima  of  the  lint  d 
tDdMDOe  occaaloned  bj  Do.  Merer  Ukiog  tbe  Oath  ot  Allegiance.  At  that  d 
bnt  ten  communed.  Blnce  that  lime  tbe  Supper  has  been  celebrated  on  all  oo 
alona.  And  apeaklng  from  onr  own  knowledge  and  after  the  enqnlrr  of  aare 
membera  of  the  Charcb,  we  cannot  taj  that  upon  an;  of  tbeae  more  than  twea 
four  or  twent;  Ave  at  tbe  moat  were  present  at  tbe  table. 

In  teatlmooy  of  the  above  we  aabacrlbe  onraelvea  with  oar  own  bands, 

Jobanoea   Wjnkoo] 
Coraetla  Peraao 
.Jobannaa  Tork. 

W»  farther  tcstirj  at  the  same  time,  that  during  the  period  tor  whlcb  Do.  Ue- 
baa  been  our  Minister,  bnt  two  members  hare  been  received — A  nnmbtr  far  I 
than  onr  previous  proportion, 

III,  Tba  clrcumstancea  that  occurred  In  refereuce  to  Do.  Merer  and  hU  Cod: 
tory  on  the  forenoon  of  Sundar  the  16tb  of  Februarr  wer«  as  follow*: 

Do  Merer  came  la  tbe  Church  during  singing  ai  was  hla  cnatom  and  wheo  1 
the  Chancel  when  the  Eldera,  Eltlnge  and  TerseD  stepped  from  their  beocb  i 
ttood  before  the  steps  ot  tbe  Pnlplti  Do.  Merer  met  them  there.  Borne  seaten 
were  paasea  between  them  which  I  did  not  nndergtand;  but  I  taw  Do,  Merer  p< 
to  the  Elder'a  Bench.  Then  I  heard  Do,  Uej-er  ear  that  be  regarded  the  «t 
Gonvcntlon  as  unlawful  nod  their  sentence  as  nnrlghteons.  Wberenpob  I  he 
Elder  Bleght  sar  "Domlne,  this  Is  not  tbe  plice  to  dlicuss  this  matter",  but  c 
hU  place  was  tbere~polntlDg  to  tbe  Elder's  bench.  Thereupon  Do,  Merer  sat* 
I  demand  In  the  name  ot  tbe  Lord  m;  God  tbe  place  to  whlcb  Qod  baa  appoUi 
me.  To  tblB  ibe  Elders  made  aome  reply  wblch  I  do  not  think  I  underetnod. 
Merer  then  called  out— I  take  joa  all  who  are  here  aaaembled  to  wltneaa  tb* 
hove  demnnderl  admittance  to  the  place  which  God  baa  entitled  me,  and  ttiat  tX: 
have  refused  It, 

To  this  tbe  Subacriben  testlfr. 

Abraham  van  Oaeabect 
Abraham  Jo.    De   La   Uett  ■ 
Jacobna  van  G 


In  fldam  Copla  Act 

laalcua  Rrsdrii,  V.   D.  M.  In  vlco  Ponshkeepsle. 
ConventQa  Elntttonneiu\*  9.  t..  ^riba. 
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On  New  Year's  day  1766,  Do.  Hennanos .  Meyer  said  from  the  polplt  that  he 
■lioiild  not  ezpreat  for  na  the  usual  wish  of  the  day— that  he  almost  feared  to 
Implore  for  as  the  hlesslng  of  God  since  he  expected  that  in  place  of  a  blessing  the 
Ix>rd  would  send  a  curse  upon  us.  How  then  should  he  be  able  to  wish  for  a 
1>I— sing  for  us  who  were  such  a  wicked  and  stiff-necked  people.  That  this  was  the 
ice  and  Import  of  his  words  our  signatures  testify. 

Jacobus   Bltinge 
Adraan  Wynkoop 
Willem  Bltinge. 


On  New  Year's  day  1766  he  said :  Have  I  not  always  sought  to  promote  every 
thing  thst  could  tend  to  the  peace  and  well-being  of  the  Church?  Have  I  not 
CBoouraged  all  means  that  could  lead  to  such  a  result  and  have  I  not  sought  by 
Hiany  arguments  to  convince  you  of  this  my  disposition  and  conduct? 

Hare  I  not  always  been  willing  to  maintain  the  Church  upon  the  same  footing 
SB  which  I  found  It  without  noticing  the  differences  of  the  two  parties;  and  haye 
I  not  read  to  you  upon  this  subject  a  letter  from  Professor  Gerdes,  which  advised 
me  to  hare  nothing  to  do  with  the  old  Church  disputes  but  to  act  in  union  with  my 
Consistory— but  this  also  was  received  too  late. 

Have  I  not  written  and  presented  to  you  some  articles  designed  to  restore  peace, 
Aitleles  which  In  my  opinion  are  in  no  way  inconsistent  with  God's  Word  and  the 
food  Older  of  the  Churches?  But  you  would  not  join  me,  as  you  should  in  matters 
li  which  my  objections  are  dictated  by  my  conscience. 

Bave  I  not  even  agreed  to  refer  our  differences  to  some  ecclesiastical  Convention 
li  Holland,  but  this  was  not  yet  enough.  I  must  act  just  as  the  Church  chooses 
to  dktate.  But  was  ever  such  a  thing  heard  of  as  a  shepherd's  being  compelled  to 
iMsn  to  the  voice  of  the  sheep?  No,  but  on  the  contrary  it  belongs  to  the  sheep 
to  ttrten  to  the  voice  of  the  shepherd  and  to  follow  it.  He  also  complained  that 
ki  WIS  a  sojourner  In  Mesech  and  that  he  dwelt  in  the  tents  of  Kedar.  This  is 
ilwst  the  sense  and  Import  of  his  words  as  is  testified  by  my  signature. 

WlUem  Eltlnge. 


Letter  op  the  Consistoby  op  BaNosTON  to  the  Thkeb 
Chubohes  op  Rhinebeck  and  Camp;  of  Livingston  Manor; 
of  poughkeepsul 

Tb  the  Rev.  O.  D.  Cock,  Minister— and  the  Consistory  of  Rhelnbeck  and  Camp. 

Kingston  Feb.  Srd,  1766. 
Wsrthy  Sirs  and  Respected  Brethren :« 

.  Base  a  great  number  of  our  Reformed  Church  at  Kingston  have  delivered  to  us 
i  Vfl^ag  containing  certain  weighty  charges  and  accusations  against  our  present 
Milliter  Hermanns  Meyer,  and  accompanied  it  with  the  earnest  request  that  we 
Vitid  adopt  some  action  cooceming  him  in  accordance  with  God's  Word  and  the 
Um%  of  our  Church— and  since  those  laws  require  that  in  cases  of  this  kind  the 
Mi  of  neighboring  churches  shall  be  called  In— and  since  we  are  deeply  conscious 
ti  wkat  a  sad  situation  our  Church  at  present  is— we  therefore  find  ourselves 
M|id  ss  the  overseers  of  the  Church,  to  make  use  of  the  means  necessary  for  its 
Itotsiatloo.— Accordingly  it  Is  our  request  and  earnest  prayer  that  yourself,  the 
■toister,  with  the  representatives  of  your  Consistories  will  be  pleased  to  appear  at 
WOoosistory  Room  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  that  is  on  Tuesday  the  11th  of 
^  Month  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  And  oh!  that  it  may  please  the  Lord  to  suffer  us 
^  tUs  means  to  see  an  end  of  the  sorrowful  disturbance  of  our  congregation. 
^  is  the  hearty  wish  and  prayer  of  him  who  has  the  honor  to  subscribe  himself. 

Your  obedient  servant  and  friend. 

By  order  of  the  Consistory  of  Kingston, 

Johannes  Sleght. 

.^  eostsnts  of  the  two  remaining  letters,  addressed  to  the  churcliea  ot  M^ii^T 
and  Fonghkeepsie  were  the  same. 
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Correspondence  From  Ambriga. 

Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Feb.  5,  1766. 

Vol.  33,  page  97.     No.  372. 

Rev.  Gentlemen  and  Brethren; 
Gentlemen:— 

Upon  receipt  of  the  letter  from  your  Uev.  Body,  the  Classis,  at  the  hand!  of  Mr. 
Rysdyck,  I  immediately  summoned  the  Consistory  of  North  Branch,  (Rctdlncton), 
for  which  church  one  of  the  candidates  had  been  intended,  and  presented  to  tlMiB 
the  contents  of  the  letter  from  Your  Rev.  Body;  that  you  had  not  succeeded  In 
persuading  any  candidate  to  come  over  here;  but  that  Mr.  John  Anthony  Aemillvii 
a  regular  Reformed  minister  at  Poederogen,  (might  come).  I  asked  them  whether 
they  would  be  willing  to  receiye  that  gentleman  upon  his  arrival  here,  as  tlieir 
minister.  They  showed  the  greatest  readiness  to  accept  him,  and  commissioned  ne 
to  write  out  a  call.  This  they  signed  in  the  name  of  their  congregation,  and  left 
it  in  my  hands,  tliat  I  might  present  it  to  the  Rev.  Gentleman,  immediately  «pM 
his  arrival  in  this  country. 

But  from  the  letter  of  your  Rev.  Body,  which  arrived  after  that  time,  nuB^, 
on  the  3rd  of  February,  (It  having  been  sent  with  Rev.  Boelen,  and  was  fftccB 
weeks  on  the  way,  and  therefore,  did  not  arrive  here  until  the  12th  of  SeptembKj 
I  understood,  that  my  expectations  of  the  coming  of  Rev.  Aemilius  had  beei 
destroyed;  and  it  seemed  that  there  was  no  authority  now  for  making  out  aootbtr 
call  to  be  sent  to  Amsterdam,  as  I  could  not  make  any  changes  in  the  call,  tid 
there  was  no  opportunity  of  again  inten'iewing  those  people.  I  am  tberefn* 
obliged  to  communicate  with  you  alone,  and  to  say  that,  since  that  gentleman  detf 
not  come,  the  stipulations  of  that  call,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  him,  of  coarM.  ftll 
away;  nevertheless,  those  same  persons,  acting  as  an  authorised  committee,  ww^ 
no  doubt,  be  willing  to  accept  of  any  person  whom  the  Classis  might  send;  but  tint 
I  have  no  right  to  forward  the  call  which  has  been  placed  in  my  hands. 

In  this  connection,  I  would  also  mention  the  following:  The  place,  called  North 
Branch,  (now  Keadington)  is  not  situated  on  our  North  River,  but  on  the  RailtiBi 
in  New  Jersey,  In  the  heart  of  a  rural  district,  where  there  is  but  one  dinichit 
present.  The  stipulations  are,  that  the  minister  must  be  a  member,  of  our  (Oob- 
ferentie)  Assembly,  under  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam;  must  preach  twice  opo* 
every  Lord's  day,  during  the  summer  season,  and  once,  during  the  winter  seteoBi 
must  give  catechetical  instruction  upon  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  BefoflBc' 
Religion,  once  a  week;  in  short,  he  must  perform  all  those  duties  which  U* 
expected  of  a  faithful  minister  of  the  Gospel,  in  the  Dutch  Church.  His  salary  i* 
to  be  £95.,  New  Jersey  money,  estimating  an  ounce  of  silver,  at  eight  shiUiop;  h( 
shall  have  a  house,  a  garden,  a  pasture  lot  for  three  or  four  head  of  cattle,  ai^i 
wood  for  fuel,  as  much  as  he  may  need,  to  be  delivered  at  his  house,  free  of  chtit^ 
They  engage  to  pay  also  the  expenses  of  calling  him,  and  his  traveling  expend 
hither.  This  salary  exceeds  by  £15.,  that  upon  which  Rev.  (Cornelius)  BlttV* 
was  induced  to  come  over. 

This  is  also  a  new  congregation,  [a  temporary  split!]  which  has  never,  indepeod* 
ently,  had  a  minister.  It  is  a  district  where  provisions  are  abundant;  at  theiU^ 
time  it  Is  far  from  the  market,  whither  poultry,  such  as  chickens,  ducks,  geese  tf^ 
turkeys  could  be  shipped.  It  is  my  opinion,  therefore,  that  such  a  place  it  mv^h 
better  even,  than  one  of  £150.,  which  is  situated  near  to  the  city,  to  which  the 
farmers  carry  everything  to  market.  If  these  considerations  be  not  poweiAu 
enough  to  persuade  that  gentleman,  or  any  other  available  party,  I  must  gl^^  the 
matter  up  for  the  present;  but  I  know,  that  the  congregation  aigha  for  the  psi* 
preaching  of  the  Gospel.  As  regards  the  payment  of  the  expenses  involved,  Mf* 
Daniel  Crommelin,  of  Amsterdam,  will  gladly  advance  the  amount  upon  my  accovsti 
as  that  gentleman  promised  me  last  year,  in  a  letter,  in  answer  to  my  reqaest  to 
that  effect.  Therefore  these  expenses  need  not  be  advanced,  either  by  the  minister 
himself,  or  by  the  Rev.  Classis. 
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On*  fict  Mil],  I  btTe  farcotteu  ta  mentloD  In  reference  to  the  profltablenea*  of 
tt<  call,  fiom  Nattb  Bnncb,  (ReidlDKtoD):  tIi..  that  the  partlea  caUlng.  engage  to 
par  tbe  mtnlater  who  may  come,  a  half  year'a  aalair,  In  adTance,  after  be  bai 
pnKched  hia  lint  aennoii  amoiix  them;  and  from  that  time,  hia  regular  aalarr  will 
betlo  to  count.  Tbey  farther  engage,  that,  if  their  congregatlou  continues  to  grow, 
n  that  they  maj  be  better  able,  thej  will  gladly  ralae  tbe  aalarr.  Xonr  Itev.  Body, 
wUl,  however,  be  plcaaed  to  allow  me  tbli  one  additional  remark:  Her.  Aemlllua 
ku  ilreadj  been  mlnliter  at  Poederogea  for  llftpea  years.  Doei  no!  that  make  bim 
nther  old?  and  does  It  not  greatly  lessen  the  expectation  Ol  having  the  beneOt 
(nrw  here)  of  hii  service  for  very  long? 

Ai  legirda  the  sending  of  any  more  nilnlater*  jnst  now,  upon  my  request,  It 
kid  better  be  stopped  for  the  present,  except  on  a  renewed  special  request  from 
*«.  *ly  object,  heretofore,  was  to  supply  the  places  with  mlDtsters  from  HoUaEd, 
WUch  I  knew  stood  In  Deed  o(  them:  and  who,  by  their  coming,  would  put  a  stop 
to  the  making  of  mlnlttera  by  tbe  Coetus.  For  I  felt  assured  that  those  from 
B«Uand  would  be  preferred,  and  tbst  they  would  tend  to  discourage  the  others. 
H^werer.  there  are  foar  yacuncles  yet,  three  for  Dutch  preachers,  and  one  where 
a  irtaeher  ts  required  who  can  preach  both  In  Dutch  and  Qermsn.  The  congrega- 
UtMi  at  the  so-called  Baugertles,  has  had  a  call  out  tor  nearly  two  yeare,  upon  a  can- 
AUatt  In  Dalsburg.  but  hare  heard  nothing  of  It  yet. 

To  satisfy  my  own  curiosity,  and  to  enable  me  to  put  our  Cbureb  Records  Into 
*»t<at  abape,  I  woald  most  kindly  ask  of  tbe  Bev.  Gentlemen,  tbe  Depntatl,  to  do 
na«  tbe  rarer  of  letting  me  know,  from  the  Classical  Records,  wbo  was  tbe  Bnt 
t>¥tch  Reformed  minister  here,  at  what  time  be  waa  sent,  and  the  others,  up  to  the 
U«a  of  the  arrival  of  Rev.  (Gnalterui)  Dn  Bols. 

"Tbe  Charcb  Alpbabet"  of  Meleboir  Veerls.  and  our  own  Churcb-Book.  when 
^VMlpared,  lesd  me  Into  contusion.  On  pace  SS  of  the  flrst,  I  flnd  that  Johannes 
ACegapolensIs  emigrated  to  New  Netherianda  In  1642  and  died  there  16S0  aome- 
Uklng;  (TJ  that  bis  Kin  Samuel,  came  In  1602,  and  re-patrtated  In  ISTO;  thst  Hen- 
*%VU  8e)yns.  page  137,  came  In  the  year  1060,  and  moved  back  to  New  York  tn 
KOtt.  Our  oldest  Cbnreb  Recorda  date  back  to  the  year  1039.  In  them  1  Qnd,  (hat 
ttSM  the  9tb  of  September.  1640.  Rev.  Ererard  BoBardus.  either  bimiieir  bnptlied, 
^C  Pfeaented  for  baptism,  a  child,  whose  name  was  Coniellus;  that  In  IOCS,  the 
^UilttetB  In  New  York,  were  Johannes  MegapolenalB  and  Samuel  Drlslus;  In  ISTO, 
W«Moai  Drislus  alone;  In  ISTl,  Drlalu*  and  Wllhelmua  Nlonweabuyxen  together;  to 
S.Vn  Nteuwenhuysen  alone.  He  died,  ITebmaiy  IT,  IHSl:  and  In  lOfll  Henricus 
tttfyna  was  called  again.  If  yonr  Beva.  can  help  me  oat  of  this  enlanjtied  yarn,  I 
— kfMlt.  and  several  curious  IndlTldnals  In  our  congregation,  will  be  under  tbe 
•■(■teat  obligations  to  yon. 

To  tbia  I  must  add  a  petition  to  tbe  Rev.  Classts.     II  was  made  to  me.  by  Rev. 

Om,  OCem),  and  hia  (German)  congregation.     It  Is  tor  a  little  aid  In  this  their 

Uas  of  dlatieas;  and  I  cannot  retnae  mo«t  bnmbly  to  press  tbU  case  of  need  with 

^^  fallowing  short  eiplanallon  of  their  situation.     These  OentiRns,  (In  New  York). 

**«hH  of  the  Reformed  Faith,  but  having  no  Divine  Worstalp  In  their  own  langunse, 

^r»i»  formerly  united  with  ns.      But  a  few  yenrs  ago,  when  Rev.  Ahrnham  Rosen- 

kiuta  was  driven  away  from  bis  place  by  tbe  enemy,  they  Mlrred  IhemnelveB  up 

*4>Mparate  themaelves  from  us,  and  call  that  gentleman  as  their  minister  to  preach 

*n  tMr  own  language.     Tbta  was  done,  and  they  bought  a  certain  building  which 

*A(y  laahloned  Into  a  church.      Bat  tbey  thus  Involved  themselvea  In  considerable 

Aabt.    This,  however,  by  the  SHlstance  of  kind  fHciidn,   having  been  nearly  can- 

*"l«d.  tbey  fonnd  themselves  threatened  by  a  new  calamity.     Their  Chnrch-bnlld- 

*«g,  sn  aeconnc  of  tbe  weakness  of  tbe  wells,  threatened  to  tall  down  entirely,  and 

**«y  were  obliged  to  tear  It  down  to  the  ground,  and  build  an  entirely  new  Chnrcb- 

^ttee.     They  then  built  a  handsome  structure;  but  being  obliged  also  to  support 

**ar  minister,  ttils  people,  weak  In  ntimbers.  Is  quite  unable  to  pay  the  debt  then 

^**bict»d.     Now  evefy  congregation  nl  [ireiient  has  enougb  to  do  to  sopport  Itself. 

Allsaat  this  li  the  case  with  our  Dutch  Church,  which  le  obliged  bIro  thm  year, 

**<W  IB  part  or  wholly,  to  rebuild  their  old  Church,  and  therefore  nothing  can  be 

^Mtsd  fmm  ns.     Neither  can  anything  be  eipected  from  the  otherwise  well-to- 

l       **-fcgllab  Cbnreb,  (Trinity  Cbureb)  as  tbey  are  now  engaged  upon  a  tMrt  \av?;6 

I       **•  ChvKb-bnlUlng.     These  Oermans  therefore  Hod  themaHvea  o^Wseil  to  ^ii<k'^ 

t      ■*  tn  U  tka  teor  at  the  Ber.  CItttIa,  which  baa  atrekdy  eztenaeA  ao  mii\.  sXi 
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to  the   German   chorches   in   Pennsylvania.     They   tniat  your  help   will  not  bt 
refused  them.    I  sincerely  wish  that  this  help  conld  be  given,  as  Rev.  Oeni  (Kan) 
is  really  a  sealons  and  falthfol  minister  of  the  Gospel  and  greatly  promotes  tte 
edification  of  those  people  in  every  way. 
I  sign  myself,  with  the  profonndest  respect. 

Rev.  Gentlemen,  and  Brethren, 

Your  Servant  and  Brother, 

John  BltWBUL 
New  York,  Febmary  5,  1766. 

N.  B.     The  Acta  Synodi  Noordhollandiae,  of  the  year  1765,  have  not  yet  arrived, 
although  we  conld  easily  have  received  them,  with  Rev.  Boelen. 


German  Reformed  Church,  New  York. 

New  YorlE,  6th  Febmaiy,  1766. 
Fretent  all  the  memherg  of  the  Oonsittory, 

Dm.  Kern  informed  the  meeting  that  in  consideration  of  the  great  debt  of  tte 
church,  it  was  advisable  to  make  a  written  application  to  the  honorable  Clitiii 
of  Amsterdam  for  help.  For  which  purpose,  and  for  the  better  success  of  the  stocb 
he  had  not  only  requested  a  recommendation  from  Dm.  Ritsema,  but  also  prepaicd 
all  the  necessary  information  for  Dm.  Kessler.    There  were  read  and  approvsd. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  carrying  out  of  this  business  be  left  to  Dm.  Ken. 

Note,  The  writings  were  sent  the  following  day  by  Capt  Bentyen. 

The  German  Reformed  Church  of  the  City  of  New  Yobx 

TO  THE  ClASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM,  FbB.  5,  1766. 

(Abstract.) 

Previous  to  1768,  many  Germans  had  settled  in  New  York,  a  large  nomlMr  9t 
whom  had  been  connected,  in  Europe,  with  the  German  Reformed  Church.  Soeb 
of  them  as  understood  the  Netherland  language  attached  themselves  to  the  Dotefc 
Reformed  Church  of  New  York.  Those  who  understood  only  German,  were  obUfcd 
to  attend  the  Lutheran  church,  or  be  deprived  of  Gospel  preaching  altogetbar. 
This  deplorable  condition  induced  them  to  attempt  to  organise  a  Reformed  drarck 
of  their  own,  in  which  services  should  be  conducted  In  the  German  language.  A 
meeting  was,  accordingly  called,  and  a  subscription  started  for  the  support  of  t 
minister,  and  arrangements  were  made  to  procure  a  suitable  place  for  public  ws^ 
ship.  A  building  on  Nassau  St,  formerly  used  for  a  theatre,  was  purchased  tsf 
$1260.  and  fitted  up  for  public  worship.    When  completed  there  was  a  d^t  of  $2006. 

As  soon  as  they  got  their  church  ready  for  use,  about  1768,  they  emplQTcA 
domine  Abraham  Rosencrants  for  a  year.  He  had  been  officiating  among  the  Pale- 
tines  on  the  Mohawk,  but  his  flock  had  been  scattered  by  the  Indians,  and  he  bed 
come  a  refugee  to  New  York.  In  1769  he  returned  to  his  former  charge.  Another 
clergyman  was  now  employed.  Rev.  William  Kails,  who  had  preached  In  PhlUdel- 
phla,  1766-7;  also  at  Amwell.  N.  J.,  and  in  certain  German  churches  along  tlie 
Raritan,  1757-9.  But  he  proved  to  be  a  wolf  in  the  *flock,  and  at  the  end  of  tbe 
year,  1769-60,  they  were  glad  to  be  rid  of  him.  In  the  spring  of  1761.  a  ship 
arrived,  having  on  board  a  German  Reformed  minister.  Rev.  Frederick  Botfaen- 
bergler.  They  employed  him  for  a  year  on  trial,  and  finally  gave  him  a  call;  but 
soon,  thereafter,  getting  into  dlfflculties  with  him,  they  resorted  to  legal  means  t» 
get  rid  of  him. 

Weary  of  engaging  ministers  in  this  irregular  way,  they  at  length  adopted  i 
different  course.  They  wrote  to  the  Consistory  of  Heidelberg  to  SMid  then  t 
suitable  minister.  That  Consistory  sent  over  to  them  Rev.  Johannes  U lebael  Ken. 
He  arrived  in  September,  1763.  He  soon  induced  this  church  to  plaee  ttansstfei 
tormtLUy  under  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam.  (See  under  Oct.  28,  1768.)  TUs  they 
accoinpllshed,  with  the  aid  and  advtce  of  dominet  Bitiama  and  Da  SoDdtk    Mt 
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Kn  wu  formtlly  called  accoMLnc  to  the  Rule*  of  th«  Betormed  Datcb  Chaich, 
m  Jan.  36.  1T<M.     He  was  regotarly  Initslled  br  domlne  Da  Road*  thu  next  dar. 
Ha  It  once,  under  the  adtice  of  damlnea  RItaema  and  De  Rood*,  Joined  Conferentle 
I  }Uti,  to  be  tn  cloKr  connection  vlth  the  Cla»l>  of  AmateTdam.     This  ««•  don* 
kf  tonnal  credentlala  from  bla  Ckinilatorr  atating  that  the;  wished  to  bolonf  to 
nla.     An  elder  was  alao  deputed  under  the  aame  condltlona. 
le   winter  of  ITM-S,   a   hearj   fall  of  anew   cauaed   the  church   walla  to 
maklDK  It  noaale  to  nae  the  building  aa  a  place  of  woratalp.     The  consre- 
raa  allowed  to  nae  temporarily,  one  of  the  Dutch  churchea.     A  new  cbarch 
mirected  at  a  coat  of  13000.     flGOO.  were  ralaed  br  contrlbutlona,  leavtoK  a  debt. 
To  Ugildate  this  Uiey  made  loUcltBtlona  abroad.     (See  March  8.  1705.) 
nil  letter  waa  alroed  bj  pastor  Kem  and  all  the  Coualatorr. 
(i  almllar  account   of   this  Church  waa  prepared  and  aent  to  London  Jnl7  9, 
im,  MtldtlnK  aid.) 

Biv.  Isaac  Rysdyk  and  Otiieks,  to  Rev.  H.  Meyee,  Feb,  11, 


sir  and  Reapected  Brother;— 

■c*  I  with  Uaaara.  Fryenmoet  and  Cock  with  our  Conalatorlee  haTO  arrived 
la  accordance  with  the  requeat  o(  ;out  Conatatorjr  that  we  would  meet  Id  the 
MoTT  Boom  tomorrow,  being  Wedneadar  the  12th  of  thia  mouth  In  order  to 
tnnrdlng  to  the  law*  of  oar  Church  upon  the  charge  of  thla  Church  agalnat 
imU;  we  addreu  to  you  by  thla  means  our  (rleodly  requeat  that  you  will  be 
Kd  to  l>e  preaent  at  the  tine  aod  place  nieDlIODed.  Id  thta  expectation  and  In 
lb  tape  that  thla  courae  by  the  bleaaltie  of  God  will  tend  to  the  welfare  of  ZIon, 

I  tin  the  honor,  after  Imploring  tor aa  neighboring  churches, 

M  tnwperlty  and  the  blesaing  of  Ood  lo  anbacrlbe  myself, 
«n.  Blr. 

Id  the  name  of  the  three  ChnrchcH, 

Your  obedient  Berrant. 

la.  Ryadyk. 
•Won.  Ifeb.  11.  1766. 

*w.  H.  Myeb  to  Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyk  A^D  Others,  Feb.  12, 
■"■■ti 

>^«cted  Bretbren:- 
^5^  honored  letter  of  the  11th  baa  come  to  hand,  and  It  may  aerve  ai  reply  to 
entirely  ready  to  appear  before  yon  and  would  rejoice  ao  to  do  conld 
mind  that  yonr  Convention  la  lawful,  and  In  refer- 
dlBpute  Impartial.     Imploring  for  yon  from  the  Lord 
honor,  while  I  await  your  reply,  of  subscribing  myself 


^*«t  I  am  entirely  ready  to  a 

*V  b*  flnt  peranaded  In  my  n 

,H?*'*  the  matter  now  In  dlsp 

^Bkk^  grace,  I  have  the  honoi 


Uuch   Beapected  Brethren, 

Your  UeTerences'  Obi>dlent  Servant. 

H,  Ueyer.  V,  D.  M. 
t,  reb.  13,  1760. 


I*  PprnroN  of  the  Ciiubch  of  Kingston  to  the  Convention 
Kingston  Feb.  12,  1766. 

e  Conelstory  of  the  Dutch  Church  at  KlngBton  etc. 
*  tnat  nnmber,  Tia.,  more  than  one  bnodred  membera  of  thta  CtratiAk  >!&-<« 
'  li  ba,  the  Rnling  Conslatoiy  "  writing  algned  with  thelt  own  ban&B  »ii4 
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containing  many  charges  against  onr  Minister  Hermanns  Meyer,  and  offering,  if  It 
were  necessary  and  should  be  demanded,  to  proye  the  same  and  hnmbly  reqoestiDg 
that  their  communication  might  be  acted  upon  in  accordance  with  the  Laws  of  the 
Church.  And  since  we  all  think  tliat  the  safd  charges  are  not  without  fotmditioo, 
we  have  therefore  considered  it  proper  not  only  but  in  the  highest  degree  obliga- 
tory upon  us  to  lay  the  same  before  you;  especially  since  this  Consistory  has 
previously  in  Oct.  1764  presented  to  Dos.  Fryenmoet  and  Cock  many  charges  tgalBst 
Do.  Meyer  upon  which  It  still  insists. 

And  since  those  things  which  were  the  occasion  of  the  diflAculty  have  become  do 
better  since  that  time  but  rather  by  the  obstinate  and  rash  conduct  of  Do.  Meyer 
have  grown  much  worse,  we  request  the  above  named  Convention  that  we  may 
have  a  lawful  hearing  becoming  our  religion  and  in  conformity  to  the  Rules  of  tbe 
Church,  ordained  at  Dort,  and  that  (If  the  charges  be)  proved  to  be  of  soffident 
weight  Ecclesiastical  discipline  may  be  exercised.     This  is  the  prayer  of, 


Deacons 


Benjamin  ten  Broek 
Coenraad  Elmendorph 
Adrlaan  Wynkoop 
I  Benjamin  Low 


Eldera  < 


Cornells  Perssen 
Jan  Van  Drlesen 
Jacobus  Eltinge 
Johannes  Sleght 


A  Protest  of  Certain  Members  of  the  Ciiurch  of  Kingston, 
Against  the  Action  of  Consistory  of  That  Church  is 
Calling  a  Council  to  Try  Kev.  Meyer.     Feb.  12,  1766. 


«<  I 


To  Messrs.  Johan  Caspar  fryenmoet,  Gerhard  Daniel  Cock,  and  Isaac  Rya^ke, 
Ministers  of  the  Go8i)eI.  now  convened  upon  the  request  of  the  Conslatorj  it 
Kingston.**     (This  address  Is  In  English  In  the  original). 

Since  we  have  understood  that  our  Consistory  has  called  this  your  Conventioa 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  Church— In  passing  by  neighboring  Churches  and  als) 
against  the  desire  of  our  Minister— from  whom  we  have  learned  that  more  ttou 
once  and  even  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Consistory  he  has  proposed  to  call  an 
Impartial  Convention  to  act  ui>on  the  difficulties  existing  In  our  Church  (wWA 
course  we  regard  as  Just  and  right)  we  cannot  omit  to  declare  onr  dissatiafactJoa 
at  such  a  procedure,  and  to  protest  against  the  passage  of  any  decision  apoo  tie 
Charges  which  are  brought  against  Do.  Meyer,  by  this  Convention;  our  d«naB<i'* 
that  those  charges  be  heard  by  the  neighboring  and  impartial  Ministers  and  Eldera- 
And  since  it  is  charged  against  Do.  Meyer  that  he  has  originated  contention,  liatred 
and  envy  in  the  Church,  we,  whose  names  are  subscribed  testify  that  for  the  tia* 
during  which  Do.  Meyer  has  been  Minister  ihere  in  the  Church  of  Kingston,  he  hat 
labored  faithfully  in  his  office  in  preaching,  in  catechising  the  children  and  alao  i" 
visiting  the  sick- that  he  has  fulfilled  his  duty  with  zeal  and  that  he  has  lired  a 
peaceful  and  an  ambitions  life,  and  that  we  have  enjoyed  much  satisfaction  In  W" 
ministry  through  God's  blessing  and  that  we  hope  and  pray  that  he  may  be  apaR^ 
many  years  in  the  land  of  the  living  to  minister  to  us  as  our  Pastor  and  Teacher. 
If  your  Convention  shall  have  a  sitting  we  beg  leave  to  present  the  above  aa  tbe 
grounds  of  this  our  Protest. 
Feb.  12,  1766. 
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MlNITTBS  OP  THB  ECCLESIASTICAL  CONVENTION  OF  THB  MlNISTBBS 

Ain>  Eldeks  op  the  Thbee  Chdbciies  Lyimq  Adjacent  to 
KmoBTOK — Namblt,  Manok  Livinoston,  Cahp  and  Pouoh- 

EKEFSIE,  CCM  AnnBXIS  EcCLESIIS.    HeLD  AT  KiNOSTON  IN  THE 

Case  of  Do.  Meyek,  Feb.  12,  1706.  Vol.  33:  P.  105.  No. 
378. 

in.  1.  O.  FryeamiMt.  T.  D.  H.  Id  LWlDsston  MaDor,  etc. 
Bldtn.  Jobann^i  Ten  Byk,  Justice  of  tbe  Pmc«. 

Hendrlph  Ueiick 
In.  a.  u.  Cwk,  T.  D.  M.  In  tbe  Camp  and  IthelDbtck. 
Bden  of  thMe  Tespectlve  cbnrches. 
Cornell  B  Htller, 
Henitcb  Berlnter. 
In.  inac  Bradrk,  V.  D.  M.  at  PD'keepaie,  Biahkili,  etc, 
BiNi.  Aart  Middas 

Ofibrecbt  Schenck, 
I  Capt.  CoruellB  LalBter, 

Isaac  AdrlaanM. 
in.  I. 

Tlw  Coavenllon  hiring  been  opened  with  an  earnest  and  appropriate  prayer  bj 
"n.  1.  C.  PrreniDoet,  tbe  (ollowlag  were  uaanlmoiuly  cbosen  Its  oSlcera:— 
Bar.  J.  C.  Prrenmoet.    Praeaei. 
"CD.  Cock.  Aasesaor.  ., 

"     I.  ByadTk.  Scrlba. 

Irt  IL 

Th»  letter  <Hee  A.)  addreaaed  by  tbe  Chnrcb  of  Klnfcaton  to  tbe  tbree  Cbarcbe* 
*Wit  named,  were  read,  containing  the  reqneat  of  tbe  said  Conalatorr  to  tbe  otber 
'^■MMorles,— tbit  tbey  Id  accordance  wllh  the  datli-a  of  their  office  and  tbe  lawa 
tf  tke  NetberEaDda  Reformed  Cbnrob.  nonid  aeDd  bitber  tbeir  MlDlatera  and  Elders 
■■Ulo  be  present  In  tbe  Consistory  Boom  on  the  11th  of  this  month  at  10  o'clock 
A.  H.  la  order  to  take  Ecclesiastical  Action  upoD  the  Complalnta  vhlch  a  great  por- 

U"  or  tbe  Church  had  delivered  to  tbe  Consistory  against  (heir  minister 

IW  tine  speclOed  was  changed  at  the  request  of  Da.  Byadyk,  who  lived  at  the 
IXttat  distance,  and  with  the  aDnnimonB  concurrence  of  the  aerenil  Conalatorles. 
I*  tht  present  date  Feb.  12. 

*it.m. 

Tkt  Constatorr  of  tbe  Church  of  Klngaton,  being  now  Called  in,  dellTcred  to  tbe 
Wfollon  ■  petition, — which  stated,  tbat  many  complnlnts  against  Do,  Meyer  had 
••<•  preiented  to  them,  made  by  more  than  one  hundred  members  of  this  church,— 
*M  (trnestly  prayed  that  these  might  be  acted  Dpon  In  accordance  with  tbe  lawa 
«tkt  chorcb.  This  petition  this  ConTentlon  granted.  <Por  a  copy  of  tbe  petition 
>«B.J 

Ik  CoDslstory  then  handed  In  a  writing  which  was  read  by  the  Scrlba.  con- 
'''UDf  lereral  complaints  of  a  large  portion  of  tbe  Church  against  Do.  Meyer. 
^'*H  ilgned  by  one  hnndred  and  e  let  en  members.— The  Complaints  were  as 
'«•■.:_ 

i-  In  Qenenil — Tbat  they,— being  deslrons  as  formerly  to  be  sobordlnste  to  tbe 
^  CUmIb  of  Amsterdam,  in  accordance  with  tbe  Constltntlon  of  tbe  Netherlands 
't'Miwd  Cbuii:b  eHtsbllahed  by  the  fiynod  of  Dort  in  tbe  year  1618  A  161B,  and 
IB  eoDtlnae  their  connexion  with  that  Ciassls,— think  that  Do.  Meyer  by  his  eon- 
'*t  his  made  himself  worthy  of  the  censnre  of  the  Chnrcb.     And. 

&  la  Patttealar.— tbat  hs  la  culpable 

brotherly  and  ecclealastlcsl  admonition; 
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b.  In  breaking  his  promise  to  act  In  harmonj  with  the  Consistory; 

c.  In  despising  and  rejecting  the  request  of  the  Consistory  to  acknowledgs  t 
becoming  subordination  to  the  Kev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  thus  opposing  at  oaet 
aa  well  the  resolutions  of  the  Rev.  Sjnod  of  North  Holland  and  the  Rey.  Claasis  of 
Amsterdam  as  the  friendly  and  oft  repeated  counsel  of  the  Consistory  upon  this 
point; 

d.  In  a  contemptuous  answer  which  he  designedly  gave  to  the  Consbitory  after 
the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Revs.  J.  Rltaema  and  De  Ronde,  written  to  him  upon 
the  subject  of  subordination; 

e.  That  he  has  not  fulfilled  the  terms  of  his  call,  since  he  has  excited  diTiilbii« 
discord  and  schism  in  the  church,  whereby  their  precious  religion  has  almost  come 
to  contempt  and  ruin. 

The  paper  closed  with  a  request  to  the  Convention  as  the  first  instrumentality 
under  God,  that  they  would  strive  to  bring  help  and  deliverance.  Whatever  elie 
was  contained  in  it  will  be  found  under  C. 

Do.  Meyer  not  having  yet  appeared  before  the  Convention,  (notwithstanding  tbat 
he  had  been  called  upon  to  do  so  twenty  four  hours  before  by  a  friendly  letter  of 
citation  written  in  the  name  of  the  Convention,  the  charges  against  him  taavlDf 
been  communicated  to  him  some  day  previously  by  the  Consistory  of  Kingston,)- 
the  Convention  resolved,  that  it  was  necessary  (dum  periculum  esset  in  mort)  to 
proceed  with  this  matter  in  accordance  with  the  express  and  Importunate  reqiMft 
of  the  Consistory,— the  more  since  the  entire  division  of  the  Church,  which  miHt 
soon  happen  if  this  troublesome  affair  were  not  brought  to  an  end,  demandtd 
immediate  attention. 

There  was  also  handed  in  a  complaint  of  the  Consistory  itself  against  Do.  Meyer 
of  the  same  Import  as  the  fourth  particular  (d.)  above.  It  contained  a  statements- 
That  in  the  Consistory  certain  things  were  said  which  in  the  Judgement  of  tlit 
Consistory  ought  to  be  recorded  and  that  Do.  Meyer  refused,  not  only  to  mak^  the 
record,  but  to  take  the  vote  of  the  Consistory  upon  the  subject.— That  Do.  Mefcr 
being  subsequently  asked  "If  he  would  acknowledge  then  no  subordination  to  the 
Classls  of  Amsterdam?'*  gave  this  reply,  "That  he  would  not— nor  to  any  CliMb 
in  Holland  but  that  he  would  correspond  with  the  Rev.  Professors  who  sent  USf" 
and  that  the  subordination  as  it  was  here  required  seemed  to  him,  to  savor  Tef 
much  of  the  spirit  of  popery;  That  he  farther  declared  to  the  Consistory  upon  belBf 
asked  by  them  wherein  the  similarity  consisted.  That  as  the  Pope  pretended  to  hSTe 
in  Ecclesiastical  matters  a  power  extended  over  the  whole  world,  so  the  Glasili  of 
Amsterdam  not  content  with  her  Jurisdiction  in  Holland,  pretended  to  extead  It 
hither.  Other  offensive  remarks  were  made  containing  a  manifest  falsehood  ind 
slander  against  the  Rev.  Convention  of  Preachers  and  Elders  in  New  York  deititttt 
of  all  foundation  of  truth.  There  was  also  a  special  example  of  his  airogant  tnd 
provoking  resistance  to  the  Consistory  for  which  See  D. 

Mr.  Johannes  Wynkoop  then  arose,  as  Committee  of  the  Church  of  Kingston  to 
furnish  proof  of  the  above  charges.  His  statement  was  to  this  effect:— That  the 
first  three  charges  had  already  been  presented  before  the  Convention  of  nelghbo^ 
ing  Ministers  and  Elders  held  Oct.  10th  1704,  and  established  by  proper  pioot 
He  called,  accordingly,  for  the  minutes  that  were  made  at  that  time.  They  were 
produced  and  read  and  may  be  found  together  with  the  several  papers  connected 
with  them  under  E.  Among  these  there  is  a  remarkable  letter  which  Do.  Keyer 
promised  to  send  to  Do.  Rltsema  in  the  name  of  the  Consistory,  speaking  of  the 
brotherly  concert  between  himself  and  the  Consistory  to  be  subordinate  to  the 
Classls  of  Amsterdam.  There  is  also  a  request  of  the  Consistory  that  he  weald 
send  this  letter  in  accordance  with  his  promise,  to  which  he  returned  a  refoiali 
giving  as  his  reason  for  so  doing — That  he  was  hindered  by  the  oath  of  allegiiBce 
which  he  had  taken.  It  appears  from  the  circumstances,  however,  that  he  took 
it  willingly;  and  the  church  was  therefore  led  to  Imagine  tliat  the  taking  of 
the  oath  was  a  manoeuvre  by  which  to  escape  from  the  subordination.  Do** 
Fryenmoet  and  Cock  also  testified  that  they  had  read  a  similar  request  from 
the  Consistory  to  him,  and  also  his  refusal  and  had  found  them  to  correspond 
with  this  account. — the  originals  Indeed  were  not  then  at  hand  being  under  the 
care  of  Do.  Rltsema;  yet  if  it  were  necessary  they  could  be  produced.  Thcfe  woe 
also  further  proofs  of  the  remaining  charges  to  be  found  in  the  above  mentloBed 
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Mlnntea  (tor  wblcb  Bee  B.)  ta  which  the  ConTCDtloa  referred  ■■  too  proltz  to  be 
q«oUd. 
AH.  IV. 

Between  two  and  three  o'clock  la  the  ifleniaon  the  CoaTentlon  baTins  re.Kii<em- 
bM  tad  hiTlni  been  opened  b;  bd  earaeet  prarer  bj-  the  Bev.  Frcildent, — Mr. 
lehaaaee  Wynkoop  sfala  nrose  and  read  the  writing  above  meatloaed  In  Art.  III. 
■■4  annexed  nnder  D.  serTlBi  aa  proof  of  the  fourth  rbarge — togelher  with  an 
'  letter  from  Doa.  aitaema  and  De  Roude  minlilera  of  the  Nelfaerlunda  Re- 
cborcbea  at  New  York,  proving  the  ponlemiituaus  condnct  of  Do.  Ueyer 
tawud  the  Bev.  ClaaalB  of  Amatefdam,  and  the  ConreaCloD  held  at  New  York  In 
(Mabn  laat — Bee  a  copr  of  tbla  latter  under  F.  wbeoce  It  appears  that  the 
«l0nl  of  Do.  Uerefa  letter  had  alreedr  been  sent  to  the  Rev.  ClaiBls. 

Il  leferenee  to  the  flfth  charge  namely.  "  That  be  baa  not  falDUed  the  terma  of 
tk  Ckll  alnee  be  haa  occaeloaed  dlacord  and  strife  In  bti  Chnicb,"  Mr.  Wynkoop 
oatldeTed  It  anneceaaary  to  addnce  anr  panlcalar  proof,  aloce  the  case  tarnlahed 
Mi  Mrs  teattmony.  It  was  anfflcIeDtljr  clear  that  Do.  Meyer,  by  all  the  above 
nniascd  mlacondoct,  had  failed  to  tultll  that  article  of  hla  Call  (reslatered  In 
tti  «tMt«a  of  the  Conalatory  of  Slngaton)  wbereln  he  pledges  talmBelt  "  to  do  all 
■Utk  It  becomes  «  faithful  minister  of  the  Goapel  to  do."  Foi  bU  mlacondact 
■M  nlcBlated  to  produce  eo  other  results  tban  those  which  has  followed— the 
pltlble  dlvUdon,  Mrlfe,  and  schism  In  this  Cburcb  resnlta  witb  wblch 
Churches  are  acqaalnted,  and  which  bave  become  matter*  of  notoriety 
\t  the  country.  In  proof  of  the  extent  of  the  evil  ibe  Conalatory  of 
reported  that  ont  of  the  sreat  nnmber  of  more  tban  (our  biiodred 
not  more  tban  twentj  came  to  the  communloo  table — sucb  waa  the  con- 
ot  the  diasentlon — And  besides  [hat  dating  the  time  that  Do.  Ueyer 
Wen  settled  here  not  more  tban  two  memtiera  hare  been  added.  Ur.  W;n- 
9  proceeded  to  abow  Ibat,  since  Do.  Meyer  by  this  mlscondact  had  lost  the 
■ct  of  the  coDgregatlon.  and  gained  tbeir  poaltlve  111  will,  the  necessBry  con- 
■ene*  nnat  be  that  hla  preaching  was  withoat  beneflt  to  tbe  greater  part  of 
CklKb;  for  they  either  did  cot  come  to  bear  him  at  all  or  heard  him  wItb 
this  sad  evil  moat  dally  become  greater,  because  according  to  the 

.  of  the  above  named  members  of  his  Church,  he  converts  tbe  pnlpit 

y*^  a  Bar  where  be  advocates  his  own  cause,  and  it  becomes  no  minister  of  tbe 
"^^d  to  preach  himself  but  Christ.  This  latter  point  waa  lUostrBted  by  •ome 
^'^•■llw  hereafter  given  under  O. 

•■  U^ar  bad  been  cited  to  appear  before  tbla  Convention  by  a  friendly  letter 
1  by  tbe  Convention  and  sent  to  blm  In  anfflclent  seaaon  (for  this  letter 
*^^  H.)  bat  be  bad  not  yet  appeared.  About  tour  o'clock  P.  U.  however,  a  letter 
^^ncelTed  by  the  Convention — and  after  that  yet  another. 
~-^J«  BiBt  waa  a  reply  from  Do.  Meyer  to  onr  letter  of  Citation,  In  which  he  said 
'^fcJ  ht  wonld  be  very  willing  to  appear  before  ui  If  he  conld  be  bat  persuaded  In 
^^  Mild  beforehand  that  the  Convention  waa  lawfully  constituted  and  Impartial — 
*        itfwenee  to  wblch  points  he  awaited  an  answer. 

^^ftt  McoDd  was  signed  by  twenty  alz  persona  (aome  of  whom  acciHdIng  to  the 
l^^iaaay  of  tbe  Consistory  do  not  belong  to  thia  Churcb  at  all)  and  contained  a 
^"^^(M  agalnat  tbis  Convention  as  being  partial — and  a  teatlmonlal  In  behalf  of 
^^■-Mtyer'a  doctrine  and  Ble,    Tbe  two  letters  may  be  seen  under  J.  K. 

-^M  Scrtba  by  order  of  the  Convention   addreased  a  friendly  aod  atrectlonote 

ll  to  the  letter  of  Do.   Meyer,  to  this  effect— That  after  so  many  Ineffectual 

a  the  Convention  aaw  no  reason  why  they  iboald  again  endeavor  to  eon- 

1b  npon  tbe  points  wblch  he  mentioned — tbey  rather  hoped  and  alucerely 

A  that  the  Lord  would  convince  blm  by  tbe  persuaalons  of  hit  Spirit. 

j^^*s  CSBTCntlon,  having  taken  care  that  place  and  opportunity  were  offered  to 
^^  "siw  tw  answering  the  charge*  preferred  agalnat  blm,  tonnd  Itaelf  bound 
^^  '*M>lm,s  to  proceed  with  this  matter.  In  order  to  prevent  the  entire  division 
^r  **»  OBreh.  It  therefore  proceeded  to  deliberate  upon  tbe  above  mentioned 
^*'W  ua  aOx  proofs— testifying  that  It  aimed  at  notUns  e\K  Utaii  t,^« 
L  ^'•wda*  at  tbctr  ]>fotber  aod  tbe  welflire  of  bto  Chnrcb. 
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Tht  Rrv.  CoOTebtlon  In  (he  fear  of  tbr  Lord,  lUTlDf  conil4«f«d  all  th*  circa 
■taocM  af  tb«  ok  vlib  all  proBEBhle  care  and  Impartlalltj',  and  eTowlDg  tb 
deep  regret  aod  ■In»re  ptij  for  thplr  brother,   niMaliiioaalr  decided. 

/■  Oentml  Tbat   Do.   ilejti  baa  been   kkI'17  of  opPii  acblim,   nUcb   alD   In  t 
Bnlea  o(  the  Netherlands  Church  la  nnmbered  among  Iboae  for  whlcb  a  preael 
la  pronaoDced   irorthir   ol   cenaare   (kerkenordet  Art.   80)   and   bealdea  of  oft 
peated  contempt   of   Eccleiilaitlcal   advice.    In  connexion   with   theae  tblnga  ci 
aldering. 

/■  Parllrular,  Flrtt.  The  and  conspqiienrpa  wtilcb  are  to  be  feared.  It  Do.  He; 
eODttnnea  In  tbla  courae.  In  reference  both— lo  thla  eoDgregatlon  farmetlr  fionrli 
Ing  and  nnmcmui— and  lo  the  Charier  of  the  Cbnreh  wblcb  eipreaalf  binda  It 
tbe  obaervance  of  the  rnlea  of  Chnrcb  gOTernment  eatabtlabed  at  Dort  In  t 
jeara  iei«  A  lOin,  lo  which  rulea  moreOTer  Do.  Uejer  la  bound  both  by  bla  Q 
and  the  ofl  repealed  frtendir  advice  of  tbe  CouTentlon  of  neighboring  charcbea  ■ 
New  York  and  of  hia  own  Conalalory. 

UoreoTer,  Being  entirely  perauaded  tbat  the  Chnrcb  of  Klngaton  In  autMrdlna 
to  the  Claaala  to  which  It  t>eloDg«,  1.  e.  of  Amaterdam  aa  appean — from  the  Ca 
Of  Ita  romier  Ulnlater  Do.  Minclua  and  from  that  of  Do.  Meyer  hlmaclf—and  alt 
from  a  particular  reaolullon  of  the  Coaalatory  of  tbla  chnrcb  reglatered  In  tl 
Booka  of  the  Church— and  alao  from  the  fact  that  there  neither  la  aaj  Claw 
In  thla  Connlrr  nor  can  be  any  becauae  onr  Rulea  of  Church  goTernment  are 
general  oppoaed  tbcrelo,  and  the  Rer.  Synod  of  North  Holland  and  the  Bev.  ClaM 
of  Amaterdam  hare  paaaed  eipresied  reaolutlons  lo  tbe  conlrary — Obserrlne 

Farther,  That  the  obatlnate  retiiani  of  thla  proper  aubordtnatlon  to  thla  Cliai 
la  Dothlag  elae  than  a  rejecllon  ot  the  Lawa  of  the  Church  ihemnelTCB.  a  dlaaik 
tion  of  all  eilaling  relHtlona  between  hlmaelf  and  the  Neiherlanrta  Kefornzi 
Church,  and  an  attempt  to  Introduce  entire  Independence— and  conaequently  tK 
Do.  Meyer  at  thla  moment  atanda  under  no  Claaalu  whatever.— Coni'ldcrlnE 

Laally,   That— By  the  refuaal   ot   the  alwve   menlloned   aabordtualion   which   1 
Conrentlon   with   the  l^jnod  of   North   Holland  and   the  Claasla  of   Amaterdam 
garda    aa    the    only    meana    under    God    of    preaerving    the    pure    doctrlnea   of    « 
religion,  tbe  peace  of  the  rhurchca  aa  well  aa  Ihe  gracious  charter  of  hla  niajeat  : 
By   the  contempt   ahowecl    by   him   to  the   llev.    Synod   ot   North   Holland   and 
Claaals  of  Amaterdam.— »y  the  oneerlng  and  defying  anawer  aent  by  bim  to  CZ 
Rllaema  and   De  Runde   In   reply   lo  their   frieudly   and   mild    letter  of  advice 
dreaaed  lo  bIm  by  order  of  oar  Eccleslaallcle  Conventloo  In  New  York  under 
Clasala  of  Amaterdam — and  by  bla  fortber  conduct  cbarved  ami  proved  before  "* 
Convention — By  all  tbeae  a  and  achlatn  accompanied  with  dlacord  and  haired    ' 
envy,    cauaing   a    lamentable   Interruption    of   good   order   and    of    the    edlficatloiB 
the  Church   haa  been  occaalooed.   Ihe  reault  of  whlcb  muat  be.  II  tblngi  emtl ' 
In  tbla  alate.   [he  entire  deatractlon   of  thla  Church  formerly   ao  flonrliblng- V 
Ing  Into  conalderallou  alao  Iha(  which  la  charged  agnlnat  bla  offensive  preachla  C 

TtiiM  Conrfnffon  ran  cnnrludr.  from  all  thla  and  what  more  haa  been  presented 
It.  nothing  elae  than  tbat  Uo,  Meyer  baa  peraevered  In  thla  eonrae  of  condacC 
long  aa  lo  have  dcatroyed  hH  unetulnena  to  Ihe  Cbnreh  and  coDaeqrienllr  tbat  bI-' 
tbla  Convention  Is  called  upon  to  act  upon  thla  matter.  Ihe  unavoidable  necoa 
la  Impoaed  apon  It  of  reatorlng  tbla  Churcb  ao  lamvntatily  divided.  And  ■!■ 
all  other  meana  hitherto  applied  have  been  aoavalllng  It  regnrda  Itself  aa  compell 
—tor  tbe  aake  of  the  honor  of  God  who  la  a  God  ot  order  and  not  of  confusion 
for  the  reatoratloD  of  pence,  order  and  eillflcntlon  (o  thla  Churih— and  besides  ti 
tbe  peace  of  the  conarlencca  of  Ita  menilirra  aa  being  Inwfully  nssemliled  In  tU 
behalf — (o  proceed,  hoivever  great  may  he  their  unwllllngneiia  and  reluctance  " 
other  accouDlB,  bowever  sincere  and  deep  may  bO'  their  grief  at  the  atep  h 
tfniurt  him,  aa  It  now.  by  tbla  act,  doea  ceaanre  Do.  Ilermanua  Meyer,  Ulnl'tn 
In  Ihe  Church  ot  Klngaton.  direcling  hlui  lo  nbalain  from  tbe  Holy  Mlnlntry  iirf 
everything  apperlaliilug  to  It  and  from  tbe  pnrtlclimtlon  as  well  aa  the  aflmlnli- 
tratlon  of  the  Holy  Supper— for  the  period  of  all  weeks — during  which  tlmp  be  U 
urged  to  be  present  In  the  Church  whenever  God'a  Word  la  preached— and  'P" 
Its  expiration  It  he  ahould  cnme  to  repentance,  na  thla  Convention  heartily  ifV 
and  prays  he  may.  lo  make  known  bli  repentance  before  tbe  Cbnreh  and  Ihe  repK- 
■eDlatlyes  of  ihe  above  uieBll.>ned  nclEhlHiring  cburehea  and  the  earneal  desire  saJ 
peMllOh  ol  tbla  ConveoUun  V»— that  tbe  (lo4  ot  Peace  will  be  pleased  to  lead  HUB 
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tnlBS  tbat  tine  br  tbe  aplrit  of  wisdom  »ad  hmnllltr  to  tti«  hDmlllitloD  over 
Mi  former  mlscoDdnct  and   nnfclffned  repentance.    A  reanlC   like  tbli  voald   be 
to  tUa  CoDTeolIon  the  oecaalon  at  the  hlpheat  Joy.  lo  deeply  doea  It  now  giler* 
Ikat  It  baa  been  compelled  to  take  tbia  dlaagreeable  and  painful  atep. 

Bat  If  It  b«  otbcTwIae  and  there  be  no  eoitftMioit  of  anch  repeataoce,  be  Rhall 
HBilB  wmdtr  cmuurt  nntll  the  ConTcntlon  aball  write  concemlog  (he  matter  to  tbe 
IhMla  ol  Amaterdtm  and  recelre  tbence  an  answer  upon  the  raTne,  aod  by  (he 
Mtnce  wlUch  It  ahall  cooTey  tbIa  coDTeatlon  ahall  be  governed, 
lad  It  la  farther  rceolTed,  that  thla  Reiolndon  be  made  known  to  the  Cbaroh 
a  the  next  public  dlrlne  •errlcc  and  that  a  copy  of  the  aame  be  lent  to  Do. 
Ilw<r. 

DMt  In  onr  Beclealaallcal  Convention  In  the  Conglstory  Koom  Id  Klngiton  thla 
ttk  day  of  Febmary,  1T6& 

Mum*  ten  Eyck  J.  C.  Fryenmoet,  p.  t.  Pracael. 

tadilfe  lUtalk 

talk  BcrlnKer  Oerh.  Dan.  Cock,  Aaaeaaor. 

•Una  lllllet 

.  Mlddag  la.  Ryadyk,  p.  t.  3cMba. 

Snttecht  Sehenek 
OmmIU  Lnlater 
bue  Adrlaanae. 
lb*  Coarentlon  waa  then  dlaat^ved  with  thankaglring  to  Qod  and  earnest  prayer 
I     ItoDo.  Heyer  and  hla  Cburcb. 
I  Q.  T. 

II.  Syadyk,  p.  t.  Scrlba. 

ThB    COSVENTION     WhICH     TbiED    Rev.     II.     JIlSYKK,     TO     HiM, 

Ansouscin'o  Their  1)ex;isio.x.     Feu.  13,  lTO(i. 
**•.  Blr  Uach-ealeemed  Brnlher  : — 

U  kaa  been  exceedingly  palnfal  to  aa  ihst  we  bave  been  compelled  to  act  tn 
^fcli  anpleaaaut  matter,  and  under  clrcumatancca,  aa  you  will  readily  acknowledge. 
*^  Moat  diSlcnlt  and  dlaagreeable  tftiaalble  to  Ingcnuons  minda  tor  tbe  transaction 
*C  hialneaa  of  thla  cbaracter.  And  now  It  li  n-lib  uo  lesi  pain  tbnt  we  an 
^■■ptlled  to  aend  to  you  (be  accompanying  resolntlon. 

Hid  not  the  dotlea  of  onr  office  nrged  as  to  tbls  step,  we  issure  you  tbat  we 
**Hi  thonld  have  meddled  la  the  alTalra  of  one  whose  many  rlrlues  we  have  nut 
>WM  either  to  remember  or  esteem. 

We  sincerely  and  conscientiously  declare  Co  you  In  the  alghl  of  God  wbose  eyea 
**t  Hpeelally  upon  na,  that  we  could  by  no  means  perauade  ourselves  that  any 
*tt<T  Bceleslaatlcal  Coorentlon  In  this  land  waa  camp>teDt  to  sit  In  JudKinent 
^M  yonr  caae  except  our  own.  Had  It  been  otberwise,  we  assure  you,  we  abonld 
%f  ao  means  have  undertaken  thla  dllflcait  and  unpleaaant  business  which  baa 
**K  Bs  more  labor  and  teara  than  you  can  well  Iniajnue.  \Vp  Honld  baie  b»en 
WMstd  had  yon  been  preaent  with  ua  thla  morning  to  have  wltneased  tbe  truth  at 


May  the  Lord  ftit«l  the  desire  of  our  hearts,  worthy  Brother,  nnd  hear  our 
>nftr  In  your  bebalt.  Tbcn  sball  we  soon  Innte  Ibp  coiiiriin  ttiut  flgwg  from 
ttit  delightful  peace  which  has  been  so  aadly  disturbed  In  this  region,  we  sbali 
■Halet  restored  to  tbla  Church  In  connexion  with  which  we  shall  strive  lo  sua- 
'^'a  yoD  by  all  poaslhle  means,  and  our  benrls  and  bauds  shall  unite  lugether 
*■  Id  thoee  of  tbe  holy  aona  of  Zadok  (Oh  that  Ihe  God  of  peace  would  graciously 
(■aat  It)  In  upbuilding  the  fallen  walla  of  Jeruaaiem, 

Utaawhile  aaanrlng  you  tbat  our  teara  flow  in  tender  sympathy,  esteem  and 
"Wwriy  affection  for  you,  we  subscribe  ourselves. 

RCT.  81r  and  mncb-respected  Brother,  Your  obedient  scrrants 

0»  MmU  of  all] 

Is.  Ryadyk,  Syn  p.  t.  Scrlba. 
<>*PlaB,  Feb.  U;  ITOa. 
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Rev.  H.  Mbyeb  to  the  Convention  Which  Teied  Him. 

13,  1766. 

Sin:^ 

The  ftflUtlon  of  mind  occtsloned  by  the  heATen-proToklng  tctlon  of  yov 
In  reference  to  me  (which  the  Lord  Ood  shall  reward  In  his  good  time)  hu  hi 
me  hitherto  from  answering  In  accordance  with  joor  request  In  your  la 
letters  which  were  sent  to  me  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  William  Eltlnge,  and  wh 
filled  with  various  untruths  and  false  accusations  as  shall  be  made  manl: 
ihe  proper  time. 

I  now  deliver  to  you  my  solemn  protest  against  your  trial  of  myself, 
thorlied  as  It  Is  by  the  Laws  of  our  Church,  and  also  my  solemn  protest  i 
your  unconatltutlonal,  unlawful  and  unheard  of  sentence  and  censure  whld 
been  made  known  to  me.  I  desire  that  you  will  at  once  recall  them  and  pro 
them  void ;  and  I  ask  that  no  hindrance  may  be  placed  In  my  way  In  the  dii 
of  that  ofDce  In  which  Jehovah  has  placed  me  neither  by  yourselves,  nor 
Consistory  or  congregation  by  your  means.  It  Is  my  request,  moreover,  th 
woBld  communicate  to  me  not  a  partial  and  Imperfect  extract  from  the  b 
of  your  Convention,  but  an  entire  and  complete  copy;  In  order  that  I  mi 
who  are  my  accusers  and  what  are  the  definite  charges  brought  against  i 
reference  to  their  points,  the  letter  which  you  sent  to  me  contains  scar 
word.  In  conclusion  praying  that  the  omnipresent  Judge  of  all  would  jud 
tween  you  and  me,  I  subscribe  myself. 

Rev.   Sirs,   Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M< 
(Kingston,  Feb.  IS,  ITfifi.) 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  March  14Ui,  : 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  Qod*s  name. 

1.  The  bonds  In  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  were  examined,  to  see  tf 
were  any  which  might  be  judged  doubtful.  The  following  were  counted  1 
class;  Joseph  King  and  Jacob  Ford — 1  bond;  Pr.  VermiUe  and  Joshua  Bl 
2  bonds;  John  Low  and  Dan.  de  Voor— 1  bond;  Theophllus  Hunt,  Aaron 
and  Theophllus  Leggett— 2  bonds;  Cornelius  Cousyn  and  Wm.  Swansln— 1 
Jno.  Valentine— 1  bond;  Robt.  Boyd,  Jr.,  Oeo.  Harris  and  Robert  Boyd, 
bond:  Mathew  Allen — 2  bonds.  For  all  these,  payment  should  be  deman* 
better  security  given. 

2.  Mr.  Bancker  shall  have  authority  to  sue,  with  consent  of  two  Elders, 
he  thinks  it  necessary. 

3.  The  matter  of  Jan  Montanye,  as  to  the  resolution  of  consistory  cone 
the  lists,  was  taken  up  again,  to  see  If  it  would  not  be  best  to  overlook  It 
The  Elders,  Ten  Eyck,  Livingston,  and  Clopper,  with  the  help  of  Theodoi 
Wyck,  was  appointed  thereto. 

Signed  etc., 

A.  LaidUe,  p.  t.  Presic 

Petition  of  the  Presbyterians  of  New  York,   (Wali 
Church)  for  a  Charter.     March  18,  1766. 

To  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty  In  Council. 

The  Petition  of  John  Rodgers  and  Joseph  Treat,  the  present  Ministers  • 
Presbyterian  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York  according  tbslhe  Westmlniste 
fession  of  Faith,  Catechisms  and  Directory;  aggreeable  to  u^EtStabUshed  C 
of  Scotland,  William  Smith,  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  John  Smith,  < 
Noel,  Thomas  Jackson,  and  Nathaniel  McKlnley,  the  present  ^ders  of  th* 
Cbnrcb,  John  Stephens  and  Peter  B.y\LeT,  \\ie  vt^Miol  \>eiiCAika  of  tb«  said  CI 
mnd  Thomas  Smith,  Whitehead  K\c\l«,  ^WWVVam  %Ta\\:^  ^t,^  ^^tos^  \MfiMx«  i 
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Bitlct,  JobD  DddIbp,  Petn  It.  LlvlDgslan  and  John  Morln  Scott  the  present  Tnu- 
Ittt  of  (he  Mild  Chnrcb  for  auUtlng  tbf  MInliiCerH,   Eldora  and  Deacon*  In  tiM 
tnnpanl  aSBlra  of  tbe  same  Cborch,  Most  Bumbl;  Shen-etb. 

That  anndrr  Froteitants  of  their  perawaaloii  wbo  came  over  Into  this  Prorlne* 
trom  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  together  nllh  olbera  iDbatillniita  or  tbe  said  Cltr 
■f  Mt«  Tork,  taanf  yean  ago  entered  Into  tb>  Design  of  seCtlUic  a  Choreb  *aa 
OoBpegatloD  In  che  said  Cltj'  of  New  Sork,  for  tUe  publick  Wonblp  or  (lod  ac- 
(OfdloK  to  tbe  DaaEe  o(  tbe  Iteformed  Protestant  Presbyterian  Cbarcbes:  and  tbat, 
to  tbit  pnmose.  John  NIcoll.  Patrick  McEnlgbt,  OUbert  UrlnKBton,  TbonUB 
Bnllb  and  dliera  other  well  dtspoeed  PersonH,  with  Ibe  Aeeimance  of  the  Charl- 
tilile  Contrlbnttons,  obtBlocd  from  the  InbBbltnnis  of  the  enlil  CItr.  the  Cotonjr 
st  CoiuiectlcDt.  and  the  Church  of  Scotlaad.  purcbaaed  tbe  around  hereinafter 
■eitloned,  and  on  part  thereof  ere<?ted  en  ediflcc  or  Cbuirh  for  tie  Publick  Worship 

rt  Ood. 
Thai  tbe  Fee  Simple  of  the  said  Oronnd  being  by  Bundr;r  Mesne  Conveyances 
TMrd  In  James  Anderson,  tbe  Hrst  Minister  of  tbe  aiild  Chnrcb,  the  ssld  Jobs 
MEall,  and  In  Joseph  Llddle  sad  Thomas  lagllss,  the  anme  on  or  aboot  tbe  ill' 
ttntb  da;  of  Uaf  In  tbe  Year  of  oor  Lord  one  tboasand  teveii  bDOdred  and  tbirtr, 
*M  hj  Indenture  nnder  their  Haada  and  Seala  conre]red  la  due  torn)  ot  Law,  to 
thi  Moderator  of  the  General  Asaembli'  of  tbe  Cbnrcb  of  Scotland  and  tbe  Com- 
BMon  thereof,  tbe  Moderator  ol  tbe  Preabrterr  of  Bdlnburgti,  tb«  Protetsor  «t 
Dlrlnlty  tberein,  tbe  Procamlor  and  Agent  for  tbe  Chnrcb  ot  Scotland  for  tba 
Hoe  bdng,  and  their  SQCceasoTS  In  oSlce,  as  B  Committee  of  tbe  Qenera!  Aaaem- 
Mj  of  tbe  aftld   Chnrch  of  Sootlnod. 

TliDl  by  aa  Inaimment  dated  tbe  Qftee'ntb  day  of  Angiift  Id  tbe  year  Of  onr 
Urd  ase  thonaand  seven  hundred  and  thirty  two.  under  tbe  Seal  Ot  the  Qenenl 
iMemblr  ■>'  tbe  Chnrcb  ot  Scotland,  and  signed  by  Kiel  Campbell.  Principal  of 
0>*  tnlTpralty  ot  Qlaseow  and  Moderator  of  the  Qeneral  AsBonibly  ot  tbe  Cbnrcb 
If  Bnitland  and  Commission  thereof:  Jnmes  Nesblt.  one  of  tbe  UlDlaters  of  tbo 
Owpel  at  Edlnbargh,  Moderator  of  tbe  Presbytery  st  Edinburgh,  William  Hamll- 
tm  Principal  of  tbe  University  of  Edinburgh.  James  Smith  Prafeasor  of  DlvlnltJ 
Omla,  and  William  Grant  Advocate  Procurator  for  the  Church  of  Scotland  tor 
Iks  time  being.  Ihey  then  did,  puriiiUaDt  to  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  ot 
■kt  Chori:h  of  Scotland,  dated  the  81h  day  of  May  la  the  Venr  of  our  Lord  ODO 
tknuand  seven  bundred  and  thirty  one.  empowering  and  appointing  them  to 
Pint  those  Presents,  declnre  that,  not  withstanding  tbe  atorcxild  Right  made  to 
Uea  and  their  Successors  In  otDce.  tbey  nere  dealroas.  tbiit  Vte  aforesaid  Balld- 
lii(  and  Edifice  and  Appartcnances  thereof  be  presprred  for  tlie  plana  and  rellfl- 
"t  Purposes  for  which  Ibe  same  were  designed;  and  that  It  should  be  free  snd 
'■Wd]  to  the  Presbyterian*  tbeo  realdiag  or  Ibot  ihouM  al  aar  time  thereafter 
^  resident  In  or  near  the  aforesaid  City  of  New  Tork  In  America,  or  others  loln- 
i**  with  them  to  convene  tn  tbe  aforesaid  Church  for  the  Worship  of  God  Id  all 
'be  parta  thereof,  and  tor  tbe  Dispensation  ot  alt  Qoepel  Ordinances,  and  gen- 
"Klly  to  nae  and  occnpy  tbe  said  Church  and  Its  Apporteninces  fully  and  freely 
'»  Stl  times  coming,  they  supporting  snd  maintaining  the  EdlSce  and  Appur- 
''Uucea  at  their  own  Charge. 

^Tbat  the  said  Chnrcb  and  Congregation  greatly  Increasing  under  the  Pastoral 
^nrge  of  Mr.  Ebeneier  Pemberton  the  second  Minister  thereof,  the  Fetllloner* 
•««  others,  with  tbe  help  ot  further  charitable  Contrlbutlona.  were  obliged  tor 
"*«  greater  Convenience  of  the  Members  of  Ibe  aald  Congregation  to  enlarge 
J^«  old  Chnrch,  and  did  accordingly  In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thooaand  savaa 
''Undred  and  forty  eight  erect  and  compleat  their  prcEenl  Church,  being  an  GMiaee 
**OI1t  ot  Stone  In  length  eighty  Feet,  and  about  alily  Feet  In  breadth.  That  the 
^><]Qitd  whereon  the  asld  Chnrch  la  built  la  situated  In  the  North  ward  of  the 
*^ld  City  of  New  Tork,  In  tbe  North-easterly  side  ot  Wall  Street,  and  Is  la 
breadth  fronting  the  said  street,  and  also  In  Ibe  rear  eighty  eight  Feet,  and  In 
^^Dtlh  on  each  side  aboat  one  bnndred  and  Twenty  Feet,  atl  Bngtiab  measure. 

That  the  said  Congregation  la  since  become  atlll  more  numeroua,  and  that  they 
^  very  dealroua  to  s«cnr«  tbeir  Church  and  tbe  Cemetery  tharauoto  aojouiuis 
*W  acquire  a  further  Estate  for  the  better  support  ot  the  Gospel,  and  to  enlarge 
^tlr  Cametery  for  the  more  decent  Interment  of  their  Dead,  and  to  enjoj  svkl^ 
*h»  Poweta  and  Prlvllegea  aa  may  be  necessary  for  the  better  jOiVTAeiifcTW;*  ot 
tta  Wanhlp  ot  AJmlgbtr  Ooa  tmong  them,  aci;ordlDg  to  tbe  VeBtm\iAs\.eT  Coatee- 
•fess^  A/tit  Cateeblung,  snd  Directory. 
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That  your  Majesty's  Subjects  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  Dutch  and  En^llth, 
of  the  Presbyterian  Perswaslon,  are  a  great  Majority  of  the  whole  number  of  Iti 
Inhabitants,  and  boast  the  most  undissembled  Loyalty  and  attachment  to  your 
Majesty's  Person  Family  and  Government,  and  most  sincerely  and  ardently  pray 
for  the  Succession  of  the  Crown  In  your  Royal  House. 

That  there  is  no  general  Establishment  of  Rates  for  the  Building  and  rejMUrlng 
of  Churches,  and  the  support  of  the  Minister  of  the  Gospel  In  this  Colony;  and  the 
whole  charge  of  supporting  the  Worship  of  God  is  therefore  defrayed  by  and  de- 
pends upon  voluntary  Contributions :  and  tho*  a  Freedom  from  compulsory  Laws 
among  Protestants  of  such   various  Denominations  will  render  any  attempts  to 
force  a  Uniformity  detrimental  to  the  Public  Peace,  and  obstruct  the  settlement 
and  Growth  of  the  Country:  yet  since  every  Congregation  stands  in  need  of  tome 
Estate  for  pious  Uses,  and  the  suspicions  confidence  In  private  Trustees  inevitablr 
expose  tSein  to  numberless  Inconveniencles  and  Discouragements  the  Govemon  of 
this  and  the  neighbouring  Province  of  New  Jersey  have  wisely  thought  fit  to  grant 
Charters  of  Incorporations  to  sundry  Churches  both  of  the  £}pIscopal  and  Pietby- 
terian  Denominations,  incorporating  them  and  enabling  them  to  receive  BenetMC- 
tions,   maintain  a  Succession,   and  make  Bye-Laws  for  the  Government  of  t&elr 
Members;  and  by  this  Means  a  sufficient  Encouragement  of  religious  Worship  bu 
been  given  without  the  legislative  aid. 

Humbly  presuming,  that  the  Church  to  which  Your  Majesty's  Petitioners  belong, 
would  have  the  same  Countenance,  a  Petition  was  sometime  ago  preferred  for  i 
Charter,  to  Mr.  De  Lancey,  lately  Lieutenant  Governor  of  this  Province;  but  u 
the  Lutheran  Congregation  of  this  City,  have  been  dissapointed  in  a  like  applies- 
tlon,  and  your  Petitioners  are  advised  that,  for  want  of  an  express  Power  in  tbe 
Governor's  Commission,  there  may  be  some  doubt,  whether  a  Charter  of  Incor 
poratlon  granted  here  will  be  valid  unless  Your  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleated 
to  give  an  Instruction  for  that  Purpose;  and  as  the  old  English  Statutes  of  ool- 
formlty  do  not  extend  to  America;  and  tbe  growth  and  prosperity  of  yonr  io- 
portant  Dominions  abroad,  depend  not  only  upon  their  enjoyment  of  the  lAhtntj 
of  Conscience,  but  the  equal  Eye  of  the  Sovereign  upon  faithfull  and  lojtl 
Protestants  of  every  Denomination,  and  especially  those  of  the  two  CommnDloos 
established  in  Great  Britain. 

Your   Majesty's   Petitioners   most   humbly   pray,    that    Your   Majesty   would  be 

graciously   pleased   to   issue   Your  Royal   Command   under  the  Privy  Signet  ^ 

Sign  Manual  to  the  Governor  or  Commander  In  Chief  of  the  said  Province  and  blf 

Council   for   the   time  being  and  all   other  officers   therein   concerned  under  tbcD, 

immediately  after  the  receipt  thereof,  to  grant  and  confirm  the  Premisses  to  700^ 

Petitioners  and  to  create  them  a  Body  Politick  and  Corporate  in  Deed  and  1b 

name,  by  the  Name  and  Stile  of  '*  The  Ministers,  Elders,  Deacons  and  Tnuted 

of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York  according  to  the  WestmlMter 

Confession  of  Faith,   Catechisms  and   Directory,   agreeable  to  the  present  eitab- 

llshed  Church  of  Scotland;"  and  that  they  and  their  Successors  may  be  tberebf 

enabled  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  said  Province  to  hold  and  enjoy  the  PremUM 

and   to  acquire   and   hold   a   further   Estate,   and   enjoy   such   other   Powers  tod 

Privileges  as   may   be  necessary   for  the  pious  Uses  aforesaid,   expressed  In  tbe 

form  of  a  Charter;  which,  that  your  Majesty  may  be  more  fully  apprised  of  ^ 

whole  aim   of  your   Petitioners,   is   hereunto  annexed,   or  that   Your  Majerty  1" 

whose  Grace  and  Clemency,   Your  People  have  the  fullest  Confidence,  wonld  be 

pleased  to  grant  them  such  other  aid.   Protection  and  Countenance,  as  to  Totf 

Royal  Wisdom  shall  seem  meet. 

And  Your  Majesty's  Petitioners,  as  In  Duty  bound,  will  ever  pray;  etc. 

John  Rogers  Peter  Rlcker 

Jos.  Treat  Thos.  Smith 

Wm.  Smith  Whitehead  Hicks 

P.  V.  B.  Livingston  Wm.  Smith,  Jr. 

Jno.  Smith  John  Lasher,  Jr. 

Garret  Noel  Joseph  Hallett 

Thos.  Jackson  John  Dunlap 

Nathl.  McKlnly  Peter  R.   Livingston 

John  Stephens  Jno.  Morin  Scott. 

New  York, 

18th   March.  1766.  -Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  VoL  IB.  pp.  «W^ 

(See  July  29,   1766.  Feb.  7,  17^1,  ^\x».  ^,  Vl«l.^ 
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Acts  op  the  Clabsis  of  Ambtesdam. 
Lettbes. 
66,  April  7th.     Art  9.     The  Kev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  re- 
that  they  had  received  several  letters  from  New  York. 
iG  from  Rev.  Leadley,  (Laidlie.) 

le  from  the  members  of  the  Consistory,  dated  September  28, 
,  to  which  they  had  prepared  an  answer.  This  was  read  to  the 
mbly  and  approved  for  sending, 

Qennan  letter  was  received  from  New  York,  dated  February 
766.  This  v,-as  placed  in  the  hands  of  Itev.  Kessler,  with  the 
st  that  at  the  ne:xt  Classis  he  would  please  to  give  an  account 
.     xiv.  61. 

ClASSIS  of  AsiSTEaiDAM  TO  THE  CoNFEEESTIB  [oK  THB 
iSEMBLY    SUBOKDINATE    TO    THB    ClASSIs]  ,    ApRIL    7,     1766. 

JL.  31,  Page  251.     No.  160. 

tbe  Rev.  Qentlemca,  Bubordlnme  to  tba  Classls  of  Amsterdam: 
Slra  and  Brelhren:— 

n  »n«wer  to  jour  letter,  written  bj  Hey.  Riliema,  dated  Sept.  lOtb,  [ITOG], 
uwer:  We  bope  that  oor  letter  to  the  so-called  CoetuB.  [Jnne  3,  1765]  ot 
Toa  recelTed  a  co|iy,  will  enable  tbem  to  see  tbe  IncoDslstencr  ot  the  opInloDB 
Dodnet  of  tboae  who  separate  themselTei  from  tbe  CIibsIb:  and  also  the 
Ilbilll7  of  tbeli  BccompliHblntc  tbeir  purposeB.  In  order  that  peace,  vblcb 
reo  loat  In  jour  countiy,  ma;  be  re-eBtabllBbed.  It  Ib  our  hope  that  tbe  Qod 
ire  mar  prepare  fou  all  lor  11.  We  are  plenaed  to  hesr  of  tbe  arrlTBl  of  Rev. 
k.  Unj  God  render  hla  work  acceptable  to  bla  BalntB.  and  maf  tbe  labara 
■  man  of  peace,  for  Huph  wo  take  blm  to  be,  promote  that  preclona  booD. 
Hag  to  onr  ablUt;  we  ahall  send  over  candidates.  In  order  to  take  ava;  the 
lona  of  tbe  Coetus:  [tbat  (be  cost  ot  Boadlng  over  lulnlBten  with  famllieB  itBb 
T  great;  Bee  Sept,  ID.  176S.1  We  are  glad  that  tbe  eongreeatlabE  ar«  bo  far 
ed,  tbat  }>on  tblnk  It  tin n eves sarr  to  send  OTpr  more  mlnlalcn,  at  present: 
iMtl.  unll]  further  requtMited.      NpTerthelcsa,  7011  are  eipectlng  Rev,  AemllluB. 


I  Inform  ub  that  the  eo-called  Pregbyterians  arc  looblnK  Out  for  a  Protestor 
'beolDgyJ  for  tbeIr  AcBdemy,  [at  Prlnaetoa).  N,  J.;  and  that  tbe  Coetul 
■en  alreadj  have  their  eye  on  one.  and  (together,  thej]  hope  to  call  a  Pro- 

(or  tberoBeives.  This  rumor  had  not  before  reached  na;  bat  we  will  cooslder 
liter  when  the  request  comes. 

A  letter  has  also  been  recelTcd.  signed  by  Beva.  BttEcma  and  De  Ronde. 
Oct.  ZSth  [1TS9.1  In  this  we  are  Informed  ot  a  meeting  of  the  Conslslorr 
w  York,  on  Oct.  Tlh  l76o.  at  which  the  President  was  asked  to  appoint  three 

with  tbe  mlDlstera,  to  attend  the  meeting  [of  the  Cooferentle]  of  Oct.  8th 
I,  In  order  to  read  Ibe  letters  from  the  Rer.  Classls.  Bnt  th«  Conft^a^tiTi 
^  tbat  It  watild  act  Independently  both  of  tbe  CODterelkUe  ftnA  tto  CoeMa. 
btntorc,  00  elden  will  be  appoloted.     They  wontd,  tkovevcr,  confliict  ttuan- 
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■elve*  accordlug  to  the  letter  written  to  CIqmIs  In  1754  [Oct.  17.]  Rev.  Laldlie 
also  agreed  to  this;  which  was,  that  they  [the  consistory]  hold  themselves  subordl* 
nate  directly  to  the  ClassU  of  Amsterdam.  Whereupon  yon  read  the  answer  of 
our  Classla  [July  21,  175.'>],  to  that  letter  [of  1754].  but  your  determination 
remained  fixed,  to  continue  Independent. 

We  may  remark  to  you.  In  passing,  that  we  are  sorry  that  yon  have  to  stngste 
■o  hard  against  those,  [Laldlie.  the  elders,  etc.].  who  so  far  as  their  declaratlooi 
go,  seem  to  t>e  In  entire  agreement  with  you,  and  to  be  willing  to  conduct  thea- 
selTCS  in  subordination  to  the  Hev.  ClassU.  Nevertheless,  at  the  same  time,  tfaej 
do  not  seem  to  be  willing  to  co-operate  toward  sealing  the  bonds  of  peace,  nor 
toward  preser^-lng  Inviolate  In  your  land  the  Constitution  of  the  Church.  Ai 
regards  the  principal  matter,  we  will  reply  thereto,  directly  to  the  [Elden  and 
Deacons  of  the]  church  who  have  said  the  same  things  as  yourselves  in  a  letter  to 
ns.  As  to  the  rest,  we  thank  you  for  the  information  we  have  received  on  certain 
matters,  which  the  Consistory  had  written  to  us  against  you  [the  Conf^rentii]* 
We  will  avail  ourselves  of  your  statement  a1>out  this  matter,  in  our  reply  to  tbt 
Consistory,  with  the  hope  that  by  our  wonis  of  gentleness,  we  may  turn  tildt 
their  opposition. 

Meanwhile,   they  make  complaint  that,  except  once,  the  elders  have  not  ben 
asked  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Conferentle  since  1754.     You  report  In  reference 
to  this  matter,  that  there  was  nothing  to  do  [in  the  Conferentle]  but  to  write  a 
letter  to  the  Clasnls  and  make  a  report  on  the  churches;  that  in  reference  to  lU      j 
Important  matters  they  were  consulted.     Nevertheless,  since  the  year  1754.  tbert      ] 
must  have  occurred  circumstances  more  than  once  [in  which  they  should  have beci      j 
consulted];  and  It  Is  certainly  true,  that  in  a  good  church  government,  elden  ait      ^ 
also  rulers,  and  It  Is  therefore,  only  just  that  they  should  be  asked  to  partlclptte.      - 
[In  your  deliberations].     The  Classls  nnderstands,  that  If  It  is  not  essential  toctll 
them  In  for  everything;  yet  the  letters  to  the  Classls,  and  the  report  of  the  Gtasrehf 
do  not  t>elong  to  the  ministry  alone,  but  to  the  entire  Consistory.     May  God  gitft 
you  mutual  forbearance,  and  to  be  sealous  always  to  do  that  which  Is  right. 

In  reference  to  your  postscript:  The  Classls  thinks  it  would  be  rather  hard  to 
erase  the  names,  from  the  Ministerial  Register,  of  all  those  who  belong  to  tbe 
so-called  Coetus  party.  This  would  rather  tend  to  drive  them  further  away  thM 
to  improve  them.  [There  Is  a  paranomnsla  here  In  the  Dutch:  rfritrntt  r«.  ff^' 
betrren.  This  might  be  freely  reproduced— tend  to  embitter  them,  rather  than  to 
better  them.]  Our  aim,  as  Christians,  should  always  l>e,  although  this  may  ^^ 
always  seem  to  us  to  be  the  best  way,  to  win  our  brethren:  especially,  since  It  *• 
always  possible,  that  through  our  letters,  the  eyes  of  nomo  of  them  may  be  opened 
so  that  they  will  return  to  us.  Rut  they  might  all  the  more  hold  themsel^** 
aloof,  if  they  understood  that  their  names  had  already  been  stricken  off  the  roll* 

In  another  letter  of  Nov.  22nd,   1705,  you  n»fer  to  the  Minutes  of  the  [CC* 
fercntle]   Assembly  held  Oct.  8   I-IO],   1765.     We  thank  you  for  the  informa*^ 
given.     We  have  examined  the  list  of  those  who  were  present  in  that  "AsseJoW 
of  the  Brethren  who  are  subordinate  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam.**     It  "also  see**^ 
clear  to  ns  therefrom,   that   the   same   parties   were   generally   accustomed  to    °* 
present  at  those  Assemblies. 

We  remark,  first:    That  we  are  sorry  that  the  number  of  the  churches,  who  *^® 
themselves  to  their  first  obligations  to  the  Classls.  is  so  small;  and  that,  too.  anr*^^!* 
churches  which  have  caused  the  Classes   the  most  trouble.     But  we  underst^*-'  * 
Brethren,  that  this  is  grevious  to  you  ns  well  as  to  us.— And  In  the  second  pX^ 
That  the  numbers  in  your  Assembly  would  be  greater  if  the  wishes  of  the  con  ^0^ 
gatlons  were  fulfilled  by  their  ministers,  who  are  disaffected.     This  appears  f  "^^ 
the  very  constitution  of  the  Assembly,  in  which  several  elders  appear  without  t  ^^\ 
ministers.     The  same  fact  also  appears  from  the  action  taken  at  this  Assembl.^^ 
regard  to  these  same  mlnlbters.  whose  replies  you  were  kind  enough  to  send 
While  the  Rev.  Classls  rejoices  at  your  aeal  in  endeavoring  to  retain  those  churc  -^*? 
and  commends  the  prudent  action  taken  by  you.  in  reference  to  Rev.  Verbr^^ 
pastor  at  Tappan,  and  Rev.  Meyer,  pastor  at  Kingston;  yet  the  Classla  is  gri^"  ^^ 
at  the  contents  of  their  letters  written  to  you;  for  they  surely  break  all  bond^^_r 
subordination,  and  overturn  all  well-established  order.     As  to  the  rest,  tke  Cla.^*' 
tbinka  that  yon  will  do  well  to  assist  these  distressed  churches,  and  to  lend  the^^^ 
hand  quo  via  meUoH  modo.  pTov\(\ei\  a\way«  WiviX  \.\i«  %«ckW«  v^Vdt  of  oar  Grett  LA^'^ 
and  Maater  shines  tbrough  a\\  yovit  conAvkot. 
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at,  br  the  wtj:  altbangh  B«t.  Uer^r  dectarea  tbat  he  wai  not  called  tbronth 
but  waa  lent  [ta  Klngatoii]  directly  from  OronlDgeDi  Devertbelna  he  went  nnto 
U  wboae  cbDichea  belooEvd  Doder  the  ecclealaatlcal  soTemment  of  the  Nctber* 
li:  and  to  a  coDfregatloa  which  beloDged  to  the  Clasali  ol  AmiCerdam.  As  a 
Ur  ot  coDTae,  therefore.  If  he  eatera  Into  ancb  relation!,  he  becomea  tubject  to 
raling  power.  The  Rev.  Clawlt.  boweTec.  deslrea  to  make  Inqalrr,  whether, 
Ua  call,  an;  mentJoD  waa  made  of  this  matterl  Alio,  do  je-a  koow,  wbetber, 
lb*  arrlTal  ot  tbeae  [other]  KeDtlemen  [Cock  and  Kern]  In  their  respectlTo 
nit»,  tbeir  ecclealaatlcal  relatlona  [tbereb;  tonned]  weni  bconKbt  to  thelT 
ntlon,  and  whether  ther  expressed  theniielTee  thereon?  If  (hew  tblnga  did 
dke  place,  the  Oaaala  can  only  pllr  those  churcbea  which  were  thns  deceived: 
har  can  we  see  naj  remedr  for  their  tronblea.  Bat  It  Id  an^  of  these  chnn-bes 
Batter  was  attended  to.  then  those  men  mar  he  compelled  to  fnltlU  their  obll- 
iMis:  or.  If  ther  refnse,  other  means  shnnld  be  employed  with  Ibem,  not  of 
ird  (or  tboee  cbaichea. 

he  Clasals  obserres  from  ronr  condnct  that  jou  do  not  conrt  persecntlon.  but 
'  wish  to  tM  prepared  to  realat  the  violence  of  otbeni.  Far  all  these  erila  hara 
1  brenght  abont  b;  the  mwIdk  of  evil  seed  bf  the  brethren  of  the  Coetna;  as  !■ 
(ue  with  all  SeparatlatB.  [Bat  aee  nnder  Oct  1,  lTS4j  Ang.  11.  1T6S.]  And 
oath  the  Clasala  Is  convinced  of  this,  nevertheleu,  Wortbf  Brethren,  we  take 
Ubrrtr  to  aabmlt  to  roar  conalderatlon,  whether  It  la  not  better  to  keep  dlacre- 
I  tier  In  view;  eepeclallr  when  we  perceive  that  by  certain  measurea  we  oDeod 
w  of  the  brethren.     Is  It  not  better  to  let  some  things  go,  than  to  do  tbem, 

■  dlh  a  good  conscience.  If  It  t»e  thoagbt  that  ther  will  give  olleace?  Do  not 
kejonr  demanda  too  severe.  Brethren.  For  the  sake  of  him  that  la  weak,  we 
«  lomellmei  rleld  a  tittle.  I  will  eat  no  meat  while  the  world  standeth  leat 
i«ke  mr  brother  to  olfend. 

lit  to  eome  to  the  point  In  relation  to  tills  remark.  It  Is  a  true  mark  nf  a 
irtBl  minister  of  the  Gospel,  to  be  Instant  In  season  and  out  of  aeaaon;  to  sow 
Ut  all  waters,  Bot  It  does  not  follow  from  this  that  he  Is  obliged  to  go  and 
*eb  the  (loapel.  either  Id  privBle  hooses  or  churches,  where  be  does  not  propeHr 
"V:  neither  should  be  do  this  In  a  louBiiBKa  with  which  he  Is  not  fnmlUar:  nor 
I  hBgnaRe.  for  aervlce  In  which  another  hud  been  speclallr  called,  and  who  does 
*ri.  publlelr.  In  that  langiiBKe,  the  Word  ot  Ood.  [Reterrlns  to  De  Roude  and 
lilt.] 

*n  offences  mar  the  mnrp  easllr  be  removed  when  It  Is  once  admitted  that  the 
nmd  Dt  the  offenre  Is  a  mailer  ot  little  Importance.  The  pnrtlcniar  dntles  of 
*.  (or  the  edification  of  the  cbnrch,  most  he  no  performed,  that  each  fnlfllls  Jnst 

>  Ualttratlon  to  which  he  was  called:  while  other  dntles  must  be  left  to  thoM 

■  "ne  called  to  perform  tbem.  Otberwlse.  one  rons  tbe  risk  ot  becoming  a 
91iodr  m  other  men's  matter*.  [1  Pet.  4:15.]  And  who  knows.  Brethren,  bat 
itlUi  Is  one  ot  those  [smnll]  things  which  the  Tonslstorr  [the  Elders]  ot  New 
'^  «ti)ect  to,  and  consider  hard,  and  that,  therefore,  ther  refuse  to  appear  la 

>  Cmferentle  Assembly:  for.  Id  other  reiipects,  ther  sar  they  are  submissive  to 

>  CliHls.  Now  rour  good  sense.  Joined  with  a  reisonable  leal, — (would  that 
'  Clinls  could  sacceed  In  coarlnclng  Itself  that  your  coBdnct  waa  alwara  Ktidly 
•^-l^oar  good  senie)  will  prompt  j-ou  rendlly  to  bid  adieu  to  nil  BUOh  Unea  ot 
^  when  yon  perceive  thereby  that  lll-feellngs  may  be  allnyed,  dliicnrde  leeiened, 
iKrtups  the  wills  ot  those  In  opposition,  he  brought  Into  agreement.— We  mnat 
^  tktt  we  were  pleaaed  with  the  good  order  observed,  and  tbe  excellent  dlree- 

■  t  business  In  that  Assembly:  (Oct.  S-10,  178.'^].  Tbe  remark  nt  the  close  of 
*'Kti)Dtes.  was  very  agreeable  to  the  ClaoniB.  vis.,  that  .ron  were  delemilned  to 
l>*  It  tha  stepa  of  th«  Claaala  and  leave  the  Coetaa  brethem  to  themselves ;  t» 
"t  by  thoae  congregatlona  which  desire  our  coaneel  and  aid  br  woni  nnd  deed. 
^kUevf  that  this  Is  the  best  war  to  fmstrate  that  notion  that  yon  are  acting 


**lcam  with  aorrow  that  among  th 

^nn  right!  ot  possession  In  some  of  the  Dutch  chnrchea  are  either  altogether 
^*l<4.  or  are  dlmlnlahed  and  restricted:  hat  that  these  rights  were  created 
**  ^  a  Charter  given  by  King  William  III,  Tou  eipreea  the  opintoa  \te\.  \^ 
y,*t  wall  fw  yoa  to  petltton  tbe  King  [Oeorge  III]  In  the  hope  \Vat  Vhwa 
^•fcf  nitbt  b»  tet  rlgbi;  tor  [jov  mj}  your  church  li  MSSLTdea  \n  &n«\»:D« 
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as  a  National  Church,  entitled  to  hold  property,  and  that  a  ilmllar  Chartir  ky 
been  granted  to  no  other  church. 

In  response,  we  say,  that  It  seems  to  Classis  only  reasonable,  that  if  a  Chmch  li 
to  continue  In  existence.  It  must  be  able  to  retain  its  property,  yet  we  doibC 
whether  the  plan  you  propose  would  be  the  best.  For,  Brethren,  according  to  job 
plan,  would  not  the  business  be  ylewed  from  a  political  standpoint.  For,  notwltk- 
standing  we  have  plainly  shown  In  our  former  letter,  that  the  pretence  of  the  Mtl 
[to  the  English  sovereign]  was  of  little  importance,  according  to  the  opinion  oftkt 
Classis;  yet  the  same  finds  protectio  with  lawyers,  (for  we  have  received  legil  opii- 
ions  from  two  parties,  [Wm.  Smith  and  Wm.  Livingston]  on  this  subject.)  uA 
which  protectio  would  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the  Coetus  brethren.  And,  bow- 
ever  properly  your  plan  might  be  brought  forward  at  the  right  time,  althoo^  tm 
might  have  your  characters  defamed  before  the  King,  thereby,  on  loose  groaidi» 
yet  now.  Instead  of  gaining  your  object,  you  might  run  the  risk  of  being  accovntel 
rebels,  and  thus  actually  retard  your  cause.  We  think,  therefore,  tliat  while  tm 
still  have  a  certain  share  of  church  property,  it  is  better  for  you  to  be  cwUat 
with  the  same.  There  yet  remain  churches  which  give  evidence  that  will  not  nk* 
mlt  to  that  lordship  [the  Coetus,]  and  who  will  therefore  maintain  their  prlvitefBi 
and  property  [for  themselves.]  It  is  best,  therefore,  for  you  to  give  such  chucks 
all  possible  encouragement,  and  to  keep  in  good  understanding  with  them.^ 

Indeed,  would  not  the  taking  of  such  a  step,  which  we  disapprove,  at  lesit  ftt 
the  present,  foster  that  prejudice  In  them  as  to  your  ambition.  It  seems,  ttaerefm 
better  to  us  to  put  your  opponents  to  shame  and  to  heap  coals  of  fire  on  their  kMi 
by  setting  them  an  example  of  charity  and  meekness;  not  that  we  doubt  thatftf 
already  have  these  graces.  Brethren,  but  we  would  that  they  might  abide  li  |i> 
and  be  increased . 

But  lot  us  speak  now  of  a  few  particular  points:  First,  about  private  gatheriifik 
held  In  Now  York  by  women  and  youth  for  the  Exposition  of  the  Bible:  andforthi 
arranging  for  other  private  gatherings,  which  is  done  with  closed  doors,  and  vboi 
no  one  is  admitted  but  those  who  have  Christ  in  the  heart.  This  is  done  io  mM 
that  all  preferences  [of  ministers?]  may  be  made  only  according  to  consclfse*.- 
You  may  easily  understand  what  we  think  of  such  things,  from  our  remarks  ibMC 
preaching  away  from  one's  appointed  place.  Do  they  not  always,  as  a  matttf  if 
course,  choose  a  minister  who  is  preaching  somewhere  else  than  where  his  appoMil 
congregation  is?  or  one  whose  own  congregation  is  not  accustomed  to  be  (diirft 
And  if  such  things  are  done  by  women  and  youth  in  any  place,  it  Is  still  more  cflS- 
spicnous  and  improper.  These  latter  must  be  considered  as  lording  It  over  tfti 
feelings,  which  is  quite  out  of  place,  for  this  belongs  only  to  God:  and  thu  1> 
shutting  out  others,  they  are  dimming  their  own  light. 

Now  about  that  matter,  and  othor  things  pertaining  to  property,  we  have  rttthti 
also  a  private  letter,  signed  by  Abel  Ilardenbrook,  Jacob  Stoutenberg  and  HsbUt 
Van  Wapenen.  who  style  themselve*?  a  Committee.  They  are  sealous  In  tdvocttW 
their  own  rights,  and  are  of  your  own  opinion  In  reference  to  the  condition  of  tli 
New  York  Church.  We  cannot,  Brotbrcn,  reply  to  every  person  separately  1^ 
we  have  already  declared  In  our  letter  of  Oct.  3rd,  1763.  This  offended  tk*i 
brethren:  but  we  acted  thus,  not  because  we  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  tb* 
personally,  but  because  we  cannot  deal  with  every  separate  individual.  We  wi** 
upon  all  affairs  to  the  Assembly  of  the  Subordinate  Brethren.  If.  then,  tk* 
parties  are  known  to  you,  and  you  think  proi>er  to  give  them  light,  they  may  rte^ 
It  from  letters  addresse<1  to  you:  especially  since  their  letter,  as  well  as  thtt  rf 
Rev.  De  Ronde,  are  of  similar  contents. 

Finally,  we  received  a  supplement  to  a  pamphlet  TDe  Ronde's]  approved  by  B*^- 
Classis  In  April  1764,  treating  of  "The  Procession  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  T\»^' 
Classis  understands  that  althouirh  it  Is  a  supplement  to  a  lK>ok  already  approw* 
yet  as  It  treats  of  a  certain  point  of  dootrlno,  that  this  has  been  sent  also  foro* 
approbation.  We  discover  some  o}).!<»<»tlonable  expressions.  We  do  wish  that  tl* 
author  had  expressed  himself  more  clearly;  yet  we  notice  nothing  that  we  de* 
unorthodox. 

•The  Classis  entirely  misapprehended  the  allusions  to  the  Charter,  etc.    [8«*I*5E 

Oct.  22,  1765].    The  Coetus  Brethren  [the  stronger  party  of  the  two],  held  a  ■■i^'S 

of  the  churches.    Manv  of  these  churches  had  their  own  independieDt  charttrs:  )v 

the  r/asafs  seems  to  have  tho\\pY\t  that  the  Charter  of  the  Oinrdi  to  the  Qty  f 

New  York,  granted  by   WWWam  All  \t\  \^afe,  'wa*  ^  v^neral  charter  ot  •!!.  Pg? 

churches  collectively,  or  as  we  woul^  now  «a^,  \}^%\nfiAT^t%.>\»a.^tkA"^ 
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Wr  DOW  oloM'  tbli  our  lenKtbr  letter  whlcb  acecmpanLeB  the  Ulnutes  of  the 
■rxid  of  North  Holl>nd.  held  at  Harlem  In  ITOG.  with  an  earnest  prarer.  that  tbe 
■llrit  of  irladom.  iteadfaitDeH.  pTodeDce  aod  nieekoraa  mo;  take  Full  poaaeMlon 
il  junt  ■OBla,  and  ttrengtheii  too.  eo  ai  to  lead  to  the  coding  of  all  diBpatei. 

Etc.,  etc. 
;  John    Kalkoen.   Preatdent   etr..  etc. 

William  Van  den  Brock.   Scribe,  etc.,  etc. 
I.  Amaterdam  April  T.  JT66. 

TdClassis  op  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Arciiibai-d  Laidlie,  April 
7,  1766.     Vol.  31,  Page  260.     No.  161. 
T*  BcT.  [Arehlbald]   Leadl;,  [LBldlle]  minuter  In  New  lork. 
1m.  and  Bateemed  Brotber:— 

Bl>  waa  rejoiced  to  reeeive  jotit  letter  ai 
not  onlr  the  tusla  on  wbleh  joa  acted.  I 
^)Mnelf— In  the  Cbarcb  of  New  Tork. 

~  baaU  of  roar  work  conalaled  Id  tbe  fact  tbat  yon  were  InetHtled  [for  that 
Ml  ^  tba  BcT.  Clawla.  on  Peb.  5.  1T63,  and  that  joo  promised,  then  and  tbere. 
batlatalD  "CorreapoDdencs"  (with  tbe  Classla)  i  but  7011  aay  that  you  do  not 
■bar  tliat  anylblng  waa  then  aald  to  you  particularly  about  the  dlntresBlng 
«•  there  exlatlnx,  or  even  tbat  tberc  were  any  dispute  at  alii  tbat  ClafHla 
•t  then  Inatmct  yon  aa  to  tbe  origin  of  any  dlapule.  nor  bow  to  carry  yaiir- 
Mll  icference  to  then,  nor  wblcb  party  to  Join;  and.  tberefore.  that  you  ron- 
HMt  that  you  were  left  entirely  free. 

Tm  also  say  that  upon  yonr  arrival  yon  did  not  find  Bucb  very  great  dlTlslnns: 
M  certain  divlalona  have  arlien  since,  and  atlll  continue,  anil  take  up  a  large 
*n  at  attention:  and  that  dlTlalona  also  manlfeal  IherOBelvea  )□  your  own 
IkAsh-apeakJnSl  congngBtlon:  bnt  you  felt  that  you  must  not  encourage  either 
4ttMe  factional  that  yon  ought.  If  poaslble,  to  mlnlmlie  (hem:  and  Ihnt.  there- 
li^  whenever  yon  foond  younelf  Id  tbe  presence  of  brethren  of  either  party,  you 
tt  perfectly  convlneed.  In  yoor  own  heart,  that  It  iras  yonr  duty  to  Join  youraelt 
hMtber  of  tbe  dlspntanta.  Ton  were  determined,  however,  simply  (o  tnnlntBin 
*llirf  »ij  "Correapondence "  with  the  Classla  of  AmstenlBRi.  Id  the  sHme  way 
lina  eommon  before  the  formation  of  either  of  the  preaent  ABsombllea,  [the 
9Hem  or  tbe  Conferentle.l 

In  perslated  on  this,  yonr  detertnlnatlon,  while  you  were  a  straoger  aiul  did 
•  let  onderatand  exactly  how  maltera  stood;  for  yon  were  aaanred  that  your 
iMf  either  party  would  only  caaae  tbe  Ores  of  contentloD  to  bum  more  alrongly 
hlMr  own  congregation;  aDd  that  If  yon  woold  be  of  any  aervlce,  whatever,  ynii 
>■  raualn  entirely  nentral.  And  then  your  contlnunllon  In  sorb  a  roitne.  lynu 
%)  waa  for  theae  raasona;  becauBe  there  were  found  certain  things.  In  the  prln- 
^tm  of  tbo  Oonferentle  party,  aa  well  aa  In  their  conduct,  whlcb  did  not  plenw 
■H  Ud  that  theae  clrcumstaDceB  also  decided  you  to  remain  neutrnl:  Ihnt  this 
Mty  «••  yet  atmnllng  along  without  reaching  any  practical  results:  and  that 
*»,  Umefore.  fell  In  wltb  tbe  Idea  of  (he  New  York  ronslstory.  which  wrote  ua 
•iMttrln  ITM."  [Oct.  17],  and  which  now  nicain  has  written  ua  a  letter,  (Oct.  24, 
^i  at  the  aame  purport,  and  which  we  will.  In  due  time,  answer;  and  tbat  you 
Mm  bi  tha  aame  opinions  and  sentlmerls  ns  those  nirmbcrfl,  nud  that  their 
*l«a  la  tbat  of  a  majority:  yet  that  there  are  a  very  few,  who,  ns  you  remark. 
Vhbvs  of  notblnx  which  tends  toward  unity. 

T«tr  meaning   la   well-nndemtood    by    Classls.    whlcb   cannot    now    refrain    from 
**«big  yoo  In  a  kind  and  fraternal  manner. 
^W  Key.  (^aalB,  Indeed,  at  your  Installation,  requeated  you  to  maintain   "Cor- 
wltb  the  Classts.      Ry  this,   nothing  else  was.    nor  contd  have   been 
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meant,  but  that  condition  which  Is  known  as  "Subordination  to  the  CUasli",  • 
whatever  other  name  you  maj  be  pleaded  to  srlve  It;  and  which  U  exhibited  In  tl 
conduct  of  the  Conferentle.  We  say  that  Classic  could  hare  meant  nothing  tli 
In  requesting  "Correflpondence"  with  jou,  who  were  about  to  go  to  a  eertaJ 
country,  whose  Church  Polity  stood  In  a  certain  [Inferior]  relation  to  the  Clifll 
It  la  undeniable  that  our  request  must  have  fully  corresponded  to  that  relatioiiili^ 
for  the  Tery  purpose  of  keeping  that  relationship  unchanged.  By  "CorreapondeBee 
Claasls  meant  the  exhibition  of  such  a  course  of  conduct  aa  would  natnrally  Rsvl 
from  the  rery  nature  of  the  relation  between  the  church  of  New  York  and  til 
Claasls  of  Amsterdam.  If  Classls  did  not  tell  you  just  how  to  act,  and  what  part 
to  join.  It  was  because  she  took  It  for  granted  that,  when  you  saw  which  of  tk 
brethren  there  conducted  themselves  toward  the  Classls  agreeably  to  the  fudi 
mental  laws  of  the  Church,  and  which  of  them  departed  therefrom,  you  wotid  ne 
need  special  Instructions  from  the  Classls  but  that  you  would  easily  dlseorer  JM 
what  you  were  to  do.  Consider  then,  Brother,  what  must  have  been  tha  msaobj 
of  the  Rev.  Classls,  and  you  can  then  answer  whether  you  have  condncted  yomit 
according  to  the  Intentions  of  the  Classls.  You  now  know  what  the  Claasls  iNtiii 
by  "C'Orrespondence ".  It  was  not  any  new  thing,  but  comprehended  just  thi 
subordinate  relation  In  which  the  church  of  New  York  continues  to  stand. 

It  would  seem  also  that  you  had  some  Idea  of  thus  understanding  the  tsia 
You  profess  your  willingness  to  keep  up  a  "Correspondence"  In  the  way  In  wkid 
it  was  done  l>efore  the  formation  of  either  of  the  Assemblies  which  now  eilit  t 
New  York.  It  Is  just  this  which  Classls  now  seeks,  has  sought,  and  will  cootti* 
to  seek.  For  the  organisation  of  distinct  Assemblies,  as  well  as  the  names  givcat 
them,  did  not  originate  with  the  Classls,  but  were  suggested  by  those  who  htf 
now  altogether  ceastnl  corresponding  with  us,  as  that  correspondence  was  at  In 
conducted,  because  they  wish  to  separate  from  the  bond  of  snch  relatlooahip  alti 
gether.  Now  that  which  Is  earnestly  striven  after  by  the  Conferentle  party- 
whlch  Is  subordinate  to  the  Classls.  is  the  preservation  of  this  "Correspondtnea 
In  the  same  way  as  it  has  formerly  been  conducted.  This  plainly  appears  ftoi 
(1)  the  exchange  of  letters  which  we  keep  up  with  those  brethren;  (2)  fron  tl 
requirements  of  the  churchea  [upon  their  ministers],  which  may  be  seen,  la  i 
many  words,  in  the  call  of  Flshkill  on  Rev.  [Isaac]  Rysdyck,  which  call  he  hasali 
accepted  under  his  own  subscription  thereto;  and  (8)  from  the  grief  expressed  t 
the  churches  of  Kingston  and  Tappnn,  in  that  their  pastors  [Meyer  and  Vecbiyck 
set  themselves  against  the  wishes  of  their  churches,  and,  therefore,  their  "ol>Ug< 
tions"  to  ClasslH  are  broken. 

Is  not  this  your  conception  of  the  matterT  For  we  cannot  permit  ourselves  i 
think  that  in  the  use  of  the  word  "Correspondence",  you  should  understand  anj 
thing  else— anything  different  from  what  the  Conferentle  brethren  meant  by  "nW 
dination";  for  you  younolf  also  say  that  you  wish  to  maintain  the  "Correspoo^ 
ence"  in  the  same  way  in  which  It  was  maintained  before  the  formation  of  eithi 
of  the  present  existing  AuRembiles,   [the  Coetus  or  Conferentle]. 

You  will  therefore  perceive  that  the  advice  given  to  you  [by  some]  to  maintai 
an  independent  attitude,  is  a  kind  of  counsel  which  cannot  stand.  For  it  a 
amounts  to  this,  that  yon  are  [as  you  say]  of  one  mind  with  the  [OonfenDtK 
brethren,  who  remain  under  the  Classls;  but  yet  In  promoting  a  common  aim,  yo 
will  not  consult  nor  co-operate  with  them.  But  this  is  certainly  inconsistent 
neither  can  snch  counsel  help  toward  the  effort  to  settle  the  disputes.  It  is  eei 
talnly  not  the  aim  of  the  brethren  of  the  Conferentle,  as  little  as  it  la  the  aim  < 
the  Classls,  to  exercise  lordship  over  others:  but  only  to  reelst  those  who  wool 
exercise  such  lordship,  and  deprive  the  churches  of  their  just  privileges.  It  is  on^ 
our  aim  to  assist  those  churches  which  are  oppressed  or  disturbed  in  the  enjoymei 
of  their  privileges,  whether  as  to  their  ecclesiastical  rights,  or  their  civil  right 
such  as  the  enjoyment  of  their  church  property:  and  such  Is  also  evidently  the 
desire,  [the  desire  of  the  Conferentle];  because  their  work.  In  general,  is  to  mail 
tain  the  "Correspondence".  All  this  Is  evident;  because  where  the  churches  a 
left  undisturbed  in  their  old  relationships,  there  the  ministers  live  quietly  and  a: 
at  peace  with  their  congregations. 

That  such  is  their  disposition,  is  also  evident  from  the  following:— liecause  the 
wherever  there  are  any  of  the  Coetus  brethren,  they  [the  Conferentle]  do  w 
meddle  with  them  any  more  thaii  the  Glaiala  does;  but  they  Interfere  only  In  tl 
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■■tcnatt  of  ttxwe  ebDrchea,  wbere  both  tber  and  the  ClaislB  kooir  tbtt  Ooetus 
bMthieu  are  MakiDK  to  lotnule— to  draw  cburcbea  awnr  from  tbe  Claaali;  for  HCb 
•OBdDct  U  tba  cauae  of  Tlotent  dlipaCea  and  cammollona.  Bat  tbera  tbInEBi  tht 
DDBfBKDtle  bretbren  caa  endure  as  little  as  tbc  Clasals.  We  posltlrelr  declar* 
ttat  aocb  condnct  no  one  cao  or  ibonld  endure,  wbo  vatnei  bla  own  proi»ert7  nod 
pifnelplM.  He  la  In  dnty  tunnd  lo  reslBt  >o  long  »■  be  la  able.  If  be  wonid  not 
tamrtntlr  deprive  bImaeU  of  his  own  rtghta. 

Bnt  tben  It  fallows  from  all  this,  liome  might  say]  tbat  It  one  will  hsTc  noth- 
tBc  whatever  to  do  with  those  bretbren  with  whom  he  radli^Bllr  disagrees,  he 
tbarebr  works  Into  tbe  bands  of  that  verr  party.  For  those  who  have  laid  the 
taala  of  dlspnte.  make  progreia  tbrongh  tbe  qnletnde  of  their  opponents,  and  thas 
extend  their  Influence.  Bnt,  wait,  Worthy  Brother.  Is  tt  not  also  true  that  he 
Oat  Is  not  witb  na,  la  against  na?  and  that  he  that  gatheretb  not  with  ns  scat- 
tnetbT  Yea,  miy  we  not  add,  that  to  remain  by  oneeelf,  taking  oKence  at  the 
word  "snbordlnatlon",  and  yet  to  aay  that  one  desires  to  keep  np  "Cormpond- 
mta"  with  tbe  Rev.  Classla—  may  w«  not  aay  that  inch  a  one  gives  out  Che  idea 
tklt  he  nndentauda  by  "Correspondence"  aomethlng  elae  than  the  malntnlnlng  of 
Hi  original  amngement;  and  that  In  thla,  according  to  your  opinion  as  expressed, 
Tia  desire  no  part. 

Well,  tben,  Sateemed  Brother,  will  not  such  prajndlce  find  nonrlsbment,  and 
NMs  a  third  party  to  arise?  and  will  not  the  dlapntc  thna  be  made  greater,  and 
iB  the  alma  of  Claaala  be  defeated?  Be  so  good  and  true  then,  for  the  accompllsb- 
■tat  of  your  own  deslree,  as  to  eo-Operate  (with  the  ClaaalB  and  the  Conferentle.l 
R  Oere  be  aome  tblngs.  In  some  of  tbose  bretbren.  [the  Canfprentle],  which, 
fnedlngito  yonr  notion,  seem  to  be  Improper,  why,  fratfmal  Sir,  It  we  undcr- 
ttnd  TOO  srlgbt,  we  perfectly  agree  with  yon  In  tbal  opinion,  wbllc  ire  both  seek, 
Mvertbeleaa,  to  maintain  and  defend  the  Old  constitution  of  things. 

Mow  It  Is  well  to  separate  oneself,  aa  rpgarda  Ibe  princlpnl  matter,  from  those 
■ht  differ  aa  regards  merely  accidental  cl re nm stances.  Indeed,  seldom  do  we  Bad 
InhbUIm  wbere  all  the  members  are  eqaally  active  In  all  things:  where  one  Is 
Ml  compelled  to  see  In  some  of  tbe  others,  tblngs  which  they  would  rather  not 
MS.  Nevertheless,  they  most  remain  nnlted.  In  order  to  attain  the  general  enda 
tati  at.  And  possibly  among  those  bretbren  who  are  In  favor  Of  a  "Separate 
OKrtapondence "  [Independently  Of  both  parties)  there  will  be  found  those  who  are 
M  always  of  exactly  the  same  sentiments  as  othere:  or  even  on  particular  points, 
m  not  at  alt  alike.  Xet  this  Is  a  fact,  that  there  is  actually  something  which 
MItbtc  ««n,  nor  ought  to  be  endured?  Will  yon  not.  then,  be  so  kind  as  a  lover 
tt  pMce,  to  preseut  these  matters  before  tbe  brethren,  and  seek  to  come  to  an 
MKMandIng  wtlh  each  other.  See  If  the  atnmbling  blocks  cannot  be  taken  out 
<(  tbe  way,  and  thus  opportunity  afforded  that  brethren  may  dwell  together  In 
Mly,  that  Qod  may  command  his  blessing  apon  you? 

finally  yoo  declare  that  yon  agree  with  the  Consistory  wbo  wrote  ns  their 
•lUoti  in  1764.  (Oct.  II,  tbat  they  would  cut  loose  from  the  Coetns,  and  resume 
Wnspradlng  relations  dlrectly'wlth  the  Classls];  and  who  have  now  again  [Oct. 
1^  ITSS]  written  the  aame.  We  will  answer  those  brethren  [the  Consistory]  In  a 
Undly  manner,  aa  we  anawered  them  In  1765,"  [Jnly  Sll,  and  we  will  persevere 
h  tke  same  opinion  which  we  then  expressed,  and  will  request  tbem  carefnlly  to 
nnlder  It.  it  wonld  also  seem  that  you  approved  of  that  reply;  and  even  for  ten 
nus  we  did  not  bear  af  yonr  [their]  departure  from  It;  for  tbe  two  oldest  pastora 
nitvma  and  Do  Sonde]  united  themselves  with  (hem,  (the  Conferentle.lt 

Row,  Worthy  Sir,  we  beseech  yon,  lo  have  the  goodness  lo  confer  with  theae 
*0(thy  brethren,  and  deliberate  over  tbeee  matters.  toKether,  and  In  the  fear  of 
ttsLord.  Lay  aside  all  prejudices,  and  cry  anio  God  with  deep  groanlnga  that  He 
Mgld  promote  tbe  peace  of  Zlon.  Oh!  that  oar  srguments  might  be  of  snlBclent 
■riglil  to  reunite  the  hearts  of  brethren  estranged,  and  thus  bring  comfort  to  Zlon 
hker  mourning:  to  wipe  away  her  tears,  and  to  call  back  the  departing  favor  of 
tteOod  of  Peace.     Tben  might  hta  favor  abide  wllh  yon  and  nevermore  depnrt. 

^b  TIH  It  was  tbe  whole  Consistory,  tnclndtng  tbe  ministers;  bnt  now,  1TS5.  the 
BJMa  MtJ  Deacons  of  ths  Dnteb-spcaking  churches.  Independently  of  their  ministers, 
■■■■•  Uld  De  Bonde.  wbo  were  members  of  tbe  Conferentie  Assembly. 
JjU»  U  not  very  aeesrately  eipresaed,  as  lbs  Conferentie.  ftt  \ti  bulaTk\aK<  '««* 
Qv  •  OaBfarcnce  of  fonr  or  flra  disaffected  ninlstera,  uid  not  aatU  UU  kccq  ani 
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Behold  now,  this  Is  our  replj  to  jour  letter,  written  so  cordially  to  os  from  a 
sincere  heart  Ours,  too,  is  written  to  yon,  from  sincere  hearts,  filled  with  lore 
for  yoor  conffregations,  and  with  earnest  desires  for  the  glory  of  Ood.  but  keeping, 
as  we  write,  a  good  conscience.  As  your  heart  spread  Itself  out  over  na,  beglnnlnf 
and  ending  your  letter,  as  you  did,  with  benedictions;  so  we  pray  that  the  God  of 
all  blessing  may  confirm  them.  We  thank  you,  our  brother,  for  these  ezprcssloiit 
of  your  hearty  affection.  And  be  assured  that  our  heart  Is  spread  out  orer  7011 
with  similar  benedictions.  May  God  command  unto  you  life  and  peace  forerermoie. 
May  his  grace  be  sufficient  for  you;  may  his  power  sustain  you;  may  his  promliet 
refresh  you;  may  his  Spirit  comfort  you.  The  God  of  love  and  peace  be  with  70a. 
Amen. 

We  are  

John  Kalkoen,  Prea. 

Wm.  Vandenbrock,  Scribe. 
Amsterdam,  In  Classls,  April  7,  1766. 


The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Certain  Members  op  the  Cox- 
siSTORY  of  New  York  City,  April  7,  1766.  Voi^  31,  Paoi 
262.  No.  162.  (See  Oct.  26, 1765,  When  These  Membms 
Wrote  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  The  Letter  is  Re- 
ferred TO  IN  Their  Minutes,  Vol.  14,  Page  61,  Art.  9.) 

To  Certain  Members  of  the  Worthy  Consistory  of  New  York: 

Hon.  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren :~ 

We  safely  received  your  letter.  We  had  already  learned  the  principal  conteots 
of  it  from  the  letter  of  Rev.  Laldlle,  namely,  a  determination  on  your  part  not  to 
attend  the  Conferentie  Assembly.  Rev.  Laldlle  Is  In  agreement  with  you,  and  we 
have  already  replied  to  him.  We  doubt  not  that  you  will  confer  with  him  ts  we 
have  also  asked  him  to  do  with  you.  We  hope  that  you  may  together,  in  the  fear 
of  God's  most  holy  name,  ponder  what  we  have  said.  Have  no  other  aim  tliao  the 
welfare  of  your  congregation  and  the  attainment  of  that  common  object  which  both 
you  and  we  desire.  We  will  not  fail,  however,  to  give  that  advice  which  70^ 
request,  and  therefore,  we  shall  answer  the  several  points  of  your  letter. 

The  substance  of  the  matter,  according  to  your  letter  of  1754,  (Oct.  17),  Is,  that 
you  hold  yourselves  to  the  old  regime  so  long  as  the  Classis  is  willing  to  assist  700 
with  counsel  and  deeds;  that  you  will  not  trouble  yourselves  about  any  Assemblies, 
since  thereby  party  spirit  Is  encouraged,  and  one  becomes  inimical  to  another;  you 
urge  the  fact  also  that  the  Church  Is  ruled  by  ambition. 

But,  estemed  Brethren,  does  not  the  old  regime  demand  reasonable  subordination  * 
Now  the  Conferentie  brethren  are  In  favor  of  this.  Ami  If  we  are  to  help  yon  with 
counsel  and  deeds,  you  must  stand  In  the  same  relation  to  us  as  those  brctbreUt 
for  tbey  adhere  to  the  old  regime.  But  If  yon  would  thus  stand,  the  proper  way 
Is,  not  to  separate  yourselves  from  them*— for  this  suggests  the  idea  that  yon  <** 
seeking  something  else  under  the  name  of  the  old  regime;  that  you  desire  to  change 
the  old  regime  Into  some  sort  of  Independent  council— but  you  should  stand  In  one 
line  with  them   [the  Conferentie]. 

Meanwhile,  for  you  to  accuse  the  brethren  of  acting  from  ambitions  motives.  ^* 
certainly  rather  hard.  But,  when  necessity  demands  It,  it  cannot  be  called  inihi' 
tlon  that  they  should  stand  stiffly  against  those  who  seek  to  break  up  the  Chorcb 
Order  that  thoy  should  oppose  those  who  strive  to  gain  followers  in  the  Church  I"" 
order  to  draw  away  people  who  are  willing  to  he  sul>ordlnate  to  the  Classis.  Fo^ 
such  subordination  la  the  very  nature  of  the  old  regime.  And  if  you  would  hn* 
penetrate  into  the  nature  of  that  condition  which  you  yourselves  desire,  your  owO 
noble-mindedness  could  hardly  endure  such  things  [as  the  breaking  op  of  a  Chnrct^ 
Order,] 
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Bpt  VTSD  If  yoD  could  eodnr*  iDch  tbiogi.  bretbren,  jod  md  ret  easllr  ander- 
taDd  thai  70a  CBBDOt  nltbdraw  ronnelvM.  (from  snbJectloD  to  CJassIs,)  especlallr 
«raiue  thnr  la  io  mocb  to  be  done  In  conaectlon  wllb  tbe  governmrnC  ot  the 
jknrcb  in  7oar  eoimlrf.  BesldcB  the  preservatlaa  of  tbe  eood  order  of  Ibe  Charcb. 
kere  ire  mmr  (KwieesloDi  belonging  to  ihe  Dalch  Church.  Now.  Brethren,  are 
roi  not  obliged  to  conduct  rounelTea  very  carefuily.  lest  Ihl*  properlr  sboulit  be 
Vusttned  to  othere?  But  jou  cbd  eHSllj  andervtsnd  that  If  rau  tsolalc  youiselrea 
ty  teparatlOD,  jod  will  help  to  bring  thli  aboat,  because  of  your  lusblllty  to  act 
Iwllb  Ihe  Cbnrch  at  iBrge.]  Ynu  will  be  breaking  down  tbe  old  regime,  which,  yon 
mi,  you  desire  to  prewrre. 

Uranwhlle,  the  consldermtlon  nhlch  you  hare  manifested  toward  the  grey-haired 
Her,  Blliema  was  Tery  ngrecabte  tn  us.  We  refer  now  to  your  requeet,  thnt  we 
■hoDld  gl<e  him  liberty,  because  ot  bli  great  age.  to  attend  the  Meetings  or  not, 
according  to  bis  own  pleasure.  If  you  mean  by  these  "Meetings",  the  Meetings 
af  those  members  of  the  Consistory  who  have  withdrawn  themselves  from  tbe 
Cooferentle,  you  can  easily  underatord  that  tbe  Uev,  Clnsiiln  can  glre  do  consent  t» 
SKb  ■  reqaest,  as  long  as  the  Cooferentle  stands  relnted  to,  and  In  subordination 

ts  lbs  BeT.  Claasls.  Bat  If  you  nndetsland  by  these  "Meetings",  tbe  Meeting! 
4l  Ibe  Conterentle  brelbren,  Ihea  we  ask  you.  Are  yon,  Indeed,  in  earnest.  Brethren, 

h  pnposlng  sucb  a  question  to  us?    It  you  are.  then  you  also  understand  (hat  Rer. 

BttMrns,  by  Tirtne  of  bis  relation  to  tbe  Clsssls.  miial  a(tend  (bat  Assembly  lof 

It*  Conterentlel.  and  that  be  conld  not  be  permitted  to  remain  abscut,  except  by 
:  ttt  nnsent  Of  Claasla.     And  he  does  attend  (hose  kleedngs.  because,  as  an  honest 

■an,  he  holds  himself  to  the  subordination  of  the  o)d  regime.  Well,  Brethren,  as 
of  the  Cburcb,  you  stand  In  tbe  same  relation  to  us  as  Rev.   Kltiema: 

at  tbua  yon  must  perceive  that  you.  since  you  desire  the  old  regime,  bind  your- 
asBlat  the  Rer.  Rltiema  and  his  pany.     Bal  this  cannot  be  done  by  for- 

hlle.  yon  siieak  quite  disrespectfully  of  Rev.  Dc  Ronde.  The  eipresslona 
*M  (0  hare  been  used  by  him.  If  tme.  do  certainly  give  no  sign  of  subord  I  nation, 
M  ntut  bare  offended  you  greatly.  Bnt,  Dear  Brethren,  (not  to  repeal,  for  In 
ee  to  the  principal  matter  we  hare  already  answered  blm,  and  glTcn  him  oar 
.)  we  believe  Chat  tboep  expressions  cnme  from  Ihe  mouth  of  Rev.  De  Rondo 
I  due  reflection.  For  IhnI  gentleman  shows  by  his  correapoodence  with  us 
<knbe  11  really  subordinate  to  the  Clnssls,  anil  condncts  hlmaelf  as  the  old  regime 
'  It  New  York  cburcb  reqalrea.  And  probably  occsslon  was  given  him  for  speak- 
,  nanrbat  haatlly,  when  b«  was  luddcnty  taken  to  tMk  upon  that  nutter. 
^■Rtnta  bis  preaching  In  English  outside  of  hla  own  church.  Re  was  twitted 
''Uli^  althoagh  he  Is  a  minister,  and  ordained  to  Ibat  profession.  On  the  other 
"i.  It  Is  asserted  Ihat  women  and  .voutb  apeak  In  public  and  expound  passages 
'Ut  Bible,  although  they  have  no  mission  or  calling  thereto;  and  that  meetings 
■>k(ld  for  separata  classes  ol  people  alone,  and  none  are  admitted  except  Ibose 
"•  Mong  la  that  separate  class. 
^•».  take  notice,  that  while  such  meetlnga  were  encouraged,  at  the  same  time 
!*'■  t)e  Bond*  was  discouraged  In  his  efforts  10  preach  In  other  places.  Sucb 
""■uty  bave  made  blm  a  Utile  precipitate,  and  hove  led  blm  to  speak  somewhat 
*%.  ttnt  then,  Brethren,  do  not  mnke  a  hasty  word  of  a  brother,  who  thinks 
•'Mbseo  wronged,  a  stumbling-block  to  yourselves:  but  rather  show  that  yon 
^Wwi  can  preserve  all  prudence,  el  ream  spec  tlon  and  good  order  In  referencs 
'^  "ho  atlend  such  meetings, 

''••'I7.  you  give  this  reason  for  remslnlog  away:  that  the  congregation  clalnui 
*  "Wit  of  voting  for  the  Conalatory.     This  tbey  gather  from  an  eipreialon  In 

'  — o  longer  customary 

I  proaeented  on  this  point  In 

1   pending.     Now  witb  this,  you  say.  you  will 

-"'•otUng  to  do.  and  yon   request  our  opinion  therenpon. 

JH  Bretbren,  we  must  Brat  ask  you  a  qnestton.     If  we  give  our  advice  on  this 

J^.  ud  yon  continue  to  hold  yourselves  aloof  from  the  meellncs,  where  that 

rt  be  defended,  (for  your  keeping  yourselves  apart  Is  also  Involved  In  the 

-  — ,,  bow  can  otir  advice  be  of  any  use  to  youT    But  we  thus  speak  not  for 

**»"e  oC  declining  to  give  our  advlce.-Bnt  If,  by  tbe  way,  onr  nAv\c«  «>»>ti\«i 

"  *^  '*l»  JM  b»T»  a  nmjorltr  la  tbe  Conrinorr  to  elaot  toch  memb«i«  u  fcx* 

123 


■■  n»t  of  voting  for  the  Conalatory.  This  tbey  gather  1 
^<AtTter  ot  William  tbe  Third;  but  this  right  seems  to  b 
]!*•"  lort  Bnt  that  Consistory,  It  appears,  was  proaet 
r**",  IT«,  and  the  case  la  still   pending.     Now  with  tl 
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against  [the  policy  of]  Revs.  De  Ronde^ind  Rltxema,  and  jon  observe  that  thereto 
yon  can  remain  masters  of  the  situation,  and  can  keep  yonrselves  Independent  of 
the  Acts  of  the  Conferentle  brethren  who  are  sobordlnate  to  Claaala,  and  tbat  t» 
the  dissatisfaction  of  those  members  of  the  congregation  who  side  with  Rers.  De 
Ronde  and  Rltzema,  you  may  easily  understand  that  then  yon  actually  Tlolat*  tte 
opinions  and  desires  of  the  congregation  which  you  represent;  and  under  the  iuiik 
of  ruling  a  church,  which  holds  Itself  to  the  Rev.  Glassls  on  the  old  basis,  yw 
frustrate  both  the  aim  of  the  church  and  of  the  Classis.     But  if  it  be  only  a  ^^atB- 
tion  as  to  how,  you  should.  In  Justice,  act;  know  then  that  the  Consistory  Is  new 
chosen  by  the  old  members  of  the  Consistory,  exclusively,  unless  the  private  btb- 
bers  of  the  Congregation  tacitly  consent  to  It  [by  the  publication  of  the  namcfftr 
objections.  If  any  there  be.]     But  this,  by  Itself,  would  not  con^ti.Mte  a  piecedcst 
for  your  church,  since  in  other  churches,  for  particular  reajM>n8,  a  different  mfi 
may  have  obtained.     If  your  charter  be  of  such  a  character  as  certain  meiilMi 
believe,  then,  although  It  be  not  castomary,  no  one  can  be  deprived  of  hlf  jvt 
rights. 

Finally,  Worthy  Brethren,  we  beseech  you  not  to  withdraw  yourselves  tm 
your  congregation.  Let  our  counsel  on  this  subject  please  you.  Also  tike  o« 
counsel  to  maintain  the  old  regime.  Defend  and  protect  It  against  all  snuMi^ 
We  ask  you,  what  are  the  results,  which  will  follow.  If  you  remain  under  tlie  M 
Classis,  but  yet  do  not  assist  those  Conferentle  brethren  who  defend  soborflu* 
tlon,  because  in  some  matters  they  happen  to  differ  from  you.  Is  It  not  tm 
Brethren,  that  a  divided  army  Is  easily  defeated?  Can  your  conscience  peimittkit 
your  old  Domlne,  Rltsema,  grown  old  In  the  Gospel  service,  should  not  be  left  I* 
stand  alone?  Will  yuu  see  him  now  laboring  In  vain,  because  he  now  beloofil* 
the  Conferentle,  although  he  has  so  long  edlfled  you? 

Behold  then,  on  all  these  matters,  the  opinions  of  the  Rev.  Classis.  If  It  is  dv* 
your  purpose  to  stand  related  to  the  Classis.  according  to  the  old  regime,  lod  Mt 
to  have  Classis  simply  as  an  Adviser,  we  doubt  not  but  that  you  operate  bele^ 
forth  according  to  these  sentiments  of  Classis.  You  also  called  us,  at  least  tvH 
FATHERS.  Well  then.  If  you  recogrnlse  us  in  such  a  light.  Beloved  CMUrm,  to 
strong,  quit  you  like  men,  live  in  peace,  aid  in  promoting  peace,  be  of  one  nlii 
and  forgive  one  another's  faults. 

We  subscribe  ourselves,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

John   Kalkoen.   Pres. 
Wm.  Vanden  Broek.  Beiibi. 
Amsterdam,  In  Classis, 

April  7,  1766. 


Rev.  Samuel  Seabury  to  the  Society  i?x)r  Propagating  thb 
Gospel.     Xecessity  of  Bishops  in  America. 

Jamaica,   April  17th,  11^ 

Reverend   Sir.: — We   have  lately   had   a  most  affecting  account  of  the  KM  * 
Messrs.  Giles  &  Wilson  the  Society's  Missionaries;  the  ship  they  were  la  toH 
wrecked  near  the  entrance  of  Delaware  Bay  A  only  four  persons  Mved  M^  * 
twenty  eight,  their  death  is  a  great  loss  in  the  present  want  of  ClergJiBi*  ^ 
these  Colonies,   &  Indeed     believe  one  great  reason  why  so  few  from  tUt  Ctt* 
tlnent  offer  themselves  for  Holy  orders.  Is  because  It  is  evident  from  efpcd^*^ 
tbat  not  more  than  four  out  of  five  who  have  gone  from  the  Northern  Oo1mI'| 
have  returned;   this  Is  an  unanswerable  argument  for  the  absolute  neccMlty  * 
Bishops  in  the  Colonies.    The  poor  Church  of  England  in  America  is  tbe  ^ 
Instance  that  ever  happened  of  an  Episcopal  Church  without  a  Bishop  ft  la  «^ 
no  Orders  could  be  obtained  without  crossing  an  Ocean  three  thousand  wSki  ■ 
extent,    without    Bishops  'the   Church   cannot   flourish    In   America   ft  ^'''''''.S 
Church  be  well  supported  A  prevail,  this  whole  Continent  will  be  orerrmi  ^^ 
Infidelity  ft  deism,  Methodism  ft  New  Light  with  every  spedet  ft  crefj  dcgm "  1 
Scepticism  ft  Enthusiasm,  and  without  a  Bishop  upon  the  spot  I     tttf  It  ^ 
be  impossible  to  keep  the  Church  herself  pure  ft  undeflled.    And  that  It  ■••(I' 
iJi0t  coosequence   to  the  Btate  \o  wi^v^tl  \^«  Qhurch  herc^  tht  pwwnt  ^ 
Mtford  an  alarming  proof — I>oe.  'QNiX.  "^,  T,  "^^  UU 
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Chuech  of  New  York. 
Bepairs.     Rev.  De  Roncle'a  House-rent. 

Mew  York,  Ua7  12th,  ITSa. 
CoBtfatorr  held  tftcr  ctlllni  on  Ood'a  ume. 

1.  It  WM  qaMttoutd  whether  the  reaolntloo  pisKd  Febnarf  ID,  ITM  Id  regard 
to  tbe  repairing  of  the  Old  Church  ahould  be  carried  ant.  A  committee  of  two 
iMiia.  two  Deacona,  aod  two  Churcb  Haatera  wai  appointed,  to  euijnlre  Into 
toa  eondltloD  of  the  Chnrch,  and  whence  the  moiieT  conid  be  conTcnlentlr  (At- 
labtd,  and  alio  wbat  amoant  would  be  aeceaaary.  Cornellna  Clopper,  Peter  Lott, 
Inrt  Bancker,  HeniT  Kip,  Oarclt  Atieel  and  WllUam  De  Periter  were  choaen  tot 
Wa  tommlttee. 

1  Domlne  de  Boode  renntsted  that,  Inaamach  aa  he  now  paid  £B0.  jearlr  (or 
laMt  rent,  cao  more  than  he  received  for  that  pnrpoae  from  Conalatory.  whlcll 
to  tkoncbf  Terr  hard,  a  honae,  rent  free,  ahonld  be  glreo  blm.  Thla  the  eOD«la- 
ki  eodid  not  eonaent  to.  but  thoQfbt  lit  that  £30.  ahonld  be  slT>h  for  tta*  paat 
jBi  ITW.  Bnt  ther  would  not  bind  tbemaelree  tor  the  fatnre. 
BIsned   etc.. 

Arch.  Laldlle,  p.  t  PceaUent. 

Acts  of  the  Ci.a88is  of  AiiaTEKbAM. 
Lettees. 

1766,  May  12th.  Art.  8.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  re- 
port that  they  had  received  the  following  letters: 

One  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  dated  January  7,  1766. 

One  from  Curaooa,  dated  January  31,  1766,  from  a  private 
indiTidnal,  William  Blom. 

One  from  the  minister,  Warmoldus  Kiiyper,  dated  February  1, 
1768. 

One  from  New  York,  dated  February  5,  1766,  by  Rev.  Ritzema. 
iiT.  64. 

Petition  of  the  Rev,  G,  D.  Cock.     May  17,  17C6. 

I*  hU  Bxc«lleocT  Sir  Henr;  Uoore.  Bart.  Captain  Oeneral  and  Oovenor  In 
Oh  In  and  over  the  ProTlnc«  of  New  Tork  and  the  Terrltorlea  depending 
QAm*  In  America,  Chancellor,  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  aame. 

Ha  Petition  of  the  Bererend  Oerbard  Daniel  Cock 
ka  Hsmhlj  Sbewetb. 

Hat  Tonr  Petitioner  la  a  Proteatant  Ulnlater  of  the  Ootpel,  and  came  to  this 
■ntiT  In  the  Month  of  Norember  one  thousand  seven  buudred  and  alitr  three, 
■i  Oe  iBTltatlon  ot  tbe  Dutch  ConsresatloD  aetiled  at  a  place  called  the  Caup 
*  tk*  Bast  tU*  at  BadMO'a  Biter  In  the  Count;  of  DntchcM,  In  Quality  of 
tt*Paator. 

Au  la  tb*  nerclae  ot  hla  Fnnetlon  be  baa  alwaya  behared  hlmaelt  peaceably 
M  taaffeaalvelr  and  endearoured  to  promote  the  cause  of  Bellgion  and  Virtue  to 
fc  Mtoaat  ot  Ua  power. 

Bit  br  Mwe  tlma  paat  an  unhappy  Difference  baa  aubalated  between  the 
*~"    ~  at  BlniBton    Id    Ulster    CoDDty,    and    thett    U\nlB\ei    tbft 

lifer,  and  It  being  the  conatant  and  laaOabX*  \]Ba.ce  <A 
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the  Dutch  Churches  in  this  ProTince  whenerer  dispotes  of  this  nature  aifie,  ti 
Invite  the  Neighbouring  Ministers  to  hear  the  same  that  they  niay  have  ai 
opportunity  of  Composing  and  reconciling  the  Parties  at  variance,  the  Petltlonei 
was  called  apon  in  the  month  of  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ilxty 
four  by  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  said  Church  for  tliat  porpoae. 

That  the  Petitioner  conceiving  it  his  Duty  to  exert  his  best  endeavours  to  ap- 
pease the  animosities  which  disquieted  the  said  Church,  accepted  that  inviutioo, 
and  accordingly  assisted  with  another  Minister  at  a  Meeting  held  at  tlie  said 
Church,  on  the  Subject  of  their  Contention  upon  the  ninth  Day  of  October  hi  the 
year  aforesaid. 

That  the  Morning  after  the  said  Meeting,  a  precept  under  the  Hands  and  Seali 
of  Levi  Pauling  and  Johannis  Hardenbergh,  Esqrs.  two  of  his  Majesty's  Joitlcci 
of  the  Peace  for  the  said  County  of  Ulster,  was  served  upon  the  Petitioner  hj  oM 
of  the  Constables  of  the  said  Town,  whereby  he  was  Commanded  to  appear  Mxt 
the  said  Justices,  to  take  the  oaths  prescribed  by  Law,  **  for  that  they  took  him  to 
be  a  Dangerous  Person  to  the  Qovernment,  and  a  common  Disturber  of  the  Peace 
of  his  Majesty's  Liege  Subjects."  And  the  Constable  on  the  service  of  the  Mid 
precept  threatened,  that  if  he  did  not  pay  a  voluntary  obedience  to  the  Mid 
Precept,  he  should  be  Compelled  thereto. 

That  the  Petitioner  was  thus  constrained  to  Appear  before  the  said  Justices.  Aod 
thereupon  commended  by  them  to  take  the  oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Supremacy;  v 
in  default  thereof  was  threatened  to  be  committed  to  Prison,  unless  lie  paU  a 
Penalty  of  five  hundred  pounds. 

That  altho'  the  Petitioner  had  been  guilty  of  no  Misdemeanor  or  offence,  which 
could  authorize  such  a  procedure  against  him,  or  in  the  least  expose  tiim  to  tho 
Imputation  of  being  Dangerous  to  Government,  or  a  Disturber  of  the  Peaee,  d* 
Charge  of  that  nature  being  exhibited  against  him:  Yet  being  a  Stranger  to  the 
Laws,  and  having  no  objection  to  swear  Allegiance  to  his  Majesty,  when  called 
upon  by  Lawful  Authority;  he  Submitted  to  take  the  said  Oaths,  and  was  theniet 
at  Liberty. 

That  the  Petitioner  on  Enquiry  Is  since  Informed  that  the  said  Justices  had  bo 
Dedlmus  Potestatem  Commission  or  Authority  to  compel  him  to  take  or  anthoriia 
them  to  administer  the  said  Oaths;  But  that  ihey  being  the  heads  of  one  of  the 
Parties  who  were  In  Difference  in  the  said  Church:  And  the  said  Johannis  Harden- 
bergh being  the  Father  In  Law  of  the  said  Hermuuus  Myer,  had  under  Coloor  of 
their  Ofl3ce  arbitrarily  and  unwarrantably  assumed  and  exerted  that  Powtft 
merely  to  serve  the  purpose  of  their  Party. 

That  your  Petitioner  without  any  Just  Cause,  having  thus  been  restrained  <rf 
his  Liberty  while  he  was  In  the  Conscientious  and  Peaceable  Discharge  of  what 
he  considered  a  Christian  office  and  his  bounden  Duty,  cannot  refrain  from  Cod}* 
plaining  of  the  Insult  he  has  received,  as  being  calculated  to  terrify  him  f^"* 
the  Lawful  exercise  of  his  Function;  and  as  being  a  presumptions  perversion  tsA 
abuse  of  the  Power  Intrusted  with  the  said  Justices  for  the  Public  Good,  to 
Slnyster  and  Party  purposes. 

Wherefore  as  your  Petitioner  Humbly  conceives  the  Government  will  not  Wiifef 
those  to  remain  cloathed  with  the  Authority  of  the  Law,  who  arbitrarily  perre^ 
their  Power  to  partial  &  Illegal  purposes,  to  the  advancement  of  their  own  prlT»* 
Interest  and  sinister  Views,  and  to  the  oppression  and  abuse  of  others;  and  as  ^ 
presumes  that  the  Ministers  of  the  Blessed  Gospel  who  demean  themselves  pe*^ 
ably  and  worthily  are  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  Government,  and  ott^t  ^ 
bo  secured  In  the  exercise  of  their  function,  he  humbly  Prays  that  the  CoiO^A^ 
of  the  said  Justices  may  be  enquired  into;  And  if  they  shall  be  found  guilty  ott^ 
Matters  charged  ag^ainst  them  by  the  Petitioner,  which  he  is  ready  to  prove,  thti 
they  may  be  removed  from  their  Offices,  or  otherwise  dealt  with  as  the  ^^ 
directs. 

Gerhard  Daniel  Coct 

176(1.  May  17.  Read  in  Council  &  Order  thereupon.— Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol  ^' 
pp.  688-600. 

1766.  July  3.  Isaac  Rysdyck,  naturalized.  Council  Journal,  p.  1506.  BndolphfH 
Bltzema  at  same  time. 
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OP  Amsterdam  to  Rev,  Warmoluus  Kdypers,  op 
ACOA,  JoNE  2,  1766.     Vol.  31,  Page  297,  No.  165. 

In  answer  to  his  letter  of  Feb.  1,  1766. 
Id  Brother:— 

'i  mlBslTe  of  Feb.  1,  o(  thl«  year,  we  duly  recel»ed.  In  reply  we  wooW 
OUT  determination  to  malatBln  corretpondence  nrlth  d*  (reatly  pleaaM 
lar  Rev.  will  be  kind  enough,  to  that  end,  to  addreaa  jonr  letters  not  to 

Depntlea,  personally,  but  to  tbe  Clsaali  of  Amaterdam  or  to  lit  Depn- 
■elgn  ASaln,  It  joa  would  be  aare  of  an  aniwu.  For  It  often  ownn, 
I  written  to  one  of  tbe  Deputlea.  are  not  anawered  at  all.  as  yonr  Bct. 
to  be  the  case  with  the  one  you  wrote  to  colleagne  de  L^infe. 
evidence  of  our  wlIllDBUeBB  to  correapand  with  your  Rev.  la  thU  com- 
At  tbe  aame  time  we  encloae  for  your  Rev.  tbe  Acts  of  the  Synod 
Holland  of  tbe  prevloaa  year,  1760.  We  thank  jrouF  Rev.  for  the  report! 
incernlDg  Rev.  WlEdrlk,  yauraelf  and  yonr  church,  and  for  yonr  pmd 

re  heartily  sorry  far  the  fruItEeMDeaa  of  yonr  ministry,  ao  we  alM 
tire  that  Ood,  who  give*  strcDgtb  to  the  weary,  and  who  alone  can  fir* 
e,  may  Dt  yon  mare  and  more  for  your  double  serrlee,  and  canae  It  to 
In  the  fntnret  May  He  also  send  yon  a  colleafne  to  be  belplal  wltb 
Inlsterlns  In  the  Ooapel  In  yonr  chnrch  wltb  Inercaaed  d*alr«,  plMaiin 

e  we  shall,  at  your  request,  do  our  beat  to  aecnre  fram  tbe  Hon.  tlw 
-ectors  of  tbe  West  India  Company  tbat  yonr  Increaaed  labor  be  not 
irded,  and  that  their  BonorablFS  ell)  a  colleagne  to  be  wltb  yon  who 
reeable  to  yon,  and  wltb  tbe  bleaalBf  of  tbe  Moat  HIgb,  naefnl  In  yonr 

lend  your  Rev.  and  your  cbureb  to  tbe  protection  of  Ood,  and  algn  oar- 
r  Rev.  Sir  and  Brother,  Xonr  Bev'*  obedient  letvaut,  nt  supra 
,  written  June  2.  1766. 
bed,  June  B,  1T6«  following. 

Church  op  New  York. 
Eopaire.     Salaries,  without  subscriptions. 

New  York.  Jnne  ITtb,  ITOO. 
'  held  after  calling  on  Ood'a  name. 

mmlttee  to  enquire  Into  tbe  means  of  meeting  the  expense  of  r«biilld- 
Cburch  and  reuewlug  the  Tower,  especially  tbe  latter,  reported:  tbat 
VDUld  Dot  allow  the  Tower  to  be  set  upon  the  roof  as  now,  but  tbe 
ODid  be  maaoDed  up  from  the  grouod,  ootslde  of  the  front  wnlls,  and 
our  or  Qve  fert  la  the  church.  This  was  unanimously  approved. 
'  meaus:  altbough  there  Is  not  above  £200  In  tbe  treasury,  there  Is  a 
enough  coming  In  by  tbe  time  It  la  wanted,  and  therefore  It  was  not 
0  delay  the  undertaklug.  The  committee  were  cbarged  wltb  Its  eiecn- 
be  addlllou  of  Elders  Livingston  and  Herring. 

'  Rlttema  suggpslpd  whether  It  would  not  be  well  tbat  the  congregation 
publicly  dlachurgcd  from  tbe  subscription  for  tbe  Dutch  ministers, 
pproved.  and  he  was  requested  to  prepare  tbe  document  thereon,  to  b« 
>llc.    This  was  done  and  It  tbus  reads: 

To  tbe  Christian  Congregation: 

atDce  of  the  favor  o(  Heaven  to  tbla  congregation,  by  meana  of  Its 

,  tbe  Consistory  dnila  Ilielf  at  present  able  to  pay  tbelr  Dntc\i  in\n\«- 
It  asking  anything  from  tbe  congregations.    They  are  U»i«toTe  beTcti) 
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publicly  ditcharged  from  their  subtcriptlons,  and  thanked,  with  the  wUh  that  dc 
diiaater  ahall  befall  na  by  which  we  shall  be  constrained  to  reaort  again  to  thi 
congregation.    Reaoived  in  conalatory  June  17,  176<i. 

J.  BltMma,  p.  t.  PrMldent 
S.  That  the  week  aerrice  ahall  be  aaapended  till  the  next  commnnioQ. 

Signed  ate, 

J.  Bltaema,  p.  t.  Prcridttt 

New    Tork,   Jone  Mtk.  17HL 
Oonalatory  held  after  calling  on  God*8  name. 

Tha  reaolntion  of  Jnne  17th,  in  reference  to  the  bnilding  of  the  Tower  tt  tftt 
weat  end  of  the  church,  has  brought  out  rarioua  obatadea.  To  remore  tbea,  tt 
waa  reaolyed  to  build  at  the  Baat  end,  and  then  to  take  away  tha  octagoa  tad 
make  the  wall  atralght,  and  to  proceed  therein  with  all  poaaible  dlligenee. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  RitMma,  p.  t.  PrtaldMt 

Naw  Tork,  July  %  ITHL 
Conalatory  held  etc 

The  Conalatory  again  conatdered  their  action  aa  to  the  building  of  tlie  Ttmm, 
the  committee  finding  difflcultlea  therein.  So  in  Tiew  of  both  methoda  It  watit 
laat  unanimoualy  reaoived  to  build  it  where  the  porch  la  and  to  go  on  with  It  il 
once. 

J.  Bltaema,  p.  t.  PreaMiaL 

Co&KESPONDBNOE  FrOM  AmERIOA. 

Rev.  Lambertus  De  Ronde  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  July  8, 

1766. 

New  Tork  July  8,  im 
Worthy  Gentlemen  and  Much  Reapected  Brethren: — 

Your  letter  and  the  Acta  Synodi  Noord  Hollandiae  came  to  hand  In  good  of^ 
Inasmuch  as  there  is  a  Teasel  now  lying  in  readiness  to  depart  for  AnistenUB» 
and  not  having  received  a  special  answer  to  my  individual  lettera,  I  thooflit  It 
necessary  to  examine  your  letters,  etc.  at  once.  This  waa  done  with  the  appcoYtl 
of  my  colleague.  Uitzema.  before  reading  them  in  the  meeting,  which  geaenUf 
approves  of  this  course  of  procedure.  I  wished  to  see  whether  there  was  aoythios 
therelD  demanding  a  speedy  answer.  This  I  found  to  be  the  case,  for  there  wii 
reference  to  me,  personally,  for  having  occasionally  preached  in  English  in  addltkis 
to  my  regular  services. 

I  am  sorry  that  you  did  not  receive  more  light  from  my  communication  in  ret^ 
ence  to  that  matter.     It  Is  my  opinion  that  if  the  letters  of  the  consistory  of  Nc^ 
York  are  read  again,  In  conjunction  with  my  own.  reasons  therefor  will  be  tovni 
In  those  communications.     We  are  in  a  land  that  Is  filled  with  all  sorts  of  errortots: 
where  the  English  language  also  has  now  the  upper  hand,  and  is  therefore  tbe  belt 
understood.     This  is  the  reason   that  the  Consistory  of  New  York   wrote  for  *^ 
English  preacher.     I  do  not  In  tbe  least  Interfere  with  htm  (Laidlie)  in  his  prcscb* 
Ing:  nor  do  1  preach  In  English  in  our  own  (New  York)  churches;  therefore  I  oeftf 
come  In  his  path.     But  sometimes,  once  or  twice  a  year,  I  preach  In  Englisb  wbeD 
I  am  out  of  the  city  and  am  Invited  to  do  so.     My  preaching  happens  to  be  for  tbs 
Presbyterians,  whose  doctrine,  so  far  as  I  dally  observe,  agreea  with  ours  In  *^ 
the  Articles  of  the  Faith.     Thia  also  Is  evident  from  the  Weatminater  ConfessioD 
of  Faith.     Notwithstanding  the  prejudices,  then,  which  othera  may  try  to  excite 
in  you  on  this  account,  I  preach  only  at  the  bouses  of  those  who  are  desirous  to 
hear  the  Word  of  God  explained  in  a  scriptural  way,  and  try  to  Impreaa  it  on  thMf 
mlnda.     Thia  is  not  done  with  closed,   but  with  open  doors.     And  although  th^ 
fllngllah  language  is  not  my  mother  tongue,  this  does  not  hinder  me,  but  that  I  ma/' 
by  unwearied  labor,  with  the  object  I  have  in  view,  present  and  deftod  tbe  po^ 
trnth  In  Christ 
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bla  lancnage  cuiiwt  bnt  become,  b;  the  blMClos  of  God,  ai  <■■;  ■■  the  Latlo 
«  a  ProTaaar,  for  Initmctlng,  tpeaklns  and  dlBpntltis;  nor  can  I  see  tbat  I 
>  maj  well-fi«iiiiae4  offence  br  tbe  neo  ot  It.  And  my  brotbei  wbo  holdi  to  tlM 
M  daetrin*,  and  has  tba  cama  pni«  objects  In  view  a>  I  mraelf  have,  ousbt  to  b« 
1  to  bars  a  co-worker  In  bnlldtni  np  tbe  walla  ot  ZIon,  Id  017  opinion,  thia  ll 
7  dttTerent  from  meddllnf  Id  tbe  alTalra  of  another,  and  thereby  being  claaaed 
one  the  erll-doen.  For  I  an  called,  aa  wall  as  he.  to  the  dntlea  of  this  mlnUtrr 
the  Lord;  and  ao  the  Clawla  Itself  writes— tbe  langnsge  does  not  prodnce  any 
mi*  In  the  nlatlon  of  the  Ooapel  mlnlatrj  to  the  Clasali.  And  that  the  me  of 
(lUb  aboDld  hare  been  one  of  the  reaeona  that  prevented  onr  conaletorj  from 
idlaf  delesatea  to  our  "  Sebordlnated  Hecttnga "— tbe  Conferentle  Meetlng»-U 
I  trne,  bat  the  contiaiy  appeara.  For  long  before  I  preached  In  BosHah  occ«- 
mtBj,  thaj  refnaed  to  do  this,  and  were  oppoeed  to  attending  anr  ecclesiastical 
Mdngi  except  their  own  ConalstoTj  meetlogi.  Bat  their  criticising  me.  and  their 
■n-flndlng.  aeem  to  arise  aolel;  from  the  (act.  that  we  do  not  anbrnlt  onraelrea 
their  opInloD.  and  ao  break  np  thoaa  "Subordinated  eitrs  Meeting*"  (of  the 
wfcreDtle)  and  be  qnJte  Independent.  This.  Indeed.  Is  the  ceil  object,  however 
nh  It  maj  be  eoreled  op. 

1  lapeat  It  once  again.  Worthy  Sirs:— If  I  had  neglected  my  lerrlces  In  th« 
■attb  language,  I  would  bsTO  to  Inatlfy  myself  before  the  Conatatory:  bnt  since 
)H(Orm  ny  dntlea  therein—  althongb  with  mnch  Imperfection,  which  I  dally 
•litre  before  tbe  throne  of  Ood—  since  I  perform  all  the  duties  of  an  Efvangellst, 
•tag  diligent  In  season  and  oat  of  aeason,  studying  nlgbt  and  day.  completely  cob- 
Klited  to  the  serrlce  of  my  Uiiter,  preschlng  and  catechising  In  the  Dutch  lau- 
Mge.  onght  any  one  to  find  tanlt  that  occaalonally  I  spend  an  boar  elsewhere. 
■tiUe  of  my  eiact  call.  In  order  to  beaeflt  other*  who  do  not  very  well  ander- 
UM  Dntcbt  How  Is  It  possible  for  sny  one.  who  loves  the  welfare  of  ZIon,  to 
AJcct  to  my  occasional  aerrlce  In  Bnglleh.  And  eepeclally  since  Rev.  I>aldlle  can- 
Nt  40  all  the  work  alone! 

Be,  therefore,  with  our  Oonslatory.  appointed  a  Dutch  tailor  as  a  catecblat  In 
Itflth,  altbough  thia  man  had  never  before  done  any  such  work:  Instead  ot  aiilgn- 
ht  lUi  Important  work  to  his  colleague,  who  bad  actually  been  engaged  In  tbat 
>>rt  betora  his  (Rer.  Laldlle'a)  arrival.  That  their  charges  appear  as  altogether 
Htuded.  And  If  tbe  CIbisIb  taken  sldee  with  them,  as  appears  to  me  probable 
Cm  roar  letter  to  onr  "Conferentle  UeeCIng",  then  inch  a  course  Is.  Id  my  opinion, 
Iktnua  way  to  oppress  still  further  their  old  and  worn  out  ministers,  and  to  pat 
■Wieles  Id  tbe  way  ot  other  necessary  mattera. 

I  tepa  tbat  the  CIbbbIi  will  eiamlne  this  matter  more  carefnily.  and  give  00 
MMragement  to  these  things,  much  lose  to  binder  preaching  of  the  pure  doctrines 
'*nt  they  may  be  useful.  No  oar  can  accnae  me  of  unfalthfolness  to  my  call, 
Mtkat  1  have  given  any  offense  by  tny  walk  and  conveiaatlon.  I  have  aonght, 
^  "«  Ciace  of  Ood.  to  crown  my  doctrine  with  a  holy  life,  ao  very  necessary  In  a 
WMn.  Aa  to  all  other  things.  I  think  I  am  In  duty  bound  to  obey  my  Master 
<nkn  than  men,  I  shall  endeavor  to  go  forward  In  the  work  ot  my  particular 
MMnty.  to  which  I  have  been  called;  and  It,  between  tlmea,  I  see  a  door  opened 
*^li*re,  to  do  good  to  the  soula  of  men.  let  no  one  take  It  amiss  tbat  I  do  not 
•WtWlt 

OOKernlng  special  services  In  prlvste  houses— I  have  felt  obliged  to  Klve  these 
^  bteiaae  tbe  people  were  Intimidated  by  tbe  opposition  ot  our  CoDslstory.  But 
*■  'mi  as  I  am  requested  by  the  Supervisors  of  tbe  Poor  House  to  preach  to  the 
>*T,  fvery  sli  or  seven  weeks.  In  Bngllsb,  In  turns,  with  tbe  other  mlnlateta,  I 
^'fM  10  conllnne  fn  this  wnrk.  Also  the  Conatf^tory  has  nothing  against  tbla 
'"unment.  only  that  I  preach  the  "Word"  to  otber  people.  Xea.  they  an 
•Kwilj  pleased  with  It. 

">*  regarding  the  supplementary  remarks  wblch  I  sent  over  to  you  tin  refeT' 
*M  to  my  Book)  I  am  astonished  at  tbe  answer  yoa  make  to  them.  I  am  also 
""^  tileved  Id  my  spirit  to  hear  that  there  are  sentiments  therein  that  look  sas- 
•"••ua  For  that  Book  Is  In  perfect  conformity  with  oar  doctrines.  No  one  ot  the 
*""■  e^r  here  baa  noticed  any  Impropriety  In  It,  but  they  alt  fully  approve  It. 
'oiaK  nndeisUnd  what  Idea  the  Claasls  has  about  me.  I  do  not  And  In  other 
^Vb^  which  have  been  approved,  that  the  Classls  acted  ao  pt«clselj.  Has  >Mi 
*•  *  yofl  ever  found  any  beteroitoiy  in  meT    On  the  contraij,  tbe  liort  iKm""* 
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how  I  watch  afraiuKt  all  inconilng  heresies.     The  Lord  has.  Indeed,  ever  preserved 
mj  heart,  among  many  sorts  of  errors,  and  has  not  allowed  me  to  depart  from  the 
faith  oDoc  delivered  to  the  saints.     Yet  now  I  am  charged  In   som«  degree  wit^ 
heresy,    although    you    write   you    cannot    discover   any    particular   heresy.    Well. 
Worthy  Gentlemen,  well-meaning,  no  doubt.  In  your  remarks,  yet  to  what  purpoM 
serve  theyV     Some  things  In  his  Hook  are  suspicious,  and  the  author  aught  to  lure 
expressed  himself  more  clearly!     Thus  you  make  an  orthodox  minister,  and  your 
ministerial  brother,  suspected  by  a  malignant   world  when  they  hear  this.    Thv 
also  his  teachings  are  rendered  useless.  eH|>eclally  among  so  many  who  are  ml 
errorlsts.  but  who  will  be  led  to  think  from  this,  that  they  are  in  the  right  ud 
will  draw  wrong  Inferences.     And  your  remark  makes  me  even  suspected  by  my  owi  ; 
ministerial  brethren  in  our  meetings,  who  will  now.  for  a  second  time,  hear  yonr  J 
remarks  on  the  "  C-ompendlum "  published  by  me. 

But  when*  Is  the  heresy?  Wherein  is  there  anything  against  the  Word  of  God, 
or  our  own  Formulas?  Tell  me  where  It  1h.  iM>lnt  it  out  to  me.  and  I  will  rectnt 
But  please  do  not  write  again  of  a  thing's  being  questionable,  without  plainly 
showing  wherein  it  consists,  for  such  remarks  excite  prejudices.  Do  you  wut 
further  satisfaction?  Then  put  your  opinions  in  writing,  in  accordance  with  off 
standards,  and  send  them  to  me.  I  am  willing  to  subscribe  to  them;  but  I  pny 
you  do  not  oast  suspicions  on  your  brother,  who  is  plotting  neither  evil  nor  deerit 
v^  Rather  should  the  Classis  be  rejoiced  to  see.  tliat  there  are  yet  some  faitlifol  watel- 

men  who  defend  the  doctrines  both  by  word  of  mouth,  and  by  the  pen.  even  wklli 
enduring  contempt,  scorn  and  oppression.  It  appears  that  such  must  be  tretttl 
with  severity,  while  those  who  are  evil  disposed  towards  Zlon.  are  allowed  to  kt 
considered  In  the  right,  according  to  their  writings;  while  I  did  evil,  by  Gommoii- 
catlng  the  Word  to  others,  according  to  the  ability  given  me  by  Ood. 

Such  doings.  Noble  Gentlemen,  do  not  encourage  one  in  the  perfonnance  of  dntyt 
but  quench  the  spirit,  and  tend  to  produce  slothful  hands  and  feeble  kneet.  I 
therefore  pray  you  to  examine  the  matter  again  and  more  carefully,  and  send  no. 
personally,  an  answer,  that  the  world  may  not  suspect  me.  and  that  my  labor  bU 
not  be  In  vain;  and  that  I  may  not  be  compelled  to  leave  the  church  in  wklefc  I 
have  officiated  now  for  more  than  sixteen  years,  and  that  not  without  fruit;  thsoks 
be  to  God  to  whom  all  the  glory  belongs. 

The  other  matters  in  your  letter  will  be  read  to  the  brethren  as  soon  as  we  H* 
able  to  hold  a  meeting,  and  an  answer  will  then  be  sent  to  you.  I  will  now  bav« 
to  close,  with  the  kind  re<iuest  that  you  will  not  take  it  111  In  me  that  I  defend 
myftelf  in  a  matter  of  such  great  importance;  since  a  gooi\  name  is  better  thft^ 
pre<'Iou8  ointment.  I  bcsoech  the  blessing  of  Jehovah  upon  your  persons,  yoitf 
services  and  your  m«»<'tlnK8.     With  all  rei<p<»ct  I  have  the  honor  of  calling  myself 

Most  Worthy  Gentlemen,  and  Highly  Respected  Brethren. 

Your  honor's  servant  and  brother, 

Lambertus  De  Ronde- 

P.  S.  There  are  pcvoral  things  mentioned  In  your  letter  that  do  not  In  the  lea«* 
relate  to  our  Confereutle  Ansembly.  They  are  matters  which  have  never  b«*" 
before  our  Aa8«»mbly;  which  n»lnte  to  this  city,  to  this  church  with  Its  Consistory; 
also  to  my  book,  which  belonjrs  only  to  the  consideration  of  the  ('^latiKi:}.  I  wonW. 
therefore,  kindly  request  that  hereafter  yon  would  write  us  i>rlvately  about  that, 
so  that  the  Ignorant  and  the  uneducated,  such  as  the  former-elders,  may  not  al^o*« 
your  reniarks,  attending  our  ABseniblles,  as  they  do;  and  that  I,  being  innocent' 
may  not  be  the  sul»J«*ct  of  their  abuse,  as  though  I  had  committed  some  tn?a5on— 
**  Crimen  laesae  Majestatis." 

Nor  can  I  very  well  leave  another  point  in  your  letter  unanswered,  namely:  TW 
the  RO-calltMl  Pppsbyterlans,  in  New  Jersey,  are  seeking  a  Professor  for  tlK*" 
Academy:  that  one  has  already  been  invited,  the  brethren  of  the  Coetus  having 
been  invited  to  co-operate,  and  thus  they  would  call  a  Professor  for  them. 

He  who  wrote  this  to  you,  la  not  well  Informed  on  these  matters.     I  am  roy^*- 
one  of  the  Trustees  or  (.-urators  of  that  Academy:  but,  I  must  inform  you,  th*^ 
do  not  know  anything  about  such  a  matter.     It  is,  indeed,  possible,  that  they  i^^ 
have  written  for  a  "Professor  Theologiao"  for  their  Academy,  without  any  P*^ 
ticular  reference  to  those  who  call  themselves  the  Coetus,  with  whom  they  b*^ 
oever  jet  consulted  on  such  a  matter.     They  may  have  wished  to  show  to  to^ 
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rid.  and  eipeclslly  to  the  Datcb  dlTlnel,  bow  MalonB  thej  were  far  the 
rinea  of  the  Gospel,  and  that  ther  woald  desire  uothlDg  better  than  tbat 
.Icea  betwecD  tbe  Datcb  BDd  PreBbTterlana  sboald  be  remored:  tbat  tbey 
ID  at  one  and  tbe  lame  end.  namelr.  tbe  exteniloo  of  tbe  Kingdom  of 
1  aleo  wlab  that  there  mlgbt  be  fooad  among  tbe  Dntcb  aucb  love  and 
:b  seal  aod  pletj,  bb  eilat  among  tbe  PreabrterlBDS,  not  "so-called"  but 
lans  In  rerj  deed— pure  CelTlnlsts.  For  amoDK  tbem.  those  who  become 
are  deposed.  If  the;  coDtlnue  In  error;  aod  It  mlntsters  are  proved  Knllt; 
eked  deeds,  the;  are  not  passed  orer  In  silence,  but  the;  are  rebuked,  and 
Bclpllne  la  eierclsed  upon  tbem.     Such  a  case  happened  among  tbem  not 

Gekman  Ebfobmed  Chdbcu,  New  Yoke. 

New  York,  9th  JnlT,  1766. 

em  preaented  a  statement  In  tbe  Bngllsb  tiangnage  of  tbe  rlia  and 
Df  oni  cbnrcb,  and  how  we  had  from  time  to  time  Inereaaed  onr  debt, 
B  read :  he  stated  tbat  when  signed,  it  woold  be  advisable  to  get  tbe  algiia- 
Dmi.  Rltzema,  Aucbmatr,  and  OgllTte;  also,  tbat  of  bla  eicellene;  tbe 
I  eondrmatlon  of  the  truth  of  tbe  statementa.  and  tben  to  aend  the  same 
1.  The  itAtement  was  accepted  and  signed  bj  all,  with  the  exception  of 
man.  Elder,  (altbougta  he  had  signed  the  same  sent  to  the  Clasala  of 
m,)  witb  the  prajer  Id  Ood.  that  be  would  add  hia  blessing, 
rm  requested  to  take  charge  of  the  same. 

Chukch  of  New  York. 

New  York.  J11I7  lOlb,  1706. 
or7  held  after  celling  on  Ood's  name. 

waa  presented  for  tbe  altering  of  tbe  Old  Church,  so  far  as  the  Inalde  Is 
It  was  DDanlmouslr  approved,  Purtber.  conaultatlon  was  had  wltb  a 
,  and  a  mason,  whether  the  stairs  to  tbe  Oallerj  could  not  convealentlj 
Id  the  Tower.  To  this  the  answer  was.  yea:  and  whether  aerrlce  coold  go 
at  hloderlng  the  Inside  work ;  to  tbie  tbe  answer  was.  yes.  So  It  was  con- 
ga OD  wltb  tbe  work  as  appedlly  as  possible.  The  Srsl  atone  of  the  Tower 
by  damlDe  Rltiema,  the  second  by  doming  de  Bonde,  and  In  SDCcesslon  by  ail 

So  done  etc., 

J.  Rltiema.  p.  L  President 

of  Accusation  against  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Dutch 
Church  in  Xow  York.     (July  22,  1766.) 
Chuhci!  of  New  York. 

De  Ronde  is  sDDoyed  by  tbe  Elders  and  Deacons  In  qnestlon ;  Inasmuch  an 
:en  requested  )>y  tbem,  althoDgh  be  Is  a  lawfully  ordained  minister,  not  to 

tbe  English  lanjniage  In  Coagregatlana  wblcb  do  not  twloag  to  as. 
}  above  named  Elders  and  Deacons  who  ere  opposed  to  tbe  preaching  of 
Ronde,  In  (lie  mnnner  "piTlled  above,  nevertbelesa  cooDtenaDce  tbe  speaking 
r  of  women  and  youag  men.  They  allow  portions  of  the  Bible  to  b* 
d  by  Bach  as  have  neither  a  commlBalon  nor  Falling  thereto.  Meeting*  are 
ch  are  intended  tor  tbe  membera  oC  a  certain  Society,  and  none  bat  tbOM 
ig  10  It.  are  admitted.  These  meetlngi  eilst  under  their  protection ;  bat  at 
time,  Bev.  De  Ronde  Is  prohibited  from  preacblng  la  other  places. 

Is  laid  to  tbe  cbsrge  not  only  of  the  preaent  Blders  snd  Deacons,  bat 
liose  who  have  previously  been  In  oHlce.  that  Ihey  elect  such  members,  aa 
led  to  Reva.  RItema  and  De  Ronde.  Id  order  that  they  may  remain  ■•  mastera 
toatlon:"  to  the  diaEaiistactiaD  of  tbe  membeta  o(  tbe  c 

Sots.  Rilienia  and  De  Ronde. 


1766 
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IV.  It  was  also  Insinuated  that  the  Elders  and  Deacons  do  not  take  proper  etre 
of  the  chnrch  property. 

These  are  grevious  accnsatlons,  and  if  they  are  true,  the  Elders  and  Deaeont  la 
Question,  oQght  to  he  called  to  account  for  their  unseemly  conduct.  If,  on  the  otbcr 
hand,  they  are  false  it  is  highly  necessary  that  this  charge  he  taken  from  their 
shoulders. 

But,  inasmuch  as  the  Elders  and  Deacons  in  question,  know  of  no  persons  better 
able  to  Judge  of  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  these  accusations,  than  those  minlstot 
themselyes.  It  is  their  humble,  but  earnest  petition,  that  the  Bt  Rev.  QenUegia, 
Bltzema,  De  Ronde  and  Laidlie,  declare  before  the  Consistory,  whether  tlieit 
accusations  are  true  or  false.  If  true,  let  them  glye  eTidence.  If  fftlse,  let  the* 
declare  the  abovenamed  Elders  and  Deacons,  innocent ;  and  let  them  sign  their  diumi 
to  a  written  declaration  of  such  innocence. 

New  York,  July  22nd,  1706. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  mentioned  petition,  we  the  undersigned,  do  hefdnf 
declare,  that,  as  far  as  we  know,  the  Hon.  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reforoid 
Church  of  the  City  of  New  York  are  entirely  innocent  of  the  charges  prefemA 
against  them,  in  the  foregoing  Articles. 

Signed        Joan.  Bitiema 

Archibald  Ltidlie. 
The  aboTA  is  a  true  Copy. 
(On  the  back  of  original  Mss.) 

Articles  of  accusation  against  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Dutch  Reforactf 
Church  in  New  York.  Upon  these  they  ask  for  a  declaration  from  the  ministen  if 
said  church,  whether  they  are  guilty  or  Innocent. 

A  true  Copy. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Synodaxla,  1766. 

Orange  Nassau.  Art.  7.  The  Classis  recommends  this  lemmas 
by  continuance,  to  the  Messrs.  Deputies,  and  wishes  cordially  that 
the  most  precious  blessings  from  the  All-SuflBcient  God  may 
steadily  abide  upon  the  Princely  House  of  Orange  and  Nassau; 
and  that  the  solemn  induction  of  his  Illustrious  Highness  into  the 
assumption  of  the  high  functions  of  the  Hereditary  Stadtllolde^ 
ate,  may  be  followed  by  the  most  auspicious  results;  so  thatLann 
and  Church,  Religion  and  Liberty,  may  florish  for  length  of  years 
imder  his  faithful  rule ;  and  that  his  Highness  may  continuously 
experience,  until  a  gray  old  age,  the  love,  the  esteem,  and  the 
confidence  of  a  happy  people,     xiv.  85. 

0 

Synodalia,  1766. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey.  Art.  47.  The  Classis  has  noth- 
ing further  to  report  to  the  Synod  as  to  New  York  and  New 
Jersey,     xiv.  97. 


OP  THE  State  op  New  York,  4067 

<OBj>s  OF  Tbai>b  to  Governor  Moobe  on  Chastsb  fob  Pbbsby- 

TEBIAN  ChUBCH  OF  NbW  YoBK. 

Whitehall,  July  29,  1786. 
Mr : — 

His  Majesty  haying  been  pleased  by  an  order  in  Conncil  to  refer  to  us  for  our 

Consideration  and  Report  a  Petition  of  the  present  Ministers  of  the  Presbyterian 

Church  in  the  City  of  New  York  praying  to  be  incorporated  by  a  Charter  under  tlia 

■eal  of  the  ProTince  of  New  York  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  the  said  Petition. 

^e   think    it    necessary    (not   only   from   a   Consideration   of   the   Nature   of   the 

Petition  in  geueral  but  also  as  It  refers  to  a  like  application  formerly  made  by  the 

•aid  Ministers  to  Lieutenant  Governor  De  Lancy  and  to  proceedings  had  thereupon) 

to  send  yon  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  said  Petition,  desiring  that  you  will,  after 

baring  communicated  it  to  the  Council  for  such  adyice  ft  Information  as  they  may 

be  able  to  giye  you  upon  it,  report  to  us  in  the  fullest  manner,  the  present  State  and 

Condition  of  this  Protestant  Establishment,  and  also  all  the  Proceedings  upon  the 

Petition  alledged  to  haye  been  presented  in  the  administration  of  Mr.  Delancy,  and 

the  reasons  why  such  Petition  did  not  proceed  at  that  time,  with  your  opinion 

whether  from  any  particular  circumstance  in  the  present  state  of  the  Proyince  of 

Kew  York,  there  are  any  objections  to  Complying  with  a  Request,  which  in  ttm 

Ceneral  and   abstracted  yiew  of   it  appears  to   us   to  be  no  ways  Improper  or 

unreasonable. 

We  are  Sir  your  most  obedient  Seryants, 

Dartmouth 
John  Roberts 
Wm.  Fitsherbert 
Palmerston. 
—Doc.  Hist  N.  Y.  Vol.  ill,  p.  803. 
(See  March  18,  1706.) 

Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holi-and,  July  29-Aug.  7, 1766. 

Vol.  65. 

Abtigi«e  47. — ^Pennsylvania. 

4.  They  were  most  earnestly  warned  about  the  folly  of  their  efforts,  and  shoirn 
^ow  dissdyantageous  it  was  to  them  to  withdraw  themselyes  from  subordination  to 
the  Netherlands  churches,  and  to  want  to  organize  Classes  and  Synods  among  them- 
idTes.  A  copy  also  was  sent  them  of  the  Action  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland, 
1788  which  had  been  handed  to  the  Commissioner  from  New  York,  where  also  the 
formation  of  a  Classls  was  contemplated. 


Article  48. — New  Yobk  and  New  Jersey. 

Their  Hon.  Mightinesses  had  no  remarks  to  offer  on  this  Article. 
The  Corresponding  Delegates  haye  nothing  about  It  In  their  Acts. 
The  Deputies  and  all  the  Classes  are  waiting  for  news  from  Amsterdam  and 
recommend  this  matter  to  the  Deputies. 

Chuboh  of  New  Yobk. 

New  York,  August  6th,  1766. 

It  was  rssolyed  that  the  £100.  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  be  taken  tor  the 
building  of  the  Old  Church.  Also  that  in  the  coming  week  the  Treasurer  shall  iffi^ 
if  he  can  obtain  the  interest  already  due  from  L.  Morria,  and  ot!h«ta\  a.i[i^  M  tv^V 


1706 


1766 
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then  the  committee  shall  endeavor  to  take  np  the  needful  sum  on  Interest  and  sire 
therefore  a  bond  which  shall  be  signed  by  the  rresldi-nt  and  two  Elders,  in  the  name 
of  the  consistory. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  RltienuL 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  About  Octoiier  1766. 

Opponents  of  Rev.  II.  Mever  to  the  Claris  of  Amsterdam,  August 

13,  17G6.     Vol.  33,  page  120.     Xo.  391. 

(Abstract) 

Letter,  written  Ang.  18,  1760,  by  Rev.  Preyenmoet.  V.  f>.  ^f.  at  fJvlngston  Manor, 
etc.  and  Rev.  Cock,  V.  D.  M.,  at  the  Camp  of  Rhlneb(*vk  in  the  onuie  of  the  Chor^ 
Assembly  held  at  Kingston.     It  contains, 

I.  That  Rey.  Meyer  had  called  a  Meeting  of  all  the  l^nlch  churetaea  In  both 
Provinces ;  that  only  snch  of  the  ministers  as  count  themselres  to  be  members  of 
the  Coetns,  were  In  attendance,  at  Kingston,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1766;  tbmt  tlM 
Acts  of  the  Kingston  consistory  were  condemned,  and  the  action  of  Ber.  Moyor  WM 
jnstlfled.     Also 

II.  That,  In  the  place  of  Rev.  Meyer,  another  pastor  and  teacher  ahonld  bo.a«t 
In  accordance  with  the  accompanying  Call,  and  that  he  be  sent  over  ooon. 

They  close  wishing  us  God's  best  blessings. 
With  this  letter  was  enclosed 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  August  20th,  1766. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

1.  (This  ontry  In  the  original  Dutch  Record  Is  carefully  erased.     Page  858.) 

2.  Two  !)OD(I.s  wore  presented,  one  to  Mr.  Jas.  Van  Antwerp  for  £300;  the  otbei 
to  Mr.  James  launcey  for  £500.  These  were  ordered  to  be  sealed  with  the  oeol  of 
the  corporatloD. 

3.  Resolved.  That  the  wall  of  the  Old  Church  along  the  street,  which  la  too  weak 
to  stand  and  must  be  taken  down,  should  be  extended  eight  feet  farther  toward  the 
street ;  and  the  opportunity  thus  given  should  be  used  to  put  the  stairs  leading  to 
the  Gallery  on  the  outside  of  the  Tower,  and  not  within. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltsema,  p.  t  Presidont. 

liKV.    1  Teh  MA  MS    ilKYKR   TO    TUB    ClASSIS   OF    AMSTERDAM,    AuO. 

21,  ITOr,.     Vol.  33,  Page  104.     Xo.  303. 

(Abstract.) 

A  letter  from  Rev.  Hermanns  Meyer,  minister  at  Kingston,  Ang.  21,  1766. 

He  complains  about  the  Ill-treatment  put  upon  his  person  and  hia  mlnlstzy, 
by  those  of  the  consistory  at  Kingston,  and  by  the  neighboring  mlnlstera,  Frejen- 
moet  and  Cock;  and  seeks  to  Justify  his  conduct,  without,  however,  snbordlnatliif 
himself  to  the  Classls.     His  Rev.  closes  his  letter  wishing  the  Classls  welL 

N.  B.  The  Classls  did  not  think  It  necessary  to  answer  this  letter;  but,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Classls,  Col.  ten  Brink  haa  written  his  Rev.  a  letter,  la  hla 
own  name.  In  a  friendly  and  fraternal  spirit.  He  exhorta  Rev.  Meyer  to  nb* 
ordinate  himself  to  the  Classls.  The  only  remit  haa  been  that  Ber.  Meyer  ooo- 
dnoea  to  refuse  the  subordination,  and  the  Claasla  haa  approved  bla  removal 
Avm  the  ministry  In  the  church  at  KincaXxm. 
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Cornelius  Cloppbr  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Arc.  23, 
1766.     Vol.  33,  Paoe  120.     Xo.  302. 


A  letter  from  ComeliuB  Clapper,  written  at  New  York,  Auk-  23.  lIWi  tn  wblch 
Urn  Hon.  promiaee  to  provide  tor  tbe  mlulsteT,  to  be  called  at  ElnKBton,  400 
■orins.  It-  be  Is  Dnmarrled,  and  OOO  florlng.  If  married — whlcb  money*  cun  be  tiad 
■■  dne  time  Irom  Ur.  Jan  Hadabon.  a  merchant  here. 

CiinKGH  OF  New  York. 
Marriage  with  deceased  wife's  sister. 

New  York,   Anguat  25tb,  ITOS. 
OoB(tatoi7  held  after  caillDg  on  Ood'a  name. 

I.  The  maTrlage  of   Ut.    Jacob    Le   Roj   witb   hia  deceaaed    wlfe'a   Bister   wa* 

li  II mill    np  aa  Inconalatent  with    iawe   bnman  and  dlrlne.    Tberenpon    ibe  Coft- 

!    ^toij    nuinlmonsir  Judged  that  be  be  denied  tbe  Lord's  Snpper  ao  long  aa  ha 

I    caatlDUea    In    this   relation;    and    that    tbe    Conslstorr    make   this   known    In    tba 

ti»deiw«t    manaei   poaalble.    and   to   tbe  leaat  Injur;   of   the  famtlr-    Tbe   Elder, 

HMcr   Lott  abalt  do  this. 

X  tThla  entiT  W  erased.    8ee  p.  S5&) 

SiKDed  tte., 

I.  Bltwma. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Lett  EOS. 

tTW,  Bept.  1.  Art.  2.  The  BeT.  Depp,  ad  res  Eiteraa  report  that  ther  hare 
icedTcd  a  letter  tram  Kev.  Bradrk,  dated  April  23.  1766,  at  New  Hackenaack,  In 
Ikv  B*me  of  the  Conrentlon.  (which  tried  Rev.  Meyer).  Tbli  body  conilsts  of 
Iba  mlDlatera  Sok,  at  the  Camp:  Frtemoet  (Freyenmoet)  at  LeTlngstonf  (LlTlng* 
Me»  Manor);  and  Bysdyk  at  (New)  Hackennack.  etc. 

AIM  *  letter  from  Ha*.  Meyer,  dated  Uay  20,  1T08,  at  EmgatoiL     xlr.  98. 

Chcbch  of  New  York. 
Efforts  to  effect  peace. 

New  York,   September.  80tb,  1T«S. 
CgarfBtWT  held  after  calllnc  on  Ood'a  name. 
I         L  The  Consistory   considering  Che   dlrlded    state  of   the  consregatlon   between 
i      tt*  ■D-called  BogllBb  and  Dntch  parties,  and  that  there  Is  a  rumor  spread  abroad 
I      ^  many,  to  which  It  feels  bound  to  pay  stCeDtlon.  that  tbe  CoDslstory  does  not  do 
I      Ha  duty  In  seeking  peace,   to  which  howerer  the  Dnteb  party  la  iQCllQed:  ther*. 
I      te*  Rnolred   to   tend   two  of   their  numlipr  to   Mr.   Abpl   Hardenbrock,    with   the 
I      |i»|ii«al  that  tt  he  be  really    lucUaed   to   peace,    a   number  of  suitable  peraona 
"      MmU  b«  appointed  by  them  In  the  name  of  the  whole  number,  to  meet  wltb  tba 
flBSMsty,  In  order  to  make  peace  on  solid  gronnds. 
t  As  persona  appointed  (by  db)  are  to  make  Mr.  Hardenbrock  nnderctand  that 
Bk  gnpoaal  does  not  come  from  fear  on  their  (our)  aide,  bat  only  from  a  con- 
4Wm  of  the  ctU  conaequences  which  tbe  annoancemept  of  tbe  a{ieclnl  verdict 
M  In*  oB  the  whole  congregation — not  peace  at  all,  but  a  perpetoal  divlslOB, 
■t  mr  with  that  lore  which  Christianity  reqolres. 
Bi  Mmb  p.  Lott,  and  Cam.  Olopper  were  appointed. 
Blgned  etc., 

Lambertns  da  Roode,  p.  t.  PrwA&nk 
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New  Tork,  October  2,  1766L 
ConBlstory  held  after  calling  on  Ood's  name. 

The  Blders  made  report  of  their  errand  to  Mr.  Hardenbrock,  to  the  effect  that 
he  could  not  trouble  himself  to  undertake  anything  tending  to  recondllatloB  ftad 
onion. 

Signed  etc, 

LambertuB  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Lbttbbs. 

1766,  Oct  6th.  Art  2  ad  3.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteraa 
read  to  the  Assembly  a  letter  to  Rev.  Rysdyk,  minister  at  (New) 
Hackensack,  etc,  which  was  approved  for  forwarding,    xiv.  101. 

CORKESPONDENCB  FrOM  AmERIGA. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Isaack  "Rjedjck^  V.  D.  IL, 
at  New  Hakkensak,  Scriba  of  the  Assembly  which  oensoi^  Mr. 
Meyer;  Oct  6,  1766.     Vol.  31,  page  278.     No.  166. 

Rev.  Sir  and  Brother: — 

We  have  safely  received  yonr  letter  as  Scriba  of  the  Conventns  held  at  Kingston 
upon  the  case  of  Mr.  Meyer,  and  the  Mlnntes  of  that  Meeting;  also  the  letters  off 
Rot.  Mr.  Fryenmoet,  and  the  said  Rev.  Meyer;  as  well  as  the  copy  of  the  so-called 
"  Precepts,*'  whereby  Rey.  Cock  was  arrested,  and  made  to  take  the  oath  of  the 
''Recocnised  RelaUon."* 

We  reply  as  follows: — Concerning  the  censure  imposed  on  Rer.  Meyer:  We 
have  pondered  the  reasons  which  induced  the  Rev.  Assembly  to  censure  him;  and 
after  mature  deliberation  and  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  we  find  them  of  such  a 
natare,  especially  when  the  matter  is  considered  In  all  its  relationa»  that  they 
mast  be  fully  Justified.  Wherefore,  on  the  request  made  to  us  by  you  in  behalf 
of  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  we  approve  the  action  taken  by  your  Assembly  as 
there  held,  in  reference  to  said  censure,  and  ratify  It  with  our  usual  seal. 

Also,  for  the  same  reasons,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  Rev.  Meyer,  if  he  con- 
tinue to  refuse  subordination,  should  be  removed,  and  another  minister  called  In 
his  place.  But  however  that  may  be,  inasmuch  as  Rev.  Meyer  In  other  respects 
has  praise  In  the  Gospel,  we  would  gladly  see  your  AsBembly  make  farther 
efforts  to  bring  this  brother,  under  God's  blessing,  to  the  right,  by  holding  before 
him  the  reasons  of  your  action;  that  you  only  censure  him  upon  the  proper  and 
continued  request  of  the  Consistory  and  the  majority  of  the  membera  of  his 
church;  that  you  did  it  most  reluctantly  and  with  great  emotion,  and  only  fdr 
urgent  reasons;  on  which  account  also  we  approve  of  it;  that  your  brotherly  affec- 
tion remains,  of  which  you  have  given  plain  proofs,  by  requesting  his  Consistory 
and  congregation,  notwithstanding  the  censure,  to  continue  his  salary;  but  that 
you  can  never  take  steps  towards  his  complete  restoration,  as  long  as  he  refuses 
subordination;  and  that  such  subordination  is  in  harmony  with  his  own  proposals 
and  promises  formerly  made  to  his  Consistory,  as  well  as  consistent  with  his 
civil  oath;  for  Rev.  Cock  has  taken  the  same  oath,  and  yet  remains  subordinate. 

With  such  arguments  as  these,  one  of  our  beloved  brethren  here,  to  whom  Rer. 
Meyer  has  written  on  this  subject,  will  endeavor,  though  not  officially  In  oar 
name,  to  induce  him  to  submit,   so  as  to  prevent.  If  possible,  his  removal.     We 
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wonld  atoo  like  to  know  what  actloD  tbe  AsKmblr  or  all  tbt  Nartb  American 
Dntch  Reformed  Chnrcbea,  called  togetber  bj  Rer.  Uejer  baa  ukeo  In  bla  caac. 
We  expect  al*o.  that  YOU.  b;  thp  tnlre  of  Qod.  vlli  contlaue  to  defend  and 
lain  tbe  eatabllabed  Cbnrch  Order,  prudeally  and  courBKeoDSir.  bearing  all 
insa  patlentlr.  and  even  doing  good  to  your  enemlee. 

Iiulij,  we  lUank  joii  henrilir  for  jour  wiahed-ror  hleaslngB  npoD  na,  and  we 
V  that  the  aame  mar  be  granted  riohir  to  rourselrea.  to  jour  famlileB  and 
char«br«.  Uajr  tbe  (lod  of  ill  srace.  who  hath  called  you  nalo  ni(  eternal  glorr, 
br  CbrlM  Jeana.  after  that  ;e  bare  aallered  awblle  make  you  perfect,  Btabllsb, 
rtiengtbcD  joa.  To  Him  be  glor;  and  domloloD  forever  and  ever.  Amen. 
Btc,  etc. 

■Bia,  Amaterdam,  Oct.  i,  1T6S. 

Chukch  of  Ne:w  Yoek. 

New  Vork,  October  9tb,  VIM. 
J  beld  after  calling  on  God'a  name. 
Twelve  anlclea  were  read,  to  be  proposed  to  tbe  brctbren  nnw  at  Tarlanee.    Upon 
IkMe  tb«  Conilatorj  la  Inclined  to  end  all  dlapute  and  eatabllsb  a  Brm  and  Itatlof 
IMC*.     Tbeee  were  approved   by   (be  Conalslorj   In   tbe   bope  and  eipettatlon   tbat 
a  the  dealred  end  would  be  ea'aed.     Further,  Bcaolved  Ibat  thew  Artlclea  ataoiild 
to  Inaerled  ward  [or  word  In  the  cburcb-book,  and  tbat  tbe  Eldera  Llvingatoa  and 
Oopper  deliver  them  to  tbe  oppoaloE  patty. 
Signed  etc.. 

l«inbettuB  de  Bonde,  p.  t.  Preaident. 

A&TicLES   OF    Peace  Proposed   by   the   Consistory   to   tiib 
"  Dutch  Party,"  Oct.  0,  1766. 

Artlele*  propoeed  b;   the  preient  CooBUIory   of   t 
OtJ  <tf  New  York  to  compose  tbe  dlapute  now  eilatlnf 

I.  Tbe  Rev.  Arcblbald  Laldlle  la  recoRnlied  by  botb  parlies  as  a  mlnlater  In  fnll 
eMBmanlon  of  aald  cburch,  the  BSme  la  tlie  present  Dutch  minlsLet.  Still  be  abail 
■Bt  bavc  the  leaat  enjoyment  or  cootrol  of  the  church-estales  glTen  and  conflrmed 
tw  Ibe  anpport  of  the  Dutch  mlDlstera,  but  shall  receive  his  salary  from  tbe  aub- 
•olplteDa  wblch  have  been  or  berealtcr  eball  be  made  for  tbat  parpoae.  unleaa  tbe 
MbKrIptlona  ihould  fall  abort,  In  whlcb  caae  the  deOclency  eball  be  made  up  out 
tf  the  cotltctlooa  at  tbe  Gngllab  aervlce. 

1.  Although  Ibe  cburch-eatalea  given  for  tbe  support  of  the  Dutch  ministers  are 
■fctently  secored  for  tbil  end  by  tbe  wills  of  tbe  respective  tesutors.  the  Charter, 
■*  tt*  Act  of  Assembly,  yet  every  one  who  may  hereafter  lie  chosen  to  cburch  offlce 
*all  be  obliged  when  he  aubacrlbea  the  book  for  the  salary  of  the  Dutch  njlDlstera, 
M  tM  Mmaelf  tbat  he  will  use  none  u!  tbe  church  esUlea  above  mentioned  directly 
WMltrctly.  (or  the  behoof  of  the  English  aervlce. 

I  Tbe  collections  made  as  well  at  the  EuRtlah  as  at  (be  Dutch  aervlce  aball  h« 
■Ukt  tor  tbe  support  of  the  poor  members  of  (be  coD^rcKatlon  n«  cuslomarj;  and 
Alt  mulns  over  of  tbe  EDgUah   colleclloo   shall   be  for   the  use  of  tbe   Engllah 

'  Thf  EneKsh  nervlre  shall  rnntlnuo  fixed  for  morning  and  evening  in  tbe  (Jew 
<^att  as  la  now  nanal. 

9.  If  heraafler  the  English  brethren  shall  see  fit  to  call  another  minister  to 
PtiA  la  Enicllsh  he  must  be  commissioned  according  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
l^reb  of  Holland. 

L  Ibet  the  Conaistory  regrets  tbe  present  division  In  the  conKreRatlon,  and  are 
"tj  m  tbelr  aide  to  remove  It.  end  fclve  all  passible  sadafacdan  to  tbe  oppoalng 
^^«a,  ther  agree  that  the  so-called  Dutch  brethren  may  at  the  neit  election 
W»"t  tVit  peraona  for  Elders,  eUht  for  Deacona.  and  four  for  Church  *A».Bt,ev», 
*■  if  «Ud  double  number  the  ConalKDry  promtacB  to  chooie  tout  E,\aevB,  toit 
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Deacons,  and  two  Church  Masters  to  serve  In  the  Old  Church,  and  not  be  booDd 
to  change  plans  from  the  Old  to  the  New  as  Is  now  usual,  but  to  hart  thdr 
freedom  therein ;  which  persons  so  chosen  shall  every  year  (until  It  Is  agreed  t» 
mutual  satisfaction  otherwise)  propose  their  successors  to  be  chocm  by  the  whole 
consistory  in  their  place ;  and  of  the  Elders  and  Deacons  so  chosen,  one  half  sbill 
go  out  of  office  after  one  year's  service,  so  as  to  pave  the  way  for  choosing  wxj 
year  one  half  new  members  of  consistory,  according  to  the  old  custom  of  thli 
Congregation. 

7.  There  shall  always  be  four  Elders  and  six  Deacons,  and  two  Churdi  Maiten 
for  the  service  in  the  New  Church,  of  whom  one  Elder,  and  two  Deacons  shsll  bi 
chosen  at  the  next  election  by  the  present  Consistory ;  two  Elders  and  three  Deteoss 
shall  yearly  go  out  of  office  in  the  New  Church,  and  an  equal  number  of  acv 
Elders  and  Deacons  together  with  the  necessary  Church  Masters,  s  ..\l\  in  place  of 
the  outgoing  members,  be  proposed  by  the  Elders  and  Deacons  doing  service  there, 
to  be  chosen  by  the  whole  Consistory  as  in  the  foregoing  Article ;  and  thni  fron 
year  to  year  one  half  shall  go  out  and  be  chosen,  so  long  as  it  is  agreed  to  mutoal 
satisfaction. 

8.  If  any  Elder,  Deacon,  or  Church  Master  should  die  before  the  day  of  annoil 
election,  whether  of  the  Old  or  New  Consistory,  another  shall  be  chosen  In  hit  place 
as  is  stated  in  Articles  6th  and  7th. 

9.  The  persons  thus  chosen  for  the  Old  Church  and  the  New  Church  shall  ml* 
one  consistory  in  name  and  fact,  and  be  one  body  according  to  the  Charter,  and  tkt 
Act  of  Assembly  concerning  our  congregation ;  and  further,  all  new  CoDslttoriei 
shall  be  alike  ordained  in  one  church,  and  by  one  form,  as  always  hitherto  htf 
been  the  case. 

10.  The  election  and  nomination  of  new  Consistories  shall  always  be,  and  rcaalt 
in  the  Ruling  Consistory,  as  has  always  been  customary,  according  to  the  ConatltB' 
tlon  of  our  church. 

11.  The  suit  brought  against  the  Consistory  by  Mr.  Abel  Hardenbrock  shall  ceai^ 
and  all  discord  and  strife  be  forgotten,  and  brotherly  love  and  affection  take  tiielr 
place. 

12.  Since  there  has  been  much  dispute  in  the  Dutch  churches  of  this  land  €00* 
cerning  the  Assemblies  known  as  Coetus,  and  Conferentie,  with  which  this  Coufi*' 
gation  hitherto  has  had  nothing  to  do,  and  since  it  must  undoubtedly  he  f or  tke 
advantage  of  the  Congregation  not  to  join  with  either,  the  Consistory,  propoiH  to 
the  brethren  to  agree  that  this  Congregation,  together  with  domine  Laldlle,  ebiU 
stand  aloof  from  said  Assembly  and  recognize  no  one  as  Competent  Judge  oftf  ^ 
except  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  and  that  on  the  same  footing  as  this  con^ 
gation  stood  upon  before  Coetus  or  Conferentie  was  thought  of,  in  order  thni  to 
ward  off  the  quarrels,  disputes  and  divisions  which  abound  elsewhere.  Still  It  I* 
not  meant  by  this  to  hinder  the  Dutch  ministers  of  this  congregation  from  attoidiof 
the  Assembly  to  which  they  already  belong,  since  that  Is  marked  as  an  Aveobly 
subordinate  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam. 

Signed  etc. 

Lambertus  De  Ronde.  p.  t  President 


Articlks  OK  PeuVCe  Proposed  by  the  Dittch  Party  to  tHK 

Consistory,  Oct.  15,  1766. 

Articles  presented  by  Jakobus  Stoutenberg,  Huybert  van  Wagenen,  Jno.  Hardea* 

brock  and Van  Gelden  appointed  by  that  part  of  the  Dutch  congregi* 

tlon  of  the  City  of  New  York,  which  calls  itself  Dutch,  for  the  reunion  of  the  same. 

1.  Domine  Archibald  Laldlle  must  receive  his  salary  from  the  subscriptlone  wbick 
have  been,  or  shall  be  made,  and  shall  have  no  enjoyment  or  control  of  the  choice 
properties  given  for  the  support  of  the  Dutch  ministers  or  poor  members,  detennbied 
by  the  respective  wills,  Charter,  and  Acts  of  Assembly  and  Confirmation,  to  which 
use  said  properties  shall  always  be  applied,  so  far  as  shall  or  may  be  necessary^ 

2.  The  English  minister  shall  not  meddle  with  any  disputes,  if  snch  there  he,  cC 
the  Dutch  brethren,  nor  the  Dutch  ministers  with  those  of  the  Engllah  brethren;  b* 
ahai]   the  English   minister  sit  as  Preeses  when  any  matter  tODChlng  the  Dntc^ 
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brethren  is  bandied,  nor  the  Dutch  minister,  when  a  mnttcr  belongs  to  the  English 

brethren  Is  handled. 

3.  Doniine  Laldlie  shall  bind  himself  not  to  depend  upon  or  claim  a  right  to  the 
succession  appointed  by  the  Charter,  to  which  also  any  minister  hereafter  called  to 
preach  In  English  shall  bind  himself,  and  such  minister  must  have  a  commission 
Uke  the  Dutch  ministers,  according  to  the  Constitution  and  direction  of  the  Synod 
eCDort. 

4.  The  English  service  shall  be  limited  to  the  New  Church,  morning  and  evening, 
m  una],  and  the  Dutch  minister  shall  occupy  the  afternoon. 

5.  The  collectionB  in  both  services  shall  be  for  the  support  of  the  poor  members 
m  mal,  a  like  sum  for  each ;  and  what  remains  of  the  Dutch  collection  shall  be 
iv  ttM  Dateh  ■errlca,  and  the  overplus  of  the  English  collection  for  the  English 
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1  The  Dutch  echools  and  catechislngs  shall  be  restored. 

7.  There  shall  always  be  in  the  Old  Church  and  in  the  New  an  equal  number  of 

Wen,  Deacons  and  Chnrch  Masters,  one  half  of  whom  shall  go  out  every  year,  and 

tht  Bimes  of  their  successors  proposed  by  the  Dutch  brethren  to  the  Ruling  Consis- 

INJ  tor  their  consent  and  approval  to  serve  in  the  Old  Church ;  and  in  like  manner 

riMll  be  done  by  the  English  brethren  for  the  service  in  the  New  church ;  which 

imoos  so  proposed  for  the  Old  Church,  and  the  New  shall  always  be  nominated  and 

tlitotcd  by  the  Ruling  Consistory ;  and  the  Elders  and  Deacons  thus  nominated 

Ml  together  with  those  already  in  office  make  one  Consistory  in  name  and  fact, 

ad  one  body  according  to  the  Charter  of  the  Congregation.     Yet  this  nomination 

Ml  not  be  by  the  appearance  in  person  of  all  the  members  of  the  church  but 

^  I  committee,  by  a  subscription  of  said  members,  made,  or  from  time  to  time,  to 

liMde,  for  the  purpose. 

I  If  any  of  said  Elders,  Deacons,  or  Chnrch  Masters,  whether  for  the  Old  Church 
« tke  New,  shall  die  before  the  day  of  the  annual  election,  the  Ruling  Consistory 
Ml  appoint  a  day  to  put  another  in  his  place  in  the  same  manner  as  aforesaid. 

^  The  newly  chosen  Consistory  as  well  for  the  Old  Church,  as  the  New,  shall  be 
*Uaid  In  like  manner,  and  with  one  form  In  the  Old  Church. 

II  The  suit  brought  against  the  Consistory  by  Abel  Ilardenbrock  shall  cease,  and 
>l  fini  be  used  to  remove  all  strife  and  discord,  in  the  hope  to  replace  them  by 
tttfemer  love  and  unity. 

Am  done  In  our  Assembly,  October  15th,  1766. 

Huybert  van  Wagenen. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Possibilities  of  Peace. 

New  Tork,  October  16,  1766. 
^SoBristoiy  held  after  calling  on  Ood's  name. 

^  ten  Articles  signed  by  Huybert  van  Wagenen  were  presented.  The  Consistory 
hcfccd  time  to  consider  them  properly,  (since  the  period  for  the  election  was  just 
itUsd,)  and  so  gave  a  satisfactory  reply  to  the  brethren :  but  they  saw  that  If  they 
**it  compared  with  the  twelve  presented  by  them  to  the  brethren.  It  was  possible 
^  A  nltible  number  of  moderate  brethren  to  hit  upon  an  accommodation,  and  they 
^^■tfuie  requested  that  the  negotiation  for  peace  might  not  be  broken  off  by  the 
^'^Bte  which  mult  now  be  had,  but  undertaken  anew  when  the  election  was  over. 

Signed, 

Lambertus  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 

*ttonoN  OP  New  Consistory  According  to  Usage  and  the 

Charter  by  the  Old  Consistory. 

New  York,  October  16th,  1766. 
■fUr  ctlUBf  OB  God'e  name. 

■B  la  place  of  the  outgoing  membera;    Elders:  PletAt 
^Mdonw  Van  Wyck.    Deacona:  QeTrVt  AX>eci\,  \v^«l<& 
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Roosevelt,  Nicholas  Bogart,  Adrian  Bancker,  Jr^  Gerrit  Rapalje,  Jakob  DvifL 
Church  Masters :  Jno.  Anthony,  Jeremiah  Brower.  Whereupon  the  Consistory  woU 
into  the  church  and  read  the  following  to  the  entire  assembly  of  both  parties. 

**  The  Consistory  are  entirely  of  opinion  that  they  hare  an  IncontroTertihIe  riglit 
according  to  the  Constitution  of  the  charch  to  nominate  and  elect  their  sneeMHft 
unhindered  according  to  old  usage,  the  Charter  and  the  Act  of  Assembly ;  bat  itaiei 
at  present  an  action  has  been  brought  against  the  Consistory,  disputing  their  right 
as  above  mentioned,  and  we  are  Informed  that  some  of  the  members  of  the  OoDgrt- 
gatlon  intend  on  this  day  to  vote  for  new  members  of  Consistory,  contrary  t»  tfet 
above  stated  usage,  etc. :  therefore  the  Consistory  will  not  hinder  such  memben  n 
think  they  have  a  voice  in  the  election,  from  giving  their  votes,  although  they  ita»> 
lutely  deny  that  the  members  of  the  congregation  have  any  such  right  of  elsetlo^ 
but  claim  in  every  respect  such  right  for  themselves,  for  the  reasons  aforesaid.** 

Whereon  the  votes  were  taken  in  the  presence  of  two  Notaries,  and  It  wss  fossd 
that  by  far  the  majority  of  members  gave  their  approval  to  the  election  of  tfei 
Consistory,  and  so  the  above  named  were  recognised  in  the  offices  to  which  they  bai 
been  nominated,  and  chosen,  and  subsequently  were  ordained. 

New  York,  October  21st,  17e& 
Consistory  held  after  calling  .on  Ood*s  name. 

It  was  resolved  to  take  up  another  £500.  to  complete  the  Old  Church,  asd  thi 
matter  was  committed  to  the  care  of  Elders  Cornelius  Clopper  and  Jos.  Breiwrt 
and  the  Deacon,  Evert  Bancker. 

Lambertus  de  Bonde,  p.  t.  Presidait 

Queen's  College — First  Charter,  Nov.  10,  17G6. 

First  Charter  of  Queen's  College  is  dated  Nov.  10,  1766.  This  is  referred  to  Is 
various  documents  and  letters,  and  a  copy  of  it  was  sent  to  Holland ;  bat  It  doM 
not  seem  to  be  on  record  at  Trenton,  N.  J.  neither  was  a  copy  found  In  the  Archlw 
at  Amsterdam,  when  these  were  thoroughly  searched  In  1897-8.  Yet  copies  moft  be 
in  existence  somewhere.  A  careful  study  and.  comparison  of  the  allusions  to  thk 
Charter,  in  these  documents,  and  the  Charter  of  May  20,  1770,  may  be  suggcitlTt 
See  April  4.  1767. — E.  T.  Corwin. 

Petition  for  a  Charter  for  the  Dutch  Churches  of  Marblb- 
TOWN,  Etc.,  in  Ulster  County.     Nov.  11, 1766. 


To  Ills  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Moore,  Baronet,  Captain  General  and  GoTemor  ti  | 
Chief  of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Territories  thereon  depending  !>  | 
America,  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same  etc.,  etc. 

In  OmndL 

The  Petition  of  Dirk  Romeyn,  Minister  of  the  Churches  of  Marbletown  Rochesttf 
and  Wawarslnk  in  Ulster  County ;  Jacob  Haasbrouck,  Solomon  Van  Wagenen  t^ 
Levi  Paallng,  Elders  of  Marbletown  ;  Abraham  Konstable,  Hendrlck  Smith,  Fred- 
erick Shorter  and  Cornelius  Tack.  Jr.,  Deacons  of  Marbletown ;  and  Johannes  Sai^ 
and  llrie  Tack,  Kirk-Masters  of  Marbletown ;  Nicolas  Keter,  Jacob  Hoombeek,  Di* 
Hoombeek  &  Ellas  Depuy,  Elders  of  Rochester ;  Frederick  Shenigh,  Isaiah  Roblnsoa, 
Cornelius  Oosterhoudt  and  Benjamin  Merkell,  Deacons  of  Rochester:  Lodewydf 
Schoonmaker  and  Jacobus  Bush,  Jr.,  Kirk-Masters  of  Rochester ;  Johannes  Oertrdm 
Hardenbergb  and  Johannes  Bevier,  Elders  of  Wawarslnk ;  Stephen  Dewltt  and  Joto 
Egbertse  Dewltt,  Deacons  of  Wawarslnk ;  and  Andries  Bevier  and  Benjamin  BeTl«» 
Kirk-Masters  of  Wawarslnk. 
Humbly  Sheweth 

That  this  Province  was  orifflnally  settled  by  Emigrants  from  the  United  Proving 
subject  to  the  States  General  in  Europe,  many  of  whom  set  themselves  down  to 
the  said  County  of  Ulster,  and  their  Descendants  have  long  since  planted  tte 
Churches  abovenamed,  and  have  decent  Edifices,  In  which  the  worship  of  Ood  1* 
carried  on  according  to  the  Usages  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Chnrdiei 
of  the  United  Provinces  In  Europe. 
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k«t  tba  MM  ChnrehM  of  Uarblctown,  Bocbeater  and  Wawaritnk  each  enjoy 
Jl  R«sl  BataUa  glvta  by  well  diipoaed  Feraona  for  the  Maintenance  ol  tlie  Wor- 
>  of  Ood.  and  the  munben  of  tbe  ume  being  anable  at  present  to  sappott  mora 
•  MM  UlnUter  thro'  tbe  DlacouraBemeDt  to  fartber  BeuetBctlona  (or  want  of 
pomte  Powen  to  hold  Eitatea  to  ploua  ua«  A  preierye  and  hand  them  down 
PoMerltr  aacore  agalnit  any  lecalar  AppllcatioDi  at  tbe  aame;  And  being  Ter; 
broiu  of  tha  priTtlexe  of  an  Incorporation  ao  often  granted  to  Eplacopal  Cbnrcbea 

I  othnr  Dnleb   Chnrchea  of  tbalr   Feriwailon   both   In  this  and  tbe  Frorlnce  of 

[aai  Pctltlonera  who  Appeal  with  tbe  ntmoat  ConOdence  to  the  whole  GoTem- 
■t  for  th*  Fidelity  and  Loratty  of  the  People  of  tbelr  Perawaalon,  moat  humbly 
V  roar  Bicellencj  to  grant  them  Bli  Uajeety'i  Lettera  Patent  under  tbe  Qreat 

II  of  tbli  Frnrlnce  creating  them  a  Body  politic  and  CorporaM  In  Deed  and  Id 
■«  by  tbe  Name  and  Style  of  The  Mlnliter,  Blden  and  Deacona  of  tha  Betormed 
MMtant  United  Dntcb  Charcbn  of  Uorbletown.  Bocbeater  and  Wawaralnk  ;  anil 
U  they  and  tbelr  Sacccaaora  may  thereby  be  enabled  to  acquire  and  bold  a  com- 
tnt  BmI  Eatate  and  ln]oy  aoch  other  Power  and  PriTlleEea  aa  may  be  neceaaary 
r  the  plona  Parpoaea  aforeaald  nearly  almltnr  to  Ihoie  granled  to  tbe  Low  Dutch 
isMtanta  of  the  Citlea  of  New  York  and  Albany,  and  Townshlpa  of  KIngaton  and 
Aatctady  and  otber  Placea  to  be  apeelfled  In  a  Draft  of  a  Charter  wlilch  they 
W  han  hereafter  to  preaent — Ot  that  Tour  Bieellancy  would  be  pleased  to  grant 
Im  aach  other  aid  In  tbe  Proaecntlon  of  tbe  laudable  Dealgn  aboTementlaned  aa 
1  pm  Excellency  shall  aeem  meet  And  yonr  Petitioner*  preannllie  Dpoo  tha 
Mni,  Oeneroalty  A  Impartiality  of  the  OoTemment  under  which  they  IItb  will 
Mr  my,  ate. 

D.  BomeyD,  Mlnlater  "t       On    Beball    of    ThemaelTe* 
Lert  Pawling  [   and    tbe    rest    ot    tbe    Petl- 

Jacob  Hombeek  f  tlonera    by    whom    they    at* 

Johannia  BCTler  J    Impowered. 

Utb  Norenber,  ITM. 

—Doc.    mat.   N.  Y.   Vol.  111.  pp.  600,  «01. 


Chubch  of  New  Yobk. 

Pnbiieation  of  Banns.    Record  of  Baptisms.    The  Organ.    Psalm 

Book. 

New  York.  NoT«mber  S4tb,   liee. 
<^ulnarT   held   after  calling   on   Qod'a   name. 

I*  Heatlon  wai  made  or  aereral  Irregnlarltlea  which  frastrate  tbe  true  design 
'<k<  pstiicatlon  of  bana  In  our  church.  Wherefore  the  Consistory  thouebt  proper 
*l  btttafler  no  one  aball  be  proclaimed  to  our  church,  unless  there  be  first  a 
"**r  request  made  or  tbe  marrlace  be  lawfully  entered  upon  with  coneent  of 
^*ti.  guard iaua  or  friends:  and  further  that  none  be  annoiiDred  twice  In  one 
%-  ht  OD  three  successlTe  Sundays  and  If  It  be  necesfiary,  daring  <be  week,  and 
■"•Wy,  of  aucb  persona  as  beloDB.  either  tbe  man  or  the  women  to  our  congrega- 
^    1  copy  of  this  shall  be  glrpn  to  each  minister. 

*■  ihi  Id  each  clerk  shall  be  given  a  copy  of  the  order  tbnl  he  shall  record  no 
*'*f«i.  ODlesa  the  father  or  tbe  mother,  or  at  least  one , of  the  wlIneBBCB  present 
"  *»  taptlsm  be  a  member  of  our  coni^egatlon. 

*  SiMt  on  the  20tb  and  21at  o(  November  Ibe  orcan  In  the  Old  Church  waa 
'1^  It  tome  pipes,  the  fact  shall  be  stated  Id  tbe  newspapers,  and  a  reward  ot 
™«fw»d  tor  tbe  discovery  of  the  robber  that  be  may  be  brought  to  Justice. 

•■  ftwlae  Bitiema   shall   write  a  letter   tn  Mr.  Jacob  Goelet,   decllulns  his  pro- 
^  la  the  moat  conrteona  way.   and   promlalng  as  aoon  as  onr   Psatm-book   la 
'"■H  ts  preaent  him  with  one  or  two  copies. 
Slxned. 

J.  Itltmsa,  locQ  <DT««iV&Va. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

1766,  Dec  2nd.  Art.  5.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  have 
i*eceived  the  following  letters. 

One  from  Kingston,  dated  August  13,  1766,  signed  by  Frymoet 

and  Kok;  and  one  dated  August  21,  1766,  signed  by  Meyer,    xiv. 

102. 

Church  of  Xew  York. 

Publication  of  1800  Psalm  Books,  with  Music;  and  Liturgy. 

New  York,  December  8th,  176& 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

It  was  agreed  with  Mr.  Breestede  that  be  should  finish  the  inside  work'oftti 
Old  Chorch  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Consistory  for  the  sum  of  £60.  New  M 
currency. 

Signed  etc., 

Arch.  Laidlie,  p.  t  Preiidnt 

New  York,  December  15th,  17W. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

It  was  resolved  that  eighteen  hundred  English  Psalm-books  be  printed,  witt  tki 
Catechism  and  Liturgy  of  the  Dutch  Church  of  the  Netherlands,  according  to  the 
copies  of  the  Netherlandish  Psalm  book  so  far  as  the  versification  by  Mr.  HopktaM> 
will  allow. 

That  the  committee  on  the  subject  execute  this  direction,  and  use  therefon  the 
mnsic-notes,  paper,  etc.,  which  has  been  provided. 

That  the  committee  agree  with  Mr.  John  Holt,  printer,  to  print  the  same  in  ^ 
a  manner  and  on  such  terms  as  they  can  best  arrange  with  him ;  and  tlitt  iM 
deliver  to  him  the  aforesaid  music-type,  paper,  and  whatever  he  may  need  fn* 
time  to  time  to  carry  on  the  work.  The  Consistory  shall  provide  for  paymest  of 
the  cost. 

The  following  were  appointed  the  committee  on  this  work.  Dominc  Laidlie,  (^ 
nelius  Clopper,  Theodorus  Van  Wyck,  Isaac  Roosvelt,  Pieter  Low  and  Oarrlt  AbeA 
with  authority,  if  need  be,  to  call  to  their  aid  such  persons  as  they  ihall  ^^ 
suitable. 

Arch.  Laidlie,  p.  t.  Presldeot 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     (About  April,  1767.)     Vol.  33,  P^^K 
111.     Xo.  385.     (See  also  Vol.  14,  Page  112,  Art.  8.) 

A  letter  from  Pouglikeepsie,  of  Dec.  22,  1766,  signed  by  Be^ 
Freyenmoet,  Cock  and  Rysdyk,  as  advisers  (consiilenten)  of  the 
combined  churches  of  The  Flats  and  the  Red  Hook. 

(Abstract.) 

Because  of  Rev.  Hoeyenberg*s  illness,  and  the  continuance  of  the  censure  inpotc^ 

upon  him.  the  church  of  Rhinebeek  and  lied  HooIe  made  out  a  call,  which  wu  K^ 

OTer  (to  Holland),  with  the  request  that  we  till  It  ss  soon  as  possible;  vitb  tki 

to/ormation  that  a  Mr.  Clopper  will  pay  over  330  florins  to  cover  the  expenfltf  ^ 

l&e  voyage;  any  shortage  to  be  tetunie^  \i«t^ 
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Tbalr  dMln  !•  to  (tt  a  gooi  minliter — odi<  who  am  tike  a  nand  agalnit  the 
ToctDs.  Tb«j  report  tbat  do  (CoDfeivatle)  meetJiiff  was  beld  In  the  fall.  It  belos 
KMtponed.  New  York  eod  Long  IslaDd  are  doit  wltboDt  elder*,  (to  repreaeat  tbem 
B  the  Coafeientle),  Bod  Blaaw  coold  not  come  on  acconnt  of  dommtlc  adaln;  nor 
Mnid  B^eleo  on  accoont  ot  the  Coetna-partj  In  his  CbnTch:  and  tbe  CoaslBtoi?  ot 
Mew  York,  and  Bev.  Laidlle  do  not  want  to  tronble  tbemaelTea  about  them  <CoD' 
fHentle  UeetlDta). 

Thej  declare  that  the  aabordlnated  <oc  Conlerentle)  cburcbea  are  maklnK  tronble 
br  tbem,  to  get  tbstr  aappott;  bat  tbat  tbe;  can  do  verj  little  abont  tbe  matter 
aa  letonnt  of  tbe  eraftlneaa  and  mallclouaneaa  of  the  Coetna. 
The;  declare  fnrtber  that,  tl  the  CoaslBtorr  of  New  York  wonid  onlj'  give  ita 
,  WQiport  (to  the  Conferentle).  mattera  woaM  take  a  dltTerant  tnm  In  manr  cbitrchea: 
bt  the  InactlTltj  ot  Rev.  Laidlle.  (toward  the  Conferenlle)  who  baa  tbe  resppct  of 
■U  Ibe  plooa  people,  la  a  graat  detriment;  among  inch  a  plooa  people,  manj  bad 
tngle  alao.  It  la  foond,  hide  themBelTr*. 

from  the  fact  that,  on  the  North  RiTer.  tbey  lire  aa  good  aa  alone,  and  And  tbem- 
■Ina  witbont  (other  ecclMlaattcHl)  inpport,  the;  are  doing  there  whatever  tbey 
tu,  and  eTerythlDg  la  done  after  mntnal  deliberation.  This  manner  of  procedure 
1*1,  It  Klngaton,  had  good  reanlts,  even  affecting  the  entire  chnrcb-relatlanahlp  of 
tme  who  are  anbordlnate  (to  Claasla).  In  regard  to  them,  It  ti  hoped  that  the; 
•CD  bold  op  their  heada,  aeeing  that  tb«  opponenti,  (partjen),  whom  the  magla- 
hMj  doea  not  protect,  and  for  whom  the  civil  oath  baa  no  valldltr,  might  aome 
kt  come  to  unite  tbemaelvea  wltb  tboee  who  are  anbordlnate,  (to  the  CIubbIb).  aa 
knldent  from  a  letter  of  Bev.  Qoetacblna  to  Ritiema. 

IbcT  farther  laj;  tbat  the  three  of  tbem  on  tbe  North  River,    (being  the  Oon- 
tntle)   who  are  the  onlj  ooes  to  act  tor  the  welfare  of  the  Chnrch — enggest  to 
IltLliiBiB  tbat  tt  might  be  a  good  tbing,  It  peiaons  eiamlnpd  before  Ctngsla  were 
•riilned  wltb  lading  on  of  hsndB  tbere.  (!□  Amerlcii)  bo  bb  to  countenict  the  evil 
nl  ilinderoas  prejudlcea  of  the  CoetnB  agalnit  the  CtaBBls.     The  granting  of  anch 
(  nqoMt   tbe   onderalgned    wonld    regard   bb   b   alngnlar   mark   of  eonfldence   and 
UWtlMi  on  the  part  of  Ibe  Claaala. 
tn  thr  nat  they  give  the  Information  that  Red  Hook  formerly  belongpd  to  the 
(Blaebtek)  Plata,  bnt  tbat,  juste  ordlne,  a  chnrcb  bad  been  organlied  and  a  new 
■adrtury  formed  there,  after  the  chnrch  ot  Bed  Hook  bad  Iwen  dismissed  from 
til  dnrcb  of  the  Plata. 
n*i  ekwe  with  congralntatlon. 
Otnial  of  tbe  aentencea  In  this  abBtract  are  qnlte  obscnre  If  not  contradictory 

*  ■ril-knoWD  facta.  The  original  was  not  dlBCOvered.  The  Committee  wblcb 
■Mt  tbe  abatract  may  not  have  eipre»Bpd   tbemaelves  accorately  or  clearly:  or 

*  Menlty  may  have  been  In  the  transcribing  secretary,  or  In  the  transcriber* 
•pUfM  In  1867-8.      E.  T.  C.) 


Other  Items,  1766. 

Feb.  18.  Rev.  Kirtland  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hist 
'fY.4to.  ed.,  iv.  280. 

March  15,  Mr.  AVeyman  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hist 
^-  T.  iv.  230. 

May.  Mayor  of  Albany  to  Rev.  Wheelock.  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y. 
'"■  S3l. 

Joly  4.  Rev.  Wheelock  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hist. 
S.  Y.  ir.  281. 

wpt  13.     Rev.  Brown  to  Sir  Win.  Johnson.     Doe.  Hist,  N.  Y, 

km. 
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Oct.  10.  Rev.  Chamberlain  to  Rev.  Brown.  Doc  BBst  N.  Y. 
iv.  233. 

Dec.  4.  Church  Wardens  of  Schenectady  to  Sir  Wm.  Jolmson. 
Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iv.  234. 

Dec.  29.  Rev.  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Dot 
Hist.  N.  Y.  iv.  285. 

Chubch  of  New  York,  Jan.  1, 15th,  1767. 

Act  of  Appointment  of  John  Montanye,  as  Door-keeper,  BeD- 
ringer  and  Grave-digger,  in  and  around  the  Old  ChurA, 
(Garden  street) ;  and  for  other  Services,  under  the  Rev.  Con- 
sistory of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Christian  Congregation  of  Nef 
York.     January  1,  1767. 

The  Conditions  in  Respbct  to  the  Church  Sisbvios  ah: 

In  General: 

I.  Tbat  yoa  are,  before  the  preaching  oo  Sunday  morning,  to  ring  the  flnt  ^ 
at  8  o'clock;  the  aecond  at  9,  and  the  third  at  10  o'clock— the  last  rlnglnctote 
about  five  minutes  longer  than  nanal.  In  the  afternoon  yon  are  to  ring  tke  ft^ 
bell  at  1  o'clock;  the  second  at  2  and  the  third  at  26  mlnntes  after  2  o'clock-tk» 
last  ringing  to  be  abont  five  minutes  longer  than  usual.  Also,  when  tkcfc  ^ 
senrlce  during  the  week,  you  are  to  go,  before  the  first  ringing,  to  the  mlali^ 
who  is  to  preach,  and  learn  from  him  when  the  last  ringing  Is  to  take  place 

II.  The  pulpit,  the  chairs  of  the  Elders  and  Deacons,  whether  the  acting  oM 
or  the  former  ones,  also  those  of  the  OoTernor  and  other  officials,  together  ^ 
all  the  other  chairs  and  benches,  you  are  to  keep  clean  and  pure,  dnitioc  the* 
once  every  fourteen  days  and  scrubbing  the  aisles  before  each  adminlstntioB  ^ 
the  Lord's  Supper. 

III.  Your  are  in  season  to  set  the  tables,  seats,  etc.,  and  get  ready  all  that  i*  j 
necessary  for  the  Lord's  Supper;  to  return  to  the  Deacons  the  overplus  bread  ai<  i 
wine,  and  set  all  things  in  order  again,  as  from  time  to  time  you  may  be  directti 

IV.  You  are  to  provide  pure  water  in  the  Baptismal  Bowl  at  the  proper  tl9^ 
and  place. 

V.  You  are  to  prevent  any  disorders  In  the  church,  by  children,  negroea.  ^  . 
dogs,  either  before,  during  and  after  service-time.  i 

VI.  You  are  diligently  and  punctually  to  attend  all  the  catechlilngs,  and  aot  j 
interrupt  the  same  by  bell-ringing,  or  any  other  work  in  or  about  the  chnrclt 

VII.  You  are  from  time  to  time,  to  do  everything  which  any  one  should  ft** 
bound  in  conscience  to  do,  for  the  good  of  the  building:  to  keep  the  seats  » 
order;  to  notify  the  Church-Masters  Immediately  of  any  disorder;  to  allow  no  P^ 
sons  or  dogs  to  remain  after  the  service  is  over;  constantly  to  examine  all  ^  ; 
seats  to  see  if  there  is  flre  anywhere;  to  take  up  and  preserve  for  the  rllbtfal 
owner  anything  of  value  found  in  the  Church;  to  open  and  close  the  doors  aofl 
windows  at  proper  times;  and  to  be  the  last  one  to  leave  the  building. 

VIII.  When  any  repairs  are  to  be  made  on  or  in  the  Old  Church  or  Chorch-jari 
as  well  as  at  the  annual  cleaning,  you  are  to  be  present.  In  order  to  open  aafl 
close  the  buildings,  and  you  are  to  make  a  report  to  the  Church-Masters  as  vM 
be  required,  without  (extra)  compensation,  except  when  they  may  employ  7^^  *^ 
day's  work,  when  your  wages  shall  be  as  may  be  agreed  upon. 
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As  Respects  the  Consistoby. 

I.  Ton  shall  gather  all  moneys  for  any  pabllc  serrlce,  according  to  the  order  of 
le  Elders,  Deacons  and  Church-Masters,  with  all  diligence  and  conrteay;  faith- 
illy  deliver  over  the  same,  when  collected,  and  render  an  exact  account. 

II.  Ton  shall  at  all  times,  on  the  authority  of  the  President,  summon  the  Elders, 
le  ruling  ones  or  the  former  ones,  to  meet  at  the  appointed  time  and  place. 

III.  You  shall  courteously  attend  upon  all  ecclesiastical  meetings,  whether  of 
le  whole  Consistory,  or  upon  particular  Oollcffea  of  Elders  or  Deacons,  or  Church- 
tasters,  or  Committees  of  Consistory,  at  whatever  place  in  the  city  they  may  as- 
emble  on  the  business  of  the  church;  and  shall  diligently  execute  whatever  any 
f  the  abovenamed  may  lay  upon  you,  concerning  the  Church,  public  worship,  or 
lie  poor. 

IV.  You  shall  faithfully  inform  the  Church-Masters  from  time  to  time  of  such 
eats  as  may  l>ecome  vacant. 

As  Respects  Qeavb-Digging. 

1.  You  shall  make  no  grave,  nor  even  break  ground,  without  the  consent  of  oii6 
I  the  Church-Masters,  and  shall  give  timely  notice  of  the  name  of  the  deceased, 
he  day  of  his  death  and  burial. 

2.  Tou  shall  dig  the  graves  in  the  Church-yard  sufficiently  deep,  and  properly 
lose  them  up  again.  You  must  keep  the  biers  in  the  house  prepared  for  them  in 
he  Church-yard,  and  take  them  in  due  time  to  the  house  of  the  deceased. 

3.  You  shall  ring  the  bell  at  funerals,  either  four  times,  as  is  usual,  with  pauses 
between;  or  continuously,  as  may  be  desired  by  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

1  The  money  for  funerals  you  shall  diligently  and  courteously  demand,  and, 
rbeD  received,  deliver  to  the  Church-Masters,  at  their  ordinary  session,  and  make 
^  exact  account  thereof,  as  follows: 

B'or  a  person  above  twenty  years,  ten  shillings;  for  the  velvet  pall,  eighteen 
■hillings  more;  for  the  new  cloth  pall,  twelve  shillings  more.  For  a  person  above 
*^  years,  four  shillings —  the  price  of  the  palls  to  be  the  same  as  above. 

S.  For  the  bell-ringing  at  funerals,/ you  shall  pay  over;  as  you  receive  it,  to  the 
^nrch-Masters: — for  the  ringing  four  times  with  pauses,  four  shillings;  for  a 
iOBtinoous  ringing,  twelve  shillings.  You  are  also  to  carry  into  the  Church  the 
^t-Btoves,  for  the  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons. 

It  la  farther  expected  that  you  will  in  good  earnest  do  all  this,  with  the  Lord's 
^<lp»  so  as  to  conduct  yourself  as  an  edifying  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Titian  Church,  and  give  satisfaction  to  the  Ministers,  Elders,  Deacons  and 
^uch-Masters,  to  the  best  of  your  ability. 

All  the  foregoing  being  this  performed  by  you,  as  well  as  whatever  else  the 
^ntlttory  may  find  needful  as  to  your  office,  the  Ministers,  Elders,  Deacons  and 
^nrch-Masters  promise,  each  in  their  official  capacity,  and  also  bind  their  succes- 
*^  to  pay  to  you  yearly  and  every  year: 

!•  The  Elders,  for  collecting  the  moneys  of  the  salaries  of  the  Ministers,  five 
'^'cent  of  the  amount  collected. 

2.  The  Deacons,   yearly,   twelve  pounds  New  York  currency. 

^  The  Church-Masters,  eight  pounds  yearly;  and  of  the  money  for  funerals 
^d  over  by  you,  for  carrying  to  and  fro  the  velvet  pall,  three  shillings ;  for  the 
^oth  pall  two  shillings;  for  ringing  bell  four  times,  two  shlllngs;  for  continuous 
'^Sing,  nine  shillings;  and  on  the  rest  of  the  money  paid  over  by  you  for  funerals, 
*n  percent. 

In  addition,  you  are  allowed,  on  your  own  account,  to  demand  from  those  who 
"^ploj  you — for  each  grave  dug  In  the  Church-yard —  for  an  adult,  six  shillings; 
^r  a  young  person,  three  shillings. 

The  time  of  this,  your  office  and  salary  is  to  begin  from  January  first  1767. 

Thus  done,  in  our  Consistory  Meeting,  at  New  York,  January  2^  1767. 

So  I  witness,  in  the  name  etc. 

Archibald   Laldlle,    Pres.    p.    t. 

I.  the  undersigned,  accept  this  Appointment,  of  which  a  copy  has  been  given 
le,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  with  hearty  thanks  to  the  Rev.  Couslatoc^. 

(few  York,  Jtmumrr  22,  1767. 
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New  York,  JannaiT  15th,  1767. 
Consistory  held   after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  The  baptism  of  children  was  again  taken  up,  and  a  draught  ordered  to  ht 
prepared  and  read  at  the  next  meeting. 

2.  Mr.  Livingston,  etc.,  presented  a  bill  of  costs.  It  was  resdred  to  engilio 
where  there  Is  anything  more  to  the  account  of  Consistory:  and  Isaac  Booocrclt 
and  Adrian  Bancker  were  appointed  a  committee  for  the  purpose. 

S.  Messrs.  Corn.  Clopper,  and  Ths.  Van  Wyck  shall  request  from  the  coipsts- 
tlon  a  deed  for  the  land  bought  In  the  Vlakte. 

4.  The  Elders  are  appointed  to  ease  the  vacant  lots  of  Hr.  Harpendlng;  a 
majority  of  them  to  act. 

Signed, 

Arch.  Laidlie,  p.  t.  PreatdeoL 

Rev.  IIaumanus  Meyer  to  the  Ministers,  Fryenmoet,  Cogs, 
Etc,  who  had  Pretended  to  Censure  Him;  Feb.  4,  1767. 
Vol.  33,  Page  361.     Xo.  390. 

Much  Respected  Gentlemen: — 


After  you  did  not  fear  to  put  me  under  a  so-called  censure,  it  was  made 
to  you,  that  I  had  taken  the  trouble  to  call  together  the  Overseers  (Ministers 
Elders)  of  our  American  Reformed  churches,  and  laid  the  whole  matter 
them.    It  is  also  not  unknown  to  you — it  was  at  least  made  known  to  my 
slstory — ^that  those  Overseers  on  the  8th  day  of  May,  and  some  days  tollowlag;  iC 
last  year,  (1706),  In  their  Assembly,   which  was  held  here,  (at  Kingston),  fiooA 
your    charges    unjust,    unrighteous    and    unchristian.    Feeling,    therefore,    that  I 
have  been  **  justified,**  In  the  language  of  that  Assembly,  I  want  to  InfOnn  fos 
that  **  I   may  feel  at  rest,  as,   indeed,   I  have  done  ever  since.**    For  I   wlD  BSl 
consent  to  be  judged  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  nor  by  you.    I  therefore  sik 
you,  and  make  the  earnest  request,  that  you  will  not  make  any  further  tresMt 
for  me,  for  you  have  no  right  to  make  any  declaration  concerning  me.     And  ds 
not  think  for  a  moment,  that  you  can  nullify  the  decision  of  my  Assembly. 

Or,  will  you  go  on,  gentlemt>n.  as  you  have  been  doing  all  along,  and  try  to 
antagonise  and  destroy  mo?  And  will  my  Consistory,  under  your  leadership,  in* 
stead  of  making  pence,  go  on  to  the  extremities  of  persecution?  If  yon  will,  let 
it  be  so!  Sacrifice  me,  if  you  wish.  Kill  me  and  devour  my  very  flesh,  until  yos 
are  satlRfled.  ^Vhat  you  have  to  do,  let  It  be  done  quickly,  and  let  all  this 
persecution  come  to  nn  end!  Hut  do  not  expect  that  you  will  change  my  C(Hi- 
science  on  thcHe  matters,  or  make  me  submissive  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  or 
to  your  will.  Both  you  and  the  Clussis  are  acting  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God. 
as  well  as  those  of  your  earthly  sovereign.  As  a  citizen,  I  am  under  a  good 
government.  In  distress,  I  can  call  for  help  and  protection.  And  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, I  am  under  my  Saviour*s  care.  To  him  I  have  committed  myself  and 
all  my  interests.  And  God  judgeth  righteously.  My  troubles,  therefore,  being 
over,  I  sign  myself, 

H.  Meyw. 
Kingston,  Feb.  4,  1767. 

(It  will  be  discovered  that  this  censure  was  ignored  at  the  Convention  for  Union, 
Oct.  15-18,  1771.    See  also  letter  of  Consistory  of  Kingston,  Nov.  90,   1771.) 

The  Convention  Which  Triej>  Rev.  II.  Meyer,  Per  Rev. 
Isaac  Rysdyck,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Feb.  5, 1767. 
Vol.  33,  Page  120,  No.  390. 

(Abstract.) 

A  letter  from  Fishkiil.  signed  Feb.  5,  1767.  by  Rev.  Isank  Rysdyk,  V.  D.  M.,  at 
/'oughkeepsie.  as  scribe  of  Ibe  CouvenxVoiia  ^«\^  qlI  Kingston.     In  this  they  report 
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thMt,  OB  Jan.  S4,  ITST,  tbey  dnlj  received  the  lelter  from  the  Rev.  CluaHs  at  Oct. 
t,  ITSS;  aod  that  witb  reEard  to  Rev.  (Henuunua)  Meyer,  tbt-y  condutled  iliemulveB 
•ccordlnK  (o  tbe  eODDsel  and  the  reaolalloD  of  (he  Hev.  Clawila:  bul  wItb  tbls  pnlD- 
fDl  reaalt— tbat  tbe  aatd  Hev.  Uejer.  notwItbataDdlDg  the  frieiidlr  and  fralemnl 
•dmonltlona  and  promise*,  coarered  to  bli  Rot.  In  a  letter,  wrote,  refUHlng  to 
Viccv  taimaelf  Id  aubordlnatloD  to  tbe  ttev.  Claaala.  Tbe;  traal  tbat  tile  Rev. 
Claaala  baa,  by  tblo  time,  received  Rev.  FreTeaiaoet'a  letter,  aent  over  wLtli  tbe 
call  <fOT  a  Dew  mlDlater)  fiom  KlDgatoo:  eipresa  tbelt  tbaoka  for  oor  Claaatcal 
ciOBD— !■.  BDd  cloae  wltb  consntalatloDs— above  meotloned. 

FusxuEB  Effobtb  of  the  Presbytebiahs  of  New  York  City,  • 

(Wau.  St.)  to  Secuke  a  Charter.     Teb.  17,  1767. 

Td  t>l*  Bieellenej  BIt  Beory  Uoore.  Baronet,  Captain  Onlaral  ft  Oomnor  III 
OU»t  of  ttw  ProvlDce  of  New  lork  aod  Ihe  Terrlloiiea  IhereOQ  deiwadlne  lb 
Aaaefiea  Vice  Admiral)  or  tbe  tame  etc.     In  Coancll. 

Tbe    fetltlon  of  tbe  Minister,   Elder*,  Deacona  and  Troateea  of  tbe  PraabrleriaD 
Ckiit«li  of  the  CItr  of  New  lork,  accordlog  to  the  Westmlnaler  Coareaalon  of  Faltb. 
OBtecbUma  *  Dlrectorj  asreeable  to  tbe  eatabllahed  Church  of  Scotland, 
Moat   Bnmbl7  Bheweth 

Tbat    jour  Petltlonen  are  Infortned   tbat  jour  Eireltenej    waa   pleased,  on  tbe 
day   of  Febraary  Instant,  to  laj  n  Petition  lately   preferred  by  jour  Ptftl- 
MCS    to   tb«  KIng'B  most   Eieallent  Mnjesty  for  a  Charter,  and   a   nrnft  of  tbe 
they   prajed  for,   before  tbe   Honorable  the   Ronrd  of  Council   for  their 
thereon  to  ronr  EiceUency,  In  Purauauce  of  a  Letter  of  Itelerence  Kent  to 
jam    BtacrtlenFy  from  the  Iiords  Commlsalonera  far  Trade  and  Plantatlans.     [)Scc 
JalT  28,   1766.] 

And  aa  yoar  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Board  may  Juatly  expect  to  be  wulti>d 
^poai  by  yonr  Petlllonera  lo  be  ascertained  of  Ihe  TrulU  of  sucb  of  the  Fncls  In 
tta  aald  Petition  aosgeated  ai  may  porbnpa  be  Ihongbt  lo  require  proof.  And  rour 
^^tltUmera  are  extremely  dealrona  to  give  full  Sallafactlou.  and  to  enable  your 
^Ke«ll«iicy  to  report  on  thia  Subject  to  their  Lordablps  by  tbe  return  of  tbe  Packet 
wbleb   arrived  yesterday. 

Tonr  Fetlttonera  therefore  beg  Leave  In  tbla  way  to  signify  tbplr  readiness  to 
attand  th*  Commands  of  yonr  Excellency  and  the  Ilnnomble  Bourd.  and  most 
Ha^bly  Pray  If  there  are  any  Facia  not  so  nolorlous  os  to  rpqiilre  Proof,  that  a 
Kola  of  them  may  be  slgalfled  by  tbe  Cterk  of  tbe  Conncll,  and  »  short  Day 
■ppolated  for  your  Petltlonera  to  exhibit  the  evidence  that  may  be  desired. 
Aad  your  Petitioners,  aa  In  Duty  Bound,  will  evet  Pray  etc, 

John   Rodgcrs.   V,   D.   U.  1  For  themselves  and 

Vibe  rest  ot  tbe 
Jos.   Treat.   V,   D.   M.        I  Petitioners. 
Now  York.  IT  Pebnury,  1767. 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  T.  Vol.  111.  pp.  3113.  3(M. 

Church  of  Xew  York. 
Thirteen  mpmbers  of  tlie  Clnircli  of  New  York  to  the  Clarisis  of 

AmatCTdam,  Feb.  18,  17G7.     Vol.  33,  page  110.     Xo.  394. 
BevefCDd  Bin,  Patbera  and  Brethren  In  Cbrlst:— 

Tbe  letter  of  your  Bera.  to  the  Elders  i 
Cbvtcb  of  Ibia  dty.  In  dalo  7th  April,  1T«)R, 
•ereral  reaaona  remained  unanswered,   until  now. 

Bat  alace  Ita  content*  refer  more  especially  to  the  Eldera  and  Deai'ons  of  the 
year  ITOS,   wbo  are  now  out  of  service,    thnn    tn  tbe  present  Consistory;   wc.  th( 
'.  aaad  tbe  following.  In  answer  to  the  letter  above  mentioned,  bj  t.be\i 
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We  remark  in  geoerml,  that  that  letter  ia  of  apecial  character  and  contenta.  It  If 
not  an  answer  to  the  letter  which  we  had  the  honor  to  write,  on  the  20th  of 
October  1705,  but  la  written  from  information  which  yonr  Rers.  received  ftoa 
othera,  and  accepted  as  tme. 

Bnt,  in  order  that  we  may  not  enter  Into  particnlan,  and  thua  worry  jonr  Ben. 
by  private  obaeryatlona,  much  leaa  offend  yon;  we  dealre  simply  and  hmnbly  to 
reqneat  of  yon,  that  yon  would  carefully  compare  the  enclosed  extract  from  yoar 
Revs,  letter,  above  named,  with  the  anawer  to  it,  by  Rev.  Ritiema  and  Laldlle. 

Yonr  Reva.  will  hereby  immediately  perceive  how  nnjnatly  we  are  accoaed  oot 
only  by  you;  but,  at  the  aame  time,  that  we  do  not  beat  about  In  the  dark,  when 
we  plainly  aay.  that  Rev.  de  Ronde  haa  been  our  falae  accuser;  for  he  refnsM  to 
unite  in  a  statement  with  that  of  Rev.  Ritiema  and  Rev.  Laldlle;  but  he  has,  all 
by  hlmaelf.  given  out  a  atatement  of  hia  own,  so  entangled  and  dlatorted,  that 
there  la  neither  head  nor  tail  to  it,  and  therefore  we  will  not  trouble  your  Befii 
with  it 

We  cannot  refrain  from  observing  that  the  Bldera  and  Deacons  are  aatoolilwdi 
that  your  Rev.  Assembly  should  give  credence  to  one  single  letter  from  Be?.  Dt 
Ronde,  and  ahould  seem  to  reject  theirs  utterly. 

But  after  you  have  well  conaldered  the  above  mentioned  answer  of  Rev.  BitMM 
and  Laldlle.  your  Revs,  will  readily  comprehend  whose  declarations  in  the  fttvt 
must  be  accepted  as  worthy  of  credence.  And  here  we  will  leave  tbli  matter  ftt 
the  present. 

And  we  continue  to  announce  to  your  Revs,  that  the  (civil)  proceM  Instltvtil 
agalnat  the  Rev.  Consistory  by  some  dissatlafled  and  bad  members  of  the  congiigi- 
tion,  has  l>een  decided  in  favor  of  the  Consistory.     We  therefore  hope  that  thdr 
persecutions  will  now  come  to  an  end.  because  both  the  ecclesiastical  law  iii 
the  civil  law  have  decided  against  them;  and  so  have  also  the  membeit  of  thi 
congregation,  at  least  three  to  one.     Nor  can  we  omit  to  testify  that  the  woikfC 
the  Lord,  under  the  hands  of  Rev.  Laldlle,  la  prospering  so  well  that  there  It  Mii 
of  building  a  third  church,  which  we  expect  will  be  commenced  next  spring.   B 
Is  fortunate,  therefore,  for  thla  congregation,  which  otherwise  would  almost  halt 
been  ruined  beoause  of  the  growing  Ignorance  of  the  Dutch  language,  that  thit 
Rev.   gentleman,   by   the   direction   of   Divine   Providence,   has   come  hither.    Ifi 
doubt  not  but  that  this  Intelligence  will  be  very  pleasant  to  your  Revs.,  fbr  then 
can  be  no  greater  joy  to  the  servanta  of  Jesus  Christ  than  to  know  that  his  kingdon, 
according  to  the  conHtltutlon  of  the  Church  of  Holland,  Is  being  extended  In  otiicf 
languages,  even  In  these  regions. 

We  close  with  the  doHire  and  prayer,  that  the  all-sofflclent  Jehovah  may  pout 
out  over  you  all,  an  abundnnt  mea.<)nre  of  his  Holy  Spirit 

|fay  He  grant  unto  you  windom  rightly  to  govern  his  Church;  aVid  after  ye  havf 
served  out  his  pnrpo8e  In  this  vale  of  tears,  may  you  be  accepted  In  everlastlnf 
glory 

We  remain,  with  all  respect. 

Your  Rev.  willing  servanta 
Petrus  Byvnnck  Jamea  Roosevelt 

Jacobus  van  Zandt  Wm.  de  Peyster 

Jacobus  Bogert  John  Provooet 

Abraham  P.  Lott  Joris  Brinkerhoff 

Henry  Rip  Antony  ten  Eyck 

Evert  Bancher  C.  Duycklnek. 

Abraham  Lott 
New  York.  Feb.  18th.  1767. 

Cin^Rcii  OF  I^EW  York. — ^Effobts  for  Peace. 

4 

New  York.  March  9th.  1767. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  The  President,  In  the  name  of  Measre.  Pleter  Clopper,  Dirk  Lefferta  and  Jno 
Durye,  asked  the  Consistory  to  appoint  a  committee  of  four  or  five  to  meet  8om« 
of  the  Dutch  party  In  order  to  make  peace;  and  If  possible  to  empower  them  b 
make  a  FlntA  Resolution. 


-i.    fcr 


ir 
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-,  Thli  bavins  been  mntually  considored  It   wa«  rPBolvod  that  the  appointment 

i     «t  a  committee  bereln  would  do  harm  rather  than  good,  and  therefore  they  who 

i«ked  It  were  desired  to  present  their  proposal  of  peace,  signed  by  each  one  of 

tbem;  for  the  Consistory  were  very  willing  to  hear  from  them  anything  that  might 

tnnher  rest  and  peace,  and  would  appoint  a  time  when  they  would  meet  for  such 

t  hearing  lo  the  Consistory  Chamber. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltzema.  p.  t.  Presldeht. 

History  of  Attempts  to  Secure  Church  Charters. 

Report  of  the  Council  of  New  York  on  the  Preceding  Papers. 
March  24,  1767.     (See  July  10,  1767 ;  Aug.  26,  1767.) 

May  It  Please  Yoor  Bxcellency 

h  Obedience  to  your  Excellency's  Order  In  Conncll  of  the  4th  nltlmo.  referring 
tl «  i  letter  of  the  29th  of  July  last,  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade 
M  Plintatlons;  and  requiring  onr  advice  and  Information  on  the  Petition  therein 
^^1  iKlond.  lately  presented  to  his  Majesty,  by  the  "Present  Ministers  of  the  Preshp- 
Ms  Chmrch  In  the  City  of  New  York,  praying  to  be  Incorporated  by  a  Charter 
Mv  the  Seal  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  for  the  Purposes  set  forth  in  the  said 
VMUoo.*'    The  Committee  have  dnely  considered  the  same,  and  beg  leave  to  repre- 
iBt  to  year  Bxcellency: 
^19     Alt  on  the  8th  of  Febmary  1769,  a  Petition  was  preferred  to  Lieutenant  Gov- 
^  '^  «Hr  De  Lancey  by  the  "  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of 
III  aty  of  Vmp  7orfe"  praying  to  be  incorporated;  and  afterwards  on  the  14th 
IhRh  following,  reported  by  the  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred,  and  a  Charter 
•iriMd  to  be  granted  to  the  Petitioners— That  on  the  SOth  March  1750.  a  like  Peti- 
te was   presented  to   Mr.   De  Lancey   by  the   "Minister,   Elders.   Deacons  and 
ftMteea  of  the  Pretbwterian  Churrh  of  the  city  of  New  York'*  and  referred  to  a 
flainlttfn    Thnt  on  the  9th  February  1763.  an  Application  of  the  same  Nature 
M  fliade  by  the  "Minister.  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
fhmxh  of  the  Township  of  Orange**  and  referred  to  a  Committee— That  on  the  16th 
Jfaivh  1768,  a  Petition  of  the  "Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  French  Protcs- 
imd  ChurcK  of  the  City  of  Heio  York,**  praying  to  be  incorporated,  was  road  In 
OomicU;  and  likewise  referred  to  a  Committee— And  that  on  the  9th  September  176.3. 
Cfee  Imihtrane  by  a  second  Petition,  prayed  a  Warrant  might  Issue  to  the  Attorney 
Gcaeral.  to  prepare  a  Draft  of  the  Chartvr  ordere<1  on  their  former  Petition:  both 
which  Petitions,  the  Council  advised  Mr.  Colden  to  transmit  to  the  Right  Honorable 
the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations— That  Mr.  Colden.  whose  Rea- 
•oii«  will  appear  by  his  Letters  on  this  Subject,  did  transmit  the  snid  two  Petitions; 
and  receive  their  Lordships  Answer,  by  their  Letter  of  the  16th  July  1764.  wherein 
la  the  following  Paragraph.     "We  have  attentively  considered  the  Petition  of  the 
Minister.   Elders  and   Deacons  of  the  Lutheran  Church,   praying  for  a   Charter  of 
Ineorpormtion;  and  though  we  shall  be  at  all  Times  desirous  of  concurring;  in  any 
ICeaanre.  that  may  contribute  to  the  Satisfaction  of  every  pious  Community,  the 
principles  of  which  are  not  adverse  to  the  Religious  Constitution  of  thrnc  Kingdoms: 
Tet  It  does  not  appear  to  ns  from  anything  set  forth  in  their  Petition,  that  such  an 
in^forporaiiom  la  at  present  Necessary  or  Expedient." 

Except  the  Charters  granted  to  the  Church  of  England,  all  the  Instances  of  such 
Ineorpoimttona  within  this  Province,  (four  only  in  number)  are  confined  to  the  Dutch, 
whose  claims  to  this  Distinction,  are,  the  Committee  apprehend,  grounded  on  one  of 
the  ArHeUa  of  OapUulatkm,  on  the  Surrender  of  the  Colony  In  the  year  1664.  by 
which  It  la  declared  "that  the  Dutch  here,  shall  enjoy  the  Liberty  of  their  Con- 
•cfcnccM  In  Dlrlne  Worship,  and  Church  Discipline." 

In  the  Petition  now  under  consideration,  it  is  asserted  as  an  Inducement  to  the 
Grant;  "That  his  Majesty's  Subjects  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  Dutch 
Bngllah  of  the  Presbifterian  Perswasion,  arc  a  great  majority  of  the  whole 
iber  of  Ita  Inhabitants:"     This  Suggestion,   though  It  should  be  iiWc^^^^  Vtv 
waptct  to  Nvmbaia,  cannot  be  admitted,  aa  to  the  Connection  \t  aTipi>o«e«  Y^\.\?^tl 
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Metober.  rornnury  una  othert,  and  benra  tbe  colonltti  iiMnm 
ird  All  American  Episcopate.  Charters  had  been  denMJ* 
ninatloDR  except  the  Rpiacopal  and  Reformed  Dntch.  An  iWr 
1>r  the  rrpslifterlana  in  New  York  aa  late  as  17V7.  wis  UW 
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tho   Tfoplc  of   thoho   two   DciiiiiiilnHtioii'*:   Tho   Diircb   werr   ori;rInalIy  part  of  tbt 
(^bun-h  of  Hollniiil.  aixl  <'oiiforiii  tlirnisclvcM  to  tbe  I>oi'trlne  Worship  and  EMsciikli&e 
approved  by  tho  National   SviumI  uf  l>rir<lri'»'lit ;   \VlMT«*as  the   l*my<»r  of  tbe  Prti- 
tlononi.  Itt  to  bo  Iiirorp(tnit<>iI   by   tlic   "Naiiio  and   StUc^  of  tho   Mluisteni,  Eidcn; 
D(*ncons  and  Tru«t«M*n  of  tlu»  Vrinhytrrinn  riinn*li  of  tbo  City  of  Now  York,  acfonl- 
inK  to  the   WtHtminntir  CuuftKsiun  of  Faith,  CntrrhitmH,  and  Dimlory,  nint^«bl#  to 
the  prenent  establlsbi'd  Cbnri'li  of  Srotland."— In  rr;;nrd  to  tbe  other  Alinntlou  il 
the    rotltlon,    tlio    Coniinltt^'o  dlsoov«»r  no  oKsontial   or  inntvrlHi   Pifforencf  In  the 
ClrcumHtanofH  of  the   roiitlonors,  and  tiio  otlnr  Trotostant  ronirroKntloriit.  cot  of 
the  Communion  of  the  Church  of  England,  whereon  to  sronnd  any  Preftrence.   M 
It  la  HHHcrtod   by  the  IVtitlontTS.  Tlmt   "tbo  old  EnylUh  StatuUn  of  f'tiifomitif.  ^ 
not  extend  to  America ;"  Wbotbor  thoKo  StatntoH.  or  that  of  tbe  Ttth  Anne  Cap.  9. 
which  is  niudo  an  (*HNontini  part  of  tbo  Act  of  Tnion;  do  or  do  not  extmdtethe 
Pinutations.  Is  a  Question  of  wlilcb  tbe  roniniittoi*  do  not  concoivo  tbomiielreseai- 
potent   JudKoH-,    and    which    appcam    no<-cssary    to   bo   determined    on    the  hi|^ 
authority.  pn>vlous  to  any  llnal  roHoiution  on  tbo  Petition:  lest  sucb  /ncorporsfiaa 
miffbt  be  conMltiered  aH  n>pu}n*iint  to  the  proviijions  of  those  StatutoiB.* 
All  of  which  is  humbly  submit tinl 

Hy  Onlor  of  the  Committee, 
City  of  New  York.  Jos.  Reade.  Chaimun. 

24th  March,  1767. 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  III.  pp.  am.  s«. 

•AN   EPISCOPATE   IN   AMERICA. 

Tbe  Society  for  the  I*ropaf:ation  of  the  Gospel  In  Forelprn  Parts  wma  foimMh 
1701.  They  sent  many  clergymen  to  America.  As  early  as  1714  an  order  was  obtaM 
from  Queen  Anne  for  the  drauKht  of  a  Mil  for  an  American  Episcopate,  bat  «M 
her  death  soon  after,  the  matter  seems  to  have  been  dropped  for  a  conslderaUc  tm 
But  the  dissentinK  meniiiers  of  the  colony  had  repeatedly  suffered  from  the  opiiiiatoj 
of  such  Governors  as  Fletcher.  Cornbury  and  others,  and  hence  the  colonists  iiiIiM 
every   approach    toward    an    .'  -    .  -  - 

churches  of  all  denominations 
cation  for  a  charter 

refused.    It  was  Just  at  this  Juncture  that  an  effort  was  again  made  for  an  Amerleii 
Episcopate.  ^ 

On  I'Vbruary  20.  17«7.  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff.  In  a  sermon  before  tbe  Sodf^^K 
PropasratinK  the  Gospel,  attain  recommended  an  American  Episcopate.  He  refnttdv 
the  Americans  in  very  uncomplimentary  terms:  yet  the  Episcopal  clerisy  la  Aoenjl 
toc»k  ocj'saion  thereupon  to  urpe  their  claims.  Petitions  were  sent  to  the  W^ftv 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  to  tbe  University  of  Cambridge,  upon  this  iDbjMl* 
and  printed  app4>als  were  made  in  America.  This  aroused  the  Dissenters  agalnfttij 
estsbllRhment  of  one  form  of  rellKion.  They  feared  the  svstem  In  all  ita  d^^*"]!! 
ments.  tithes,  spiritual  courts,  canon  law.  as  in  England.  \et  they  did  not  object  to 
Bishops  unattended  by  any  temporal  powers  or  dijrnlties. 

Willinm  Llvlnt'ston  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  taking  ^'^*S 
to  his  charjres  atralnst  the  morals  and  culture  of  the  colonists.  He  does  not  towj 
upon  the  merits  of  the  proposed  Episcopate.  In  reference  to  the  neplect  of  ini»J2 
provision  for  ministers  to  which  the  Bishop  referred,  he  reminded  bim  of  tbe  pei* 
cutions  and  intolerance  which  compelled  tne  colonists  to  seek  the  American  sborw 
to  escape  tbe  usurpations  over  consciences,  and  to  enjoy  the  right  of  private  JooJ 
ment.  lie  declared  that  the  Bishop  had  been  deceived  as  to  tne  facts.— This  PJJJ' 
plilet  was  ImmedlMtely  republlsbwi  In  London,  and  excited  much  attention.  »*'' 
Charles  In>:Hs.  of  Trinity  rhurch.  New  York,  attempted  an  answer  to  It.  .. 

We  cannot  properly  understand  our  Itevolutlonary  history  unlets  we  remember  *»* 
extent  to  which  tbe  religions  and  political  discussions  were  Interwoven.  Tbe  i^ 
ousy  of  the  DNsenters  bad  Its  rise  in  the  verv  foundations  of  the  settlement?.  '-^ 
least  encroachment  of  Ki>lsropal  power  was  therefore  resisted.  .^ 

Mr.  Livlnpston  wns  the  editor  of  the  American  Whle.  and  was  assisted  hy  ftrti^'^j 
of  Rev.  Archllinld  Lnldlle  of  the  Dutch  Church,  Dr.  John  Rodjrers  of  the  Presbyter;* 
Church,  and  probablv  by  Dr.  .Tohn  M.  Mason  of  the  Scotch  Church.    Answers  ^^ 
attempted   by   Rr-vs.   rimndler,   Samuel    Seabury.   and   Charles   IngUa.    Some  oi   ^ 
Essays  on  the  Livingston  side  wore  also  written  In  Dutch. 

BlSMOr    WlIITK   ON    TITE    Si'.l'T.VKI.VN    .TKAI.i»ISV    IN    TIIK    COLOVY    IX    17^7. 

In  regard  to  the  motives  of  the  parties  in  the  dispute ''J 

there  are  cireunistonces  which  chnrlty  may  apply  to  the  most  favourable  condnsi^^jj 
As  the  Episcopal  clerjry  disclaimed  the  designs  and  the  expectations  of  which  ^  ^ 
were  accus«»d.  and  as  tb«»  same  wns  done  by  their  advocates  on  the  other  side  or  ^ 
water,  partlculnrlv  by  the  principal  of  them,  the  great  and  good  Archbishop  Setr"^ 
they  ought  to  be 'supposed  to  have  had  In  view  an  episcopacy  purely  rellglona.  . 
the  other  hand,  as  their  opponents  laid  aside  their  resistance  of  the  religious  Ij 
of  It,  as  soon  as  American  independence  had  done  away  all  political  danger,  i* 
before  existed,  it  ought  to  l)e  believed  that  In  their  former  profesaed  apprehensl*- 
tbey  were  sincere vS 
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CoLLEOE. — Call  for  a  Meetiso  of  the  Teustees  of 

n's  College   Issued  oy  ApitiL  4,  1767,  to  be  Held  os 

3EC0ND  Tuesday  of  May,  1767. 

the  Xew  York  Mercury  of  the  following  dates,  viz.,  April 

20,  27,  May  4tli,  1767. 

Bersen  Coantj,  April  4th,  1767, 

t,  a  Domber  of  Dulcb  Ministers  aod  Rldprs  have  taken  Into  lerlona  eon- 
tbe  Dianj  and  daoii^roui  Inconveniences  and  abates  wblcb  bsve  crept 
churches,  wbereb;  the  progreaa  of  true  Chrlstianltj  atiil  knowledge  and 
■  obntnicted.  and  wi(b  wblcb  they  have  been  Krevlouslr  laflleted  cbeM 
TB :  and  being  desirous  to  rectlf;  them  and  restore  their  Church  to  Ita 
Dd  proper  lustre  and  dignity,  after  solemn  bumlllatloDS,  fastlngra  and 
ifure  the  Throne  of  Grace,  with  alt  those  among  tbeir  flocks  who  thonght 

Join  Ihem  :  agreed  at  last  to.  and  judged  It  the  odIt  remaining  remedy, 
1  SemlnBrj'  or   College.  In   which   the  American   youth   might  be  regularly 

and  nrt*r  the  manner  and  custom  of  the  United  ProTlnces.  and  other 
;  Reformed  European  Churches  wberefrom  their  anceBtors  proceeded ;  and 
e  the  most  pious  and  capable  to  the  weighty  Ooapel  function  whereby  tbe 
and  happiness  of  tbe  numerous  Body  of  the  Dutch  people  might  be  con- 
respcrt  to  tbeIr  loyalty.  Industry  and  Christian  Religion.  It  also  pleased 
of  KlDCS.  In  whose  hands  the  hearts  of  Kings  are.  and  who  promised  that 
gs  should  be  mirslng  Fathers,  and  tlieir  Queens  auralng  motherB  to  the 
>  favor  the  hunitile  address  of  the  MlnlnterB  and  Elders,  to  his  Excellency, 
-rtnklln.  Esq.,  Governor  and  Com mnnder-ln- Chief  In  and  over  bis  Majeity'i 
of  New  Jersey,  etc..  whereby  they  have  obtained  his  Majesty's  Letters' 
a  Charier,  or  Royal  Grant,  bearing  date  the  10th  day  of  November,  1768. 
I  College  j^fllted  Queen's  College.  In  the  Province  of  New  Jersey,  and  a 
in  or  Body  Pollllc.  together  with  all  the  prlrlleges.  powers,  anthorttles  and 
onglng  thereto,  as  is  customary  and  lawful  In  any  College  la  bis  Majesty's 

Great  Britain:  the  sacred  trust  of  which  Is  committed  to  tb«  car«  and 
of  these  following  worthy  and  eminent  gentlemen,  In  company  with  ■ 
number  of  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  residing  In  tbls  and  tbe  two  adjacent 
nts.  created  and  constituted  to  be  ODvernorH  and  Trustees  of  saJd  Qaeena 

Of  the  City  of  New  York. 


f  the  Province. 


Jtev.  Samuel 

VerhT 

■Tck.  Tappfian. 

Rev.  Ellardui 

1  Wea 

terlo.  Albany, 

nati.  Catsklll, 

Rev.  M.  Goci 

achlai 

1.  New  Paltz, 

Wm,  Johnson,  Bart., 
)ert  LlvlngsloD.  Eaq,. 
.  Johannls  Hardenberg, 
^  Abram  Haabroeck. 
H  Paattng,  Esq., 
.  J  as,  BrlnckerboIT, 
.  Nicholas  Stniwell. 
.  Matthew  Hoffman, 
r.  Barent  Vrooman.  Schenectady. 

Of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey. 
His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  "I    p^^  ^j^^ 

The  President  of  the  ConncH.  1        ^^^^ 

Tbe  Honorable,  the  Chief  Justice,  f      [^j^- 
The  Attorney-General.  J 

XT  HasKnclever,  Rev.  John  Lejdt,  Brunn<\cU, 

airlet  Ftther,  Esq.,  Bev.  Dnvld  Hkrinns,  &cb(iae^<^'n]>^< 
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Philip  French,  ReT.  Martlnus  Van  Harlingen, 

John  Van  Metern,  Rey.  Jacob  RoUe  Hardenberg,  at  Rartt 

Peter  Schenck,  Rev.  Wm.  Jackson,  Bergen, 

Peter  Zabriskle,  Esq.,  Rev.  P.  Wyberg,  Philadelphia, 

Tuynes  Dye,  Esq.,  ReT.  Jonathan  Dn  Bois,  Bncka,  In 

Hendrlck  Kuypers,  Esq.,  sylvanla, 
Ber.  ^ohn  H.  Ooetschlns,  Hackensack, 

It  is  also  ordered  and  directed,  in  the  same  Royal  Patent,  that  the  llrst 
of  the  said  Trustees  shall  be  held  at  or  near  the  County  House  of  New  Barl 
or  Hackensack  town,  in  Bergen  County,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  May  next, 
and  when  said  Trustees  are  to  be  properly  and  duly  qualified  by  any  one  of 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  Judges  of  the  inferior  Court  of  Common  Pteai^ 
the  Colony  of  New  Jersey,  before  they  proceed  to  any  business. 

I,  therefore,  the  subscriber,  with  the  advice  of  others,  do  by  these  preaenti 
public  notice  of  the  said  meeting,  and  with  all  due  submission  and  respect  to 
above-named  gentlemen,  I  invite  them  and  humbly  crave  their  presence  and 
descenslon  to  such  a  necessary  and  salutary  laborious  task,  putting  In 
of  the  words  of  the  holy  apostle  Paul  to  the  Hebrews,  cha».  vl :  10,  **  For  Goi 
not  unrighteous  to  forget  your  work  and  labor  of  Ism,   which  ye  hmve 
toward  his  name.  In  that  ye  have  ministered  to  the  saints,  and  do  minister. 

John  H.  Goetschlna,  Y.  D.  IL 

[The  above  was  copied  from  the  files  of  the  New  York  Mercury,  In  the  New 
Historical  Society  In  1884,  by  B.  T.  C] 


Acts  op  the  Olassis  of  Amstsrdam. 

Letters. 

1767,  April  6th.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Extents  read  to  the 
meeting  two  letters  for  Suriname: 

One  to  New  York  to  that  Assembly  of  ministers  and  elden 
which  subordinate  themselves  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam ;  with 
which  will  be  sent  the  Acta  of  the  Synod  of  1766. 

One  to  Cnracoa,  to  Rev.  Warraoldus  Kuyper  with  the  Acta  of 
the  Synod  of  1766;  all  under  date  of  April  6,  and  all  of  which 
were  approved  for  forwarding,     xiv.  109. 

Tub  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Confjprentie,  April  6, 

1767.     Vol.  31,  Page  288,  No.  173. 

To  the  Assembly  of  Ministers  and  Elders  subordinate  to  the  Claatis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren  : — 

The  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  of  1765,  with  our  accompanytng 
letters,  of  April  7th.  1766,  in  the  maintenance  of  oor  fraternal  correspondence  wltli 
you,  we  trust  have  come  to  your  hands.  We  also  send  you  now  the  Mlnates  of  the 
Synod  of  North  Holland  for  1766.  and  hope  that  the  same  may  aafely  teach  yoo. 
We  have  nothing  to  add  at  present,  except  our  fervent  prayer  to  Ood  that  yen  may 
proBper  and  be  in  health,  and  especially  that  your  souls  may  pro^r.    May  tli» 
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atsresatloni  eatruated   to  joar  ovinlsht,   bare  pence  and  be  edlBvd;  maj  tbe; 
M  be  multEplled.  and  walk  Id  the  feftr  Ot  the  Lord  and  Ui«  comtoiU  ot  tbs  H0I7 

W*  are  and  remain  etc-,  ate. 

Wm.  Vanden  Broak.  Serlba. 
I  Claaala,  Amatcrdam  April  6.  ITflT. 

C1.ABSI8  OF  Amsterdam  to  Eev,  Warmoldus  Kuypers,  at 

CUKACDA,   IN    THE  "WeST    INDIES.   17C8.       VoL.    31,    pAGB 

289,  No.  174. 
Very  Eev.  Sir  and  Brother: — 

For  maiataiuing  our  fraternal  correspondence  with  your  Rev., 
we  send  to  your  Eev.  the  Acts  of  the  Svnod  of  North  Holland, 
last  held  in  the  previoiis  year,  1766,  in  this  city,  with  the  request 
that,  as  customary,  you  give  it  to  read  to  the  very  Eev.  Gentlemen, 
ministers  on  the  neighboring  islands. 

For  the  present  we  have  nothing  to  add,  save  that  the  Very 
Hon.  Messrs.  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  will,  in  all 
probahility,  this  year,  yet  aend  your  Eev.  a  good  colleague,  to 
listen  your  heavy  labors  and  with  your  Eev,,  do  the  work  of 
the  liOrd  in  your  ohurcli. 

Meanwhile  we  heartily  desire  that,  preaching  God's  Word  in 
pOTl^,  you  may  continue  in  season  and  out  of  seasoD,  refuting, 
nproving  and  exhorting  in  all  longsuffering  and  doctrine,  setting 
■n  esample  to  the  believers,  in  word,  in  walk,  in  love,  in  the 
iptrit,  in  faith,  in  purity,  to  be  an  honor  to  Christ,  and  to  promote 
the  salvation  of  the  souls  entrusted  to  vour  care.  May  God  grant 
TOO  this  blessing  to  that  end.  We  are  and  remain  with  hearty 
•£Fection,  as  above. 

Chubcu  of  New  Yokk. 
Continned  neutrality  of  the  Consistory.     Third  Church  Huilding. 

New  York,  April  27tli,  1T6T. 
beld  after  calUng  on  God'a  name. 
ilDttoD  ot  Octotwr  Tth,  1TS5,  coacernlnK  tbe  poaltlon  ot  the  Cooiliitorr  In 
I  of  tbe  CoetuB.  and   tbe  Confcrentle.  waa   read  by  tbe 
Conalators'  rcaolred  still  to  abide  bj  tbat  rewUntion,  and 
nn  not  Inclined  to  acod  domlne  Laldlle  end  Elders  to  the  aame. 

tbe  building  of  a  Third  Church   waa   preaented.   and 
£3800.,   and   aome   ablUlDga.     Whcrenpon   a   c<nnm\U<«  >niA 
to  aMalB  p)«D>  and  a  atrlct  eatlmat«  ot  coiU,  m  tbat  the  eQii»\atoTT  ^uM 


1767 


4088  Ecclesiastical  Records 

be  in  a  condition  to  act  farther.    Pleter  Marechalk,  Tht.  Van  Wyck.  Isaac  RooMTelt, 
Andrew  Marschalk  and  Garrlt  Abeel  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Tha.  Van  Wyck  produced  three  leases  which  had  been  booght  In,  for  £210^ 
It  was  resolved  to  restore  this  money  ont  of  the  first  incoming  subscrlptioiw  or  fTMl 
some  other  source. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltasma,  p.  t  'PrmUmtL 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

1767,  May  4th.  Art.  8.  The  ReT.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  have  recelTed  a  Httm 
from  New  York,  dated  February  18,  1767.  signed  by  thirteen  members;  cncktslig 
one  from  Poughkeepsle,  dated  December  22,  1766,  signed  by  Frymott*  Kok, 
Rysdyk.     The  enclosure  contained  a  request  for  a  minister. 

XIT.  112. 


Acts  of  the  Rev.  Assembly  of  Ministers  and  Elders,  (• 
Conferentie),   Unt>er  the  Rev.   Classis  of  AmsteboaMi 
Held  at  Xew  York,  May  5  &  6,  1767. 

Tuesday,  ilay  6tli — Forenoon. 

1.  Offloera  and  Member$. — ^The  Assembly  met,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  bf  Doau 
Bitsema,  as  last  President,  who  was  again  called  to  the  same  post. 

Members  Present 

John  Rltsema  J.  C.  Rubel,  and  his  Elder. 

Lamb.  De  Ronde  J.  M.  Kern,  and  his  Elder. 

Joannes  Schuyler  J.  Rysdyclc,  and  his  Elder. 

Ulplanus  Van  Sinderen,  and  his  Elder. 

2.  Communications. — The  letter  of  the  Rey.  Classis,  of  April  7,  1765.  being  the 
last  which  was  received  with  the  acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  was  read. 
From  this  it  was  perceived  that  the  Rev.  Classis  approved  our  last  proceedings,  and 
recommended  us  to  maintain  carefully  the  Constitution  of  the  Church,  and  to  aid 
those  who  manifested  subordination. 

3.  Propotals  for  Vnion. — The  President  informed  the  Assembly  of  an  interchanga 
of  letters  between  himself  and  Dom.  J.  H.  Goetschius  respecting  the  reunion,  and 
this  was  conflrmed  by  Dom.  De  Ronde  and  Dom.  Rubel,  who  had  had  converaatioii  on 
the  same  subject  with  some  members  of  the  Coetus.  From  this  originated  the 
proposal  of  certain  articles  as  a  basis  of  union. 

Separated  with  thanksgiving  to  God ;  to  meet  in  the  morning,  at  nine  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  ^laj  6 — Forenoon. 

Opened  with  prayer. 

The  proposal  for  peace  was  considered,  and,  with  some  additions,  pat  Into  tho 
form  of  a  letter,  which,  it  was  resolved,  should  be  sent  to  the  brethren  who 
at  nackensack  on  the  ensuing  Tuesday. 

Whereupon  the  meeting  concluded  with  thanksglying. 

Signed,  in  the  name  of  all, 

John  BltMma,  PregMent 


OP  THE  State  of  New  Yohk,  4089 

1 
Copj  ol  the  Letter  of  Ibe  Bev.  Aaseiubly  lo  tbe  Brctbr?n  al  IIickeDBBck. 

and  Kldtrs  under  tbe  Rev.  CIbbsIs  of  Amsterdam,  met 
teHrned  tbat  there  was  ainoDg  the  bicthcen  wbo  call 
«  tbe  CoetQH  some  maTemeiit  toward  a  hdIod  with  u» — a  mitter  which  wal 
ouree  ot  ]or.  jet  awakened  some  atulel;  aa  to  the  wa;  and  maDDec  Id  which 
1  dealrable  end  waa  (o  be  reached.  ~  To  make  a  proposal  on  thla  sabject,  brethreo, 
I  aa  mucb  dlfflcnlt;  Id  Itielf,  tbat  even  the  leaat  objectionable  one  mar  jet  aubvert 
dealred  object;  tor  which  reaiton,  we  bave  noted  onl;  this  In  advance,  aa  what 

1.  The    brethren    ahalt    flrmlr   hold    with    UB    aubordlDBtlon    to    the    Ret.    ClIMl* 

intlDg  to  the  B;nodlcal  decree  of  1703. 
^  No   mlDlstera  or  elder*  aliall  l>e  present  Id  tbe  Aiaemblj'  except  auch  as  have 
* —  ~-  deem  a  lawful  commlsBlOD :  tbat  Is,  bave  been  sent  by  the  Re*.  Olaails,  or 
here  b;  their  order,  or  recogniied  on  tbelr  rccoanuendfltlon.  or  tbat  of  aome 
Claaaia  In  .the  Netbertaoda. 
k.  The  qaeatloTi  how  tbe  oilDlatera  otherwise  ordained  arc  lo  be  treated,  we  shall 
to  our  mutual  wtlsf action. 

to  the  ordlnatloD  of  olhers,   Ibat  stumbling- block  will  be  taken  oat  Of  tbe 
re  fall  npon  flt  aubjecta,  and  provide  tbe  meann  of  a  suitable  education. 
M  things  are  acceptable  to  tbe  bretbreD.  It  la  our  uBaalmnus  deaire  that  a 
should   be  appointed  for  the  ensulDg  autuniD.   s^y   tbe  first  Tueadaj   Id 
wbtch  ever;  one.  If  alive  and  well,  shall  attend. 

Ibis  proposal  demands  that  everything  which  In  the  least  hlodera  peact 
ase.  we  promise  that  we  will  not  Install  a  Conslstor;  at  Tappaa.  or  call  a 
Water  Ibere.  on  condition  that  ;ou  wilt  Dot  Introduce  a  minister  at  Harlem  or 
iKmetua,  or  anywbere  else. 

CadenUDdlDg   that  jou   will   hold   j-our   meeting  at    Ilackensnck   ou    the  coming 

uae  this  opportunity  to  make  our  proposal  known  to  you  all ;  and  we 

70D  will  consider  it  maturely.  Id  tbe  fear  of  tbe  Lord,  nnd  eommDDlcate 

,  so  that  we  uiay  know  bow  we  are  to  govern  ouraelvea,  and 

:  aod  itint  thin  will  be  done  wllhin  six  weeks. 

We  nibacrlhe  ourselves,  wltb  much  respect. 


Turk.  Uaj  6,  I76T. 

CiicRcn  OF  Xgw  York. 
Lawyers'  fees.     Manor  of  Fordhnm.     Tliinl  Chiirdi  liHilding. 

New  York.  Mo;  lllb,  ITOT. 
held  after  calling  on  liod's  name. 
L  1V«  IndentDrea  for  leaaed  fn'ounda  In  William  St.,  one  to  Edward  Meeks,  and 

Isaac  Treedenberg  were  presented  and  ordered  to  be  senled. 
S.  Tke  lawyer's  casta  amounting  lo  £170:  2 :  D  were  presented,  and  tbe  Treasurer 
antliorlsed  to  pay  the  same  out  of  the  first  incoming  rents  or  capital. 

J,  RItzema.  p.  t.  President. 

Xew  York,  May  25tb,  1787. 

I.  After  tbe  oanal  report  of  the  House  visitation.  Capt.  Ths.  CIsrke  appeared  In 
■  inellin  >Dd  offered  to  buy  oar  mortgage  on  J.  Valentyn'a  farm  in  tbe  Manor  of 
rtham  with  tba  paymeDt  of  one  year's  Interest,  of  tbe  £500. ;  tbe  Consistory  how- 
w  (Mbc  a  credit  for  the  two  years  iDtereat.  Two  days  delay  waa  desired  In 
hr  to  see  by  tbe  Treasnref  If  one   year's   Interest   waa  still   to   be  had   from 

L  ^o  pUM  fta  bnlldlDg  a  Third  Church  were  presented.      That  of  Mr.  Bree«ted« 
•  efeoBM,  wttH  tbe  olNtrvatlon,  tbat  tbe  breadth  should  be  74  lnUe&&  ot  10  l«*^, 
I  tt*  paun  ikanld  tdd  alJ  tbe  way  op  to  m  to  support  the  toot. 
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3.  ReiojTed  that  the  committee  on  plans  shoald  obtain  a  cloM  esttmat*  of  tk 
cost  of  inch  a  church  built  of  clipatone,  ao  that  we  may  know  what  sroimd  tiMft  I 
to  go  upon  in  completing  it 

4.  Reaolved  that  Deacons  Abeel,  Marschalk  and  Booserelt  damand  a  third  oC  HI 
money  subscribed ;  and  the  receipt  of  the  money  be  entrusted  to  tha  laat  namsd. 

Signed  etc^ 

J.  Ritaema,  p.  t.  Praildnt 

Meeting  of  the  Coetus  at  Hackensack,  ICay  18,  1767.  Mlnntas  not  rteoversd,  ij 
correspondence  was  suspended  with  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  at  this  tlmsw 

Ret.  William  Hanna  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  May  29,  1767.  Also  aketdl  of  Mj 
Hanna,  Doc.  Hist  N.  Y.  4to.,  It.  286.  See  also  pp.  279,  280.  He  was  tbt  tq 
Presbyterian  clergyman  of  Albany.     In  1771  he  became  an  Episcopalian. 


Governor  Moorjb  to  the  Earle  of  Shelburxe. 

Complaints  of  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel.     Rights  of  tU 
Church.     Land  grants  to  Trinity  Church  and  Kings  College. 

Fort  George,  New  York,  June  9,  1767.  < 
My   Lord, 

It  is  Impossible  for  me  to  express  the  concern  and  astonishment  I  was 
on  receiTing  your  Lordships  letter  of  the  11th  of  April  [1767]^  indoslns  the 
of  two  Petitions,  one  from  the  Sooietp  far  propagating  the  Ooapel,  and  the 
from  Samuel  Robinson  &  his  associates;  although  some  people  have  often 
free  with  the  characters  of  His  Majesty's  Govemors  in  America  in  common 
sation,  and  have  frequently  misrepresented  their  actions,  yet  I  always  thought 
so  much  decency  would  constantly  be  preserved  in  an  address  to  the  Crows, 
It  should  contain  no  assertions 'of  Facts  but  what  were  incontestable;  I  beg 
to  assure  your  Lordship  that  this  Is  very  far  from  being  the  case  at  present. 
that  it  gave  me  the  highest  satisfaction  to  And  that  His  Majesty  was  det< 
not  only  to  have  the  strictest  enquiry  made  into  the  circumstances  of  the  chaifll 
In  the  Petition,  but  that  he  expected  the  clearest  and  fullest  answers  to  every  ptf 
of  It.  As  I  am  persuaded  that  when  the  truth  is  laid  open  It  will  fully  appil 
that  I  have  neither  perverted  the  Power  lodged  In  my  hands  nor  acted  la  wi 
manner  derogatory  to  my  station  and  that  so  far  from  deserving  the  least  imifn 
tatlon  of  Oppression.  I  have  made  disinterestedness  the  characteristic  of  my  adali 
istratlon  as  I  thought  It  Incumbent  on  me  to  support  in  every  shape  the  dignity  i 
the  Commission  with  which  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  honor  me.  To  bsrf 
my  answer  as  far  back  as  I  can,  I  beg  leave  to  transcribe  some  minntes  of  tt 
Council   which   are  as   follows. 

On  Wednesday  the  10th  of  April  1765  the  Lieutenant  Governor  laid  before  tl 
Council  Ills  Majesty's  ordpr  in  Council  dated  July  20th  1764  declaring  the  Rtfl 
Connecticut  to  be  the  Boundary  between  the  Provinces  of  New  York  and  Hi 
Hampshire. 


It  would  be  proper  to  observe  here  that  these  Lands  though  petitioned  for 
a  grant  from  New  Hampshire  were  within  20  Miles  of  Hudson's  River,  hot  Wfi 
still  notwithstanding  the  encroachment,  protected,  on  account  of  the  Settlement  I 
them,  although  the  Title  set  up  was  rejected. 

As  it  was  necessary  that  something  should  be  done  to  enconraca  people  to  sttC 
in  those  parts  I  determined  then  to  engage  personally  In  It,  and  to  take  vp  a  Tin 
of  Land  there  which  should  be  distributed  out  to  poor  FamUlea  In  Small  Fkn 
on  the  condition  that  they  should  begin  upon  the  Manufacture  of  Pot  Ash  and  II 
Culture  of  Hemp ;  His  Majesty's  Council  having  approved  of  my  plan  conacall 

to  have  a  Township  laid  out  for  me  and  some  other  associated  with  me  at  twA 

------  —  -  -        ■        ■ 

•See  said  letter.  Doc.  Hist.  N.  T.  4to  ed.  Iv.  865.    Also  the  whole  dlaenssloa,  I 
829875. 
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I  bats  dlrtetid  ft  ChDich  to  ba  bnllt  ftt  m;  lole  cipence  In  tbe  CcDtcr  ot  the 

Tmnublp,  and  ibtll  Mt  >E*rt  a  larce  Farm  u  a  Glebe  for  tba  iDcambeot ;  These 

lawnnrtl  I  am  penoaded  will  contrlbate  greatlj  to  the  peoplloB  ot  Chat  part  ot 

tlw  FroTliiM,  (or  maiir  wnlthr  peiwms  InhabllaDta  ot  this  Town  on  seeing  what 

I  bave  dane,  and  iClll  propow  to  do.  hare  associated  themielTes  together  in  lufflcleDt 

I     >nmbera  to  b«  entitled  to  Townships  there,  and  have  uken  all  the  nectasarj  steps 

to  earrj  their  Flan*  Into  eiecotloD,  mno;  people  belog  actaallr  emplojed  In  sor- 

k    veylng   and  dlTldlng   Into  different   Lotts   the   Land*   Ihe;   hare  taken  np ;    I    haTC 

r    likewise  had  a  Townahlp  laid  cot  and  Tested  In  Trnstees  far  the  ase  of  the  Mlnli' 

(era   ot  the  Ooapel  according  to  tli«  Commanlou  ol   the  Church  ol  England,  and 

'      another  tor   the  ase  ot  [he  College  here  that  the  opportunity  might  not  be  lost 

I     «f  ImproTlng  the  Uorala  aa  well  as  lorlunea  ol  the  New  Settlers  In  so  distant  a 

I     part  of  the  FroTlnce. 

M7  Lord, 

Your  Lordshlpa  most  obedient  and  bumble  SeiTant. 

U.  Moore. 
BIfbt  Honorable 

Barl  ot  Sbelbame.— Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  tII.  pp.  030,  031.  933,  638. 


GOVEKXOR  JIOORE  TO  THE  EaRL  OF   SlIELBUKXE. 

Fort  Ocorge.  New  York,  June  10  1767. 
Hj  Lord 

After  BO  long  a  letter  as  I  have  already  addressed  to  j-oar  Lordship  In  answer 
to  Boblnaons  relltloo.  It  Is  a  matter  of  concern  (6  me  that  the  relltton  which  ac- 
f— ipanled  It  tram  the  Society  tor  propagating  the  Goapet  puts  me  under  the  neces- 
rity  of  aaylng  anything  more  on  the  same  subject.  That  a  man  of  so  notoilons  a 
(karaeter  as  Robinson  should  derlate  from  Truth  In  any  repceseulatlon  of  Facta, 
■i  no  kind  of  surprise  to  those  who  know  bim  bere,  but  that  so  respectable  a  Society 
tS  that  for  propagating  the  Gosjiel  abonld  present  a  Petition  supposed  to  be 
gtcnuded  on  Facts  which  are  not  true  In  tbemselTes,  has  astonished  every  one  bere 
wtM  baa  been  Informed  of  It.  By  aome  almllar  eipreeslons  to  those  In  tbe  Petition 
•t  Boblnion.  I  apprehend  they  both  came  from  the  same  quarter,  and  that  Ibe 
Indety  baa  been  llrat  imposed  upon  and  afterwards  entcaeed  to  present  a  Petition 
•t  the  Bme  kind  with  that  relatlre  to  the  New  Hampshire  Grams  with  no  other 
tatrat  than  to  be  a  more  effectual  means  to  Impoae  ou  hla  Msjevly'a  Ministers. 

Tbere  are  but  three  particular  cauaes  of  complaint  aaalsued  which  are  all  easily 
■aawered  and  set  aside.  Tbe  tact  la.  Cbat  tbe  Orantcea  bnd  fi«[lle<l  some  part  ot 
AM  Townships :  were  preparing  to  eettle  tbe  remainder  with  a  reserratlon  of  the 
aM  ■creral  shares  for  the  public  uses,  but  were  preTcnted  by  tbe  Gnvernment  ot 
Kew  lork,  etc.  How  far  the  settlements  have  been  carried  on  has  been  already 
A«w*d,  and  I  shall  leaTC  It  to  your  Lordship  to  Judj^e  of  ttaeir  Inirntlona  In  regard 
li  tb«  remainder  when  I  take  opon  me  to  assert  that  nolwlfhstandlnc  the  appro- 
irlitlaii  of  these  shares  (or  Pabllc  naes  and  eipressly  bo  described  !□  tbe  Body 
•t  tha  Charter*,  The  Petitioners  had  so  Utile  dealRn  In  sprvc  any  hody  but  Item, 
adna  that  they  bad  the  assurance  to  nxinaat  that  tbcsc  jiubllc  shares  might  ba 
Hrlded  among  them,  without  giving  tbe  least  allentlon  in  the  porposea  tor  which 
My  were  dsalgned  and  without  the  least  scrapie  at  detrandlng  the  Society  of  Ita 
H^ta :  If  the  Intentlona  of  Ilia  Majesty's  Council  In  rccard  to  the  latereata  ot 
bi  Society  bad  not  differed  greatly  from  those  ot  the  r^tllloners  I  can  take  upon 
■e  to  *ay  that  the  Society  wonid  not  at  thin  tlm?  have  been  entitled  to  a  single 
tt  ol  Land  In  all  that  part  of  tbe  ProTlnce.  There  Is  not  tbe  least  toundatlon 
hr  Out  aaaertlon  ot  being  prevented  by  the  OoTernment  ot  New  York  tor  great 
ar«  waa  taken  to  give  them  all  Che  assurances  poaalhle  that  (hey  shoold  be  cra- 
laeud  la  tbeir  Rights  and  no  pains  were  ernrcd  t 
goad  iBttntlona  of  this  Gorernmeot  towards  them. 
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The  Second  Complaint   l«.  That  they  nre  altogether  deprived  of  the  greater  and 
better   part   of   their   Ulk'ht. — I    have   already   had   the   honor   of  acquainting  your 
Lordships  that  there  have  been  proceedings  only  on  28  of  these  Townahlps;  Id  24 
of  them  the  Rights  of  the  Society  and  all  the  Grants  in  the  first  Charters  for  pobUe 
uses  have  been  expressly  reserved  for  the  uses  therein  mentioned.     No  fallnre  has 
been   made  but   in   the   four  first   Grants   which   passd  the  Council,  and  as  I  an 
informed   that   the  Charters  were  not  at   that  time  before  them.   It  occaalooed  aa 
omission  which  has  been  guarded  against  ever  since ;  of  these  four  only  one  has 
passed  the  Great  Seal,  so  that  the  Shares  may  still  be  reserved  In  the  three  which 
remain.     This   happened   before  my   arrival   in   America.     The  Third  complaint  li 
**  That  as  to  the  Kesldue  of  such  Lands  which  are  not  already  granted  away  tt^ 
are  burthened  with  such  exi»ence8  and  charges  as  are  greatly  more  than  equal  li 
point   of   value   to   the   shares   themselves."     The   only   way    this  assertion  can  bs 
answered  is  by  denying  it  tlatly,  and  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  be  under  the  Dee» 
sity  of  declaring  to  your  Ix)rd8hlp  that  there  is  not  a  word  of  truth  In  It;  wba 
the  first  retitlonern  for  these  public  shares  could  not  obtain  them  for  their  nam, 
as  I  have  already  nientlont^d  they  desired  that  the  Society  might  be  charged  with 
a  share  of  the  exponccH  which  would  be  incurred  for  surveying  etc.,  bat  this  WM 
likewise  absolutely  refused,  and  they  were  told  that  if  they  did  not  chooae  to  tite 
out   their   Giants  on    the  TermH   of   i>aying  the   I'osts  of  the  four   Public  Sbini 
amongst  them,  they  should  not  have  them  at   all.     The  Reason  which  occasloMl 
this  Declaration  was  that  as   there  appeared  on  the  back  of  each  charter  a  loH 
list  of  names  the  greatest  part  of  which  are  entirely  unknown.     The  Council  Jolnl 
In  opinion  with  me  that  If  those  were  the  uaui«Hi  of  real  Proprietors  there  ooold  It 
no  hardship  in  fixing  the  expeuce  on  them  an  the  Quota  of  each  person  intsralil 
in  the  Township  would  l>e  so  small  as  to  amount  at  most  to  a  mere  trifle.    By  thh 
means  the  Society's  SharoH  were  so  far  from  being  burthened  with  expeneai  tfi 
charges  greatly  more  than  04|iial  in  point  of  value  to  the  I^ands  themselvM.  ttrt, 
fhey  are  not  charged  with  the  expence  of  a  single  shilling.     I  am  sorry  to  lay  ttit 
our  suspicions  of  those  names  on  the  back  of  the  Charter  were  but  too  well  fttMM 
and  it  has  since  appearetl  that  some  of  the  Charters  which  have  made  their  appM^ 
ance  in  great  form  and  under  the  claims  of  sixty  or  seventy  proprietors  have  iNM 
found  In  reality  to  l)olong  to  no  more  than  six  or  seven  Persons,  which  will  bt  ft 
great  detriment  to  the  settling  of  that  part  of  the  I*rovlnce.  and  Is  entirely  CQ^ 
tradictory    to    Ills   MajoHty's   Orders   which   are   that   no   more   than  one  tboiuaai 
acres  Hhould  l>e  given  to  each  Person — I  hope  by  what  I  have  here  offered  in  aniwcr 
to   the   Society's   I'etltlon.    that   it   will   sufficiently  appear   to  your   Lordship,  hov 
they  hove  been  imposed  on  In   the  accounts  they  have  received  of  our  Proceedlnj* 
here,  and  to  which   they  have  ko  readily  given  credit.     Had  the  true  state  of  tlM 
case  been  laid  before  Ills  Majesty  it  would  have  appeared  that  in  order  to  mikt 
up   for  a   I^ss  sustained  of  :<r>0  acres  in  one  of  the  Townships,   which  happeneA 
before  my  arrival,  by  n  mere  omission  of  the  Council  on  their  first  entering  on  ft 
new  Scene  of  HuslnesM.  I  had  taken  care  to  secure  to  the  Church  as  soon  as  I  hftd 
it  in  my  power  a  iarjre  District  comprehending  no  less  than  23.200  acrea. — I  hftf» 
enquired  of  Dr.  Auchniuty  the  Rector  of  Trinity  Church  here,  (who  la  I  am  Informtd 
the   principal    correspondent    of   the    Society    in    this   Province)    from   whence  thi» 
extraordinary  information  could  l>e  sent,  but  he  tells  me  that  he  is  entirely  Ignoraaft      \ 
of  it.  and  as    I   have   the   greatest   reason   to  imagine   that  the   Society   have  not      \ 
founded    their   Petition    on    better   authority    than    what   they   have   received  fro*       f 
Robinson  and  his  associates.  I  hope  they  will  act  with  so  much  candor  when  thcf       1 
are  informed  of  the  particulars  of  my  answer,  as  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  th»       ^f 
authorltys  upon  whU-h  they  have  lK»en  induced  to  present  a  Petition  to  His  BfaJeitT 
which  tends  so  manifestly  to  calumniate  me.     Common  justice  requires  this  at  thdr 
Hands  and  the   Principles   upon   which   that   Society   is  supposed  to  act  In  other 
matters,  will  I  hope  suggest  to  them  that  such  a  behaviour  will  be  necessary  on  thif 
occasion  not  only  In  support  of  my  Character,  but  of  their  own. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect 
My  Lord, 

Your  Lordships  most  obedient  and  humble  Servant 

H.  Moore. 

Rt  Honorable 

Earl  of  Shelbnme. 

— eo\.  Ty^ea.  "^Sl.^.^^  tU,  pp.  0S8-M0. 
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Church  of  New  York. 

Third  Church  Building.     (Fulton  st.) 

New   york,   June   l!th.   ITflT. 
Iitary  beld  after  calling  on  God'i  name. 

le  reaolntlOD  af  Marcb  16th.  1T6T  to  bultd  a  Third  Cbnreh  on  the  grnnnd*  ol 
■rpendlnf.  being  farther  eoniiLdered,  eapeclallr  In  regard  lo  lemoving  of  the 
tlea  wblcb  might  arise.  It  was  rewired  that  the  yearly  Interest  ol  the 
loll  still  remalnlDK  which  the  church  had  formerly  bought  In  tbe  eroundi, 
be  glTeii  for  a  perpetual  Ineome  for  the  ground  on  which  the  chnrcb  1> 
ballt.  BO  tbat  thus  the  object  of  Mr,  Harpeodlng'H  will  may  be  obtained. 
lat  thia  aball  be  placed  among  the  other  maltera  which  are  algned  by  In- 


7.   Bancker  reported  that  Valeotyn  had  nothing  hut  a  bouae  for  which  be 
led  £1B..  and  promised  to  give  a  bond  for  the  £20.    Tbe  matter  la  (urtber 
d  to  Hr.  Bancker;  and  to  eiecale  tbe  agreement  made  with  Capt.  Clarke. 
Signed  etc., 

Lambertna  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 

New    York.    Jnne   IBlh,    ITflT. 
IMory  held  after  cklllng  on  Ood's  name. 

Conalrtory  baTlng  further  considered  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Third 
,  ResolTed,  That  tt  should  be  according  to  Mr.  Brrestedc's  plana:  100  feet 


sd  TO  broad,  within;  i 
iBons.  and  also  the  stone  en 
ila,  at  least  eo  far  that  the  to 
aball  also  buy  thick  and  tt 
r  these  materials  oat  of  the 
rom  Mr.  Isanc  HooseTclt.  whc 
Ime  to  time,  and  render  dne 
at  the  Tower  ( 
I   Cart  street,   and   the 


committee  aboald  proceed  t< 

rs  for  the    mason    work,    and    to    provide 

Intlon  may  be  laid  this  year.     The  snid  com- 

plank.  and  lay  them  up  to  dry,  and  aball 

ubecrlptlon  Hat  moneys,  which  they  shall  r«- 

een  appointed  to  recelre  the  said  mooeya 

Cbnrch    shall  be  set  10  feet  bark   from 
readth  of  the  church   or  foundation  stand   In 
if  the  deslgnaCed  grounilK  between  tbe  two  side  aCreeta. 

Lombeltus  dc  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 


Acts  of  the  Olassis  of  Amsterdam. 
QodaJia,  1767.  Art.  8.  Orange  Nassau.  The  Classis 
ally  wishes  that  the  most  precious  blessings  from  the  All- 
■ient  God,  may  abide  unto  length  of  days  upon  His  Illustrious 
ness,  the  Lord  Prince,  Netherland's  Hereditary  Stadtholder, 
ipon  the  House  of  Orange  Nassau ;  and  by  continuance,  Bee- 
ends  all  that  is  appropriate  to  this  lemma,  to  the  Messrs. 
..     xiT.  122. 

nodfllia,  1767.  Art.  48.  New  York  and  New  Jersey. — The 
is  has  nothing  further  to  report  to  Synod,  as  to  New  York 
iew  Jersey,     xiv.  126. 
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Remonstrance  Against  Preaching  in  English  in  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Ciirucii  in  Kew  Yobjc.     July  6,  1767, 

To  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Moore,  Baronet,  Captain  General  and  Goremor  Ii 
Chief  in  and  oyer  the  ProTince  of  New  York  and  the  Territoriea  depending  thtfeoa 
In  America;  Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same;  And  to  his  liajettj*t  HoiMV' 
able  Council  of  said  Province  in  Council  Aaaembied. 

Whereas  sereral  Persons  appointed  to  Act,  at  well  for  themselTei  as  many  other 
Members  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York  la 
North  America  did  by  their  Petition  and  humble  Remonstrance  presented  to  yov 
Bxcellency  and  his  Majesty's  Honorabla  Ooundl  of  the  said  Prorinee  the  siztk 
Day  of  December  1766,  shew  and  set  forth  the  Blghth  article  of  Gapltulattoa  <» 
the  Dutch  surrendering  this  Colony  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  In  1664;  Klsf 
William  the  Third's  Charter  or  Letters  Patent  dated  the  BleTenth  Day  of  Mtf 
1606  Conflrmlnff  the  said  Article  and   Granting  unto  the  said  Dutch  Eeformfld 
Church  other  Liberties  and  Pririleges  than  those  contained  in  the  said  Cspitoit- 
tlon;  and  also  an  Act  of  the  Lieutenant  Goyemor  Council  and  General  AssemWj 
of  the  said  ProTince,  confirmed  at  St  James's  the  Twenty-fifth  Day  of  Febmiij 
1756  by  King  George  the  second  in  Council,  whereby  the  said  Liberties  and  prlTi* 
leges  were  further  established  and  confirmed  and  others  gijanted  to  the  Mbilstm 
Elders,  Deacons  and  Members  of  the  said  Church,  together  with  other  mattoi 
and  dlyers  Grleyances  therein  contained  and  complained  of.    And  thereby  prayed 
(Inter  alia)  speedy  Relief  etc.  as  by  the  said  Petition  and  Remonstrance  Belatfea 
being  thereunto  had  will  more  at  large  appear. 

And  whereas  your  Excellency  hath  directed  that  a  short  account  of  the  sffWtl 
Qrieyances  complained  of  should  l>e  drawn  up  In  writing  to  t>e  laid  before  jotf 
Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Council  aforesaid. 

Now  therefore,  we  the  seyerai  persons  appointed  as  aforesaid,  do,  la  tbi 
most  brief  manner  we  are  able,  lay  before  your  Excellency  and  his  Majesty*! 
Honorable  Council  aforesaid  our  seyerai  Grleyances  and  Complaints  u  fo^ 
lows.  yis. 

First— That  a  Party  of  the  Members  of  the  said  Church  called  the  English  Party 
to  the  number  of  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  three  petitioned  for  ta 
EngllHh  Minister  to  be  Introduced  into  the  Dutch  Church.  That  this  being  delib- 
erately considered,  a  Protest  was  there  upon  delivered  to  the  Consistory  signed  by 
two  hundred  and  twenty  six  members  of  the  said  Church  setting  forth  that  by 
the  Cist  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  said  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Chord 
Goyernment  two  languages  could  not  be  made  use  of  under  one  Consistory. 

Secondly — That  the  said  party  haye  In  opposition  to  the  Constitution  of  the  said 
Church  Government  destroyed  the  8Gth  Article  thereof;  for  that  Article  saya.  that 
although  the  Benefit  of  the  Church  should  require  It,  Yet  no  alterations  therela 
should  be  made,  as  by  the  said  Article  will  folly  appear. 

Thirdly— That  the  Church  Rules  direct  that  no  Minister  shall  be  forced  Into  the 
Congregation  against  the  will  of  such  Congregation;  And  yet  this  has  been  done 
by  Introducing  Mr.  Leadly  who  had  but  about  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  three 
Members  of  the  said  Church. 

Fourthly — That  the  laying  out  the  monies  arising  by  the  Sale  of  the  Manor  of 
Fordham  in  the  purchase  of  other  lands  according  to  the  direction  of  the  Act  of 
the  Lieutenant  Governor,  Council  and  General  Assembly,  hath  not  been  done. 

Fifthly — ^That  the  Land  of  Mr.  Uarpendlng  lays  In  a  great  measure  waste  and 
divers  Houses  fit  to  Rent  are  pulled  down  to  build  a  Church  upon  to  preach  English 
In.  Contrary  to  the  Testator's  Will. 

Sixthly — That  the  Catechising  in  the  Dutch  Lanj^iage  is  forbidden  by  one  of 
the  Elders,  alledglng  It  was  a  Detriment  to  Mr.  Leadly.  And  Mr.  Leadly  had 
forbidden  Mr.  Leydecker  (who  was  qualified  for  that  Business)  to  catechise,  and 
say'd   that  the  Consistory  did  not  approve  of  it. 

Seventhly — That  the  Dutch  School  is  not  taken  Care  of  by  the  Rulers  to  the 
total   Ruin   of  the    Dutch    Education. 

Eighthly — That  the  Dutch  arc  deprived  of  the  Forenoon  Service  In  the  New 
Church  in  open  violation  of  the  Rights  and  against  the  Will  of  those  who  bought 
tbelr  Seats  to  hear  the  DutcU  EcrvVce  k\i^  \Yx«Lt  ili«  Holy  Ordinance  of  the  Lerd's 
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f9*r  has  Dot  been  performed  Blnce  1ft.  Leadlj'i  belni  In  tbc  uld  Cbnrcb  br  anr 

alMcr  bat  UmMlt 

(Intblr — niat  botb  tbe  old  and  oew  Chnrchei  are  ruled  br  the  Engllih  Party 

d  becanae   th«  Dnteb  Partf   would  not  acknowledce  tbem   to  be  tbelr  lawfol 

llaCB  tber  forbid  aereral  of  tbe  Hemben  tbe  Saciament. 

Tenttalr — That   tha  Knlera  WQDld   force  tbe  Datcb,    who  can't  nndentaiid   Ur. 

mOIt:  to  acknowledge  bim  to  be  their  lawful  Teacber;  and  declare  that  he  mat 

d  aball  be  ooe  la  Communion  with  the  Dutch,  who  nerer  eommnne  with  bIm 

rmnm   the?  cannot  undentand  blm;  and  If  be  U  one  In  Communion  with  the 

■tch,  be  li  Intltled  to  tbe  Berenue  of  the  Dutch  Mlnlstera. 

All  whlcb  mattera  and  Orlerancea  we  moat  hnmbl;  lubmlt  to  the  moat  terlooa 

MridaratloB  of  Tour  Dicellencr  and  bli  Hajeetr'a  attld  Honorable  Council:  And 

Mj  »  wccdr  Oedalon  of  and  Relief  In  the  Premlaea. 

r«r  whlcb  (a«  In  Doty  boood)  wa  aball  erer  pny  ate. 

Abel   Hardenbrook 

Jacobua  StoDtenbnrgb 

Hnybt.  y.  Wageneo. 

—Doc.  Hilt.  N.  T.  To).  Ml.  pp.  ao&  aoe. 


BaPOBT  OF  THB  LoBDS  OF  TkADS  AoaINST  THB  FkTITION  OF  THE    " 

Pbisbttebiak   Chuboh  of  New   Yobk,   Wall   St.     [Ssas 
Mabch  24,  1767.] 

Whitehall,  June  10,  ITST. 

y*  tk«  Bight  Honorable  tbe  Lorda  of  tbe  Committee  of  Hit  Majealy'a  Mott  Honorable 
i  Prlvr  Conncll  for  Plantation  Affalra. 

[HfLotda. 

I  **  hare  had  onder  our  conilderatton  a  petition  to  HIa  Majeaty  of  the  preaent 
llhlMri  Elderi  Deacon*  and  Tnuteei  of  the  Preabyterian  Church  of  tbe  Clt7  «f 
IW  Tork,  bombiy  praying  for  the  reaaona  therein  contained  that  Hla  Uajeaty  will 
|h|ndonaly  pleaaad  to  create  them  a  Body  Politic  and  Corporate,  by  the  name  and 
IMim  the  Ulnlatera  Blder*  De*cone  and  truiteee  of  the  Preabyterian  Chnrch  of  the 
I4l  of  New  Tork,  according  to  the  Weatmineter  confeulon  of  Palth,  Catechlama, 
iMUiactory,  agreeable  to  tbe  preient  eatabllahed  Charch  of  Scotland,  and  that  tbv 
|M  tbelr  aaccMiBra  may  be  thereby  enabled,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Prortnce 
ihMd  and  enjoy  the  aald  Church,  and  ground  belonglnE  to  the  aame,  and  to  acqnlra 
|M  kald  a  farther  eatate  aod  enjoy  each  other  powera  and  prlTlIegea  aa  nuiy  be 
■■MMTj  for  the  eneouragemeDt  of  reilgloua  worablp;  and  that  Hla  Majeity  will  be 
Indoaaly  pleaaed'  to  grant  them  racb  other  aid,  protection  and  coantenenee  ai  to 
fUirefal  wisdom  ahall  aeem  meet 

I  ail  petition  waa  referred  to  thli  Board  by  an  order  of  Hla  UaJeaCy  In  Council 
tilbetttb  of  Hay,  ITfle.  with  direction  to  conalder  the  aame  and  report  an  opinion 
knopos  to  your  Iiordihlpe,  and  It  appearing  aa  wall  upon  the  face  of  tbe  petition 
■MIf  aa  from  other  papers  In  poaseeaion  of  the  Board  that  many  proceedlnga  bad 
tim  had  before  the  CooncU  of  New  York  touching  an  application  of  the  Preabyterian 
ClarA  there,  for  a  Charter  of  Incorporation,  It  waa  tboogbt  advlaable  to  transmit  a 
Mfy  of  the  petition  to  the  Oorernor  there,  with  dlrectloni  to  commonleata  the  wma 
I*  the  Council  for  tbelr  advice  and  Information  thereupon,  and  to  report  In  the 
taDHt  Banner  tlie  preaent  atate  and  condition  of  thli  Proteatant  Bitabllahment,  and 
■IM  all  Oie  proceeding*  upon  a  petition  to  the  aame  effect  preaented  to  them  dnring 
O*  •tainlatratton  of  Llentenant  Oovernor  Colden  and  tbe  reaaon  why  aneb  appllea- 
Om  dM  not  neceed  at  that  time. 

!■  iMnm  to  tbia  reference  to  the  OoTernor  of  New  York  he  baa  lately  tranamttted 
b  na  a  nport  made  to  blm  therenpoo  by  a  Committee  of  Hla  Hajeaty'a  Council 
Bwra:  a  eopy  whveof  we  beg  leave  to  annex  hereunto. 

1U«  report  wUI  tnliy  inform  yonr  Ixirdablpe  of  the  trae  atate  ol  tbe  proceedlnga 
n<  jMWdWif  to  whlcb  the  petition  to  Hla  Hajetty  refera,  and  doea  UYtif\me  ftaXn  ^ 
■mm  id  |ta«t  wal^t  and  Importance  In  tbia  gneatloD,  tIs.,  whether  H\a  IdiatM^ 
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coiiftiKTirnt  with  th*'  crlicution  h«'  \n  undfT  br  his  CoruoatloD  Oath,  fooodcd  on  tej 
Art  of  tb**  :>xh  of  nu<>cn  AnL«'  Cap.  ."..  intlrulnl  "Ad  Act  for  Kcoiing  the  Chndi 
KoKlaod  aa  hj  I^w  fKtabllMh*^."  can  create  aucb  ao  establlahmcBt  ta  faim  tf 
I'r^NhyterlaD  Church  aa  Ih  dow  rpquemed. 

ThlH,  mj  l>jrd,  la  a  (juPHtlon  of  too  in^at  Imponance  for  oa  to  dech 
upon  the  fullest  crjoslderution  of  what  la  stated  In  the  report  of  the  CobkD  «f ! 
York  we  are  of  optnion  that  iiidei>endent  of  the  objection  nrlalnic  out  of  tUs 
tJon,  It  la  not  ezpefllfut.  upon  prioclples  of  fpeneral  pollcj.  to  eonply  with  tht 
of  thia  petition  or  to  Klve  the  rreabytf-rlan  Church  of  New  York  nnj  other 
and  Immunities  than  It  Is  Intltlc^  to  hy  the  laws  of  Toleration. 
We  are.  mj  Ix>rds,  Your  I^ordshtps  moat  obedient 

and  m(»Ht  humble  SerTants 

Clmre 

Wbl  Fitihcrtst 

Thomaa 


-Col.  Doci».  N.  Y.  Vol-  Til.  pp.  MM. 

CiiriJCH  OF  Xkw  Yokk. 
Tho  DiiU-li  Partv.     The  New  CluiMi. 

New  York.  Jnlj  2h  ItV. 

Conalstorj  held  after  calling  on  Ood*a  name. 

1.  Abel  Hardenbrock,  JacotuiK  8toutenberg  and  Huybert  Van  Wagenen 
a  copy  of  the  petition  which  th«>y  had  preferred  to  the  GoTemor  and 
the  6th  of  July.     This  wan  ro<'(«lved  and  hold  for  consideration. 

2.  The  widow  of  Joseph  dc  Yoe  was  taken  as  a  poor  person  to  be  prorldcd  fir 
the  Deacona. 

3.  The  <>ommlttce  aske<l  for  further  orders  of  the  Consistory,  to  go  on  «ttk 
building  of  the  New  Church  according  to   their  pleasure.    These   were  glTit 
them,  and   lifter  Lott,  Coenellus  Kogart  and  Adrlaan  Bancker  added  thereto. 

4.  IIer«'nfter  no  one  shall  bo  taken  up  as  a  poor  person  to  be  auppcwted  by  ^ 
Church,  unlesB  on  condition  that  whatever  may  be  Iw>queathed  to  them  ahaD  fti 
to  the  church. 

Signed, 

Lambortu.s  de  Ronde.  p.  t.  ProsldeBt 


Action  of  Synod  of  Xoktii  Holland  J  fly  2S-ArG.  6,  l767.i 

Vol.  05. 

Article  44. 
VIpws  of  '*  The  Geniian  (/hiirch  "  on  American  Ordination*. 

•  I 

The  question  of  t>elng  permitted  to  examine  and  promote  persona,  ahonld  df 
cumstances  require  It,  was  again  discussed. 

1.  It  was  settled  that  the  brethren  had  no  thought  of  cutting  themselres  looi 
from  the  Christian  Synods  of  South  and  North  Holland  and  the  Rer.  Cltsala  o 
Amaterdam,  or  of  aeeklng  higher  authority  than  that  which  God  and  the  Chnrc 
Order  appoint  for  them:  that  It  had  nerer  been  their  Intention  to  gtre  offense  1 
word  or  act  to  the  Christian  Synoda  and  the  Classls:  but  that  they  take  pleasoi 
rather  In  gratefully  acknowledging  the  great  beneflta  conferred  on  them;  ani 
therefore,  whateyer.  In  former  acta,  may  have  given  reaaon  for  grief  and  Indlgni 
tlon  must  be  ascribed,  not  to  their  hearts,  but  to  their  Inexperience  In  the  nie  c 
the  Holland  language.  They  ask  to  be  excused  therefor,  aa  their  eonaclenoet  A 
dare  them  free  from  every  base  dlspoaltlon.  Intended  offence  and  Ingratitude. 
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X  They  ajk  pcrtDlHlon  tbat,  wli«neTer  clrcnmstaQceB  Teqalre  It,  thej  maj 
■aunlae  and  ordala  mea.  referrlos  to  tUe  eiamplei  of  BeTi.  TempltmnD  ind  dD 
Bolt  Ui  the  time  of  Ber.  Bcbtatter,  aod  citing  two  cases  whkb  exist  there  at 
■MMnt-  There  are  two  or  three  charcbe*,  the  chief  plsce  U  Caryl,  one  church 
Mir,  which  are  attnated  Id  the  mountains.  10.  SO  or  ao  miles  distant  from  the 
Htraat  DilDlBlera.  Those  people  seek  help;  bat  Dot  ODe  at  us  cso  go  tbere. 
HH^ance,  more  than  once  a  year.  They  dare  not  call  a  iDlalster  from  Cermauy. 
Mcaiue  they  are  too  poor  to  support  blin.  A  mao  preseuti  himself,  not  without 
■«Tld*Dtlsl  KnldsDce,  whom  the  Lord  has  made  wllllni  to  minister  to  Iho«» 
M^le.  With  all  dtlgeace,  be  Is  bent  on  knowlDg  the  truth  and  presenting  It  to 
ke  people.     Besides  be'  makes  do  objection  to  the  poverty  of  his  bearers.     Thre« 

*  tonr  years  after  the  church  was  organlied.  they  appear  before  the  Coelus  ask- 
■S  It  to  examine  and  ordalD  this  mao  irbo  has  mlQlstered  Co  them  so  laog.  The 
SaMoa  takes  a  year  to  think  U  over:  to  Inrestlgate  the  character  and  conduct  of 
^t  mac.  Agalo  they  appear  wltb  their  minister,  making  the  same  leqneit. 
■That  la  thF  Coetn*  to  do?    To  retnse   Is  to  keep  the  church  uDiettled;   to  aend 

*  HolUDd  Is  Impracticable,  awing  to  the  porerty  of  the  cbarcb,  the  mlnlater'a 
kally.  and  tbe  necessity  of  lesTlug  the  cbnreh  for  Dine  or  tea  months  wlthoDt 
WIgloBa  services.  We  leave  It  to  year  Revs,  gradoiis  Judgment  what  la  beat  to 
W  Doder  saeh   eltenmatanoeB. 

Another  example  Is  to  be  added  here.  There  I*  a  church  which  has  been  sorely 
VaUed  by  a  tramp,  (landlooper).  Tbe  good  people  bad  to  keep  themselvet  back, 
tmt  the  others  came  to  see  the  frsud.  Those  people  come  and  desire  help  from  tbe 
Ssctoa — they  want  a  regular  minister.  They  caonot  raise  more  than  30  pounds; 
Ud   comttlnatlon    with    other    cbarcbes    Is   Impossible,    because   the   church   lies 

Kte  out  of  tbe  way.  and  tbe  nearest  church  Is  stilt  fasclnsled  by  the  tramp. 
cannot  call  a  minister  on  account  of  the  salary  Ihat  Is  required;  but  there  Is 
I  man  whom  Ood's  Spirit  bas  converted  and  who  understands  theuretli^Bt  and 
Mctieal  theology,  and  the  rules  of  scriptural  Intecpretatlan  very  well:  la  In  lite 
nd  conduct  well  Btted  to  edify  a  church,  and  bas  for  two  years  lived  with  a 
Matoter  ao  as  to  be  tbe  better  fitted. 

Bald  chnrch  hears  that  man.  notices  the  dltterence  between  an  honest  and 
nH-Ummcled  minister  and  a  tramp,  and  wants  to  call  bim.  He  is  willing  to 
Mm*  to  their  rescue,  but  not  without  order  from  tbe  Coetus.  They  appear  before 
be  CoetDS  with  the  request  that  It  examine  and  ordain  tbis  man.  Tu  Holland 
ka  man  cannot  be  sent.  The  candidate  dares  not  cross  (he  sea.  The  church  also 
MBBot  wait  the  leogtb  of  time  that  would  take,  on  account  of  the  tramp,  who 
Hiiata  Id  the  Delgfaborhood.  and  still  seeks  end  baa  a  following  In  that  chnrch. 
IMs  would  sorely  cause  fresh  contaslon  and  division.  We  know  the  man 
ktlauitely.  as  being  well  qualined.  and  have  the  surest  hope  at  help  from  him. 
la  this  case,  what  should  the  Coetus  undertake  to  do? 

n«ae  things  are  not  Imaglnaryi  they  are  the  truth  and  nothing  but  the  tmth. 
Ihese  cases  are  t>efore  u«.  Oar  aim  Is  by  no  means  to  Ignore  the  Rev.  Fathers. 
%«t  ourselves  loose,  to  exalt  ourBelveg.  Oh  no!  We  are  sallslledwlth  the  stale 
It  are  In.  But  to  have  the  hands  tied  altogether.  Is  too  bard,  while  yet  we 
Mat  labor  faithfully  for  the  Lard.  We  want  Dothlng  to  elevate  ourselvsa  In 
•alhonty.  hut  only  what  can  be  of  service  to  our  Lord  and  to  Hla  Kingdom.  rAU 
>A«r  thonghta  are  banished  from  our  mtndB.  We  do  but  wish  tbaC  New  York, 
haasylvanla,  Maryland  and  Virginia  were  as  well  known  to  tbe  Rev.  Fnlhers  *s 
htr  are  to  na.  Tbere  would  be  no  difference  at  all  then  In  our  correspondence. 
M  Mr  sbicere  desires  would  be  fnllllled.  Therefore,  the  care,  the  love,  the  seal 
■d  the  beneDcence  of  the  Synods  and  of  the  Otasels  of  Amsterdam  lead  ns  also 
^  kope  for  a  good  result  and  R  right  answer  for  our  churches. 


Alt  9.  Tb*  Coetus  of  Pennsylvania  la  to  be  written  to,  to  tlie  effect  that  deep 
-AliMaBr*  was  caused  to  ns,  not  by  certain  phraseology,  but  by  tbe  entire  de- 
vkfHSat  of  matters.  W«  cannot  Judge  of  the  heart,  but  of  words  and  tokem. 
M  >t  wlA  that  the  dtaposlllon,  now  professed,  msy  abide  la  Intnre.  Ils  to  t.b« 
■■VMM  W  tk*  CoetDi  tor  permlmloa  to  qualify  for  tbe  mlnlitry  those  two  mefi  \a. 
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the  two  churches,  the  clrcamRtancos  of  which  are  related,  the  Deputies,  together 
with  the  Commissioners  of  Amsterdam  are  of  opinion  that  the  Coetut  might  be 
permitted  to  do  so,  In  the  name  of  both  Synods  and  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam. 
In  similar  cases,  the  Coetus  mast  first  ask  permission  of  the  Chrlstimn  Synod,  i» 
that,  finding  the  cases  as  stated,  the  Synod  may  grant  the  permission.  At  the 
same  time  the  Rer.  Coetus  ought  to  be  reminded,  that  those  times  of  Rev.  8chli^ 
ter,  when  there  were  but  two  or  three  ministers  in  Pennsylvania,  are  no  rale  ftr 
the  present  time.  In  which  there  la  a  large  number  of  ministers  in  PennsylTanli. 
Then,  too,  Rer.  Schlatter  did  eyerythlng  In  the  name  of  both  Synods. 

Ou  the  three  points  which  required  their  special  attention,  the  Committee  m 
this  matter  decided,  salro  mellorl  judldo, 

1.  That  the  ministers  might  be  authorised  to  qualify  In  due  form  those  two  pa* 
sons  described  by  them  for  the  sacred  ministry,  without  Its  serving  as  a  precedeat; 
It  being  understood  that  hereafter  permission  to  do  so  is  always  to  be  asked  for. 


Article  45. — I^bw  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Their  Hon.  Mightinesses  have  no  remarks. 
The  Corresponding  Delegates  have  nothing  In  their  Acts. 
The  Deputies  and   the  Classes  are   waiting  for  Information   from  Amsteidi** 
and  recommend  this  matter  to  the  Deputies. 


King's  Order  in  Council  Dismissing  the  Petition  of  ts^ 
Presbyterian  Church  for  a  Charter.  (See  March  24^^ 
1767.) 

At  the  Court  at  St  James's  The 
(Seal)  twenty  sixth  day  of  August,  1767. 

Present 

The  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty 

Arch  Bishop  of  Canterbury  Viscount  Falmouth 

Lord  President  Vlicount  Barrlngton 

Duke  of  Grafton  Lord  Le  Despencer 

Earl  of  Shelbume  Mr.  Secretary  Conway 

Viscount  Townsend. 

Whereas  there  was  this  day  read  at  the  Board  a  Report  from  the  Right  Honor 
able  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  for  Plantation  affairs,  dated  the  24t' 
of  this  Instant,  In  the  Words  following  viz. 

'*Your  Majesty  having  been  pleased  by  your  Order  In  Council  of  the  28th  Urn. 
1766.  to  direct  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  to  C'onsldc 
and  Report  their  Opinion  to  this  Committee,  upon  a  petition  of  the  present  Mlnf 
ters.  Elders,  Deacons  and  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  Tori 
humbly  praying,  for  the  reasons  therein  contained,  that  your  Majesty  would  T: 
graciously  pleased  to  create  them  a  Body  Politick  and  Corporate,  by  the  name  axa 
BtUe  of  the  Minister,  Elders.  Deacons  and  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  ^ 
the  City  of  New  York,  according  to  the  Westminister  Confession  of  Faith,  Cat^ 
chlsms  and  Directory,  agreeably  to  the  present  Church  of  Scotland,  and  that  th^ 
and  their  succeesors  may  be  thereby  enabled  under  the  great  seal  of  the  Province 
to  hold  and  enjoy  the  said  Church  and  Ground  belonging  to  the  same,  and  '^ 
acquire  and  hold  a  further  Estate  and  enjoy  such  other  Powers  and  Prlvllef^ 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  encouragement  of  Religious  Worship;  and  that  yotf 
Majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  grant  them  such  other  Aid,  Protection  ai^ 
Oonteuance,  as  to  your  Royal  Wisdom  should  seem  meet:— 
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uld  Locda  ConnnlBBlonen  bavlnB,  In  obedience  lo  your  Majesty's  said 
.eferenM,  reported  to  this  Committee,  that  It  appearing,  aa  well  upoD  tli» 
;  aald  PetltloD  ItieK.  an  from  other  papers  in  poaaeaslan  of  that  Board. 

Proceedlnga  had  been  hnd  before  the  Council  of  New  York,  taachlns  an 
,  Of  tbo  PreabTlerlaD  Churcb  there,  tor  ■  Charter  of  Incorporallon,  It 
It  adrUablc  to  tranimtt  a  Copj  of  tbe  said  Petition  to  the  Goremor  there, 
lioDi  to  CommuDlcate  tbe  same  to  tbe  Council  for  their  Adrlee  aad  Infor- 
renpon,  and  to  report  In  the  fullest  manDer,  the  present  Slate  and  eon- 
tbls  ProteataDt  E^tabilabnieDt.  and  also  all  the  proceedings  npon  a 
>  tbe  same  Ettect  preaenled  to  tbem  durluK  the  ad  minis  I  rat  Ion  of  Llen- 
.-emor  Coldeo,  and  the  Reaaoua  irby  sncb  applieatloo  did  not  succeed  at 

Relnrn  to  tbla  Reference  to  tbe  Covernor  of  New  York  lie  hnd  lately 
d  to  tbe  said  Lord!  Commlsalonera  a  report  made  to  him  thereupon  by  a 
'  of  your  Uajeaty's  Couacll  there,  nhereiu  1b  aet  forth  aot  only  a  true 

the  Proeeedlnga  aud  Freeedenta  to  ivblcb  tbe  retlllon  (o  your  Mnjesty 

■  doDbt  la  likewise  staled  of  great  weight  and  Importance  In  Ibis  ques- 
wbether  yonr  Majesty  conaislent  with  tbe  OhIlBatlon  yon  are  undor  by 
nation  Oath,  founded  on  the  Act  of  the  atb  of  Queene  Anne  Cap  tf, 
An  Act  for  securlDg  the  Chnreh  of  England  as  by  Law  established,'  can 
b  an  Bstabllabment  In  farour  of  tbe  Preibyterlan  Cbureb  as  la  now 
Which  queatlon  the  aald  Lord  Commissioners  concclre-  lo  be  of  too 
ortance  for  them  to  decide  upon,  hnt  upon  the  fullest  consideration  of 
ated  Id  the  Report  of  tbe  Conncll  of  New  York,  Ibey  are  of  Opinion,  that 
at  of  tbe  objection  srislng  out  of  this  question.  It  la  not  expedient  upon 
of  General  Policy  to  comply  with  the  I'royer  of  this  Pelltlon,  or  to  gire 
rterian  Church  of  New  York,  any  other  PriTllegcs  and  Immunities  than 
ied  to  by  the  Idws  of  Toleration— The  Lords  of  tbe  Commitloe  baring 
considered  the  whole  of  this  mnlter,  do  iiRree  In  Opinion  with  the  said 
amlBBlonera,  and  therefore  bumbly  Report  to  yonr  Uojealy  that  the  said 
ugbt  10  be  dismlased." 
Jcety  taking  tbe  said  Report  Into  Conalderatlon,   was  pleased  witb  th« 

bis  Privy  Conncll  to  approve  tbereot.  and  to  Order,  as  It  Is  hereby 
hat  the  said  Petition  ot  tbe  Mlnlstera,  Elders.  Deacons  and  Trustees  of 
rterian  Cbnrcb  of  New  York,  t>e  dlamlssed  tbia  Board— whereof  the  Gov- 
Jommsnder  In  Chief  ol  his  Majcsty'a  Province  of  New  York,  tor  tbe  lima 
I  all  otbera  whom  It  may  concern,  are  to  take  Notice,  and  govern  tbem- 
ordlngly. 

W.  Blair. 
-Doc.  Hlat.  N.  T.  Tot.  111.  pp.  300,  307. 

CnTntcii  OF  Xfw  York. 

ir  requires  an  Answer  lo  Complaint  of  the  '"  Dufdi  Party." 

New  York,  September  4tb,   1767. 
iry  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

psident  commnnleated  a  paper  from  the  Governor  and  Council  comniaod- 
onslataiy  to  deliver  to  Ihsm  on  the  23rd  of  (bis  month  an  anairer  lo  th« 
lodged  against  them  by  Abel  HardeDbro<'k.  Jakobna  Stnulenberg  and 
'an  Wagenen.  The  Consistory  resolved  to  take  the  matter  Into  consldera- 
tnrther,  to  support  one  another  herein  on  tbe  coming  Thursday  at  4  P.  H. 

LambenuB  de  Bonde,  p.  t.  President. 

New  York,  September  lOtb,  1T«T. 
nij  held  after  calling  on  Ood's  name. 

wlntlon  of  Sept.  4,  being  taken  np.  It  was  Resolved  to  ^le^nvc  a  >\tiivii,^X 
tba  CnnalBtory  aball  atate  In  proper  tertna  tbat  tbelr  ptoceedVnc^  V«\«  imX. 
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been  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Petitioners,  bnt  to  the  best  interest  of  oar  Church. 
Th.  Van  Wjck,  Isaac  Roosevelt  and  Adrian  Bancker  are  a  committee  to  make  thli 
draft,  which  they  shall  report  to  the  consistory  at  the  first  opportnnltj,  for  tkdr 
approbation. 

Signed  etc. 

J.  Rltsema,  p.  t.  PresMent 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

1767,  Sept  7th.  Art.  9.  The  Eev.  Depp,  ad  res  Extents  read 
to  the  meeting: 

A  reply  to  a  letter  from  Poughkeepsie,  dated  December  22, 
1766 ;  to  the  Convention  at  Kingston,  dated  February  5, 1767;  to 
the  Consistory  of  New  York,  dated  February  18,  1767.  All  of 
which  are  approved  for  forwarding,     xiv.  131. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  op  Curacoi, 
Sept.  1767.     Vol.  31,  Page  289.     No.  175. 

Very  Rer.  Sirs  and  Brethren,  Members  of  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  the  Chuek  of 
Jesus  Christ  on  Caracoa. 

We  have  the  honor  of  communicating  to  your  Revs.,  that  for  filling  tlie  miiii* 
terial  vacancy  in  your  church,  we  have  by  the  far-sightedness  of  their  Hononkto 
the  Representative  and  the  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  acoordlBg  n 
Church  Order,  called,  confirmed  and  Inducted  into  his  ministry  the  Very  Rev.,  ftf7 
learned  and  godly  gentleman,  Abraham  Wyngers,  one  time  minister  at  Ises^jke, 
under  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Walcheren. 

His  Rev.  is  already  gone  from  here,  and  we  hope  that  by  the  time  this  Itt^ 
reaches  you  he  may,  by  the  good  guidance  and  protection  of  the  Almighty,  Ik^ 
already  come  to  your  Revs.  The  Lord  grant  that  he  may  come  to  you  in  tlie  fol^ 
ness  of  the  blessing  of  the  Gospel;  and  that  in  the  church,  entrosted  to  IiIib.  ^ 
may  fulfill  his  ministry  in  all  sincerity,  cordiality  and  faithfulness. 

Meanwhile  we  must  say  with  regret  and  deep  feeling,  that  it  has  been  repoiti' 
to  us  that  there  are  offenses  in  your  midst,  and  particularly  touching  the  chinctt' 
and  conduct  of  Rev.  Kuypers.  We  are  obliged,  and  have  also  been  spedtflf 
requested  and  charged  by  their  Honorables,  the  Representative  and  the  Uei^ 
Directors,  to  investigate  the  matter  most  carefully.  Your  Revs,  are,  tbettt^* 
hereby  requested  and  charged  to  send  us,  with  the  earliest  opportunity,  a  perfect^ 
sincere  and  faithful  report,  both  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  churches  li  f** 
eral,  and  as  to  whether  in  them  are  any  irregularities  or  offenses;  and  partlcitltiif 
also  concerning  Rev.  Kuypers;  in  order  that  we  may  liuow  what,  according  tQP^ 
veracious  report,  we  are  to  believe  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  what  action  to  uke 
thereon.  We  must  say  also,  that  we  are  commissioned  to  report  on  it  to  Uie  Bos- 
Messrs.  Directors. 

Whatever  the  offenses  that  are  among  you  in  the  Church  may  be,  they  c$.vtf  <* 
deep  sorrow  and  heartfelt  regret.  May  the  Lord  bless  your  and  our  efforts  to  ht^ 
them  removed.  Woe  to  him  by  whom  they  may  have  come!  The  Lord  UcM  ^ 
ministry  of  the  Gospel  in  your  church  and  make  it  fruitful;  that  many  may  be  (0** 
verted  and  brought  in!  May  He  set  your  Revs,  against  the  manifold  tenpttti^** 
and  offenses,  steadfast  immovable  and  always  abounding  In  the  work  of  thi  ^^^ 
This  Is  the  heartfelt  wish, 

Fei7  Bey.  Sirs  and  Brethren,  of  your  Revs.  welNwiahlng  aenmBli. 
Adrtanna  Becol,  \.  D.  M^.  Kmst.  Dep.  ad  rM  ezten«»  1l  t 
WIlhelmuB  KooVYiaaB,  \ .  I>.  M^.  KtmX.  \>«^.  vA  *t«i  «itan%  k.  t 
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A^D  Elders,  Under  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Held 
rx  New  York,  October  6th  and  Yth,  1767. 

Tuesdav,  October  6 — Forenoon. 

.  Jfem6«r«.— Opeoed  with  prayer  by  Dom.  Ritzema. 

Members  Present, 
m   Ritzema 

De  Ronde 

Fryenmoet,  with  his  Elder.  John  Manl. 

Van  Der  Llnde,  with  his  Elder,  John  Sabriske. 

'      Kern,  with  his  Elder,  Michael  Hoffman. 

'     Rubel,  with  his  Elder,  Dlrck  Remsen. 

*  Kock,  with  his  Elder.  Herman  Best. 

*  Rysdyk,  with  his  Elder,  Peter  Ontwater. 

2.  Oi9le«r«.— Dom.  Ritzema  was  chosen  President,  and  Dom.  De  Ronde,  Clerk. 

3.  ComiNi»fikoNon«.— The  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  for  1766.  with  an 
!companylng  letter  from  the  Rev.  Classis,  dated  April  6,  1767,  were  read  before 
le  Assembly. 

4.  Hoet)eii6«r9.— Dom.  Eggo  Tonkens  Van  Hoevenberg  appeared  In  the  Assembly, 
edring,  first,  that  they  would  see  that  the  promise  of  supporting  him,  made  by  the 
iODslstory  of  (Rhlnebeck)  Flats  In  the  presence  of  the  neighboring  ministers, 
'rytnmoet,  Kock,  and  Meyer,  was  fulfilled;  and  secondly,  that  he  might  be  fur- 
iihed  with  an  extract  of  the  Classical  Letter  of  1765,  so  far  as  It  concerned  him. 
B  making  these  requests,  he  ran  on  In  a  scornful  and  malignant  way,  without  any 
etard  to  the  Assembly;  but,  knowing  his  unhappy  temperament,  they  gave  him  the 
Mred  extract.  As  to  the  first  point,  however,  being  convinced  that  the  Consls- 
ny  would  have  fulfilled  their  promise,  had  he  behaved  properly,  which  he  was  so 
ir  from  doing,  that  he  had  once  been  imprisoned  by  the  magistrate,  the  Assembly 
U  not  feel  bound  to  trouble  Itself  further  with  such  a  man. 

Separated  with  thanksgiving  to  God. 

Afternoon  Session. 

Again  opened  with  prayer  by  the  President. 

Tke  answer  of  those  who  call  themselves  the  Coetus  to  the  proposal  made  to 
te  according  to  the  resolution  of  our  last  meeting,  was  read.  This  in  uo  degree 
^^^nsponded  with  the  proposal,  but  rather  showed  a  disinclination  to  peace,  since 
^  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  subordination  to  the  Rev.  Classis.  Hence 
^  Assembly  saw  all  their  endeavors  after  union  again  made  fruitless,  and  were 
'^i^^ed  to  remain  apart,  with  the  purpose  to  have  uo  more  negotiations  with 
1^  until  they  answer  our  proposal. 

Separated  with  thanksgiving. 

Weilnesday,  October  7,  1767 — Forenrwn. 

^ned  with  prayer. 

1-  .VoriA  Rrancfc.— Two  elders  from  North  Branch  requesting  a  minister  for  their 
^regitlon,  the  Assembly  authorized  the  candidate.  Leydekker.  to  preach  provi- 
^^■ally  among  them  now  and  then,  the  Assembly  undertaking,  meanwhile,  to  make 
'^  condition  known  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  and  to  urge  forward  the  call  now  lying 

2.  rsppoii.— A  deputation  from  Tappan  earnestly  besought  the  Assembly  to  come 
'0  tkeir  help  In  their  sad  condition,  and  provided  them  with  a  Coii%V%\.OT5 ,  ^o  \^i^\. 
**f  eoiild  call  a  minister.     The  Assembly,  after  mature  de\\b€T«LUoT\,  (Ve^Ta^^  \\. 
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best  (althongh  Dom.  Verbryck  bad  refused  to  appear  before  tbe  last  committee 
appointed  by  tbls  body  to  inquire  Into  the  sad  division)  to  InBtitnte  a  new  tarn- 
mittee.  vis.,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Rubel  and  Blanw;  the  latter  assominff  this  dnt/u 
neighboring  minister,  once  more  to  do  their  utmost  to  bring  together  the  dlrlded 
congregation.  They  are  to  inquire  into  matters,  and,  if  possible,  to  prevent  thi 
choosing  of  a  Consistory:  but,  in  case  Dom.  Verbryck  and  his  friends  lefoie  tf 
appear  or  to  listen  to  their  counsel,  then  they  are  to  proceed  In  the  nae  of  all  nek 
means  as  are  consistent  with  tbe  Church  Order,  and  to  appoint  a  CoosUtorf. 


Aftonioon  Session. 

The  Assembly  having  begun  with  prayer,  proceeded  to  the  preparation  of  t  letter 
to  tbe  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam.  This  having  been  read  and  approved,  wis 
ordered  to  be  sent  by  the  first  opportunity.  And  then  the  Assembly  separated  la 
love  and  peace. 

(Signed.) 

J.   Rltzema,  Preiideit 
L.    De   Ronde,  Clerfc. 

[This  was  the  last  formal  meeting  of  the  Conferentle]. 

The  Coxferextie  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  T, 
1767.     Vol.  33,  Pages  124-G.     Xo.  399. 

Rev.  Sirs,  etc. : — 

The  Assembly  of  Ministers  and  Elders,  undor  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amaterdtaf 
met  In  New  York,  October  Gth  and  7tb,  17«7.  received  from  Dom.  Rysdyk  tlw 
Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  of  the  year  1766,  together  with  an  acwa- 
pauylng  letter  from  the  Rev.  Classls  of  April  6th,  1767.  for  which  we  render «" 
hearty  thanks,  and  recommend  ourselves  further  to  your  fraternal  affection. 

As  for  ourselves,  we  have  reason,  in  the  first  place,  to  take  blame  for  not  b»TtW 
In  the  proper  manner  made  report  to  you  of  our  doings.  Yet  we  must  say,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  this  has  not  been  owing  to  neglect,  but  to  a  negotiation  with  wo« 
of  the  Coetus  brethren,  the  Issue  of  which  we  greatly  desired  to  see.  Thii  we  tt 
one  time  expected  to  yield  a  good  result,  but  now  it  has  all  at  once  blown  awij- 

Of  this  we  are  bound  to  give  you  further  information.  On  the  Cth  of  liit  ^ 
we  held  an  Assembly  of  Ministers  and  Elders  In  New  Y'ork,  at  which  we  deter- 
mined to  send  the  following  articles  to  the  Coetus,  that  a  union  might  !)•  i^^^ 
upon  them.  (See  the  foregoing  minutes.)  To  these  we  received  the  followW 
reply.  (See  the  original  message  among  the  papers.)  This  reply  we  commend  to 
the  judgement  of  the  Rev.  Classls.  It  is  considered  by  us  to  have  no  other  »JJ 
than  to  set  going  a  new  cause  of  strife,  without  any,  even  the  least,  frolt;  ••' 
we  have  heard  nothing  further  from  them. 

As  to  the  last  letter  sent  us  by  you,  we  must  say  that  it  seems  strange  thttjj 
makes  not  the  least  mention  of  the  calls  which  we  sent  over  to  you,  and  ^^ 
we  conclude  are  now  In  your  hands,  and  yet  the  congregations  are  pintag  to ««« 
their  teachers. 

If  we  are  to  conclude  that  the  condition  of  the  Kingston  congregation  made  jw 
keep  silent  about  sending  a  minister  there,  because  the  place  is  not  actually  rtcai^ 
this  reason  will  not  apply  to  North  Branch,  where  the  people  had  in  the  first  V^^ 
called  Dom.  Fryenmoet.  and  had  taken  no  part  In  the  calling  of  Hardenberg.   ^^  ' 
to  constrain  this  people  either  to  be  without  Gospel  ordinances,  or  else  to  w"^ 
nnder   Hardenberg,   who  Is  a  Coetus  man,  while  they  are  for  subordination;  w 
can   that   consist   with    the   welfare  of   onr   Church?     The    (Rhinebeck)   ^*^  JJJ   . 
Red  Hook  are  entirely  released  from  Hoevenl^rp :  Indeed,  the  latter  has  nerer  b 
anything  to  do  with  him.  except  that  he  has  once  preached  there.     If  our  chj^ 
are  to  be  upheld,  we  must  have  suitable  ministers  from  the  fatherland:  *"°^T 
we  appeal  to  the  judgement  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  hi  the  P«»«yW» 
case  of  the  year  1766,  now  lying  before  us.     As  to  the  congregation  of  ^Jj^j* 
tbe  Btate  of  things  Vs  aucb,  l>i«Ll  «\v.>\ow^^  Pom.  Meyer  Is  not  remoTfd.  yet 


OF  THB  SlATB  OF  NeW   YoSE.  4103 

1767 
e  Out  b*  can  remalo  there;  he  will  be  excluded  Irom  the  Krrlce  of  th*t 
jragre^tlon  k  Iodk  •■  bs  relnui  to  be  (nbordlaite.     We  are  alio  aaiured  that 
k*  haa  recelred  a  call  etaeirbere,  which  raUea  the  dlfflcultr,  how  a  mlDlBter  under 
NBMirt  can  lecelve  clean  papers. 

Far  the  accompaii;>i>e  mlnates  7011  will  be  able  to  eee  who  hiTe  met  with  ui, 
CUttnnlnB  faltlifnl,  notwltbitaDdlng  manUold  opposition  In  tbelr  adherence  to  the- 
doichea  of  the  fatherland.  Satisfied  onrselret  with  the  plan  of  getting  a  pco- 
twar  (of  tbeologr)  In  oar  academ;,  [Kings  College],  we  perceive,  neTertheleu, 
tut  there  la  another  scheme  laid.  In  regard  to  a  new  academr  to  be  erected  in 
Hnr  Jersey,  [Qneena  College]  b;  which  a  stndeat  la  to  be  eent  hence  to  the  ITni- 
wnity  ot  Ctrecht,  where,  through  the  (aror  of  a  certain  professor  of  tbeologr, 
and  nme  others,  ha  Is  to  be  received  and  atodr  fonr  ^ears,  and  then  come  back  as 
pnlMaor  ot  tbeolog;. 

This  It  a  matter  which  we  mnst  commit  to  the  Rev.  CIsbbIs,  to  aee  that  do 
tktoh^lcal  facDlt;  or  any  Claesle  undertakes  the  management  of  the  New  Nettaer- 
ludi  ehufchea,  which  has  been  intrusted  by  so  many  decrees  ot  Synods,  and  atlll 
ta  Ulj,  to  the  care  of  the  Rct.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Ida  will  obserre  In  oar  minutes,  that  in  the  matter  of  Teppan,  Dom.  Blaaw, 
«ki>  was  one  of  the  committee  b«  neighboring  mlaister.  was  a  member  of  oar  bodj. 
lilteigh  without  ■  Consistory.  He  has,  bowerer,  beea  called  by  the  conirregatlona 
It  Hackenaack  and  Bchraalentwrg,  and  as  such  has  connected  hlmsell  with  us, 
tliliig  us  hopes  that  his  new  Consistory  and  congregation  will,  with  himself  Join 
■  la  oar  neit  meeting, 

Don.  Westetlo  and  Dom.  Boelen  still  remain  apart  with  their  congregations. 
Ibe  latter  has  many  among  bis  people  wbo  would  cordially  nnlte  with  na.  and  If 
at  Dlnleter  was  of  one  mind  with  them,  the  thing  coold  easily  be  brought  about. 
Vt  therefore  desire  that  yoar  Rev.  Body  wonld  take  the  troable  to  stir  up  the 
Ulliten  with  their  conKregatioDS  to  this  end,  and  do  the  same  once  more  with 
tie  thiircbea  of  New  Jersey. 

Baring  nothing  more  to  add,  we  close  with  the  Invocation  ot  Heaven's  precloas 
UMilags  apon  your  reverend  persons.  Assembly,  and  work,  and  with  the  highest 
Mttem  snbacrlbe  ourselvee. 

Rev.  Fathers  and  Aaeociates, 

Signed,  la  the  name  of  onr  Assembly. 

Johannes  Rlliema.  President. 
Lamberlas  De  Ronde,  Clerk. 
»«t  lort  October  7,  1167. 

CnuECH  OF  New  York. 

New  York,  Oct.  15th,  1767. 

Coulilor;  held  after  calling  on  Qod's  name. 

After  tbe  usnal  choice  ot  a  Consistory  in  place  of  the  ontgoing  members,  It  was 
''nitit  proper  to  take  a  note  ot  band  tram  Jno.  Montagne,  Jr.,  In  full  payment 
"I  Ike  trrear*  of  bis  father,  (according  to  e  stricter  examination  of  bis  accoanta), 
At  the  sum  ot  forty  pounds:  and  the  President  will  give  a  receipt  to  the  said 


*"'  «u  ordered  to  pay. 

Sl^ed  etc.. 

Arcb.   Laldlfe.  p.  t.  Prealdeot. 

Chithch  of  New  York. 

5eply  to  the  Complaint  of  the  Dutch  Party.     Preface  to  Psalm 

Book. 

New  York,  Nov.  Bth,  1T67. 
tadrtMy  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 
I-  A  ^«^IM^1   waa  made  again  by  the  Governor  and  Council  tor  i 
*^bW*  0/  Mtr.  Abel  Htrdenbrock  and  othere,  t 
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upon   it  was  acrreed   that  the  reply  already  prepared  for  the   23rd  of  Septembt 
should  he  delWered  by  the  entire  Conslatory. 

2.  The  title  page  and  a  ahort  Preface,  intended  for  the  Paalm  hook,  Oiteehifl 
and  Forma  were  exhibited,  and  it  was  agreed  to  have  them  printed. 

3.  Further,  Resolved,  That  the  roof  of  the  New  Church  shall  be  so  made  tki 
It  will  bear  to  be  laid  with  tiles,  if  the  law  should  require  us  so  to  lay  It. 

Signed, 

Arch.  Laidlle,  p.  t.  PresMat 

Dutch  Church  of  Xew  York. 

Answer,  Xov.  11,  17G7,  to  the  Renioristrance  of  July  6,  1767.— 

See  also  Sept.  4,  10 ;  Xov.  9. 

To  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Moore,  Baronet  Captain  General  and  Goreraor  la 
Chief  in  and  over  the  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Territories  depeadtaif  thenm 
In  America,  Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same  and  to  the  hoBonrsble  Bh 
Majesty's  Council  of  the  same  Province. 

In  Conformity  to  your  Excellency's  Recommendation  with  the  Advice  of  OosBcflf 
of  the  first  day  of  August  last,  to  lay  before  the  honorable  Board  our  Answer,  to  tit 
Representation  of  Messrs.  Abel  Hardenbroek,  Jacobus  Stoutenburgh  and  Hubert  Tki 
Wagenen,  who  are  therein  said  to  be  appointed  to  act  for  themselves,  sad  BUT 
other  members  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  the  City  of  New  T«i 
complaining  of  divers  Grievances  and  praying  Relief  etc. :  We  beg  Leave,  la  ordir 
to  give  Your  Excellency  and  the  honourable  Board,  a  clear  Idea  of  the  nalHpyf 
dispute,  which  has  for  some  time  past  subsisted  in  our  Congregation,  briefly  t> 
relate  the  Facts  respecting  the  Call  of  a  Minister  to  preach  In  English,  In  one  of  M' 
Churches,  which  has  been  made  the  Pretence  of  all  the  Uneasiness. 

But  before  we  proceed,  it  may  be  necessary  to  premise,  that  the  Consistory  «f  tv 
Church,  consisting  of  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons,  have  from  the  thae  tbtir 
Charter  was  granted  by  King  William  the  Third,  which  was  In  the  year  IQM  vitk* 
out  any  interruption,  on  a  certain  Day  mentioned  for  that  Purpose  in  the  CtMtff 
annually  elected  their  Successors,  [see  Vol.  2.  pp.  1149.  1150.  of  these  Ecce.  R«cordil 
and  that  the  ConRistory  so  chosen,  as  aforesaid,  with  their  Ministers  have  aDblte^ 
ruptedly  been  the  solo  Directors  and  Governors  of  the  said  Church — That  no  Mfol*^ 
of  the  said  Church,  other  than  the  ConsfPtory  did  ever  vote  for  any  Church  offlff  • 
nor  was  the  exclusive  Authority  of  the  Consistory  ever  called  in  Question,  nntU  tb« 
late  Dispute  which  first  bopan  in  1702.  To  proceed — the  Want  of  an  Bnglitli  Ml"- 
ister  had  for  many  years  l)een  very  apparent.  Great  numbers  of  our  Congregitto" 
had  actually  left,  and  many  more  declared  they  must  leave  our  Church,  and  thit  io^ 
the  sole  reason,  of  their  not  understanding  the  Dutch  Language,  which  has  of  1*^^ 
in  a  great  measure  gone  Into  disuse  in  this  City,  and  will  probably  in  a  few  J*" 
become  obsolete — Our  present  Ministers  were  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  t^ 
measure,  and  Mr.  De  Ronde.  so  far  from  disliking  it,  that  he  was  much  indli^ 
to  preach  English  himself,  and  had  the  Consistory  been  of  opinion,  that  be  «*' 
sufficiently  skilled  In  the  Language  for  a  Preacher,  it  Is  probable  he  would  have  b^ 
directed  to  preach  In  English. 

In  the  year  1762  a  Petition  signed  by  two  hundred  and  sixty  five  Persons  belonflo* 
to  the  Congregation,  whereof  one  hundred  and  twenty  three  were  members  In  CoH^' 
munlon,  being  mostly  Heads  of  Families,  was  presented  to  the  Consistory  by  ^^^ 
of  the  most  respectable  Members  of  the  Church,  praying  the  Consistory  to  c»'^  f 
Minister  to  preach  in  English  in  exact  conformity  to  the  Doctrine  of  the  P«*J 
Churches  In  Holland,  and  to  the  same  Rules  with  Respect  to  Discipline ;  the  Coni» 
tory  were  of  opinion,  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  ought  to  be  granted,  bo*  ^ 
the  calling  a  Minister,  was  always  In  our  Congregation  deemed  a  Matter  of  Gt** 
moment,  the  ruling  Consistory  had  usually  made  it  a  practice  to  consult  wbst  ^' 
call  the  Grand  Consistory,  which  is  composed  of  all  those  who  have  at  any  ^*^ 
before  been  Elders  or  Deacons  In  our  Church,  they  have  indeed  no  Authority!  ^^ 
their  opinion  is  of  Weight,  and  what  is  done  by  their  Advice  Is  ever  deem^  * 
having  had  the  most  mature  Deliberation :  this  Body  met,  approved  of.  and  ad^^f^ 
the  Calling  of  an  English  Minister  with  only  five  dissenting  voices — ^The  fo)f  o*>i^ 
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loa  to  the  Cklllns  of  an  Bngllsb  Minister  tliat  tben  remained  wai,  bow  he  should 
«  mpported,  the  eetatei  ind  ReTcnue*  of  tbe  Chnrch  being  bound  for  the  milnte- 
mnet  of  the  Mlnlatere  preaching  In  Dutch,  &  man;  being  of  Opinion  Ihat  It  would 
«  ODjiiat  to  appraprlttt  an;  Part  of  Che  ReTcnue  to  Che  Support  of  in  EjOgllab 
llnlater,  the  Conalatorj'  then  resolved  on  luch  Call,  provided  the  Petltlonera  i^ould 
'•lac  bla  HalDtenaQce  b;  prWatB  Subacrtptlon.  and  that  the  Ulnlater  ao  to  be  ntlled, 
ihould  not  have  anj  other  SecurlC;  tor  bla  Salary  Cban  the  aald  Subaerlptlon  List — 
L  anbacrlptloQ  was  according];  aet  on  Foot,  and  aubaerlbed  b;  two  hundred  and 
tori;  PersoDs,  whereof  one  hnndred  &  thirty  were  Male  Membera  In  Communion — Tbe 
Sum  nbacrlbed  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  CwenC;  five  Pouoda  per  Annum  more, 
than  waa  wanted  to  pa;  Che  Snlar;  InCended  for  Che  Engtlah  Mlnlater. 

BarlDg  proceeded  thai  far,  the  Conalstor;  thought  It  further  prudent  to  apply 
U  Che  ClaaalB  of  Amiterdam  ;  who,  alchongh  Chej  have  no  EccIpsIbbCIcbI  JurladlcClon 
la  Bis  Uajeaty'a  Dominions,  yet.  is  our  Church  was  flrst  erected  under  their  Jurla- 
diction.  It  has  been  made  a  practice  to  take  their  OplDlon  and  Advice  upon  disputed 
■ittera,  which  baa  been  generally  esteemed  declalve,  though  by  no  means  compul- 
nry.  The  Conslatory  explained  to  them  their  dealen  of  calling  su  English  Minister 
ud  upon  what  Motives.  Mr.  Hardenbrook  &  his  Party  who  were  then  pretty  con- 
Mnable  for  numbers,  amounting  In  the  whole  to  Eighty  three  men  with  tbe  addition 
tl  Chtlr  Wives  and  Daugblers.  protested  against  tbe  Proceedings  of  tbe  Conalatory, 
(bm  JC  Is  to  be  observed  that  tbe  Protest  was  wrote  by  Mr.  BCoutenburgh  and  all 
■tit  Nimea  aubserlbed  In  bla  own  band  writing  and  aome  of  tbe  aame  Peraona  twice 
Matloned,  It  never  appeared  to  tbe  Conalatory,  tbaC  Mr.  Stontenburgb  bad  any 
UftetloDa  from  tbe  People,  wboae  names  be  put  down  &  aome  of  tbem  denied  tbaC 
ttty  ever  bad  given  blm  any)  ;  and  complalued  to  the  Claaala  aforesaid,  setting  forth 
■Mr  Objections  In  tbe  fullest  manner,  tbe  Claasla  after  mature  Conalderallon 
•nroved  of  the  Meaaurp  of  Calling  an  Rngllsb  Minister,  and  bigbly  commended  tbe 
CgaalaCory  for  their  prudence,  In  taking  so  proper  a  step  for  tbe  Preaervatlou  of 
the  Church,  and  at  the  same  time  wrole  Mr,  Hardenbrook,  Mr,  Stontenburgb  and 
Mbers,  that  Ihelr  Objections  were  111  founded,  and  recommended  to  them  brotherly 
Un  and  a  due  Submission  to  Che  CoDglstory ;  this  Letter,  the  Persons  to  whom  It 
>U  directed,  to  the  Number  of  thirteen,  thought  It  most  tor  their  purpose  to  keep 
>crel— they  had  noC  Csnilour  enough  Co  communicate  It  to  Che  Parly  In  Qeueral : 
U  Bla  Excellency  &  Che  honourable  Board  would  be  pleased  to  peruse  It.  the  opinion 
K  tbe  Classls  will  therein  fully  appear  to  have  been,  that  the  Party  la  as  Ignorant 
H  obatlnale,  the  last  of  which  la  usually  the  Consequence  of  the  first;  Mr.  Slouten- 
lui  can  doubtleas  produce  tbe  LeCCec  If  he  sees  Qt, 

It  was  not  'Clll  after  all  these  Precautions,  that  an  English  Minister  was  called— 
Ike  call  wsa  sent  to  Holisud  for  Mr.  Laldlle,  lu  Consequence  of  wblcb.  be  was 
ngolarly  qualified  for  our  Church,  by  the  Classla  of  Amsterdam,  and  came  over— 
Bb  niary  depended  upon  the  Subscription  List  only,  a_Qd  what  the  BUecta  bave  been 
h  ilniBdaully  evident,  frnm  the  numbers  of  our  Cougregallon  who  attend  bis  preach- 
^:  we  verily  believe  Ihey  are  three  times  as  many,  as  attend  Che  Dutch  Service, 
■kich  fully  evinces  tbe  Prudence  of  the  Measure. 

All  Ibis  could  not  satisfy  Mr.  Hardenbrook  &  bla  Parly,  who  inalsted,  thai  they 
^  (  right  to  vote  In  tbe  Election  of  Church  oHlcers,  wblcb  waa  refused  Cbem :  for 
tU|  refnaal,  they  commenced  a  suit  In  tbe  Supreme  Court  of  this  Colony,  Bgalnst 
hrdve  of  the  Consistory,  Insisting  that  on  a  legal  Conalruction  of  the  Charter,  not 
*ly  the  Consistory,  but  tbe  Membera  of  tbe  Church,  were  Intltled  to  give  IbeJr 
''Ins  at  auch  Election  :  this  Point,  was  on  a  Special  Verdict,  solemnly  argued  by 
(^WaMl.  and  after  mature  Consideration,  adjudged  agalnat  them  by  Court.  [See 
^  ».  1T65.] 

By  Cilia  Bult.  we  wer>^  put  lo  very  considerable  Eipeucc.  buiI  wh  arc  credibly 
'HWBed,  Ihat  they  also  feed  Counsel  In  England  for  advice,  who  gave  their  opinions 
*Win  chelr  Pretensions :  whether  this  be  true  or  not  they  know  beat,  and  after  all. 
1  neaa  tbey  cannot  reat  contented,  without  Iroubling  Your  Excellency,  and  tbe 
'■MuaMe  Board,  with  freab  Complaints.  We  must  beg  the  farther  Patience  of 
Tmf  Bieeliency  k  tbe  Honourable  Board,  while  we  make  a  few  obaeryaClons  on  Che 
*Rlcl(a  ol  Complaint  by  tbem  exhibited. 

il  to  tbe  first  Article  [July  6,  1767]  they  say,  that  the  Slat  Article  [see  Oct. 
*ll,  1771]  of  tbe  Cooatitutlon  of  the  Reformed  Prolertant  Dutch  Church  doe<i 
*KUklt  of  two  languages  under  one  Conslatory,     Thla  la  a.  wiQag  B«vT«Beo^&ViQ^, 
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the  said  Article  was  framed  to  accommodate  the  French  Refugees,  who  fled  frai 
France  to  Holland ;  who  not  understanding  the  Dutch  Language  were  thenlon 
allowed  to  have  Consistories  and  Classes  of  their  own ;  not  because  it  was  unlawful, 
but  blcanse  they  understood  not  the  Dutch,  and  this  Article  respects  that  partienltr 
Case  only. 

Ilndly.  It  is  alledged,  that  the  86th  Article  of  the  said  Constitution  says  "that 
although  the  Benefit  of  the  Church  should  require  it,  no  alteration  therein  shoild 
be  made;*'  This  Is  against  common  sense; — the  Article  says  the  direct  ctntrur, 
that  if  the  Interest  of  the  Church  should  reguire  It,  alterations  may  and  ooglit  to 
be  made,  but  we  have  made  no  alterations  In  the  Constitution. 

Illrdly.  No  Minister  has  been  forced  into  the  Church  against  the  Will  of  tfai 
Congregation,  this  may  appear  fully  from  the  Subscription  List  for  Mr.  LaidUt'i 
Salary,  which  as  is  abovesaid,  is  subscribed  by  two  hundred  and  forty  Persooi,  oot 
hundred  and  thirty  of  whom  were  Male  Communicants ;  and  here  we  cannot  help 
obsenring,  that  if  only  one  fourth  Part  of  the  Congregation,  not  understandluc 
Ehitch,  had  desired  a  Minister  should  be  called  to  preach  in  English,  we  should  hire 
thought  it  our  Duty  to  grant  their  Bequest. 

IVth.  and  Vth.  The  Manor  of  Fordham  before  it  was  sold,  was  under  Mr.  AM 
Hardenbrooks  management,  with  Bespect  to  the  collecting  the  Rents,  whit  bit 
Emoluments  were,  he  knows  best ;  the  Church  received  little  better  than  one  hoi- 
dred  Pounds  per  annum  for  all  the  Bents ;  it  was  therefore  sold,  the  greatest  Put 
of  the  Money  is  iuTested  in  real  Securities ; — the  Bemainder  Is  out  on  good  pefiosil 
Securities; — the  Income  now  is  more  than  five  hundred  pounds  per  Annum;— the 
Consistory  have  been  always  watchful  to  purchase  real  Estates,  and  have  Ud  te 
several,  but  could  not  purchase  any  as  yet,  at  what  they  conceived  the  Yahn; 
neither  the  Complainants,  nor  their  Party,  have  suffered  on  this  account  Tbe 
Income  of  the  Real  Estate  left  to  the  Church  by  Mr.  Harperding,  has  been  tppN 
agreeable  to  the  Intention  of  the  Testator,  and  the  Revenues  of  that  Estate  iR 
annually  Increasing. 

The  Vlth  Article  alledges.  that  catechising  in  the  Dutch  Language  was  forbid,  by 
one  of  the  Elders,  as  also  by  Mr.  Laldlle;  this  is  not  true,  and  if  it  was,  the  Cod- 
plalnants  must  know,  that  no  one  member  of  our  Consistory  has  a  right  to  fortM 
any  Thing.  Mr.  Leydecker  never  was  appointed  by  the  Consistory  to  Catechlie  b 
our  Congregation,  and  is  therefore,  not  qualified :  though  one  Adrian  Van  der  Sbib* 
was  so  appointed  ;  but  on  finding  Illm  a  man  of  a  very  Immoral  Behaviour,  hiTlBf 
forged  the  Hand  Writing  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  RItzema  and  others,  wrote  tpd  9A- 
scribed  Letters  directed  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  recommending  himsetf  u  > 
proper  I'erson  for  the  Ministry,  by  which  the  Reverend  Mr.  RItsema  at  that  Tlai* 
suffered  much  in  his  Character,  on  the  Discovery  of  this  Fact  the  Consistory  thoojb* 
proper  to  discharge  him  from  that  ofllce,  and  immediately  appointed  another  In  Ui 
stead :  since  which  ho  has  been  upheld  and  supported  by  Mr.  Hardenbrook's  PartJ- 

In  answer  to  the  Vllth  Article:  that  the  Dutch  School  is  not  taken  care  of,  to 
the  Ruin  of  the  Dutch  Education,  we  say.  that  we  have  at  present  and  for  twelt* 
years  last  past,  have  employed  Mr.  Whelp,  who  was  sent  for  to  Holland  as  a  School 
Master  &  Catechlst :  he  keeps  a  School  constantly  open  receives  payment  from  nif' 
teaching  the  poor  Children  of  the  Congregation  to  the  number  of  thirty,  which  na* 
her  never  was  compleated;  he  Is  a  person  very  well  qualified  to  catechise  &  teic* 
School,  and  we  pay  him  a  very  handsome  salary  for  his  service,  insomuch  that  hh 
place  is  coveted  by  others.  It  has  been  Insinuated  to  some  of  our  Congregation,  that 
If  Mr.  Van  der  Sman  could  be  restored  as  a  Catechlst  and  Mr.  Stoutenborgh  ba^c 
Mr.  Whelp's  Place,  all  would  be  well,— The  first  cannot  be  done,  from  the  character 
above  given ;  the  latter  cannot  in  Honor  be  agreed  to,  as  Mr.  Whelp  is  beyond  ^ 
Comparison,  better  qualified,  and  was  encouraged  to  come  from  Holland  by  the  tbtf 
ruling  Consistory. 

To  the  Vlllth  Article  we  say,  that  as  It  was  thought  proper  to  call  an  Knjilw 
Minister,  It  must  be  presumed,  that  he  was  to  preach  in  one  of  the  Chnrdies;  the 
Consistory  thought  proper  that  English  should  be  preached,  only  once  eveiy  I^' 
Day  In  the  usual  Time  of  Divine  Service  In  one  of  the  Churches,  and  directed  that 
to  be,  In  the  new  Church.  In  the  old  Church  English  is  not  preached  at  all,  hat 
two  Dutch  Sermons  every  Sabbath,  nnd  one  Dutch  Sermon  in  the  New;  so  that  thtf* 
are  three  Dutch  Sermons  to  one  In  English,  on  the  usual  time  althou^  the  Bofli^ 
Hearers  are  three  to  one  at  least. 
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.ra  those  People,  tb>t  uot  even  tbU  will  aatUf; ;  nil  the  Seat* 

■  F«rt7  can  preteDd  tO'bire  aaj  right  to  la  Ihe  New  Church  did  not  arnount  to 
I  Peira  (DCltber  Ur.  Tao  Wageuen  nor  Mr.  BloufenliurKh  have  aa;  geatg  there ;) 
I  therefore  bDmbtj  conceive  It  verj  UDreaaonable :  that  the;  ahould  attempt  to 

take  back  their 
with   as  much 

The  Sactnuieiit  of  tbe  Lord's  Supper  Ig  adminlitered,  as  It  alwa^g  was  In  onr 
nrch :  In  the  Forenoon  Mr.  Laldlle  preaehea  la  tbe  New  Church  :^maaT  more 
DmanieaDtH  attend  tbat  dlTlne  Ordinance  nader  his  Admlalstratlon,  as  he  preaches 
Sllib,  than  ander  Dutch  preacblDg,  tbit  makes  It  more  proper  that  he  should 
xnd  that  Ordinance  In  tbe  New  Cburch ;  tbe  Dutch  Mlulaters  attend  the  same 
dlaince  Id  the  Old  Cbarcb  without  Interruption,  and  we  do  not  believe,  that  tbe 
mglalnants  will  take  upon  tbemselTes  to  sa^,  that  seats  are  wanting  there,  were 
ei  hicllned  to  be  present- 
To  the  IXth  Article  we  answer,  tbat  as  both  Churches  belong  to  one  Congrega- 
c,  the  Conalstorj  of  that  Congregation  bare  donbtless  tbe  sole  Direction  of  both. 
li  a  very  great  Instance  of  their  want  of  Caadonr.  \o  call  the  CoDslstory  tbe 
Ittldi  Part; ;  We  are  of  no  Party,  but  act,  as  far  as  we  are  able  to  Jodge  for  tbe 
od  of  tbe  whole :  We  are  all  members  In  full  Commualon  with  all  our  Hlnlstera ;— ^ 
t  all  ol  Dulch  Families  aad  had  onr  religious  Education  In  the  Dutch  Language; 
•I  It  msT  not  be  improper  to  abserve,  that  of  Bliteen  Members,  which  Constitnt* 
I  consistory  st  present  (eicluslve  at  the  Ministers)  only  six  of  them  slgoed  the 
^dtloD  for  an  English  Minister,  and  one  of  the  remslalog  ten,  slgaed  with  the 
■maCented  People,  the  other  nine  were  neuter. 

We  farlher  beg  leave  to  Inform  your  Eicellency  and  the  Honorable  Board  that  Mr. 
ontenburgh,  baring  made  It  his  business  to  propagate  about  Town,  that  bis  Party 
u  mMI  nnmerouB.  and  that  be  would  show  It  at  the  next  Election  of  Chnich 
Icen  In  October  last  (tbe  Law  Suit  respecting  the  Rlftht  of  Tollng  being  not  then 
ItrmlDed)  the  Consistory  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Publlck,  resoWed  to  give  him 

I  epportonlty  to  try  what  he  could  make  of  It,  tbe  Result  was,  that  one  hundred 
id  Uty  six  CommuDlcaats  appeared  to  join  with  the  Consistory,  a  List  of  wblch 
ken  sad  attested  by  two  Publlck  Notaries  we  herewith  deliver.  The  number  that 
ttnded  him,  was  Dot  as  we  believe  fifty,  tf  there  were  more,  he  might  make  It 
Hir.  their  names  were  not  taken  dawn  by  the  Notaries,  as  they  were  glad  to  Blip 
'V,  being  ashamed  of  tbe  Smallness  of  their  numbers. 

Ur.  Stoulenbarg  being  InSueuced  by  self  Inlerested  Motives  A  urged  on  by  others 
tpB  up  the  Dispute,  wblch,  as  we  arc  Informed.  Is  bis  Chief  Support.  It  la  therefore 
tj  dllBcult  for  him  to  determine  (o  desist,  and  mind  his  proper  calling  this  affair 

■  employed  him  upward  of  Qve  years. 

IVIth  respect  to  forbidding  Ihem  (he  Sacraments,  we  must  obaerve  tbat  It  Is  tbe 
sioQ  of  onr  Church  for  the  Ministers  and  Eldere.  by  Order  of  the  Conalatory  to 
to  the  House  of  the  Communicants,  to  Invite  them  to  commanlcate. — In  tbe 
arse  of  these  Visitations  It  has  happened,  that  some  of  (be  Members  of  the 
arch  told  the  Ministers  and  Elders,  that  they  would  not  acknowledge  the  Consls- 
y  as  lawful ;  pretending  that  as  the  vote  of  the  Members  were  refused  In  the 
■ctlon  of  the  Church  officers,  that  therefore  the  Consistory  was  not  a  lawful 
silstory,  upon  which  the  Impropriety  of  their  attending  was  mentioned  to  them. 

II  as  the  divine  Ordinance  must  In  our  Church  be  admlalatered  imder  the  Inspec- 
n  Of  tbe  Elders  t  they  would  not  acknowledge  the  Elders  as  sucti,  It  could  not  In 
'Ir  conception  of  the  Matter,  be  regularly  administered,  but  we  deny  that  any  one 

■  been  forbid  the  use  of  the  Bacraments.  sltho'  many  of  them  have  deserved  It. 

To  the  Xth  Article  we  say,  that  It  Is  very  dlfllcult  to  comprehend,  what  Is  meaot, 
fotclDg  them  to  acknowledge  Mr.  I,aldlle  to  be  tbeir  lawful  Teacher.  aDd  to 
:lar(  that  be  must  snd  shall  communicate  with  the  Dutch— Mr.  Laldlle  Is  not 
"ced  npoD  any  person — No  Body  goes  to  bpar  Him  but  such  as  chuse  It,  and  he 
nmunlcates  wltb  none,  but  such  as  voluntarily  cooie  to  communicate  with  him. 
It  U  farther  said,  that  If  Mr.  [jldlle  Is  In  CommunloD  with  the  Dutch,  he  Is 
titled  to  the  Beveoues  of  the  Dutch  Ministers,  we  do  not  oDderstand  that  tbe 
oiBnnlcBtlng  with  tbe  Dutch,  can  give  him  any  more  Right  to  the  Reveanes  Of 
«  Ihitch  Ministers,  than  any  other  Person  that  communlcatea  vVtti  \.^w  BM\£^k\ 
i»  Temporalities  ar*  not  bound  for  his  salary,  but  he  la  ?a\4  Vj  ».  vQ\im\»ti  »iV 
T^Oao,  ■*  Asa  been  tlrttSj  explained. 
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If  tbe  Complainants  wotUd  produce  the  Letter,  they  receiyed  from  the  Beferend 
ClassiB  of  Amsterdam,  a  full  Answer  to  this  Point  will  therein  be  seen ; — ^The  Datcb 
Hearers  pay  nothing,  either  for  Minister  or  Pew  Rent ;  the  English  Hearers  at  tbe 
Sole  expense  of  English  Preaching ;  every  Member  of  the  Church  goes  to  hear  whoa 
he  pleases,  and  attends  the  Sacraments  where  he  pleases,  without  any  CoBstrtlnt 
whatever,  and  the  Complainants  may  rest  satisfied  that  no  one  deaires  to  ooispd 
them  to  aclmowledge  Mr.  Laidlie,  or  to  communicate  with  him — they  tre  left 
entirely  at  their  liberty,  and  it  is  of  no  Consequence  to  us  whether  they  do  or  not— 
They  have  taken  great  pains  to  rend  the  Church  to  pieces,  but  liappily,  tbej  bin 
not  succeeded ;  their  Party  is  continually  decreasing,  and  it  is  now  redneed  to  n 
inconsiderable  number  of  inconsiderable  People,  and  the  Congregation  Is  inu 
flourishing  a  Condition  as  ever  It  was. 

Our  Proceedings  have  been  as  far  as  we  know  exactly  conformable  to  tbe  Rolei 
of  our  Church,  and  agreeable  to  the  Sence  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  tbi 
Event  of  a  tedious  &  expensive  Law  Suit  evinces  that  nothing  has  been  done  by  v 
contrary  to  tbe  Laws  of  the  Country ;  from  all  which  we  humbly  conceive,  it  will 
appear  to  Your  Excellency  and  his  Honourable  Board  of  Council,  that  tbe  nil 
Complainants  are  altogether  vexatious  and  without  Foundation. 

The  Consistory  have  all  due  Confidence  in  tbe  Wisdom.  Justice,  and  Prudence  of 
the  Government  and  are  with  Great  Respect  for  His  Excellency  and  the  HononUi 
Board,  his  &  their  most  obedient  Humble  Servants 

By  Order  of  the  Consistory  Joan.  Ritsema,  p.  t.  Praoes. 

New  York  23  September  1767. 
November  11,  1767.     Read  in  Council, 

and  Order  made  dismissing  the  Petition.  , 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  ill.  pp.  31(Wli 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Members  of  the  Rev.  Con- 
sistory OF  Xew  York,  Xov.  28,  1767.  Vol.  31,  P.  291.  'So, 
176. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren  : — 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  Feb.  IS,  1767.  and  signed  by  thirteen  members.  (tW« 
answer)  serves :  That  while  we  are  heartily  grieved  at  all  discords,  dispotei  oA 
offences  which  may  arise  in  the  churches,  and  which  are  extremely  Injarlous  tod 
destructive.  It  is  nevertheless  greatly  to  our  joy  and  comfort  to  learn  that  offeaw* 
are  ceaBing,  and  that  common  love  and  peace  are  reigning  In  their  stead;  for  there 
will  God  be  present,  with  his  spirit  of  love  and  peace. 

We  have  reason  to  hope,  through  the  declarations  of  Revs.  Rltzema,  Laldlle  and 
De  Ronde.  that  at  length  all  discords  and  disputes  will  have  been  taken  awty. 
and  that  mutual  peace,  love,  and  confidence  may  soon  be  restored.  Then.  un<iff 
the  faithful  and  blessed  services  of  pastors  and  teachers  the  church  may  be  ediflfd 
and  the  consolations  of  the  Holy  Ghost  multiplied. 

We  thank  you  for  the  news  that  the  lawsuit  brought  against  the  Consistory  b** 
resulted  In  their  favor,  and  we  congratulate  you  thereupon.  We  hope  that  this 
may  lead  to  many  desirable  and  blessed  results. 

Very  agreeable  also  was  it  for  us  to  learn  that  the  work  of  the  Lord  was  pros- 
pering under  the  Ministry  of  Rev.  Laldile.  We  pray  for  Increased  Illumination  ft* 
him,  and  blessing  on  his  efforts,  as  well  as  In  behalf  of  the  other  ministers:  »od 
that  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  of  Christ  may  continually  be  expanded  more  and 
more  In  your  regions,  and  that  many  may  be  ndded  to  the  church  of  such  as  sk«" 
be  saved.  We  also  wish  great  success  and  blessing  upon  you  in  connection  with 
your  building  of  a  third  church  edifice.  May  the  Lord  abide  with  you  therdn  by 
his    word   and    Spirit. 

Further  worthy  and  beloved  brethren  in  the  Lord,  may  the  grace  of  the  Lw« 
and  his  Spirit  he  with  you  steadfast.  Immovable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  w 
the  Lord,  and  In  his  service,  and  make  you  see  and  know  that  your  labor  is  not  b 

vain  In  the  Lord. 

A.  Becol,  Dep.  PrMics. 

Amaterdam.  ^m-  Koolhaai,  De^  8crlbt- 

Nov,  28.    1767. 
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TiiB  C1.ASBI8  op  Amstebbau  to  thb  Revs.  Fbtemuoet  Kok  Aim 

Rtsdtk,  Nov.  28,  1767.     Vol.  31,  P.  293.     No.  177. 
V«rtiij  Bin  and  Bnilir«n : — 

(Wc  iMrn)  from  yoar  accoaot,  of  the  mani  and  dlitreiilne  dlicord*  «ud  dlaputei 
vbtrb  so  grMtljr  tear  a«andcr  the  Cbnrch  ot  Ood  in  your  coontrj :  jrea,  whicb 
amtcD  entirely  to  dtatraj  tt,  If  Ood  doei  not  preTeot.  NeTcrtbeleu,  we  ioduige 
k  nme  hope  tliat  inch  dlBpotn  may  Bradoallr  leaaen,  asperltlet  belni  soIteDed. 
■V  Ood  grant  tbat  tliii  may  be  tbe  case,  and  that  ere  long  mcb  tblngi  miT 
llttiiether  ceaac  How  macb  would  we  rejoice.  If  we  could  learn  that  the  bretbreo, 
■Hk  united  beam  and  ■trength.  wete  adranclDg  the  work  o(  the  Lord,  eerTlng 
Um  In  blB  holy  Kingdom,  with  all  their  power. 

Ve  have  received  a  chnieh-call,  regnlarl;  drawn  up,  for  the  procuring  and  calling 
rf  a  mlnlHter  tor  th'e  cbntchei  In  tbe  Flats  and  Red  Hook,  and  In  which  we  And 
wtj  favorable  and  dealrable  terms  offered.  ,  We  are  doing  our  best  In  thia  bnslneia, 
Md  will  conllnoe  to  ow  ever;  opportunity  to  find  a  paetor  for  that  field  aa  lOon 
M  possible.  With  thla  object  In  view,  we  ahall  place  an  advertlaement  In  the 
Vntblr  Jonmal.  with  mention  of  the  favorable  conditions. 

b  regard  to  tbe  proposition  wbleb  yon  make  to  the  Claasla  for  their  consldera- 
Bk,  vIi.,  Whether  It  would  not  be  oaefol  that  yon  should  have  tbe  privilege  o( 
MdslnlDg.  with  tbe  laying  on  ot  bands,  the  candidates  examined  In  tbe  Claaals 
*I  Amaterdam,  or  elsewhere,  and  aent  over  for  service  In  yoar  chorchea— we  answer: 
lie  Bev.  Claiala  la  gladly  willing,  at  every  proper  opporCnnity,  to  give  renewed 
tad  special  proofs  of  their  tried  faith  and  good  disposition  toward  yoar  chnrcbea, 
SI  yoD  declare  this  concesaion  would  be  considered :  yet  they  cannot  very  well 
gnat  this  reqoeat.tJtll  chaogea  or  noveltlea  In  general,  as  looked  at  beforehand, 
il»  necessarily  o(  imcertaln  and  doubtful  reeolt ;  and  may  frequently,  allbongh 
fM  Duly  be  promised  from  them,  have  evil  conaequeuces.  We  doubt  very  much 
aln,  whether  thla  conceaslon  woold  produce  such  reauita.  as  you  Qatter  yourselvea 
K  would.  Til.,  In  stopping  the  evil  speech  of  Independenli.  You  yourselves  seem 
■M  to  have  a  very  sanguine  hope  ot  the  good  effect  of  such  a  cbanxe.  Let  ua 
allow  tbe  matter,  therefore,  to  remain  in  statu  quo,  and  let  ua  hope  thai  Ill-tempered 
penoaa  may  gradually  become  qolet,  and  cease  their  clamors. 

With  hearty  wishes  for  tbe  blessings  of  the  All-SuOlclent  One.  upon  yoarselves, 
fsnr  sacred  tnlnlatry  and  the  congregallon  entrusted  to  your  care,  and  that  the 
iplrll  of  submissive  wisdom,  love  and  peace  may  live  and  reign  among  pastors, 
lod   In   (he  Church,  we  aubacrlbe  onrselrea,  etc..  etc. 

A.   Becol.   Dep.   Praeaes. 
Wm.  Koolbaaa,  Dep.  Scrlba. 


No»,  28,  1767. 


B    C1.A8SI8    OF    Amsterdam    to    the   Rev,    Conventus    at 

Kingston,  Nov.  28,  1767. 
,   sirs.  Much-beloved  Brethren  : — 

rom  your  letter  of  Peb.  S.  1767,  we  have  learned  that  you  have  done  yoar 
oat.  employing  every  means  to  save  Bev.  Meyer,  but  that  all  la  found  to  be  in 
I.  We  are  grieved  al  bis  obstinacy,  and  the  eipreaslons  In  his  tetter  to  you 
ilease  ns  greatly.  Ai  the  case  now  appeare  to  us.  after  having  gone  to  anch 
'cmea,  we  cannot  Imagine  what  more  can  be  done  to  save  him.  We  approve, 
!.  of  his  removal  from  bla  congregation.  We  hope  that  this  measure,  ao 
'slactantly  adopted,  may  tend  to  the  removal  of  offences,  and  to  the  promotion  of 
nto*.  love  and  peace  In  the  churches  of  our  Lord. 

W<  Aali  make  every  effort  to  procure  another  minister  In  his  stead,  and  to  this 
■■0,  w*  will  place  an  advertisement  In  the  Jonnitl.  We  wish,  morcn^n,  tt»V  V^« 
MM  prtctona'  of  the  Lord's   hleaalngs   mar   reat   upon   yon.     A-uA   ma.i   Vne   s^xA 
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pleasure  of  the  Lord,  to  the  manifold  benefit  of  his  Church,  and  the  extenskm  of 
Jesus'  Kingdom,  prosper  through  your  instnimentality.  May  offences  he  atolded, 
and  truth,  love  and  peace  flourish  In  your  churches. 

(Signed  at  abore.) 
Amsterdam,  Not.  28.  17C7. 


Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburxe. 
Missionaries  to  the  Indians.     Bishop  in  America. 


Johnson    Hall,    December  3.  1767. 


From   what   has   been   repeated    In   former   letters  and   from   the   many  rfporti 
transmitted  on  Indian  Affairs  concerning  the  management  of  these  people,  I  luip« 
will  evidently  appear  what  are  the  powers  necessary  to  be  given  to  the  Deptrt- 
ment  for  the  purposes  of  the  Crown  and  the  Public  advantage  and  therefore  It 
will  be  unnecessary  to  repeat  them,  or  to  dwell  longer  upon  the  want  of  ffettlli; 
these  Important  points  and  the  alarming  prospect  of  our  affairs  on  that  Accoont 
I  have  therefore  only  to  repeat  that  the  promoting  Religion  amongst  them  li  bf 
no  means  to  be  neglected,  and  that  the  establishment  of  Missionaries  imder  proper 
Authority,  as  promised  and  dally  expected  by  the  Indians  (many  of  whom  edocited 
in  the  principles  of  the  Church  of  England  are  greatly  disgusted  at  our  nefieett) 
would  have  very  happy  effects.    As  I  understand  an  Episcopate  Is  now  solldttd 
for  by  the  National  Clergy,  and  their  Congregations,  I  am  of  opinion  if  their  tppD* 
cation  meets  with  the  success  and  attention  which  It  appears  to  deserve  thAt  net 
an  Establishment  besides  Its  advantages  to  ye  National  Church  and  its  Members, 
will  tend  In  the  most  effectual  manner  to  promote  Religion  amongst  the  IndUos 
under  a   proper  Church   Government,   and   the   Auspices  of  a    Resident  DI|tiM«1 
Clergyman  in  America. 

Your  Lordships  Most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

W.  Johnson. 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  vll,  pp.  997,  1002,  l«& 

Church  of  Xew  York. 
Cost  of  the  Psalm  Book. 

New  York,   Dec.  17th.  17^- 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  nnmp. 

The  account  for  the  printing  of  the  Psalm  book  etc.,  was  brought  in  aR<J  '^"^ 
in  all  to  amount  to  £1074:  9:  8%:  but  the  books,  reckoned  at  10  shillings  etch '* 
bound  copies,  would  make,  for  2000  copies  £1000.;  so  that  there  is  an  arrear  of 
£74:  9:  8%.  The  Consistory  resolved  to  pay  that  sum  and  take  for  It  the  pl*^** 
which  were  ordered  from  Holland,  to  be  kept  for  another  occasion. 

Still  that  the  poor  may  not  be  destitute  of  copies,  the  gentlemen  entroited  ^ 
the  issue  of  the  book  shall  record  the  name's  of  such,  and  report  the  same  «t 
next  meeting  for  further  consideration. 

Signed    etc., 

J.   Ritxema,  p.  t.  President 

LuTHEBAN  CiiUKCH  IN  Xew  York  City. 17674850. 

The  famous  "  Old  Dutch  (Lutheran)  Church,"  In  days  of  yore  located  on  "^^ 
and  Cart-street."  so  called  from  an  Inn  near  by,  bearing  the  representatloa  o 
horse  and  cart  for  a  sign,  but  In  latter  days  on  William-street,  has  ■^^J!^ 
prostrated  before  the  march  of  Improvement.     Its  dingy  and  time-worn  w«l*»**^ 
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been  for  clslity  three  yenrs,  or  since  the  year  1707,  the  silent  witness  of  the 
fprowth  of  New  Amsterdam,  having  long  remained  among  the  few  relics  of  htr 
past    Insignificance. 

It     was   the  oldest   church   edifice   in   the   city,    and   the   congregation   originally 

^vvorshlplng  In  it  for  a   long  time  floarishcd  under  the  powerful  preaching  of  the 

learned   Mr.  John  Christopher  Kunz.  D.  D.    It  was  then  known  as  the  **  Swamp 

Cburch,*'   being  situated   in  a   marshy   district,    (now  at   the  junction   of  William 

and    Frankfort-streets,   east  of  French's  Hotel)   and   in  the  region  of  the   "  Tan 

Tarda.'*    The  foundation  atones  will  be  removed  in  a  few  daya,  when  it  Is  c:cpected 

that  aundry  manuscripts,  coins,  etc.,  will  be  brought  to  light,  forming  intereating 

obJectB  for  antiquarian  research.     Beneath  ita  walls  is  a  large  vault,   in   which 

were  formerly  entombed  the  remains  of  a  number  of  officers  and  privates  attached 

to  the  Hessian  army,  who  fell  during  the  Revolutionary  War.     History  speaks  of 

them   as   having   been    buried   in   their    regimentals,    with   their   side-arms,    etc., 

with  much  pomp  and  circumstance.    They  were  disinterred,  however,  some  years 

•Ince,  at  the  same  time  that  the  remains  of  the  dead   were  removed  from  the 

old  srave-yard  which  existed  in  the  rear  of  the  church.    The  **  Old  Dutch  Church  '* 

li  hallowed  by  many  other  interesting  associations. 

Of  late  years  it  has  sadly  fallen  from  its  former  high  estate.  Since  it  waa 
Ticated  by  its  original  occupants.  It  has  been  used  as  a  place  of  worship  by  a 
•oelety  of  colored  people,  then  as  an  auction  house,  and  lastly  as  a  stable.  Its 
Tenerable  galleries,  where  once  listened  the  faithful  worshippers,  were  stored 
with  provender,  the  under  portion  serving  as  stalls  for  horses.  The  whole  has  now 
been  tumbled  into  ruins,  and  from  the  site  is  to  fise  speedily  a  large  hotel. — N.  Y. 
Joarnal   of  Commerce,   Dec.  23,   1860. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Kunze,  mentioned  in  the  above  article,  died  on  24th  July,  1807, 
•fed  sixty  three  years. — Greenleaf's  History  of  the  New  York  Churches. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Building  a  Third  Church. 

New  York,  Feb.  22nd,  17«8. 
Consistory  held   after  calling  on   God's   name. 

^^  'was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  roof  of  the  Third  Church,  should  be  laid 
wit  la  tile,  and  as  there  Is  now  a  good  opportunity  to  obtain  them,  that  they 
•hovEld  be  immediately  bought. 

Signed  etc., 

J.   Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 

New  York,  March  31st,  1768. 
^^'oiisistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

^^     was  proposed  to  the  Consistory  to  take  up  Two  Thouaand  Pounds  on  Inter- 

^^*     to  complete  the  Third  Church.    Whereupon  a  calculation  was  made  how  this 

^foOM^   with  the  Interest  from  time  to  time,  could  be  paid.    The  Consistory  were 

v^^^^Hed  that   It  could   be   discharged   in  six   years.    They   therefore   resolved   to 

^*^t»w  £1500  at  6  per  cent,  which  Is  all  that  was  judged  necessary  for  this  year. 

"^tie  Proposal  and  calculation  ran  thus,  verbatim: 

^*  A  subscription  is  made  amounting  to  £4000. 

^  There  is  an  order  of  Consistory  that,  of  the  collections  made  at  the  English 

tei^tce,  the  Deacons  shall  appropriate  only  one  half  to  the  alms  for  the  support  of 

^^  poor  members  and  also  to  the  expenses  belonging  especially  to  that  service; 

>Ad  the  overplus  shall  be  used  to  pay  for  the  aforesaid  Church.    This  surplus  by 

€^  computation  amounts  to  £260  yearly. 

^  When  the  Church  Is  completed,   there   will   be  another  English  service  be> 

Met  the  present,  and  the.  collections  at  that  will  yield  at  least  £100  more. 

i  When  the  church  Is  completed,  the  seats  will  be  taxed  at  a  proper  yearly 
Mt,  wUch  will  make  an  income  of  at  least  £250. 

i  Tkat  the  first  year's  rent  of  the  seats  be  offered  at  vendue  to  the  highest 
Ms,  In  order  to  obtain  possession,  and  this  first  year's  rent  h«  Vaii!EL«^\%x%\l 
IM,  1^  which  at  least  £500.  can  be  raised. 


17G7 


4112  Ecclesiastical  Records 

1768 

It  was  further  resolved  to  make  out  a  bond  for  the  snm  to  Mr.  John  Van  der 
Spiegel:  and  that  Mr.  Isaac  Roosevelt  should  receive  the  money. 

Mrs.  Verivey  was  received  as  a  poor  meml>er  according  to  a  resolntton  of  Goft- 
slstory  made  July  2l8t,  1767. 

Signed  etc., 

Laml>ertU8  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  PreiidcBt 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Chartered  Society  fob  Subi- 
na:vi,  March  25,  1768.     Vol.  31,  Page  295,  No.  179. 

To  Their  Very  Hon.  Messrs.  Directors  of  the  Incorporated  Society  of  SailDam:— 

Whereas  there  has  been  put  Into  onr  handa,  as  Deputies  of  Foreign  AflUn  for 
the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  a  certain  missive  from  the  Governor  and  GIvU 
Councils  at  Surinam,  with  accompanying  documents,  for  our  inspection  and  exami- 
nation, and  to  serve  your  Honorables  with  our  deliberation  and  advice: 

We.  the  undersigned,  have,  after  previous  consultation  with  Mr.  Secretary  Tib 
Abeel,  for  our  enlightenment  on  certain  to  us  otherwise  unknown  resolntlont,  dr- 
cumstances  or  occasions,  and  communication  with,  and  approval  from  the  Bcf. 
Classis— the  honor,  lespectfully  to  give  your  Honorables  our  delibeiatioiis  tti 
Judgment  (salvo  mellorl)  on  the  aforesaid  letter  and  its  several  and  partleiilir 
articles. 

1.  In  relation  to  the  Resolution  of  the  Court,  of  Jan  7,  1602,  concerning  a  certali 
present  for  the  first  minister's  son  born  In  that  country,  as  also  the  ResolntkHi  of 
Feb.  13,  1758,  in  regard  to  furnishing  a  slave  for  each  parsonage,  both  of  whldilt 
is  now  contemplated  to  annul:  we  have  reasons  to  think  that  it  would  be  belt  1^ 
those  resolutions  continued  In  force,  so  as  rather  to  encourage  capable  ministers 
by  such  presents. 

2.  In  regard  to  restoring  the  Don.  Gratult.  in  case  a  minister  wants  to  be  dls- 
ctiarged  from  bis  service  within  the  time  of  four  years,  we  Judge  that  that  wooM 
be  the  fairest  thing  to  do;  because  such  an  engagement  for  service  in  the  ForelfB 
Churches  ought  to  be  fixed  not  merely  for  four  years,  but  rather  for  six,  in  order 
to  avoid  putting  the  churches  to  so  many  inconveniences,  troubles  and  expeasei. 

3.  As  to  the  further  matter,  that  the  State  Houses  (landshuisen)  wliich  at  preseot 
serve  as  parsonages,  should  be  sold,  and,  as  an  offset,  the  ministers  allowed  for 
salary,  house  rent,  etc.,  nothing  excepted,  once  for  all— the  first  two  yean  two 
thousand  Dutch  florins,  the  two  following  years  two  thousand,  two  hundred  Dotch 
florins,  and  after  that  two  thousand,  five  hundred  Dutch  florins,  each  year— we  bJ^* 
to  advise  that  such  an  annual  salary  would  indeed  be  sufficient  and  profitable;  W 
we  do  wish,  for  more  than  one  reason,  that,  since  those  parsonages  are  there  now 
anyway,  .they  might  as  well  continue  to  be  used  as  such  hereafter;  provided  the 
ministers  at  Paramaribo  might,  besides  the  said  parsonages,  have  the  beneilt  alM 
of  the  above  mentioned  salaries. 

4.  As  to  whether,  when  a  minister  comes  to  die.  leaving  tieliind  a  widow,  tbe 
latter  should  have  the  full  salary  for  the  year  in  which  the  minister's  death  oceon> 
we  think  that  it  Is  understood,  or  ought  to  be  understood,  that  it  is  a  year  and  ^ 
weeks  after  the  death  of  the  minister,  generally  called  *'a  year  of  grace",  til* 
customary  in  this  country. 

5.  The  fixing  of  the  salary  for  the  widows  at  500  Dutch  florins  a  year  it  ▼^ 
good:  only  we  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  your  Honorables,  if  it  might  not  be 
well  and  for  the  advantage  of  unfortunate  widows,  if  they  were  permitted  to  liv< 
on  the  said  salary  elsewhere.  In  their  Fatherland,  or  wherever  they  pleased;  seelsg 
ttiat  for  many  of  them  it  would  be  exceedingly  Inconvenient,  for  the  sake  of  enjof- 
Ing  the  use  of  this  salary,  to  be  obliged  to  continue  their  residence  at  Surinam,  tlie 
land  of  their  pilgrimage. 

6.  That  the  minister,  whom  the  Court  locates  at  the  River  should  have  800  ilorini 
less  than  one  at  Paramaribo;  as  an  oCTset  to  which  he  would  have  the  use  of  tbe 
parsonage  with  the  slaves  belonging  to  it;  if  we  suppose  that  the  mlnisten  at 
Paramaribo  still  continue  to  enjoy,  besides  their  salaries,  the  free  use  of  tlie  I*'* 
nonages,  we  take  it  to  be  a  difference  altogether  too  great.     It  mlflit  bf  a  noci 

proper  arrangement  to  let  the  River  ministers  have  300  florlna  lets  tlian  tbosa  at 
Paramaribo, 
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7.  Having  understood  that,  In  the  Rev.  Consistory  at  Paramaribo,  frequent  dis- 
sensions and  quarrels  have  been  occurring  between  the  Dutch  and  French  Churches, 
we  feel  very  sorry  for  that;  and  we  do  wish  that  the  brethren  there  would  live 
together  In  nnity.  peace  and  love,  for  the  edification  of  the  chnrch  and  in  order 
that  the  name  of  the  Lord  may  not  be  blasphemed  among  the  heathen.  We  have 
great  reason  to  fear,  however,  that  that  offense  will  not  be  removed,  if,  as  the 
Governor  and  the  Councils  request,  those  two  Consistories  were  separated  and 
remained  combined  In  the  yearly  convention  only.  The  Rev.  Classis  cannot  well 
give  its  consent  to  that,  fearing,  as  it  does,  that  at  any  time  snch  a  plan  may  have 
bad  results.  It  looks  strange  to  us  also,  if  such  a  separation  Is  thought  to  be  an 
efficient  means  for  stopping  dissentions  and  offenses,  that  neither  the  Dutch  nor  the 
Walloon  part  of  the  Consistory  has  made  any  proposition  or  request  in  regard  to  it. 
We  should  like  to  get  their  Judgment  on  the  matter  first  What  farther  keeps  us 
back  from  giving  our  approval  or  consent,  are  the  complaints  and  accusations  of  the 
Rev.  Ck>nYentlon  of  Surinam  against  Rev.  Suquens  on  account  of  excessive  offenses 
of  various  kinds.  We  are  most  inclined  to  think  that,  were  Rev.  Suquens  cor- 
rected and  his  offenses  removed,  the  dissensions  and  quarrels  In  the  combined 
Consistories  would  come  to  an  end. 

8.  Finally,  as  regards  the  complaints  of  the  Rev.  Coetus  Deputatus  about  the 
Lutheran  minister,  Zegerquist,  on  account  of  his  baptizing  children  who  do  not  by 
rights  belong  to  his  church,  etc.  as  also  on  account  of  his  Instructing  and  receiv- 
ing as  members,  young  people  who  have  not  yet  come  to  years  of  Judgment  or  dis- 
cretion, and  who  can  in  no  way  be  reckoned  as  belonging  to  the  Lutheran  church:— 
inch  a  thing  looks  to  us  like  a  bold  Intrusion  or  undermining  of  the  right  of  the 
Reformed  Charch. 

The  reasons  advanced  by  the  said  Rev.  Convention,  for  checking  such  excessive 
license  by  royal  Edict  and  for  securing  some  fixed  regulation,  appear  to  us  well- 
founded  and  fair.  We.  therefore.  Join  In  the  wish  expressed  In  their  request,  that 
for  preventing  further  bad  consequences,  conformably  to  the  Edict  of  the  country, 
certain  stipulations  may  be  made  by  your  Honorables  and  sent  to  the  Rev.  Con- 
sistory of  Paramaribo,  for  their  guidance  In  such  cases  as  that  of  whch  they  now 
complain.  For  certainly,  cases  like  this  are  usually  of  such  a  nature  that  they 
Increase  and  grow  worse  from  time  to  time,  especially  when  in  addition,  as  is 
Intimated  in  the  Inference  of  the  Rev.  Coetus,  it  becomes  a  point  of  honor  and 
greatness  to  have  one's  children  baptized  at  one's  house— which  can  be  done  among 
the  Lutherans,  but  is,  according  to  Church  Order,  not  permitted  among  the 
Reformed;  and  the  interest  In  religion  on  the  part  of  many  grows  very  much  lees 
from  time  to  time. 

We  have  the  honor  also  hereby  to  make  the  observation  that  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses, according  to  their  great  wisdom  and  foresight  concerning  evil  consequences 
bi  such  cases,  have  In  the  year  1651,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  true  Christian 
Heformed  Religion,  taken  this  action,  reading— that  the  sects  and  denominations, 
Which  are  excluded  from  the  public  protection,  and  are  simply  tolerated,  shall, 
during  such  toleration,  be  kept  In  perfect  order  and  quiet,  under  rules  against  all 
^xcetsea;  and  that  henceforth  they  shall  be  allowed  in  no  other  places  than  where 
they  at  present  exist. 

The  undersigned  think  that  herewith  they  have,  as  well  as  they  could,  answered 
your  Honorable's  good  Intentions. 

Adrlanns  Becol,  V.  D.  M.  Amst.  Deput. 

Classis  ad  res  extents,   h.  t.   Praeses. 
WUh.  Koolhaas,  V.  D.  M.  Amst.  Deput. 

Classis  ad  res  exteras,  h.   t.  Scriba. 
Ifarch  25.  1768. 

William  Livingston  to  Rev.  Samuei.  Cooper,  March  28,  1768. 

In  Reference  to  Bishops  in  America. 

Dear  8li*:— 

I  am  glad  to  bear  that  Dr.  Cbauncey  has  undertaken  an  answer  to  Dr.  Chandler's 
Appeal.     As  the  latter  began  already  to  construe  our  silence  on  the  s\i\^\«<i\.  VcvXa 
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an  acquieacence  In  his  project,  it  is  high  time  the  appeal  was  answered.  But 
though  your  Tenerable  brother  may  strip  our  Bplsoopallan  champion  of  his  tri- 
umphal trappings,  I  think  it  cannot  hare  the  same  salutary  effect  towards  defeat- 
ing the  scheme  at  home  as  a  course  of  weekly  papers  inserted  in  the  public  prIntL 
These  are  almost  unlyersally  read,  and  from  greater  latitude  one  may  there  gin 
himself,  will  proTO  more  effectual  in  alarming  the  colonies.  For  I  take  it  that 
clamour  is  at  present  our  best  policy,  and  that  If  the  country  can  bo  animatsd 
against  it,  our  superiors  at  home  will  not  easily  be  induced  to  grant  so  arrogant  a 
Qlaim,  at  the  expense  of  the  public  trmnquillity.  With  this  view  a  few  of  josr 
friends  here  have  lately  begun  a  paper  under  the  name  of  the  American  Whig. 

which  they  purpose  to  carry  on  till  it  has an  unlTersal  alann.    A  nam- 

ber  of  gentlemen  will  shortly  open  the  ball  in  Philadelphia.     I  should  be  so  glid 

the  same  measure  was  pursued  in  Boston Without  some  such  oppod- 

tlon,  I  am  apprehensive  the  ministry  may  be  prerailed  upon  to  gratify  the  lawii- 
sleeyes  by  way  of  recompense  for  so  often  voting  against  their  conscience  for  the 
court. 

As  this  country  Is  good  enough  for  me,  and  I  hare  no  notion  of  remoring  to 
Scotland,  whence  my  ancestors  were  banished  by  this  set  of  men,  I  cannot  without 
terror  reflect  on  a  bishop's  setting  his  foot  on  this  continent.  Pray,  my  dear  lir. 
bestir  yourself  at  this  critical  juncture,  and  help  us  to  ward  off  this  eccleeiaftietl 
stamp-act,  which,  if  submitted  to,  will  at  length  grind  us  to  powder. 

I  beg  your  acceptance  of  the  enclosed  (the  letter  to  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff),  which 
I  wrote  out  of  real  affection  for  the  New  England  colonies,  and  a  sincere  regard  for 
truth.  Dr  (^launcey  had,  'tis  true,  so  fully  refuted  the  bishop's  calumniei  thit 
anything  further  might  well  have  been  dispensed  with.  But  I  thought  he  htd 
treated  that  haughty  prelate  rather  too  tenderly,  and  that  he  deserved  a  Uttle 
severer  correction 

I  must,  dear  sir,  repeat  my  earnest  solicitations  that  you  exert  yourself  In  thii 
interesting  cause.  We  are  debtors  to  our  country— debtors  to  posterity— but,  abore 
all,  debtors  to  Him  who  will  not  suffer  a  competitor  in  the  supremacy  of  tht 

church 

I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  most  affectionate  friend,  and  humble  servant 

William  LivingitoQ. 

— Sedgewlck*8  Life  of  Wm.  Livingston,  pp.  1864. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Proposition  in  r^ard  to  the  restoration  of  union  in  the  Ohupchefl 

of  New  York. 

1768,  April  11th.  Art.  4.  The  Eev.  Knlenkamp  proposed  to 
the  Assembly  whether  it  were  not  expedient  to  appoint  a  speciBi 
Committee,  to  examine  the  documents  which  have  reference  to 
the  Church  of  New  York,  and  to  see  if  some  plan  can  not  be  formu- 
,  lated  for  the  betterment  of  that  Church,  and  the  restoration  of  it8 
connection  with  ours.  This  he  urged  for  several  reasons  and  ce^ 
tain  circumstances. 

This  proposition  was  approved,  and  the  Eev.  Depp,  ad  res  &• 
teras  were  invited  to  prepare  such  a  plan.  To  them  were  added 
the  Eev.  Kulenkamp,  Longueville,  and  Buurt     xiv.  146. 
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LsTTEBs  Fbou  Nbw  Yobe. 

7.  The  Rev,  Eesaler  read  a  letter  from  New  York  con- 
f  principally  the  following: 

mimster  John  Michael  Kem,  and  the  elders  of  a  G«rman 
.  at  New  York,  address  tbemselres  to  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
0  which  they  suhject  themselves.  They  ask  for  some  as- 
e,  inasmuch  as  they  have  become  involved  in  heavy  debt. 
as  occurred  first,  by  the  purchase  of  a  building  for  worshipj 
ard,  by  alterations ;  and  finally  when  Uiat  building  became 
lilapidated,  by  the  erection  of  a  new  church  building.  Thia 
ven  yet  after  taking  up  a  collection  ostiatim  [  t]  at  New 

which  brought  six  hundi^d  pounds,  amounts  to  thirteen 
id  and  fifty  one  pounds.  The  church  complains  also  that  it 
ircely  support  their  pastor ;  and  that  their  alms  are  devoured 

interest  on  the  debt-capital.     This  letter  was  handed  to  the 

ad  res  Exteras,  with  the  request  to  bring  in  a  pre-advice  at 
xt  Classis.     xiv.  147. 

5ASfCEL  Cooper  to  William  Livingston,  Apkil  18,  1768. 
Refbobnce  to  Bishops  in  America.     The  American 


sded  to  h&va  wrote  700  lirgely,  bat  Hln  Br&dfonl,  tbe  lad;  who  li  wi 

to  take  tbe  cbirge  of  mr  packet.  eettlDg  oDt  woDCr  tbMt  I  expected,  I 
It  time  to  Bcksowledse  tbe  receipt  of  roar  *eij  ftl«Qdlr  lettei  and  tbe 
t  tbat  accompanied  It,  for  wblcb  I  returned  ron  m}  wum  thutka.  I  waa 
>)««>«]  when  I  found  yon  cagaged  In  tbl«  pablle  aernee,  tj  tbe  advartlM- 

roar  letter  In  the  New  Tork  paper,  and  bare  betn  more  m  In  readlns  It 
lie  Is  clear  and  antoiated,  and  tbe  New  BngUnd  colonle*  are  much  Indebted 

'or  BO  bandeome  a  Tlndlcalton.     I lor  the  Blahi^  of  Llandaff,  and 

the  mludoDarlee  do  not  bliuh  tor  ttaemaelTea,  when  It  eo  cleailr  appearl 

their  falae   and  gross  mlsrepreeentatloDB,  tber  bare  M  ireattr 

Ihelr  snpeTlorB,  and  led  them  to  eipoae  themselvee  to  all  the 

re  treated   hie   lordship   as   I   have  wished   to  see   blm   treated   npon   tbU 

— not  ladecently,  bat  wllb  spirit  and  manly  treedom 

Ire  not  alone  In  yoar  opialon  of  Doctor  Cbanneey's  performance.  Tbe 
however,  deserves  well.     His  heart  Is  engaged  In  the  eaoae,  and  he  ha*  « 

ad. 

e  been  macb  entertained  with  wbaC  I  have  read  of  the  Anteiloon  WMg, 
glad  to  find  oar  friends  at  New  Tork  exerting  tbemselvee  In  this  important 
fay  with  BO  mocb  epirit,  and  to  ao  good  affect ;  yoar  plan  and  execatlm 
0  far  aa  I  have  teen.  Is  well  adapted  to   ronae  and  awaken ;   the  alarm 

and  I  hope  will  be  soon  nnlTerBal.  There  are  bnt  few  ot  the  laity  of  the 
of  England  am^  ot  who  really  with  ta  tee  a  blahov  \&  Aintn\<:*,  •»&  \:&« 
'  nnat  b«  tDfatoated  to  Introdoct  a  n«w  eccleiUatlcal  90*^'  ^eie,  t.^  wat& 
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a  distance  from  the  check  of  the  throne:  a  power  that  the   authority 

has  always  found  so  hard  to  control  and  keep  within  bounds,  not  easily  attempered 
to  the  original  constitution  of  any  of  the  colonies,  and  directly  opposite  to  some  of 
them,  and  greatly  heighten  the  difficulties  attending  the  administratloii  of  thea 
already.  Chandler  and  the  Kplscopal  clergy  are  utterly  mistaken  in  thinking  the 
present  a  favorable  season  for  opening  their  plan :  they  could  not  have  hit  vpoo 

one  more  unpromising  to  their  cause ;  and   myself  that  the  appeal, 

contrary  to  the  design  of  its  author  and  friends,  will  have  some  happy  influence 
towards  establishing  civil  and  religious  liberty  in  thd  colonies.  How  it  is  witli 
you  I  cannot  say,  but  among  us,  I  think  I  can  already  discern  some  such  effect 

The  American  Whig,  could  it  be  published  in  our  papers,  considering  what  Dr. 
Chauncey  has  wrote,  would  render  such  a  work  among  ourselves  altogether  unneco- 
aary.  But  this,  though  the  printers  are  ready  to  do  it,  and  many  eagerly  deilrosi 
of  It.  cannot  be  obtained.  Mr.  rarker,  who  I  am  told  has  the  control  of  the  pott- 
office,  has  given  his  mandate  against  it,  and  threatened  our  printers  tliat  If  thej 
presume  to  publish  any  part  of  that  paper,  they  shall  have  nothing  conveyed  to  thcB 
by  the  post,  without  paying  the  postage.  This  appears  to  me  a  very  extraordlnan 
measure;  and  dlscoverff.  with  a  witness,  what  our  poor  America  is  likely  more  an& 
more  to  feel,  the  Intolencc  of  office.     This  has  disgusted  people  here,  and  will  di» 

appoint  his  design  of  enlarging  the  number  of  his  subscribers  among  as  

I  am,  sir, 

With   much   affection   and  esteem. 

Tour  obedient  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Cooper. 

— Sedgewick's  Life  of  WMUlam  Livingston,  pp.  138-140. 


Acts  of  thk  Deptties  of  the  Cu\ssis  of  Amsterdam.      May  2, 

1768. 

Letter,  with  Acta  Synodl,  to  be  sent  to  St  Eustatius. 

There  was  read,  by  the  Deputies  ad  Res  Exteras.  a  letter  to  be  sent  with   the 
(Acta  of  the)  Synod  of  North  Holland,  to  St  Eustatius ;  which  was  approTed. 

Plax  for  theReiniox  of  the  Churches  ix  Xew  Xetherlaxd. 

How  IT  Came  to  be  Devised. 

By  the  same  Deputies  to  whom.  In  this  matter,  were  added  Revs.  Kulenkamp. 
Longueville  and  Buurt,  was  also  laid  upon  the  table  a  pre-advice,  concerning  the 
most  suitable  means  whereby  the  churches  of  New  Netherland.  under  Gk»d*8  blessing, 
may  be  preserved,  both  as  regards  the  simple  Confession  of  the  Truth,  and  adher- 
ence to  the  Netherland  Church  Order:  and  the  extreme  schisms  and  dissensions 
removed  out  of  the  way  so  far  as  possible.  Thereupon  it  was  resolTed  by  the 
Rev.  Classis.  to  let  the  pre-advtce  lie  over,  for  the  inspection  of  all  the  members, 
for  a  month,  in  order  to  deliberate  on  it  more  fully  at  the  ensuing  Classis  In  Jnne; 
and,  provisionally,  notice  shall  be  given  hereof  to  those  churches  in  a  letter. 

Vol.  xxlv.   110? 


SUSPEXSIOX    OF   TiEV.    WaRMOLDFS    KuYPEIW^,    BY    THE  GoVERXOB 

AND  Consistory  of  the  Island  of  Curacoa, 

Further,  there  appeared  in  the  meeting  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers,  minister  od 

Curacoa.    He  complained  of  a  sentence  pronounced  against  him,  by  the  Qovsmor  anA 

Consistory  there.     By  this,  as  is  stated  in  the  minutes  of  that  Consistory,  and  fff 

reason  of  multiplied  complaints,  as  well  as  about  his  evil  condnct  turtlfltd  to  under 

oatb,  he  was  suspended;  yet  Vn  tact,  ^i«  ivma  iXM^VatAly   (plennrto)  dapowd.    H« 


i 
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t^Mea  In  tfaerewlUi  coplM  of  tbc  accDUtloiia  brougbt  In  Rgilnst  him.  aod  &Ibo 
Wmal  dedaraUoDB  whlcb  are  In  his  faTor.     This  caw   wii  pltced   br   the   Bct. 
AmmbUx  In  the  hands  of  the  Deputlti  ad  Bea  Eitersa.  la  order  to  reader  them  a 
|t««dvle«  at  the  enaulni  ClaaalB  In  June. 

Vol.  «iT.  111? 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdam. 
Chubches  of  New  Yoek. 
1768,  May  2nd.  Art.  3  ad  4.  By  the  Committee  ad  lianc 
ttoaam  a  report  (pre-advice)  was  read.  It  was  resolved  to  thank 
Ae  Messrs.  Committee  for  their  great  pains,  and  to  leave  that 
paper  (their  report)  sealed,  in  the  care  of  tlie  sexton,  so  that  each 
m^nber  may  read  it  and  may  give  his  advice  upon  it  at  the  next 
elassis.  Then  a  resolution  shall  be  adopted  in  regard  to  it.  xiv. 
148. 


I  Lettbb  to  Rev.  Kebjt  of  New  York, 

Art.  4.  ad  Art,  7,  To  the  letter  of  Rev.  Kern,  whose  contents 
were  given  at  the  Classis  of  April  11,  1768,  No.  7,  a  reply  was 
read  written  by  Rev.  Kessler  in  the  name  of  Classis.  This  was 
approved,     xiv.  148. 

(Waemoldos  KuypEKs,) 
Art,  5.  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuvpers  minister  on  the  isle  of 
Curocoa,  complains  that  he  had  been  suspended  by  the  Consistory 
of  Cnracoa,  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  read  extracts  from 
die  papers  which  the  said  Rev.  Kuvpers  had  submittied  to  them 
in  reference  to  this  matter.  They  report  that  the  Consistory  had 
given  no  account  thereof  to  them;  that  they  had  written  to  the 
Consistory  of  Curacoa  last  vear  for  a  report  regarding  the  con- 
dnct  of  Rev,  Kuypers ;  that  they  had  also  conversed  ivith  several 
people  who  had  come  from  Curacoa,  and  who  testified  that,  while 
Bmy  were  against  Rev.  Kuypers,  vet  many  also  gave  excellent 
iMtimony  in  his  behalf.  In  the  letter  which  the  Consistorv  of 
CiDieofl  had  written  to  the  Depp,  of  February  5,  1768,  thev  give 
10  explanation  of  this  affair,  but  state  only  that  thev  have  re- 
pnrted  it  to  the  Messrs,  Directors, 


1768 
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The  Bev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  are  thanked  for  the  great  trouble 
they  have  already  expended  on  this  case,  and  they  were  requested 
to  confer  further  about  it  with  representative  Directors ;  and  to 
make  it  ctear  to  them  how  such  conduct  of  a  Consistory  in  sum- 
marily suspending  a  minister,  would  make  it  very  di£Scult  ever 
again  to  secure  a  preacher  for  Curacoa.  They  were  further  to 
investigate  what  accusations  are  brought  against  this  minister, 
and  thien  to  make  further  report  to  Classis,  whether  there  is  proof 
concerning  them,  or  whether  they  are  imfounded,  etc     xiv.  148. 

Anoelican  CuuRcn  at  Albany. 

Petition  of  the  Eector  etc  of  St.  Peter's  Church  for  a  Charter. 

May  18,  1768. 

To  His  ExceUency  Sir  Henry  Moore»  Baronet  Governor  and  Commander  ia  CUtf    ; 
^of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  tbe  Territories  thereon  depending  and  Cbii- 

cellor  of  the  same  etc. 

The  Petition  of  the  Minister  Church  Wardens  and  Vestry  of  Saint  Peters  Chsitk    | 
in  the  aty  of  Albany. 
Hnmbly  Sheweth 

That  His  Excellency  Robert  Hunter  His  Majesty  King  George  the  first  GovtrBor 
of  this  province  on  the  21st  October  1714  by  Letter  Patent  under  the  Broad  «^ 
did  grant  unto  the  Rev.  Thomas  Barclay  Peter  Mathews  Esq.  and  John  Dunbft^  ^ 
certain  piece  of  Ground  therein  particularly  described  for  to  erect  and  Build^ 
Church  for  Public  Worship  agreeable  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Cho^^ 
of  England  as  by  Law  Established,  that  soon  after  a  Church  was  Built  on  the  ^^^ 
Ground  and  publick  worship  has  been  performed   according  to  the  mode  of    ^^ 
Church  of  England.     And  your  Petitioners  conceiving  it  may  be  for  the  inteT*^ 
and  advantage  of  the  said  Church  to  have  It  Incorporated. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  Excellency  to  Grant  unto  your  Petitioners  a  Chae^'* 
for  the  Incorporation  of  tbe  said  Church  in  such  manner  as  unto  your  Eixeelle^^ 
shall  seem  most  proper. 

And  your  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray  etc. 


Harry  Munro.  Clerk. 
Christopher  Hegerman 
I>aniel  Hewson,  Jr. 
John  Barclay 
Wm.  Benson 


Church 
Warden^^ 


18  May  1768.     Read  in  Council  &  referred  to  a  Committee. 
13  July  1768.     Reported  and  granted. 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  ill.  pp.  552,  653. 

Acts  of  the  Classic  of  Amsterdam. 
June  2,  1767.     [1768?] 

Letters  to  New  York  were  read  and  approved:  two  letters  of  similar  contrac 
one  addressed  to  the  brethren  in  New  York  whom  we  call  the  Gonfarentie:  and 
other,  to  those  whom  we  distinguish  from  these  by  the  name  of  the  Coetus.  Th.  ^ 
are  sent  in  order  to  inform  them,  in  regard  to  our  (deliberations?)  of  a  Plan  ^' 
unite  the  diverse  (parties?),  and  to  exhort  them  to  delay  the  carrytng  out  of  th^-^' 
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own  plana,  tmtll  tlier  hBT«  learned  tht  teanlt  of  oar  Plan  betore  tbe  Sjooa.  In 
tlia  waantlma  the  aald  plan,  (wblcb  ta  now  Iniertrd  rerbatlm  In  the  Acta  ot  Claiali) 
rccommrada  to  the  Deputlea  ol  Synod  to  aabmlt  and  make  tbe  aaoiB  accepuble, 
(amaakljk,  palatable)  at  tbe  High  Bererend  Christian  Aaaembly.  which  will  be  held 
tiila  jear  at  Bnkbnym. 

Op  Eev.  Warmoldus  Kuypehs, 

Next,  the  Depntlea  ad  Rea  Bitera*  read  all  tb«  (documenu?)  which  were  placed 
In  their  handa  bj  B«i.  Snyperi  of  Cnracoa,  wblcb  wer*  brought  In  agalnat  him. 
together  with  acTeral  teatlmoDlala,  on  the  other  band.  In  his  faTOi.  Thea«  having 
been  all  tnatorelj  eonaldered  b;  the  Rev.  Claaala,  It  waa  decided : 

1.  In  Tecpect  to  the  Conalitor;  ol  Cnracoa :  That  It  haa  acted  too  Inrormsllj 
and  Ille(all7  In  (depoilng?)  a  preacher,  without  conterrlni  with  him,  or  even  ad- 
monlablBK  aod  rebuklns  him :  rea,  without  even  haTlng  beard  him  In  regard  la 
what  was  cbarged  againat  him. 

2.  And  ai  to  tbe  accaaatlons  themwlTea:  Tbat  amotiK  (the  whole  of  them?) 
there  la  not  one  which  could  glTO  ground  far  eeniare,  much  leaa  tar  a  auapenslon, 
which  In  effect  became  a  depoaltlon. 

Therefore  the  Depatlea  are  reqneated  to  repair  once  more  to  tbe  RepreteotatlTe 
ot  hla  IllnatrloQa  Hlgbneaa  and  tbe  other  Director*  of  tbe  Weit  India  Compaof,  and 
repeat  what  the;  have  alread;  done  two  or  three  tlmea :  via.,  (requeatT)  that  (In 
taM?)  the  Hon.  Bstlmablei  hBTo  TCcelved  an;  more  aerloas  accasatloni  against 
l«T.  KoTpera,  the;  would  pleaae  communicate  th«  lame  to  qb  :  adding  that  In  mt 
Iheit  are  do  anch  thlnga,  th«  ClaaalB  doea  not  feel  obliged  to  heed  the  auipenglon : 
tat  lather  It  doea  feel  obliged  CTen  to  give  him  liberty  to  preach  elsewhere. 

The  dociimenta  lieaiing  on  tbe  matter  are  la  tbe  meantime  preserved  bj  ibe 
DepotlM^ 

Acts  of  the  Olassis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev,  Kutpebs. 

1768,  June  6th.     Art.  2  ad  5.     The  Eev.  Depp,  ad  rea  Exteras 

wport,  that  after  investigating  matters  they  have  discovered  as 

iQUch  evidence  for,   as  against,  Rev.  Euypera,  and  read  some 

alleged  accusations  brought  against  him. 

They  also  read  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Consbtory  of  Curacoa, 
■Qd  made  their  special  remarks  on  the  statements  as  to  the  aceusa- 
tiona  brought  in  against  Rev.  Kuypers.  They  also  read.the  declar- 
*tioii8  in  favor  of  Rev.  Knypers.  All  these  are  to  be  found  in  the 
A-cta  Deputatomm. 

Hereupon  was  introduced  Rev.  Kuypers  himself,  the  suspended 

loiniBter  on  the  isle  of  Curacoa.     The  accusations  were  read  to 

lum.    In  regard  to  them  the  Rev.  Kuypiera  enlightened  the  Clas- 

"8,  asd  gave  a  circumstantial  recital  of  all  matters,  and  requested 

L      tlitt  he  might  be  restored  again  to  his  office. 

L       Finally,  the  Eev,  Depp,  read  also  the  sentence  of  suspension 

I     by  die  Comiatory  of  Curacoa,  which  may  be  ivoxA  in.  tVe  KiAa. 


4120  Ecclesiastical  Records 

76  S 

Deputatorum.     The  Classis  liaving  maturely  considered  the  accu- 
sations brought  in,  and  the  action  taken  thereon,  is  of  the  opinion: 

1.  In  respect  to  the  Consistory:  Tho  said  Consistory  has  acted 
very  irregularly  and  illegally.  They  have  suspended  a  minister, 
without  previously  censuring  him,  or  even  admonishing  him,  as 
one  accused;  and  then  thoy  have  actually  punished  him,  without 
even  having  heard  him  as  to  what  was  laid  to  his  charge. 

2.  In  respect  to  the  accusations:  Among  them  there  is  not  one 
which  could  furnish  ground  even  for  censure,  much  less  for  sus- 
pension, which,  in  eflFect,  has  become  a  deposition.  Wherefore 
the  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  are  requested  to  repair  once  more  to 
the  Messrs.  Representatives  of  his  Illustrious  Highness,*  and  to 
others,  the  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  in  order  to  in- 
sist again,  as  they  have  already  done  twice  and  three  times,  that 
if  their  Estimables  have  obtained  any  more  grievous  accusations 
against  the  Rev.  Kuj-pcrs,  they  would  communicate  the  same  to 
ys ;  for  if  there  are  none  such,  it  might  be  that  the  Classis  would 
find  itself  in  conscience  bound  to  nullify  the  suspension,  and  even 
to  give  him  the  privilege  of  preaching  elsewhere,     xiv.  151,  152. 

Lettkrs  From  New  York. 

Art.  3.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  read  to  the  meeting  a 
letter  from  the  Church  of  New  York,  dated  October  7,  1767, 
which  may  be  found  in  the  Acta  Deputatorum.     xiv.  152. 

New  York. — Report  on  a  Plan  of  Union. 

Art.  4  ad  3.  The  report  (pre-advice)  of  the  special  Committee 
of  the  Classis,  on  the  aflFairs  of  the  churches  of  New  York  and 
places  under  its  jurisdiction: 

The  Committee  ad  banc  causam,  having  taken  into  calm  con- 
sideration the  resolution  of  the  Christian  Svnod  of  North  Holland 
adopted  on  the  advice  of  this  Classis,  1763,  Article  48,  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  real  condition  of  aflFairs  in  the  English  Colony  (of 
New  York),  and  the  Netherland  churches  therein,  on  the  other 

*D.  H.— DoorluchtlRe  Hoofcbeld.  After  1747.  the  Prince  of  Oranm  was  ehlef  of 
both  the  East  and  West  India  Companies,  and  a  repreaentatiye  of  blm  wms  present 
at  the  Board  of  Directors  of  each  Company. 


OF  TBB  State  of  New,  York.  4121 

1768 
side,  according  to  the  later  credible  accounts — thinks  tliat  it  has 
"well-grounded  reasons  to  fear  that,  if  this  resolution  remains  in 
force,  without  modifications  or  mitigation,  the  consequence  will 
be  the  complete  severance  of  the  greater  portion  of  the  ministera 
and  churches  there  from  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands,  and  from 
her  pure  doctrine  and  discipline ;  and  that  the  smaller  portion, 
that  yet  seems  to  adhere  to  subordination  to  the  Classis,  mil  be 
compelled  within  a  verv  short  time  to  follow  that  same  course. 
Sut  thereby  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands  will  lose  all  relation- 
ship with  a  daughter,  upon  whom  for  more  than  a  hundred  years 
^really  one  hundred  and  forty  years)  so  much  time  and  labor  have 
been  expended ;  and  will  he  obliged  to  see  that  daughter  departing 
from  the  ancient  purity  of  doctrine,  divided  and  torn  into  several 
factionB,  and  that  in  a  land  where  there  is  already  a  multitude,  of 
all  kinds  of  sects. 

W^e  shall  first  submit  the  reasons  for  our  apprehensions,  and 
then  see  whether  any  means  can  be  devised  for  warding  ofE  this 
dreaded  evil,  and  saving  these  churches  to  the  pure  Reformed 
Doctrine,  and  in  connection  witli  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands. 

1.   The  reasons  for  our  anxiety  are; 

(1)  The  astonishing  multiplication  of  the  old  Netherland  fami- 
lies into  a  very  numerous  posterity.  Their  children  and  children's 
children,  since  that  colony  went  over  to  the  English,  (1664),  and 
the  English  language  has  been  there  introduced,  have  so  far  foi^ 
gotten  their  mother  tongue,  and  become  unaccustomed  to  its  use, 
that  among  a  hundred  there  are  hardly  ten  who  now  well  imder- 
stand  Dutch,  much  less  can  speak  it.  Among  these,  henceforth, 
ministers  sent  from  here  will  he  of  little  use,  and  before  long  of 
DO  use  whatever. 

(2)  The  parents  of  such  children  as  have  activity  and  fondness 
for  study,  and  a  desire  for  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel,  are  not  to 
be  induced,  and  many  have  not  the  means,  to  send  them  over  to 
our  Universities.  Now  if  such  wish  to  satisfy  their  desires,  they 
mult  either  content  themselves  with  the  imperfect  instruction  of 
eeitaiu  ministers,  or  repair  to  Universities  which  have  alxeady 
been  erected  in  that  countrj  by  Episcopalians ;  or  ty  auci\i  "Piea'teg- 
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terians,  who,  without  binding  themselves  by  Confessions  and 
Formulae,  freely  teach  what  they  think ;  or  else  they  mu3t  join 
themselves  to  other  sectaries.  And  although  one  should  come 
over  once  in  ten  years,  or  thereabouts,  he  does  not  understand  the 
Dutch  language,  and  cannot  in  the  time  that  he  pursues  his 
studies  here,  become  so  well  versed  in  it,  that  he  would  be  able 
to  preach  in  it.  Where  then  shall  these  many  churches  look  for 
their  ministers.  Shall  they  seek  them  only  among  other  pe^ 
suasions,  or  satisfv  themselves  with  hardlv  half  educated  native 
bom  ones  ?  These  are  examined  and  qualified  over  there,  without 
our  aid,  by  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  schismatic  parties.  Such 
then  sustain  that  party  to  which  he  belongs  and  make  the  schism 
worse, 

(3)  To  this  must  be  added  the  fact,  that  by  reason  of  the  dis- 
sension which  has  already  arisen  between  the  Coetus  and  the  Con- 
ferentie  Brethren,  the  schism  now  existing  would  seem  ere  long 
to  become  irreparable.  For  as  we  are  definitely  informed,  the 
Coetus  Brethren,  independently  of  the  others,  have  already  p^ 
tioned  the  Governor  (of  New  Jersey)  for  themselves  separately^ 
and  did  immediately  obtain,  the  privilege  of  (or  the  Charter  for) 
erecting  an  Academy  in  Xew  York,  (rather  Xew  Jersey)  and  for 
which  they  will  probably  appoint  professors  from  their  own  body. 
The  consequence  thereof,  if  such  plans  are  carried  into  effect,  can 
easily  be  foreseen;  for  they  will  be  at  the  expense  of  the  old 
orthodox  doctrine,  and  the  entire  nullification  of  the  connection 
which  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands ;  yet  such  relationship  was 
guaranteed  by  the  surrender  of  that  colony  to  England,  in  the 
year  1664,  Art.  8. 

2.  In  such  a  condition  of  affairs,  and  very  desirous  to  find  sorD» 
means  both  to  prevent  the  total  severance  of  those  (AmericaJ^ 
Dutch)  churches  from  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands,  as  wett 
as  to  prevent  the  sacrifice  of  the  pure  Eeformed  Doctrine,  th® 
follo\ving  appeared  to  the  Committee  as  not  unacceptable: 

(1)  First  of  all  there  ought  to  be  addressed  to  each  party— *^ 
the  Coetus  Brethren  and  to  the  Conferentie  Brethren,  a  friendly 
and  earnest  letter,  exoxlmg  \\\^m  to  «l  speedy  and  complete  uniot^  J 
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■  them  that  they  must  forpet  the  past,  and  cordially  foi^ve 
ther  all  that  has  heretofore  occurred.     And  as  a  foundation 

this,  a  ^neral  exhibition  of  what  the  ClaBsis  is  proposing 
should  be  made  plain  to  them,  as  well  as  what  the  Classia 
tempt  to  make  acceptable  at  the  next  ensuing  session  of  the 

of  North  Holland. 

The  Coetus  shall  be  admonished  not  to  procped  too  pre- 
ely  in  the  erection  of  a  separate  Academy,  either  in  New 

■  or  elsewhere,  to  do  which  we  imderatand  they  have  already 
and  obtained  a  Charter,  (privilege) ;  but  for  which,  proba- 
.e  necessary  funds  will  be  lacking;  not  to  speak  of  capable 
s  for  Professors  in  all  the  necessary  sciences  which  are 
I  to  make  an  Academy  flourish ;  especially  in  a  land  where 
t  Academies  of  Episcopalians  and  Presbyterians  are  already 
shed  and  prospering. 

Each  of  the  paTties  should  be  urged  to  consider,  whether  it 
lot  better  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  Academy  at 
ton,  situated,  as  it  is,  at  the  heart  of  the  Province,  and,  as 
iported  to  us,  founded  by  the  purest  Sootdi  Presbyteriana, 
ready  provided  with  a  sufficient  number  of  celebrated  Pro- 
,  having  also  the  necessary  buildings  (apartments)  and  a 
ibrary ;  and  flouriahinc  on  account  of  a  great  number  of 
ts. 

But  it  must  be  nnderstood  that  the  object  is  not  to  merge 
^formed  and  the  Presbyterian  punils  into  one  body,  and 
aently  to  make  of  the  two,  one  Church,  although  it  is  necea- 
iftt  these  two  Church  Bodies  should  join  hands  for  the 
■ation  of  the  Doctrine  of  Free  and  Particular  Grace,  etc. ; 
i  students  of  the  Coetus  and  Conference  Brethren,  united 
e  one  body  of  the  Reformed  Chureb,  which  is  there  called 
Ivinistic  Church,  could  provisionally  avail  themselves  of 
tures  in  literature,  languages,  history,  philosophy,  et«.,  of 
'rofessors  who  are  already  there. 

But  then  there  ought  to  be  elected  one  or  two  Profeseora 
h  Theologia  Didactica,  exegetica,  etc.  For  this  purpose 
rectors  of  that  Academy  ought  to  be  requested  \x>  aeX  ^.sv&fi 
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one  or  two  lecture  rooms.  To  this  end  we  have  a  well-foimded 
hope  that  a  helping  hand  will  be  offered  by  the  celebrated  Doctw 
Witherspoon,  now  called  thither  from  Scotland,  as  "  Rector  Mif 
nificus  Perpetuus."  Students  should  be  required  to  study  under 
these  Theological  Professors  at  least  two  or  three  years,  before 
they  can  be  admitted  to  any  examination,  and  then  only  after  the 
exhibition  of  laudable  certificates.  And  as  such  Theological  Pro- 
fessors, Netherland  Theologians  of  tried  learning  and  orthodoi^, 
adhering  irrefragable  to  the  Netherlands  Formulae  of  Concord 
should  be  chosen,  and  upon  favorable  terms.  To  such  a  po^tktt 
one  or  more  desiring  it  could  be  recommended. 

(6)  Neither  would  it  be  inexpedient  that  a  Lector  should  be  i^ 
pointed  to  teach  the  Dutch  language,  and  also  to  lecture  in  it,  m 
order  to  keep  that  tongue  as  much  as  possible  in  active  use. 

These  provisional  arrangements  could  subsequently  be  further 
extended  and  amplified,  whenever  a  sufficient  endowment  should 
have  been  secured  there. 

(7)  As  regards  the  particular  Churcli  government, 
a.  First  and  foremost,  there  should  be  liiid  as  a  basis  the  K'ethe^ 

lands  Confession,  and  Church  Ord^r,  with,  the  subscription  of,  end 
jfrm  adherence  to,  the  Formulae  of  Concord. 

^^  The  very  closest  bond  of  connection  between  the  (American) 
€hurch  i.^<i  <^^iat  of  the  Netherlands  as  the  [Mother  Church,  should 
remain  unqucbtionable,  and  should  bo  maintained  by  constant, 
friendly  correspondence-  i 

c    The  word  "  Subordination,"  which  is  most  hateful  m  twi 
land    and  has  become  the  alleged  occasion  for  the  great  chiffli,  | 
should  be  softened,  and  changed  into  the  expression  "  Clo«5  Alt 
ance ''   (nauwe  verbindtenis),  provided  that  the  present  Coetus 
Brethren  also  lav  aside  the  names  of  Classes  and  Synod. 

d    Meantime  it  should  be  conceded  to  populous  comminiities, 

that  thev  should  have  the  right,  partly  according  to  the  situation 

of  the  districts,  to  divide  themselves  into  several  smaller  gathe^ 

ings  under  the  name  of  Conventus,  in  which  ministers  and  elders 

.  neighboring  churches  may  come  together  three  or  four  ^ 

a  year  more  or  less,  as  dreumsUxv...  dl.tate-to  transaet  b«siB«. 

for  the  best  interest  ol  t\.e\T  Co^s^^^^x^-^ 
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e.  And  then  there  should  be  held  every  year  a  General  Coetus, 
consisting  of  delegates  from  the  particular  Conventus.  To  this 
Coetus  alone  liberty  conld  be  given  to  conduct  preparatory  and 
final  examinations,  and  further,  to  ordain ;  provided  that  at  least 
one  Theological  Professor  have  a  seat  and  vote  in  the  Coetus, 

f.  For  the  preeervation  of  the  bond  of  connection  with  oup 
dnirch,  this  Coetus  must  send  over  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
cuh  year,  the  Acta  of  the  Coetus.  That  body  sliould  also  show 
ilHlf  inclined  to  accept  in  love  the  paternal  and  fraternal  com- 
nents,  snggestions  and  counsels  of  the  Mother  Cbnrch,  and  con- 
i^Bct  itself  as  much  as  possible  in  accordance  therewith.     All  this 

done  with  no  other  aim  than  to  preserve  the  purity  of  Doctrine 
aid  Church  Order. 

This  appeared  to  the  Committee,  salvo  meliori,  the  surest  means 
fur  the  preservation  of  the  bond  of  connection  between  that 
(American)  Church  and  ours,  and  for  the  prevention  of  a  com- 
plrte  separation  from  our  church.  We  lay  this  rude  plan  in  the 
Bidat  (bosom)  of  the  Eev.  Assembly.  This,  somewhat  more 
polished,  and  clothed  with  arguments,  will  have  to  be  brought  by 
fte  Rev.  Classia  before  the  next  Synod,  in  order  to  make  it  as 
•(teptable  as  possible  there.  It  must  there  be  strengthened  by 
flu  approval  of  the  Synod  (of  North  Holland.)  Thus  done  April 
1,1768. 

G.  Kulenkamp,  William  Koolhaas, 

T>.  Ijongueville,  Peter  Curtenius, 

A,  Buurt,  Hermanua  van  Loo. 

Gerard  Stoesak, 
Tte  Committee  were  thanked  fop  their  pains,  and  the  Classis 
•wpted  this  report  (pre-advice),  and  resolved  to  place  it  iioon 
**  table  of  Svnod,  and  to  request  the  delegate  ad  Synodum,  to 
•^Uic  same  upon  Synod,  and  to  make  it  acceptable,  (palatable). 
Whereupon  the  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Estcras  rend  two  letters  of 
Wume  contents,  both  to  the  Church  of  N"ew  York,  (rather  to  the 
wrtns,)*  and  to  the  Comferentie.  These  were  approved  for  for- 
•trding.     jliv.  152-156. 

XkatA  nt  Nev  Toth"  la  cvIdeDtlr  a  clcttdl  al 
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The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Members  Who  Call  Them- 
selves   THE    CONFERENTIE,    AT    NeW    YoRK.      JuNE   6,   1768. 

Vol.  31,  Page  307.     No.  185. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren : — 

As  we  take  nothing  more  to  heart  than  the  uniformity  in  doctrine  and  In  thi 
received  Church  Order  in  the  foreign  churches  (as  well  as  at  home),  we  ban  thi 
pleasure  of  informing  you  by  anticipation  (prae  alahele)  that  we  are  actually  opoa 
the  elaboration  and  perfection  of  a  Plan,  by  means  of  which,  as  it  seemi  to  o^ 
all  the  hot  disputes  which  have  arisen,  and  have  now  for  so  long  a  time  dlridcd 
the  churches  in  New  Netherland,  can  quickly,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  be  quenclitd. 
We  cannot  yet  communicate  the  Plan  to  you  in  its  details,  although  already  oubI- 
mously  approved  by  our  Classis.  For,  in  order  that  it  may  be  carried  into  effect 
with  surer  hopes  of  success,  it  must  first  receive  the  confirmation  of  the  Tery 
Rev.  Christian  Synod,  which  does  not  meet  till  toward  the  close  of  July. 

With  this  object  in  view  we  will  cause  the  Plan  to  be  presented  by  our  Synodleftl 
delegates  to  that  Very  Rev.  Assembly,  in  expectation  of  Its  assent  thereto,  ind 
confirmation  by  the  same.  But  meanwhile,  for  these  reasons,  and  for  the  nitr 
securing  of  peace,  it  Is  our  friendly  and  brotherly  request,  that  because  of  tbi 
present  condition  of  your  afTairs,  you  will  Me  pleased  not  to  fix  anything  defloitdy 
yet.  but  rather  suspend  all  action  on  the  points  in  debate,  until  we  shall  hiw 
transmitted  to  you  the  necessary  information  as  to  the  conclusions  of  the  9jMi 
on  this  subject,  and  all  points  connected  therewith.  And  we  expect  this  of  yoQiO 
the  more,  because  this  Plan  is  cast  in  such  a  form,  that  we  have  reason  to  beUdt 
that  It  will  not  be  distasteful  to  any  of  the  brethren  In  this  dispute  in  the  Met 
Netherlnnd  Church,  notwithstanding  your  present  complications. 

We  hope,  meantime,  you  may  dispose  your  minds  thereto  in  brotherly  lote,  9^ 
that  the  rich  blessing  of  the  Most  High  may  be  upon  yourselves  and  yoor  bolf 
minlstery.     We  remain  etc.,  etc. 

Wm.  Koolhaas,  Dep.  Prtoei 
Peter  Curtenius,   Dep.  Scfil«- 
Amsterdam.  In  Classis,  June  6,  176S. 

1».  S.  We  request  that  the  enclosures  be  sent  to  the  address  of  the  brethren  wbo 
call  themselves  the  Coetus.  We  should  also  have  sent  hereby  the  Minutes  of  tbe 
Synod  of  North  Iloliand,  but  because  this  goes  by  the  way  of  England,  we  wIU 
send  said  Minutes,  because  of  the  management  of  the  postage,  by  the  next  reaeL 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus,  June  6, 1768.  Vol 

31,  Page  308.       Xo.  186. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren  : — 

As  we  take  nothing  more  to  heart,  etc. 

(This  Is  a  verbatim  duplicate  of  the  preceding  letter  of  same  date,  to  the  Cob- 
ferentle. ) 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Rev.  Kuypers. 

1768,  July  18th.     Art.  2.     The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exterts 
report  that  having  spoken  to  the  Representative  of  His  lUustrions 
Highness,  and  the  other  Directors  of  the  West  India  Companji 
they  learned  of  no  new  accusations  against  Rev,  Kuypers  fW"^   ] 
their  Estimables :  and  iVvat  the  good  testimonies  of  tibe  mfiffite'   j 

\ 
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of  the  Church  of  Curacoa  are  very  many ;  and  what  was  brought 
against  him  was  much  exaggerated. 

The  Classis  reiterates  its  previous  resolution ;  and  as  no  further 
accusations  have  been  brought  forward,  the  Classis  therefore  de- 
cides that  Rev.  Kuypers  has  been  unlawfully  suspended,  and  ae- 
cjordingly  must  be  regarded  still  as  the  actual  minister  in  Curacoa. 
Liberty  is  therefore  given  him  to  preach.  The  Classis,  however, 
forseeing  that  on  account  of  the  estrangement  of  feeling.  Rev. 
Kuypers  could  not  labor  any  longer  there  (in  Curacoa),  fruitfully, 
is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  best  to  urge  him  to  seek  his  ecclesiastical 
dismission  here.  The  Rev.  Depp,  are  requested  to  put  forth  every 
eflfort  that  he  may  obtain  his  salary  up  to  date. 

Further,  they  are  requested  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the 
Bepresentative  of  His  Illustrious  Highness,  and  of  the  Noble 
Ustimables,  the  Directors,  everything  that  may  tend  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  this  foreign  church,  (Curacoa),  so  that  by  such 
good  methods,  candidates  may  be  encouraged  to  give  themselves 
to  the  service  of  that  church.  And  whereas  the  Depp,  have  re- 
ceived word  from  the  Messrs.  Directors,  that  Rev.  Verbeet  had 
left  his  (official  church)  services,  and  had  gone  among  the  negroes, 
they  are  requested  to  obtain  further  information  about  this  affair 
ftom  the  said  Representative  and  the  Messrs.  Directors,     xiv.  160. 

Acts  of  the  Ci^assis  of  Amsterdam.     July  28,  1768. 
Rev.  Washmuth  as  minister  to  East  Indies. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Hon.  Messrs.  the  Representatiye  (of  the  Prince  of 
Grange)  and  the  Directors  of  the  East  India  Company,  there  was  ecclesiastically 
^^led,  as  minister  to  the  Indies,  Rev.  John  Adrian  Washmot,  candidate  at  Llngen, 
^bo  Is  to  l)e  examined  In  the  Classis,  or  Synodlcally. 


Of  Rev.  W.  Kuypers. 

^^  Deputies  report  that  they  have  once  more  conferred  with  the  Hon.  Messrs. 
^«  Representative,  and  the  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  In  the  matter 
^  Rev.  W.  Kuypers,  minister,  mentioned  In  the  Acta  of  May  2,  and  June  ft,  but 
^  learned  of  no  further  accusations  against  him,  except  only  that  some  things 
^4  been  read  to  them  in  general  terms,  from  a  letter  of  the  Governor  of  Curacoa, 
^^  of  a  specht  (woodpecker?)  Wherefore  Classis  continues  to  main  Its  prevlomi 
'evolution  of  June  ft.  It  acknowledges  Rev,  Kuypers  still  as  minister  at  Curacoa, 
^^  gives  him  the  liberty  of  preaching  anywhere.  This  shall  be  announced  to 
te  by  a  letter  of  the  Rev.  Deputy  Koolhaus.  As  to  the  rest,  the  Deputies  are 
"VMited  to  go  once  more  to  the  Representative,  and  to  the  other  DVTecX.Qrv  ^^^ 
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solicit  the  continuation  of  Rev.  Ruyp^ra*  salary,  until  ho  shall  hSTe  recelrrd  at 
least  a  proper  dismission  also  from  those  gentlemen.  On  this,  a  report  if  ex- 
pected at  the  next  Ciassis.     xxiv.  123-6. 


Action  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  July  26-Aug.  4, 

1768.     Article  44,  PP.  42-45,  Vol.  65. 

New  York  and  Xew  Jersev. 

Their  Hon.  Mightinesses  had  no  remarks  on  the  matter. 

The  Corresponding  Delegates  had  nothing  about  it  In  their  Acts. 

The  Deputies  and  the  Ciassis  (?)  are  waiting  for  news  from  Amsterdam  and 
recommend  the  matter  to  the  Deputies. 

The  Ciassis  of  Amsterdam  has  the  honor  of  reporting  that  the  ComniissloiieTf 
of  the  Ciassis  In  the  matter  of  the  Churches  of  New  York  and  surrounding  locali- 
ties had  brought  in  the  following  advice: 

The  Commissioners  on  this  matter,  having  calmly  considered,  on  the  one  hantit 
the  action  taken  by  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  upon  the  advice  of  the  Classiai 
1703,  Art.  ...;  and,  on  the  other,  the  real  state  of  things  In  that  English  col<»7 
and  In  the  once  Dutch  Churches  there,  as  further  credibly  reported,  think  that 
they  have  well-founded  reasons  to  fear  that  if  that  action  remains  in  force, 
without  limitation  or  modification;  it  will  result  in  the  complete  separation  of  tbe 
greatest  part  of  the  ministers  and  churches  there  from  the  church  of  Netherlai»4 
and  from  its  pure  doctrine  and  discipline;  and  that  the  minor  part,  wnicb  now 
seems  to  be  still  in  favor  of  the  subordination,  will  before  long  be  necessitated  t» 
follow  the  same  course.  Thus  the  church  of  Netherland  will  lose  all  coMectlw 
with  a  diiuphtor,  on  whom  for  more  than  a  hundred  years  so  much  eiYort  t*« 
been  spent,  ami.  to  her  sorrow,  be  obliged  to  see  her  departing  from  the  aodfat 
purity  of  doctrine,  divided  and  rent  into  a  number  of  factions,  in  a  lan«l  where 
there  are  very  many  of  all  sorts  of  sects. 

We  shall  first  give  the  reasons  for  our  fear,  and  then  see  whether  any  means 
might  be  found  to  avert  the  evil  feared,  and  to  keep  the  churches  in  the  pare 
Reformed  doctrine,   in  connection   with   the  church  of   Netherland. 

I.  The  reasons  for  our  anxiety   are; — 

1.  The  astonishing  Increase  of  the  old  Netherland  families  Into  a  very  ntiineroM 
posterity,  whose  children  and  children's  children,  since  the  time  when  the  Colony 
passed  over  to  the  Knglish,  and  the  English  language  was  introduced,  hive  for- 
gotten  and  become  unaccustomed  to  their  mother  tongue  to  such  an  extent  tbat 
out  of  KK),  scarcely  10  can  understand  Dutch,  much  less  speak  it.  There  ar* 
among  them  ministers  sent  from  here,  who,  from  now  on,  will  be  of  little  ose,  «b^ 
before  long  entirely  useless. 

2.  The  parents  who  have  children  that  are  wide  awake  and  have  desire  for  tl« 
studies  and  for  the  Oos[>el  mInNtry.  cannot  be  induced  and  miiny  h»v«>  not  the 
means  to  send  them  to  the  Academics  here.  So.  if  these  want  to  foll'nv  up  th?lf 
desire,  they  must,  either  sntlsfy  themselves  with  the  deflclcnr  instr.ictlon  fl^*^ 
by  some  minister  or  other,  or  resort  to  the  Academies  which  have  already  beea 
rsta)»llsl.pd  In  that  country  by  the  Episcopalians,  or  by  such  Presbyteri.in?  s*- 
not  binding  themselves  to  r«)nfesslons  or  forms,  are  free  to  teach  whatever  th«7 
please;  or  join  thcmsdvs  to  other  sects.  And  If.  Indeed,  once  in  tea  or  ^''^ 
years,  some  one  or  other  docs  come  over,  such  a  one  does  not  und'^rstand  tb^ 
Dutch  laRjrnnge,  and  cannot  during  the  time  of  his  studying  here  become  jm>  P'*"'"' 
dent  In  It  as  to  be  able  to  preach  In  It.  Where,  then,  shall  those  H^lme^l'tf 
churches  look  for  their  ministers.  In  connection  with,  or  through  other  deu^niln*' 
tlons?  Or  must  they  content  themselves  with  hardly  half  educated  na'lre  bora 
men? — such  as.  without  regard  to  us.  are  being  examined  and  qualified  by  ^''^ 
or  the  other  party  of  Separatists,  to  strengthen  that  party  and  make  the  fepa* 
tion  greater. 

8.  It  Is  to  be  added  that  the  division,  which  already  exists  l>etween  the  Coetai 
and  the  Conferentle  brethren,  seems  to  be  growing  into  a  separation,  wliiolu  b*" 
tore  long  will  be  irretrievable:  for  we  have  been  positlvlj  Informed  tint  tb*  Coetai 
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brethrpD.  lepanitpd  from  the  othen,  hSTe  alrend;  for  tb^mselveB.  apart  from  the 
real,  te<iuested  and  al  oaci;  oblalned  from  Ibe  GoTernor,  Ibe  Cbarter.  IPrlvlkK^). 
to  pBtabllBh  an  AcBd«mT  in  New  Jeraej.  la  nhli'ti  ther  will  probnhl;  appoint 
proteaaon  tram  tbelr  owa  ABsembljr.  The  rciullB,  It  auch  a  plan  la  cnrrlrd  out. 
are  eosllr  to  be  (oreaeeD.  They  will  be  at  the  eipcnae  of  the  old  orlhodoi  doc- 
:rlno  nn.l  tend  to  the  utler  deatrncllon  at  the  connection  with  the  Church  ot  N'ether- 
laDd,  wblch  waa  fcuaranteed  In  Art.  8,  In  the  Treatj  transferring  that  colony  to 
Ensl^nd  In  the  j-enr  1664. 

II.  Sueb  being  (he  state  of  things,  the  CommlssloDera,  latent  on  menaa  for 
prcreotlng  the  total  sepatntlon  of  Iboie  cburcbca  (mm  those  of  NetlierlamI  and 
Ibe  dertlne  of  the  pure  Ketotmed  doctrine,  have  an  Idea  that  these  may  not  be 
nuBcoep  table. 

1.  First  of  all.  a  frlendlT  and  earnest  letter  ought  to  be  written  to  both  parties, 
to  the  Coelus,  as  well  as  Co  tbe  Coaterentle  brethren,  eibnrllng  them  lo  n  speedy 
and  perfect  reunion,  by  forgetting  sad  forglylog  one  another  everythlntt  that  bas 
tieretofore  occurred.  As  a  foiiadallon  for  thla.  a  genernl  atatemrnl  ahould  be 
Blade  ot  what  tbe  Rev.  Claasls  now  undcnakeB.  and  ut  Ibe  Qrat  meeting  of  Ibe 
Synodlcol  Asaemhly  of  North  Ilollaad  will  try  to  get  accepml. 

2.  The  brethren  ot  the  Coelus  ought  to  be  exhorted  not  to  be  too  pri-olpllnte 
In  e«Ia1>)i«bine  a  separate  Academy,  either  In  New  Jersey  or  elsewhere.  While 
the  "privilege"  to  do  so.  we  preaiime,  baa  already  lieen  asked  for  and  obtained, 
the  necewnry  funds  will  be  wunllng.  as  wpll  as  cnpnble  men  for  profcRSora  In 
all  Ibe  necessary  brnnches  of  learning  which  cause  an  Academy  to  flourish;  es- 
pecially In  a  country  where  several  Academics  bnve  already  been  founded  by 
EplMopallans  and  rrestiytctlnus.  and  are  la  a  flourlsblog  condition. 

3.  The  rgueetlon  should   lie  siigKcated   to  both  parties,   whether  It  wonM   not   be 

place  iltuate  In  the  heart  of  that  Province,  wblch,  as  we  ore  infornicd.  was 
fci.nrted  by  (he  purest  Scotcb  Presby(erlan«;  Is  provided  with  a  intfldent  Knmber 
■I  dtailngulabed  professors,  the  neceasary  ri'Ouia,  and  a  good  library,  nnd  Is  flourlBh- 
log  witb  a  large  miinber  of  students. 

4.  The  object   is,    not    to   unite  the  Reformed    pupils   with   those  ot   the  Presby- 

Mcesmry  t(  la  that  (hose  two  cbnrch-bodlea  should  Join  bands  for  Ibe  cuns^rva, 
Uoii  Dt  tbe  doctrine  of  Free  and  Specl.il  Grace:  bat,  provlalonnlly,  to  enable  the 
•tnflenls  of  the  Coetiis  nud  Conteri'ntle  brelbren,  united  In  one  liody  ot  the  Ke- 
fonnrd  Church,  which  In  called  the  Calvlnlsllc  Churi-h  there,  to  attend  (be  lec- 
rtfea  In  I.llcmturp,    Ijinguagcs,   History,    Philosophy,   etc.,  given   by   tbiiso  pmfeo- 

t.  Bnl  then  there  oiisht  to  be  chosen  one  or  two  professors  to  tench  Pldnetle, 
Ewgetlcal  nnd  Polemic  Theology,  etc.  For  this  purpose  the  Directors  of  those 
^Miemles  ouchl  lo  be  asked  to  concede  one  or  two  lecture  rooms;  a  tbloc  which 
**  hove  good  reason  to  hope  (he  tnmona  Dr.  WIthcrspoon,  who  h.is  now  been 
««lled  there  from  Srodnnd  as  ■'Ree(or  Macnlflcus  I'crpctuus",  wonid  help  ti,  bring 
•hunt.  Vnder  these  Professors  of  Theology  the  studeuts  will  be  obllgiil  to  have 
•fMled  two  or  three  .venrs,  before  they  can,  upon  showing  good  tcallmoulnts,  he 
■dmltirt  to  any  examination.  A«  Ruch  professors.  Xetherbind  s-'boMrs,  iiUgh(  to 
■>«  choieo  of  well  tried  erudition  and  orlbodoxy,  holding  Invlolalil.v  to  the  Nether- 
^M  forms  of  I'nity.  and  (bnl  on  favorable  terms;  for  which  poaltlins  some  one 
"'  Other    desiring    (hem    might    be    teeommended. 

*■  It  would  also  he  on  excellent  thing  If  a  t.ectnr  were  appointed  for  tbe 
I^Vpose  of  teaching  and  lecturing  In  the  Nethertnnd  tnngnnge.  In  onler  to  keep 
'bit  language  alive  -..s  ;uu"h  a*  possible.  Theiie  provialonai  arrangements  can  anb- 
"VKntly  be  extended  nnd  nmpllRed,  when  a  aufficlent  Fund  shall  have  been  foond 

".  AJi  regards  tbe  special  Church  Gorernrocnl — that  tnust  flrat  and  foremost 
"(btied  nn  the  Nelberlnnd  Cnnfesalfln  and  Church  Order,  wi(b  anbaerlptlon  ot, 
*■'  linn  adherence  to   the   Forma  ot  Unity. 

He  eloaeat  union  of  tbe  Cbureh  there  with  that  ot  Nelherland,  as  her  Mother, 
^W  remain  lovlolahle.  and   be  maintained  by  (rciucnt  friendly  cnrn-spoBdencc. 
lit  word   ■■BulKirdlnnlloa",   which  in  that  country  Is  exceedingly   iia\o«s.  oi\i\  >\ii.» 
ktme   the   pretended    enuae   ot   Ibe  great   disruption,    onght   to  ^e   swttpv.ei  mi4 
**wgtJ   ta  ttwt  of  "Close   ValoB",   provided   the  prewnt   Coetas  fetetetc'tt  ».\»« 
^tm  tt»  BMBiet  or  Claiale  and   Synod. 
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At  the  same  time,  those  numerous  churches  should  be  allowed,  first,  to  diyide 
themselves,  by  districts,  into  several  small  Assemblies,  under  the  nnine  of  Cob- 
▼entus,  in  which  ministers  and  elders  of  neighboring  charches  may  come  tosether* 
three  or  four  times  a  year,  more  or  less  frequently,  as  circumstances  may  re- 
quire, to  transact  business  pertaining  to  their  churches;  and  then,  there  ooi^t 
to  be  held,  once  a  year,  a  general  Coetus,  constituted  of  delegates  from  the 
particular  Conventus;  and  to  this  Coetus  alone  should  be  given  the  libertjr  of 
conducting  preparatory  and  final  examinations,  and  further,  of  qualifying  mlnlt- 
ters,  on  condition  that  at  least  one  Theological  Professor  shall  have  a  seat  and  t 
Tote  in  that  Coetus. 

For  the  preservation  of  the  connection  with  our  Church,  that  Coetus  shnl!  each 
year  send  over  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  the  Acts  of  the  Coetus,  and  show 
itself  disposed  to  accept  In  love  the  parental  and  fraternal  deliberations,  advices 
and  counsels  of  the  Mother  Church,  and  to  conduct  Itself  accordingly  as  far  a« 
possible.  All  this  is  with  no  other  object  than  that  of  preserving  the  purltj  of 
Doctrine  and   the  Church   Order. 

This  advice,  the  Commissioners,  salvo  mellori,  think  to  be  the  best  moans  f'v 
preserving  the  connection  of  that  Church  with  our  Church,  and  for  prevt-ntln?  Its 
C'  niplele  separation  therefrom.  We  submit  this  rough  "Plan  (of  Union)  to  the  Rpt. 
Assembly.  If  it  should  be  approved,  it  will  have  to  be  polished  up  somewhat 
and  dressed  up  with  reasons,  for  the  Rev.  Classls  to  present  It  at  the  next 
Synod,  so  as  to  make  It  there  the  more  acceptable,  and  to  get  It  confirmed  by  the 
Synod's  approval. 

Done  this  April  28,  1768 ;  and  signed  by  G.  Kulenkamp,  D.  Longeville,  A.  Baort. 
Ger.  Stoesak,  Wllhelmus  Koolhaas,  Peter  Curtenlus,  Hermanns  Van  Loo. 

The  Commissioners  were  thanked  for  their  trouble,  nnd  the  CInssh  adoDt«^ 
the  advlcp  reported,  nnd  agreed  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table  of  the  Synt-d,  and 
to  ask  the  rdmmlssloncrs  to  the  Syuod  to  urge  It  and  make  It  acceptaM-*  there. 

This  proposition  of  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam  was  taken  for  reference  by 
all  the  members. 

Chukcii  of  Xew  York. 
The  Third  Building,  Fulton  st 

New  York.  Aug.  23rd,  1768. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Resolved,  That  Jno.  de  Peyster  collect  the  arrears  of  the  subscription  list  fof 
building  the  Third  Church,  and  receive  therefor  six  pence  per  pound.  Also  that  a 
▼ault  be  made  In  the  Third  Church  for  a  burying  place  for  the  ministers,  their 
wives  and  children. 

Likewise  Is  the  Treasurer  ordered  to  pay  John  Brouwer's  account  for  the  cnshloitf 
In  the  seats ;  also  the  Interest  to  Mr.  Van  Antwerp. 

Signed  etc., 

Arch.  Laldlle,  p.  t  President 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam:, 

Synodalia,  17G8. 

New  York  and  Xew  Jersev.  Art.  45.  Inseratur  the  resoln- 
tion  of  Classis  regarding  the  churches  in  Xew  Xetherland,  upon 
the  proposal  of  our  Committee  ad  res  Exteras,  adopted  June  6, 
of  this  vear.     xiv.  170. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Sep.  ^ 

1768. 

Rev.  Wannoldus  Kuypera,  m\Ti\8\eT  oti  Cxiwicoa,  appeared  at  the  meetliic.  requert* 
ing    (dismissal?)    from   thsil   cYvxixc^i  VlhOl  Itom  \}ci<^\.  C\«M&siu<,t\    TtatsfM  tb»    , 
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tatles  ad  Res  Bzteras  baviog  been  heard,  they  reported  that  no  further  accusa- 
ls against  the  said  Rev.  Knlpers  had  been  brought  forward.  Thereupon  the 
'.  Aggembly  resolved  to  grant  him  his  dismissal.  This  not  being  fully  satlsfac- 
7  to  his  object,  he  showed  the  terms  as  stated  In  the  clta?  Classis.    Purther,  the 

'Oties  were  requested  to  go  again,  and  earnestly  urge  the  gentlemen 

lecure  the  full  salary  of  Rev.  Kuypers,  until  the  time  that  he  was  dismissed  by 
Classis. 

About  the  Churches  of  New  York. 

'he  Deputies  to  the  Synod  report  that  they  had  recommended  to  the  Synod,  held 
year  at  Bnkhuysen,  the  Plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  affairs  of  the  New 
Is  churches,  but  that  the  particular  members  had  not  deemed  themselves  qualified 
rome  to  a  final  decision  thereon.  Therefore  the  same  was  taken  by  the  Classes 
referendum,  and  the  Deputies  ad  banc  causam  are  requested  to  communicate 
t  fact  to  the  Coetus  and  to  the  Conferentle  Brethren  in  two  similar  letters,  so 
to  take  measures  at  once  in  accordance  therewith. 

Vol.  zxlv.  pages 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers. 

1768,  Sept.  5th.  Art.  2  ad  2.  He  being  still  minister  on 
tracoa,  he  requests  his  dismissal  from  this  Classis,  (church?) 
tis  was  granted,  and  the  clerk  was  directed  to  give  him  a  proper 
imissal.  The  Deputies  are  further  requested  earnestly  to  urge 
3  Messrs.  Mapores  (i.  e.  the  Directors,)  to  secure  him  his  salary 
til  the  time  that  he  shall  have  been  given  his  dismission  (i.  e. 
>ni  the  church),     xiv.  177. 

New  York. 

Art.  4  ad  4,  of  the  regular  Classis,  June  6,  1768.  The  dele- 
es  ad  Synodum  report  that  the  proposal  (of  this  Classis)  was 
leed  acceptable  (palatable)  to  that  body,  but  that  the  Classis  took 
the  subject  ad  referendum.  Whereupon  the  Rev.  Kulenkamp 
;gested  whether  it  were  not  expedient  that  notice  be  given  to 

Coetus  and  Conferentie  at  New  York,  of  the  substantial  con- 
ts  of  the  report  (pre-advice)  of  the  Committee  of  the  Classis 
this  business  of  the  churches  of  New  York;  with  the  additional 
ormation,  that  the  Classis,  in  pursuance  of  its  resolution 
)pted  on  June  6,  of  this  year,  brought  this  pre-advice  before 

Synod,  and  had  put  forth  its  endeavors  to  make  it  palatable 
jre ;  but  that  the  respective  Classes  had  taken  it  \3C5  «i^  xei^x- 
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endum;  and  also  with  the  request  that  if  the  Coetus  or  Con- 
ferentie,  should  have  any  remarks  to  make  on  the  substantial  con- 
tents of  that  pre-adviee,  that  they  would  please  to  let  the  Classis 
have  their  suggestions  as  early  as  possible;  and  in  the  meantime 
to  further  harmony  and  peace  among  the  brethren,  and  to  leave 
the  matter  in  statu  quo.  This  proposition  was  changed  into  a 
resolution  of  Classis.     xiv.  177,  178. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     October  3,  1768. 

Warmoldus  Kuypers. 

Tbe  Deputies  report  that  to  their  request  of  the  Directors  of  the  West  lodit] 
Company  for  payment  of  the  full  salary  of  Rev.  Kuypers  until  the  day  of  hU  dt^j 
mission  by  the  Classis,  they  had  received  no  other  answer  than  that  their  Noliiij 
Bstlmablea  asked  for  a  copy  of  the  Resolution  of  Classis  adopted  on  this  mattttj 
Thereupon  the  Rev.  Classis  resolved  that  the  Deputies  shall  also  read  it  (ttej 
Classical  resolution)  to  them,  but  not  hand  It  over;  especially  as  this  is  tbe  Intj 
Instance  that  ever  the  East  or  West  India  Company  has  examined  any  copies  d\ 
our  Acta.  They  will  continue  also  to  insist  upon  the  payment  of  the  salary  iDitl| 
Rev.  Kuypers  was  dismissed  by  the  Classis. 

Whereas  the  said  Rev.  Kuypers  has  now  obtained  through  the  Classis  a  pn|Mr; 
dismissal  from  his  office  on  Curacoa,  he  has  been  further  called  as  Pastor  of  tte 
two  combined  churches  of  the  Vlakte    [Flats]   and  Red   Hook   in   the  Profisoiif 
New  York,  and  been  invested  with  that  office  by  this  Classis. 


Regarding  the  Churches  of  New  York. 

There  were  read  and  approved  two  letters  almost  exactly  alike,  for  the  €«<• 
and  Confercntle  Brethren  in  New  Netherland,  drawn  up  according  to  the  resolntl^ 
of  the  preceding  Classis.  These  are  to  be  found  in  the  Record  Book,  Not.  ^ 
and  188. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Rev.  [Warmoldus]  Kuypers. 

1768,  Oct.  3r(l.  Art.  1  ad  2.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Extenfi 
report  that  they  liave  conferred  with  the  Xoble,  the  Estiinaw' 
Messi*s.  the  Representative  of  His  Illustrious  Highness,  and  tw 
other  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  and  state  thatthcf 
have  learned  from  their  Xoble  Estimables  onlv  this,  that  tW 
Koble  Estimables  requested  a  copy  of  the  Acts  of  this  Classis  (<* 
this  subject). 

The  Classis  decides  that  it  is  best  to  request  the  Eev.  DepP-  ^ 

act  as  follows:  That  inasmuch  as  no  resolution  of  the  Classis  to 

ever  been  given  to  the  Messrs.  Directors,  the  Rev.  Depp.  ^ 

only  read  the  xeaoVwtioii  oi  \S\^  Glfluaais  to  the  Noble  BrtfanaW 
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the  Gentlemen,  if  they  demand  it.     They  trust  that  their  Noble 
EBtimables  will  content  themselves  with  having  it  read  to  them ; 
Kod  that  tliey  will  put  forth  every  effort  to  secure  the  salary  of 
Eev.  Kiivpers,  according  to  the  previous  Acta  of  the  Classis, 

Ab  to  liev.  Verheet  they  have  received  no  new  account,  xiv. 
180. 

Letter  to  the  Cohfebehtie,  and  to  the  Coethb. 
Art,  5.     The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  rea  Exteras  read  two  letters  of 
Umost  exactly  the  same  contents,  one  to  the  Oonferentie,  and 
one  to  the  Coetus.     These  were  approved  for  forwarding,     xiv. 
181. 
TsE  Classis  of  Austerdam  to  tue   Coetds   of   New    Yokk, 

Oct.  3, 1768.     Vol.  31. 
t«T.   BIr*  and  Mtich-bela*ed  Brethren   In   Cbrlit:— 

1.  Both  jonr  letters  to  ub,  dated  regpectlTely,  Oct.  Tth.  1T«7.  and  April  12,  (22^^ 
ins,  eame  to  hand  In  due  time.  From  theae  we  gather  with  ]or  (be  determination 
tf  Tonr  beartB  to  canllnue  to  deal  with  ua  as  brethren.  In  STldeace  that  In  thla 
IM^ect,  we,  on  our  aide,  do  not  wish  to  be  found  fault;,  we  send  herewith,  a  lecond 
Ub*.  to  jou  the  Minutes  of  (be  Synod  of  North  Halland.  held  In  the  jear  1T6T, 
■lilcb  we  hope  wilt  aatel;  arrlTe  a(  their  deatlDatlon.  aa  did  former  eoplea, 

i.  We  are  aorrj  tbat  we  have  not  jet  been  able  to  respood  (o  the  opeo  calla  seat 
to  tta  br  joa.  The  reaaona  of  oar  failure  are  Dot.  as  ;ou  suapeet.  that  the  frleDdi 
tf  Ber.  He;er  have  hindered  ua,  bf  any  loTltaCloDa  or  alaadera.  Irom  providing 
fMitors  for  tbe  vacaDt  churebei :  or  tiiit  tlie  faollah  threatenldKa  ot  the  UDtortaiiate 
■•T.  Van  HoenDbers  could  eierl  any  Influence  upon  ua,  to  deprive  churcUei,  which 
«  peatly  long  far  paelorB,  of  tbe  bo  neceaaarj  serTlcea ;  but  tbe  onlj  and  enllra 
nasoti  la.  because  hitherto  no  pereooB  hsie  offered  (hemselTea  to  ua  to  take  charge 
■f  aacb  churches,  altboagh  we  are  In  hope  of  soon  being  able  to  send  orer  a  paBtor 
tor  Flata  and  Red  Hook.  We  aball  also  keep  a  watch  to  provide  for  the  vacancr 
It  KlDKatoD  as  well  sa  other  vacant  churchea, 

S.  But  what  now  relatea  to  the  principal  Ijualneaa,  (bat  of  the  dlilelOD  which  baa 
•»  long  continued  between  tbe  brethren  In  New  Netherland  :  We  thick  we  cannot 
(camT)  at  present  cut  abort,  what  otherwise  we  might  feel  Failed  upon  to  answer 
■ore  Id  detail.  In  reply  to  your  honored  letters,  wltb  the  snpplementa  thereto, 
tf  what  aball  Immediately  follow:  (We  write  tbe  same,  at  the  aame  time,  to  the 
Mctbrcn   who   called   tbemselres  the  Conterentle.) 

4.  BlDce  we.  In  our  prerlous  letter,  as  early  as  June  0th,  of  the  present  year, 
{rccelTed.  we  hope,  by  you),  gave  some  hint  of  a  Plan  (of  UnloD)  conceived  by 
■a,  for  the  promotion  of  the  desired  Union  of  tbe,  to  our  grief,  atlll  divided  and 
Wdl7  rent  Brotherhood  :  and  since.  If  these  divisions  continue,  In  tbe  midst  ot  • 
■nltltade  of  aecta  and  persnaslons.  the  effect  on  the  upbulldlag  of  God's  Church 
la  tbeae  Provinces  must  be  disssterous :  therefore,  we  feel  bonnd  lo  give  a  further 
secoont  not  only  ot  our  progress  lo  the  matter,  but  of  the  Import  and  details  ot 
the  Plan. 

B.  A*  to  the  Drat,  we.  In  presenting  our  Plan  to  the  Christian  Synod,  ahowed, 
hr  eonelnslre  argtimenta  drawn  from  the  preaent  atate  of  things,  that  aome  change 
Aonld  ba  made  In  the  resolution  nf  the  Synod  of  1763.  and  so  tha  means  of  remedy 
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they  urged  the  reapectiye  Classes  to  conyert  It  at  once  into  a  reaolution  of  Synod. 
But  the  delegates  of  the  respective  Classes  excused  themselres  on  the  ground  that 
they  could  not  take  final  action  on  a  question  of  such  importance,  and  with  which 
they  had  not  been  charged  by  their  constituents,  but  tliat  they  must  take  the  noM 
ad  referendum,  so  as  to  bring  the  resolution  of  their  Classes  to  tha  Synod  tiw 
following  year.     So  the  matter  remained  undecided  for  one  year. 

7.  Meanwhile  we  neither  will  nor  may  leave  you  in  uncertainty  in  regard  to  the 
actual  contents  of  our  Plan.  We  lay  it  down  as  a  basis  that  nothing  Is  more 
becoming  and  necessary  than  that  the  two  parties  now  divided  shall  come  togetber, 
the  sooner  the  better.  In  the  closest  bonds  of  love,  sincerely  forgiving  and  forgettinf 
what  has  been  done  by  either  party  in  the  past. 

8.  And  while  we  perceive  that  you  (the  Coetus  party)  are  immovably  fixed  In 
your  purpose  of  establishing  n  separate  College,  and  we  have  been  informed  thit 
the  Governor  has  already  granted  you  a  Charter,  (Not.  10,  1766),  giving  per 
mission  to  establish  it  in  New  Jersey,  we  are  neither  able  nor  desirous  to  hinder 
this,  supposing  that  you,  as  wise  and  prudent  builders,  have  counted  the  cost 
beforehand,  and  that  you  have  found  among  you  funds  sufficient  not  only  to  begia 
and  to  establish  a  College,  but  also  to  maintain  it;  and  that  you  have  the  mesu 
to  provide  such  a  newly-established  College  with  worthy  Professors,  who  ibtU 
give  proof  of  their  abilities,  each  one  in  his  department,  and  l>e  renowned  in  IL 
This  is  certainly  necessary  for  the  success  of  a  new  College  in  a  country  whan 
several  Colleges  have  already  been  founded  and  which  are  in  a  flourishing  eooditlai^ 
But  we  cannot  approve  of  your  undertaking  of  such  a  work  separately  from  your 
other  brethren  of  the  Conferentie,  for  we  can  see  sad  consequences  from  this  eonnb 
If  our  fraternal  counsel  still  lias  Influence  with  you,  then  consider  whether  (If  • 
College  among  you  is  absolutely  necessary),  it  be  not  better  that  the  entire  Brother 
hood  assembled  in  one  body  should  enter  into  friendly  negotiations  with  the  Tnii' 
tees  or  Directors  of  the  already  flourishing  Scotch  Presbyterian  College  at  ^rln«^ 
ton ;  not  to  unite  these  two  ecclesiastical  bodies  in  one,  (although,  otherwise  it 
seems  necessary  that  these  two  Assemblies  should  join  bands  In  the  defence  of  the 
doctrine  of  particular  and  free  grace),  but  to  make  Joint  use  of  any  of  the  Acsdeo* 
leal  rooms  as  Audltoria.  Thus  the  students  of  the  Reformed  Churches  mlf^ht  at 
once  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  Instnictious  of  the  l-mfessors  In  Literature.  History, 
Lnnpuapes,  I*hllosophy,  etc.  and  then  the  united  brotliren  would  need  only  to  choose 
provisionally  one  or  two  Professors  to  teach  Theoloi;y.  Didactic,  Polemic.  Exegetit, 
etc.,  according  to  the  fundamentals  of  our  Reformed  doctrine;  and  in  oar  opUiloa 
the  brethren  would  do  best  to  choose  on  favorable  conditions  such  theologians  from 
the  Netherlands  as  have  proved  their  learning,  piety  and  orthodoxy,  and  are  firmly 
attached  to  the  Netherlands'  Formulas  of  Unity  (or  Standards).  For  this.  we.  if 
requested,  would  do  all  In  our  power,  to  recommend  qualified  persons.  Further, 
students  should  have  studied  two  or  three  years  under  these  Professors,  and  received 
satisfactory  testimonials  from  them,  before  they  should  l)e  admitted  to  an  examlut- 
tlon.  A  Lector  also  might  be  appointed  If  necessary,  to  Instruct  In  the  Dotrfi 
language  so  that  It  might  be  kept  alive  as  much  as  possible.  We  need  not  tell  yoa 
how  much  expense  would  by  this  means  be  saved,  or  that  you  might  in  your  conotry 
obtain  funds  sufficient  for  such  arrangement  far  more  easily  than  you  could  secnre 
enough  for  the  establishment  of  an  entirely  new  Academy ;  and  as  the  funds  In- 
creased, the  limits  of  the  work  could  be  extended. 

9.  But  as  to  Church  government,  we  hold  most  firmly  this  ground  that  ^ 
Netherlands  Confession  of  Faith  and  Church  Order,  with  all  besides  that  belono 
to  the  Formulae  of  Uniformity,  must  be  subscribed,  and  that  the  closest  nnlM 
must  continue  between  the  Churches  of  your  I»rovInce  and  our  Netherland  Mother 
Church  :  and  also  that  the  same  shall  be  maintained  through  friendly  and  fratemil 
correspondence. 

10.  And.  Indeed,  since  the  word  "  Snlmrdlnatlon."  which  the  Synod  and  oar 
riassis  have  hitherto  used,  has  become  offensive  to  some,  (although  we  have  ne«r 
understood  It  as  Implying  an  absolute  dependence  of  the  foreign  churches  on  a?  ^ 
everything),  we  nre  willing  to  modify  the  same,  and  to  call  It  a  "Close  rnlou".'" 
which  you  stand  to  the  Netherland  Mother  Church.  Still,  we  can  never  acforf 
to  your  Particular  and  General  Church  Assemblies  the  titles  of  Classical  and  Synod- 
Icai  Assemblies,  without  a  violation  of  our  Church  Constitution.  But  to  glw  P™* 
of  our  Indulgence,  we  will  allow  the  widely  scattered  churches  to  form  ^^"**^ 
according  to  the  BltuaUon  ol  lYv^  ^\alT\e\.%,  \uto  several  amaller  A«emhttef  fl»*' 
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the  name  of  **  Conventus/*  In  which  the  ministers  and  neighboring  churches  may 
come  together  three  or  fonr  times  a  year,  (more  or  less  as  the  case  may  require), 
to  act  upon  matters  affecting  the  highest  interests  of  their  churches.  Moreover, 
if  it  should  be  thought  well  to  hold  every  year  a  General  Assembly  under  the  name 
of  Coetus,  consisting  of  delegates  from  each  Conventus,  we,'  so  far  as  we  are  con- 
cerned, (the  Synod  of  North  Holland  approving),  would  gladly  grant  the  long 
desired  liberty  to  admit  to  preparatory  and  final  examinations,  and  to  further 
qualify  the  lawfully  called,  on  the  condition  that  at  least  one  Professor  of  Theology 
shall  always  have  a  seat  and  vote  in  the  Coetus. 

11.  The  Coetus  should  in  order  to  maintain  this  "  Close  Union  **  with  the  Nether- 
land  Churches  and  our  Classls,  acknowledge  its  obligation  annually  to  send  its 
certified  Minutes  to  our  Classls,  show  itself  Inclined  to  accept  in  a  spirit  of  love 
the  fatherly  and  brotherly  instructions  and  counsels  of  the  Mother  Church,  and  to 
follow  them  as  far  as  may  be  possible,  having  no  other  aim  than  the  maintenance 
of  purity  of  doctrine  and  the  Church  Order,  and  the  harmony  and  edification  of 
the  brethren. 

12.  Behold,  dearly-beloved  brethren,   how  the  Classls   is  ready  to  lay  aside   Its 
dignity,  and  see  whether  this  effort  may  not,  by  God's  blessing,  become  the  means  ' 
of  uniting  in  sincere  love  the  sadly  divided  brethren,  who  are  one  with  us  in  the 
Reformed   worship   and  doctrine.     Would   that  a   pitifully-wasted   Babel   might  be 
changed  into  a  true  Philadelphia ! 

13.  You  will  from  this  readily  gather  our  sentiments,  and  you  will  have  oppor- 
tunity to  take  this  Plan  into  mature  and  dispassionate  consideration,  while  you, 
with  us,  await  the  action  of  the  Church   Synod. 

14.  It  remains  for  us  to  express  our  wish  that  our  efforts  may  be  blessed,  and  that 
the  richest  blessings  may  be  granted  to  you  and  the  churches  committed  to  your 
care. 

In  the  name  and  by  authority  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam, 

Wilhelmus  Koolhaas.  Dep  CI.  p.  t.  pres. 
Petrus   Curtenius,   p.   t.    Clerk. 
October  3,  1768. 

(There  s^ems  to  be  some  confusion  In  the  paragraphs  relating  respectively  to  the 
Coetus  and  Conferentie,  probably  due  to  the  Recording  Clerk.  This  and  the  fol- 
lowing letter  were  Intended  to  be  substantially  the  same,  yet  some  paragraphs 
are  especially  applicable  to  the  one  party,  and  some  to  the  other.  Paragraphs  1 
and  2  and  a  part  of  8,  certainly  relate  to  the  Conferentie;  while  the  rest  relate 
flpeclfically   to  the   Coetus.     E.  T.   C.) 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Conferentie  of  New  York, 

Oct.  3,  1768.     Vol.  31,  Page 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Much  Beloved  Brethren : — 

Both  your  letters  to  us,  dated  respectively,  Oct  7,  1767,  and  April  12  (22?) 
1768,  etc.,  etc 

(This  is  a  substantial  duplicate  of  the  preceding  letter;  but  see  note  attached  to 
the  preceding.     E.  T.  C.) 

P.  S.  After  closing  the  above.  Rev.  Warmoldus  Knypers  was  appointed  by  the 
Classls  as  pastor  for  the  united  congregations  of  the  Flats  and  Red  Hook,  and 
Installed  to  that  service.  We  hope  he  may  arrive  safely,  and  bring  with  him  a 
rich  Gospel  blessing. 

Church  of  New  York — Vaults. 

New  York,  Oct,  13th,  1768. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  Indentures  were  sealed  for  the  vault  of  Herman  Wlnkelaar  and  Feltman ;  for 
Nlch.  Gouvemeur;  of  Joseph  Meeks;  of  Philip  Livingston  and  Pleter  Remsen.  in 
I>utch  street;  also  of  Phil  Livingston  and  Pleter  Remsen  for  the  rear  of  No.  83; 
and  of  Edward  Lourler  for  the  front  Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  pay  the  Interest 
on  his  bond  to  Mr.  Gerrit  Abeel. 

Signed^ 
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Special  Tklstels  fou  the  Special  Kevenues  of  the  Xoetii 

Chukch. 

New  York,  Oct  20tli,  1768, 

Since  the  condition  of  the  Third  Church,  now  named  the  North  (Ctaareh), 
demands  particular  care  above  what  is  common  with  the  Bldera,  Deacons  and 
Church  Masters  hitherto  in  use  (office)  :  Resolved,  That  two  persons  be  chosen 
under  the  name  of  Trustees,  who  alooe  shall  have  care  over  the  revenues  of  the 
church,  whether  from  seats  sold  or  hired,  or  from  collections;  to  preserve  thea 
faithfully  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  according  to  Consistory's  resolution ;  and 
also  of  the  burial  grounds.  For  this  purpose,  Jakobus  Roosvelt,  Jr.  and  John 
de  Peyster  were  appointed  In  the  expectation  that  they  would  render  the  service 
gratis,  and  give  account  from  time  to  time  according  to  desire  of  Consistory. 

Resolved,  That  the  seal  of  our  corporation  be  affixed  to  the  Instrument  con- 
taining the  agn^emeut  of  the  Church  with  this  City,  for  the  grounds  bOoght  In 
the  Vlakte. 

Signed, 

J.  Bltsema,  p.  t.  President 

New  Tork,  Nov.  4t]i,  1768. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on'  God's  name. 

The  necessity  of  taking  upon  Interest  at  six  per  cent,  £1S00.  more.  In  order  to 
finish  the  North  Church,  on  the  same  condition  as  the  £1500.  (taken  before),  was 
stated  to  the  Consistory.  Thereupon  It  was  unanimously  agreed  to  take  ap  £l(XXk. 
from  Mr.  David  C  lark  son :  £400.  from  Mr.  Gerrit  Rapalye  and  Samuel  Johnsoo; 
and  £100.  from  Mrs.  Annatye  van  Dyck.  Bonds  for  the  same  were  signed  and 
sealed  by  order  of  Consistory,  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Isaac  Roosevelt. 
Also,  Lyda,  wife  of  Isaac  Blanck,  was  taken  as  a  poor  person. 

Signed, 

J.  Eltsema,  p.  t  President 

Second  Knulish-Speaking  Minister  to  be  Called. 

New   York,   Dec   20tli,   1768. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Mr.  (lorrit  Uappolyo  nn<l  Jnkob  Duryrc  presented  a  petition  sifrned  by  members 
and  other  well  wishers  of  our  Church,  requesting  the  Consistory  to  call  a  second 
Ehiglish  minister  for  our  congregation  on  the  same  footing  as  domine  Archlltald 
Laldlie.  They  recommended,  especially  if  the  required  qualifications  are  possessed, 
Mr.  John  II.  Livingston,  at  present  a  student  of  Theology  at  Utrecht 

A  second  request  was  presented  by  Mr.  Gelyn  van  Gelder  and  some  others,  that 
the  purpose  of  calling  Mr.  Livingston  for  English  preaching  might  be  so  far  altered 
as  that  he  should  preach  also  in  the  Dutch  language. 

The  Consistory  having  considered  the  matter,  answered  that  they  were  not 
satisfied  with  Mr.  Livingston's  fitness  to  preach  In  Dutch,  yet  there  was  no  objec- 
tion to  it :  if  on  Mr.  Livingston's  arrival  here,  he  was  found  to  have  the  ability, 
he  might  preach  also  in  Dutch. 

The  first  petition  was  unanimously  accepted.  It  was  resolved  to  execute  the 
same  at  the  first  opportunity.  Therefore,  also,  lists  should  l>e  made  with  proper 
headings,  as  was  done  when  the  subscription  was  made  for  domine  Laldlie. 

Mr.  Abraham  lx)tt  took  it  upon  himself  to  make  the  lists.  The  following  were 
chosen  to  carry  them  around.  For  the  first  list :  Jakobus  Roosevelt  John  Duryee 
and  William  de  Peyster.  For  the  second  list:  Frans.  Marsehalk.  Kiehard  Bancker. 
Jas.  Beekman.  For  the  third  list :  Dirk  Schuyler,  Ernst.  Bancker,  laaac  Stouten- 
berg.  For  the  fourth  list:  Luk.  Romme,  Zach.  Sikkelse  and  Chrystoffeis  Steymers. 
Also  all  have  liberty  to  take  any  of  the  Consistory  that  they  deem  nacesiiry  for 
aid. 

Signed  etc., 

Lambertns  d«  BoQda^  p.  t  Frss. 
1768.     Pint  Methodist  Chapel  in  l^ew  XoiY  C\V|* 
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Other  Items,  1T68. 

Jan.  6.  John  Arbo,  Secretary  of  the  iroraviana,  to  Sir  Wm. 
rohnson.     Doc.  Hist.  N.  T.  4to.  ed.,  iv.  236. 

Feb.  1.  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  to  Sir  Wm,  John- 
ion.     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iv.  237. 

March  21  Corporation  of  Albany  to  Eev.  Wheelock.  Doc. 
mat.  N.  Y.  iv.  238. 

April  8.  Rev.  Mr.  Wheelock  to  the  Corporation  of  Albany. 
Dot  Hiat.  N.  Y.  iv.  239. 

Kay?  Eev.  Mr,  Barton  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hist. 
R".  T.  iv.  240. 

Aug.  5.  Mr.  J.  W.  Brown  to  Sir  Wm,  Johnson.  Doc.  Hist. 
IT.  Y.  iv.  241. 

Aug.  26.  Hugh  Gaine  to  Sir  Wc?.  Jol  ison,  (Indian  Prayer- 
Book).     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  i' .  f  42. 

Sept  8.  Sir  Wm,  Johnson  to  Hugh  Gaine,  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y 
ir.  243. 

Sept.  17.  Hugh  Gaine  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hist. 
Jr.  Y.  iv.  243. 

Oct.  16.  Memorial  of  Rev.  Mr.  Wheelock.  Doc.  Hist  N.  Y. 
Ir.  244. 

Oct.  17.  Caveat  of  Kevs.  Jacob  W.  Johnson  and  Eev.  David 
lA'very;  two  New  England  missionaries,  against  his  Majesty's 
jHdera  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iv.  245. 

Oct.  19.  J.  W.  Brown  to  Sir  Wm,  Johnson.  Doc  Hist.  N.  Y. 
ir.  244. 

Oct.  ?  Rev,  Jacob  W.  Johnson  to  Sir.  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc. 
Hiat-  N.  Y.  iv.  246. 

Oct.  20,  Position  of  Eev,  Jacob  W.  Johnson  defined.  Doc. 
Hist.  N.  Y.  iv.  246. 

Oct.  22.  Rev.  Jacob  W.  Johnson  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc. 
HisL  N.  Y.  iv.  247, 

Oct.  30.     Eev.  Jacob  W.  Johnson  to  the  Commissioners.     Doc, 
Est.  N.  T.  iv.  248. 
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Oct.  31.  Speech  of  Rev.  Jacob  W.  Johnson,  to  be  delivere 
the  Six  Nations.     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iv.  248. 

Nov.  19.  Hugh  Gaine  to  Sir  Wra.  Johnson.  (Indian  Pri 
Book).     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iv.  249. 

Nov.  24.  Sir  Wra.  Johnson  to  Gen.  Gage.  Doc.  Hist.  N 
iv.  249. 

Nov.  28.  Dr.  Shuckburgh  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  (In< 
Prayer  Book).     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iv.  250. 

Dec.  6.  Mr.  Bro\vn  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hist  H".  Y 
251. 

Dec.  10.  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Gen.  Gage.  Doc.  Hist.  N 
iv.  251. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsteedam.     Jan.  10,  1769. 

Warmoldus  Kuypers. 

The  Deputiei  reported,  that  on  October  4,  ult.,  they  met  the  Hon.  M< 
Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  and  prepared  themselres  to  read  the  re 
tion  of  Classis  adopted  In  the  Case  of  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers,  annooBcing 
they  had  no  orders  to  hand  it  over.  Thereupon  they  were  Immediately  requ 
to  step  outside.  Subsequently,  having  been  called  in  again.  It  was  annonnoc 
them  by  the  Representatives  of  his  Illustrious  Highness,  that  the  Directors,  hi 
been  rendered  unnble  to  Judge  the  cafie  further,  desired  In  no  wise  any  readir 
the  Acta  of  Classis.  Also  the  Deputies  have  not  been  permitted  to  learn  of 
further  resolution,  upon  their  renewed  request  for  the  payment  of  Rev.  Kuj 
salary  until  the  day  of  bis  dismission  by  Classis. 

The  Classis  requested  the  Deputies  to  Investigate  the  former  Acta  of  the  Cli 
and  discover  how  far  the  right  of  the  Messrs.  Directors  extends  in  the  matte 
Benefices.  And  Inasmuch  as  the  Investment  of  Rer.  Blila,  on  Juna  1,  1707 
Pastor  on  Curacoa.  in  the  place  of  Rev.  Kuypers — which  It  is  learned,  is  aln 
'  effected  by  the  Directors,  although  It  has  not  yet  been  presented  l>efore  Class! 
be  made  ecclesiastical,  nor  has  It  even  been  made  known  to  the  Classis — to  ex 
in  the  most  amicable  manner  upon  negotiations  about  this  with  the  Hon.  Met 
Directors,  or  with  the  Hon.  Representative.  Finally  to  write  to  the  Consls 
of  Curacoa,  that  Classis  feels  very  deeply  on  the  subject  of  the  treatment  folio 
by  the  consistory,  both  In  regard  to  Rev.  Kuipers,  as  well  as  In  the  case  of 
new  calling  of  Rev.  p:ilis,  and  that  hereafter  no  Acta  of  Synod  shall  be  sent  tti 

Further  the  appointment  by  Hon.  Messrs.  (Directors?)  of  the  Surlname  Col 
In  favor  of  Rev.  John  Christopher  de  Cros.  minister  at  Leyden,  as  minister  th 
was  sent  to  him,  together  with  an  ecclesiastical  call ;  and  he  shall  be  exami 
peremptolr  at   the  April    Classia 

xziT.  128-18( 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

(Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers.) 

The  Depp,  report  their  action  with  regard  to  the  Mess 
Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  about  Rev.  Kuypers. 

1709,  Jan.  10th.  Art.  4  ad  1.  Tlie  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exte: 
report  that  on  Octo\)eT  4rt\v  \\\e7  c-«\\^4  w^soii  the  Messrs.  Directs 
of  the  West  India  Company  aTidL^\io^^^>iifia^^^^T^^\fti? 
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the  resolution  of  Classis  in  the  case  of  the  Kev.  Kuypers.  They 
added  that  they  were  not  directed  to  hand  it  over,  Thereiipon 
they  were  requested  to  withdraw,  (stand  without).  On  being 
again  called  within,  it  was  announced  to  them  by  the  Hon.  Repre- 
aentative  of  His  Ulustrioiis  Highness,  that  the  Directors  were 
unable  to  judge  further  on  this  matter,  and  therefore  did  not  at 
all  desire  to  hear  any  extract  read  from  the  Acta  of  the  Classis. 
Moreover,  upon  the  renewed  request  for  the  payment  of  the  salary 
of  the  Rev.  Kuypers  until  the  day  of  his  dismission  by  the  Classis, 
the  Rev.  Depp,  had  not  been  enabled  to  learn  of  any  further 
action,  (lit.  decision). 

The  Classis  asked  the  Depp,  to  examine  the  former  Acta,  and 
to  ascertain  how  far  the  right  of  the  Messrs.  Directors  in  the  call- 
ing (of  a  minister)  extends ;  also,  since  the  appointment,  made  by 
the  Directors,  of  Rev.  Ellis,  has  not  yet  been  made  known  to  the 
Classis  in  order  to  be  made  ecclesiastical,  (the  Deputies  are  re- 
qtiested)  to  enter  most  amicably  into  negotiations  with  the  Messrs. 
Directors  about  this;  and  further,  to  write  to  the  Consistory  at 
Caracoa,  that  the  Classis  was  deeply  moved  at  the  manner  in 
vhich  the  Consistory  had  acted  both  in  regard  to  the  (suspension 
of)  the  Rev.  Kuypers,  and  in  the  calling  of  Rev,  Ellis ;  and  that 
for  the  present  no  Acta  of  the  Synod  shall  be  sent  to  them.  xiv. 
183. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Pews  in  tho!N"orth  Church.     The  Psalm  Book,     llarpcnding  Coat- 

of-Arms. 

New  Xork,  Hacch  20tb,  1766. 

CtBditoiT  held  after  calllsK  od  God's  Dtme. 

1  ptui  of  tbe  floor  of  the  pews,  and  also  of  tbe  gallery  pens  Id  the  North 
ChiKh  was  presented,  with  an  sppralsempnt  of  the  yearly  reot.  This  was  referred 
^  Oit  Elders,  Jakobns  HoOBCTett,  John  Bogart,  AnChony  TeD  Eyck.  ElTert  IMncker, 
■od  Pteler  Ketellas',  with  Ihe  Deacons,  William  de  I'eysler,  Jas.  Beekman.  Is. 
fllMtaibenc  and  Jeremiah  Broner,  aa  a  commlllee  to  Bee  If  the  appralsemeDt  Is 
"(lit;  otherwise  to  allow  the  snnie  aril  rpport  lo  the  pon.^i.stnry  for  »ii|)roi-nl. 

It  wu  staled  that  there  was  atUl  on  head  1>00  botiad  copies  of  tbe  Psalm  t>ook, 
*M  htweeD  400  and  SOO  nnbouDd.  On  aceouDt  of  the  high  price,  It  was  Resolved, 
^t  the  former  should  be  sold  tor  eight  BbllUngs  sod  tbe  latter  for  aii, 

It  WIS  proposed  that  tbe  -Arms"  of  Mr.  Jno.  Harpending*  In  the  Old  Church 
*iMt  be  copied  In  an  appropriate  manner,  and  the  copy  bung  In  the  North  Church 
•km  the  pnlplt. 

*TUi  I^lton  St.  chorcb  wss  built  on  land  of  Harpendlng,  who  b*>a  s\itn  a.  \AoX. 
fhl4  to  the  charch  tn  ITiS.  Tbis  Caat.of-Arms  eontloued  to  haag  o^ci  tbe  V\»v^^ 
•  Ak  Amwtb,  aata  If  OtmolUloa  In  ins,  and  la  ifell  lemcmbena  tii  tb«  viVut. 
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ResolTed  that  the  foregoing  committee  ezecate  this  In  the  best  manner. 

The  Church  Masters  brought  in  a  list  of  vacant  seats  in  the  New  Church,  wlUcb 
was  referred  to  the  above  named  committee  for  enquiry. 

The  request  of  Mrs.  Welp  was  agreed  to.  She  desired,  as  arrears  oo  thi 
catechising  and  her  services  to  the  consistory,  £10.  up  to  this  day.  She  Is  to  ittto 
In  the  next  meeting  what  she  desires  In  the  future,  yearly,  to  make  the  catechlilai 

free. 

Arch.  Laldlle,  p.  t.  President 

(\)KRKSI»()N1>EN'CK  FrOM  Am ERICA. 

Rev.  John  Ritzoiim  to  tho  Classis  of  Anistordam,  March  21, 1769. 

Vol.  33,  page  153,  seq.     Xo.  414. 

[This  letter  is  written  iu  the  third  person,  it  having  beon  composed  with  a  view 
of  having  it  adopted  by  the  Conferentle.  But  circumstances  prt»vented  this.  T^ 
latter  part  represents  the  Final  Attempt  of  Rev.  Bltsema  to  aecare  C3anlcal  endon^ 
meut  for  the  Professorship  in  Kings  College.] 

Very  Rev.,  Highly  learned  and  Greatly  Honored  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Chrltt>" 

Our  failure  to  receive  an  answer  to  our  Inst  letters,  which  were  accompanied  with 
the  Proceedings,  [of  the  Conferentle,  of  Oct.  6,  7,  1767),  prevented  us  during  tbe 
past  year  (17(S8)  from  holding  a  [Conferentle]  Assembly;  and  especially,  hecsfitt 
we  received  a  letter  last  September  (17681  from  the  Rev.  Classis,  In  which  a  Plio 
[of  Union],  which  originated  in  Holland  was  made  known  to  us;  and  this  Is  to  to 
laid  before  the  High  Rev.  Synod,  upon  whose  decision  we  must  now  await. 

We  also  find  ourselves  favored  by  tho  arrival  of  Rev.  Warmoldns  Kuypers,  after 
a  dangerous  voyage  of  seventeen  weeks.  We  have  high  hopes  that  he  will  to 
adapted  to  his  mission  here.  We  heartily  thank  you  for  yonr  Revs,  missive  of  Oct 
3rd.  with  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  1767.  with  a  duplicate  copy,  and  a  packaf* 
received  three  days  later. 

Since  the  High  Rev.  Synod  holds  no  meeting  before  the  close  of  July,  we  invited 
the  brethren  who  live  In  the  vicinity  to  meet  together  on  the  first  Tuesday  In  MW* 
In  order  to  inform  you.  Rev.  Sirs,  of  our  Ideas  on  that  Plan   [of  Unionl,  before  ^^ 
may   be  amended   by   Synodical   resolutions.     We  hope  and   expect   that  this   ^^^ 
communication  will  reach  you  in  time. 

Pkoposed  Pl^vx  of  Union. 

First:    We  recognize  with  all  due  gratitude  the  eoal  of  your  Revs.,  in  seekif^  * 
devise  a  Plan,  from  whatever  source  it  may  have  originated,  which  may  ter»  ^ 
remove  the  great  Schism  which  exists  among  us,  and  for  the  promotion  of  ^^2, 
among  the  brethren  in  our  churches.     We  cannot,   however,  believe  that  the 
Classis  and  the  High  Rov.  Synod  Intend  to  make  us— who  have  so  often  shown         ^ 
selves  to  be  the  supporters  of  the  Netherland  Church  Constitution,  and  upho 
of  the  ancient  condition  of  our  Church  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  defende 
the  orthodox  doctrine,  and  for  which,  to  our  sorrow  and  the  grief  of  our  hearts^     ' 
have  become  objects  of  great  nbuse  and  scorn:  for  there  are  mmors  that  all 
efforts  are  to  be  nullified,    notwithstanding  we  have  been  called  by   the  com         ^ 
people  who  adhere  to  the  Coetup.  "papists",  and  preachers  of  the  letter  and 
of  the  spirit,"  etc.— we  cannot  believe  that  you  intend  to  make  us  to  subordi  ^^^^ 
ourselves  to  the  assumptions  of  the  i>eople,  and  thus  make  all  our  efforts  Ineffec^ 
and  fruitless,  as  well  as  our  watchfulness  for  orthodoxy  and  good  order,  wlt^^^' 
which  everything  will  go  to  ruin. 

Objections. 

/Secondly:     We   therefore  desire   that   your   Revs,    will   be   pleased  to  take  Into 
earnest  consideration  the  following  points: 

1.  As  to  the  proper  basis  of  a  mutual  forgiveness  which  shall  be  Juat  and  upright, 
etc.     On  this  point  we  offer  the  following  for  consideration :~Woii!d  not  a  mere 
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itnil  forglTcoeu  overthrow  everything  ri>r  wbicb  we  have  striveo?  WonM  It 
t  be  giving  ap  the  entire  qnpgtlon  Involved  Iti  thiB  whole  dispute?  We  Bckaovl- 
ge  that  II  l«  our  dulj  honestl;  to  torgive  and  forgel  all  our  penonal  Injuries,  and 
>  *re  ilneerelj  witling  to  do  this.  But  If  we  hnve  been  gulltj  of  any  wrong  acts, 
>y  ought   to  be   pointed  out  to  us;  for  If  they  are  not,  then   the  guilty  and  tbe 

BulpaBHlng  tills  by.  Kev.  tjlrs,  please  give  me  the  privilege  to  remind  you  again. 
It  thin  dispute  la  not  concenilng  any  mere  person  sillies.  That  surh  thlDEH  may 
ve  rome  tn  during  the  dispute,  as  elemeuca  of  human  wealineaa,  we  will  not 
oy.  nor  will  we  plead  entire  Innocence  (or  ourselves  therein;  but  (hese  are  only 
■Idenlnl  clrcumataLcea.  But  our  dispute  Is  concerning  the  tJonalllutlon  of  Our 
un-h.  They  claim  that  they  (the  Cuelus)  have  the  right  to  otdsln.  We  deny 
la.  And  in  this  denial  we  have  been  frequently  JustlOed  by  the  Rev.  CIbbhIs: 
i]  must  we  now  entirely  give  up  our  coDtection?  Must  we  be  considered  as  hav- 
t  beeu  altagelher  In  the  wrong?    Did  not  tbe  Claasia  and  tbe  Synod  from  time 

time  forbid  the  Coelua  to  ordaini  And  have  they  not  recently  again  bronght 
to  tbe  ranks  of  tbe  mlulitry  four  more  men,  who  otBciate  wltb  them  aa  min- 
ers? and  Is  not  this  done  against  the  wlsb  and  desire  of  a  great  portion  of  those 
arches  where  they  officiate?  These  dealre  no  other  mlnlatera  (ban  tboae  sent  by 
e  Kev.  Claasls  of  Amsterdam,  or  those  ordained  by  their  order.  And  mnst  tbe 
lies  of  these  men  atand  In  tbe  "Uinlsterial  Regteter",  and  we  give  tbem  tbe 
nd  of  fellowship,  and  accept  of  tbeir  nnlawtnl  Inlrodnctlon  Into  the  mlnlatry  of 
e  t-'buTch? 

to  our  last  meeting  but  one,  we  thonght  we 
t  bad  thiTeio  onblblted  many  signs  of  love,  w 
py  onsl  them  all  aside.     We  thewfore  thlnt  that  we  cannot  corae  ■ 

our  nlde  without  giving  up  everything.  We  sent  these  terms  ti 
p  re[wrt  of  onr  last  (Conterentle)  Aasfnihly,  and  we  must  believe 
:teT  to  Ds,  tbnt  it  was  placed  on  your  table. 


QlIEEXS  COLLEOE  ChARTER, 


S.  Concerning  that  Charter  which  has  been  obtained  [by  the  Coetus)  for  thn 
tabllHhment  of  a  separate  Academy  In  the  Jersles:  or  tbe  alternative,  looking 
wsrd  tbe  Scotch  Presbyterian  Academy  In  Princeton,  having  there,  one  or  two 
'ofegti'ors  of  Theology,   etc.,  we  wonid   remark:— 

(1>  ThnI  we  heartily  acknowledge  that  the  latter  la  a  thing  wblch  Is  possible  of 
c^oDipllKhment:  while  the  erection  of  an  Academy  for  ourselves  seems  at  present 
I)mctlcablc:  and   that,   therefore,   the   Rev.    Classis  has  Judged  correctly  on   this 

<2)  Yet  we  also  liellPTe.  that  when  the  Rev.  Classis  Is  as  thoroughly  informed 
out  all  the  clrcumHtntices  as  we  are,  that  sbe  will  decide  that  the  one  scheme  Is 

Imp  rac  Ilea  hie  a^  the  other. 
Ve  speak  thus  concerning  thnt  Charter  which  has  been  obtained  (by  the  Coetusl. 
:bout:b  we  have  never  seen  the  documcnl,  and  for  this  reason  we  cannot  Judge 
ac-tly  aliout  II.  But  Domlne  Rltiema  rpcelved  a  communication  from  the  Gov- 
nor  of  the  Jerales.  in  which  be  sa.vs.  that  In  the  giving  of  tbnt  Charter,  he  waa 
-<*elved  by  Ihofe  who  sought  il.  He  thought  thai  the  request  came  from  tbe 
"thtrlanrt  churches  which  stood  In  Ihelt  old  snbordlnnlion  (to  tbe  Classis  of 
WMerdain.l  But  his  Excellency  has  now  found  out  the  contrary,  and  tor  tbia 
aion,  win  not  he  In  a  very  groat  hnrry  In  forwarding  It. 

A  good  friend  even  assured  bis  Rev.  [Rltiema]  that  his  Excellency  bad  granted 
more  out  of  spite  to  the  Preabyteriona.  In  order  not  to  favor  their  Academy, 
nd  Ha  to  tbe  Charter  Itself,  what  Is  It  worth?  It  la  Indeed  on  accompllahed  fact. 
It  no  location  la  yet  determined  on  where  thnt  Academy  shall  be  erected.  Domlne 
■OMwblus,  cum  aula,  wants  [t  at  Hackensack,  and  has  already  begun  the  erection 

I I  liouae  for  It  there,  but  which  he  Is  unable  to  flnlsh.  Domlne  Leydt.  cnm  aulB. 
*inti  it  on  the  Raritan.  So  already  tbey  are  divided  Into  two  parties  concerning 
Uloeatlon.     Domlne  Goetschlna  baa  alrAdy  started  a  Latin  School,  and  appolntetl 

III  wife's  brother  as  a  Latin  teacher.  He  has  also  located  a  seconA  ^,«,Un  \.««,c\i.«v. 
^  or  tbree  English  milea  dlsCant,  In  order  to  have  the  iclkooX  «<ilt{K^«n^^'S  tw«.^ 
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for  the  I>enet)t  of  the  children's  board.     Donilne  Ix>ydt  with  his  partj  has  done  like- 
wise on  the  Rarltan:  and  Donilne  Verhryck  Is  Rolng  to  start  a  similar  school  at 
Tappan.     Hut  we  nnich  donht  whether  all  this  will  result  In  bulldlni^  a  Bat>el  or  t 
Philadelphia :  we  give  It  over  to  the  Judgment  of  wise  men.     Besides,  there  is  no 
endowment  for  either  of  these  schools.     All  must  jet  be  obtained  by  solicltatioo 
either  In  this  land  or  elsowhen*.     They  act  as  If  true  religion   were  In  danger  ot 
perishing.     Hut  very  likely  the  motive  Is  no  other  than  this:  the  Church  of  Eajdand 
has  an  Academy:  the  Presbyterians  have  one  also;  and  why  should  we  be  bebiod 
them?     Rut  can  any  one  lovingly  give,  and  from  a  God-fearing  principle,  to  siKba 
cause? 

Proposed  Union  With  Presbyterlans. 

But  now  let  us  consider  the  plan  of  union  with  the  Presbyterians  In  tbdr 
Academy.  To  have  an  arrangement  there  for  our  Professor  of  Theology  would  be 
a  matter  of  no  little  importance  to  them,  even  If  such  union  should  be  of  onlf  a 
local  diameter.  Hut  we  do  not  think  that  those  brethren  who  have  got  tbit 
Charter  for  themselves,  will  easily  give  op  their  Idea  and  surrender  their  "PrlTl- 
lege**  as  they  call  It.  But  neither  can  we  believe  that  the  Presbyterians  will  con- 
sent, at  present,  to  such  a  Plan,  since  they  are  already  supplied  with  Profewon 
of  Theology.  They  have  now  six  Professors,  according  to  their  custom,  and  tbeie 
would  then  be  without  so  much  to  do.  There  are  some  among  us  who  would  like 
this  union,  [with  Princeton],  but  we  doubt  not  that  a  large  number  would  bedli- 
pleased  therewith. 

Predicted  Effects  of  an  American  Classis. 

R.  And  now  concerning  Church  Government,  flf  we  have  such  an  Academy  Vt^ 
a  Classlsl.     Would  we  not,  then,  entirely  fall  away  from  the  Netherland  Chnrch^ 
It  would  necessarily  be  no,  as  your  Revs,  have  supposed.     But  what  about  ttot 
'  hateful  word  "SulKtrdlnatlon",  on  account  of  which  we  have  been  obliged  to  nUltt 

so  much?  It  Is  proposed  to  change  this  Into  some  sort  of  "Close  Union".  ▼• 
fear,  however,  that  the  result  would  l>e  found  to  be  the  breaking  off  of  all  Union. 
We.  also,  formerly  thought  that  "a  Close  Union"  might  be  well,  aa  we  Intimated 
to  the  ClasKls.  and  that  we  should  call  ourselves  **An  Assembly  of  Ministers  under 
the  ClnsHls  of  Amstenlam."  And  although  we  would  rather,  In  order  to  be  di«" 
tln;rulMhod  from  those  who  call  themselves  ''The  Coetus".  that  body  not  being  the 
Hulionlinate  Coetus  which  was  formerly  established  here— [to  be  called  by  wme 
other  nanicj,  yet  we  are  willing  to  be  called  by  that  hated  name,  rather  than  by 
receiving  a  new  name,  to  break  the  union  which  now  connects  us  with  the  Netbe^ 
land   Church, 

For  are  not  church-members  subordinated  to  the  Consistory?  and  Consistories 
to  the  (MasslH?  and  aKaIn,  the  Classis  to  the  Synod?  And  why  should  we  (tbe 
American  chun'hesl  not  remain  subordinated  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  by  which  we 
have  boon  conimlssloned,  and  watched  over  with  so  much  love  and  care?  The 
Clnssis  has  always  watched  over  us;  so  that  we — In  opposition  to  that  spirit  of 
lndei>end«ncy.  which  claims  also  to  be  its  own  lord,  saying,  we  will  not  come  over 
to  you— so  that  wc,  nlthouuh  amid  much  opposition,  are  left  alone:  bnt  we  »tlU 
adhere  tlrmly  to  the  Classis.  And  this  Is  our  special  duty.  Inasmuch  as  our  njln- 
Istcrs,  and  all  our  pnbllc  documonts  are  pitched  to  this  key,  vlr..  ministers  a'**^'"' 
111;:  to  the  .XrThcrlands  Church,  and  of  that  Church  as  conformable  to  the  Synod  of 
lK)rt.  lUls-lO.  It  Is  also  In  this  light  that  those  of  the  Episcopal  Church  regarf 
us.  as  well  as  the  Independents  and  all  other  denominations. 

•1.   If  the   Ucv.   (^las>N   reject  any  of  the   recommendations  of  the  Classical  «"*  • 
SynodI«'al  AsscinMIos,    (hen   we  also  reject  them  for  ourselves.     For  those  re<'oni- 
mcndatlons  brlnj:  an  Iiulep<'ndent  authority  with  them  to  conduct  examinations,  to 
onlain   and   d«>pf»se  ministers,   etc.:   and   with  such  authority,  our  Union  with  the 
N«»thcrland   Church  would  quickly  cease. 

Formerly,  with  the  consent  of  the  Rev.  Classis,  we  had  our  Coetus  divided  into 
Circuits,    (Itlngen).    on    account    of    the   great    distances    of   the  different  ftatlona. 
These  could  more  easily  be  convened  In  case  of  any  urgent  business,  and  the  Coetni 
could  abide  by  their  act\oii. 
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it  IB  BUbBHjnentlr  proposed,  In  order  to  maintain  onr  clow  Union  and 
rlth  the  Nelherlnnd  Churuli,  we  heartily  approve:  but  ne  cnnaot  omit 
lur  doulitH  respertliig  iLo  propriety  of  on  niiHuilted  privilege  |[i  siicli  a 
inmlne  and  ordain.  We  would  see  no  liiinger  In  this.  If  we  were  sup- 
I'mtpusorB  o(  Tbeoloer;  hu(  then,  we  would  prefer  to  be  obliged  lo 
privilege  tor  so  doing  from  the  Rev.  Synod.  But  bb  long  ob  we  bave 
-s,  we  ilo  not  conelder  It  safe  for  na  to  bave  Cbla  authDrlty.  Tberefore 
>tlpr  remain  on  the  old  basis.  er«n  as  It  has  again  been  detirmlned  In 
riKtian  Synod  ot  North   Holland,  la  ITST.  in  reference  to  the  churchea 
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ur  duty  earefuUy  lo  guard  the  doctrine  of  "Free  and  Special  Qraee." 
e  Is  tbe  pivot  on  whirb  ererytblne  tnma,  and  over  whirb  your  Revs., 

riTl  onr  ottcntlOQ  to  tbe  Seoteh  Prpsbyterlans  and  (heir  Academy  at 
On  this  aubjepi  we  would  offer  the  following  conalderatlons:  ' 
I  this  doi'lrlne  bave  a  greater  Influence  In  this  part  of  (be  world.  If  we 
laor  of  Theology  of  onr  own.  as  your  Rev.  Classle  suKgeats,  but  In  that 
demy  or  College  In  New  Turk,  For  that  objeet  Domlne  BitEema.  tbe 
'Icr  of  the  Dutrh  Church  In  Ihe  City  of  New  York,  already,  as  e.ir1y  al 
•S.  obtained  an  "Ad<lII1nnnl  Charter",  for  special  ndranUKe  to  his  own 
I.  Thai  eongreffatlon  alone  waa  to  have  this  prlrllcge  [of  appointing 
•orl,  to  tbe  exclusion  of  all  others.  Of  Ibis  College,  bis  Rev.  is  one  of 
irs.    [TruBlees].     Thla   honor   we  gratefully  actnowleitge.   although  It 

>'or  llev.  Thpodore  FrellnBhnyseri  (of  Albany],  now  long  BEnee  deeeaned, 
<ihI  to  wrath  by  this  cln'nnistance.  seclOK  thai  he  himself  was  eicludcd, 
1  the  eongroga lions  In  holh  tbe  I'rovlnceB  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 
an  Academy.  Clnssla,  etc.  for  thcmsetveB.  This  is  well-known  to  tbe 
.  and  it  neiMl  not  be  enlarged  upon  again, 

pmliably  appose  ns  In  Ihls.  beenuae  that  is  an  Eplseopallan  Academy. 
lent  of  which  r:hureh  dIffprK  from  ours,  more  than  dnen  that  of  tbe 
byterlans;  thai  the  fiovernnrs  or  Regenta  of  that  Academy  are  moatly 
copal  Church,  etc.  But  we  answer:  Are  not  their  Articles  of  Faith 
loiloi  as  ours?  And  Is  there  not  found  among  them  st  the  present 
p  number  of  mlnlaters.  who  teach  the  doctrine  of  Free  and  Speelal 
d  even  If  many  fall  to  preach  that  doctrine.  Is  not  this  (he  case  also 
■nt  S'-otch  Church?  At  any  rate  their  best  minlstera  moke  complaint 
V  subject,  saying  that  there  Is  o  general  decline  In  orthodoiy;  and  ■ 
inoks  which  daily  come  under  our  eyes  testify  the  same. 
ed.  trno.  that  most  of  the  C.nvernors  |of  this  New  York  College]  ore  at 
Millers  of  (he  Church  nf  England,   and   if  a  vote  should  depend   upon 

they  could  outvote  ua.  But  we  venture  to  say  thai  such  i  party 
lever  yet.  to  our  knowledge,   mnnlfested   Itself,  and  very  probably  may 

people  of  our  city  and  of  our  whole  land.  They  con«iBI  of  the  Oover- 
Provineo.  the  Member-  of  the  King's  Couneli,  the  Judges  of  thi>  Courts 
(he  Rector  ot  ihe  Encllsb  Church.  [Trinity],  the  Senior  Dutch  minlaler, 
"n'neli.  tlic  Prcshytcrlnn  and  the  I.ulheran  minlslers.  We  need  not, 
really  concern  onrfelves  with  such  fenra.  And  (hen.  also,  that  "AddL 
ler"  eipressly  rpqnlres  that  the  Professor  [of  Theology]  abnil  be  s 
tbe  T>utch  Church,  and  that  he  must  (each  tbe  doctrines  Of  Ihe  Netber- 
>.  accordlnc  m  the  Synod  of  Don.   1018-19. 

Ike  pressing  (his  nchcmc  the  more,  because.  In  Ibis  Engilsb  Academy  In 
even  as  In  [ihnt  Insiitulion]  In  Philadelphia,  (here  la  no  ProfcxBcr  of 
For  this  reason.  Ihe  English  Church  labors  under  the  aome  diffleuitles 
'h  Cbnrch.  Their  .vonng  men  who  are  sent  from  here  to  England  to  be 
re  utterly  nnskltled  In  Theology:  yet  they  wli!  not  aeni  ttiem  l.o  otv^ 
rlcsD]   Academy.     But   by   the   proposed   arrnnsemeiit.,  \t   i;atT\ea  oW, 
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we  mifrht  acoompllflh  much  for  the  commou  good  of  our  American  Zlon,  tj  bii 
iDff  a  prudent  and  wcU-qualltled  TrofeHsur  of  our  Church  [In  that  Insiltutlonu] 

Tbn>e  or  four  years  ag(»,  Donilne  Kitzenia,  who  alone  had  the  opportunity  to  t( 
with  vigor  In  this  matter,  obtained  the  consent  of  his  fellow  Gorernors,  that  « 
should  call  such  a  man.  as  the  Charter  requires,  from  Holland;  one  who  ha 
studied  and  be<*n  trained  there;  and  he  should  be  sent  by  the  Rer.  Classit.  Th 
Governors  promised  to  give  him  £200..  ($500.).  a  year,  and  we  staonld  do  th 
same;  so  that  he  should  have  a  salary  of  £400.  This  would  be  Just  the  same  li 
amount  as  that  of  the  I'resldeut  of  ihe  College.  If  this  matter  should  uow  b 
presstKl  by  the  Classis  and  the  Synod,  we  doubt  not  that  we  might  yet  get  tl 
And  such  a  I^rofessor  would  be  sufficient  for  the  entire  necessities  of  the  Cbord 
although  we  do  not  intend  to  force  all  the  other  churches  to  send  their  itodeot 
to  New  Yorli. 

The  Dutch  Church  [of  New  York]  has  never  been  willing  to  talie  adyantage  « 
this  provision,  and  now.  perhaps,  she  Is  less  ready  than  ever.  Yet  she  can  nere 
expect  of  the  Governors  [of  that  College]  that  she  should  have  the  right  to  noni 
nate  or  appoint  such  ProfcsHor,  and  that  his  salary  should  be  paid  entirely  by  tk 
Governors.  Kven  the  Church  of  Kngland  In  this  city,  [Trinity  Church  1  haa  a 
sp(H>Ial  prerogatives  whatever  In  that  college.  Nevertheless,  it  Is  required  that  tl 
President  of  the  College  should  always  be  a  member  In  communion  with  tk 
Church  of  Kngland:  but  all  other  I*rofessors  or  Teachers,  are  chosen  witbont  av 
such  condition,  and  may  be  of  any  denomination.  Prom  this  It  appears  that  tk 
Dutch  Church  has  a  privilege  therein  atiove  all  other  churches. 

Now  we  only  wiy  tb«»i«e  things  to  show  the  benefits  which  would  accrue.  If  w 
would  only  lay  asldt^  all  our  prejudices,  and  really  strive  to  establish  the  Ptf 
Doctrine,  by  cultivating  peace  and  unity  In  the  Church,  and  good  dtlsentdilp  I 
the  State;  doing  nothing  above  our  powers,  and  not  making  ourselves  a  hnrdci  fl 
others.  Such  Im  the  Plan  we  ought  to  adopt.  If  all  those  foolish  things  whld 
have  been  d(»ne  by  the  "separated  brethren",  could  be  brought  before  their  ejt 
by  the  Rev.  (^lassls  and  Synod.  It  might  have  the  desired  effect.  For  notwiti 
standing  all  those  who  may  grieve  over  it,  the  English  Church  will  be  the  domhitB 
one  In  this  Province.  And  that  church  has  always  shown  Itself  friendly  to  al 
those  who  held  fast  to  the  Netherland  CouMtltutlon.  We  could  even  at  tb 
present  time,  substantial*'  this  statement  by  a  multitude  of  facts. 

Itehold.  then.  Rev.  (icntlenien.  Fathers  and  Rrethren  In  Christ,  that  wbicb  w 
have  c<inshlcrcd  It  to  ho  onr  duty  to  r<»ninninlr:ite  to  your  Revs.  We  pray  thi 
the  I'^atluT  of  lljrlits  rn;iy  grant  you  all  needed  grace  and  prudence,  to  perfori 
wisely  whnt  y<m  ar<»  imw  nndertiikiug  In  our  bt'half,  and  that  It  may  re<l<">tind  t< 
onr  snlvjiM'Mi. 

This  letter,  written  thus  far,  1  had  meditated  by  myself  alone,  with  the  Intw 
tlon  of  pl.'iflnir  It  Ijcfor**  th<»  rCrmf<T«'ntlel  A«»Membly,  for  their  approbation.  B« 
learning  that  tho  rortns  ministers  had  circulate*!  the  letters  rec<»ived  by  tbeffl 
and  h.ul  opmly  read  tliem  fn)ni  the  pulpits;  and,  especially,  that  they  had  copies 
those  two  pdlnts  almnt  the  duty  of  ''Reunion",  and  of  "mutually  forgivlu};  <'VPry 
thing",  and  also  of  the  prol>able  right  to  examine: — I  thought  it  good  to  send  i 
copy  of  this  letter  to  the  brethren,  Fryenmoet.  Cock  and  Rysdyck.  with  a  re<inrt 
to  send  me  their  written  approbation  of  It;  and  then  In  conjunction  with  [tk" 
approbation  of|  the  I-ong  Island  ministers,  to  send  it  off.  so  that  n«>  one  »boa)' 
kn«)W  anything  about  our  remarks.  Hut  since  an  unexpecteil  opportunity  present 
Itself  to  fiend  it  to  Amsterdam  at  once.  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  it  simply* 
the  expression  of  my  own  opinion:  with  the  promise,  that  If  brethren  differ  fron 
me  in  anything,  or  have  any  additional  %iews  to  offer,  to  remit  these  at  once  witi 
all  fidelity.     But  I  do  not  think  they  will  differ  materially  from  me. 

The  Church  of  Kingston  earnestly  desires  a  minister;  so  also  does  the  Chnrd 
of  North  Branch,  [Readington].  I  yet  hold  the  call  of  that  Church  to  domln 
Aemilius  In  my  house,  and  have  authority  to  give  It  to  any  minister  sent  by  tk 
Claasls.  Three  or  four  new  congregations  have  been  established,  and  these  kat 
never  yet  had  a  minister.  They  look  with  dread  nt  the  expense  of  sending  for  = 
minister  to  Holland,  yet  they  are  able  to  provide  a  good  annual  support.  H  tk 
Rev.  Classls  should  think  It  well  to  send  over  three  ministers,  who  nre  o* 
burdened  with  htmsehold  effects  and  a  family,  they  would  cheerfully  bear  tbe  coi 
of  tbe  voyage,  and  1  wVW  cnanvwvee  \\\eTv\  a  ^<»od  settlement.  Otherwise,  we  f<* 
that  the  Cootus  will  appoVut  men  \.o  hmcVi  0\xvxQ\i«sv  %vA  «ftW\^  >2Mna.  there. 
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WoreoTpr.  tbnt  ttils  Ipttpr  be  rrna  iiulillcly  In  thp  Synod,  fhat  the  whole 
Cbnrcb  mar  become  acqnalnted  witb  our  elrcnmiUDcea,  And  mar  nnilar 
our  ilirrtrt-nueg  nre  not  ol  n  pi'rnuiiu]  tharutliT:  but  Ibiit  xh,-^  tuuch 
CniiBtllullun  of  tbt^  Nelhprlnnil  Churcb:  thni  we  arc  BtrlrlnQ  with 
bo  bnve  departed  frota  Ler  prliiclpli'B,  and  wlio  are  of  ru  lodopradent 
•J  are  gpnerallf  Inexperienced  In  Ibe  word  of  ligbleousDeHH.  to  Buy  no 
llghtl)-  lirlug  everylblng  Into  disorder,  and   wlBb  to  rule  In  evtrytblns 

0  their  own  pleasure.     We  mnke  tbli  requeBt  so  Ibat  no  orcoslon  may 

1  for  IIB  to  defend  oiirBeUea  before  the  Blgb  Rev.  CbrlBtlna  Synod, 
prepared   thla  slaletnont  out  of   pure   love   lor  the   truth.   I   bope  that 
lasslB  will  kindly  tnke  It  to  heiirt.     And  If  anylhlng  berelD  aeeii'i  to  be 
ud  nnlieronilnii  lo  me.  wbo  am  one  of  the  least  of  tbe  Bretbrea.  but 
well  wisher  of  our  Amerlrap  7Aob,   pleaae  pnrdoD  me,  and  make  such 

ncrordlDK  hb  your  High  Rev.  wisdom  shall  dictnte. 
b  greatest  esteem,  Rer.  Sirs.  Fnthera  and  Brethren  In  Christ. 
Your  UevB.  D.  W.  Berrant  and  Brother. 

loannea   Kltiemn. 
k,   Maroh  21,   1T6S. 

(Entered.    No.    4141.7) 

CiruRcir  OF  New  York. 

New  Tork,  March  20th,  1769. 

■y  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

committee  was  formerly  appointed  (o  overlook   the  bonda  o(  the  cburcb, 

nslstory  Is  not  aware  of  tbeir  report ;      ReaolTed,  Tbat  two  Elders  shall 

e  mittiitee  In  tbe  (liurcb  Book,  and  If  still  In  aervlce.  shall  do  tbe  work 

:he  report  to  the  Consistory.     And  hereafter  every  year  a  new  commlttea 

■rs  shall  be  appointed  for  tbis  parpase.     For  tbe  prssent  Bvert  Uaneker, 

■Itas.  and  Ab.  l.ott  are  appointed. 

.  That  a  call   be  made  out   upon   Mr.   LlilnKSton.   now   at  Utrecbt.   upon 

jotlnK  as  that  upon  domloe  I.aldlle,  and  that  It  be  sent  to  tbe  Dcpufnd  ad 

rlersnu,  to  determine  tofiether  concernlnR  the  eiternalB  ot  Mr.  Livingston, 
illy  hlB  voice,  wbether  be  could  be  heard  in  a  full  congregation,  or  It 
unsulted  to  Rceompllsh  tbe  object  of  tbe  consistory;  and  that  domlne 
appointed  to  prepare  the  draft. 

Arch,  l^ldlte,  p.  t  Pcesldent. 

tOtb  of  March.  I17B!>1  tbe  CooBlsloty  being  held  again,  the  written  call, 
conipnnylns  letter  to  Iho  gcDtlcmen  empowered  lo  take  charge  of  It,  wal 
It  was  subsequently  given  to  domlne  Rltiema,  who  was  requested  to 
I  fair  copy  In  time  lo  be  forwarded  tomorrow, 

.1.  TO  Tti;v.  ,Tonx  IT.  Lui.vr.sTON,  xow  at  Utrecht. 

morbing  completion  of  our  Third  Church  called  the  North  (Church), 
■  Cotislsinry  |o  look  around  for  a  STilIiihle  niliiisier  to  perfirm  seivlce 
s  with  the  one  now  eslabllBhed  In  the  Second,  otherwlBe  called  the  New 
EngllBb. 

Ib.  that  on  Ibe  2nth  of  March,  a  day  on  wblcb  we  recall  with  pleaaura 
arrival  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Archltiald  Leidlle  in  our  body  (In  1704).  ths 
nnnnlinoiisly  resolved  to  make  ont  their  call  upon  you  for  a  fourth 
I  their  roPKroBnllon.  nnd  tbe  Second  In  tbe  Engllub  toncue. 
u  ore  no  strancer  In  onr  Jerusalem,  we  have  no  need  to  relate  clrcDm- 
:he  state  of  our  Congre^^atlon.  Tbe  call  of  domlne  Archibald  Laldlle  and 
oervlce.  out  of  the  toor  held  In  the  two  churehea,  hat  limited  to  the  New 
tbe  U5ual  time  of  worship  on  the  lyird's  day;  that  thia  limitation  com- 

or  to  b«  with  ont  public  worship :  that  tbla,  we  ■>;,  bat  Kwa.^«b<A  <ib« 
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seal  of  many  to  make  their  contrlbatlons  for  the  erection  of  a  Third  Chvrdi,  Intcaded 
only  for  the  Reformed  worship  in  English,  which  nnder  the  bleasliig  of  Heaven  It 
nearly  completed,  is  proof  enough  of  the  earnestness  of  the  Congregatloiiv  aad  of 
the  necessity  of  a  colleague  for  domine  Laldlie,  especially  In  the  Bngltih  Idbcm; 
Shall  the  sheep  under  our  care  be  compelled  to  seek  pasture  among  strangers?  SkaQ 
our  excellent  church  building  be  erected  in  Tain?  A  minister  therein  la  abaolnteiy 
necessary.  Tou  have  gone  from  us  to  complete  your  studies  In  the  reaowd 
Academy  of  Utrecht,  and  we  have  hope  that  you  have  already  become  a  canJIditty 
and,  therefore,  are  in  a  condition  to  be  called.  We  offer  then  this  onr  call  la  tfee 
name  of  the  Congregation,  who,  by  subscription,  haye  strengthened,  and  dally  mtn 
and  more  strengthen  us,  to  give  a  sufficient  yearly  support. 

1.  The  service  required  of  you  is  to  preach  with  domine  Laldlie  In  the  aboff 
mentioned  churches  in  English,  twice  a  week,  either  on  the  Lord's  day  or  ones  la  tki 
week;  yet  you  are  not  excluded  from  occasionally  rendering  serrlce  In  the  Oatch, 
If  you  are  able,  since  that  is  desired  by  many  among  us.  Of  the  two  sermons,  oM 
must  be  on  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  in  order,  as  is  nsnal  in  our  church.  Yoo  tn 
also  in  your  turn  to  administer  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  preach  the  preparatory  bv> 
mon ;  also  to  preach  on  the  so-called  Festivals,  Easter,  Pentecoat,  Ascension  day, 
Christmas,  and  the  days  of  Prayer  and  Thanks  recommended  by  the  Anthorittea,  is 
your  order,  according  to  the  turns  as  they  shall  be  regulated  by  the  Conaistory  fria 
time  tp  time,  for  the  best  interest  of  the  Congregation ;  together  with  catechisios  li 
the  elements  of  religion.  Further,  you  are  to  do  all  that  becomes  a  faithful  miatats 
of  the  Holy  Gospel,  in  order,  with  your  colleagues  and  the  OTcrseera  of  the  eoo|i»- 
gation,  to  govern  the  same  in  the  exercise  of  christian  discipline. 

2.  On  our  part  we  promise  to  pay  you  yearly  the  sum  of  Three  Hundred  ponsdik 
New  York  money,  being  the  same  sum  which  is  paid  to  the  Dutch  ministen  aal 
domine  Laldlie,  and  an  exact  fourth  every  quarter ;  for  which  payment,  althou^  tt 
must  come  from  a  voluntary  subscription  of  the  congregation,  we  bind  ourselves  ut 
Consistory,  in  qualitate  qua;  and  shall  provide,  according  as  is  the  case,  with  ctek 
new  Consistory,  before  their  ordination,  that  such  shall  be  done  by  our  succenon, 
so  long  as  you  are  our  minister. 

The  expenses  of  the  call,  freight,  assurance  of  goods,  the  Consistory,  aecordiaf  ti 
custom,  esti'ems  It  their  duty  thankfully  to  defray.  The  salary  will  begin  from  tbt 
day  of  your  arrival  here. 

Now  since  the  Congregation  know  you  personally,  and  many  among  us  have  frMi 
time  to  time  heard  a  good  report  of  you  in  your  absence,  the  Consistory  feel  tka- 
selves  bound  to  deliver  to  you  this  call  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord;  looking  op  to  Goi 
that  their  undertaking  uiay  be  blessed,  and  your  heart  inclined  to  accept  it  1b  t^ 
fear  of  the  Lord ;  that  thus  the  sighing,  of  the  pious  may  be  heard,  and  jti* 
reverence  come  to  us  with  all  speed  in  the  full  blessing  of  the  Gospel. 

Archibald  Laldlie,  p.  t  PresidCBt 
Joannes  Ritzema 
Lambertus  de  Ronde. 
Thus  done  in  our  Consistory, 
at  New  York,  March  31,  17G9. 


CiiuEcii  OF  Xew  York. 

To  the  Reverend  and  Learned  Professors  In  the  High  School  and  Deputies  <rf  *^ 
Reverend  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  Messrs.  Wilhelmus  Koolhaas  and  Petnu  C9^ 
tenius:  (March  31.  1769.)     Vol.  33.  page  144.     No.  409. 

Reverend  Brethren : — 

It  has  pleased  the  Lord  in  his  kind  providence  so  to  biesa,  for  about  five  Jf^^ 
our  enterprise  of  calling  a  minister  in  the  English  lang\iage  for  onr  Dutch  0)np«- 
gallon,  that,  in  order  to  leave  the  Dutch  service  undisturbed,  we  were  obliged  to 
build  a  New  Church,  the  completion  of  which  demands  a  new  English  mlnlftff. 
Since  the  student  John  H.  Livingston,  now  resident  at  Utrecht,  who,  we  soppoee,  li 
a  candidate.  Is  known  to  us  as  a  young  man  who  has  devoted  himself  entirely  to  tbt 
Lord's  service,  and  is  honored  with  the  praise  of  the  Academy  of  Utreeht,  wt  dosK 
not  that  he  Is  furnished  wU\i  iVie  sVlta  required  to  serve  the  eongrecatiai  flf  C**** 
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nul  thi  BceomiiuiTlDg  call   to  jou  with   the  carneft   rcqneit  to 
cc,  BDil  pot  tb(  ume  In  bla  bands. 

Tat  tbere  li  one  dlfflenltj  vbleh  affects  too  maoj  of  our  members,  and  bas  made 
UMm  slow  In  labscrililDg.  and  itlll  dubious  aboat  doing  aa  the  otbera,  rls.,  that  Ur. 
Urlncston  has  a  weak  voice  and  could  Dot  be  beard  bj  ever;  one.  Bat  a  flood  *olc* 
is  ccrtalnl;  demanded  In  our  New  or  Second  Church,  whicb  Is  a  large  building  and 
nqalrca  ■  penetratlug  Tolce  to  make  all  hear.  Yet  ve  hope  that  our  Third  or 
Mortb  Cbnrcb.  soon  to  be  dedicated,  will  be  much  more  eaej  to  speak  In.  Yon  will, 
tbercfore,  with  Messrs.  LongueTllle  and  Orlerson,  ministers  of  the  English  congre- 
■■tloii.  and  the  members  of  the  Rev.  Clasals  of  Amsterdam,  make  a  test  of  this 
Matter;  so  that  Mr.  Llrlngston.  bowerer  quailBed  olberwlse,  ma;  not  be  called 
wllhoDt  further  knowledge  on  this  point.  This.  partJcularlj  lu  New  York,  Is  a 
Matter  much  regarded.  But  If  tbere  Is  no  fear  In  this  respect,  let  the  call  b« 
•leviiled  ■■  soon  as  possible,  and  this  gentleman  sent  over  to  as :  because  thee* 
■Intsters  cannot  posslbl;  perform  the  serrlce  In  three  churches  as  It  should  be  done. 

Wlibing  70U  the  blessing  of  tbe  Lord  In  carrjlnfc  out  this  work,  bj  which  jou  will 
ebllflc  as  In  the  highest  degree,  we.  on  our  side,  sball  do  In  return  what  In  as  llet, 
tf  not  In  deeds,  jtt  b;  showing  a  thankful  recognlllon  at  all  time*  and  occisloni. 

With  desires  for  blessings  apon  jour  persons  and  Important  mlulatratlons,  we 
•abscTlbe  ourselTea.  Rct.  Brethren  and  Esteemed  Assoclateat 

Your  humble  servant  etc.. 

Signed  etc., 
R««  York,  Uareh  81,  1768.  Arch.  Laldlle.  p.  t.  President. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Conferentie  Assembled  at  New 

York.     April  3,  1769.     Vol.  31,  page  322.     No.  103. 

ler.  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren : — 

Te  despatched  lost  rear,  1768,  (wo  letters  to  rou,  the  flrst  dated  June  6tb,  and 
tke  second.  October  3rd. 

In  Ihe  flrst.  we  Informed  yon  that  we  were  engagea  upon  a  Plan  for  tbe  anion  of 
a«  divided  Churches  lu  New  Netherlsnd  :  in  tbe  lecoad,  we  commnnicated  the  aetoal 
ntlinn  of  ssld  Plan,  and  told  how  the  sanie  was  taken  up  by  the  Cbrlallau  SfDod 
MNoKb  Holland,  od  refer«ndufn.  We  trust,  therefore,  that  you  will  prailalonallj 
tUde  thereby  antll  we  cnn  send  you  the  concluaioue  of  tbe  Synod  of  this  year. 

Vnntlme  it  Is  our  hope  that  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypera,  of  whom  we  made  men- 
"■»  In  Che  r.  S.  of  our  last  letter,  has  already  arrived  among  yon  In  health,  and 
Itel  bis  service  Is  allogelber  blessed.  We  also  suppose  tbal  yoa  have  received  tbe 
,  HlDDtn  of  (be  Synod  held  In  IT6T,  which  we  enclosed  In  our  last  and  there  follows 
■»  Ibe  Minutes  of  1T68. 

briber  we  commend  to  jou  wKh  all  brotberlj  stfectlon,  the  constant  practice  of 
*Bllj  iDd  peace.     With  heartfelt  desire  for  blessing  on  yourselves  aud   ministry. 


^-  B.    We  request  you  to  communicate  this  letter  to  (be  B«v,  Brethren  ol  tlia 
'^tiu.  vith  onr  greeting. 

Chukch  of  New  York. 
Eev.  De  Ronde  illegally  performs  a  marriage. 

New  York,  April  U.  1T60. 
Coutnorr  bcU  after  calling  on  Qod's  name. 

lb.  Bamt   B*brlB£  pretentea  s   written   charge  against   6oia\ne  listoXj^TUn  ^ 
^*H  Or  cteMfRMfoetr  mmrrriDg  bit  daughter   to  a  aoldtet.  wUhoMt  \\ceti«e  Ivom 
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th«»  (lovernniont  or  publication  of  buns,  with  many  accompanying  clrcumstaDces 
which  frreatly  a^prravate  the  case;  and  demanded  that  the  Consistory  should  deal 
with  his  ReTerence  according  to  the  discipline  of  the  Chorch« 

Whereon   domine  de   Uonde  was  heard,   stating  that   he  had   been  deceived,  and 
had  not  sinned  against  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  therefore  was  not  punishable,  but 
the  Consistory  were  not  satistled  from  his  defence  that  he  bad  followed  the  liwi 
which  he  know  and  must  have  known.     The  Consistory,  therefore.  Is  convinced  of 
'the   Imprudence   of  his  act     It   also  conflicts  with    various   resolutions  of  Synod, 
which   enable   them    to   take   up  the  case.     Great  Is   the  dissatis'action   which  tlie 
occurrence  has  given,  not  only  to  the  friends  of  the  bride,  but  also  to  the  whole 
city,   and   the   churches   of   various   denominations   therein.     Nevertheless  the  Con- 
sistory will  show  Indulgence  to  his  Reverence's  person  and  weighty  office,  and  for 
this   time,   inflict  no  other  punishment   than  a   serious  exhortation   to  ask  pardoo 
from  the  complainants,  with  a  promise  to  bear  himself  with  more  prudence  in  the 
future.     The  complainants  are  likewise  to  deport  themselves  peaceably  and  res&rd 
the  sad  occurrence  as  a  deception,  In  which   the  proper  caution  was  not  used  u 
It  should  have  been. 

This  roKoIutlon  wns  rend  oiH'nIy  to  both  parties  and  with  the  desired  resalt  that 
thoy  became  reconciled  and  shook  hands. 

The  committee  to  examine  the  appraisement  of  seats  In  the  North  Chnrcb,  re- 
ported orally  their  approval  of  the  same,  which  the  Consistory  accepted  and  reitid 
therein. 

The  same  committee  was  farther  directed  to  prepare  such  regulations  as  the; 
should  deem  necessary  for  the  sale  or  renting  of  the  pews. 

Signed  etc., 

Arch.  LaidUe,  p.  t  President 

Consistory  of  Kixc.ston   to  Mr.   Cornei-ius  Clopper,  Mer- 
chant OF  New  York,  April  15,  1769. 
Portfolio,  "  New  York,"  Vol.  II. 

Rev.   Sir  and   Much   Respected   Friend. — 

Till  now,  we  have  with  patience,  and  yet  with  strong  desire,  waited  to  obtain 
a  minister  in  answer  to  the  call  sent  by  our  church  to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amster- 
dam. Kver  since  Rev.  (W)  Kuypers'  departure  from  Holland,  we  recelred  no 
information  as  to  whether  a  minister  or  candidate  had  accepted  our  call  A* 
officers,  entrusted  l>y  the  Lord  with  so  large  a  church.  Vhlch  now  for  over  six  ytt" 
and  a  half  has  l>een  without  a  pastor,  besides  contending  with  the  difficulties  thit 
came  up<»n  us  throujrh  Rev.  (Hermanns)  Meyer,  we  are  aware  of  the  loss  sustain*^ 
in  the  building  up  of  (Jod's  Church  here;  how  the  youth,  for  lack  of  catecheticsl 
instruction,  are  growing  up  wild,  without  knowledge  of  what  is  good;  and  ho* 
both  old  and  young,  each  In  his  station,  are  deprived  of  the  living  voice  proclalmlD* 
God's  holy  and  precious  Word.  Then  also,  almost  dally,  we  must  hear  the  clamor 
of  a  numl»er  of  church-nierabers.  urging  us  to  devise  means  for  obtaining  a  falthfO" 
minister.  All  thrso  th'.nirs.  and  others  Ivcsides,  oppress  us.  and  cause  us  to  l"^ 
up  our  thoughts  and  petitions  to  Heaven  for  help;  and — as  the  Lord  works  eTcrT' 
thing  by  the  use  of  means — to  take  our  need  also  to  those  whom  we  consider  to 
be   Ood's   ministers   entrusted    with    such    things. 

We.   therefore,   ndopted   the  following  resolution,   to  be  sent  as  early  as  posslWc* 
and  without  regard  to  any  reasonable  expense,  to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam* 
re(;uesting.   that.    If  no  minister  or  candidate  has  yet  accepted  our  call,  the  sam^ 
to  be  returned  to  us :  for  we  can  expect  nothinc  but  unoertnlnty.     Besides.  a»  P^'"' 
sons  are  so  slow  a1>ont  acceptlnsr  our  en  11.    the   Rev.   Classls  cannot  have  a  fholc*'' 
and  would,  possibly,  be  oMljjed  to  send  some  one  who  Is  of  no  account;  nod  th« 
would  be  wholly  contrary  to  our  views  and  expectations  In  sending  the  call-    ^ 
cau«»e  of  this  slowness,  we  think,  la  not  far  to  seek.     It  Is  due  in  part  to  the  '^^ 
that  our  church  has  been  misrepresented  by  Rev.    (Hermanus>   Meyer,  to  the  ^^' 
disturbance  of  mnny. 

Then  there  is  the  ignorance  in  regard  to  our  locality  and  church,  on  which.  »** 
good  reasons,  we  do  not  care  lo  ex^nUfL^^.     A*  to  whether.  1>ecaiise  of  tli«  »* 
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r  affair,  vre  are  to  be  conBldeied  quarrelsome  we  dare  lo  appeal  to  all  Impartial 
e  wbo  have  some  knowledge  of  our  ctiurch :  wbether  we  ever  bad  any  public 
-OTcriT  with  oar  lait  two  mlnliters,  Petrua  Vaa  Bud  Qeorglua  Wllbelmus  Uon- 
wbo  mlDlaCered  to  ua  lor  over  Qttj'  fenrs ;  or  wbetber.  on  tbe  contrarj,  tbe 
tb  did  not,  during  all  ttaat  time  live  In  peace  and  love  witb  tbem  aod  with 
anotber.  And  aa  to  our  local  Bitualloa.  that  Is  aa  coaTenlenl  and  pleasant 
lat  or  any  nilnlater  aiuonB  us,  and  olterg  nearly  as  advantageoua  a  living,  con- 
lag  tbe  perqulsltea  and  preacnla  enjoyed  annually,  over  and  above  tbe  promlaed 

■y- 

teomslaiicea  are  sucb  tbat.  wben  we  get  once  releaieil  from  oar  call  sent  to 
tod,  we  could  expect  to  be  provided  again  witb  a  capable  minister  within  a  short 
This,  too,  U  our  motive  In  recalllug  our  call.  It  la  not  our  necessity,  nblcb, 
'  Bev.  (Rermanus)  Meyer's  dismissal,  made  us  send  to  (be  Iter.  Claula  of 
lerdam  for  a  minister ;  but  our  desire  to  maintain  the  good  order  and  corre- 
dence  which  oar  ministers  and  church  have  (otraerly  observed  In  connection 
the  Rev.  Clnsals.  It  la  la  show  our  dlapoaltlon  to  adhere  to  It.  especially  as. 
or  own  request,  and  by  a  Charter,  obtained  from  our  King,  tor  the  preservBtloD 
lur  Church  liberty,  we  have  placed  ourselves  under  obligation  tp  maintain 
er  subordination  tn  (tie  Rer.  Clasala  ol  Amaterdam  lor  tbe  purpose  ot  keeping 
ratemal  correspondence  witb  It 

e  would  tnrtber.  however,  aak  tbe  Rev.  Classls  wbat  we  desire  from  the  depth 
nr  hearts — that.  In  caae  no  minister  has  yet  been  obtained  for  ub,  It  send  us. 

Is  to  reach  your  Rctb,  In  some  way  now,  that  we  send  jonr  Revs,  this  letter 
'hich  we  have  set  forth  our  aim  and  dlspoaltloQ.     We  heartily  dealre  that  the 

Clasals  may  have  early  knowledge  thereof,  and  kindly  ask  for  Its  help  In  our 
ms.  And.  having  received  so  many  palpable  evIdenceB  of  your  Revs,  seal  tor  tbe 
ITHs  and  welfare  of  God's  Church,  and  for  1(s  good  order,  we  rejoice  the  more 
tie  hope  o(  no!  being  rerused  by  your  Revs.  We  shall  consider  ourselves  eiceed- 
t  obliged  lo  you  for  granting  sucb  help,  nnd  reward  It  with  all  gratitude, 
arlher  we  desire  (bat  tbe  (iod  of  in'sce  m.ij.  out  of  the  fulQesa  of  His  Treasure, 
T  eul  Dpon  your  Reys.  abundantly  Ills  Spirit  ni"!  Grsce.  We  commend  your 
i  In  love  to  Ills  gracious  protecllon.  Rev.  Sir,  mui-h  respected  Priend,  Your 
iL  willing  servants.  The  members  ot  the  Church  belonging  to  the  Conalatory  at 
PCon.  In  the  name  of  all, 

Abraham  Low. 
iDgston.  April  16.  1761). 

Chorgh  of  New  York. 
Heirs  of  Harpending. 

New  York.  April  SOth,  1T60. 
'sTulitorr  held  after  calling  on  Qod'a  name. 

ItDdhck  HBrpendlng.  of  the  Rarltan,  the  heir  ot  a  legacy  of  £50.  from  Mr.  John 
TTOdlDg,  which  he  haa  already  received,  being  In  great  need,  dealred,  altbougb 
iIee  do  claim,  tbat  the  Consistory  would  think  of  him  In  bis  poverty  and  snpply 
prcHnt  need.  In  view  of  the  kindness  Mr.  John  Harpending  bad  shown  to  tbe 
Itch.    Resolved  That  £10,  be  given  bim  by  Mr.  Jus.  de  reyster.  out  of  tbe  Income 


JotRNAL  OF  THE  CorN'cii.,  New  Yokk.     May  17G9. 

"11  for  Nntnrallitng  nil  Pro teatnnts— passed. 

"D  tor  Incorporating  all   t'nlealant  churrhea   north  ot  WMtc^b«aV»t — Te^ec\.e&. 

'  to  rtpnl  tbe  Hfobtiy  -4 r(— rejected. 

^  Mmj  2.     Blr  Henry  Jfoore,   GoTemor. 
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General  AMeinblj  Kent  to  the  Coancll  a  Bill  entitled.  ^An  Act  declarlnc  that  all 
persons  of  forelini  birth  heretofore  Inhabiting  within  this  colon j.  and  djln;  seised 

of  lands,   tennnieots  or  hertKlitaments  shall  be   esteemed   to  hare  bees 

nataralUed;  and  for  naturallzinic  all  Protestants  of  forel^  birth  now  Intiabltla; 
within  this  rolooj.  Counril  Journal,  p.  1692.  Committed,  1004.  Amended.  Passed, 
1701.     Enacted,  1701.     Sent  to  the  House. 


Rkfokmkd  Churches  Estate  Holding  Bill. 

1760.  Ma  J  11.  Counril  Journal,  1608.  An  Act  to  enable  CTerj  chnr^  or  etm- 
fregation  of  Reformed  I'rotestants  that  are  or  maj  liereafter  be  Mt  np  In  tliat  psrt 
of  this  colony  which  lies  to  the  northward  of  the  coonties  of  Dntchess  and  Ulster, 
without  dlHcrlmlnation  to  talce  and  hold  real  estates  to  the  Taloe  of  one  hudrai 
pounds  sterling  per  annum,  given  to  them  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel,  and  te 
the  use  of  schools  for  the  instruction  of  youth.  Sent  from  the  Aaiembly  t* 
Council  but  rejected  by  the  latter.  Journal  of  Council.  Brought  up  and  reti 
1608:  committed.  1600.  1700;  motion  for  leave  to  report,  negatired.  1706.    (lUj  m. 

1760.  May  16.     Sir  Henry  Moore,  Governor. 

The  General  Assembly  sent  a  Bill  to  the  Council,  entitled,  "An  Act  to  ezsmpt  li 
Protestants  in  the  counties  of  Westchester,  New  York,  Queens  and  Etchmood  fMi 
any  taxation  for  the  support  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,'*  and  desired  the  eti- 
cnrrence  of  the  Council.  Council  Journal,  1702.  Read  first  and  second  time,  ITBL 
Committed  May  10,  p.  1704.  Motion  for  third  reading,  negatlred.  and  Bin  njeetad* 
May  10,  W.  Smith,  Jr.  dlssenUng,  p.  1706. 


Thb  Coetus  of  New  York  to  the  Brethren  of  the  Oo5- 

FEKENTIE,    MaY    3,    1769. 

Rev.  Gentlemen  and  Dearly  Beloved  Brethren:— 

The  Rev.  Coetus  has  lately  received  a  missive  from  the  Rct.  Classis  of  AIDste^ 
dam.  [of  Oct.  3,  1768,]  containing  a  communication  concerning  a  certain  PUn  [^ 
Union]  proposed  by  them.  They.  Indeed,  sealously  urge  a  general  Union.  Tte 
ReT.  Coetus  is  at  present  assembled  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Jacob  Van  Wif!*^ 
and  takes  occasion  hereby  to  express  to  the  Rev.  Brethren  of  the  Conferentie,  bcr 
heartfelt  pleasure  that  the  Rev.  Classis  seems  at  length  to  have  cleared  awiy  tb« 
stumbling  blocks,  which  have  for  so  long  a  time  disturbed  the  peace  of  our  Cboitl>' 
At  the  same  time  she  wants  to  know  from  the  Rev.  Brethren,  whether  tbey  *^ 
not  now  inclined  to  enter  with  us  into  a  Covenant  of  Peace,  in  accordance  with  tht 
contents  of  the  letter  referred  to,  to  which  we,  for  our  part,  are  altogetbe^ 
inclined. 
We  remain.  Rev.  Gentlemen. 

Your  Obedient  Brethren, 

In  the  name,  and  by  order  of  the  Rev.  Coetus. 

Samuel  Verbryck,  Pres.  p.  *• 
David  Marlnus,  Sect  p.  t. 
Datum. 

New  York,  May  8rd.  1760. 

[See  under  May  0,  1760,  for  il,  iU,  iv,  r.J 
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Reformed  Dutch  Chuech,  New  Yobx. 
1  for  selling  or  renting  Pews  in  Fulton  st.  church, 
3.     CoDBlglory  held  after  cnlllng  oD  God's  onme. 


tloDH  agreed  upon  by  the  tletonuMl  Dutch  Cbnrcb  lar  the  annual  rent 
In  tbe  N'ortb  Cburrli:   [Fulton  at.) 
he  annual  rent  for  evecy  pev  be  flxed  aa  hereunder  annexed,  to  everf 

B  there  will  be  aeveral  persons  tbat  villi  Oi  on  one  and  the  mme  pew. 
that  the  pens  be  pat  up  at  vendue  (for  poMeHBlon],  and  be  atruck  olT 
efit  blddec^lbe  possession  money  lo  be  paid  within  twenty  dara.  to 
obus  noQsevelt,  (Jacob's  son),  and  John  Ds  Perster,  lu  order  to  leaten 
said  church.  Tbat  the  Orst  yearly  rent  to  all  thoae  that  piirehase  at 
II  begin  at  and  from.  June  1,  ITTO.  and  be  pnid  wUhln  gli  montbs  after 
the  year,  and  so  from  year  to  year,  nnto  said  Messrs,  Rooseralt  and 
or  to  any  other  person  or  persona  the  Consistory  shall  appoint;  and 
•f  payment,  anch  pew  to  be  let  to  the  Qrst  proper  person  tbat  applies 

a  Monday  momlug.  May  SO,  1T6D. 


uul  Kent  o(  the 

<  Lower  Pews. 

So.     Price. 

No. 

Pric 

45     48/ 

48/ 

40     48/ 
47     60/ 

01 

44/ 

48     50/ 

44/ 

48     00/ 

03 

42/ 

SO     MlDlstera 

8* 

40/ 

51     60/ 

86 

86/ 

B2     00/ 

06 

86/ 

53     50/ 

97 

84/ 

54     50/ 

88 

32/ 

and  Aldermen.      67     44/ 


59 

38/ 

36/ 

61 

34/ 

50/ 

03 

26/ 

28/ 

sr, 

26/ 

Free 

67 

Free 

68 

26/ 

SO 

20/ 

70 

26/ 

71 

60/ 

73 

34/ 

73 

38/ 

74 

88/ 

75 

78 

44/ 

116  20/ 

111  20/ 

112  20/ 

113  26/ 

114  25/ 

115  26/ 

116  26/ 

1 17  26/ 

118  25/ 
lis  •0,1 

''  120  OoventoT. 
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No.  I'rice. 

33  22/ 

34  30/ 

35  32/ 
30  34/ 

37  30/ 

38  30/ 
30  40/ 

40  42/ 

41  44/ 

42  44/ 

43  44/ 

44  48/ 
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No. 

Price. 

1 

30/ 

2 

24/ 

3 

22/ 

4 

20/ 

5 

22/ 

6 

24/ 

7 

20/ 

8 

32/ 

0 

32/ 

10 

24/ 

11 

20/ 

No. 

l»rlce 

77 

70/ 

78 

50/ 

711 

50/ 

80 

50/ 

81 

5(1/ 

82 

50/ 

83 

80/ 

84 

50/ 

85 

50/ 

8(1 

50/ 

87 

48/ 

88 

48/ 

No. 

PHce. 

121 

30/ 

122 

25/ 

123 

20/ 

124 

80/ 
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32/ 

126 

06/ 

127 

Stransen 

128 

Old  Elders. 

120 

82/ 

130 

32/ 

131 

48/ 
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48/ 

ADnual  Rent  of  the  Gallery  Pewi. 

No. 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
24 
20 
30 
31 
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No. 
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12 

10/ 

13 

22/ 

14 

24/ 

15 

20/ 

16 

32/ 

17 

20/ 

18 

10 

20 

21 

23 

Prictt. 


The  Plan  of  Union. 

New  York.  BUj  4tli.  17«Bi 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

A  committee  of  the  Coetus  assembled  In  New  York,  May  4th,  1709,  broagkt  It' 
a  statement  of  the  letter  of  Clsssls,  concerning  a  Project  [Plan]  presented  hy  III 
Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  which  Project  still  II 
on  the  table  of  the  Synod.  [See  Oct.  3,  1708].  Therein  they  represent  th* 
heart-felt  Inclination  for  peace,  and  that  the  Consistory  would  plesfse  to  act,  aeeofi* 
Ing  to  their  ability  to  promote  that  desirable  end. 

To  this  proposal  the  Consistory  say,  that  they  also  hmve  a  heart-felt  InclioatlOB  M 
peace ;  but  since  the  Project  relates  peculiarly  to  them,  the  proposers,  they  shooll 
state  how  they  regard  it,  whether  they  approve  it;  and  if  not,  if  they  have  MMf 
observations  to  make  thereupon,  and  If  so.  what.  And  they  are  requested  to  imptit 
this  Information  at  the  earliest  moment,  so  that  Consistory  may  be  in  a  sltuatloa  (l 
contribute  to  the  attainment  of  the  desired  end.     [See  May  0.] 

Arch.  La^dlie,  p.  t  Presid^t 

New  York,  May  80th,  1769. 

Consistory   held   after   calling  on   God's  name. 

Evert  Bancker  brought  In  a  bond  of  Daniel  Thompson  for  the  aom  of  £200., 
principal,  one  of  the  securities  of  which  had  arrested  the  giver  of  the  bond,  H 
order  by  that  means  to  be  discharged  from  his  suretyship.  This  would  woit 
great  Injury  of  Mr.  Thompson.  The  Consistory  were  ofTered  a  new  bond  for  tl9$. 
with  good  security ;  and  £20.  with  the  interest  due.  to  be  paid  down.  The  carrylK 
this  out  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Bancker,  Keteltas  and  Lott,  In  the  name  of  tM 
Consistory. 

Signed  etc., 

1.  B&tKiMu  p.  t  Praldeat 
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CoaEESPosDENCE  Fkom  Amkrica. 
Coetus  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  May  5, 
1769.     Vol.  33,  page  146.     No.  412. 

nd  GeotlemeD   and   HlEblT-Esteeined   BtetbrcD : — 

'  eommuDkatlang  of  Uaj  [June?]  6  and  October  Srd,  1T6S,  were  a-aly  received 
Tbe  eaDl«nti  of  tbe  aame  gtve  mncb  ntlsfactloii  and  Jo;  to  all  tbo«  vho 

ilr  BlDcere.  and  wbo  take  a  drep  Interest  In  the  welfare  of  (be  Cburch  of 
these  refloDa.  Tbe;  bope  and  expect  tbat  tbo»  tfalngH  wblch  are  propoeed 
vlll  effectual];  serve  to  tbe  promotion  and  accompUabment  of  the  unlver- 

ealred  peace.     It  Is  a  prospect  that  pleases  us  verr  greatlf  Indeed,  eapeclally 

>  It  aeems  to  promise  a  continued  Union  and  F^llowsblp  wltb  tbe  Chureb 
Netberlauda.     Tbla  bas  always  been  slncerel;  and  eamestlf   dealred   bj   ua, 

■  Churcb  of  (be  Netberlaod*  Is  one  wbose  doctrine  and  discipline,  wltbaut 
,at  exception,  eacb  one  of  us  fullj  approrea;  Indeed,  each  one  of  na,  who 
iDlater,  has  solemnlj  suscrlbed  to  Its  Formulae,  compoaed  and  approved,  aa 
ere.  In  the  Netherlands,  and  have  sincerl;  accepted  tbe  CoDBtltuUoD  of  that 
And  oar  aubactiptloua  and  acceptance  thereof,  we  are  elwars  read;  moat 

>  repeat,  tn  ease  there  abould  arlaa  an;  donbta  about  oni  orthodoxy  Id  an; 
cbuTchea  of  tbe  Netberlanda  To  guari]  these  Formulae  most  carefollr  and 
atlonaly,  and  to  defend  (bem  steadfaatlr — especial])'  If  (hia  be  done  In  tbe 

Union  and  Fellowship  with  tbe  cburcbes  of  tbe  Netherlands — will,  by  tbe 
f  of  (lod.  be  the  most  powerful  Instrumentality  of  preeervlnE  and  extending 
,tcb   Reforiaed  Church  In  these  reElons,  In   tbe  midst  of  an  cngulOnK  flood 

eming  (be  Plan  of  Union  communicated  by  you : — We  have  taken  this  Into 

deliberation,  according  (o  your  desire,  accompanied  with  an  earnest  desire 
lee.  We  bave  used  every  means  wblch  we  conaidered  serviceable  for  the 
llabment  o'  that  end.  Botb  tbe  Coetua  and  tbe  Conferentle  were  called 
t  In  New  york  on  the  second  day  of  Hay.  We  flattered  ourselves  tbat  tbe 
desired  waa  at  hand.  We  awaited  the  opportunity  for  communicating  our 
ions  or  deliberations  on  tbe  said  Plan,  ao  that  If  there  were  sny  objection 
I  Plan,  on  the  one  aide  or  the  other,  some  agreement  might  be  reached,  and 
ght  conjointly,  deliver  to  It  your  consideration,  wltb  our  request  tbat  yon 
lay  It  ou  tbe  (able  for  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  BIgb  Bev.  Christian  Synod 
th  Holland. 

apoD  onr  arrival  at  (he  time  >ud  place  of  meeting,  we  foond  to  our  sorrow, 
tie  CM^ercntle  brethren  would  not  be  on  hand,  loaamach  as  the  invltatlona 
[D   tor  said,  meeting  had   been  recalled  by  Rtv.   Rluema.     Nevertbeteaa,   tbe 

brethren,  having  learned  tbat  some  of  (he  Conferentle  brethren  were  In  tbe 

ent  (o  (bem  a  communlcatldn,  wblcb  Is  marked  No.  I,  of  the  accotnpanying 

To  this,  tbej  replied,  tbat  they  had  concluded  not  to  make  any  answer  to 

roposltloD   wblcb  we  might  make.     Thereby   we  were   deprived   of  any  oppor- 

for   further   conference   with    (hem.      But    Inasmuch    as   your   communication 

0  eibortatlon  to  a  general  peace,  we  considered  It  our  duty  to  present  to  tbs 

^tory  of  New   York,   a   commuDlcallon.   marked   No.   2.      To   tbis  they   replied. 

We  then  aeut  (o  them,   No.   4.  and   received.   In  conelualon.   No.   S.     [Bee 

Uay  9.J 

m  tbese  several  documents,  your  Consistory  (Classls?)  will  be  able  to  under- 
onr  efforts  tor  peace.  These,  we  aver  to  be  entirely  sincere.  Yon  will  like. 
>ercelve  how  the  said  Plan  appears  to  our  Coetus  body. 

lougb  your  deliberations  and  advice  at>out  the  possible  Unlra  with  the  Bcoteb 
rterlan  Academy  at  Princeton  do  not  seem  to  bave  reached  a  atage  for  reply, 
F  may.  provlalooaiiy,  say  to  you,  that  It  appeara  (o  ua  to  be  encompassed 
nany  difflcultles.  If  peace  could  only  be  secured  and  we  permitted  to  live  In 
ly  nIatlODS  and  fraternal  correspondence  wltb  the  Cburch  of  the  Netherlands. 
'Uld  be  better  able  to  support  on  Academy  than  any  other  denomination  tn 
ProvlnceB ;  and  bealdea  thia  ability  of  ours  would  gradually — (auresleerenT 
pel)     It  appeara  to  be  tbe  unenlmoua  opinion  of  tbe  Tmaleea   (CaI«A«I«n^ 

Ouuter,  that  we  muat  obtain  a  Professor  fmm  the  KctbnUnda. 
J19 
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Our  views  concerning  the  goyernment  of  the  Charch  we  hare  ezpre«ed  In 
4,  although  Tery  briefly.     We  leave  in  that  form  for  the  present     We  would 
press  also  our  willingness  to  accept  the  requirement  to  support  close  eeeli 
connection   or  rather   Union    (with   the   Netherland  Church),   althoogfa  a 
Appeal  from  our  country   to  the  Church   of  the  Netherlands,  on   accoont  of 
peculiar  civil  and  ecclesiastical   reciprocity  on  either  side,  never  can  take 
This  lack,  however,  is  somewhat  remedied,  by  the  (two  kinds  of)   A ssrmbllM  wl 
you  recommend  to  us,  wheheby.  when  necessity  arises  a  regular  appeal  from  a 
to  a  higher  Assembly  can  take  place. 

Praying  for  the  most  precious  blessing  of  the  Lord  upon  you,  we  remain. 

Your  Brethren, 

Samuel  Verbryck,  President,  pi  t 
David  llarinus,   Scribe,  p.  t 
By  Order  of  the 

Coetus  of  New  York, 
May  0,  1769. 

P.  S.  Amid  all  the  difficulties  that  seem,  at  present,  to  Impede  the  attainmul 
of  peace,  there  is  none  greater  than  the  introduction  of  ministers  Into  chorelMf 
in  opposition  to  their  wishes.  This  Is  a  practice  which,  from  time  to  time, 
Coetus  has  carefully  avoided,  although,  repeatedly,  opportunities  have  occurred  Ut 
an  opposite  course;  yet  we  have  resisted  the  practice  even  In  reference  to 
of  the  most  Important  churchea  Now  since  you  greatly  urge  the  duty  of  a 
general  peace,  covering  every  locality,  we  desire  and  hope  that  you  will 
countenance  the  introduction  of  ministers  in  churches  where  such  In 
would  surely  widen  the  breach,  and  render  the  accomplishment  of  peace  Imj 

Permit  us.   Brethren   to  recommend   to  your   special   consideration   the 
case  of  Rev.    (Ilarmanus)   Meyer,  although  he  does  not  belong  to  the  Coetoa 
is  indeed  true  that  he  has  been  disciplined  by  a  limited  meeting   (a  elrcolt), 
by   a   more   general    Assembly   he   has   been    relieved.     He   Is   a   minister  wfee 
unblamable  in  conduct,  and  orthodox  in  doctrine.     This  Is  evident  to  alL    We 
of  c|)inIon  that  the  differences  in  relation  to  his  case  can  easily  be  remedied  by 
brethren  when  united.     We  leave  It  to  your  judgment  whether  the  Introdnetloi 
another  minister  Into  that  church  (Kingston)  would  not  make  the  adjustment 
difficult  of  accomplishment.     We  desire   that  the  sending  of  a   minister  to 
churches  might  be  postponed  until  at  least  the  result  of  this  general  effort  aliv 
peace  may  be  seen. 

If  the  Classls  thinks  it  proper  to  favor  us  with  an  answer,  be  kind  enoogi^tl 
direct  it  to 

Mr.  Dirk  Brlnkerhoff. 
Merchant,  New  Yoct 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     Fall  of  1769. 

Certain  ^Members  of  tho  Conferentie  to  the  Classis'of  AmsterdaiBr 
May  5,  1769,  Vol.  33,  page  145,  No.  411.  ^ 

(Abstract.) 

A  letter  from  certain  members  of  the  Conferentie,  dated  New  York,  May  Ar 
1769;  signed  by  Johannes  Casperus  Freyenmoet.  (jerhardus  Cock,  Isaak  Ryedyk  i^A 
Johannes  Michael  Kern,  ministers  respectively  at  the  Manor,  at  the  Camp  afl^ 
Rhlnebeck,  at  Pougbkeepsle,  and  at  New  York. 

They  thank  us  for  our  missive  of  Oct  3,  1768 ;  as  also  for  our  contlnned  waUi^ 
fulness  over  the  American  churches,  msnifest  at  this  time.  In  the  drawing  op  ^ 
a  Plan  for  uniting  the  Conferentie  Assembly  with  the  so-called  Coetoe — ^whl^ 
had  by  us  (the  Deputies)  been  placed  on  the  table  of  the  Christian  Synod  of  NortV 
Holland. 

They  declare,  however,  that  they  could  have  wished  that  this  Plan  bad  lM# 
previously  communicated  to  them  for^  consideration ;  first  In  tfafi(r  OonatotofMi 
and  afterwards.  In  their  ConietenUe  Aisembly,  the  result  to  be  dommvilcated  to  wt 
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elr  complaint  is,  that  this  Plan  has  now,  in  nearly  all  the  chnrchea,  glTen 
loo  for  an  unusual  amount  of  confusloii — which  also,  besides  the  unfityorable- 
of  the  season,  was  the  reason  why  several  of  their  brethren  had  not  come 
.  to  attend  the  Conferentie  Assembly;  and,  as  signers,  had  not  been  able  to 
rlth  those  of  the  Coetus  who  were  assembled  at  New  York  at  the  same  time, 
were  the  less  in  a  condition  to  do  this  because  they  had  not  been  com- 
ooed  by  their  Consistories  beyond  drawing  up,  and^  sending  OTer  their  cbser- 
na  on  this  Plan,  as  they  had  understood  the  matter  from  the  accompanying 
r  addressed  to  the  very  Rey.  Synod;  which  they  now  ask  the  Deputies  to  lay 

0  the  Synod. 

ey  declare,  finally,  that,  much  as  they  desire  Union,  they  have  resolved  to 
In  true  to  the  constituion  of  their  Church. 
ey  conclude  with  congratulations. 

C0BB£8P0in>EGN^CB  FrOM  AmBRICA. 

'•  John  Eitzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam^  May  9^  1769. 

Vol.  33,  157.     No.  415. 

To  the  Rey.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Gentlemen,  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ: — 

tbovirbt  at  the  time  that  my  letter  of  March  24,  would  be  a  sufficient  reply 
tfiorence  to  the  Plan  [of  Union]  proposed  to  us.    I  understood  the  Plan  was 

offered  for  our  general  consideration,  but  not  that  we  should  then  take 
ilto  action  upon  It.  For  the  Rct.  Classis,  at  the  close  of  Its  communication* 
^BMly  states  that  we  must  wait,  in  common  with  them,  for  the  decision  of  the 
Id.    There  are  contained  in  that  Plan,  however, — for  it  was  proposed  without 

taltematiTc]  modifications  as  I  understand — there  are  contained  in  it  certain 
g%  which  would  be  In  the  highest  degree  disadyantageous  to  the  condition 
mr  Church.  On  this  account,  I  made  bold  to  communicate  my  suggestions  to 
BcT.  Classis,  with  the  request  that  they  might  also  come  upon  the  table  of 
Tory  Rey.  Christian  Synod,  for  its  consideration. 

It  my  fraternal  communication  of  these  suggestions,  to  the  Reys.  Fryenmoett 
t  ftnd  Rysdyck,  Inyolyed  me  in  new  difficulties.  For  Rey.  Rysdyck  took  it 
a  lilmself  to  send  me  a  yery  uncharitable  reply.  It  was  by  no  means  pleasing 
dm,  that  I  quietly  forwarded  my  suggestions  (to  Classis)  so  as  not  to  create 

excitement  here  about  them.  He  came  out,  howeyer,  with  such  expressions 
these:  that  "he  would  not  come  to  an  Assembly  without  Elders  ou  such  a 
Khty  matter."  Yet  he  knew  very  well  that  our  Elders  had  for  years  past 
t  themselyes  aloof  from  the  [Conferentie]  Assembly.  He  also  said:  What  will 
»me  of  us  if  we  differ  upon  the  principal  point?  I  therefore  found  it  neces- 
r  to  communicate  my  suggestions  to  the  Ix>ng  Island  Ministers,  to  Van  der 
Se,  etc.  These  were  yery  glad  that  I  had  already  forwarded  them  to  you. 
was  Impossible  for  me  to  consult  with  Reys.  Schuyler  and  Rosenkrants,  on 
rant  of  their  great  distance  from  me.  Thereupon  I  politely  answered  Rey. 
idyk,  requesting  him  and  the  aboye-mentioned  brethren  not  to  como  down, 
:  we  widen  the  breach  that  already  separates  us;  for,  according  to  his  writing, 

differed  on  the  principal  point.    I  also  gaye,  as  another  reason,  the  plans  of 

COetus  brethren,  of  which  I  had  incidentally  become  aware;  for  these  portend 
bbig  yery  fayorable  to  me.  This  simple  and  truthful  statement,  I  was 
(ged  to  send  in  adyance,  in  order  that  what  follows  may  be  rightly  understood. 
!hcj  came  down,  howeyer.  with  their  elders,  and  dragged  the  German  minister 
■a]  Into  their  counsels.    They  then  also  wrote  to  the  Synod  and  to  the  Classis* 

1  am  Informed.  How  far  their  yiews  of  these  matters  yary  from  mine,  and 
■  that  of  the  other  brethren,  the  Rey.  Classis,  and  the  High  Rey.  Christian 
Md  will  best  be  able  to  judge. 

It  Coetus  Ministers  and  Elders  came  to  New  York  on  the  first  Tuesday  In 
f,  tte  day  which  we  had  preylously  determined  upon  for  this  meeting.    They 
w  Witt  the  notion  that  they  had  now  been  requested  by  the  Re^.  C\aL«i\%«  V^ 
tt  wtXk  the  Conferentie,  and  to  torgire  and  forget  eyerythiiig;  and  l^vX  ii<(A:kAB« 
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was  left  to  be  done,  bat  to  make  a  nnlted  effort,  to  further  the  establlibmcnt  4 
a  new  Academy — Nota  Bene.  The  CInMis  Is  now  no  lonirer  the  Pope,  beetal 
ahe  approTea  of  all  the  llloically  examined  men.  and  of  their  Introdtietlon  brti 
the  chnrches  ai^lniit  the  expreaaed  wiahea  of  a  very  great  namt>er,  and  glTei  tlM 
[the  Coetnfl]  the  right  to  examine  and  ordnln.  They  farther  made  every  atteag 
to  pnraaade  the  abovemontlonod  [ronfcrenttc]  brethren,  that  they  ahotild  aki 
appoint  a  meeting,  and.  aa  they  aald.  thna  fulfill  the  object  of  the  Claasla.  M 
thia,  thoae  brethren  rery  properly  refaaed  to  do,  becauae  the  Plan  (of  ITnloo)  bal 
not  yet  become  a  Synodlcal  reaolntlon.  The  rc^aalt  of  all  this  waa.  that  tb9 
sought  to  make  me  aunpoctoil  In  my  coni^regatlon  ha  the  disturber  of  the  peSM 
Finally  they  entered  a  complaint  against  me  to  the  Prealdent  of  the  Conilstov 
requesting  him  to  appoint  n  meeting  of  that  body,  and  then  compel  me  to  com 
to  terms  of  peace.  In  thlH  they  were  aupported  by  Rev.  De  Ronde.  After  IM 
than  half  an  hour's  previous  notice,  I  was  summoned  to  appear  before  the  Cot- 
alatory,  on  Thursday.  May  1st,  at  one  o'clock,  without  having  the  remotest  knowli 
edge  of  anything.  Six  delegates  of  the  Ooetas,  three  mlnlatera.  and  three  Eldoi 
there  appeared,  who  read  this  letter,  which  runs,  word  for  word,  as  follows: 
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[See  Mat  3.] 

Highly  Eateemed  Gentlemen  and  Dearly  Beloved  Brethren. — Whereaa,  the  Bi^ 
Coetna  some  time  since  received  letters  from  the  Rev.  Claaala  of  Amsterdan,  CMI* 
taining  the  substance  of  a  certain  Plan  Tof  Unionl  proposed  by  their  Re?.  B«4t 
and  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Chrfatlan  Synod  of  North  Holland,  f6r  comMw- 
tion — a  Plan  calculated  to  effect  the  removal  of  the  long  continued  dlffereoenk 
the  Datch  Reformed  Church  in  our  parta,  they  atrongly  orged,  and  the  MMnilf 
the  better,  the  establishment  of  a  General  Union  and  peace.  In  contvequeiiee  <f 
which  the  Uev.  Coetua  haa  aaaembled  at  the  honae  of  Jacob  Van  Wagenen  oft 
communicated  to  aome  of  the  members  of  the  Conferentle  the  contents  of  tUi 
letter.  They  express  also,  at  the  aame  time,  our  perfect  willingness  to  enter  vltl 
them  upon  terma  of  peace,  in  accordance  with  the  purport  of  the  letter  referred  t^ 
Furthermore,  the  Rev.  Coetna  declarea  to  Your  Rev.  Body,  that  ahe  ever  reniilM 
ready  and  willing,  to  cooperate.  In  the  promotion  of  the  General  Union  tat 
peace,  as  far  as  possible;  and  hopea  and  desires  that  Your  Rev.  Body  alao,  may  ^ 
what  Ilea  in  your  power,  to  cooperate  with  us,  for  the  accomplishment  of  tbli 
end,  BO  greatly  to  be  dealred.  In  case,  your  Rev.  Body  should  be  desirous  of  tV 
further  information,  upon  anything,  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  win  b* 
ready  to  give  It.    We  remain,  as  ever.  Your  obedient  Servants. 

In  the  name  of  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Rev.  Coetua. 

Samuel  Verbryck,  Prealdent  p.  *• 
David  Marinua,  Secretary,  p.  t 

Dated,  in  our  Coetus  Meeting  May  4,  1760. 

Thereupon  they  read  their  letter  from  the  Rev.  Claaala.  They  were  tka 
greatly  complimented  by  the  President  [of  Consistory]  becauae  they  had  had  the 
goodness  to  honor  them  by  asking  their  concurrence  [In  theae  efforta  for  ulMl' 
But  this  was  something  which  I  did  not  thus  understand  at  all.  Ther^vpof  I 
boldly  answered,  that  I  took  a  different  view  of  the  matter,  Inaamuch  aa  we  wcn 
not  request  e<l  either  by  the  Claaais  or  the  Synod  to  do  such  a  thing;  alihocft 
the  idea  of  Union  was  the  first  thing  in  the  Plan ;  Indeed,  this  Tory  thing  hiy  it 
Its  very  foundation.  Furthermore,  that  they  [the  Coetua]  had  no  right  tl 
[charge]  the  Conferentle  membera  with  having  refuaed,  from  year  to  year,  tc 
appoint  eldera  to  that  body,  etc.;  until  the  President  [of  Consistory]  flnally  toakl^ 
upon  himself  to  appoint  four  Elders,  who  should  take  with  them  four  Deacopi 
Aod  that  they  ahould  togel^iet  ptepm^  AxUclem  of  Peace,  etc    Ttat  Presldemt  ali 


OF  THB  State  of  New  Yobk.  1157 

1760 
dmad  nc  to  write  tbat  down,  ■«  ■  resolution  of  tbe  CoDilitorr.  But  thlt  I 
TmvtocIlT  tetdwd  to  do,  aa  It  was  Impoaalble  tor  me  to  do  soch  ao  Imiiropei 
das-  Tbla  waa  tbe  caoae  of  a  Tlolent  dlapale  between  myaell  and  my  colleatoes, 
ttt  In  fact,  with  neazlr  tbe  whole  of  tbe  CoDalitorn  antll  flnell;  I  lald,  tbat  If 
tf  wera  Dot  wltllUB  lo  (oard  tbe  boDor  of  our  OouaUtorj,  I  wonld  do  It  alone: 
■  I  4ld  not  nndentond  tbat  tbe  Conslatorf  conld  take  tvon  Itaell  *□  boDor.  wUcb 
M  B*T.  Claula  would  not  asiume;  alDce  abe  flrat  offered  bei  Plan  [of  Unlao]  to 
m  BjDOd  for  moaldentlon,  and  waa  to  await  ber  declalon,  before  sbe  propaaed  It 
m  Mr  anpport.    Tbe  boa)  conaequence  waa,  tbat  tbe  followlDg  repir  waa  glTeo: 


Lbswer  of  C0KSI8TOBY  OP  New  Yobk  to  the  Ooetus,  Mat  4, 
1769. 

Bn.  Oratlemen,  etc  : 

Xhe  Bar.  Cooslatorr  would  aa;  lo  reply,  tbat  abe  btrtb;  eipresu*  her  cordial  aap- 
«rt  to  tbe  (proposed)  peace ;  bat  Inannacb  aa  tb«  Flail  [of  UdIoq]  reallj  beloog  to 
Wh  we  dealre  that  jim  woold  acquaint  ni  a  tlttlt  more  deflnltelj,  •■  to  the  exact 
law  which  la  taken  of  tbla  Plan  [of  Union]  bj  your  Ber.  Body.  Do  jon  or  do 
«n  not  approve  of  It;  or,  da  jon  bare  an;  auggeatloaa  to  make  npon  It.  If  yon 
■ft,  we  would  Bik  yon  to  commuDloate  them  to  as.  as  aoon  aa  pomlble,  aa  we  aball 
M  be  able,  until  tbla  la  done,  to  do  our  abare  for  tbe  promotion  o(  tbat  dealrable 
M." 

Archibald  Laldlle.  President. 

Hereapon  tbe  meeting  adjourned  at  8  o'clock.  On  tbe  followlbg  daj  [HilT  0, 1T89] 
n  mtt  again  at  lO  o'clock,  la  tbe  (acenoon.  I  prOTided  myself  with  tbe  Classical 
MXtt  MDt  to  the  Conferentle,  and  prlrately  apoke  to  the  President,  [Rct.  Laldlle] 
ridng  hbn  tn  the  kindest  possible  manner  to  be  cartful  to  give  no  occasion  for  any 
MNBOerMandlng  between  himself  and  me  and  tbe  whole  Consistory,  by  any  partial 
mtnoit,  and  not  «ompel  me  to  say  sucb  thlnm,  as  in  the  Interest  of  peace  among 
m  I  wonld  rather  not  aay ;  and  to  take  special  care  not  to  throw  the  burning  coala 
■t  another's  root  among  onrselvea.  Bat  he  did  not  act  In  accordance  with  bla 
■Malaea.  Thereupon,  one  of  the  Elders  rose  up,  and  spoke  in  coDTlndng  terms 
t  0M  foollabuesa  of  tbe  acts  of  our  Consletory.  He  was,  Indeed,  a  great  support  to 
■it  Then  Ibr  Coetas.  throngh  the  aboTementloaed  committee,  handed  In  tbe  tol- 
•wlnx  reply:  ' 


BzcoDD  Letteb  of  the  Coetos  to  Consistoey  of  New  York 
Hay  5,  1769. 

Renreod  Gentlemen,  eic. : 

ns  ardent  wish,  the  sincere  desire  snd  the  earnest  longing  after  peace  and  nnlty 
Mit  an  tbe  InMhren  of  oilt  Confession  In  this  country,  as  well  aa  elaewhere.  eansea 
M  to  acqaiesce  In  yoor  dealre.  as  expressed  In  yoar  proposition  concemlDK  our  Claaal- 
Ml  Letter.  AlUtongh  ne  know  nothing  particularly  ot  the  letter  recelyed  by  the 
OMIkrentle  brethren,  yet  the  dnty  Is  plain:  to  labor,  In  anticipation  of  Union, 
(ratan  is  to  be  sooghl  by  antlclpatlOD].  Let  tbla,  then,  aerte  aa  a  more  deOnlta 
■MiBtnt  of  the  meanlnjc  and  anderataodlug  ot  the  IteT.  Coeloa.  In  regard  to  the 
^MMla  of  yonr  letter  In  reference  to  Church  Ooremmeut.  Aa  to  tbe  establlabment, 
ndwbat  pertains  to  tbe  Academy,  these  thinga  belong  (o  tbe  Trustees  and  tbe  dellb- 
■atloaa  of  the  brethren  when  united.  The  Coetiis  would  rather  accept  the  Plaa 
[■<tMon],  aa  proposed,  taken  In  Its  tlgbt  understabdlng.  without  Boy  exception  to 
lag  alUm  parts,  than  that  peace  shonld  not  be  eatabUsbed.  They  are  willing  to  (ai- 
|ln  asd  altogether  forget  eTcrythlng  that  has  happened,  In  to  far  aa  U  ^eA  ot  a.  V"- 
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lonal  nature ;  and  when  united  again,  to  work  together  in  bringing  the  aeveral  coa> 
gregatlons  to  a  good  condition ;  for  in  this  i>articular,  there  ii  a  defect  in  the  Clafll> 
cal  Letter.  As  regards  that  expression,  **  Close  Union  ",  we  woold  prefer  the  tddl> 
tlon  of  the  word,  ecclesiastical ;  or  better  still,  let  the  whole  phrase  read,  *'A  ckm 
Ecclesiastical  Union  with  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands." 

However,  so  far  as  the  Plan  requires  the  signing  of  the  Dutch  Formulae  of  Unltj; 
the  acceptance  of  the  Rules  of  Church  Goyernment ;  Correspondence ;  availing  O0> 
■elves  of  their  advice,  suggestions  and  deliberations;  and  acting  as  flar  as  posriHi 
In  accordance  with  them ;  as  also  In  forwarding  every  year  the  ■Qbatance  of  ov 
proceedings;  all  these  things  the  Coetus  acquiesces  In  and  accepts. 

As  regards  the  names  of  our  ''Assemblies  *',  although  thej  are  not  liseatid 
matters  we  would  nevertheless,  prefer  such  as  are  already  well-known  and  In  vm 
In  the  Church.  These  would  be  more  serviceable  In  securing  peace  here,  and  In 
taintng  the  Union  with  the  Churches  in  the  Netherlands.  They  woold  also 
us  to  be  recognized  as  a  part  of  that  Church.  Such  a  course,  In  our  Judgment,  wodi 
be  rather  In  accordance  with,  than  contrary  to,  the  Constitution. 

With  reference  to  the  Theological  Professor  having  a  seat  and  a  voice,  [tai  ov 
Assemblies],  we  wish  to  act  In  accordance  with  Church  Order,  as  oceasloa  wii 
require,  and  through  the  Depute ti  Synodi.  We  wish.  Indeed,  that  the  Dstd 
Reformed  in  this  country  would  unite  for  .such  purposes.  But  although 
things  are  not  attained,  the  Coetus  will,  nevertheless  countenance  the  other 
as  presented,  so  far  as  occasion  will  permit.  This  serves.  Rev.  Brethren,  to  eta- 
munlcate  to  you,  our  opinion,  expecting  also  to  receive  and  profit  by  yonra 

Wishing  you  all  happiness,  we  remain. 

Your  Revs.  Servants  and  Brethren,  In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Bir, 
Coetus. 

SanHiel   Verbryck,   President  p.  t 
David  Harlnus,  Secretary  p.  t 

New  York,  May  0th,  1760. 


This  statement  of  theirs,  I  considered  altogether  unsatisfactory  yet  the 
[of  our  Consistory]  considered  It  to  be  right.  I  considered  that  they  only  P•^ 
tlally  intimated  their  opinion.  In  order  that  they  might  not  be  caught  by  M. 
Finally,  I  read  the  letter  which  had  been  sent  to  the  Conferentie,  and  showed  tnm 
it  that  if  in  making  peace,  forgiveness,  etc.,  were  previously  stipulated  by  the  Rw» 
Classis,  there  was  no  necessity  for  sending  the  Plan  [of  Union]  to  the  BjwA  it 
all.  Thereupon  I  was  openly  opposed  by  my  colleagues,  as  well  as  by  a  Ui9  \ 
majority  of  the  Consistory,  and  by  the  Committee  of  the  Coetus ;  and,  not  Wlf     ■ 
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willing  to  try  to  answer  everything,  I  had  to  endure  many  insulting  inslnoatioo^ 
I  finally  asked  permission  to  speak  to  the  Committee,  and  I  addressed  then  !• 
these  words:  I 

I 

Address  of  Rev.  Ritzema. 

'*  Gentlemen,  inasmuch  as  I  am  aware  that  there  are  certain  things  In  that  F1>b 
[of  Union]  which  do  not  suit  you  I  would  say,  that  the  same  Is  the  case  with  Dt 
also :  and  I  believe  that  the  same  condition  prevails  In  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  Ne^ 
York.  Therefore  let  every  man  have  liberty  to  present  his  own  suggestions  befort 
the  Rev.  Classis  and  Synod,  and  let  us  then  await  for  their  decisions,  and  onltedlf 
submit  to  them.  That  will  end  the  matter,  whatever  the  result  may  be.  I  »!•> 
promise  you  that  I  will  not  take  any  advantage  of  what  you  have  written.** 

But  this  they  peremptorily  refused  and  intimated  with  sufficient  plainness  th»t 
they  were  unwilling — Just  as  they  have  always  shown  themselves  to  be — to  solnnlj 
to  any  decisions  of  the  Classis  or  Synod,   (for  submission  represents  the  spirit  w 
Popery),   except   the  decisions  be   such,   as  are  favorable  to  their  own  Intsre***     ! 
They  are  not  even  willlup  to  be  obliged  to  call  a  Theological  Professor  from  HoUwd,    i| 
for  their  Prospective  Academy.     Thereupon,  the  following  written  reply  was  ^^eo    \ 
them :—  ■ 
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Reply  of  the  0onsi8toet  of  I^ew  Yoek. 

"That  whercaa  tbe  bull  of  peace  ai  propoaed  In  tbe  Plan  |of  UdIoq],  bai  not 
M  iMcn  agrwd  apon.  thej  can  do  notblng  further  In  tbe  toattec  than  to  reqiiMt 
to  two  miDlilen  belooglDg  ta  tbe  ConrercDtle  bretbren  to  do  all  that  Ilea  In  tbelr 
low  to  promote  peace  In  tbe  chnrchea  or  tbeae  reglom." 

Signed.  Archibald  I.aldlle,  Free.  p.  t. 

Bdiold  ncir,  Rct.  Oentlemen,  tb«  altuatlon.  TJnderatand  and  Judge  for  TonrielTee. 
I  htv*!  that  I,  for  mr  part  am  now  d«ie  wltb  It,  and  wtU  bave  no  more  occasion  to 
M  ttaaMeaooie  to  roar  Bev.  Sodj.  I  Intend  to  clear*  with  taltbfalneea,  to  the  Doc- 
Mm  and  Conetltutlon  ol  the  Church  ol  tbe  Netberlande  to  the  end.  Having  been 
■bilged  to  experience  a  great  deal  of  oppoeltlOD,  with  but  little  asalstaace— oppoal- 
Hon,  Indeed,  more  tban  mr  poweta  can  endure,  I  eball  commend  all  parties  to  the 
bri;  for  I  can  be  of  no  more  aeBlstance  to  help  mattere:  and  in  trrlng.  I  only 
tacreaae  mr  eorrowe ;  jet  I  have  a  pure  conecience  before  God. 

To  tell  tbe  truth,  the  iplrlt  of  fanatlclam  and  Independence  makes  fearfnl  progreai : 
MIe  phraaeologj  le  no  longer  counted,  bj  manj,  aa  the  expreaaloD  of  rellglona  feel- 
kgi^  and  people  ran  from  one  church  to  another.  In  addition  to  our  Third  or  North 
Cbnrdi,  [Pnlton  Bt.].  and  tbe  Preebrterlan  cburch,  [Wall  St. J.  a  Scotch  Secedef 
Qnrdi  waa  built  In  tlili  cllr  during  the  paat  rear.  Another  was  also  built  for  a 
<ptiln  one-ejed.  halt-paid  oDcer,  by  the  name  of  Webb.  In  )blB,  aaybodr,  except 
hvtsUr  appointed  mlnlitera,  le  allowed  to  preach.  An  Anabaptist  mlnleter,  a  fega- 
kr  fanatic,  alao  create!  a  great  disturbance  here.  Dniesa  our  Church  can  be  aaved 
If  a  "Cloae  Union"  with  the  Church  aC  QoIIand,  and  bj  gelling  from  the  Nether- 
kadi  an  experienced  Profeiaor  In  Theology — let  him  tie  located  vhererer  be  may  be, 
I  lliall  never  take  up  arma  npon  that  point — I  fear,  thai  we  ehall  not  coatlnue  to 
«dn  ae  a  church  In  America  Terr  mnch  longer,  although  we  ought  to. 

for  what  la  the  nse  In  having  the  Coogregatlona  sapplled  wltb  mlalaten  wbo 
fitter  lead  IItc*  dishonorable  to  tbelr  profeaslon,  or  are  Ignorant  Iknow.uolhlnga], 
kht^lng  tbe  Word  ol  Qod,  or  at  all  CTente  not  dlscemlag  tbe  mlod  of  tbe  Spirit. 
Ihcr  reiterate  tbe  same  old  platitudes  from  day  to  dny.  Tbey  are  like  a  door  tora- 
k(  oa  tta  hloges,  without  ever  making  any  progresa ;  yet  they  are  aklllful  maeteri 
kladging  others.  A  few  days  ago.  I  had  an  amnaing  example  of  this.  In  tbe  case 
i(  a  minister  who  Is  by  do  meaoa  considered  amoag  the  least.  When  I  sought  to 
tna  the  conTersatlon  npon  the  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  God,  giving  proofs  as 
1  proceeded  from  poiat  to  point,  he  replied: — Sir.  1  am  obliged  to  disagree  with 
fM,  bat  Immediately  became  aa  dumb  aa  a  flab.  But  I  see  oeltber  the  neceaalty 
Wt  the  possibility  lor  bavlng  an  Academy  for  ouraelrea  Could  only  something 
tMmtaent  be  doae  by  (be  Bey.  Clasals  aod  Synod,  I  would  rejoice  In  my  old  age: 
tat  I  bare  manr  feare.  The  best  ones  bsve  become  discouraged :  but  the  otbere  are 
taud  to  go  abead,  and  wltb  untiring  leal,  they  seek  for  adherent!  all  over  the  land. 
I  remain  Key.  Gentlemen,  after  cordial  good  wisbes  to  you  aod  yours. 
Soar,  etc..  Humble  Servant  and  Brother  In  Christ. 

Jobannes  BItsema. 
He*  York.  Uar  Oth,  1769. 

CoNSISTOBY  OF  New  YoRX  TO  THE  Cl-ASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM,  !MaT 

11,  1769.     Vol.  33,  Page  150,  No.  413. 
A  letter  from  the  Consistory  at  New  York,  dated  May  11,  1769, 
ind  signed  in  its  name  hy  Archibald  Laidlie,  president,  and 
Iamb,  de  Ronde,  scribe. 


Eavtag  learned  of  the  "  Plan  "  proposed  by  at,  (the  ClanlsK  uid  \aV&  tMAme  Oa 
^«tT  KtT.  Bynod,  wltb  a  view  to  beaJtng  the  breach  Id  the  Dntch  cboitibM  ot  VimX. 
"WJB,  it  tttf  tb»  llbtTtr  of  commanleatlag  Itm  vtewl  with  TegKtA  to  U. 
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It  thinks  It  hag  frood  jrrounds  for  suppoalng  that  if  the  Confercntle,  as  well  ai  thi 
Coetus — hoth  haTing  been  invited  for  tbnt  purpose — had  on  the  2nd  of  May.  ■• 
together  there,  it  would  have  had  good  results :  and  that.  In  case  both  parties  hai 
still  differed  In  somethings.  It — the  consistory — might  possibly  have  been  able  ti 
act  as  mediator  in  bringing  them  together.  It  states,  however,  that  the  Coetus  hid 
Indeed,  held  a  meeting;  but  of  the  Conferentle.  but  few  members  bad  aassmbM 
because  the  order  for  this  Assembly  had  been  countermanded ;  without  their  innstl 
gating — though  It  would  not  have  been  difficult  to  do  so — by  whom  that  was  doM. 

That,  however,  our  letter,  relating  to  the  Coetus,  had  been  read  to  tbem.  with  tki 
declaration  of  a  hearty  desire  that  they  would  unite  on  the  Plan,  substantially,  tA 
least,  as  proposed  by  us ;  and  with  the  request  that  the  Consistory  wonid  do  its  ftrt 
in  helping  to  bring  about  peace. 

Wherefore,  that  Consistory  can  not  refrain  from  earnestly  and  humbly  regiMStisi 
us  that  we  would  be  pleased  to  keep  on  with  our  most  powerful  ^orts  to  get  Am 
parties  to  unite.  If  at  all  possible.  It  urges  this  request  by  the  farther  constderatlos 
that,  If  this  desired  end  is  not  soon  attained,  the  Coetus,  thinking  itself  poilBil 
aside,  might  easily  go  over  to  the  Presbyterians ;  thereby  not  less  than  ten  thoiHut 
people  of  the  Dutch  churches  would  be  torn  away ;  and  those  belonglag  to  Iki 
Conferentle  would,  upon  the  death  of  their  present  ministers ;  be  in  dangw  d 
dropping  off  to  the  Church  of  England,  where  the  doctrines  of  pure  grace  are  seiicilF 
to  be  found.  Thus  the  Confession  of  the  Church  of  Holland — the  first  to  be  tank! 
in  that  land — would  l>e  found  nowhere  else  than  in  the  individoal  chnrelics  of  Itov 
York  and  Albany,  the  latter  being  still  neutral. 

It  adds,  indeed,  that  the  ministers  of  the  Coetus  are  by  others  made  out  is  It 
Independents,  and  also  illiterate  men ;  but  that,  nererthelesa,  it  knows  then  t»  It 
faithful  to  the  Doctrine,  and,  as  far  as  the  condition  of  the  country  admit,  ts  tki 
Discipline  of  the  Holland  Church.  For  which  reason.  It  would  ht  the  greater  |tt|^ 
if,  with  all  their  churches,  they  should  meet  with  a  rebuff. 

This  Consistory  further  hopes,  that  it  may  be  allowed  to  remark  on  oar  Iln 
(Dutch :  Project)  In  general :  that,  while  It  is  substantially  approved,  it  woald  Mit 
powerfully  tend  to  promote  the  desired  peace,  if  the  following  changes  could  be  wti^ 
in  it: 

First:  that  no  social  Union  (sociale  Unle)  be  contemplated  with  the  Acadeaj  it 
Princeton,  or  with  the  Episcopalians  at  New  York,  because  the  Dutch  chuckfli 
would  run  the  risk  of  being,  with  their  Confession,  absorbed  by  such  a  Union;  tat 
that  the  rc-unlted  congregations  might  better  together  choose  a  Professor  of  TIm- 
ology,  under  whose  Instruction  students  could  finish  their  studies  in  theology,  ^ 
This,  It  also  Judges  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  because  in  the  Netherlands  then  k 
not  to  ho  found  a  Rufflolent  number  of  ministers  who  are  capable  of  conducting  itf* 
vices  in  the  KngllRh  language.  For  the  rising  generation  must,  because  of  the  sea- 
eral  use  of  the  P^ngllsh  language,  necessarily  have  a  service  in  English,  If  It  If  Bot 
to  pass  over  to  other  denominations.  Then.  If  the  reunited  parties,  together,  ct^ 
a  Professor,  the  Consistory  does  not  doubt  that  the  Dutch  churches  would,  wttbte 
a  short  time,  have  a  flourishing  Academy  like  the  one  at  Princeton,  or  like  that  tt 
the  capital,  (New  York)  of  which  Rev.  Rltsema,  to  their  sorrow,  has  been  at* 
director,  (gouveneur).  Being  bound  to  work  for  It,  he  might  easily  object  to  wbit 
would  be  a  hindrance  to  him  in  the  carrying  out  of  our  Plan. 

Secondly,  that  the  (proposed)  names  (In  the  Plan)  of  Convention  (Conventie)  as^ 
Coetus  be  changed  to  such  as  are  known  to  the  Church  Order. 

Thirdly,  It  desires  to  lenrn  froip  us  what  we  would  think  of  the  (Genoflo) 
Churchds  of  Pennsylvania  also  uniting  with  those  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

For  the  rest  It  holds  that  our  Plan  would  be  agreeable,  at  least  to  nlne-tentbs  of 
the  Churches  in  those  regions. 

It  closes  with  thanks  for  our  watchfulness  as  regards  the  state  of  the  cbareb  ^ 
New  Netberland.  and  with  tender  wishes  for  our  good. 

The  P.  S.  contains  a  reminder  of  the  fact  that  the  Congregation  of  the  city  of  T^^ 
York  belongs  neither  to  the  Coetus,  nor  to  the  Conferentle;  so  that  If  any  lettfrt 
from  one  or  the  other  of  the  parties  might  seem  to  convoy  the  Idea  that  it  gave  lt» 
approval,  such  letters  must  have  been  written  without  its  knowledge  and  approl*' 
tlon. 

Finally.  It  mentions  that  Rev.  Rltzema,  l>elng  a  member  of  the  Conferentle,  is  >t 
hla  own  reciuest,  excused  from  aUenAVuft  \.\i\ft  \n^t»"u\,  ^^>\TciVT&ML\lsij|^. 
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COKNBLIDS    ClOFPEB  TO   TUB   ClASSI3   OF   AmSTEBDAM,    HaT    12, 

1769.     Vol.  33,  Page  144.     No.  410. 
Portfolio,  "  Xew  York,"  Vol.  II. 

Lettn  (ram  ConiellDB  Klopiwr.  mercbant  Id   I 
Memupinlrd  b;  ■  letter  vrlttea  to  bli  Hon.  b;  the 
ITOR.     Eitnct  No.  410. 
AUr«awd  od  the  outside; 

To  tbe  Terj  Rev.,  Ver;  Iiearned  Gentlemen,  the  Menrs.  Wllhelina*  KoolhaaB  and 
^itoua    Curtenia*.    ProfeHon   and    Deputies    of    the   veij    Bev.    CIbbsIs   on    fnrelgn 
Atairs,  realdlDg  at  Amaterdam. 
an.  BITS  :— 

Ob  the  arrlTBl  of  Bbt.  Warmaldus  Kujpera  1  had  tb«  honor  to  recelie  bim  In  love. 
Ikarned  from  hla  Kev.  that  the  c«ll  from  Klngaton  h«d,  bj  your  Bevs..  been  oBei-ed 
t»  him.  Besides,  Mr.  BodsboD  Informed  us  that  tbe  Rev.  rrofessor  Koolhaas  had 
Md  him  that  Che  onl;  bitcb  about  providing  a  minister  tor  tbe  eburcb  st  Klneston 
Vu  s  lack  of  persons,  but  that,  as  soon  ns  a  person  offered  himself,  tbere  would  b« 
M  dell;  In  Bending  him. 

And.  as  I  ivBs  aware  that  that  church  longs  very  much  to  liaow  whether  there  la 
tope  of  ihelr  getting  b  minister  In  answer  to  tbelr  call.  I  could  not  keep  mfaslf. 
tem  Informing  thetr  lions,  of  the  fact.  They  have  now  Iteeo  without  a  pastor  for 
A  Tcara  and  a  half.  This  Is  to  tbe  great  detriment  of  Ibelr  cborcb  not  only,  but 
•Ik  to  their  own  discouragement  by  reason  ol  tbe  long  lapse  ol  time  before  they 
*tiined  the  least  assuring  Information  as  to  wbetber  they  could  expect  a  mlnlatci. 
ttty  flnaily  concluded  to  send  me  a  letter,  in  wblcb,  for  several  reasons  given,  they 
WNld  like  to  have  the  call  they  sent  returned.  In  case  no  minister  bad  yet  been 
anointed. 

Bsvlng  considered  this  letter,  I  deemed  It  Bdvlsable  to  send  It,  under  my  convert; 
tayonr  Revs.,  Just  bb  It  came  to  me;  Judging  that  your  Revs.,  could  from  It  perceive 
Mr  sentlmenta  fully  as  well,  bb  If  I  had  given  them,  not  doubting  but  that  they 
•U  receive  such  aullable  cooBlderatlon  from  your  Keys,  as  the  state  of  tbe  case 
Hfllrts.  I  hare  only  this  to  ^dd.  that  one  of  the  elders  told  me.  In  tbe  name  of  tbe 
CMdBtorj.  that,  If  at  the  time  of  your  RevB.  receipt  of  my  letter,  no  minister  has 
K  accepted  tbe  call,  your  Revs,  might  be  so  kind  bb  to  wait  about  reluming  the 
MB  nntll  tbe  end  of  September,  bo  that  In  the  Intervening  lime  solne  capable  person 
taf  poasibiy  atlil  present  liimaelt,  and,  U  nothing  comes  of  this,  simply  to  send 
kut  the  call  with  tbe  flrst  opportanity. 

II  would  grieve  me  sorely  to  see  tbe  call  come  back  without  b  pastor,  seeing  that 
Mat  cbnrcb  bas  so  long  waited  for  one  with  exceeding  patience ;  and  especially, 
kKaise  It  la  so  peculiarly  well  situated  for  keeping  itnelf  In  cloBe  connection  with 
Ita  Hotber-Churcb  of  tbe  NeCberianda.  And,  although  It  could  help  Itself  well 
Mngh  in  securing  a  minister  bera,  yet,  out  of  respect.  It  would  much  prefer  to 
tn*  on*  sent  to  it  directly  by  tbe  Rev.  Classls. 

And.  therefore,  If  It  could  be  brought  about  that  a  capable  man.  one  of  tried 
iMraIng  and  piety  and  of  good  voice,  were  Bent  to  them,  11  would  be  grestly  con- 
^ve  to  the  upbuilding  of  dod'a  Charch,  And  so  far  as  1  am  acquainted  with 
<te  eburcb,  a  minister  aboufd  coUBlder  himself  particularly  fortunate  In  accept- 
^  a  call  from  It.  as  I  consider  it  to  be  the  beat  call,  next  to  one  from  tbe  capital 
"  lUi  Province:  and  tbe  Cbureb,  one  which  emlaently  deserves  to  have  a  capable 
Uilster  sent  to  IL 

At  (his  point  I  break  off.  Commendiag  yonr  Revs.  Much  respected  persons  to  the 
Kolsnlon  of  tbe  Most  HIgb,     t  bave  tbe  honor,  wltb  special  regard,  to  call  myaelf, 

Iht  Bcvs.  Obedient  Servant, 
...    _  Cornelius  Clopper. 

">■  lork.  May  12.  1TS9. 
Tb  tbe  Rev.  and  Verj'  Iiearned  Oentlemen. 

Wllbelmna  Koolhaas  and 
Petms  Cnttenlus, 
Floteaaoia,  et£. 
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Acts  of  ths  Classis  of  Amstebdah. 
John  Liyinostoht. 

1769,  June  5th.     Art.  3.     The  Rev.    John   Livingston,  not 
knowing  that  in  the  month  of  May  there  was  no  meeting  of  Clift- 
sis,  asks  for  his  preparatory  examination  at  this  ClassiB.    Ti» 
was  granted  him  after  he  had  handed  in  laudable  certificates,  boft  p 
ecclesiastical  and  academical. 

At  the  previous  Classis  the  same  privileges  were  granted  to  B0r» 
Henry  van  Eckdom.     xiv.  194. 

Approval  of  Books. — Rjbv.  John  Ritzema. 

Art  7  ad  8.  On  the  report  of  the  Messrs.  Yisitatores  libo- 
rum,  the  Classis  has  approved  a  treatise  by  Rev.  Qert  Kvkor 
kamp,  entitled,  "  Brief  Jointed  Expansion,  (paraphrase  t)  of  Ps. 
XXX  V 11 " ;  and  also  a  writing  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Kessler,  having  for 
its  title,  "  Defence  against  the  Accusations,  wherewith  the  Eev. 
Mr.  Hillebrandus  Jansonius,  minister  at  Veendam,  has  burdened 
the  Doctrine  and  Honor  (Leer  en  Eex)  of  the  ministers  of  th» 
Netherlands  Reformed  Church ;  in  the  dispute  on  the  True  Nataw 
of  the  Holy  Sacraments,  and  who  ought,  may,  and  can  properly 
partake  of  them  with  a  blessing ;  with  a  refutation  of  what  he  had 
advanced  as  his  own  opinion  on  that  point" 

There  was  read  by  the  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  a  letter  from 
Rev.  John  Ritzema,  minister  at  New  York,  dated  March  29, 1769» 
The  brethren  previously  appointed  as  a  committee  on  the  business 
of  the  churches  of  New  Netherland,  are  requested  and  commis- 
sioned to  examine  the  contents  of  this  letter,  as  well  as  of  others, 
which  may  arrive  for  them,  and  to  make  a  report  thereof  to  CUfl* 
sis,  and  furnish  it  with  a  pre-advice.     xiv.  195,  196. 

Henry  Eckdom  and  John  Livingston. 

Art.  11.  There  were  both  subjected,  by  Examiner  van  Ttlum 
to  a  very  searching  preparatory  examination,  in  Sacred  (Dida^J" 
tic?)  and  Polemic  Theology;  also  in  the  Sacred  Languages— ii^ 
Hebrew,  on  Prov.  1  *,  in  GxeeV  oTv"Roxji.  \\  lifter  they  had  preached 


] 
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e  fonner  on  Ptot.  1 :7 ;  and  tho  other,  (LivingBton)  on  GaL 
7,  "  Even  aa  Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  waa  aoconnted  to 
for  righteoosneas.  ^ow  je  therefore  that  thej  which  are 
lith,  the  same  are  the  children  of  Abraham."  Both  gentle- 
acquitted  themaelveB  so  well  in  their  answen  to  the  proposed 
tions,  that  thej  were  by  a  nnanimons  vote,  admitted  to  the 
s  of  public  preaching,  and  that  wiUi  full  freedom,  (voile 
.te:  plenty  of  room).  The  clerk  waa  ordered  to  give  them 
able  certificates. 

lej  sigmed  the  Formulae  of  Concord;  promised  to  read  the 
I  questions  in  the  Baptismal  Form  without  chaDge;  repa- 
id the  condemned  opinions  of  Prof.  Boel  and  Doctor  Bekker  j 
took  the  oath  against  Simony.  The  Examiner  was  also 
ked.     jdv.  196,  197. 

Chukch  of  New  Yokk. 

The  Dutch  Ministers  asked  to  preach  in  North  Church. 

New   ToTk,   JdIj'  3rd.   1T6B. 
■litorr  held  after  calllns  on  Qod'a  Dftme. 
It— lIlnlBters. 

Domlne  J.  Rltaema 
DomlDC  L.  de  Bonde 
CtuTBtolTel  StTnet* 
JobD  OUbeR  r  David  Abeel  . 

Jakobai  HooTCTclt,  Joha'a  ion.  j  Dick  8cliu;lcr 

Di. .  Zacbariaa  Zlkkela  Elden.  i  Lake  Bomma 

Jakob  Tan  Wageiien  j  PJeter  Ketelta* 

BIcbard  Bancker  Abraham  L«tt 

Ntcbolaaa  C.  Bogart  (  Svert  Bancker. 

Wm.  de  Peyater 


Eldera  and  Deacooa  deatnd  domloe  Bltiema  aod  domloe  de  Bonde  to  render 
<  on  Sunday  moralng.  In  tb«tF  tnrii,  tn  the  Nortb  Churcb,  nntll  anotber 
b  mlDtBter  ahoatd  be  called;  or  nntll  tbe  time  tbot  tbe  WeilDeaday  lentea 
■need  again  In  Ihe  Old  Churcb.  Tbey  aald  they  foreaaw  dlfflcnltr.  beeaDM 
•-railed  Dulch  brelbren  were  appoaed  to  this.  Thereapon  the  Eldera  and 
11  broagbt  some  reasaDH  to  prevail  upon  the  minister*.  Domlne  Rltiema 
nawered  that  (be  thing  waa  reasonable,  and  be  wbh  willing  to  Dll  hia  tnm, 
colleiBue  would.  But  domlne  de  Ronde  aald  out  roundly  that  he  would  not, 
led  come  hIghtlylDK  eipreaalona  which  provoked  some  bard  word*  agatoat 
Tbla  brought  tittle  Improvement  and  led  to  a  tierce  dUpute,  and  ao  made  en 
'  the  reqneat. 

Signed  etc., 

J.   Rltaema.  d.  t   Prealdent. 
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Acts  of  the  Deputies.     July  17,  1769. 

Consistory  of  Xew  York  to  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Maiidi.Ji, 

17C9.     Vol.  33,  page  144.     Xo.  409. 

(Abfltrmct.) 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  CoosUtory  at  New  York,  signed  In  tbt  iltiie^ 
all,  bj  Archibald  Laidlie.  March  31,  1760.  Thla  contained  a  request  and  anrhocltt* 
tlon,  addressed  to  the  Rw.  Classis,  to  appoint  for  that  ctaurch^  as  a  fovfth  ■bil> 
ter,  and  the  second  one  to»  preach  In  the  Ekiglish  language,  the  Rer.  John  H.  U^ 
IngstoD,  whose  preparatory  examination  was  performed  by  the  Classis  whleh  WN 
Isst  held,  vis.,  on  Juno  5th  of  the  same  year;  with  an  accompanying  letter,  a- 
tending  a  call  to  the  same  person,  signed  by  all  the  members  of  our  Cooi]itO(T« 
and  of  the  same  date — March  81.  17M. 


Acts  of  tjie  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  Jolin  Livingston  Called  to  Xew  York, 

1769,  July  17th.  Art.  3.  The  call  of  Mr.  John  livingaton, 
by  the  Church  of  Xcw  York  in  Xorth  America,  to  be  the  fourth 
minister  in  the  church  there,  was  read.  He  is  called  to  preach 
in  the  English  language,  cliiefly;  but  he  may  also,  occasionallyi 
preach  in  the  Dutch  language.  The  call  is  dated  March  31, 1769, 
in  the  city  of  Xew  York,  in  America,  and  is  signed  by  the  min- 
isters  and  elders  of  New  York.  This  letter  was  placed  in  the  j 
hands  of  Rev.  Buurt,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  livingston,  J 
who  is  also  to  inform  him  that  ho  must  be  present  at  the  next  j 
meeting  of  Classis,  and  declare  whether  he  accepts  this  call  or  not  i 
xiv.  197. 


LlCTTER,S  BrOICJIIT   Ix. 

1.  A  letter  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  February  21,  1769, 
signed  by  H.  Kroncnburg. 

2.  A  letter  from  Colombo,  Xov.  10,  1768.  This  gives  an  ac- 
count of  the  state  of  the  church  at  the  Capital  and  in  other  dis* 
tricts,  but  complains  that  they  have  not  received  letters  for  two 
years.  The  Rev.  Ciirten,  however,  declares  that  he  has  written  to 
them. 

3.  A  letter  from  Cornelius  Klopper,  merchant  of  New  York, 
May  12,  1769. 
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A  letter  from  certain  members  of  the  Conferentie,  dated 
'  Tork,  May  5,  1769,  and  signed,  John  Casper  Fryemoet, 
irduB  Daniel  Cock,  Isaac  Rysdyk,  John  Michael  Kem,  min- 
B  req>ectiTely,  at  (Livingston)  Manor,  and  the  Eamp;  at 
lebeck;  at  Poughbeepsie ;  and  at  New  York. 

A  letter  from  the  Coetus,  dated  New  York,  May  B,  1769,^ 
signed  by  Samuel  Verbryck,  President,  and  Band  Marinus, 
•k. 

A  letter  from  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  dated  May  11, 
Et,  and  signed  in  its  name,  by  Archibald  Laydly,  President, 
ibertus  de  Konde,  Clerk. 
,  A  letter  from  Eev.  Ritzema,  March  39,  1769,  of  New  York. 

Another  frcHU  the  same,  May  %  1769,  of  New.  York,    iIt. 


CEENINO  THE  PlaS    [oP  UhION^    FOB  NeW  YoBK,  FOB  HaB- 
MONIZINO  THB  ChOBCHES  ThEBE. 

jt  11.  It  was  resolved  by  the  Classis,  that  if  the  Plan  for 
f  York  be  rejected  by  the  Synod  [of  North  Holland],  oui" 
^tes  [to  that  Synod]  .do  then  declare,  in  the  name  of  the 
fflis,  that  the  Classis  [of  Amsterdam]  declines  forever  to 
^  itself  any  further  with  the  affairs  of  New  York;  and  that 
eeforth  she  altogether  leaves  to  the  care  of  Synod  everything 

is  to  be  done  in  behalf  of  those  ohurohes ;  that  she  alao  there- 
I  surrenders  all  the  letters  which  the  Classis  has  received  from 
variona  parties  in  New  York,  that  the  Synod  may  deal  with 
n  as  she  may  deem  ffood. 

hit  if  the  said  Plan  be  not  rejected,  information  is  sought 
!ther  the.  Classis  does  then  have  the  liberty,  while  parties  are 
Dch  variance,  to  act  pro  re  nata. 
he  enclosed  letter  directed  to  the  Synod,  which  was  sent  under 

to  UB  by  some  members  of  the  Conferentie,  must  not  be  de- 
red  over  until  we  have  heard  the  resulte.  Then  must  also  the 
.letter  of  Ritzema  be  delivered  [to  the  Synod.]     xiv.  199,  200. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

1769,  Synodalia,  Art  44.  The  Classis  awaits  what  the  Synod 
shall  please  to  resolve  on  the  pre-advice  of  its  Committee,  in.  ^ 
case  of  New  York  and  localities  belonging  thereto,  handed  in.  last 
year,  and  inserted  into  the  Sjnodical  Acta,  and  taken  ad  ^efe^ 
endum.     xiv.  209. 

Action  of  thb  Synod  of  North  HoLLAin>,  Jitly  26-Aug.  !| 

1769.    Vol.  65. 

Article  35. — Classical  Changes. 

Ber.  Warmoldos  KuTpen,  was  at  hit  request,  dltmlMed  from  tlie  aerrlce  it 
Curacoa,  and,  on  Oct.  8,  176S,  ordained  to  the  lerTice  In  the  ehnrdiei  of  Tfet 
Flats  and  Bed  Hook,  In  New  York. 

Article  43. — ^Attempts  at  Union  of  the  Dutch  and  GEBKif 

Churches. 

This  Committee  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Chrlatlan  Synod,  that  from  tlti 
hands  of  the  Deputies  they  had  received  the  following: 

I.  The  Acts  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coetus  held  at  Lancaster,  Sept.  16  tnd  IT. 
17G7;  Ber.  (Jonathan)  du  Bols,  President,  Bey.  Van  Hendel,  Scrlhe.  These  wcR 
received,  October,  1768,  containing  the  following  Information: 

5.  Bev.  Lelth,  (John  Leydt),  commissioned  by  the  Coetus  of  New  Jeney  tod  | 
New  York,  had  proposed  to  them  that  they  form  a  new  Union  with  one  another, 
and  also  asked  for  their  help  In  the  establishment  of  an  Academy  [In  New  Jerfeyl. 
This  had  replied  that  such  a  Union  would  be  a  good  thing,  provided  it  were  DOt 
detrimental  to  the  Union  with  the  Netherland  Church ;  and  that  they  heUeta  tH* 
that  the  Academy  would  be  beneficial.  The  CommiaaionerB  oC  the  CIa«lf  ^ 
Amsterdam  had  replied  to  this,  on  Nov.  1,  1768^  dissuading  the  Coetus  from  n^ 
a  Union  with  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  declaring  that  no  support  was  to  ^ 
expected  from  Netherland  for  a  new  Academy. 

II.  In  June  of  this  year  the  Commissioners  had  received  also  the  Acts  of  t^^ 
Pennsylvania  Coetus.  held  at  Easton,  Sept.  7,  8  and  9,  1768;  Bev.  Van  Hend^ 
President,  and  Bev.  Gros,  Scribe. 

8.  Bev.  [John]  Leydt,  together  with  two  other  ministers  had  requested  that  ^ 
new  Ualon  might  be  formed  [of  the  (merman  Coetus]  with  the  Coetus  of  New  Yv^ 
and  New  Jersey,  and  that  they  together  should  send  a  delegatioQ  to  the  Chrlstl^^ 
Synod  In  Europe.  They  had  given  tham  a  written  answer  to  the  effect  that  th^ 
could  noit  consent  to  that  proposition,  as  it  would  interfere  with  [aanloppende  tegi^ 
the  Union  with  Holland;  that  they  were  willing,  through  a  deputation,  to  maP^ 
proposition  to  the  same,  which  might  be  approved  by  us  alao,  and  to  reeommef^ 
to  us  also  the  establishment  of  High  Schoola.  They  had  alao  delegated  tB^ 
ministers,  Pomp  and  Henop  to  the  Coetua  of  New  York;  but  theae  had  report^ 
that  not  all  the  members  were  pTeaent,  and  that  nothing  was  done;  bceanae  th^ 
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BzpeetliiK  the  propoiltlODB  wbldi  tbe  Cleuli  ot  AmtteTdtm  wm  to 


9l  Tber  meDtlon  atn  that  ■  certalo  [Chrl»tl>n]  Frederic  PdtIdi,  [FmtIiisI  90 
can  of  ate,  wbo  bad  BlTeadr  for  aome  ttme  Btodled  ISDKO'Kea  and  tbinlosr  at 
■rineeton.  aad  later  received  iQilractioa  from  leveral  mlnlaten,  bad  beeu  tried  b7 
hem.  and  that  tbej  bad  reeolTed  to  examlae  blm  Id  tbe  •prloK  tallowing;  aod 
btr  aih  tbereoD  oar  approval. 


The;  pralae  tbelr  annneia  In  retnalng  to  enter  Into  a  unloo  wKb  IbOW  Of  New 
lork  and  New  Jeraey,  wblcb  would  be  at  rarlance  witb  tbelr  connection  witb  onr 
Braoda,  and  adrlae  tbem  not  to  meddle  anj  fnrtber  tberewltb.  bat  to  wait  for  tbe 
prnpodtlooa  made  bj  our  BTnoda  and  tbe  Clasala  of  Amalecdam. 

Ai  rtgutia  the  eatabllahlDK  of  a  Elgb  School  In  New  Tork  and  New  3er**f,  the; 
lU  better  not  meddle  with  that  (or  reaaona  atated  In  a  former  report.  Ont  STBOda 
Mn  cbeerfnilj  provide  tbem  nltb  worthy  mlnlatera  to  edtfj  tbe  paatorlcaa 
donkea  and  to  restore  tbe  erring.  Tbe  CommlaaloQera  from  tbe  Claaala  of 
Aaitcrdam  take  tbla  matter  eameatlr  to  heart  and  everr  fitting  opportunltr  (or 
mdlng  tbe  neceaaair  meana  tor  aupport,  as  well  as  wortb;  mlnlatera  la  recom- 
Bnded  to  them. 

At  regard!  the  peraon  at  Furlng,  (Foerlng)  wbo  bad  alreadr  been  tried  and 
•MM  In  tbe  following  spring  be  examined  and  ordained  to  tbe  mlnlBtrj,  be  might, 
ipon  ftvlng  inlBcleDt  eTtdence  o(  bis  ablllt;  be  appointed. 


Article  44. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Their  Hml  Hlghttnesaea  are  waiting  to  tee  what  the  Classlt  had  to  report  on 

The  Corresponding  Delegates  bad  nothing  abont  It  In  tbelr  Acts. 

The  Depntlea  bad  no  remarka  to  make. 

n*  CUaala,  having  read  In  fall  all  that  the;  had  on  this  matter  In  tbelr  Acta, 
ttd  tbe  qncatlon  being  again  pnt  all  aroand,  tbelr  Bon.  Hlgbtlneaoes  sdvlaed 
tU,  In  caaa  tbe  Claaats  of  Amaterdam  knows  how  to  nnlte  tba  parties  In  ■ 
rtendlr  war,  it  ahontd  be  antborlied,  In  the  name  of  tbe  Brood,  to  effect  such 
B  agtMoent  m  shall  be  satlsfactorr  to  both  parties. 

The  Committee  accepted  tbla  advice,  sabject  to  approval  b;  tbe  Classes,  and  It 
'Ss  adopted  br  tbe  Synod,  Tbe  Rev.  Clasals  of  Amsterdam  Is  to  await  tbe  said 
Dproval  bj  tbe  Claaaes  at  tbelr  next  meetlnga,  and  tbe  scribe  Is  to  give  to  the 
tassta  abatrscta  of  this  action. 

Ceubch  of  New  Yore, 
Domine  De  Ronde. 

1TS9.  Aog.  21.     Copa!>toT7  beld  after  caltlng  on  God's  name. 

Tba  CooalstolT  look  np  the  proceedings  of  the  preilous  oweting  to  see  If  It 
eta  poaaibie  to  bring  alMot  an  accommodation.  Domlne  De  Ronde  not  being 
meat  <m  aceonnt  of  Indlsposlllon,  the  Conalstorr  sent  a  deputation  of  Elders 
Id  P^^eoBa^  /akobos  Roosevelt,  David  Abeel,  Anthony  Ten  Erck.  ISacliaTlaB 
IMm  and  fohn  Gilbert,  to  ss;  lo  him,  In  the  name  of  the  Conolstorr,  that  tbe 
ttn  wto  h*a  bean  at  high  words  with  him,  woold  lay  op  the  mfttMi  \n  U■fla^A, 
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and  forgive  and  forget  all  that  had  passed;  and  they  also  re<iiMSted  oC  htm  thst  d 
further  blame  hereon  might  cease.  Thus  the  Consistory  would  be  tntd  tnm  ttt 
necessity  of  any  unpleasant  proceedings  thereon. 

J.  Rltiema,  p.  t  Pns. 
Lih.  RStt. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Extract  from  the  Acta  of  the  Synod, 
of  July  25,  and  following  days.     (1769) 

1769,  Sept.  4th.     Art.  5.     New  York  and  Xew  Jersey,  Art.  44 
ad  44. 

The  suggestions  (pre-ad\'ice)  of  their  Noble  Mightinesses  (of 
the  Synod)  regarding  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  is,  that,  in  case 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  knows  of  any  means  to  bring  the  piirties 
into  union,  in  an  amicable  way,  that  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  be 
then  authorized  to  effect  such  an  agreement  in  the  name  of  thi 
Synod,  as  shall  most  tend  towards  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties. 
The  delegates  accept  this  pre-advice  subject  to  the  approval  of 
their  respective  Classes,  and  the  same  is  converted  into  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Synod.  The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  will  await  the  ap- 
proval to  be  decided  at  the  next  ensuing  meetings  of  the  respective 

Classes.     Quod  factum. 

J.  van  Messelaar, 

Synod  i  hoc  tempore,  Cleric 

Edam,  xiv.  210-211. 

August  3,  1769. 


Note  ad  Art.  5.  It  was  resolved  that  letters  should  be  written 
to  New  York,  to  the  Coetus,  and  to  the  Conf  erentie,  and  to  the 
Consistory  of  New  York,  to  inform  them  that  the  business  hi 
not  yet  been  finally  acted  on  by  the  Synod ;  that  we  shall  try  to 
formulate  a  Plan,  as  soon  as  this  is  done,  to  unite  all  the  brethren 
there.     Such  a  letter  was  read  to  the  Assembly,  and  approved 

xiv.  211. 

Letters. 

Art.  8.  A  letter  from  Paramaribo,  May  26, 1769,  signed  by  J. 
B.  van  Kheelen,  J.  H.  Lemmers  and  A.  Gootenaar,  Deputies  from 
Cothia  and  Pereca,  an  eidTOe\,iTom^\Mv^N^aread. 
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A  letter  from  the  Conveiitns  at  Paramaribo,  dated  1769,  with- 
out month  or  day  and  signed  bv  Jacob  Tellans,  as  President, 
Amede  ( ?)  Sunganals,  ( ?)  as  Adsessor,  and  Ame  Buting,  as  elder 
and  Clerk.  Therewith  they  send  the  Acta  of  their  Conventus, 
but  write  nothing  about  the  difficulties  which  were  mentioned  in 
the  previous  letter  of  the  delegates  of  Collica  and  Perica.     xiv. 

211. 

John  Livingston. 

Art  10.  John  Livingston,  called  as  minister  to  New  York, 
states  that  he  had  laid  before  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  in  a 
letter  to  them,  his  scruples  (about  accepting  their  call),  on  account 
of  his  inexperience  in  the  Sacred  Ministry ;  and  that  as  soon  as  he 
shall  have  received  an  answer  thereto  from  New  York,  he  will 
make  known  his  final  answer  to  Classis.     xiv.  212. 

« 
The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus,   to  the  Con- 

FBBSNTIE,    AND  TO   THE    CoNSISTORY    OP   NeW   YoBK,    SeP.    4, 

1769.     Vol.  31,  p.  331.     No.  196. 

Bey.  Sirs  and  Very -learned  Brethren:— 

We  liave  the  pleasure  to  Inform  yon  In  few  words,  by  this  present,  that  the 
(%ristlan  Synod  of  North  Holland,  recently  held  at  Edam,  has  authorised  our 
Claasls  to  deal  with  you  In  the  name  of  said  Synod.  In  order  to  effect  such  harmony 
among  you  as  both  parties  can  cordially  endorse.  Having  learned  the  difficulties 
as  stated  by  each  side,  we  will  endeavor  to  draw  up  a  Plan  of  such  a  character 
that  the  divided  elements  may  be  reunited  In  a  long-for  Peace.  When  this  Plan 
is  finally  approved  by  the  several  Classes,  as  we  expect  It  quickly  will  be,  we  shall 
send  It  to  you. 

Remaining,  with  hearty  wishes  for  blessings  upon  yourselves  and  churches,  etc., 
etc 

Daniel  Serrurler,  Dep.  Scrlba. 
Amsterdam,  In  Classis.  Sept.  4,  1769. 

Chubch  of  New  York. 
Domine  De  Ronde  and  the  Illegal  Marriage. 

New  York,  Sept.  11,  1769. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

It  was  discussed  and  finally  resolved  that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Barent  Sebrlng, 
delivered  April  14th.  against  dorolne  de  Ronde,  should,  since  his  Reverence  had  a 
copy,  be  inserted  in  our  church  book. 

Domine  de  Ronde,  having  been  requested  last  Saturday  by  the  deacon  Chrlstoffel 
Btymets,  in  the  name  of  the  Deacons,  to  convoke  the  Consistory,  replied  that  he 
eonld  not  do  It,  because  he  must  sit,  if  at  all.  as  an  honest  man,  and  that  character 
had  been  denied  him  by  the  Consistory;  that  domine  Rltsema  must  be  requested 
to  eonvoke  the  Consistory.  The  Consistory  resolved  that  this  matter  should  b« 
postponed  until  the  return  of  domine  Laidlie,  when  a  tnU  meeUiifK  itioxA^  \^«  \!aW 
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and  domlne  de  Ronde  be  Invited  into  the  Consistory  in  order  to  make  an  end  of 

the  dispute. 

The  Deacons  requested  that  the  Catechists  in  the  Dutch  and  Bnglish  langnifci. 

,     to  wit,  Mr.  Welp  and  Mr.  Van  Antwerp,  should  be  discharged,  because  they  could 

/       not  without  injury  to  the  poor,  raise  the  sum  of  £81.  to  pay  them  both.    Tlit 

-    Consistory  resolyed  that  both  should  continue,  and  in  case  of  need,  application 

should  be  made  to  the  Elders. 

It  was  proposed  to  return  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  on  the  com- 
mittee for  the  North  Church,  and  who  had  given  the  capitals,  on  the  pillars  thereia, 
tor  their  services  and  gifts.  This  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  Jakobus  Boom- 
relt  and  Francis  Marschalk  were  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

To  THE  Rev.  Gentlemen  Constituting  the  Consistory  of  thb  - 
Dutch  Reformed  Church  in  the  City  of  New  York. 

The  sorrowful  complaint  of  one  of  their  members,  against  domine  Lambertns  do 
Ronde,  for  the  theft  of  his  daughter,  having  married  her  to  a  soldier,  thus  not 
only  inflicting  an  eternal  disgrace  on  Us  family  but  causing  all  the  ills  wUdi 
may  flow  therefrom. 

Reverend  Gentlemen :~ 

On  the  6th  of  this  month,  I  was  informed  by  certain  persons,  that  my  daughter, 
Susanna,  was  married  to  a  soldier  by  domine  Lambertns  de  Ronde.  This  aston* 
lahed  me  greatly,  and  inquiring  into  the  matter,  I  found  that  it  was  even  too  true. 
On  the  same  evening  the  soldier  came  and  demanded  from  me  his  wife,  with  his 
cutlass  in  Us  hand,  not  without  threats,  which  amaied  me,  and  made  my  dear  wife 
fall  into  convulsions.  Having  set  this  matter  to  rights,  I  requested  the  soldier  to 
wait  until  I  had  informed  myself  by  domine  de  Ronde.  whether  he  had  married 
them  or  not  My  other  brothers  going  there,  he  said  that  they  were  lawfully  mar- 
tied  by  license,  and  it  was  impossible  to  break  the  bond,  and  that  the  better  way 
was  to  make  the  best  of  it  in  these  circumstances,  because  he  knew  not  that  it  was 
my  daughter,  or  he  would  not  have  married  them.  But  see  here  only  the  lust  for 
money.  He,  domine  de  Ronde  did  not  ask  my  daughter  who  her  parents  were, 
what  her  name  was,  or  anything  of  the  kind,  but  only  asked  the  soldier  what  her 
name  was,  and  if  it  was  with  consent  of  her  parents,  etc. 

Reverend  Gentlemen.  It  is  easy  to  see  what  answer  he  would  give  to  further  his 
cause,  but  my  daughter  declares  to  me  that  if  he  had  asked  her  who  her  parents 
were,  she  would  have  told  him.  Thus,  Gentlemen  to  his  insisting  that  the  marriage 
was  lawful,  he  made  roe  downcaBt,  and  1  knew  not  what  to  do ;  but  had  he  informed 
me  that  the  marriage  made  by  him  was  only  upon  a  eertlflcate  of  his  Colonel,  con- 
senting that  he  might  marry,  I  could  have  broken  the  bond,  for  they  both  declare 
that  they  had  had  no  carnel  fellowship,  nor  had  ever  been  in  bed  together,  so  that 
had  not  domine  de  Ronde  deceived  me,  I  could  have  saved  my  daughter  and  escaped 
the  shame  which  he  now  cannot  wash  off  from  me. 

See,  then.  Reverend  Gentlemen  one  of  your  ministers  who  makes  no  distlnctioii 
but  unites  free  or  bond,  white  or  black,  soldier  or  citlsen's  child,  or  whoever  it  may 
be  with  one  another,  and  brings  the  peace  and  harmony  of  families  to  utter  ruin, 
because  white  or  black  Is  all  one  to  him,  if  he  can  but  gain  a  dollar  or  two. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  my  request  is  that  you  would  act  in  this  matter;  he  is  subject 
to  church  discipline.  If  he  belonged  to  the  Church  of  England  or  the  Presbyterians 
I  would  apply  to  them  for  redress;  but  since  the  Canons  of  our  Church  are  not 
unknown  to  you,  I  request  that  you  will  deal  with  him  as  he  deserves,  and  as  church 
discipline  requires.  Reverend  Gentlemen  my  heart  is  almost  broken.  I  cannot  ex- 
press myself  as  I  would.  Make  the  case  your  own,  and  see  yourselves  robbed  of  a 
dear  daughter,  and  the  rest  of  the  family  forever  destroyed  by  such  a  money  souU 
who  according  to  my  view  cares  not  whom  he  ruins  if  he  can  get  more  money  thereby. 
Gentlemen  I  pray  you  to  take  this  into  careful  consideration  and  deal  with  him  after 
his  deserts.  Is  that  a  Shepherd's  doty?  O  shame  for  the  congregation  and  Nether- 
lands Church !     I  remain  with  all  esteem  Rev.  Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  Mrrant, 

Barant  Bilging. 
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New  York,  Sept  26th,  1769. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*8  name. 

The  resolution  of  September  11,  In  reference  to  a  dispute  between  domlne  de  Ronde» 
and  some  of  the  members,  was  taken  up,  (to  see  If  It  could  nut  be  put  away  In  loye), 
by  three  Elders,  before  whom  domlne  de  Ronde  and  the  Elders  Lotit  and  Keteltas 
should  appear.  They  should  settle  the  matter,  and  bring  no  other  report  to  the 
Consistory  than  that  the  strife  was  put  out  of  the  way,  and  so  the  Consistory  would 
be  at  peace.    The  Elders  Booseyelt,  Marschalk  and  Duryee  were  appointed. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltzema,  p.  t  President 

New  York,  Sept  27th,  1769. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  Elders  Marschalk  and  Duryee  made  report  of  their  commission,  (at  which 
Elder  Rooseyelt  was  present  but  could  not  attend  here  on  account  of  lickness,) 
that  the  matter  in  dispute  was  removed  satisfactorily  to  both  sides.  The  whole 
Consistory  rejoiced  and  their  mutual  satisfaction  was  expressed  by  a  friendly  hand- 
shaking, and  the  brethren  of  the  committee  was  thanked  for  their  trouble. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Bltsema,  p.  t  President 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

John  Livinchston. 

1769,  Oct  2nd.     Art  10  ad  10.     The  business  of  John  Living- 
ston remains  in  statu,     xiv.  215. 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Oct  19th,  1769. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

The  Elder  Dirk  Schuyler  and  the  Deacon  Jakobus  Roosevelt  although  they  had 
«ach  one  year  yet  to  serve,  requested  their  discharge  from  the  Consistory  on 
Aceonnt  of  infirmity.  This  the  Consistory  granted,  and  the  more  readily,  because 
thns  the  way  was  preiMired  for  choosing  every  year  an  equal  number  of  members 
«f  Consistory. 

The  Treasurer,  Adraln  Bancker,  having  removed  his  residence  from  the  city,  his 
bzother  Evert  Bancker  was  chosen  in  his  place  to  hold  office  on  the  same  conditions 
mm  the  first 

Signed  etc., 

Lambertus  de  Ronde,  p.  t  President 

Dr,  John  H.  Livingston  Accepts  Call  to  Netw  York. 

New  York,  Nov.  7th,  1709. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Livingston,  dated  at  Utrecht,  August  tSth, 
1700.  Therein  he  informed  the  Consistory  that  their  call  had  been  delivered  to 
tilm  by  the  Deputati  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  but  that  his  circumstances 
%ere  such  that  he  could  not  come  over  this  year.  Nevertheless  from  time  to  time 
lie  wonld  write  to  the  Consistory  concerning  the  acceptance  of  their  call,  and  his 
arrival  In  the  congregation. 

Thereopon  it  was  resolved  that  an  answer  should  be  sent,  requesting  him  to  come 
«fer  as  early  as  possible  in  the  ensuing  Spring,  because  the  clce^imvtBLii^^^  ol  XXva 
CoQgregfttioii  Imperatively  demanded  his  Berrlcei. 
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The  Elder  Brert  Buicker,  In  the  name  of  Mr.  Imu  BooMrelt,  uiiwiUrt  a.  ImI 
glTcn  by  the  Consistory  to  Mr.  DsTld  CUrkaon,  Not.  «tli,  1TS8.  Bj  tlila  ft  appMNl 
that  tbe  Mine,  amomiting  with  Interest  to  the  aom  of  ClOW.,  moat  b«  smli.  fte 
the  payment  of  said  snni  and  of  other  debta,  the  Conalatory  took  np  tha  tBUawkf 
■ama:  Prom  Nlch.  3.  Bogart,  £400.;  John  Bocart,  £000.;  Mary  Oonkt,  <IMli 
Jakobns  BooacTelt.  £300.;  In  all  £1800.  For  theae  reapeetlve  anma;  tbe  niiilllwt 
■Igned  bonds  Id   the  name  of  the  Oonalstory. 

SIflMd  etc., 
LambertDB  de  Bonde,  p.  t.  Praridot 

pETITIO!f    FOE    A    CHABTEft    FOB    THE    NbWBUBOH     [AiTOEUOAJ] 

Mission.     Nov.  17,  1769. 

To  the  Honorable  Cadwallader  Colden.  Esq.  His  Uajestj'a  LInitenant  OorctaoT 
•od  Commander  In  Chief  of  the  ProrlDee  of  New  York  and  Territories  tK«(i 
DependlDg  In  America  etc. 

Tbe  Petition  of  tha  UlnUter,  Chnrcb  Wirdeo  *  Vestrymen  of  the  Bodety^  W^ 
slon  Called  New  Bargh  Hlulon  In  the  nid  ProTlnce. 
Humbly  Bhewetb 

That  by  the  pious  donatlona  of  several  Fenons  tbla  Mlmlan  la  already  In  poMH- 
•Ion  ol  Bondry  Tracts  of  Land  which  for  want  of  a  Royal  Charter  Conatltntlac  AiK 
the  said  UlnlsCer,  Church  Wardena  A  Vestrymen.  One  Body  Corporate  and  Folltk 
•re  now  held  for  the  Chnrcb  By  Deeds  of  Trust  only :  The  Inconrenyencles  arUu 
from  tbli  and  sundry  other  matters  In  which  the  good  nf  the  Kplscopal  Cbsrdi  li 
Bssentlally  Concerned  and  which  might  be  obvlaled  by  a  Royal  Charter  hare  Isdoctd 
your  Petltlonera  Hnmbly  to  Tray  that  your  Honor  will  be  pleased  to  Gnol  7°^ 
Petitioners  snd  their  Bacceasors  Ilia  Majeity'a  Charter  of  Incorporation  wllli  nKl 
Immunities  and  PrlTltedgea  snd  under  sucb  Mmltatloni  and  Restriction!  si  sbiU 
be  thoagbt  Just  A  Reasonable.  And  your  I'etltlanerB  aa  Id  Duty  Bomd  lUD 
ever  Pray  etc. 

lohn  Sayre,  MInloun. 

Sf '  S'l.1"'  "■  1  "■*•"  C.r.«.d«  1 

fumnBi   rn   I         ^-VeBtrrmen.  ADdrew  Qraham     VCbalcb  Wwda* 

S«»  wSi.    J  J»l.b011b.,t       J 

Doc.   Hist   N.   r.    Vol.   IlL  p.  S«i- 
Coldenbam  November  IT.  1T69. 

1760,  December  12.     Read  In  Council  and  granted. 

—Doc.  Hist   N.  Y.  Vol.  111.  p.  to. 

CucBcii  OF  New  York. 
Dr.  Livingaton  requested  to  hasten  his  arrival. 

New  Tofk.  Nov.  20th,  lie*. 

The  draft  of  a  letter.  In  reply  to  that  of  Ur.  Livingaton  dated  August  Sth.  ITO. 
and  read  In  the  Assembly  on  the  Tth  Inst.,  was  presented.     This  behig  read,  su 
approved,  and  la  aa  followa : 
BcT.   Sir.   and   Beloved   Brother   In   Christ ; — 

The  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Congregation  In  New  York  was  braiored  on  lb* 
Tib  Insl.  wlih  ynur  tetter  of  the  l<ih  of  August  last.  From  It.  they  lean  sIB 
pleaanre  Ibit  thrlr  call  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Depulatl,  etc.,  of  the  Clarfi '' 
Amsterdam.  Still  they  must  coDfess  tbst  It  gives  Ibem  palo  that  they  canrf 
expect  you  lo  Sear  this  year,  because  the  service  of  dorolne  I^ldlle.  wHo  pttsdw 
twice  a  week,  and  catecblses  foar  times.  Is  so  severe,  that  nnlCM  the  1bb4  bI  O* 
Lord  strcDgUiened  and  sustained  blm  Temarkably.  he  would  fall  and  sink  tata  [^ 
Tfils  being  so,  and  tte  wtiole  W)nete8v^.\aTi  u  -nVlla  tiow  montk  calBag  *«■ 
70a,   -Come  over   and  help  ua,"   the  ComWott  itX  ^ui^  Vq^x.  «»  w<i<i.  >MVa  If 
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you,  together  with  your  exercise  In  preaching,  may  be  In  such  a  state  that  you 
can  set  out  so  early  In  the  ensuing  spring  as  to  arrive  here  In  May  or  June.  This, 
in  our  judgment,  can  well  be,  if  you  obtain  ordination  at  the  January  Classls  in 
Amsterdam,  and  then  talce  the  journey  over  E}ngland ;  for  the  waiting  for  a  ship 
from  Amsterdam  to  New  York  Is  very  uncertain. 

The  Consistory  appreciate  your  zeal  to  be  so  proficient  in  divinity  as  to  become 
Doctor  of  Theology ;  bat  when  they  observe  that  thus  your  coming  over  may  be 
delayed,  and  the  congregation  deprived  of  the  service  which  they  hold  very 
necessary,  your  stay  saddens  them  greatly. 

Think,  dear  brother,  if  the  Lord  should  please  to  lay  his  hand  upon  domine 
Laldlie  so  that  he  became  unfit  for  service,  what  in  such  a  case  would  become  of 
the  youth,  the  lambs  of  the  flock?  This  one  runs  after  one  persuasion,  and  that 
<me  after  another,  and  so  they  are  in  danger  of  becoming  wandering  sheep.  We 
coold  add  many  other  strong  arguments  to  show  the  necessity  of  your  speedy 
arrlTal :  but  you  are  no  stranger  to  our  congregation  and  its  condition  is  not 
unknown  to  you.  So  we  end  with  sighs  and  prayers  to  God,  that  He  would  so 
•Tder  aflFalra,  that  you  may  land  here  with  the  fullness  of  the  blessings  of  the 
Qoepel,  as  early  as  possible  next  Spring;  and  thus  the  sincere  desires  of  the 
congregation  in  your  call  be  fullfllled. 

The  Lord  be  with  you.  May  He  bless  you,  and  at  a  flt  time  grant  yon  a 
prosperous  arrival  among  as.    Meanwhile  we  remain. 

Your  humble  servants. 
Signed  etc., 
Lambertus  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 
Oomlitory  Chamber, 

New  York,  Nov.  20th,  1769. 


Other  Items,  1769. 

Jan.  3.  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Rev.  W.  Smith.  Doc.  Hist. 
N".  Y.,  4to.  ed.  iv.  252. 

Jan.  24.  Jos.  Chew,  Esq.  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hist. 
N".  T.  iv.  253. 

Jan.  25.  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Rev.  Dr.  Auchmutv.  Doc. 
H^Bt  N.  Y.  iv.  253. 

Peb.  2.  Hugh  Gaine  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  (On  completion  of 
I^^Riyer  Book  for  the  Indians).     Doc  Hist.  I^".  Y.  iv.  254. 

Tab-  25.  Church  Wardens  of  Schenectady  to  Sir  Wm.  John- 
son.   Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iv.  255. 

March  17.  Pass  given  to  certain  astronomers  to  witness  the 
'^ansit  of  Venus.     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iv.  256. 

April  3.  John  Rend  to  Dr.  Auchmuty.  Doc.  Hist.  X.  Y.  iv. 
256. 

April  12.  Rev.  Munro  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hist. 
IJ.  T.  iv.  257. 

April  17.  Mohawk  School  at  Fort  Hunter.  Doc.  Hist.  X.  Y. 
it.  261. 
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April  22.    Hugh  Gaine  to  Sir   Wm.   Jolmson*      Doe.  Sst 
K  Y.  iv.  258. 

April  30,  May  10.     Jas.  Adair,  Esq.  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson. 
Doc.  Hist.  K  Y.  iv.  259. 

May  10.     Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Jas.  Adair.     Doc.  Hist  N.  T. 
iv.  260. 

Aug.  31.     Hugh  Gain«  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.       Doc  Hist 
N.  Y.  iv.  260. 

Nov.  15.     Jas.  Adair,  Esq.  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc  Hist 
K  Y.  iv.  262. 

Nov.  16.     Geo.  Croghan  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.       Doc  Hist 
N.  Y.  iv.  263. 

Nov.  18.     Secretary  Banyar  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc  BQst. 
N.  Y.  iv.  264. 

Dec.  10.     Rev.  Andrews  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc  BQst. 
N.  Y.  iv.  264. 

Similar  items,  1770-1774,  in  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  4to.  ed.  VoL  iv. 
264-322. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  op  Amstekdam. 

J.  H.  Livingston. 

1770,  Jan.  9th.  Art.  4.  The  candidate,  John  H.  Livingston 
again  declared,  that  he  had  written  to  the  Consistory  at  New  York, 
but  had  as  yet  received  no  letters ;  that  as  soon  as  he  received  » 
reply  he  would  make  known  his  decision  to  the  Eev.  Classis  as  to 
the  call  to  that  church,  which  has  been  sent  to  him.     xiv.  216. 

New  York  a:?? d  New  Jersey. 

Classis  proposes  to  hand  over  the  whole  business  to  Synod. 
Section  8.  It  was  resolved,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution 
adopted  July  17,  1769,  that  inasmuch  as  the  majority  of  the 
Classes  have  not  given  us  as  free  a  hand  to  act  in  pursuance  of  the 
Synod's  resolution, — to  give  over  the  whole  business  to  the  Synod; 
and  also  to  '^Tite  the  same  to  the  Assemblies  in  New  York,  to  the 
Coetus,  to  the  Conferentie,  and  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York. 
The  draft  of  such  a  letter  was  read,  which  shall  be  forwarded. 
XiV.  216. 
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Kingston. 

Section  9.  It  was  further  resolved  to  send  (return)  the  call  of 
Kingston,  to  Mr.  Klopper ;  and  the  letter  written  to  him,  was  read 
and  approved,     xiv.  216. 


1770 


The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus;  to  the  Con- 
fbrbntie;  and  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York.  Jan.  9, 
1770.     Vol.  31,  Page  331.     No.  197. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren: — 

On  Sept.  4,  1769  we  wrote  to  yon  that  the  Christian  Synod  of  North  Holland 
had  authorised  onr  Classis  to  treat  with  yon,'  in  its  name,  in«  order  to  effect  snch 
harmony  among  you  as  should  be  mutually  satisfactory;  but  this  resolution  of 
Synod,  was  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  Classes,  whose  replies  we  awaited. 

We  have  now  received  advices  from  all  the  Classes,  but  have  found  them  such 
that  nothing  can  be  done  by  us  before  the  holding  of  the  Syi^od,  when  this  subject 
will  be  further  handled.  We  can,  therefore,  tell  you  nothing,  as  yet,  of  the  result. 
We  send  herewith,  only  to  the  Conferentie,  the  Minutes  of  the  Syniod  held  at  Edua, 
fai  1769. 

Hoping  that  the  God  of  peace  may  be  with  your  Assembly,  congregations  and 
persons,  and  may  give  you  peace  at  all  times  and  in  every  way,  we  sign  ourselves, 

Peter    Curtenlus,    Dep.    Praeses. 
Daniel  Serrurier,  Dep.  Scriba. 
Amsterdam,  Jan,  9,  1770. 


The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Mr.  Cornelius  Kloppeb  of 
New  York,  Jan.  9, 1770.     Vol.  31,  P.  332.     No.  198. 

Worthy  Sir: — 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  May  12,  1769,  we  are  obliged  to  say  with  sorrow,  that, 
notwithstanding  all  our  efforts  to  find  an  able  Pastor  for  the  church  of  Kingston, 
we  have  not  succeeded.  The  number  of  candidates  who  wish  to  go  across  the 
sea  is  very  small.  We  cannot  even  find  a  sufficient  number  for  the  Colonies  of  our 
own  state,  (viz.  Netherlands),  and  must  often  wait  long  before  we  can  fill  such 
vacant  place. 

We  are  therefore  obliged  to  send  back  the  request  of  Kingston,  with  their  (blank) 
call — neither  can  we  comply  with  the  request  to  send  a  written  dismissal  of  Rev. 
Meyer  at  present.  For  we  greatly  desire  and  have  a  little  hope  that  the  brethren 
«f  the  Coetus  and  Conferentie  Assemblies  may  be  pacified,  and  unite  with  each 
other;  and  we  fear  that  a  dismission  sent  now  might  possibly  give  new  occasion 
tor  estrangement  We  hope  that  when  the  Union  of  all  the  brethren  shall  take 
place,  that  that  Union  Body  may  be  able  to  settle  everything  to  the  satisfaction 
of  everybody,  including  the  affairs  of  the  Church  of  Kingston. 

We  kindly  request  you  to  communicate  this  to  the  Church  at  Kingston,  or  to 
send  them  this  letter  with  the  (returned)  call,  even  as  you  had  the  goodness  to 
communicate  to  us  their  letter  to  you. 

Wishing  God's  most  precious  blessing  upon  that  Church,  as  well  as  upoot  your 
person  and  family,  we  have  the  honor  to  sign  ourselves,  etc.,  etc. 

(Signed  as  above) 
AiBSterdani, 

Jan  9,  1770. 


1770 


4176  Ecclesiastical  Bbcobdb 

Journal  of  Xbw  York  Assbmbly. 

Various  EflForts  to  repeal  or  amend  the  Ministry  Act  of  1693. 

Defeated. 

1770,  Jan.  8.  *'A  petition  of  several  of  the  Freelioldeni  In  behalf  of  tliemaelTca 
and  others.  In  the  county  of  Albany,  was  presented  to  the  house  and  read,  prayiof 
that  a  Bill  may  be  brought  In  to  repeal  the  act  (Sept.  1693)  which  compels  per- 
sons of  all  denominations  In  the  counties  of  Westchester,  New  York,  Queens  and 
Richmond,  to  pay  to  the  clergymen  of  churches  to  which  they  do  not  belong,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

"Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  house.** 

1770,  Jan.  25.  "Mr.  De  Witt  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  house,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Bill  entitled,  "An  Act  to  exempt  the  Inhabitants  of  the  countlei 
of  Westchester,  New  Yoik,  Queens  and  Richmond,  from  any  taxation  for  tits 
support  of  the  ministers  of  churches  to  which  they  do  not  belong,  reported  the 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  to  have  been  In  manner  following,  vis. 

"That  after  having  read  the  first  clause  of  said  Bill,  Capt.  De  Lancey  moved 

that  the  words,  "except  such  as  are  or  profess  themselves  to  be  of  the  BplseopsI 

denomination,  and  more  frequently  or  ordinarily  attend  divine  service,  aeconUnf 

to  the  rights  of  the  Church  of  England/'  be  struck  out  of  the  said  clauae^  and  the 

question  being  put  therein,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  in  the  manner  foUowlai, 

via. 

Affirmative  Negative 

Mr.  De  Lancey  ^.     xn  u^n  ^*-  Schuyler 

«>      «,»-  Mr.  Nicboll  %#      m       «        ,_ 

Mr.  Thomas  \i      «       t  ^^-  ^^^  Broeck 

Mr.  Seaman  ^H  ^,^1  Mr.  Ten  Eyck 

«..«  ^  Mr.  v>  alton  -,_    -_,      _ 

«■■•  B"  »♦  Mr.  Van  Kleeck  "'^-  ^y»0<'"« 

Mr.  Philips  Mr    r  1  •  ^*««*™ 

Mr.  De  Noyelllg  v:'  ^^l    ^  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt 

^     i    T^     T  Mr.  Boeram  .,_    ^,,    . 

Capt.  De  Lancey  Mr.  Clinton 

Col.  Woodhull 

Capt.  Seaman. 


Mr.  Speaker  then  moved  that  the  Bill  be  rejected;  After  debate  it  was  carried 
in  the  negative. 

Neffative:  De  Noyellis.  Gale,  Clinton,  Col.  Schuyler,  Ten  Broeck,  Ten  Byck, 
Wynderse,  Van  Kleeck,  Col.  Philips,  Col.  Seaman,  De  Lancey.  Van  Cortlandt. 
Jauney,  Rapaljl,  Klssam.  Capt.  Seaman.  Col.  Woodhull,  Nicholl,  Billot. 

A/Hrmative:     Mr.  Speaker,  Walton,  Capt.  De  Lancey. 

Col.  Schuyler  made  the  following  motion: 

"I  move  that  so  much  of  the  Bill  as  Is  contained  between  the  word  "same"  la 
the  second  line,  and  the  word  "and'*  in  the  eighth  line,  be  struck  out  and  tbe 
following  be  substituted  in  Ueu  thereof,  viz.  "That  all  such  person  or  persons,  ai 
are  not  in  communion  with  the  Church  of  England,  shall,  for  and  after  tbe  publi- 
cation of  this  act,  be  exempt  and  they  are  hereby  exempted,  from  paying  any  part 
of  the  said  tax;  and  that  8Uoh  proportion  of  said  tax  as  has  been  annually  paid  by 
persons,  not  being  in  communion  with  the  Church  of  England,  shall  not  in  future 
be  raised  in  any  of  the  said  counties,  or  on  any  part  of  the  inhabitants  thejvofi 
anything  In  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;**  which  passed  in  tbe 
affirmative. 

Mr.  De  Witt  then  reported  the  amendments  which  had  been  made,  and  deUrered 
the  Bill  with  the  amendments,  in  at  the  table  when  the  same  were  again  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  house. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  with  the  amendments  be  engrossed. 

1770,  Jan.  26.     The  engrossed  Bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  pasacd. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  De  Witt  and  Mr.  Ten  Broeck  do  carry  the  BlU  to  a»  Ovnefl 
and  iesire  their  concurrence  thereto. 
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1770,  Jan.  27.  Capt.  Seaman  made  a  motion  to  request  the  Council,  to  acquaint 
this  house  what  progress  they  have  made  In  the  Bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  exempt  the 
inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Westchester,  etc.  from  any  taxation  for  the  support 
of  ministers  of  churches  to  which  they  do  not  belong.— Capt.  Seaman  and  Col. 
Schuyler  were  sent  to  make  the  inquiry. 

Ans.     It  had  been  read  once,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

[See  April  20.  1777.  and  April  17,  1784.] 

Slight  Amendment  to  the  Ministry  Act  of  1693.    Change  of 

Time  foe  Electing  Officers. 

Journal  of  the  New  York  Assembly. 

1770,  Jan.  11.  "  Capt.  De  Lancey  moyed  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  amend  an 
act,  entitled,  "An  act  for  settling  a  ministry,  and  raising  a  maintenance  for  them  In 
tlie  city  of  New  York,  county  of  Richmond,  Westchester  and  Queens  counties,  so  far 
ai  the  tame  relates  to  the  city  and  county  of  New  York." 

**  Ordered,  That  leave  be  giyen  accordingly." 

1770,  Jan.  12.  De  Lancey  presented  his  Bill,  as  proposed  above,  which  was  read 
the  flrat  time  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

1770,  Jan.  16.  The  above  Bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  house. 

1770,  Jan.  24.  "  Capt.  De  Lancey,  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  house  to  whom 

waa  referred  the  Bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  settling  a  ministry  and  raising  a  malnte- 

Banee  for  them  In  the  city  of  New  York,  county  of  Richmond,  Westchester  and 

ihieena  counties,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  city  and  county  of  New  York," — 

"^ported  that  they  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  altered  the  title  and  made  several 

uncndmenta  thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  In  his  place,  and  after- 

^^T^  delivered  the  Bill  with  the  amendments,  in  at  the  table,  where  the  same  were 

^C'^la  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  house." 

**  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  with  the  amendments  be  engrossed." 

.,   ^770,  Jan.  25.  "The  engrossed  bill,  entitled,  **An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled, 

j^^   act  for  settling  a  ministry  and  raising  a  maintenance  for  them  In  the  city  of 

•^    York,   county  of  Richmond,   Westchester   and   Queens   counties;   and   an   act 

^^tltied,  **An  Act  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  choose 

fjj^l«lly  two  Vestrymen  for  each  respective  ward  within  the  said  city,  so  far  as 

M'^    amme  relates  to  the  election  of  Church  Wardens  and  Vestrymen  of  the  city  of 

^j*^   York,  was  read  the  third  time." 

**  Jieeolved,  That  the  Bill  do  pass." 

**  Ordered,  That  Capt.  De  Lancey  and  Mr.  NlchoU,  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council, 
desire  their  concurrence  thereto. 

Journal  of  the  Kew  York  Council. 

^flO,  Jan.  25.   C.  Colden,  Governor. 


ae  Assembly  sent  to  the  Council   a  Bill   entitled,   *'An   act  to  amend   an   Act 

^^K%led,  An  Act  for  settling  a  ministry  and  raising  a.  maintenance  for  them  In  the 

^^^    of  New  York,  county  of  Richmond,  Westchester  and  Queens  counties;  And  an 

^^^    entitled,  **An  Act  to  enable  the  Inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York  to  choose 

^^t^Hally  two  Vestrymen  for  each  respective  ward  within  the  said  city,  so  far  as  the 

^•^^^  relates  to  the  election  of  Church  Wardens  and  Vestrymen  of  the  city  of  New 

'**'k,"  and  desired  the  concurrence  of  the  Council.     CounoU  Journal,  1743.     Read 

^^  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  1743.     Committed,  p.  1744.     Reported  and  read  the 

^^Ird  time,  and  passed,  and  Assembly  notified,  p.  1745.     Enacted,  p.  1750. 

3*^^  ^i^  26.  A  message  from   the  Council  by  the  Hon.   Henry  Cruger,   Esq., 
^  lit  hoQse  that  the  Council  have  passed  the  following  Bill  without  any 
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The  Bin  entlUed  "An  Act  to  amend  an  act  enUtied,  "An  Act  for  lettUBf  a 
ministry  and  raising  a  maintenance  for  them  in  the  city  of  New  York,  oonaty  of 
Richmond.  Westchester  and  Queens  comities ;  and  an  act  entifled,  an  act  to  sosble 
the  inliabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  choose  annoally  two  Teatrymen  for  cseb 
respective  ward  within  the  city,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  eleetloii  cf  tte 
Church  Wardens  of  the  city  of  New  York.     See  Jan.  27. 

PfiOPOSEB  Act  to  Exempt  Pkotbstants  from  Oompuisoby 

Church  Rates.     Dsfeatbb. 

JOURNAI.  OF  THE  NeW  YoRK  ASSEMBLY. 
1770,  Jan.  12. 

"  Mr.  Thomas  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  house,  to  whom  was  referred  tfa* 
bill  entitled,  **  an  act  to  exempt  protestants  of  ail  denominations  from  paying  uy 
clergynian  by  compulsory  taxation/'  reported,  that  they  had  gone  through  die  bill, 
and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the 
house,  and  he  read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  afterward  delivered  the  bill,  with 
the  amendments,  in  at  the  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read  and  agreed  to  by 
the  house." 

1770,  Jan  13.    Die  Sabatii. 

**  The  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  to  exempt  protestants  of  all  denominttioof 
from  paying  any  clergyman  by  compulsory  taxation,"  was  read  the  third  time." 
"  Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass.'* 

*'  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  and  Mr.  Rapalje,  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Council,  tad 
desire  the  concurrence  thereto." 

1770,  Jan.  24. 

Mr.  Clinton  made  the  following  motion : 

**  I  move  that  a  message  may  be  sent  to  the  Council,  desiring  them  to  acquaint  thii 
house  what  progress  they  have  made  in  the  bill  entitled,  '*  an  act  to  exempt 
protestants  of  all  deDominations  from  paying  any  clergyman  by  compulsory  taxation," 
sent  up  to  them  on  the  13tb  Inst." 

*'  Ordered  therefore.  That  Col.  Schuyler  and  Mr.  De  Witt  wait  upon  the  Council. 
and  desire  that  they  will  acquaint  this  house,  what  progress  they  have  made  in  tbe 
aald  bill." 

1770,  Jan.  25. 

*'A  message  from  the  Council  by  the  Hon.  Roger  Morris,  Esq.,  acquainted  this  booie. 
in  answer  to  their  message  of  yesterday,  desiring  to  be  informed  what  progress  the 
Council  have  made  in  the  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  to  exempt  protestants  etc.,"  that  tbey 
have  rejected  the  said  bill." 

[See  Ap.  20,  1777,  and  Ap.  20,  1789.] 

Proposed  Act  to  Enable  Any  Protestant  Congrbgatiox  to 

Hold  Property.     Defeated. 
Journal  of  Xew  York  Assembly. 

1770,  Jan.  12.  Col.  Schuyler,  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  house  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Bill  entitled.  "An  Act  to  enable  every  church  or  congregation  of 
Reformed  Protestants,  in  tbe  county  of  Albany,  without  discrimination,  to  take  tnd 

hold  real  estate  to  the  value  of  £ per  annum,  given  to  them  for  tbe 

support  of  the  Gospel."  reported,  that  they  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  altered  tbe 
title  and  made  several  amendments  thereto ;  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report 
to  the  house,  and  be  read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  afterward  delivered  the  Bill, 
with  the  amendments  in,  at  the  table. 

'*  Ordered,  That  the  said  reported  Bill  be  read  to-morrow  morning  :**  (This  wu 
done  Jan.  13.) 

Jan.  13,  1770.    Die  SabatU. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  BU\  wVtii  tti^  wn^n^mcnXaXst  «ii%x^MM&r 
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1770,  Jan.  16.  "  The  engrossed  Bill  entitled,  "An  Act  to  enable  every  church  or 
congrregatlon  of  Re'formed  Protestants  In  the  counties  therein  mentioned,  without 
discrimination,  to  take  and  hold  estates  to  the  yalne  of  one  hundred  pounds 
sterling,  per  annum,  given  to  them  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,"  was  I'ead  the  third  time.  Resolved,  That  the  Bill  do 
pass. 

JouRNAJL  OF  New  York  Council. 

1770,  Jan.  16.  An  Act  to  enable  every  church  or  congregation  of  Reformed 
Protestants  In  the  counties  therein  mentioned  without  discrimination  to  take  and 
hold  estates  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  per  annum,  given  to  them 
for  the  support  of  the  Gospel  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Sent  from  the  Assembly  to  the  Council.  Brought  up  and  read,  1734 ;  committed, 
1736;  rejected,  1738-9,  (Jan.  23).  Committee  from  the  Assembly  to  inquire  con- 
cerning its  fate,  (Jan.  25),  1742 ;  Informed  of  Its  rejection,  1742. 

JOITRNAX  OF  THE  ASSEMBLY. 

1770,  Jan.  24.     Col  Schuyler  made  the  following  motion : 

""  I  move  that  a  message  may  be  sent  to  the  Council,  desiring  them  to  acquaint 
this  house  with  what  progress  they  have  made  In  the  Bill  entitled,  "An  Act  to 
enable  every  church  or  congregation,  etc. 

"  Ordered  therefore.  That  Mr.  De  Noyellls  and  Mr.  Jauncey  wait  upon  the  Council, 
and  desire  that  they  will  acquaint  this  house  with  what  progress  they  have  made  in 
the  said  Bill." 

*'A  message  from  the  Council,  Jan.  25,  1770,  by  the  Hon.  Jos.  Reade,  Esq., 
acquainting  this  house  in  answer  to  the  message  of  yesterday,  desiring  to  be 
Informed  what  progress  the  Council  have  made  In  the  Bill  entitled,  "An  Act  to 
enable  every  Church  or  congregation,  etc." — that  they  have  rejected  the  said  Bill. 

1770,  Jan.  25.  Assembly  sends  a  Committee  to  the  Council  to  ask  what  progress 
the  Council  had  made  on  Bill  of  Jan.  16,  1770.     Informed,  p.  1742. 

1770,  Jan.  26.     C.  Colden,  (Governor. 

The  General  Assembly  sent  a  Bill  to  the  Council,  desiring  their  concurrence, 
entitled,  "An  Act  to  exempt  the  Inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Westchester,  New 
York,  Queens  and  Richmond,  from  any  taxations  for  the  8ut)port  of  the  ministers 
of  the  churches  to  which  they  do  not  belong."  Council  Journal,  P*  1746.  Read  first 
time  and  second  reading  ordered,  1746.  Jan.  27.  The  Assembly  inquired,  by  Com- 
mittee, what  progress  was  made  In  the  Bill  of  Jan.  26.  Informed.  (No  further 
action  found.) 

Journal  of  the  New  York  Assembly. 

1770,  Jan.  16. 

Samuel  Isaacs,  a  Jew,  petitioned  for  naturalization. 

Hr.  Thomas  moved  for  leave  to  bring  In  a  bill,  to  enable  the  people  commonly  called 
Quakers,  in  this  colony,  to  hold  and  enjoy  the  privileges  which  are  therein  mentioned. 

1770,  Jan.  18. 

Vhe  Quaker  bill  was  read  first  time  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

CTheae  efforts,  repeatedly  made  to  repeal  sectarian  legislation,  before  the  Rero- 
hition  ought  to  be  studied  up  de  novo,  by  a  careful  examination  of  each  attempt,  in 
tte  Journals  of  the  Assembly  and  the  Council,  and  the  correspondence  and  pam- 
Ahlets  of  the  times.  The  unsuccessful  efforts  to  secure  CThurch  Charters,  by  all 
denomiiiations  except  the  Reformed  Dotch  and  the  Episcopal  Churches,  ought  also 
Is  be  Included.  Investigation  would  bring  not  a  little  literature  to  light  on  the 
ftfldset   B.T.  C) 
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Chukch  of  New  York. — Chobister,  Etc. 

New  Yoric,  Jan.  22iid.  1T10. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

It  was  represented  that  no  Interest  had  been  paid  on  the  bond  of  Isaac  Ultica- 
bogel,  in  four  years.  Thereupon  the  Consistory  resolved  thftt  he  shonld  psy  tke 
same  by  next  May,  or  else  give  a  deed  for  the  house  and  lot.  If  not,  then  tto 
bonds  should  be  given  Into  the  hands  of  a  lawyer. 

Resolved  that  the  two  bonds  of  Peter  Vermillle  and  Josna  Bishop,  amoimtliiff  tD 
£389:12:6,  should  be  given  to  Isaac  Valentine  on  condition  that  he  give  a  mort- 
gage for  the  same  land  bought  of  Peter  Vermllla  before  named. 

Jno.  Bogart,  Jr.,  Pleter  Keteltas,  Evert  Byvanck,  John  Duryee  and  Jno.  GUbut 
were  chosen  a  committee  to  assist  Jno.  de  Peyster  in  the  arrears,  on  the  grounds 
of  Mr.  Harpending. 

Anthony  Rutgers  having  bought  three  seats  in  the  New  Church,  and  never  biTlig 
paid  for  them,  although  from  time  to  time  he  promised  to  do  so,  the  Couslstoiy 
resolved  to  send  the  Elders  Byvanck  and  Bogart  to  him  with  a  request  to  complete 
the  purchase.     Otherwise  the  Consistory  will  be  obliged  to  sell  them  again. 

Resolved  that  Peter  Louw  be  accepted  for  one  year  as  foreslnger  in  the  North 
Church,  and  receive  therefore  £10.  salary,  to  commence  from  June  Ist;  and  it  ti 
not  the  purpose  of  the  Consistory  to  increase  the  salary  when  the  full  service  it 
rendered  in  the  church.  He  is  also  allowed  to  catechise  the  children.  This  sliali 
be  made  known  to  the  congregation,  yet  he  shall  not  receive  any  salary  ther^ior 
from  the  church,  but  be  satisfied  with  the  month's  pay  of  the  children. 

Henry  Tlebout,  has  been  appointed  In  June,  door  keeper,  grave  digger,  etc.,  of 
the  North  Church.  He  Is,  according  to  the  Articles  of  Agreement,  to  receive  £10^ 
yearly,  even  as  Is  given  to  the  door  keepers  of  the  Old  Church  and  the  New  ChnrclL 
The  Consistory  also  grants  him  liberty  to  call  on  the  congregation  for  tkntr 
support. 

Signed,  etc..  Arch.  Laidlie,  p.  t.  President 

Angelicax  Churches  at  Jamaica,  Newtown  and  FLUSHnro, 

L.  I. 

Rev.  Mr.  Bloomer  to  the  Secretary. 

Inefficiency  of  the  Ministry  Act. 

Jamaica,  February  15tb,  1770. 
Reverend  Sir : — 

I  preach  at  the  three  Cbnrches  of  Jamaica,  Newtown  and  Flushing  aiternatelf 
&  generally  to  crowded  assemblies  who  behave  during  divine  Service  with  the 
utmost  d<»concy  &  decorum,  the  (^'hurches  are  neat,  well  finlshe<i  buildings,  Bot 
those  of  Newtown  &  Flushing  rather  small  for  the  Congregations,  the  former  of 
which  the  people  propose  to  enlarge  In  the  spring  of  the  year,  but  although  I  reap 
the  satisfaction  of  enjoying  the  love  &  esteem  of  my  hearers,  yet  I  am  sorry  to 
acquaint  the  Society  that  my  happiness  is  much  obstructcHl  on  account  of  a  trooble- 
some  Lawsuit  I  am  under  the  obligation  of  commencing  against  the  parish  fort 
Salary  of  sixty  pounds  a  year  allowed  by  an  Act  of  the  Province  to  the  Minirtef 
who  is  legally  inducted  by  the  (Jovernor  the  law  for  raising  this  sum  oblige*  the 
people  of  the  parish  consisting  of  all  denominations  annually  to  elect  ten  VestiT' 
men  and  two  Church  Wardens  who  are  to  call  within  one  year  after  a  vacancy.  * 
sufllclent  Protestant  Minister  of  the  Gospel  who  they  are  to  present  to  the  Got* 
emor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  for  Induction*  ft  as  Dissenters  eom- 
poae  a  great  majority  of  the  I*arlsh,  they  are  careful  to  admit  none  into  tiwi* 
Offices,  but  such  as  are  opposed  to  calllnj;;  &  presenting  a  Minister  of  the  Chwfk 
of  England  and  in  order  to  evade  paying  the  Salary  (which  being  raised  by  ^ 

*Tb!a  Is  a  mistake.  See  Ministry  Act,  Sept.  22,  letS.  The  framen  of  fho  U« 
refused  to  put  in  the  Act  "to  ^>e  VnAwcled  by  the  Governor.**  See  page  UH.  »«•  * 
of  these  Records. 


'    OF  THE  State  op  New  York,  4181 

1770 

the7  coiDitlall]  of  as  a  bnrtbi>ii)  ft  at  tbe  aame  time  compiT  with  the  laWi  (her  some 
TMin  ago  called  ft  preaented  to  Cbp  Qorernor  a  Minister  of  the  Presbyterian  per- 
anaalon  bnt  he  was  refused  [Dd  actio  a  and  a  a  the  Act  only  speclOes  that  he  who  la 
called,  shall  be  a  auRlcIeiit  Prolealint  Mlnlatei  of  Ibe  Gospel,  without  conflDlDg 
them  to  any  itartlcalar  denomination,  Ibey  ImsRlne  tbat  tbe  Law  hna  been  com- 
lM«a  with  00  their  parta  *  alisolnlely  refuse  paying  mc  any  money  raised  by 
Tlrtae  of  tbat  Act,  not  withs  Ian  ding  my  being  Indncted.  by  Aulhortty  from  blB 
Bicellency  tbe  Qarsmor,  as  I  am  destltntc  of  a  Call  from  tbem,  wbo  being  dls- 
■enlers  ft  chiefly  Presbyterlana  are  aTcrse  to  the  supporting  ot  the  Chnrrta  of  Eng- 
laDd.  Tbis  dispute  bas  bcBu  once  delennlned  by  a  due  rourae  of  I.nw  In  favor  of 
BcT.  Ur.  Payer,  one  of  my  predeeetBora.  slnre  whlth  time  the;  hare  ronslantly 
raised  and  paid  It  wicbout  trouble,  bnl  noir  appear  resolved  to  stand  another  trial. 
—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  111.  p.  201. 

LtUDTENAHT  GorEKNOR  CoLDEN  TO  THE  EaBL  OF  HlLLSBOBOUOH. 

HiEW  passed  by  th©  Assembly  against  compulsory  church  rates,  re- 
jected by  the  Council. 

New   York,   February  SI.   ITTO. 
Wy    Lord. 

The  persona  wbo  appear  on  these  occaaloDS  are  ot  Inferior  rank,  bnt  It  la  not 
floabted  they  are  directed  by  aome  persons  of  dIallnctloD  In  this  place.  It  Is  Uke- 
vrlse  thought,  tbey  are  encouraged  by  aome  persons  of  note  In  England.  TbejT 
eoDBlst  chiefly  ot  Dlaaenters.  who  are  very  numerous,  especially  lu  the  country, 
Mnd  hare  a  great  iDfluenre  over  tbe  country  Members  of  Assembly.  The  moat 
ActlTC  among  tbem  are  lodependanls  from  New  England,  or  educated  there,  and 
ot  Repobllcan  principles.  The  friends  of  the  sdmlnlstratlon,  are  of  the  Cbtircb  ot 
BnBlaDd,  tbe  Lutherans,  and  the  old  Dutch  congregation,  with  several  presby- 
Cerlans.  From  this  tbe  reason  will  sppear  of  some  Bills  having  passed  tbe 
Sonse  of  Assembly  In  favour  ot  tbe  Dissenters,  and  In  prejudice  to  Ibe  few 
xnlnlaters  of  the  Cbnrch  of  England,  who  have  stipenda  by  a  I^w  of  tbia  Province. 
TTbere  was  leaa  oppoalllon  to  them  In  that  honae,  tram  the  confldence  tbey  bad, 
Uiat  they  would  not  be  paaaed  by  tbe  Council — tbey  were  accordingly  rejected 
there.  I  mast  leave  It  to  your  Lordships  Judgment,  whether  these  things  deserve 
Sis  Majesty's  attention,  and  I  tranamit  to  the  Plantation  Board  ■  printed  copy 
of  tbe  Journal  of  the  Assembly  to  enable  you  to  form  your  Jndgmeut  tbereon. 

Hr  Lord,  Yoor  most  oltedlent  and  taltbtnl  servant,  Cadwallader  Colden. 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vlll,  pp.  20%  208.  309. 

Church  of  New  Yoek. — Folton  St.  Church. 

ITTO,  Harcb  15.    Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Tbe  Cbnrcb-Maaters  gave  tn  two  acconnts  of  John  Uontanye.  glailer.  and  Peter 

Uarsellaae.    carpenter,   for   tbe   enclosure   of   the   New   Church,    which    they   are 

enable  to  pay  for  lack  of  Income.    Rwolwd.  That  tbe  Treaaucer,  E.  Banclter,  ei- 

pwid  ninety  Ovc  pounds  for  this  purpose — this  money  to  be  returned  to  him  from 

On  a  requeat  In  behalf  t>t  Hr.  Van  der  8wni 
the  anm  ot  sixteen  pounds  should  be  given  him 
treaaury.  In  quarterly  payments. 

Tbe  Eldera,  Byvanek,  Keteltas  and  Baocker,  were  appointed  with  tbe  Church 
ICaaters,  to  regulate  the  pewa  of  the  Old  Church  and  of  tbe  New  Church;  especially 
In  regard  to  tbe  pews  of  those  who  have  removed  or  gone  to  other  churches.  Tbej 
■re  also  to  revise  tbs  old  lists  ol  Jao  Hontaoye,  under  the  Inspection  of  tbe 
Churcb-Masters, 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebbaic 
Letter  from  Prof.  Bodgers  to  the  Synod. 

1770,  April  let.  Art.  8.  Rev.  Longneyllle  dellyered  oyer  a  letter  Cram  New 
York,  addressed  by  the  Highly  Learned  Mr.  Bodgers,*  TheoL  Prof,  at  New  Tork» 
to  the  Christian  Synod  of  North  Holland.  He  requested  that  he  might  be  In- 
formed as  to  the  resolution  of  the  Christian  Synod  thereon.  The  Ber.  Tettefode^ 
who  will  be  a  delegate  to  said  Synod,  has  agreed  to  attend  to  thla.    xlT.  21A. 

Call  of  Livingston  to  New  York. 

Art.  5  ad  4.  The  Rev.  John  H.  Livingston  handed  In  to  the  Classla  the  call  a* 
tended  to  him,  and  declared  that  he  accepted  this  call  In  the  fear  of  the  Loid. 
He  wished  to  be  examined  at  this  Classls.    xiy.  210. 

Examination. 

Art.  11.  The  Eev.  Camps  having  preached  on  Luke  9:56; 
Livingston  on  John  17:3,  "And  this  is  Life  Eternal  that  they 
might  know  Thee,  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom  thou 
hast  sent;"  Lepper  on  John  1:  7;  Staphorst  on  Heb.  4: 16;  van 
Marie  on  Gen.  15:  1;  thev,  especially  the  latter  four,  gave  so 
much  satisfaction  to  the  High  Kev.  Deputy  and  to  the  Assembly, 
that  they  were  admitted  to  the  examination. 

The  Eev.  Mr.  Examiner,  with  all  carefulness,  interrogated 
them,  in  Hebrew,  on  Gen.  15;  in  Greek,  on  Heb.  4;  and  subse- 
quently on  the  most  important  points  of  sacred  theology. 

The  High  Eev.  Deputy,  however,  and  the  Assembly,  could  not 
make  up  their  minds  to  admit  Eev.  de  Camps  to  the  Sacred  Minis- 
try for  India. 

But  the  other  four  were  admitted  with  full  freedom  (ruimte, 
room,)  and  pleasure ;  the  two  former  to  the  churches  which  had 
called  them ;  and  the  two  latter  to  the  Sacred  Ministry,  (or  licen- 
sure.) They  all  repudiated  the  condemned  opinions  of  Prof.  Roel 
and  Dr.  Bekker ;  agreed  to  read  the  Forms  for  Baptism  and  the 
Supper,  especially  those  three  questions  in  the  Form  for  Baptism, 
without  change ;  signed  the  Formulae  of  Concord ;  and  the  two 
former  were  also  ordained  to  the  Sacred  Ministry  by  the  laying 

•This  was  Rev.  Dr.  John  Bodgers,  a  Preshyterian  Minister,  bnt  hardly  a  Prtt  ^ 
Theology.  He  was  in  the  ministry  from  1747-1811 ;  and  was  pastor  of  the  FInt  Pnf^ 
bjterian  Church.  Wall  street.  New  York  City,  from  1766-1811.  and  took  aj^sat  lBl«Wit 
in  the  proBperity  of  the  Dutch  Church.    See  his  Memoirs  by  BeT.  Dr.  Samoil  Milwr* 

im. 
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on  of  hands.  They  also  promised  that  they  would  keep  up  the 
correspondence  with  the  Classis. 

The  two  latter  also  took  the  oath  against  Simony.  The  Ex- 
aminer was  thanks,  and  the  Clerk  directed  to  give  the  gentlemen 
a,  laudable  certificate.     Quod  factum. 

And  as  the  arrival  of  the  High  Rev.  Mr.  Deputy,  and  the  wel- 
come extended  to  him  by  the  Mr.  President,  had  been  attended 
"With  wishes  for  the  Divine  blessing  on  him ;  so  also  did  his  High 

jverence  depart,  conducted  by  the  Clerk,     xiv.  220,  221. 

CHuaoH  OF  'Njsw  Yobk. 
Plan  of  Union.     Eequest  a  Patent  for  Tract  of  land. 

New  York,   April  0th,   1770. 

Conalstory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name 

A  letter  was  read  ftom  the  Rey.  Paul  Sermrler,  acriba  of  the  Claaals  of  A  mater- 
U  dated  Sept.  4,  1760,  stating  that  a  Plan  wonld  be  immediately  sent  oyer  for 
g^gqnUing  the  divided  brethren  of  the  Dutch  congregation  in  these  Proyinces. 

The  Elder,  Abram  Lott  informed  the  Consistory,  that  he  had  gone  to  the  Hon. 
Oadwmllader  Colden,  Lientenant-Goyemor,  and  requested  that  his  Excellency 
'^rould  grant  a  patent  for  24,000  acres,  on  the  same  footing  on  which  he  had 
QErmnted  a  patent  to  the  English  Church  and  College,  yis.,  free  from  his  Excel- 
lency's fees.  This  he  Immediately  and  freely  consented  to  and  promised  to  effect, 
I^roTlded  a  patent  conld  be  made  ont  during  the  time  he  had  the  administration  of 
^Jie  goyemment.    [See  April  SO.] 

Whereupon  the  Consistory  resolved  that  all  possible  diligence  should  be  used  to 
€^btain  the  said  land.  And  the  said  Elder  Lott  has  undertaken  to  find  out  a  fit 
'^rmct  of  land  for  which  a  patent  shall  be  taken  on  the  above  conditions. 

At  the  request  of  Elder  Anthony  Ten  Eyck,  a  lease  granted  on  Sept.  22nd, 
X.767»  to  Henry  Brevoort,  for  a  lot  at  the  comer  of  William  and  John  streets*  was 
^TlTen  up,  and  a  new  one  in  its  place  given  to  Gerrit  Scholter  for  the  same  ground, 
^<or  fifteen  years,  to  begin  from  the  first  of  May,  1770. 

Signed  etc., 

Lambertus   de   Ronde,   p.    t.   President. 


Angbligan  Ohtjbch  AT  Nbwbubgh. 

^etition  of  St  (Jeorge's  Church,  Newburgh,  for  a  Charter.     April 

16,  1770. 

To  the  Honourable  Cadwallader  Colden,  Esq.  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Com- 
^iiander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  Province  of  New  York  and  Territories  thereon 
^^ependlng  in  America  in  Council. 

The  Petition  of  the  Minister,  Church  Wardens  and  Vestrymen  of  St.  George's 
^Chnieh  in  the  Parish  of  New  Burgh  Precinct  of  New  Burgh  St  County  of  Ulster  in 
^%hft  ProTince  of  New  York, 
dumbly  Bheweth 

That  your  Petitioners  having  the  advantage  of  the  Episcopal  Church  warmly  at 
it  finding  their  good  Intentions  towards  it,  in  a  great  measure  Defeated,  for 
of  a  Boyal  Cliarter  of  Incorporation  have  been  itronf^y  Vn^uc^  lo  \M  ^^t 
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Cause  before  your  Honor.  &  most  humbly  to  Pray,  That  your  Honor  will  be  pletied 
to  grant  Your  Petitioners  and  their  Successors  His  Majesty's   Royal  Charter  of 
Incorporation  with  such  Immunities  &  Privileges  and  under  such  BestrfctloDs  tod 
limitations  as  to  your  Honour  shall  seem  Just  and  Reasonable. 
And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  Pray^ 

John  Bayie,  Mlaslonaiy. 
Samuel   Fowler 
WiUlam  Ellison 
John  Ellison 
Stephen  Wiggins 
Leonard   Smith 
Samuel  Winslow 
Nathan   Purdy. 
April  16th.  1770. 

1770,  May  2nd  Read  In  Council  &  granted. 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  lit  p.  86i 

Church  op  New  York. 
Petition  for  a  Tract  of  Land. 

New  York,  April  30th.  1770. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

The  tract  of  land  spoken  of  in  a  previous  meeting,  to  be  asked  for  from  tkt 
Lieutenant-GoTemor,  was  already  granted  to  Mr.  Janncey.  Thereupon  Mr.  Abim 
Lott  stated  that  there  was  a  tract  remaining  in  the  County  of  Gloucester  adjotai- 
ing  that  belonging  to  the  Church  of  England.  The  Consistory  reeolTed  to  Btk* 
immediate  application  for  that  or  some  other  good  tract  of  land.  [See  April  9, 
and  Aug.  13.] 

Isaac  Uyten  Bogart,  owing  the  church  a  bond  and  mortgage  for  two  hvndrri 
pounds  with  four  years  Interest,  six  and  fifty  pounds,  appeared  in  Consistoiy  isd 
promised  that  he  would  sell  his  house  at  public  vendue  on  the  1st  of  Jmc^  1*^ 
so  discharge  his  debt  With  this  the  Consistory  was  satistled.  The  Tieaimrt 
Bancker,  is  to  advertise  it  In  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  Welp  requested  ten  pounds  for  his  wife  for  the  use  of  the  room  fbr  tke 
Consistory. 

Resolved,  That  the  Deacons  pay  this  amount;  but  also  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Walp*! 
appointment  for  a  time  as  Visitor  of  the  Sick  and  Catechlst.  with  an  added  nM 
of  £16.,  from  this  time  cease;  for  he  is  not  in  a  condition,  owing  to  bodily  lnflnBtt7i 
to  bear  the  burden;  and  especially  since  the  Consistory  makes  no  use  of  bin  !■ 
these  offices. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritxema,  p.  t.  President  * 

Chitbch  of  New  York. 
Dr.  John  H.  Livingston  accepts  call. 

New  Yoric,  May  lOth,  1770. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Livingston,  at  Utrecht,  was  opened  and  read.  It  ^^ 
found  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  the  Consistory,  inasmuch  as  he  accepts  the  ^ 
and  will  take  the  first  opportunity  to  Journey  hither. 

Mr.  John  Van  Zandt.  on  account  of  arrears  of  rent,  which  he  was  unable  to  V^7' 
requested  the  Consistory  to  take  a  young  Negro,  valued  at  £46.,  In  payment  (rf  ^^ 
debt,  and  discharge  him;  and  also  to  grant  him  a  new  lease  for  15  yean  in  pl*^ 
of  the  old  one.  To  this  the  Consistory  agreed  in  view  of  the  great  loss  be  ^^ 
Buffered  In  the  last  fire. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  RItsema,  p.  t  PntldeDt 
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Presentation  of  a  Clock  for  Church  Towee. 

New  york,-llB7  SOth.  ITTO. 
'iKUlatorr  beld  atter  eilUns  on  God'i  name. 

Imon  Johaaon,  Esq.,  sppetBd  Id  CoDHlRtory  and  Hhom-d  tbat  li«  had  n4:clved 
D  Rutland  a  Clock  wltb  all  Its  appDrteaaDceB  for  the  North  Church.  Thla  he 
red  as  a  free  gift  to  the  Conslstor;  for  the  coosregatloD  and  tbe  oie  of  the  aatd 
rcb.  to  be  bnng  In  tbe  toirer  thereof.  TbereDpon  tbe  President  and  the  mem- 
•  of  tbe  ConBlalorj.  for  tbemselTei  and  Id  the  name  of  the  CongregBtlon,  gave 
beart7  thanks  for  bis  generous  gift.  Pleter  Keteltas.  Henry  Kip,  Wllltam 
'«r  and  Jas.  Beekman  were  appoints  to  go  this  sftenoon  to  Hr.  Johnaon  and 
tiTS  his  gift 

Blgned  etc., 

J,  Rltsema.  p.  t.  President. 


:PKESENTATrON   OF   THE  LoRDS   OF   TrADB  ON   AN   Appi.ICATIOS 

From  the  College  in  New  York,  (Application  of  Kings 
College  foe  the  Privileges  of  a  University;  and  for  a 
Remission  of  Quit  Rents  on  a  Tract  of  Land.) 

Whitehall,  Jnne  2,  ITTO. 
tbe  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  His  MaJestTS  most  Honor- 
able Prlv;  Conncll  tor  Plantation  Affairs. 

^nnnant  to  joot  LordBhlps  order  ot  the  6tli  of  last  month  we  hare  taken  Into 
r  Conalderatlon  the  Address  of  tha  College  of  the  Pmrlnre  of  New  Xork 
amble  beaeechlng  Ms  Majeslr  to  coaBtltale  that  Semlnarj  and  UalTenltr  with 
rb  prlTlleges,  and  with  such  an  EatRbllHhmpnt  of  ProfeMorB.  as  big  MaleBt; 
ill  approce;  and  also  pnylag  the  remlaaloa  of  Quit  Bents  reserve  on  a  Tract  ot 
nd  lately  granted  In  tbat  Province  for  the  benefit  ol  the  said  Instltntlon." 
■enapon  we  beg  leave  to  report  to  yonr  Lordahlpa. 

That  the  protection  and  Eneonrageinent  of  Seminaries  and  Inatltntlons  for  the 
ipagallon  of  true  Religion  and  Learning  In  Hli  Majestfs  American  Colonies  are 
ecta  well  deserving  your  Lordships  recommendation:  and  His  Majestys  Oraclona 
enHon;  and  the  Rev,  Dr.  Cooper,  president  of  the  above  College  who  baa 
ende<l  ns  In  Snpport  of  this  Addreaa,  having  rpported  to  nn  anch  ■  state  of  the 
Dadsllon  ander  his  care  as  gives  ua  rcaaon  to  bellpve  ll'a  farther  eiteaslon  will 
attended  with  beneficial  nffecta,  we  do  on  this  occsslon  adopt  the  anme  Policy 

in  Our  late  Report  to  yonr  Lordablps  upon  the  Adilress  of  the  Rector  and 
labitanta  of  New  York;  and  are  of  opinion  that  It  will  be  advisable  to  comply 
:b  no  mnch  of  the  prayer  of  tbe  above  recited  Address  as  respecta  the  Remission 
the  Quit  Rents  aubnilttlnK  It  to  your  Lordships  that  the  expediency  of  this  prnpo- 
:oD  In  reference  to  the  Sinte  of  His  Msjesty's  Revenue  of  Quit  Rents  and  the 
tBhllahments  thereon,  mnst  In  tbis  case  aa  well  aa  In  Ihnt  ot  the  like  application 
m  the   Rector  nnd   Inhabllnnls  ot  the  established  Chnreb   In  New  York  t>e  left 

the  consideration  of  other  departments ;  If  however  his  Majeaty  shonld  be 
.Clonaly  pleased  lo  grant  thla  Remission  we  think  It  should  be  accompanied  wltb 
^  same  atlpulaclon  which  we  recommended  In  the  case  above  referred  to  via. 
nt  an  anniml  Rent  of  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  should  be  reserved  to  be 
'<I  by  tbe  aald  College  of  Kew  York  to  the  Governor  or  Commander  In  Chief  ot 
!  Province  sitting  In  Council  In  the  Council  Chamber  on  Mondny  after  Raster 
•ach  year.  And  thla  we  must  abaerve  to  your  Lordsblpa  Is  confominble  to  what 
'a  propoaed  by  Ihls  Board  and  npprored  by  Your  Lordshlpa  In  tbe  Case  Of  an 
PUeatlOD  made  to  bis  Majeaty  In  1TS4  tor  a  Grant  of  Lends  In  New  York  for  tb« 
0«at  of  the  said  Oollegt. 
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With  respect  to  tho  proposal  of  erecting  this  College  Into  an  nnlyersltj  with  SDcb 
privllegtii  and  profetwonhips  as  bis  Majesty  shall  approve,  the  president  Dr. 
Cooper*  having  omittiKl  to  furnish  himself  with  a  copy  of  the  Charter  and  not  beinf 
enabled  to  lay  t>efore  Us  sufficient  Lights  and  Documents  for  the  due  Investlgitioo 
of  a  proposition  of  this  nature  and  consequence  and  being  also  deslrooa  of  eootolt> 
Ing  his  Constituents  in  New  York  upon  such  further  Powers  and  Instractlon^  u 
seem  necessary  on  this  head  we  desire  le^ve  to  postpone  our  report  upon  that  ptrt 
of  your  Lordships  refen>nce  until  such  time  as  the  said  president  who  is  on  the 
point  of  embarking  for  New  York  shall  have  in  concert  with  the  CoDStitDfnti 
transmitted  to  Us  such  Information  resi>ecting  the  proposition  of  erecting  the  Col' 
lege  into  an  University,  as  may  enable  us  to  state  to  your  Lordships  our  opinloo 
thereupon. 

We  arts  My  Lords.  Your  Lordships  most  obedient  and  most  humtle  Servants. 

HlIl8boroQ[;b 
Soaoie  Jenkns 
W.  Jolilfle 
Ed.   Eliot. 

-Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vlll,  pp.  296-298. 

Chihch  ok  Xkw  Yokk. 

New  York,  June  14th,  1770. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Resolved,  That  Evert  Bnncker,  Pieter  Keteltas,  Henry  Kip  and  Eliaa  Brevoortlit 

a  Committee  to  examine  the  bonds  belonging  to  the  Church,  and  to  call  In  laeh  if 

are  In  danger,  without  further  question. 

•SKETcn  OF  Rev.  I»n.  Myles  Cooper,  SEroxD  Prrsidbnt  of  Kings  Collibe 

Reverend  Myles  Cooper.  LL.  D..  the  second  president  of  King*!  (now  ColmiUi) 
College,  was  born  in  England  in  1786.  He  was  educated  at  one  of  the  great  ptbue 
■choola,  and  afterwards  went  to  Oxford,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  If.  A.  ia  M 
and  was  soon  after  chosen  to  a  fellowship  in  Queen*s  College.  In  tbli  covniv 
education,  he  imbllK^d  all  the  habits,  opinions  and  tastes  of  an  old  fashioned  Oxtav 
man,  in  politics,  religion  and  literature.  In  1761.  he  published  at  Oxford,  an  oetavt 
volume  of  miscellaneous  poetrv.  which,  however,  appears  to  have  been  writtn 
several  years  iK'fore  the  time  or  its  publication;  as  he  observes  In  his  preface,  thit 
the  greater  part  of  the  volume  was  not  only  written,  but  actually  printed  off  l>^^ 
the  author  had  seen  the  age  of  twenty-four.  It  may  be  examined  in  the  Socteg 
Library,  Now  Y(»rk.  Ills  reputation  as  a  scholar  stood  so  high  In  the  onhtrOTt 
that  in  1762.  when  Dr.  Johnson,  the  first  president  of  the  College  of  New  Yon; 
applied  to  Archbishop  Seeker,  to  select  from  one  of  the  English  universities,  a  g^ 
son  qualified  to  assist  him  In  the  course  of  instruction,  and  shortly  to  succeed  hiD 
as  president,  that  excellent  nnd  learned  prelate,  after  much  inquiry,  recommendw 
Mr.  Cooper,  as  In  every  point  fully  qualified  for  that  important  station;  who,  tft» 
recelvint?  priest's  orders  In  the  Church  of  England,  came  over  to  this  country  abort 
the  close  of  the  venr  1762.  He  was  welcomed  with  great  affection,  and  was  imjio- 
diately  appointed"  lTofe.«:8or  of  Moral  I'hllosophy.  The  duties  of  his  office  ^^ ^ 
charged  with  bo  much  al)lllty.  tlmt  the  president,  who  had  for  some  time  wlalied  to 
retire  from  ftctlv<»  life,  and  had  onlv  been  restrained  from  It  by  his  seal  'orttt 
Interests  of  the  Collejre.  now  resigned  his  office  to  Mr.  Cooper,  who  was  wectja 
president  In  May.  1763.  belnj:  then  only  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  his  age.  *J 
1768,  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  was  conferred  on  him  by  the  University  of  Oxford;  tna 
in  1771.  Ill'  vi>iti».l  r.nL'lninl  Mini  on  h's  return  to  New  York  entered  irdl«8crc**tlT  iDto 
the  excltinc  political  controversies  of  the  day.  He  published,  in  1774,  **The  Amcrlcw 
guerist :  t>r  some  questions  proposed  relative  to  the  present  disputes  between  Grai* 
r.rltaln  .-^inl  her  .American  rolonieH.  Hy  a  North  American.  New  York,  1774.'  vrn^ 
pp.  32.  This  pamphlet  on  the  8th  of  September  was.  In  full  conclave  of  the  Sow  « 
Ln)ertv  in  New  York,  committed  to  the  flames  by  the.  hands  of  the  common  «J«^'*J; 
lie  Is  'also  represented  as  the  author  of  a  Tract  entitled :  **A  Friendly  Addr«ai  w 
nil  reasonable  Americans,  on  the  subject  of  our  political  confusions.  In  ^n»^2JrS 
necessary  con.seqnences  of  violently  opposing  the  King's  troops,  and  of  a  Kfpenu 
non-lmimrtatlon.  are  fairly  stated.  New  York,  1774."  8vo.,  pp.  32.  This  pamphlet  on 
the  Sth  of  SeptemlK'r  was.  in  full  conclave  of  the  Sons  of  Llbertv  in  New  wjj^ 
committed  to  the  flames  by  the  hands  of  the  common  executor.  He  Is  also  reprr 
sented  iis  the  juiihor  of  a  Tract  entitled:    "A  Friendlv  Address  to  all  reawnaoje 


by  »..v   -.- .    - --  

of  "the  CJnnvh  't]fkn(}Ynmi  in  the  Colonien.  160.    The  boldness  with  which  Ehr. 
maintained.    In    his 'writings    and    conversation,    principles   and    sentimeDts  oi 
offensive  to  a  most  numerous  party,  at  a  time  of  K^eat  popular  excltMiient  at  ic 
80  aroused  the  indignation  ol  \i\a  voWtVciA  o^v>xiftTit»,  that  on  the  night  of  luj  i''^ 
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Ime  Uftden  Bog&rt,  not  fnlBlllDg  bla  promtse,  <B«e  April  80.)  ReBolTcd,  Tliat  U 
t  «lll  make  0T«r  bU  boase  to  William  He;er  and  Isaac  StoatenbtrR,  ibej  will  srant 
delaj  DDtll  Dcit  MoTem1>er,  It  b;  tbla  be  can  g«t  a  better  opportnnlt;  to  aetl  the 
osae  to  bia  adraatage. 

BIgned  etc., 

3.  Rltnema,  p.  t.  President. 

TBaCEEDisaa  of  Sir  William  Johsson  With  the  Indians. 
'roccediiigs  at  a  Treaty,  witli  the  Six  Xations,  the  Indians  of 
Canadii,  the  several  dependent  Tribes,  and  the  Deputies  from 
the  Cherokee  Nation,  held  at  the  upper  settlements,  near  the 
Gennan  Flats  in  July  1770,  by  Sir  William  Johnson,  Baronet, 

Chrlatlanlied  Indiana  vant  a  HIsslaDarr  la  iastruct  them. 

At  nlBbl  Sir  William  bad  a  conference  witb  a  principal  Sacbem  and  Warrior  of 
aeb  Nation,  wben  be  spoke  with  tbem  on  tbe  aobjects  for  the  meetlnss  to-morrovi^— 
«  found  tbat  besides  some  grlerancCH.  wblch  were  to  be  tbe  subject  of  tbe  fntnr* 
toceedlnga.  tbe  Indians  were  suBplcIaua,  tbat  tbe  Bngllah  Intended  totall;  to  neglect, 
nd  disretcard  tbem.  and  tbat  tbla  optnloD  dailr  gained  ground  amongrt  tbe  •OTeral 
'itlons.  Tbe  ChleFa  spoke  wItb  mucb  warmtb  on  tbe  reduced  state  of  tboae  llTlng  ander 

_    .__    „_    ....J  forcibly   entered  by   a   mob,   to   the   fnrj   of 

]  found  there,  be  woatd  prottabl;  bare  (alien  a  Tictlm.  A  (AW 
.-  been  published  a  letter,  dated  Philadelphia.  April  as,  I7TS,  ad- 
Doper  and  four  other  obQoitons  gentlemen  ot  New  York,  aacrlblng 

•—■ -  --es  of  the  defection  ol  tbe  latter  city,  all  tbe  boatlle 

-„ — . ttod  of  their  fellow  subjects  w&o  bad  (alien  In  Maw»- 

...  :  towns  In  flames:  a  deaolated  country;  hntchered  fathers;  weeping  widow* 
id  children,  with  all  tbe  borrora  of  a  civil  war.  Tbey  are  denoaDced  aa  parrMda*, 
hI  told  that  tbe  .American*,  reduced  to  desperation,  will  no  longer  aatlaf*  their 
KDtment  wllb  the  eiecutlon  ot  Tlllalns  Id  eflfgy  ;  and  the  letter  cone  lodes— "Fly  for 
«r  ll»ea,  or  anticipate  your  doom  ty  becoming  your  own  eiecutlonera.  Three  Ull- 
IDS."  Bnl  the  design  of  bin  enemies  was  (ruatrated  by  one  of  Dr.  Cooper's  former 
ipils.  wbo,  preceding  the  throng  of  seTeral  hundred  men,  admonlahed  htm  of  hit 
iBger  last  in  time  to  aate  him.  lie  escaped,  only  half  dressed,  over  tbe  CoIIms 
■ce ;  reacted  the  shore  of  the  river,  when  he  found  sbelter  In  tbe  honae  of  llr. 
ujieiant,  where  be  remained  for  that  day,  and  dnrlnK  tbe  night  following  to<A 
tage  on  board  the  Klogflaber,  Captain  Jamea  MontHgue.  an  Engllab  ahip  of  war 
anchor  In  the  harbor.  In  whicb,  soon  afterwards,  he  salted  tar  England.  He 
aided  for  aonie  time  at  Oxford,  where  he  kept  the  anniversary  of  tboae  eventa. 
c  following  year,  by  writing  a  poem  full  of  tbe  circumstances,  entitled  "Stanias 
rttten  on  tbe  evening  of  tbe  10th  of  May.  177E,  by  an  Eille  from  America ; "  wblcb 
SI  published  In  the  Oentleman'i  .Ifaflnsine  for  July,  of  the  aame  year.  On  tbe  IJth 
■  December.  ITK.  being  the  day  appointed  for  a  general  faat.  he  preached  a  aermoD 
itore  the  tTnlverslty,  "On  the  Causes  of  tbe  present  Rebellion  la  America,"  Oata- 
«M  A'etc  York  Slate  Librarv-  Tbe  pabllcstlon  of  this  sermon  gave  rise  to  mucb 
mtroverfiy  I>etwenn  (be  whlc  and  torj  pnrtics  of  that  dav.  He  nflerwnrdg  became 
ibilster  of  the  nrst  Rplscopnl  Chapel  In  Edinburgh,  where  he  continued  to  oOlclBt* 
>  a  Tery  respectable  congregation  nntll  hla  death,  which  took  place  In  ITSG.  Hs 
led  suddenly,  and  was  Interred  in  the  Episcopal  burying  ground.  Dr.  Cooper  was, 
I  baa  already  been  remarked,  a  trne  Oirord  man.  and  In  nil  probability.  fnllT 
med  In  bla  opinions,  prejudices  and  tastes,  with  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson.  Hla 
elltlcal  plecea  are  distlngulsbed  (or  area!  strength  and  elegance  o(  style,  as  wall 
s  for  a  holdneaa  ol  satire  and  severity  of  sarcasm,  which  have  aeldom  been  snr- 
asstd.  His  moral  character  was  without  any  serious  reproach,  although  grave  men 
-  ■  •  ■  :  the  freedom  nrd  mrvlvlslltv  of  his  social  hablta. 
satlon.  baa  been  preserved  by  a 


rnimbuU'a  Ifae  Flncol. 


—Col.  Don.  S.  Y.  Vol.  tVVV  m-  IW.  ^*»*- 
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our  Arms  (as  they  called  It),  namely,  the  Mohawks,  and  others  liylng  amongst  oar 
settlements,  who  they  remarked  had  heen  very  osefnll  to  us,  and  were  now  greatly 
neglected  by  the  English. — The  Mohawks  In  particular,    (supported  by  the  mt) 
signified  their  desire  to  speak  in  public,  that  His  Majesty  would  take  their  case  late 
Consideration,  and  allow  them  a  Missionary,  obserrlng  that  they,  and  their  Fathen 
bad  been  Christianised,  and  attended  for  many  years  by  Ministers  of  the  ChnrGh  of 
England — that  a  former  King  had  built  them  a  Church,  and  had  taken  moch  cut  ti 
them,  but  that  they  have  been  now  for  many  years  without  an  English  Clergjnta, 
which  gave  them  much  concern. — Sir  William,  forseeing,  that  these,  and  many  otte 
matters  of  a  private  nature,  would  if  spoken  in  publick,  furnish  part  of  the  C» 
federacy  with  subjects  for  dlsagreable  reflections,  represented  to  them,  that  thm 
would  l>e  no  occasion  to  bring  matters  before  the  rest  of  the  Nations,  in  whieb  ttuj 
were  not  particularly  concerned,  as  he  would  lay  them  before  His  Majesty,  tnm 
whose  generous  sentiments  and  pious  regard  for  their  future  welfare,  thcj  ntgtt 
expect  that  they  would  be  attended  to. 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol  Till,  pp.  2S7,  »7. 

I 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

1770;  Synodalia.     Art  44. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  received  reports,  by  letters,  of  the 
action  of  the  several  Classes,  regarding  the  pre-advice  (see  a(5tioa  \ 
of  Classis,  Sept.  4,  1769)  of  their  Noble  Mightinesses  (the  Synod  i 
of  North  Holland;)  and  which  prc-advicc  (of  the  Synod,  July 25, 
1769,)  had  been  accepted  by  the  (Classical)  delegates,  subject  to 
the  approval  (of  the  several  Classes,)  and  all  of  which  had  been 
converted  into  a  Syiiodical  resolution:  but  the  Classis  (of  Amster 
dam)  ha.s  discovered  that  the  majority  of  the  Classes  leave  it  no 
liberty  to  eif(X*t,  in  the  name  of  the  Synod,  such  an  agreement 
(between  the  Coetus  and  the  Conferentio  in  New  York)  as  shall 
tend  best  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties:     For  the  reports  are 
as  follows: 

1.  While  the  Classis  of  Alkmaar  abides  bv  the  Svnodical  reso- 
lution  adopted  in  the  year  1763: 

2.  The  Classis  of  Haarlem  would  gladly  see,  in  case  ou: 
( Amstonlani)  Classis  should  know  of  some  plan  of  uniting  th 
parties  in  an  amicable  way,  anJ  to  the  greatest  satisfaction  of  botl 
sides,  such  Plan  communic^ited  to  it,  before  it  is  sent,  in  onle 
that  it  miflrht  express  its  opinion  thereon  as  soon  as  possible. 

3.  The  Classis  of  llooni  abides  by  the  pre-advice  of  their  Nobl 
Mightinesses,  provided  that  our  (Amsterdam)  Classis  shall  not  s 
all  depart  from  the  Pluiv  rnvWe^Kj^A  m  ^^  ^^«ct  Vl^ft. 
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4.  The  Claseis  of  Enkhuizen  judges  that  the  resolution  of  the 
fear  1763  should  be  adhered  to.  (Only  the  Clasaig  of  Edam  stood 
Kpuurely  by  Amsterdam:  there  were  six  in  all  in  the  Synod  of 
North  EoUand:) 

Whereupon  our  (Amsterdam)  Classis  has  resolved  to  declare  to 
the  Synod,  that  it  resigns  (afzien)  forever  the  affairs  of  New  York 
and  New  Jersey,  and  everything  that  needs  to  be  done  about  that 
diorch.  It  leaves  the  whole  business,  henceforth,  entirely  to  the 
care  of  Synod,  (of  North  Holland)  and  surrenders  all  the  letters 
which  the  Classis  has  received  from  the  various  parties,  to  do  with 
Aem  as  the  Synod  shall  deem  best.  This  is  done  by  these  presents. 
Rev.  Longueville,  minister  in  the  English  church  at  Amsterdam 
delivered  to  the  Classis  a  letter  from  the  (Presbyterian)  Synod 
of  New  York,  with  the  request  that  the  Classis  would  cause  the 
■ame  to  reach  the  Synod  (of  North  Holland)  through  its  del^ates. 
This  is  also  hereby  ordered,     xiv.  238,  239.      [See  Sept  3.] 

Action  of  thb  Synod  of  Nobth  Holland,  July  31-Acq.  ft, 

1770.     Pp.  31-35,  Vol.  65. 

Article  33.— Classical  Changes. 

IbwToik: 

Bit.  John  LlTlnfiton,  B.  8.  U.  C.  waa  flnall;  eiaiDtned,  tnd  ordained  to  Om  mlA- 
hbr  lor  ttaa  dtj  of  Mew  loik,  April  1,  ITTO. 

Article  42. — The  Gebuan  Chuecues. 

BcT,  [CIirlBilati]  Fred.  Foerlng  had  been  eiamlned  Id  tbe  aprtog  and  aialgned  U> 
tkt  three  charcbee  et  Qermantoim,  WItpen  and  Worcheiter  until  tbe  HeetlQK  of  the 
CMtne.  Thoae  three  chorchee  bad  oEaln  Impaituoed  to  have  him.  Tbe  Coetoa  ftit 
that  It  eoald  not  refnee  their  reqneit  and  aaka  our  approral. 

Their  cannot  see  bat  that  the  reqacst  concernloK  Ber.  tChrlatlan]  F,  Foerlng  la 
rltlit.  and  bo  have  no  objection  to  gratifying  Ihe  wlah  of  the  three  cbnrcbea  to 
vtalch  hia  Rer.  haa  been  aaalgned;  and  tbe  action  la  approved.  [Rev.  Foecing  anb- 
■aqneoUr  came  to  New  Tork.] 


New  York  and  New  Jebsbt. 


AD  the  Claaaea  refar  to  their  lettera  to  the  CUaala  of  Amaterdam.    1\i«m  -wen  ^on 
nad  froD  tfa'Jr  Aett. 


1770 
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The  Classls  [of  Amsterdam]  haying  hy  letters  receired  information  of  the  deci- 
sions of  the  other  Classes,  concerning  the  adTice  of  their  Hon.  Mightinesses,  wUch 
its  Commissioners  had  accepted,  subject  to  their  approbation,  has  found  tint  the 
majority  of  the  Classte  do  not  leave  it  free  to  effect  such  an  agreement,  in  the 
name  of  the  Synod,  as  may  prore  to  be  most  satisfactory  to  both  parties. 

1.  Because  the  Classis  of  Alkmaar  abides  by  the  Synodical  reaolutioii  adopted  la 
1703. 

2.  The  Classis  of  Haarlem,  in  case  our  Classis  might  know  of  some  wty  for 
uniting  the  parties  in  the  most  friendly  way,  would  like  to  hare  the  plan  thereof 
communicated  to  it  before  it  is  sent  over,  so  that  it  might  give  its  opinion  thereon 
as  soon  as  possible. 

3.  The  Classis  of  Hoorn  acquiesces  in  the  advice  of  their  Hon.  Hlghttneasci,  pro- 
vided our  Classis  does  not.  in  substance,  depart  from  the  measures  proposed  in  the 
year  1768. 

4.  The  Classis  of  Rnkbuysen  Is  of  opinion  that  the  action  of  1763  ought  to  ittni 

5.  The  Classis  of  Edam  falls  In  with  the  advice  of  their  Hon.  Mightinesses. 
Whereupon  our  Classis  resolved  to  state  to  the  Synod,  that  it  gives  up  for  good 

the  matter  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey ;  and  henceforth  leaves  entirely  to  the  cere 
of  the  Synod  whatever  is  to  be  done  about  that  Church ;  giving  into  its  hands  all  the 
letters  which  the  Classis  has  received  from  the  different  parties,  to  do  with  them  u 
it  thinks  best.     This  was  done;  but  later,  the  (letters)  were  returned. 

Upon  the  wise  advice  of  their  Hon.  Mightinesses,  particularly  because  of  the  nev 
light  thrown  on  this  matter,  so  far  as  Rev.  Ritsema  is  concerned,  it  was  retolTed 
that  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  be  requested  to  keep  that  church  under  Iti 
supervision,  and  to  act  according  to  circumstances  in  matters  that  come  np,  snhjeet, 
however,  to  the  approval  of  the  several  Classes.  These  shall  moat  speedily  eoa* 
municate  their  opinions  thereon  at  the  first  meetings  held,  so  that  the  Oommii- 
sioners  from  Amsterdam  may  make  report  of  them  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Classis. 

In  regard  to  a  letter  from  the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  New  York  and  New  Jen9i 
and  rhiladelphia,  of  May,  1769,  signed  by  Guilielmus  Klrkpatrick,  Moderator  of  the 
Synod,  containing  a  request  to  enter  into  correspondence  with  the  said  Synod,  it 
was  resolved  that  the  scribe  shall  reply  to  it,  and  state  that  the  North  Holland 
Synod  tnkes  pleasure  in  corresponding  with  churches  that  are,  with  her,  of  the  nme 
faith  :  but  Alknianr.  Haarlem  and  Amsterdam  take  that  letter,  moreover  ad  refwen- 
dum,  O-  e.  into  further  consideration). 


CiirKcii  OF  Xew  York. 
Grant  of  tlu*  Towniship  of  Levden. 

New  York.  Aug.  13,  1770. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Uev.  J.  H.  Livingston,  dated  at  London,  June  12,  1770, 
statin;?  that  he  could  not  well  come  with  the  June  Packet,  but  would  with  the  next 
opportunity. 

The  resolution  of  the  Consistory,  April  30th,  1770,  concerning  the  request  to  the 
Lieutenant-Governor,  a  tract  of  land,  was  not  only  acted  upon,  but  accomplished ;  >o 
that  on  Wednesday,  Au^st  8th,  his  Excellency  signed  and  sealed  the  patent  under 
the  name  of  "  The  Townships  of  Leyden  ;"  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Elder,  Ab.  U>^ 
delivered  it  into  the  hands  of  domine  Joanne  Ritzema  as  a  gift,  free  from  all  costs 
coming  to  his  Kxcellency.  He  showed  himself  pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  o^ 
favoring  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York,  For  this  he  was  heartily  thanked  In  the 
name  of  the  Consistory.  This  was  stated  to  him,  together  with  the  proposal  of  the 
further  measures  by  which  it  might  at  the  first  opportunity  be  made  over  to  the 
Consistory  as  a  Corporation.     [See  April  30.] 

In  reference  to  this,  a  request  was  made  by  Justice  SHeper  for  the  aasistaoce  of 
the  Consistory  in  making  an  open  road  through  the  same.  Thia  road  runs  to  tb* 
length  of  forty  miles  through  lYxe  Ti«\g;\i\»oT\Ti^  ^sAxxAa  msA  that  of  the  Dutch  Choreic 
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And  alDce  the  Coltega  (Eluga)  hu  glTcn  £10.,  ve  Mold  not  do  leaa;  uid  so  tha  £10. 

Blgned  etc., 

Lambertm  dc  Bonde,  p.  t.  FrMldenti 

(See  order  In  Connell  lor  erecting  tbe  count;  of  Gloocestec  In  Qoitbeutem  New 
Tork,  DOW  Termont,  In  which  thla  toiniihlp  wm  located.  Doc.  BUt  N.  T.  4to.  t. 
It.  390-1.) 

New  York,  Aug.  SOth,  1770. 
CoDBlgtarT  beld  after  calling  on  Ood's  nuDe. 

The  particular  pervoni  who  EODglit  and  obtained  the  Patent  abD*e  mentioned,  tI*^ 
Pleter   Keteltas,  Abram  Lott,  etc.,  to-da;  slsned  orer  the  same  to  the  UlnlBtan, 
Bldera  and  Deacona  for  them  and  their  Bncceiiora,  tor  the  behoof  of  the  Dutch 
Aeformed  Consregatlon  In  New  Tork,  forever. 
Signed  etc., 

LambeTtua  de  Bonde,  p.  t.  PrealdeoL 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstekdau. 
Committee  (Delegates)  ad  Synodmn. 
1770,  Sept.  3rd.  §  8.  The  delegates  to  Synod  report  that  the 
Xatin  letter  from  New  York,  brought  before  this  Classis  by  Rev. 
Longneville,  was  delivered  over  to  the  Synod,  and  that  the  answer 
"to  this  letter  has  already  been  forwarded  to  him  in  London  by  the 
Scriba  Sjmodi;  they  recite  the  principal  events  that  occurred  at 
fiynod,  and  refer  further  to  the  Acta  of  Synod.  Further  the 
Olasais  resolves  that,  in  accordance  with  the  /  proposition  at  the 
fiynod  of  Alkmaar,  1770,  the  examinees,  before  signing  the 
Formulae  of  Concord,  must  declare  that  they  have  previously  read 
the  flame,     xiv.  241,  242.      [See  1770,  Synodalia] 

Church  of  New  York. 
Arrival  of  Dr.  Livingston. 

New  York,  gept.  eth,  1T70. 

Conalator;  beld  after  calling  on  God'a  name. 

Or.  lohn  H.  LlTlDgaton,  called  to  be  mlDleter  from  the  Academj  of  TTtrecht,  for 
our  Dutch  Congregation,  In  the  English  tongue,  presented  all  hU  Bcclealastica]. 
'Claailcal,  and  Academical  testimonial  i.  From  these,  goal  locations  aud  lawful  eom- 
mlMlon  b;  the  Clasala  of  Amsterdam  appeared,  and  be  was  Ibereapon  received  bj  the 
ConslstoTj  as  an  Anoclate  In  the  Mlulatrr  of  tbe  Gospel,  In  a  cordial  address  fcom 
tbe  Prealdent.  with  expressions  of  destre  for  a  bleialng.    These  were  conOrmed  by  all 

Arch.  Laldlie,  p.  t.  Preaident. 


irro 


4192  Ecclesiastical  Records 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York. 

Classis  allowed  to  act  on  unofficial  reports. 

1770,  Oct.  1st.     Art.  6.     The  Committee  on  the  Affairs  of 
New  York  submit  for  consideration  the  following:  Inasmuch  as, 
according  to  a  Synodical  resolution,  the  affairs  of  New  York  were 
again  recommended  to  this  Classis,  to  act  pro  re  nata;  but  in  regard 
to  which  the  other  Classes  must  first  state,  if  they  consent  to  tiiat 
resolution:  Should  not  the  Classis  have  the  liberty  when  fayo^ 
able  reports  come  in  from  the  several  Classes,  of  writing,  as  soon 
as  possible,  to  New  York,  both  to  the  so-called  Coetus,  and  to  the 
Conferentie,  as  well  as  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  in  aMWcr 
to  their  letters  sent  as  early  as  last  year ;  and  propose  spedfically 
in  these  letters  some  modification  in  reference  to  the  appointment 
of  Professors ;  touching  the  local  combination  either  with  the 
Presbyterian  College  at  Princeton,  or  with  the  Episcopal  CoDeg^ 
at  New  York,  more  fully  mentioned  in  the  proposaL     This  hav- 
ing been  discussed,  the  proposed  modification  was  indeed  a]h 
proved;  but  it  was  deemed  by  most  of  the  members  of  Classis^ 
that  those  letters,  before  they  are  sent  off,  must  first  be  read  at 
the  next  meeting  of  Classis,  and  be  approved,     xiv.  244. 

Tub  Consistory  of  Kingston,  Per  Rkv.  Isaac  Rysdyck,  to 
THE  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  10,  1770.  Vol.  33,  Pagk 
206,  No.  437. 

(Abstract) 

A  letter  from  the  ConelRtory  of  Kingffton.  signed  Oct.  10,  1770,  by  the  elder*. 
Adam  Swart,  C.  J.  Elmendorf,  Adrian  Wynkoop,  and  Benjamin  Louw;  and  tooT 
deacons,  Johannes  Van  Keunen,  Petrus  Baasen,  Cornells  B«ekman,  Htodrlcot 
Jansen  Jantz ;  and  written.  In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  aforesaid 
Consistory,  by  Isaac  Rysdyk,  V.  D.  M.,  of  Poughkpeepsle  and  Fishkill,  as  preild0< 
protem,  and  scribe. 

They  complain  that,  although  they  have  not  the  slightest  reason  to  doobt  0(ff 
watchful  care,  their  authorization  for  a  call,  transmitted  to  as  four  years  ago,  ^**' 
as  far  as  they  know,  received  no  answer  as  yet,  so  that  they  find  themselves  itU^ 
deprived  oif  a  capable  pastor  and   teacher. 

They  request  that,  If  we  have  not  yet  come  to  an  agreement  with  a  worthy 
minister  for  them,  we  might,  as  early  and  securely  as  possible,  send  back  to  tlic0 
the  authorization  for  a  call,  because  they  have  opportunity  to  tettla  tlie  Dfttttf 
in  another  way.  Meanwhile  they  thank  us  for  the  trouble  which,  no  dooMi  ^ 
bBve  already  been  pat  to,  lor  Uiem.  Tli^^  eommenid  their  caae  to  cor  thooglit  •** 
care,  and  close  with  congTSLtaVaWaikm. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  EAKL  OF  DUNMOEE,  GOV- 

EKXOR,  OCTOEER  19,  1770-JULY  9,  1771. 

Chuech  op  New  Toek. 

To  Hia  EiMiicncr,  the  Bight  Honorable  loho,  ei»tI  «t  Donmoce,  CaptaliMIeiMnl 
and  OoTernor-lD-Ctalef  Id  and  over  tbe  PioTlnce  of  Mew  Xork,  uid  Uie  Tercltorle* 
dependlne  tbereoa  Id  America,  Cbancellor  aDd  Vice  Admiral  of  tbe  midcl 

Tbe    Bumble  addreaa   of   the   HJnlttera,    Elder*  and   Oeacona  <tf    the   Betormed 
Proteatant  Ihitch  Church  of  the  atj  trf  Mew  Xotk. 
Ha;  It  iileaae  your  Bicellencj: — 

W«  hli  Ualeety'a  moat  dutUol  and  \ay^.^  tnbleets,  tbe  Mlotitera,  BIden  and 
Deacooa  of  tbe  Reformed  Proteitant  Daicb  Ctaureb  of  tbe  City  of  New  York  beg 
4(aTe  moat  alncerety  to  congratulate  rour  Lordablp  on  jour  lafe  arrlral  In  tbla 
ProTlnce.  ta  the  KOTCTDmcnt  of  which  our  moat  (raclona  SoTerelfn  baa  been 
pleaaed  to  appoint  you. 

With  aentlmcnta  of  tbe  warmest  KMtltude  to  the  beat  of  Princes  In  placing  a 
person  of  your  Lordahlp'e  dlatlnriUhed  birth  and  amiable  character  to  the  chief 
command  of  this  Colonj :  permit  OB,  mf  Lord,  to  sasure  7on  of  our  ardent  wishes 
•nd  prayers  that  the  same  ProvldeDce  which  baa  aafely  eotidiicted  jaa  throogh  tbe 
perils  and  dangere  of  tbe  ocean,  ma;  continue  to  amile  aa  70U1  petMn,  family  and 
Mdmlnlstratlon. 

The  Dutch  Church,  mr  Lord,  tbe  moat  ancient  In  tbla  Cotony,  baa  from  time 
to  time  been  dlBtlnsulsbed  with  particular  marka  of  the  Ba;al  favor;  ber  tD>- 
valuable  rlghta  and  prlvllcgea  InTlolatelr  preaerred ;  and  her  membera,  we  flatter 
ourselves,  not  undeaerTedl;  eatcemed  dutiful  and  lorat  anbjecta  to  his  Majeat;  and 
Um    Roral    predeceiaora.      We    may    therefore    with    the    greatest    alocerltr    promise 

Haj  tbe  Supreme  Dlipoeer  of  all  events  long  preserve  joar  Lordship  1    Hay  year 
admtnlatratlon   meet  with   the  approbation   of  our   most  graclooa   SOTcrelfn;   and 
nay  you,  my  Lord,  luig  enjoy  tbe  eateem  of  a  happy  and  gratefal  people. 
We  are  my  Lordablp'a  moat  dutiful  and  obedient  aervents, 

Arch.  Laldlle,  p.  t  President 
Conalatory  Chamber, 

Mew    Xork,    October    ES,    ITTO. 

HIa  Lordablp'a  anawer  was. 


1  return  yon  my  aincere  thanka  for  your  addreaa,  I  shall  neglect  nothing  Id 
my  power  to  preaerve  to  the  ancient  Dutch  Church  that  security  It  has  hitherto 
BO   deeervedly    enjoyed;    and    Ita    membera    may    depend    upon    my    aupport    and 


Journal  of  the  New  York  Assembly. 

ITTl,  Jan.  T.  p.  21.  Flrat  mdlOK  of  a  BUI  broiiKht  In  by  Hr.  Ten  Broeck 
entitled,  "An  Act  to  enable  every  church  or  congregation  at  Beformed  Proteetanta 
tn  the  county  of  Albany,  without  dlacrlmlnalloD  to  take  and  bold  ealatea  to  ttu 
value  of  one  hundred  pound*  aterllng.  p.  22.  Second  reading.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee of  whole  houae.  p.  4D.  Ordered  that  the  above  Bill  be  engrossed,  p.  58. 
BUI  passed.  Meaars.  Ten  nroeck  and  Trn  Eyck  a  committee  to  carry  tbe  Bill 
to  tbe  Council  and  desire  their  concurrence.     Smothered  In  Council. 

JOURXAI,  OF  THE  KeW  YoRK  ASSEMBLY. 

ITTI,  Jan.  8.  The  Bill  mentioned  above  on  p.  TT,  <Jan.  16,  ITTO)  was  read  a 
aseond  time  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  hoosa. 

IITI,  Jan.  28.    The  engrossed  Bill  mentioned  above,  (b.  n,  Jan,  \%,  V\1^"i  ^»» 
<Md  a  tblrd  am»  and  ptmtd  and  MBt  to  the  Council  by  Ten  RtmA  *»&  "£«&  ^^tia. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York. 

1771,  Jan.  8tli.  Art.  2.  The  Committee  on  the  affaus  of 
New  York,  report,  that  all  the  Classes,  in  accordance  with  the 
resolution  o^  Synod,  now  gives  liberty  to  the  Classis  of  AIn8te^ 
dam  to  act  pro  re  naiaj  in  the  writing  of  their  letters  to  New  York. 
They  furthermore  make  known  that  they  have  considered  every- 
thing maturely ;  and  accordingly  they  will  now  read  to  the  Assem- 
bly the  entire  letter  received  from  the  church  of  New  York,  dated 
May  11, 1769. 

The  reply  to  this  letter  was  also  read  by  the  Committee,  which 
was  approved  for  sending.  They  also  read  a  letter  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  being  a  reply  to  a  letter  of  theirs, 
dated  May  5,  1769.  They  also  read  a  letter  to  the  members  of 
the  Conferentie  of  New  York,  being  an  answer  to  a  letter  of 
theirs,  of  May  5,  1769,  signed  by  four  ministers  of  the  Con- 
ferentie.    xiv.  245. 

Bitzema. 

Art.  2.     Also  a  letter  to  Rev.  Ritzema,  being  a  reply  to  two 
letters  from  him,  dated  March  4,  and  May  9,  1769. 
These  were  all  approved  for  sending,     xiv.  246. 

The  Classis  of  Amsteki>am  to  the  Co>'S1story  of  XE^v  Yobk. 
Jax.  8,  1771.     Vol.  31,  Tage  344.     Xo.  207. 

To  the  Consistory  of  New  York. 
Worthy  Gentlemen  and  Much -esteemed  Brethren : — 

We  duly  received  your  two  letters  of  March  Slat  and  May  11th,  1769.     In  coi»P^*' 
ance  with  your  friendly  request  In  the  first,  we  have  ordained  for  service  In  J^ 
church.  Rev.  Mr.  Livinfjston,  after  two  examinations  In  which  he  was  found  hy  ^ 
to  be  very  competent.     We  provided  him  with  a  proper  Act.     (Testimonial  of  of^^* 
tlon.)      It  plves  us  proat  satisfaction  to  learn  that  he  arrived  safely  In  yonr  ^^' 
and  has  already  assumed   the  duties  of  the  sacred  office  among  you.*     It  !• 
hearty  wish   that   he  mnlce  his  ministry  amonp  you  glorious.     May  he,  more^^^ 
besides  this  ministry  amonp  you,  contribute  much  to  bring  about  unity  and  P^  , 
generally,  and  promote  true  edification  and  blessedness,  through  the  saTing  \f^^^ ^ 
edge  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  together  with  the  pure  and  godly  walk  nece^^ 
thereto. 

The  contents  of  your  second  letter,  (May  11th,  1769)  we  could  not  answer  ^'^^^^^ 
that  the  Christian  Synod  had  committed  anew  to  us  the  care  of  the  chorch^^^^ 
New  York  and  New  Jersey,  whereof  we  would  have  much  rather  been  rellered.      ^ 

•He  left  Holland,  June  Ist,  1770.  and  wrote  to  the  Consiatory  of  New  Yori^^ 
Jone  12th  from  London.    He  atrWeA  Vn  1^«^  Yovk  Sept.  8rd  1770»  moA  was  tsaf^^^ 
received  on  Sept  6th. 
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SOD  of  thU  WBi  tlist  tb«  uiRjorlty  of  tbe  Clnuei  did  not  leave  ai  tba  Itbcct;  to  act, 
tccordiDce  wllb  tbe  resolullDn  of  tbe  Sfood  which  we  brought  to  jour  knowledK* 
our  letter  of  Bept.  4,  1780.  We  lolormed  joa  thnt  tbe  Classes  rcQaested  ua  to 
ilD  tboM  cbnrfheH  under  our  aupervlilon,  aud  to  act  pro  ra  nata  ai  tbe  caaca 
uired,  In  our  letter  of  Jauuar;  9,  ITTO. 

Ve  hare  learned  with  Hallsfaftlan  that  oar  endcarora  to  reunite  all  tbe  Dutch 
'ormed  churches  In  jour  couulr;,  and  to  heal  tbe  breach,  are  approved  by  yon. 

rejoice  In  the  express  declaration  of  jour  heartfelt  reaming  and  deaire  for  tha 
lacalloD  of  the  divided  brethren,  and  Id  the  practical  proofa  glren  In  your  tetter 
UB  on  that  aubject.      We  kindly  requeit  you  to  penerere  llrmly  In  tbla  line  of  aial 

tbe  BttalDmeDt  of  this  object.  We  are  no  leta  aorry  than  yooraelrea  that  the 
embllog  together  of  the  brethren  of  tbe  Coetua  and  Confereatis  waa  inapeDded, 
ag  prevented  by  a  member  of  the  Cooferentle,  [Ultiema],  who,  as  It  dearly 
tears  1o  ua,  U  too  strongly  attached  to  the  Eplaeopal  Society  by  the  oatb  which 
has  tilien  to  Bdvance  tbe  IntereiCs  of  the  same,*  and  that,  to  the  Ereat  Injury  of 
'  church  of  which  he  It  a  mlolster.  We  are  the  more  grlevend  at  this,  when  wo 
:e  Into  consideration  the  fact,  which  yoa  were  pleased  to  tell  ua,  that  yon  thonsht 
I  had  well-founded  reasons  for  believing,  that  If  the  two  pactlea  had  then  met  to 
■t  with  each  other  as  brethren,  good  reanlts  would  have  enaaed.  U  tbla  condl- 
n  of  affairs  contlnnes.  we  agree  with  yoa  that  we  cao  expect  nothing  less  than  Um 
7  saddest  consequences  to  the  Church.  Bat  we  heartily  hope  such  tblnE«  may  be 
ilded  by  a  friendly  meeting  for  reconelllatlon,  for  the  eo-operatloD  following  a 
Ion  of  peace  will  greatly  conduce  to  the  beat  Interests  of  Ood's  Zlon. 
It  Is  very  agreeable  to  us.  that  oar  proposed  PL.AN  or  Project  for  Union  and  tb« 
itoratlOD  of  good  order.  In  all  Its  essential  parts,  met  with  the  spproral  of  most 
t  the  churches.)  We  had  not  soppoaed  that  at  the  flrat.  ws  ataonld  have  hit 
trythlDg  BO  exactly  that  there  would  be  nothing  needing  alteration  or  ImprOTe- 
>Dt.  We  had  requested  the  conslderatlDD  of  It  by  the  breOiren,  and  coDaeQUently 
•  have  taken  your  suggestions  Into  our  consideration. 

We  bare  therefore  the  honor  now  to  Inform  you  that  we  willingly  abandon  oar 
tended  combination  of  you  with  Princeton,  (altboogb  this  seemed  to  ns  leaa 
penslTf),  because  of  tbe  objections  which  yon  have  brought  forward.  Bat  we 
so  totally  disapprove  of  Rev.  Rltsema's  proposed  combination  with  the  Bplacopal 
»demyt  at  New  Tork.  as  being  Impracticable.  Instead  of  these  plans  we  agree 
at  It  would  be  best.  "  as  soon  as  the  desired  reconclllatlaa  of  the  now  dWIded 
ftliren  shall  be  effected,  a  Professor,  (or  perhaps  two  Professors)  of  Theology 
onld  be  elected,  as  wag  proposed  In  the  first  Plan,  with  a  sudlcIeDt  salary,  and  that 
ch  Professor,  without  standing  In  any  relation  to  any  existing  Academy,  give  les- 
at  In  theology,  etc..  In  his  own  dwelling,  and  only  to  such  students  as  can  show 
■  cenincafes,  that  they  have  been  two  or  three  years  either  nt  one  of  the  Colleges, 

SI  a  Blgh  School  or  OymnaBlum.  under  able  teachers  In  the  languages,  philosophy, 
c,  who  may  now  be  In  your  country,  or  who  may  come  hereafter. " 
Tie   change   of   the   namea   of   Coetua   and    Conventus    Into    those    of    Synod    and 
"bbIb  we  cannot  allow,  (or  reasona  given  by  the  Cbrlstinn  Synod  of  North  Holland 

1703.  which  are  known  to  you  from  those  Mlnntes. 

The  union  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coetua  with  (hat  of  New  York  does  not  belong  to 
1.  but  depends  on  the  Synod  not  only  of  North  Holland  but  also  on  that  of  South 
olland.  Such  union  would  encounter  more  difficulties  and  draw  more  consequences 
t*r  It  than  you  Imagine. 

^rthermore.  ne  Join  our  hearty  wlabes  with  yours,  and  pray  that  tbe  God  Of 
'ate  would  be  pleased  so  far  to  unite  in  love  the  divided  brethren,  that  they  may 
In  their  Ehnulders  lo  carry  forward  the  Ark  of  God,  that  the  churches  may  b« 
TOndBDtlj  edlded  by  their  ministrations,  that  many  who  are  yet  without,  may 
Ickly  be  brought  lo  the  Havlnj 
nisbluR  God's  beat  blessloRa 
■n  ourselves  with  sincere  broth 

^  Clasats,  Jan,  8.  1771. 

I.  C.  A,  1878.  pp.  68,  64,  ( 
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The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  Kew  York, 
Jan.  8,  1771.     Vol.  31,  Page  347.     No.  208. 

ReF.  Sirs  and  Highly-honored  Brethren : — 

Tour  letter  of  May  5th  1760  with  other  papers  came  duly  to  hand.  We  coold  not 
reply  to  it  **  before  that  the  Christian  Synod  had  committed  anew  to  as  the  em 
of  the  churches  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  of  which  we  would  much  rather  ben 
relleyed.  The  reason  for  this  was  because  the  majority  of  the  Classes  did  not  letit 
us  the  liberty  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Synod,  which  «• 
brought  to  your  knowledge  in  our  letter  of  Sept.  4,  1709.  We  informed  yov  In  oir 
letter  of  Jan.  0th  1770.  that  the  Classis  requested  us  to  reuin  thoae  chudMi 
under  our  supervision  and  to  act  pro  re  nata^  as  the  cases  occurred. 

We  learned,  indeed,  with  fO'oat  pleasure,  from  your  letter,  your  anxlons  desire  fbr 
the  restoration  of  peace.  We  understand,  however,  from  the  same  document  the 
fruitlessness  of  the  efforts  you  have  made  towards  its  accomplishment,  becanst  ol 
the  conduct  of  the  brethren  of  the  Conferentie,  which  we  cannot  approTe.  We  hspi 
and  wish  from  the  heart  that  you  will  persevere  earnestly  in  your  efforts  for 
reconciliation,  and  contribute  ererything  which  may  help  toward  this  so  Decensry 
union  of  dlyided  brethran. 

It  seems  to  us,  from  your  communication,  that  you  still  flatter  youraelTCs  witk 
the  hope  of  the  erection  of  an  Academy  of  your  own,  which  will  requira.  aeeordlig 
to  our  Ideas  of  such  things,  an  endowment  of  some  tuns  of  gold.*  Whether  yon  will 
be  able  to  find  such  an  endowment  in  your  country,  we  know  not;  bat  we  an 
certain  that  the  expectation  of  a  generous  collection  of  money  in  our  coantiy,  wID 
meet  with  no  better  success  than  did  the  disappointed  hopes  of  Rat.  (Tlieodore) 
Frelinghuysenf  (In  1750.)  Therefore  we  kindly  request  you  to  abandon  that  Mm* 
or  at  least  to  wait  for  the  execution  of  it  until  a  more  favorable  opportunity,  Bak- 
ing no  use  of  the  charter  obtained  until  a  sufficient  endowment  shall  baTS  been  ianA 
In  your  own  country 4 

We  will  gladly  forego  the  local  combination  with  the  Academy  at  PrlncetoSi 
because  of  the  objections  brought  forward.  We  think  after  further  consideratiaB 
that  it  would  l>e  best  "  that  as  soon  as  the  desired  reconciliation,  of  the  now  divided 
brethren,  shall  1>e  effected,  a  Professor  (or  rather  two  Professors)  of  Theolojor 
should  l>e  elected,  us  was  proi>o8ed  in  the  first  Plan,  with  a  sufficient  salary,  and  that 
such  ProfettBor.  without  standing  In  any  relation  to  any  existing  Academy,  glrc 
lesHons  In  tlHH>lo;o'  <^tc.,  in  his  own  dwelling,  to  such  students  only,  as  can  show 
by  certlflcales.  that  they  have  been  two  or  three  years,  either  at  one  of  the  Collegw. 
or  at  a  IliKb  School,  or  (tymnaslum,  under  able  teachers  in  the  languages,  philoao- 
phy,  etc..  who  may  now  he  in  your  country,  or  who  may  come  hereafter.'* 

The  alterations  which  you  prefer  in  the  proposed  Plan,  (inserted  verbatim  In  the 
Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  176S.)  are  partly  unimportant,  and  partly  InconsliteDt 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  Netheriand  churches.  The  reason  why  you  deilre  the 
addition  of  the  w(»rd  ec^lraiaatical  to  the  words  "  the  very  closest  relation  of  thoM 
churches  to  that  of  Netheriand  as  their  Mother  Church  must  remain  irrefragable," 
or  rather  in  its  complete  form,  the  expression  of  "  close  ecclesiastical  union  with  the 
Netheriand  Church,"  does  not  seem  clear  to  us,  and  therefore  is  not  satisfactory: 
for  ••  the  very  closest  relation  *'  whereof  we  speak,  is  a  relation  of  your  Church  to 
ours,  and  thus  an  ecclesiastical,  and  not  a  civil  relation.  Neither  can  we  dliCOTtf 
the  reason  why  the  word  union  in  this  connection  would  be  better  than  the  word 
relation;  unless.  Indeed,  the  l)ond  of  union  might  be  desired  to  be  too  loose,  aad, 
therefore,  it  were  soupht  to  deprive  the  Netheriand  Church  of  the  never  yet  dtepat** 
title  of  the  Mother  Church  of  those  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Of  more  importance  is  the  change  of  the  terms  Coetut  and  Oonrtniud  into  thoiB 
of  Synod  and  CtaM/tis,  with  all  the  prerogatives  appertaining  thereto,  which  yo^ 
desire,  even  so  far  that  no  appeal  could  be  made  from  the  sentence  of  the  Syao**' 
since  this  would  absolutely  break  off  every  relation  of  your  Chur«!h  to  oura.    ^* 

*An  expression  for  a  very  large  quantity,  as  we  say— a  gold  mine. 

tSee  Corwins  Manual  of  1870 :  pp.  40,  268 :  4th  ed.  1902,  pp.  111-114,  427-4. 

IThia  evidently  refers  to  the  charter  of  1770. 
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stand  in  no  Ruch  relation  to  any  foreign  Synod,  but  only  to  tbose  In  our  own  land. 
With  the  churches  in  the  East  Indies  and  the  West  Indies,  we  stand  in  the  very 
closest  relation ;  but  In  those  countries  there  are  no  independent  Synods.  We 
foresee  that  if  It  Is  desired  to  introduce  such  an  alteration,  the  most  unfortunate 
consequences  would  ensue,  such  as  schism  upon  schism  and  worse  confusions  than 
eyer  before,  to  the  destruction  of  the  churches.  We  also  have  reason  to  fear  that 
those  who  persist  in  such  a  sentiment,  viz.,  the  loosening  of  the  bond  of  relationship 
to  the  Netherlands  Church,  and  the  standing  as  a  Church  by  themselves,  would,  too 
late,  be  sorry  for  such  a  course ;  for  the  certain  consequences,  to  our  way  of 
thinking,  of  all  this,  would  be  the  loss  of  the  privileges  which-  are  stipulated  for  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Churches  In  the  reports  of  the  Province  of  New  York  to  England. 

We  have  kindly  refused  the  request  of  the  church  of  Kingston  for  a  written 
dismission  of  the  Rev.  Meyer,  in  the  hope  that  you  come  to  terms  of  peace  and 
become  united  with  the  brethren  of  the  Conferentie.  We  feared  that  by  the  dl»> 
mission  of  Rev.  Meyer,  new  occasion  might  be  given  for  estrangement.  We  are  also 
expecting  that  when  the  union  of  all  the  brethren  shall  take  place,  that  those  thus 
united,  would  together,  even  in  the  church  of  Kingston,  perform  everything  that 
tendered  toward  mutual  satisfaction  and  general  edification. 

We  cloRe  with  a  sincere  declaration  that  we  are  fully  conscious  in  all  our  dealings 

with  the  churches  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  that  we  have  had  no  other  aim  than 

their  highest  benefit  and  genuine  welfare,  that  we  have  labored  for  that  end  with  a 

disinterested  desire.     Therefore  we,  who  have  conceded  more  for  the  restoration  of 

tbe  peace  of  your  churches  and  the  reunion  of  the  brethren  than  we  have  ever 

conceded  to  any  other  church  assembly,  either  in  the  East  Indies  or  the  West  Indies, 

would  feel  deeply  grieved,  if  we  should  have  to  draw  our  hand  from  them,  sineo 

neither  Classis  nor  Synod,  can  or  will  concede  anything  more  than  has  been  already 

done  by  us.     We  pray  that  the  God  of  peace  may  command  peace  upon  your  churches, 

and  cause  you  and  all  yours  to  enjoy  in  every  way  all  real  good.     We  sign  ourselve* 

with  sincere  brotherly  love  and  great  affection, 

Daniel  Serrurler,  Dep.  Praeses. 

N.  Tetterode,  Dep.  Scriba. 
In  Classis,  Jan.  8,  1771. 


The  Classis  of  Amsterdam   to    the  Ooitfbrbn'tie  of  Nhw 
York,  January  8,  1771.     Vol.  31,  Pages  356  etc.     No.  209. 

To  the  Conferentie  at  New  York. 

Bev.  Sirs  and  Much-honored  Brethren : — 

We  duly  received  two  letters  from  Rev.  Rltzema,  dated  March  4th  and  May  9th, 

1789;  also  a  letter  signed  by  Revs.  Fryenmoet,  Cocq,   (Cock),  Rysdyck  and  Eeni* 

dated  May  5th  1769,  with  an  enclosed   letter  to  the  Christian   Synod  of  North 

Holland.    These,   with   those   of   Rev.    Ritzema,   and   two   others,    written   by   the 

brethren  of  the  Coetus,  and  by  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  have  been  laid  by 

Us   on   the   table   of   the   Synod,    that    their   contents   may   be   compared   with    one 

Another.     Those  letters  of  yours,  (the  Conferentie),  and  especially  those  of  Rltzema^ 

Were  the  chief  reasons  why  the  difficulties  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey  hava 

remained  unsettled  so  long.     Because  of  these  letters  we  could  do  nothing  further, 

^nd  had  about  made  up  onr  minds  to  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  the  troabla- 

•ome  work  of  caring  for  the  churches  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  but  to  leave 

tbe  whole  business  to  the  disposition  of  the  Christian  Synod. 

We  were  confident  that  we  had  done  everything  wlthont  prejudice  and  in  the 
tuost  disinterested  manner,  to  restore  peace  and  progress.  But  the  Christian 
^ynod  resolved  to  request  the  Classis  ot  Amsterdam  to  retain  the  chnrches  of 
^ew  York  and  New  Jersey  nnder  their  supervision,  and  to  consider  the  cases 
tliat  might  occur  pro  re  nata;  (this  action  to  be)  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
t^espective  Classes,  which  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  communicate  their  judgments 
On  this  matter  at  the  next  meeting  (of  the  Synod).  Bnt  the  Information  of  the 
^lAsals  concerning  that  resolution  did  not  come  Im  until  oar  present  regnlar  meet* 
tag,  hence  we  could  not  answer  the  said  letters  sooner. 
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It  cauBed  as  bitter  f^iet  to  learn  from  the  letter  of  Rey.  Ritsema  that  be  wu 
unwlIlinK  to  be  reconciled  to  the  brethren  of  the  Coetus.  The  idea  which  ha 
triea  to  give  us  of  the  character  of  these  brethren  is  yery  different  from  that  whieU 
the  Coosistorj  of  New  York  giyes  us.  We  are  willing  to  belieye  that  the  bretbnn 
who  belong  to  the  Conferentle  are  defenders  of  orthodoxy ;  bat  whether  this  li 
also  true  of  Rev.  Rltzcma  seems  doubtful  to  us.  We  know  that  he  stands  in  a 
very  grave  relation  to  the  Episcopaliana,  without  the  consent  and  agtinst  tht 
wishes  of  the  Consistory  of  New  York. 

Concerning  the  sui^gestions  about  yoar  form  of  Church  goyemmeat,  we  do  aot 
perceive  that  you  desire  any  real  changes.  We  have  already  resi>onded  to  thi 
propositions  of  the  other  brethren.  That  our  PLAN  have  given  occasion  t»  u 
unusual  amount  of  advocacy  and  opposition,  yea,  even  strife  in  almost  all  tba 
churches,  K«>ems  very  strange  to  us,  because  the  Consistory  of  New  York  asRicd 
us  that  our  proposals  were  acceptable  to  at  least  nine-tenths  of  the  churehei  In 
your  regions.  Those  who  have  given  occasicm  for  this  strife,  not  onknowa  ts 
those  who  have  iosight  into  their  line  of  conduct,  will  be  obliged  to  answer  fbr 
their  conduct  to  their  Lord.  We  have  sought  to  establish  peace,  and  are  yet 
seeking  it,  whereof  all  our  acts  are  sufficient  proof. 

Concerning  the  Professorate,  it  seems  to  us  to  be  beat  **  that  as  aoon  as  **  ete, 
etc.     Sco  letters  preceding. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren,  if  it  be  your  wish  and  prayer,  for  the  welfare 
of  your  churches,  as  you  assert,  that  the  God  of  peace  would  be  pleased  so  tu 
to  bless  our  eCTorts  toward  the  healing  of  this  distressing  divialoo,  that  yoo  mv 
again  enjoy  the  fruits  of  a  settled  and  lasting  pefce,  why  do  you  longer  refnn 
to  give  the  hand  of  fraternal  fellowship  to  the  brethren  of  the  CoetosT  If  tfei 
welfare  of  the  churches  in  your  land  lies  upon  yoar  hearts,  join  yoarselves  hi  loMb 
in  one  body,  with  those  brethren  of  the  Coetus,  and  strive  cordially  with  ttai 
to  build  up  God's  Zion  and  edify  the  Church.  If  yoa  take  action  as  quickly  ta 
possible  upon  this,  our  prayerful  communication;  you  will  then  indeed  eosflrm 
what  Rev.  Ritzema  wrote  to  us :  **  Why  should  we  not  remain  sabordlnate  to  tha^ 
Classis  from  which  we  were  sent,  which  watches  over  us  with  so  much  lore 
care  and  has  always  done  soT' 

Our  prayerful  wish  is  that  PEACE  may  reign  In  your  hearts;  and  that  IX)V1 
which  is  the  fulfilling  of   the  law  and   the  bond  of  perfectness  may  heneefc 
govern  all  your  actions. 

With  sincere  brotherly  esteem,  etc,  etc. 

r>anlol   Serrurier,  Dep.  Praesei, 
N.   Tetterrode.    Dep.   Scribe. 
In  ClassIs,  Jan.  8,  1771. 

riinrcH  OF  New  York. 
Petition  in  behalf  of  Van  dor  Snian. 

New  York,  Jan.  21st,  1771. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  following  paper  signed  in  the  subscribers  own  hands  was  presented  to 

consistory. 

To  the  Reverend  Consistory. 

Reverend  Sirs : — 

We,   the  undersigned,   members  of  the  Dutch  Reformed   Church   in  the  City 
New  York,  come  before  you  with  all  honor  and  respect,  to  request  that  yoa 
be  pleased   to   restore   Mr.   Adrianus  Van   der   Sman   in   the  coming  May,  to 
dwelling,  of  which  he  has  now  for  seven  years  been  deprived ;  that  he  may  not 
obliged   to  wander  hither  and  thither,  nor  be  so  situated  that  he  cannot  recei 
his  catechumens  in  a  suitable  room ;  such  was  the  dwelling  erected  by  a  former  co 
sistory.  for  his  purpose,  and  not  for  an  ale  house,  which  It  is  at  present 

Your  compliance  with  this  request  will  greatly  oblige  us,  and  give  satlaffedi 
to  the  Dutch  congregation, 

Peter  Marschalk  Isaac  Blank 

Barnardus  Swartwout  Walter  P.  Heyer 

John  Blank  ^^^-  ^^««^*2^ 
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Weber  Cosine  Isaac  Kip 

Jna  Van  Dalsen  Coenraad  W.  Ham 

Will  G.  Blsworth  his 

Hendrlck  Bogart  Dirk  D.  X  Amerman 

Chrlsteyan  Demerest  mark 

Gllaem  Bogart  Wendel  Ham 

Isaac  van  Hoek  G.  van  Sollngen 

Jan   Amerman  Ahasuerus  Turk 

Derlck  Amerman*  Jr.  Jakobas  Lefferts 

Wm.   Weynat  Jacobus  Turk 

Jakobas  Bmyn  Cornelius  Turk 

Edward  Couwenhoyen 

Jno.  Eiswort 

Barnat   Sebrlng 

The  foregoing  request  was  granted  on  condition  that  the  sum  of  £16.,  which 
Mr.  Van  der  Sman  now  receives  for  rent,  ceases  from  that  time.  l%iB  the 
petitioners  received  with  satisfaction,  and  promised  to  do  their  best  for  farther 
pacification. 

Signed  etc. 

J.  Rltzema,  p.  t  President. 

Various  Items. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  Irregular  attendance  of  the  members  of  consistory  In 
future. 

Resolved,  That  members,  who  having  been  notified,  come  five  minutes  after  the 
hour,  shall  pay  six  pence;  and  those  who  are  absent  altogether,  one  shillings 
to  be  determined  by  the  clock  of  the  New  Church. 

Resolved,  Inasmuch  as  the  house  of  Isaac  Uytden  Bogart,  om  which  the  Con- 
sistory holds  a  mortgage.  Is  to  be  sold  tomorrow  at  public  vendue.  That  Jakobas 
ran  Zandt  and  Isaac  Roosevelt  shall  attend  and  bid  on  the  property  as  high  as 
the  mortgage  extends,  and  provide  so  far  as  possible,  that  the  church  be  not  a 
loser. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Deacons,  on  account  of  multiplied  expenditures  and  the  small 
income  from  the  collections,  are  not  In  a  condition  to  clear  themselves,  Resolve, 
That  they  draw  £100.  from  the  treasury.  Out  of  this  they  shall  advance  to  Mr. 
Welp  £20.,  to  be  deducted  from  his  salary  when  that  Is  paid.  ' 

Mr.  John  de  Peyster  brought  in  a  list  of  different  lots  of  Mr.  Jna  Harpemdlng, 
which  are  now  out;  and  desired  the  assistance  of  the  Elders  In  dealing  with  the 
same  to  the  advantage  of  the  church,  H.  Kip,  B.  Brevoort  and  Isaac  RooiMvelt 
were  appointed  a  committee  for  this  pur];>ose. 

Aaltye  Mays,  widow  of  Gulkens,  who  had  beem  a  servant  maid  of  doulne  de 
Ronde,  being  blind  and  poor,  was  according  to  a  resolution  of  the  Consistory  taken 
up,  to  be  supported  on  the  same  condition  as  the  other  poor. 

Signed  etc, 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 

JouBNAx  OF  THE  New  Yobk  Council.     Jan.  26,  1Y71. 

Council  Journal.    Albany  Reformed  Protestant  Church  Estate  Holding  BllL 

1771,  Jan.  26.  An  act  to  enable  every  church  or  congregation  of  Reformed 
Protestants  in  the  county  of  Albany  without  discrimination  to  take  and  hold  estates 
to  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  sterling  per  annum,  given  them  for  the  support 
of  the  Gospel. 

Bent  from  the  Assembly  to  the  Council,  Brought  ap  and  read,  1773 ;  ComnStted, 
1774.    Never  reported. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters  to  New  York. 

1771,  April  Stli.     The  haters  t«>  Xew  York — see  Art.  2,  Acta, 
Jan.  S,  1771,  luivo  Iximi  written  and  sent.     xiv.  251,  Art.  9  ad  2. 

CiiuKCu  OF  New  York. 

New  York,  April   29th,   177L 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Resolved,  That  the  Lord's  Supper  he  administered  on  the  two  summer  occaslcof 
In  the  North  Church,  (Pulton  St.),  and  on  the  two  winter  occasions  In  the  New 
Churcb,  (Cedar  St.)  The  preparatory  sermons  shall  be  held  in  the  churches  when 
the  Supper  is  administered,  as  sliall  also  the  evening  service. 

Further,  Resolved,  That  the  family  visitation  shall  he  done  at  the  two  summtr 
administrations. 

A  paper  was  presented  by  several  persons  containing  a  complaint  against  sone 
members  as  holding  the  errors  of  Arminians  and  adhering  to  the  Methodists.  This 
was  so  far  entertained  by  the  Consistory  that  they  appointed  domine  Ritsema  and 
B.  Brevoort  a  committee  on  the  subject  They  are  also  to  warn  Jolm  Vantiiie» 
as  a  disorderly  member,  to  abstain  from  the  table  of  the  Lord  until  he  improves 
his  manner  of  life,  and  they  are  to  make  report  to  the  conaistory,  by  the  flns^ 
opportunity. 

Jakobus  van   Zandt,   Isaac  Roosevelt,   Andriea  Brestede,    William   Heyer,  Pletft^ 

Van  Zandt  and  Jno.  Steg  were  appointed  a  committee  to  see  wliat  la  necessar^F' 

to  be  done  to  the  ToWer,  the  roof  and  other  parts  of  tlie  Old  Church.    They  ac-^^ 

to  take  with  them  a  couple  of  carpenters,  and  to  bring  in  a  plan  of  the  TOweK** 

and  an  exact  estimate  of  the  cost,  as  also  of  the  other  repairs. 

Sliced  etc., 

J.  Ritsema,  loco  praasidls. 

New  York,  May  6th,  1771. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Domiue   Ritzoma   and    the   Polders   Brevoort   made  an  oral   report   concemlog  tkae 
matter  committed  to  them  last  Monday.     The  purport  of  it  was,  that  the  cluirB« 
of  adhering  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Remonstrants  was  denied  by  the  Parties.    There- 
upon it  was  Resolved,   That  the  ministers  and  Elders  should  meet  next  MondaT 
afternoon  at  6  o'clock  to  take  the  case  into  further  consideration. 

The  committee  in  relation  to  the  Old  Church  brought  in  a  plan  of  a  New  Tovrer 

and  other  repairs.     These  would  cost  at  least  £900.;  but  there  was  no  money  in 

the  Treasury  nor  were  they   In  a  condition  to  borrow  any.    Whereupon  it  was 

Resolved.   Thut   if   the   confrref^tlon    will   supply   sufficient   funds,    the   Consistory 

were  disposed  to  execute  the  plans.    Domint  Rltiema  was  requested  to  draw  QP 

the  heading  for  a  subscription  for  circulation.    Therein  should  be  stated,  the  costf 

and  debts  already  incurred,  and  what  would  be  further  required,   so  that  eTery 

one  could  see  it. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltzenia.  p.  t.  Presldeo* 

1771,  ^Iay  19.     Consistory  Held  AriEit  Calling  on  Ga^* 

Xame. 

The  report  of  Do.  Rltzema  and  Elder  Brevoort  concerning  the  accused  nutmlf^'** 
Mr.  Lupton,  Mr.  Matthews  Ernst  and  Mrs.  Lawrence,  was  considered  by  the  ibI^^ 
ters  and  elders.  It  was  at  length  decided,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  to  aoqolese^  " 
the  report 
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efereiin  to  John  Tan  Tine.  notwltbBtandlliB  bla  dcnlftli.  bis  walk  la  shown  to 
■nljr  dlBorderlj.  Tberelore  tbe  Prealdent  witb  elder  Breroort,  wu  charsed 
>ld  blm  tbe  Lord's  Table,  until  be  sbow  smandmeDt  of  lUe. 
beadlDg  of  a  Petltlao,  prepared  br  Domlne  Bltiema  at  tbe  request  of  tha 
torjr,  was  presented  and  approTed.  It  naa  requested  tbat  two  copies  be  made, 
sbould  be  taken  sround,  In  order  to  see  nbat  tbe  coDKregatlon  would  eon- 
!  toward  tbe  completion  of  tbe  toner  snd  the  repairs  of  tbe  cburch. 

Lsmbertus  De  Ronde,  p.  t.  Pres. 

,  May  20.     Consistory  Held  Aftee  Callisq  ox  God's 

Name. 

request  ot  HsiT7  Tleboat.  as  bell-ringer  and  serrsnt  of  tbe  North  CboTClt 
efuaed.     It  was  determined  to  give  to  John  Kendrlck.  tor  aaslatancs  Id  tb* 

Church,  for  two  rears  past,  three  pounds  anil  ten  shillings;  and  hencctortb. 
.  Bve  pounds  tor  morning  Bud  eienlug  assistance  In  tbe  New  Church,  and  tb* 
jwn  service  In  the  North  Church.  Also  to  Mr.  Johsnnea  Vredeobarg,  two 
S  for  conducting  the  service  as  chorister  In  the  Old  Church,  daring  Ur. 
1  slckneBs.      Hr.  Louw's  teqnest  for'  an  Increase  of  salary,  sa  chorlatet  In  th« 

Church.  Is  refused, 

De  Eonde  snd  E.  Brevoort  reported,  tbst  the;  had  Isld  John  Van  Tine  nnder 
^.  ss  directed. 

Lambertos  De  Ronde,  p.  t.  Pre*. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
(Bro«wep.) 
'71,  June  3rd.  §  6.  Kev.  Henry  Grerhart  Brouwer,  appointed 
le  Meaars,  Directors  of  the  East  India  Company,  and,  upon 
3ition  of  his  laudable  dismission  from  the  Classis  of  Alk- 
',  called  according  to  Acta,  April  16,  1771,  was  installed  in  the 
ed  OfBce  at  a  Olassis  Contracta,  held  May  2,  and  provided 
a  proper  Act  for  the  use  of  tbe  East  India  Churches,      zir. 

(KiNOSTON,) 

7.     A  letter  from  Kingston,  dated  October  10,  1770,  was  read 

e  As.sembly.     xiv,  254. 

CuiTRCH  OF  New  Tokk. 
'71,  June  9.     Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Dine  De  Eonde  and  Mr.  Stokbolm  reported  eoncerclng  tbelr  going  sronnd  wltb 
scrlptlon  list  for  tbe  Tower  snd  repairs  of  the  Old  Cbatch.     Tbe  reantt  was 

not  to  exceed  one  bandred  ponuds,  although  many  conditional  promises  were 
Tbe  CoDBlstor;r  was,  therefore,  compelled  to  suspend  tb«  work  for  this  rear, 

odIt  what  was  Indispensable. 
'  bond  for  fifteen  hnndred  pounds  fflttn  to  Ur.  John  Vander^plsgst  for  tha 

Chnrcb,  was  called  In  br  bis  belis.     Three  aepante  bonds,  Uwretoie.  v«t« 

to  the  aeparst*  heirs,   wltb  sa  Increase  of  mtcs  tkwi&T«&  vi^i^^*'-  ^^  '^^■'^ 
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instead  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  twentj  two  hundred  pounds  haTe  now  beet 
taken  for  that  use. 

Mr.  Andrew  Brestede  Is  appointed  to  repair  the  Old  Church,  under  the  Inipertfas 
of  the  Elder,  Brestede,  and  the  Deacon,  William  Gilbert. 

Arch.  Tjaldlie,  p.  t.  Pvei. 


Church  op  Nkw  York. 

New  York.  July  8th.  177L 

Conslstorj  held  after  calling  on  Ood*s  name. 

Resolved  to  appoint  a  committee  upon  the  (new)  grant  of  land,  called  ''The 
Township  of  Leyden  "~to  occupy  It  with  settlers;  to  make  a  beginning  with  10  or 
15  families  on  such  terms  as  can  be  had;  and  further  to  do  all  In  and  about  the 
same  for  the  best  Interest  of  the  Church.  Such  agreements  as  are  made  bj  the 
committee,  and  signed  by  the  President,  at  the  time,  shall  be  regarded  as  dose  bf 
the  whole  Consistory. 

The  committee  consists  of  the  President  for  the  time  being,  and  Blders,  Tfeeodon 
Tan  Wyck,  Jakobus  Tan  Zandt  and  Isaac  RooseTelt;  Deacons  William  Gilbert.  Jehi 
Steg  and  Dirk  Brlnckerhoff. 

This  committee  is  also  appointed  to  rcTlse  the  accounts  for  the  building  of  the 
North  Church;  also  for  the  seats  paid  for  in  the  New  Church;  also  those  of  the 
Psalm  book;  and  finally  the  account  of  the  Treasurer,  Bancker,  fbr  the  bosdik 
interest,  etc  Blisabeth  Cook  was  taken  as  a  poor  person,  to  be  supported  as  the 
others. 

Signed  etc.. 

Arch.  Laldlle,  p.  t.  Preddait 

N.  B.     In  December,  Elder  Dirk  Brinckerhoff  was  added  to  the  committssk 

[See  the  whole  subject  of  these  grants  elaborately  treated  in  Doc.  Hist  N.  T., 
4to.  ed.  Vol  It.  pp.  882-618.] 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  TRYON, 

JULY  9, 1771-APRIL  7, 1774. 
Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  July  15th.  1771. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

An  address  was  prepared  for  the  new  Goremor,  Tryon,  which  was  approved,  and 
miis  as  follows: 

To  His  Excellency  William  Tryon,  Esq.,  Captain  General  and  Goyernor-in-Ohlef 
in  and  over  the  Province  of  New  York,  and  the  Territories  thereon  depending  in 
America,  Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same. 

The   humble   address   of  the   Ministers,    Elders  and   Deacons  of  the   Reformed 
Protestant  Dutch  Church  In  the  City  of  New  York. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency: 

We,  his  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Ministers,  Elders  and 
Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York,  beg 
leave  with  the  greatest  sincerity  to  congratulate  your  Excellency  upon  the  safe 
arrival  of  yourself  and  family  in  this  Province,  to  the  government  of  which  our 
most  gracious  Sovereign  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  yon. 

The  members  of  the  Dutch  Church,  having  always  distinguished  themselves  as 
dutiful  and  loyal  subjects  to  his  Majesty  and  his  distinguished  predecessors  by  a 
steady  adherance  to  the  known  laws  of  the  land,  have  in  consequence,  from  time 
to  time,  been  favored  with  particular  marks  of  the  Royal  approbation,  and  pro- 
tected in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  invaluable  religious  rights  and  privileges. 

We  therefore  assure  ourselves  from  your  Excellency's  known  character,  seal  for 
and  attachment  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  Great  Britain,  that  the  Dutch 
Church,  the  most  ancient  in  the  Province,  will  always  be  favored  with  your  counte- 
nance and  support. 

We  earnestly  pray  that  God  may  abundantly  bless  your  Excellency  in  your  person 
and  family  and  government,  that  your  administration  may  meet  with  the  approba- 
tion of  our  most  gracious  Sovereign  and  secure  to  you  the  love  and  esteem  of  a 
happy  and  grateful  people. 

We  are  your  Excellency's  most  dutiful  and  obedient  servants,  etc. 
Consistory  Chamber, 

New  York,  July  15,  1771. 

(Governor  Tryon^s  Reply.) 

To  the  Ministers,  Elders,  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church 
of  the  City  of  New  York. 

Gentlemen  :— 

It  is  with  much  satisfaction  I  received  your  congratulations,  on  my  arrival  with 
<>^y  family,  in  this  Province,  to  the  Government  of  which  his  Majesty  has  been 
^^clously  pleased  to  appoint  me. 

^he  particular  marks  of  Royal  favor  and  approbation  the  members  of  the  Dutch 
^*inrch  have  from  time  to  time  received  from  the  throne,  I  consider  as  so  many 
honorable  testimonials  due  to  their  loyal  and  dutiful  behavior  to  their  Sovereign 
^id  to  their  steady  adherence  to  the  established  laws  of  the  land.  Such  laudable 
^<1  uniform  conduct  must  always  reflect  honor  to  your  society,  draw  down  pro- 
■^^tlon  from  the  crown,  and  ensure  to  yourselves  the  full  enjoyment  of  your 
^^^gious  rights  and  liberties. 

^y  duty  and  attachment  to  my  Royal  Master  and  to  the  laws  and  constltntlon 
^  Oreat  Britain  will  ever  incite  in  me  a  desire  to  countenance  and  protect  the 

**tibers  of  the  most  ancient  Dutch  Church  in  this  Province. 

•Accept,  Gentlemen,  my  grateful  thanks  for  the  warmth  with  which  you  express 
'^^^  sentiments  for  my  felicity.  Believe  me,  I  shall  esteem  my  self  happy  if  my 
..^^^Hrs  to  promote  the  welfare  of  this  country  shall  meet  the  approbation  of  l\i!^ 
^"'^C  and  10010  ihare  of  regard  from  a  happy  and  gratetnl  peop\e. 
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ClASSIS  of  AMSTEItDAM  TO  THE  CoNSISTOKY  OF  KiNGSTOX,  JuLT 

21,  1771.     Vol.  31,  P.  374.     Xo.  221. 

Key.  Sirs  and  Brethren  : — 

Having  riH'eived  a  letter  through  Rot.  Isaac  Ryadjk,  V.  D.  M.,  of  Tonghkeeptle 
and  Vlskll,  In  the  name  of  your  Conflistorj,  and  signed  by  its  several  memben* 
under  date  of  Octol)er  10,  1770.  we  perceived  therefrom  with  much  surprise  tbat 
the  cull-authorization,  sent  by  yon  about  four  years  ago,  to  the  Dcpuiati  §4  rt9 
Bgteran,  hnd  not  Ihhmi  answered  hitherto  by  them,  and  that  therefore  yoar  flonrlili- 
Ing  church  had  remained  without  a  pastor  all  that  while;  and  that  therefore  also 
you  now  feel  compelled  to  ask  of  us  the  return  of  that  ** aatborisation *\  so  tbit 
you  mny  have  opportunity  to  arrange  for  the  filling  of  that  vacant  pastorate  li 
some  other  way,  as  the  church  ought  not  longer  to  remain  without  a  minister. 

We  had  not  anticipati>d  such  a  request  from  you.  Worthy  Sirs  and  BrethitB, 
because  the  DeputaH  ad  rr«  Exteran,  already,  on  January  9,  1770,  had  sent  to  Co^ 
neltus  Clopper,  a  merchant  at  New  York,  and  your  authorised  correspoodeBt  ■ 
reply  to  his  letter  of  May  12,  1760.  to  our  Classis.  in  which  they  enclosed  ttaeesU, 
with  the  request  to  hand  the  same  to  you.  The  Depntati  then  informed  yoa  tluit 
it  was  impossible  for  them  to  procure  a  suitable  minister  for  the  cliarch  of  Kiafh 
ton,  t>ecausc  the  number  of  cnndidates,  willing  to  cross  the  sea,  is  veiy  maU  tad 
we  can  hardly  find  a  sutUcient  number  for  the  colonies  of  oar  own  state,  and  BHt 
often  wait  long  before  we  can  fill  such  vncant  places. 

Besides  this  the  Deputati  of  the  Olsssis  have  caused  you  to  be  informed  thmfb 
Mr.  Clopper,  that  the  Rev.  Clnssis  could  not  comply  with  your  request  to  send  fos 
a  written  dismission  of  Rev.  Meyer;  for  the  Classis  earnestly  wishes  and  has  turn 
little  hope  that  the  brethren  of  the  Goetus  and  Conferentie  will  soon  be  pseiM 
and  will  unite  together.  We  therefore  fear  that  if  we  now  sent  a  dismlssleB  ff 
Rev.  Meyer,  a  new  occasion  might  be  given  for  estrangement.  The  Rev.  QhA 
therefore  hopes,  that  when  a  union  of  all  the  brethren  should  take  place,  tke 
united  Body  will  be  able  to  arrange  all  things  in  the  church  of  Kingston  to  tkt 
mutual  satisfaction  and  general  edification  of  all  parties. 

Whether  the  letter  with  the  enclosed  call  did  not  safely  cross  the  sea.  or  wliether 
it  did  not  reach  Mr.  Clopper.  or  whether  it  remained  In  his  possession  until  sfttf 
the  sending  of  your  Inst,  we  do  not  know.  Whatever  the  fact  may  be,  yon  now 
have,  as  far  as  our  ClasHi^  l.s  concerned,  free  hands,  to  arrange  for  a  call,  or  to 
look  after  an  able  pastor.  We  heartily  hoi;>e  you  may  find  such  a  one  soinevkcct 
and  may  Induce  him  to  accept  the  call. 

May  the  Great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep  provide  you  ere  long  with  an  actlre  iB^ 
faithful  minister,  and  at  length  give  the  congreeatlon  their  desire  and  expectatloo, 
to  their  joy.  Meantime,  we  wish  upon  you  and  your  ministrations  God's  most 
precious  blessings. 

Tours  etc.,  etc. 

N.  Tetterode.   Dep.  Pneses. 
J.   A.   Eck.   Dep.  Scribe. 
Amsterdam.  In  Classis. 
July  21,  1771. 

Acts  of  the  Ci^ssis  of  Amsterdam. 

Two  Eeplios: — to  the  Consistory  of  Kinefston:  and  to  the  Coetns 

of  Suriname. 

1771,  Jnlv  22nd.     Art.  9.     There  was  read  a  letter  to  the  Con- 
sistory  of  Kingston,  in  reply  to  their  letter  of  October  10,  1770; 
also  a  letter  to  the  Coetns  of  Suriname,  in  reply  to  a  letter  of 
December  31,  1770. 
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Both  these  letters  were  approved,  and  have  already  been  sent. 
xiv.  259. 
Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  July  24, 

1771.     Vol.  33,  Page  335.     No.  448.     (His  Specl^l  Plan 

OF  Union  fob  the  Parties.) 

(Abstract) 

He  complains,  that  his  repeated  efforts,  for  the  well-being  of  the  Zion  of  the 
Netherlands  In  these  regions,  have  had  for  their  result  that  all  the  eyll  Is  coming 
down  upon  his  own  head;  as  can  be  most  clearly  seen  from  the  letter  of  the 
Clasflls  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York  and  to  the  Ck>nferentle,  under  date  of  June 
a.   1771. 

He  declares  that,  when  he  examines  his  heart  before  God,  It  acquits  him  of  all 
that  he  is  charged  with ;  yea,  he  has  no  need  of  defending  himself  in  New 
York;  inasmuch  as  his  teaching  and  his  walk  before  the  public  in  the  city 
for  nearly  27  years,  among  those  who  are  within  (the  church)  as  well  as  among 
those  without,  afford  abundant  proof  to  the  contrary. 

He  writes  that  he  pities  those  inconsiderate  drivers — "  I  mean  "  saya  he  *'  the 
Consistory  of  New  York.  Some  of  them  are  already  convinced  of  their  fooliah- 
neas ;  others  come  to  me  and  say,  I  have  had  no  hand  in  It,  etc" 

He  declares  that  it  Is  not  true  that  nine-tenths  of  the  churches  are  in  favor  of 
the  Plan  (of  Union)  of  the  Classls,  Just  as  It  reads,  word  for  word;  he  also  says 
that  he  offered  his  colleague,  de  Ronde  £100.  in  New  York  money.  If  he  could 
prove  that  assertion;  he  writes  that  he  proved  to  him  the  contrary,  from  a 
conversation  held  with  his  colleague,  Laldlle,  who  had  told  him  that  subordina- 
tion (to  the  Classls)  Is  absurd,  and  that  the  Classls  and  Synod  ought  to  have  done 
long  ago,  and  ought  yet  to  do,  what  the  Scotch  Church  did  with  the  Presbyterians 
fai  that  country.  In  giving  them  power  to  organise  Presbyterians  and  Synods. 

He  feels  especli^lly  grieved  about  his  being  thought  to  stand  in  close  relation- 
ship with  the  Episcopalians;  and  declares  that,  as  he  subordinated  himself  in  all 
diarch  matters  to  the  Classls,  having  signed  such  subordination,  he  will  stand 
and  abide  by  that  to  the  end;  that  he  knows  of  no  relationship  with  the  Episco- 
palians, and  that  he  had  no  Intimate  fellowship  with  any  of  their  ministers,  but 
only  such  as  civility  and  forbearance — which  should  be  known  to  all  men — ^requires 
la  public  intercourse. 

He  admits  that  he  Is  one  of  the  Directors  of  Kings  College  In  the  City  of  New 

Tork;  but  denies  that,  on  that  account,  he  should  stand  In  close  relationship  to 

the  Episcopalians,  who  once  every  month  or  two  visit  the  school,  (Kings  College) 

to  see  what  progress  the  youth  are  making,  to  hear  their  orations,  etc     He  writes 

that  he  is  ordinarily  present  at  the  annual  graduation  dinner,  and  has  occasion 

then  to  speak  with  the  President,  professors  and  directors.    He  adds  that  there 

la  in  that  college  no  Professor  of  Theology;  that  nothing  but  Latin,  Greek  and  the 

Liberal  Arts  are  taught  there,  that  there  is  no  religious  observance  there,  except 

that  every  morning  and  evening  a  chapter  from  the  Bible  Is  read  by  one  of  the 

Htndents,  and  a  prayer  is  read  from  the  Prayer-book  of  the  English  church  by  the 

(President 

He  admits  that  he  took  the  Civil  Oath  which  was  required  of  him,  before  he 
could  take  part  in  the  government  of  the  College;  and  writes  that,  if  that  causes 
one  to  be  suspected  of  being  brought  Into  a  close  relationship  with  the  Episcopal- 
tans,  the  writer  of  the  letter  of  the  Consistory  is  in  the  same  case  with  himself, 
t>ecause  a  while  before  he  took  the  same  oath. 

Further,  he  declares  that  he  Is  not  aware  of  his  having  presented  anything 
^»fltosive  in  his  letter  of  March,  1769;  but  that  he  does  know  that,  If  hla  laal  led 
lilm  to  write  in  stronger  terms  than  became  him,  such  a  manner  sprang  from  a 
liearty  desire  for  the  welfare  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  those  regions;  and  that, 
la  his  judgment,  that  ought  not  to  arouse  suspicion  in  those  who  have  received  so 
viany  evidences  to  the  contrary. 
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In  order  to  Rive,  as  he  writes,  a  fresh  proof  of  the  opposite  to  that  of  which  he 
Is  accused,  he  Biibmlts  a  rian,  dmwn  up  by  himself  a  few  days  after  the  Coetui 
Brethren  had  left  New  York;  from  which.  In  his  Judgment,  It  will  at  any  rate 
become  clear  to  us.  that  he  Is  In  fayor  of  Union  with  the  Brethren,  if  not  In  joit 
the  way  indicated  in  the  Plan  (of  Union  of  the  Classis).  This  Plan  coDttim 
the  following: 

I.  That  the  Assemblies  of  the  Coetus  and  Conferentle  ought  to  be  abolished;  and 
that,  to  that  end,  It  is  necessary  that  whateyer,  from  the  day  of  the  dgnlng,  hit 
been  written  by  those  Assemblies  to  the  Very  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  to 
the  Synod,  be  immt. 

II.  That  a  new  Assembly  be  organised  of  legally  called  ministers  from  the 
Provinces  of  New  York  and  Jersey,  to  be  called  the  Netherland  Church  in  North 
America,  and  to  stand  subordinated  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  and  the  Synod 
of  North  Holland. 

1.  That  all  Dutch  and  German  Churches,  in  both  Provinces,  shall  be  called  or 
Invited  to  send  to  that  Assembly,  each  its  minister  or  ministers,  with  an  elder; 
and  that,  from  time  to  time,  other  churches  which  ar«  now,  either  withoat  mlBli* 
ters,  or  will  have  to  make  application  for  obtaining  them,  may  jota  th«B* 
selves  to  that  Assembly;  it  being  definitely  understood  that  those  churches  which 
seek  their  ministers  in  any  other  way,  with  their  ministers,  shall  be  considered 
as  not  belonging  to  their  Church. 

2.  That  those  ministers,  with  their  chorches,  shall  sign  the  Formulae  of  Uoltr 
contained  in  the  Act  of  the  National  Synod  held  in  1618  and  1619;  and  mb- 
ordinate  themselves  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  and  the  Synod  of  North  HoUiad; 
not  only  to  maintain  a  simple  correspondence,  or  exchange  of  letters,  for  gettiof 
advice  on  doubtful  matters;  but  also,  in  matters  of  dispute  which  cannot  be  settled 
in  love  and  to  mutual  satisfaction  there,  to  submit  themselves  to  the  deddoa  of 
the  Classis,  or,  as  a  last  resort,  to  the  Synod,  under  penalty  of  deposition  (dcporti* 
tlon)  for  the  minister,  and  of  exclusion  from  fellowship,  for  the  Church. 

3.  That,  to  supply  the  need  of  the  Church  with  capable  ministers,  and  to  rellere 
the  heavy  expense,  etc.,  of  sending  students  over  to  Holland,  or  Inviting  wtaUttn 
from  Holland,  it  Is  necessary  now,  first  of  all,  to  invite  and  call  from  Uollisd  a 
thoroughly  experienced  man  to  be  Professor  of  Theology,  who  shall  reside  In  Nev 
York,  give  lectures  at  his  house — as  no  public  building,  Academy  or  College  is  to 
be  erected  for  the  purpose — have  no  connection  whatever  with  the  Kpiscopallaw 
or  PresbyterlanH.  and  admit  no  one  to  his  lectures  who  has  not  first  recelred  bli 
tlopree  of  Hachelor  of  Arts  at  one  of  the  Academies  In  America.  After  a  two- 
yi'ars  course  of  lust  ruction,  he  shall,  when  Judged  fit  by  the  Professor,  be  tnt 
admitted  for  examination  before  the  ABsenibly.  and,  upon  its  satisfactory  con- 
clusiou,  be  pri'8t»nled  to  the  Classis  with  the  re<iuest  that  It  recognise  him  as  » 
candidate;  and,  when  he  shall  be  called  (to  some  church)  as  a  minister. 

4.  That  the  Assembly  shall  be  divided  Into  two  bodies  according  to  the 
Provinces,  not  so  much  because  of  the  larf^e  number  of  ministers,  as  on  account 
of  the  distance  between  localities;  ond  that  those  sholl  meet  once  a  year  in  wch 
a  way  that  two  ministers  and  two  elders  from  New  York  shall  attend  the  annn»J 
uieetlnj:  In  the  Jerseys,  and  an  e<inal  number  from  the  Jerseys,  that  of  New  ToA 
to  communicate  to  one  another  the  trauMictions  of  their  respective  Assemblle* 
Indeed,  tliose  nersoys  will  have  to  l>e  changed  from  year  to  year,  and  hare  • 
seat  and  a   vote  in  the   Provlnre   whitherto  they  are  sent. 

5.  That  the  Classis  and  Synod  shall  he  consulted  as  to  whether  it  Is  best  to  make 
those  who  have  been  ordained  by  the  (\>ctus,  ministers;  those  namely,  whose 
ordlnailou  has  not  been  recofjnlzod  by  the  Classis;  or  whether  they  shall,  op*^'* 
such  present jit Ions  as  are  at   hand,   be  ordained  over  again. 

After  a  fuller  statement  of  this  IMan,  he  declares  that  he  still  so  understands 
tht»  matter:  not  l)c«'ause  he  wants  something  dlCferent  to  the  Plan  projected  by  the 
Classis,  but  because  he  considers  it  most  salutary  for  their  Church,  and.  unies* 
he  deceives  himself,  most  agreeable  to  all  those  who  want  to  promote  real  H^ 
among  them. 

Then  he  writes:  "  If  I  am  tIkXix  In  concluding  that  my  character  is  viewed  ^ 
the  same  lleht  by  the  Christian  Syno<l  as  that  in  which  It  Is  brought  out  In  t^e 
letters  of  the  Classis.  I  think,  that,  to  do  me  Justice,  this  letter  ought  to  I« 
communicated  to  the  Christian  Synod  also.*' 

Whereupon  he  closes  bis  letter  wUYi  a.  v^Sl"s«t  l«t  \.\i^  \iat^*%  ehotcest  blM^^"^ 
upon  our  persons  and  migMy  mVnValiVe^ 
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Action  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  July  30-Aug.  8, 

1771.  Pp.  49-51.  Vol.  65. 

Article  44. — C.  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Neither  their  Hon.  Mightinesses,  nor  the  corresponding  delegates,  nor  the  Deputies 
had  any  remarks  to  make  on  this  point. 

All  the  Classes  leave  this  business  to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  and  will  be 
glad  to  be  informed  that  the  said  Classls  has  provided  good  things  for  those 
churches;  and  their  request  is  that  it  continue  to  do  so.  Only  Haarlem  thought  It 
right  that,  when  essential  things  came  up,  all  the  other  Classes  should  be  recognized. 

Either  this  business  might,  like  the  business  of  India  and  Pennsylvania,  be  dealt 
with  In  Synod  by  a  committee,  to  which  they  are  first  presented,  and  by  which  a 
rQ>ort  Is  made  on  them  to  the  Synod ;  or,  In  case  the  matter  cannot  bear  to  be 
delayed,  the  advice  of  the  Classes  might  be  gained,  not  Indeed  on  all,  but  on  the 
easentlal  things. 

Thereupon  Amsterdam  communicated  to  the  Assembly  the  following  report,  with 
the  request  that  It  be  inserted  word  for  word  In  the  Act  of  Synod.     It  runs  thus : 

The  Christian  Synod  resolved  last  year  to  request  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  to 
keep  the  church  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  under  its  supervision,  and  In  all 
matters  that  come  up,  to  act  according  to  circumstances,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  respective  Classes.  These  shall  then  communicate  their  opinions,  as  soon  as 
poasfble  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  and  the  Commissioners  of  Amsterdam  shall 
report  them  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Classls  following.  Accordingly,  the  Classls 
did,  after  having  by  letter  received  from  the  respective  Classes  their  approval  of  the 
Synod's  Action,  again  open  correspondence  with  the  churches  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersey.  They  write  three  letters ;  one  to  the  Coetus,  one  to  the  Conferentle  Assem- 
bly and  one  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  of  the  following  purport,  in  the  main : 

1.  That  the  Classls  had  resolved  to  release  itself  from  the  troublesome  work  of 
looking  after  the  churches  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  and  to  leave  the  whole 
matter  to  the  ordering  of  the  Corresponding  Synods.  It  is  conscious  that.  In  all  Its 
transactions  concerning  the  said  churches  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  it  has  had 
no  other  end  in  view  than  their  good,  their  real  welfare,  and  that,  without  preju- 
dice and  self-interest,  it  had  done  ail  it  could  for  the  restoration  of  peace  and  good 
order  among  them ;  nevertheless,  at  the  request  of  the  Christian  Synod  It  had 
reconsldei'ed  this  action. 

2.  That  we  cannot  consent  to  the  changing  of  the  (proposed)  names  of  "  Coetus  " 
and  '*  Conventus  "  to  those  of  **  Classls  "  and  "  Synod  ",  for  reasons  given  by  the 
Synod  of  North  Holland  in  1763. 

8.  That  the  combination  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coetus  with  that  of  New  York 
does  not  come  within  our  province,  but  depends  on  the  Synod  of  North  Holland 
Hot  only,  but  also  on  that  of  South  Holland ;  and  that  it  would  encounter  more 
difficulties  and  have  a  longer  train  of  consequences  than  they  bad  any  idea  of. 

4.  That  we  ask  them  to  give  up  their  **  Plan  "  for  establishing  an  Academy  of  their 
own;  at  any  rate,  to  make  no  use,  at  present,  of  the  Charter  (of  1766 T)  which  they 
obtained  therefor ;  adding  that  It  would  seem  to  us  to  be  best  to  call  a  Professor  of 
Geology  (or  even  two),  on  a  sufficient  salary — as  suggested  in  the  first  Plan.  And 
the  said  Professor,  without  standing  in  any  relation  to  any  Academy,  might  In  his 
Own  dwelling  give  lessons  in  theology,  etc.,  to  such  students  only  as,  by  testlmo- 
SUals,  can  show  that  for  two  or  three  years,  either  at  one  of  the  Academies,  or  at  a 
^Igh  School  or  Oymnaslum  provided  with  capable  instructors,  they  have  diligently 
Qtted  themselves ;  and  that  it  would  be  well  also  if  such  a  Professor  preached  once 
^  month  or  every  two  weeks,  both  for  the  enlightenment  of  the  ministers  In  the 
^lace  of  his  residence  and  for  giving  the  students  an  example  in  good  homlletlcs. 

6.  And,  finally,  that,  if  it  be  their  wish  and  prayer,  with  and  for  the  church, 
%Tcn  as  they  wrote  us,  that  the  God  of  peace  might  so  bless  our  efTorts  for  the 
lieallng  of  the  sad  breaches  among  them  that  they  may  reap  therefrom  the  fruit 
<if  a  well-founded  and  abiding  peace — they  should,  upon  our  notification,  as  soon  as 
^>osB!ble,  resolve  to  unite  with  one  another  in  love,  and  as  one  Body  to  promote  the 
^q^lmUdlng  of  Ctod's  Zlon  and  the  edification  of  the  Church. 
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Up  to  this  time  the  Classis  has  recelTed  no  answer  to  these  tettan  wfekh  wm$ 
sent  already  in  January,  but  which,  according  to  priTate  InfoniMitkw,  had  let  fit 
been  received. 

Concerning  the  letter  from  the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  New  York  and  PUladililli, 

received  last  year,  the  Rey.  Classis  of  Edam  reported  tbat  Ber.  MartliieC,  serftt  i( 
the  preceding  Synod,  had  informed  the  Classis  that  his  Rer.  had  answered  it  Thi 
rest  of  the  Classes  are  satisiied  with  the  reply  sent,  with  the  exception  of  tht  Cliirii 
of  Alkmaar,  which  cannot  agree  to  enter  into  correspondence  with  the  said  Prabf* 
terlan  Synod  before  knowing  what  matters  anch  a  correspondence  la  to  eof«. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amst£ri>am. 

Synodalia,  1771. 

Orange  Xassau.     Art.  5. 

It  is  tlie  cordial  wish  and  fervent  prayer  of  the  Classis,  that  the 
Eternal  God  will  take  under  the  wings  of  His  protection,  and  will 
command  blessing  and  life,  upon  His  Illustrious  Highnesa^ 
Netherland's  precious  Hereditary  Stadtholder;  her  Boyal  Hi^ 
ness  his  spouse,  the  young  Princess  and  the  whole  Princely  Homa 
May  the  Spirit,  who  is  a  Spirit  of  Wisdom  and  Power,  sustain  the 
heart  of  the  Prince.  May  God  be  to  him  and  his  house  a  dwelling- 
place,  from  everlasting  to  everlasting,  and  make  it  also  a  blessing 
in  the  land.     xiv.  200. 

Svnodalia  1771. 

Xcw  ^'ork  and  Xew  Jersey.     Art  4-3. 

Insuratur  the  rc]K>rt  of  our  Committee  ad  res  Exteras.  xiv. 
267. 

Chukcii  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Sept  4th,  177L 


The  committee  for  settling  the  Township  of  Leyden  reported  a  certain  plan* 
talnlng  some  conditions,  upon  which  fifteen  families  with  a  Miniater  and  School 
Master  might  be  placed  there.  This  being  read,  it  was  wholly  approved  bj  thi 
Consistory ;  and  it  was  further  Resolved,  to  send  the  plan  with  an  accompanylDf 
letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Clark,  to  whom  the  care  of  the  families  Is  entrusted.  TU 
originals  are  In  the  possession  of  the  committee. 

The  Consistory  took  in  consideration  the  contents  of  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Clsflii 
of  Amsterdam  dated  Jan.  8th,  1771,  In  reply  to  two  letters  of  this  body,  dated  March 
Slst  and  May  11th,  1709.  In  this  the  Classis  approves  the  efforts  of  the  Conilstory 
to  unite  together  the  Dutch  Reformed  congregations  in  these  lands,  and  reqaesti  tht 
consistory  to  persevere  in  the  same  xeal  for  the  attainment  of  this  end.  It  ilM 
desires  that  a  friendly  meeting  of  all  the  brethren  may  be  held. 

Whereupon,  after  considering  all  the  circumstances  and  the  contents  of  SiM  lettff. 
the  Consistory  Resolved,  That  letters  should  be  written  to  all  the  Datck  Mslstflia 
Inviting  them,  with  one  E\der,  ttom  «a.c\i  congregation,  to  meet  In  this  dty  «■  tki 
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t  October  next.  Id  orAcr  Uien,  U  It  piMM  the  Iiord,  1 
■nd  eadurlng  Cbnrcb-state.  (EccleilastlcBl  BodrT)  The  following  form  of  ■ 
>r  waa  prepared,  and  the  Fre^dent  reqneatei)  to  ilgn  and  lend  tbe  Hun«  In  the 
la  of  tbe  conelator; : 

Invitation  to  a  Gbnebax,  Convention. 


he  monmfal  drcnmitancea  of  tbe  Dntcb  Beformed  Cbnccbca  In  thla  land  are  too 
I  known  to  all.  to  render  It  naceanr;  to  relate  tbe  eaiiie  to  7on  who  are  ao  well 
oalnted  witb  tbe  dlacorda  eilstliiK,  and  are  ao  ready  to  hMl  the  breach  of  Joaepb. 

bop«  that  the  long  delayed  dealre  wbleh  haa  made  to  many  hesrta  alck.  It  now 
laat  come  to  paaa.  Hay  It  be  aa  the  Tree  of  Life  I  We  know  that  letter*  bar* 
le  from  the  Be*.  Clanis  of  Amiterdnm  to  tbe  brethren  of  the  Conferentle,  and 
>  to  tboae  of  tbe  Coetna ;  and  tbey  have  llkewlie  written  to  na.  approTlDg  onr 
Tta  to  JolD  the  banda  of  the  brethren,  and  If  poaalble,  promote  tbe  bapplncM  tad 
•perltr  of  the  chnreh.  We  are  greatly  Inclined  to  tbii.  and  tbink  that  K 
Itral  Meeting  abould  be  held  tbl*  Aotnmn.  We  leave  It  to  yoar  better  Jndsnmit, 
1  dealre  not  to  dictate;  but  iloce  It  neeeaaarlly  comea  before  nl,  and  we  in 
ladoni  that  your  inclination  Is  for  DqIoq,  we  offer  our  aerrlcea  to  help  In  any  way 
'  the  attainment  of  that  great  end.  Since  thia  city  la  the  moat  aaltabl*  plaM  for 
etlng.  and  the  middle  of  October  the  beat  time  In  view  of  the  aeaaon  of  tb*  year. 

fratemally  teqneat  you.  each  with  an  Elder,  to  come  to  New  York,  oo  tbe  third 
taday  of  October  next,  being  tbe  IBtb  of  the  month.  In  order  then,  If  It  pleaae  the 
rd,  to  estahliab  a  Arm  and  endarlng  Church  Conatltntlon.  With  Invocation  of  all 
ittb  and  bleaalng  upon  jour  persons,  and  the  congregatlooa  committed  to  yon,  w« 
'e  tbe  honor  to  remain. 

Reverend  and  Ronored  Brethren, 

Toar  affectionate  Servanta  and  Brethren  Id  the  Lord. 
Signed  etc., 

J,  Q.  LIvlngalon,  p.  t.  President. 


Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Oct  8th,  ITTI. 
^naletory  held  after  calling  on  God'a  name. 

tome  leltert  were  preaented  from  mlnlatera  and  conatatorles  In  reply  to  onr 
rular-note  of  Sept.  4th.  These  were  read  by  tbe  Prealdent  with  aatlsfactloo.  Ha 
<,  nevertbelesa,  requeated  to  write  In  friendly  terms  to  the  Bev.  Mr.  Bocltn, 
neatlng  him  to  came  notwitb standing  the  dllDcnIIle*  be  allegea. 
ilmon  Jobneon,  Theodore  Van  W7Ck,  Jakohua  Van  Zandt  and  laaac  Rooaerelt 
re  appointed  to  attend,  with  the  ministers,  the  Meeting  to  be  held  October  lath, 
nig  President  at  the  reqaesl  of  some  of  the  memberB,  Rsve  an  eiplaaatloa  of  the 
rm  of  Ooverament  establlBhed  In  the  Cliarch  Order,  (or  Constitution)  by  tbe 
Eh  Synod  of  Dort,  held  1618,  1619.  This  was  recommended  to  the  atoreuld 
nletera  and  Elders  aa  their  general  loetnictlon ;  with  the  addltloo,  that  In  tbe 
Id  Assembly  a  wiping  out  of  past  troubles,  and  a  firm  Union  at  all  the  Mlnlatera 
■i  Congregations  shall  be  urged;  to  order  that  thus  a  Form  of  Bcclealaatleal 
Temment  might  be  attained  here,  agreeing,  so  far  as  possible,  with  the  Form  of 

Ibna  far.  tbe  Ministers  and  aforesaid  Elders  were  authorised  to  meet  wtOi  tha 
Aer  Ulnlsters  end  Elders  of  the  Dutch  Chnreh  In  this  land,  at  the  sppolnted  tlma 
>d  place,  and  In  tbe  name  of  tbe  Conalstory  of  New  York,  to  take  counsel  with 
lui  and  to  determine  all  things  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  Instmetlons.  Bnt  the 
ulstory  required  thst  their  delegates  should  subaerlbe  no  flnal  Article!,  until  the 
»e  bad  been  previously  presented  to  the  Consistory,  and  their  approval  obtained. 
I  neb  Articles,  however,  aa  are  only  conditional  and  tend  to  the  farthering  at  th« 
DpoMd  Union  and  the  welfare  of  the  Churcb,  they  ate  «nipow«T«a  Ui  &n.  vn  v« 
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The  President  is  directed  by  Consistory  cordially  to  receiTe  the  retpectlTe  Mhils- 
ters  and  Elders  who  shall  appear  here  at  the  appointed  time  at  the  request  of  the 
Consistory,  and  sincerely  to  thank  them  on  b^alf  of  the  Conatatory,  for  their 
politeness  and  Christian  friendship  in  coming,  and  to  wish  them  all  happineiM  and 
success  in  this  good  cause. 

But  that  the  thankful  recognition  of  the  Consistory  of  New  York  may  he  mon 

manifest,  and  that  eyerythlng  in  the  progress  of  this  weighty  matter  may  f»  on 

with  greater  order  and  authority,  the  Consistory  Resolved,  That  one  of  thsir  Din- 

Isters  should  preach  a  sermon,  and  publicly  express  a  cordial  welcome*  wltk  as 

earnest  wish  for  a  blessing.     For  this  domine  de  Ronde  was  appointed,  and  bi 

accordingly  took  upon  himself  the  duty. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  H.  LiTlngston,  p.  t  Presidat 

Church  of  New  York. 
Deacons'  Money. 

1771,  Oct  0.     Consistory  held,  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

A  difficulty  haying  arisen  with  the  Deacons  in  relation  to  the  moneys  coltodid  la 
the  North  Church,  inquiry  was  made  into  the  preyloos  action  of  the  Goniiatory.  It 
was  found  by  a  Resolution  of  March,  1768,  and  also  of  Oct.  1768,  that  the  eoUM- 
tlons  in  the  North  Church  were  all  to  go  for  the  payments  of  its  debta,  and  not  lata 
the  hands  of  the  Deacons  for  the  support  of  the  poor.  It  was  therefore  Setotfd, 
to  request  the  Deacons  to  keep  these  resolutions  in  mind ;  and  whaterer  bad  bM 
done  inconsistent  with  them  should  be  adjusted  in  the  day  of  general  settling 

To  prevent  all  such  difficulties  hereafter.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appolatid 

of  two  elders  and  two  deacons,  with  the  President  for  the  time  being,  who  shall  look 

oyer  the  previous  resolutions  of  the  elders  and  deacons,  and  make  an  abstract  d 

them,  that  both  the  elders  and  deacons  may  always  know  just  what  ia  rsqiitnd  d 

them.     Elders  Theodore  Van  Wyck  and  Jakobus  Van  Zandt  and  Deacons  Jno.  Stef 

and  Baltus  Van  Kleek  were  appointed  such  committee. 

J.  H.  Liyingston,  p.  t  Prei- 

GeXER^VL  CONVENTIOX  OF  THE  REFORMED  ChURCHES. 

Akticles  OF  Union. 

Acts  of  the  Reverend  Assembly  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Befonn«^ 
Low  Dutch  Churches  In  the  I'rovlnccs  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  conTen^ 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  15,  16,  17,  and  18th  day  of  October.  1771,  at  the 
friendly  request  of  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  procnrlnf 
Peace  and  unity  to  said  Churches.  Vol.  3,3,  pp.  349,  etc  No.  452.  Referred  to, 
Vol.  25,  p.  155.  Also  In  Mints.  Synod  of  North  Holland,  July.  1772;  Art  44.  (Seo 
Oct.  6-8.  1784). 

Session  I. 

Article  1st. — ATrival  and  Introduction  of  the  Members  of  t^^ 

Reverend  Assembly. 

The  Rev.  Brethren  havlug  arrived,  and  being  convened,  were  solemnly  welcoinw 
by  the  Rev.  John  H.  Livingston,  S.  S.  T.  D..  and  minister  In  New  York.  After 
which  the  Rev.  Lambertus  De  Ronde,  being  especially  appointed  for  that  pnrp<>** 
by  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  New  York,  and  in  their  name  solemnly  thanked  th« 
assembly  In  the  presence  of  a  great  number  of  hearers,  in  an  excellent  and  edlf^" 
ing  sermon,  from  Epheslans  VI.  chap.  23rd  verse,  delivered  in  the  old  Dutch  cbofch 
for  their  willingness  to  assemble  for  the  above  end,  accompanied  with  etfl**** 
exhortations  to  peace  and  unity,  as  also  with  suitable  and  humble  snpi^lcatloo' 
for  the  attainment  and  estabUsUment  of  the  long  wished  for  unity  of  the  y>^ 
Dutch  Churches  in  this  coMntry. 
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Article  II. — Names  of  the  Members  present. 

The  names  being  promiscuously  taken,  the  following  persons  were  fonnd  to  be 
present,  vis. 

Ponghkeepsle  and  Flshklll,  Rev.  Isaac  Rjsdyk,  Mr.  Richard  Snedlker,  Elder. 

King's  County,  Rev.  Johanes  Caspams  Rubell,  Mr.  B.  Lett,  Elder. 

English  Neighborhood,  Rev.  G.  Lydecker,  Mr.  Michael  Moore,  Elder. 

Sling's  County,  Rev.  Ulplanus  Van  Slnderen,  Mr.  J.  Rapelyea,  Elder. 

Brunswick,  Rev.  Johannes  Leydt,  Mr.  H.  Vlscher,  Elder. 

Hackensack  and  Schralenburg,  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers,  Mr.  Garret  Demarest, 
Blder. 

Catsklll  and  Coxsackie,  Rev.  Johannes  Schureman. 

Bergen  and  Staten  Island,  Rev.  William  Jackson,  Mr.  Abraham  Sickles,  Elder. 

Kingston,  Rev.  Harmanus  Meyer. 

Marbletown  and  Rochester,  Rev.  Derick  Romeyn,  Mr.  Levi  Paulding,  Elder. 

Millstone  and  Shannlck,  Rev.  Johannes  M.  Van  Harllngen,  Mr.  Jacobus  Van 
Arsdalen.  Elder. 

Gravesend  and  Harlem,  Rev.  Martlnus  Schoonmaker,  Mr.  Johannes  Sickles,  Elder. 

Hackensack  and  Schralenburg,  Rev.  Johannes  H.  Goetchlns,  Messrs.  Peter 
SSabrlskle  and  Daniel  Hormlng,  Elders. 

Paramus,  Rev.  Benjamin  Van  der  Llnde,  Mr.  Stephen  Zabrlskle,  Blder. 

Old  Rarltan,  Rev.  Jacob  R.  Hardenburg,  Mr.  Cornelius  Van  der  Meulen,  Elder. 

Tappan,  Rev.  Samuel  Verbryk,  Mr.  Roclef  Van  Houton,  Blder. 

Albany.  Rev.  Ellardus  Westerlo,  Mr.  H.  Gansevoort,  Elder. 

New  York,  Rev.  Lambertus  de  Ronde,  Rev.  Archibald  Laldlle,  D.D.,  Rev.  John 
H.  Livingston,  D.  D..  Messrs.  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  Isaac  Rosevelt,  Evert  Byvank, 
Cornelius  Zebrlng,  Elders. 

Acqnakenonk,  Rev.  David  Marinus,  Mr.  Gerbrand  Jurlan,  Elder. 

Freehold  and  Mlddletown,  Rev.  Benjamin  Dubois,  Mr.  Aart  Slpken,  Blder. 

Kingston,  Mr.  Jacobus  Bltlnge,  Adrian  Wynkoop,  Elders. 

Harlem,  Mr.  Adolph  Meyer,  Blder. 

Article  III. — Absent  Ministers  and  Elders. 

with  respect  to  absent  Ministers  and  Elders  who  were  Invited,  we  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  greater  part  have  been  hindered  from  attending  by  family 
tncon  ven  lences. 

Article  IV. — Moderators. 

The  moderators  were  then  chosen,  vis: 

The  Rev.  John  H.  Livingston,  minister  in  New  York,  as  present  Praeses  of  the 
'Conciliating  consistory  of  New  York,  and  with  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of 
Ills  Rev.  colleagues,  was  chosen  president. 

The  Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyk,  and  the  Rev.  Ellardus  Westerlo,  scrlbas. 

Article  V. — Reading  of  the  Classical  Letter. 

After  a  suitable  and  earnest  prayer  of  the  Rev.  Praeses,  so  much  of  the  letter  of 
-the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  dated  the  3rd  of  October,  1768,  as  referred  to  the 
JEtev.  Assembly,  was  read  by  the  scriba. 

Article  VI. — Appointment  of  a  Committee. 

After  which  the  Rev.  Assembly  to  avoid  confusion,  deemed  It  expedient,  that  a 
■^OBimlttee  of  six  ministers  should  be  appointed,  with  their  elders  out  of  this  body— 
party  to  choose  their  own  members,  vis.,  two  ministers  and  eldera  of  t.^<^ 
r.  Coetus;  two  ministers  and  elders  of  the  Rev.  ConietenUe;  siTiii  Vvro  mViA%\.vc% 
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and  leaden  of  the  Neotral  Brethren;  which  committee  Bhonld  draw  op,  tnm  th» 
letters  of  the  Rey.  ClaBtlt,  a  formula  of  union,  that  might  aerre  as  a  foondttta 
for  the  further  deliberations  of  this  Rey.  Assembly. 


Session  II. 
Article  VII. — Members  of  the  Committee. 

The  following  members  were  reported  to  the  Rey.  Assembly  as  appointed  ca  tht 
committee: 

By  the  Rev.  Gonferentle,  Rot.  If  r.  De  Ronde,  Rot.  Mr.  Rysdyk,  Messrs.  Jaoobw 
Van  Zandt,  Richard  Snedlker,  Elders. 

By  the  Rey.  Coetns.  Rev.  Mr.  Hardenbnrg.  Rey.  Mr.  Vert>ryk,  Messrs.  VliAci; 
Peter  Zabrlskle.  Elders. 

By  the  Neutral  Brethren.  Rey.  J.  H.  Llylngston,  D.D.,  Rey.  Ellardns  Westtfl^ 
Messrs  Roseyelt  and  Ganesyoort,  Elders. 


Article  VIII. — Formula  of  Union. 

The  committee  Informed  the  assembly  that  they  had  prepared  a  Plan  of  Untas 
for  the  dissenting  brethren,  and  had  unanimously  approved  and  snbscifbcd  tht 
same,  which  they  had  the  honour  of  submitting  to  the  decision  of  this  sssenb^. 
This  plan  was  read  and  afterwards  examined  and  determined  on,  article  by  trtieii. 
It  reads  word  for  word,  as  follows: 


Preliminakies. 

Whereas   certain    misconceptions   concerning   the   bond   of   union    betwcea  tt» 
ehurehes  In  this  country  and  those  In  Holland,  haye  been  the  unhappy  caoMt  ^ 
the  past  troubles:     In  order,  therefore,  to  prevent  these  In  future,  and  In  cobs** 
quence  of  the  advice  and  direction  of  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  In  their  1^ 
letter  to  us,  we  unite  ourselves  in  one  body,  and  we  agree  with  each  other  to  re^ 
late  our  church  government,  and  union  with  the  mother  church  In  Holland,  In  t3* 
following  manner: 


Article  I. — Adherence  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Church, 

We  adhere,  In  all  things,  to  the  constitution  of  the  Netherland  Reformed  Cho 
as  the  same  was  established  in  the  church  orders  of  the  Synod  of  Dordrecht 
the  years  1618  and  1610.     [See  Church  Order,  in  next  document.] 


Article  II. — Consistories. 

The  consistorlefl  Rhall  always  be  appointed,  and  their  businesa  conducted 
ably  to  the  constitution  of  the  Netherland  churches. 


Article  III. — Organization  of  (ho  superior  Church  Judicaiorw^^ 

In  addition  to  the  alwve,  we  organise  or  establish  according  to  the  counsel   ^°^ 
advice  of  the  Rev.  CIhrbIr  of  Amflterdam,  approved  In  the  Synod  of  North  "RoW^^^ 
such    ecclesiastical    assemblies    as    are    consistent    with    the    gOTemmest  of    ^^ 
Netherland  Church,  and  our  reXaUoii  \o  t.Vv«  «ame;  which  judicatories  shall  be  ^^ 
tingulshed  by  such  names  aa  ahaW  Yi^TeatX^t  \m  ^ft^«rGD&nft^ 
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Article  IV. — Number  of  these  in  general. 

These  jndlcatories  shall  be  two  In  number,  which  we  provisionally  call  the  par- 
tlcolar  and  general  assembly,  till  their  names  shall  be  more  particularly  agreed 
upon. 

Article  V. — Matters  to  be  discussed  in  the  Particular  Assemblies. 

In  the  particular  assemblies  all  matters  regarding  the  interests  of  subordinate 
congregations,  and  which  cannot  be  determined  by  the^consistorles,  shall  in  the 
first  instance,  be  regularly  brought  forward,  and  acted  upon,  (even  to  suspension 
of  ministers  for  improper  conduct,)  before  they  can  be  brought  up  to  a  higher 
tribunal. 

Article  VI. — Members  of  these  Assemblies. 

At  these  assemblies  each  minister,  with  his  elder,  belonging  to  the  same,  and 
furnished  with  suitable  ecclesiastical  credentials,  shall  attend  at  the  appointed 
time  and  place. 

With  respect  to  absentees  special  regulations  may  be  made  afterwards. 

Article  VII. — Number  of  these  Assemblies. 

These  assemblies  shall  be  five  in  number.  This  number  may,  nevertheless,  here- 
after be  increased  by  the  general  assembly — ^the  place  of  meeting  changed  as  eircmn- 
■tances  shall  require. 

Article  VIII. — Three  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  and  two  in 

New  Jersey. 

Three  of  these  Assemblies  shall  be  held  in  the  province  of  New  York,  and  two 
in  the  province  of  New  Jersey. 

Article  IX. — One  in  the  city  of  New  York, 

In  the  province  of  New  York,  one  shall  be  held  in  the  city  of  New  York:  to 
which  shall  belong  all  the  Low  Dutch  Reformed  Churches,  whatever  their  language 
may  be,  on  Long  Island,  in  the  city,  and  county  of  New  York,  and  in  the  county  of 
Westchester.  Whether  the  churches  in  the  county  of  Richmond  shall  belong  to 
this  assembly  is  not  yet  determined. 

Article  X. — One  in  Kingston. 

Another  shall  be  held  in  Kingston,  to  which  shall  belong  the  churches  of  Dutchess 
and  Ulster  counties,  and  the  congregations  of  the  Camp. 

Article  XI. — One  in  Albany. 

A  third  shall  be  held  alternately  in  Albany,  and  Schenectady,  to  which  shall 
belong  the  churches  in  the  counties  of  Albany,  Oloucester  and  Cumberland. 

Article  XII. — One  in  Brunswick. 

In  the  province  of  New  Jersey,  one  shall  be  held  at  New  Brunswick  to  which 
■ban  belong  the  churches  in  the  counties  of  Richmond,  Monmouth,  Middlesex, 
Somerset,  Hunterdon  and  Sussex. 
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Article  XIII. — One  in  Hackensach. 

Th«  otber  shall  be  In  Hackensack,  to  wbich  shall  belong  those  of  the  countiM  of 
Bergen.  Orange,  Essex  and  Morris. 

Article  XIV. — Time  of  Meeting. 

Tbeee  assemblies,  on  account  of  the  distance  of  the  respective  memben  ftoD 
each  otber.  shall  not  bold  more  than  one  ordinary  meeting  In  each  year.  The  pt> 
tlcnlar  time  of  meeting  Is  deferred  to  a  future  opportunity. 

Article  XV. — Correspondents. 

When  these  particular  assemblies  shall  correspond  with  each  other,  and  In  wbit 
manner.  Is  also  deferred. 

Article  XVI. — General  Assembly. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a  general  assembly  shall  be  held  every  year.  compoMd 
of  delegates  from  each  particular  assembly. 

Article  XVII. — Members  of  the  same. 

To  this  Reverend  assembly  shall  be  delegated  from  each  particular  inembly* 
two  ministers,  each  with  an  elder,  furnished  with  suitable  credentials. 

Article  XVIII. — Place  of  Meeting. 

The  meeting  of  this  general  assembly  shall  be  held  alternately  at  New  lork  asA 
Ellngston;  the  Rev.  Assembly  shall,  nevertheless,  have  liberty  of  appointing  t  tUi^ 
place  of  meeting  in  the  province  of  New  Jersey. 

Article  XIX. — Time  of  Meeting. 

The  time  of  meeting  shall  be  conslderod  hereafter,  and  appointed  In  the  djmi 
suitable  season  and  so  as  to  be  most  convenient  for  the  particular  assembllee. 

Article  XX. — Examinations,  Prejyaration  and  Peremptions, 

For  this  general  assembly,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Rev.  Synod  of  No*^ 
Holland  and  the  Rev.  Clnssis  of  Amsterdam,  we  assume  the  long  wished  for  right 
of  examining  candidates  for  licensure  and  for  the  ministry,  and  also  further  to 
qualify  those  who  are  lawfully  called,  as  the  same  la  practised  in  the  Netherlan<'* 
A  list  of  all  those  who  have  lK»en  examined  and  ordained,  as  also  of  the  ne^*' 
settled  and  removed  ministers  to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  that  they  may  ^ 
carefully  inserted  in  the  register  of  ministers,  and  numbered  by  them  among  the 
North  American  preachers  in  both  provinces. 

Article  XXI.— Matters  to  be  treated  of  in  the  General  AssertAly- 

All  Church  matters  which  cannot  be  determined  in  the  particular  asseobH^ 
shall,  when  regularly  brought  up,  receive  their  complete  and  final  decision,  !»  ^ 
general  assembly. 

In  some  particular  casea  the  loWowVn^  t\i\«a  ^^M  \»  adopted: 
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Article  XXII. — Union  with  the  Chvrch  of  Holland. 

To  pceMrre.  In  tbe  beet  posilble  maDoer,  tbe  bond  of  nnioD  with  oar  hlgblj 
:eeii>ed  mother  cbnrcb  (which  we  greatlr  de*lre,>  thsr«  Bhall.  flrat,  be  sent  eveir 
ir  ■  eoinpleta  C0P7  ot  all  tbe  acta  of  our  general  asBembl;.  signed  by  tbe  PraeMS 
a  Scrlba  for  the  time  being,  to  tbe  Classle  ot  AiDBterdain,  as  dalf  named  bj  the 
□od  of  North  HoIlaDd  for  that  parpoee. 

Article  XXIII. — Appeals  concerning  Doctrines. 

aeeondltf.  Wbenerer  dllTcreDcei  may  aria*  on  Important  doettlnea  ajnoag  tba 
■thren,  whether  mlnlitera  or  commnaEeants.  a  decision  on  which  might  be  matter 
(TrteTanee  to  aome,  tbe  case  In  dUTeronce  shall  be  left  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Her. 
taila,  or  If  need  be  Co  the  Rev.  Sjnod  of  North  Holland,  according  to  whOM 
slilon  the  general  aiaemblT,  aa  welt  aa  tbe  condemned  part;,  aball  conform  or  act. 

Article  XXIV". — Depositions. 

In  case  a  minliter,  on  account  of  doctrine  or  life,  ohall  be  depoaed  and  eoaeelT) 
luelf  aggrieved  b;  ineh  depoaltlon.  he  aball  have  the  Itberty  of  lajlng  hia  eaaa 
Tore  the  Rev.  Claaals  of  Ameterdam,  or  tbcongh  It  before  the  Rer.  Bjnod,  for  their 
Igment  whether  be  ma;  be  called  again,  or  not;  and  tbe  gcDeral  AaaemhlT,  with 
>  deposed  mlnteter.  ehalt  be  bound  to  submit  to  tbe  Judgment  of  the  Rererend 
asslB.  In  tbe  meantime,  however,  In  conieanence  of  the  length  of  time  required 
r  deciding  auch  an  nnboped  for  caee.  the  congregation  of  the  deposed  mintater.  If 
ty  request  It,  shall  be  furnished  witb  another  pastor. 

Article  XXV". — Approbation  of  Calls. 

It  Is  agreed,  that  tbe  approbation  of  tbe  calla  of  candidates  on  their  exam,  paremp. 
all  be  given  bj  the  general  asaembl;.  bnt  that  ot  ministers,  considering  the  wants 
ths  church,  shall  be  glveo  b;  the  particular  asaemblr  ta  which  the  calling  consre- 
tloD  belongs. 

Article  XXVI. — Visitation  of  the  Churches. 


Article  XXVII. — Extraordinary  Meetings. 

Extraordinary  mcettnga  ot  the  general  and  partlcnlaF  assemblies  may  be  held  for 
6  eismlnbtlon  snd  declaloa  of  matters,  which  for  argent  Feaaons  cannot  be 
ferred  till  the  ordinary  meeting.  These  meetings  may  be  called  by  tbe  last 
veses  and  Bcrlba  ot  the  respective  aasembllea 

Article  XXVTLI.— Professorate. 

Concerning  the  Professorate,  we  will  act  according  to  tbe  advice  of  the  Bev. 
aasis  of  Amsterdam.  We  will  provisionally  choose  one  or  two  profesaors  to  teach 
lactic,  elentlc,  eiegeflc.  etc.  tbeology.  according  to  the  received  doctrines  of  our 
•w  Dntcb  Reformed  Cbnrch.  to  which  offlce  we.  according  to  the  Judgment  of  the 
uala.  will  chDoae,  on  favorable  terms,  such  divines  from  the  Netherlanda  as  are 
acknowledged  learning,  piety,  and  orthodoxyr  and  Immutably  attached  to  the 
stberland  tormolas  of  union,  said  Claaals  having  promised  to  recommend  anltabla 
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Article  XXIX. — Further  regulations  respecting  the  Professorate, 

The  professsor  or  professors  above  meDtloDed,  as  soon  as  the  wlsbed  for  reeon- 
ciliatlon  In  this  country  Is  obtained  and  finally  established,  shall  be  chosen  uA 
called  on  a  sufficient  salary,  though  not  without  the  approbation  of  the  geBcnl 
assembly,  with  this  proTislon,  that  such  professors  shall  not  stand  in  any  conaeetioQ 
with  English  academies,  but  shall  gWe  lectures  in  their  own  dwellings,  to  toA 
students  only  who  can  produce  testimony  that  they  have  studied  two  or  three  yean 
at  a  college  or  academy  under  approved  teachers,  and  improved  themselves  la 
preparatory  studies,  such  as  the  languages,  philosophy,  etc.  Such  profesMr  or 
professors  shall  also  preach  once  every  month  or  fortnight.  In  Dutch  or  BngJMt,  si 
well  to  assist  the  minister  of  the  place  where  he  or  they  reside  as  to  afford  the 
student  a  good  model  of  preaching.  In  consequence  of  which  the  Rev.  profesMr  or 
professors  shall  be  subject  to  the  particular  and  general  assemblies  in  the  stm 
manner  as  is  already  specified  particularly  of  the  ministers. 

Article  XXX. — Provisional  Exception, 

Nevertheless,  since  we,  according  to  the  condition  stipulated  by  the  Classls,  eto 
cherish  no  hopes  of  reaping  the  fruits  of  the  above  mentioned  professorate  for  a  kng 
^ime  to  come,  we  are  of  opinion,  as  there  are  now  a  number  of  students  with  one  or 
other  minister,  who  probably  will  in  a  short  time  be  fitted  for  the  exam,  prepar, 
that  these  students  ought,  in  consequence  of  the  great  need  of  the  churches,  to  bi 
provisionally  examined  at  the  next  meeting  of  our  general  assembly. 

Article  XXXI. — Schools  under  the  care  of  Churches, 

Finally,  the  respective  congregations  shall  hereafter  make  it  their  bnslBeM  to 
establish  public  or  private  schools,  in  which  under  the  direction  of  Consistorlo^ 
instructions  shall  be  given  as  well  In  the  languages  as  in  the  fundamental  prIadplM 
or  doctrines  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  as  the  same  are  taught  In  our  U>t 
Dutch  Churches. 

Gkievances. 
Article  I. 

Concernln?  these  confrrefratlons  who  have  two  congregations,  and  two  mlnlflterii 
It  would  be  desirable  that  they  should  unite  In  one  body;  but  where  this  is  impf**" 
tlcable,  matters  should  remain  in  statu  quo  until  means  and  opportunities  shall  tt 
found  In  God's  providence  to  lead  them  to  union. 

Article  II. 

To  those  confrre^atlons  who  have  one  minister,  but  two  consistories,  it  is  oimeBtly 
recommended  that  they  unite  In  one  consistory. 

The  Rev.  brethren  shall  likewise  avail  themselves  of  every  opportunity  wbicb 
offers,  by  brotherly  exhortations,  to  effect  the  same;  as  also,  for  those  congregt- 
tions  which  situated  as  stated  in  the  first  article,  whilst  we  cordially  supplicate  tbt 
God  of  peace  to  remove  all  remaining  grievances  from  such  congregation. 

Article  III. 

since  during;  the  past  troubles,  some  persons  have  been  ordained  for  the  bo^ 
ministry,  whose  examination  and  ordination  Is  not  deemed  valid  by  some  of  ^ 
brethren,  yet  for  peace  salce.  rather  than  that  the  contemplated  union  should  i^ 
be  accomplished,  these  brethren  a^ree  that  every  one  whom  the  Rev.  Coetus  aelOM^^ 
edges  as  an  ordained  minister  shall  be  considered  as  such,  and  in  that  capadtj  tsk* 
his  seat  In  our  assemblies,  not  doubting  but  the  Rev.  Ciaasis  of  Amsterdam  will  $ff^ 
with  us  in  this  particular. 
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Article  IV. 

Since  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  in  one  of  their  last  letters,  express  them- 
«elTes  favorably  of  the  Rev.  Hermanns  Meyer,  from  which  It  plainly  appears  that 
they  would  fondly  see  a  union  between  him  and  his  congregation  if  it  was  possible; 
we  are  of  opinion  that  in  case  that  Rey.  brother  accedes  to  the  aforesaid  articles  of 
nnion,  and  subjects  himself  to  this  arrangement,  such  subjection  is  a  sufiiclent 
ground  to  give  him,  as  our  esteemed  brother,  a  seat  and  voice  in  the  above  mentioned 
particular  and  general  assemblies,  whilst  the  Rey.  assemblies  as  soon  as  organized 
In  the  manner  specified,  with  the  advice  of  the  Rev.  Classis  will  ofTer  their  friendly 
aid  for  adjusting  the  difTerences  between  him  and  the  congregation  of  Kingston, 
in  case  the  wished-for  union  Is  not  previously  accomplished. 

Concluding  Articles. 
Article  I. — Exception. 

The  preceding  articles  shall  not  be  binding  in  cases  where  they  are  hostile  to  any 
privileges  granted  by  charter  to  any  church. 

Article  II. — Binding  force  of  these  Articles, 

As  sood  as  these  articles  are  constitutionally  received  and  approved  by  the 
assembly,  each  member  shall  provisionally  give  the  other  the  hand  of  brotherhood  or 
fellowship,  in  hopes  that  the  Rev.  Classis  and  our  respective  congregations  will 
approve  and  ratify  the  same,  but  they  shall  not  be  obligatory  before  such  approbation 
of  them  shall  be  given  by  our  respective  congregations  and  the  Rev.  Classis. 


Article  III. 

Since  the  committee  have  the  satisfaction  to  be  unanimous  in  their  opinion  on 

these  articles,  subject  however  to  superior  Judgment,  it  Is  their  cordial  desire  and 

prayer  that  this  Rev.  assembly  may  adopt  the  same,  that  the  long  wished  for  union 

may  if  possible  be  effected  according  to  these  articles.     Which  may   the  Ctod  of 

peace  and  love  grant  of  his  mercy. 

Signed  by  the  above  mentioned  Committee. 
Vetc  York,  Oct.  18,  1771. 

Session  IV. 
Article  IX. 

The  preceding  plan,  after  mature  deliberation  and  through  the  blessing  of  God  and 
to  mutual  satisfaction  adopted  as  the  best  for  the  essential  well-being  of  our  church 
in  this  country.  A  copy  of  the  same  was  ordered  to  be  speedily  forwarded  to  the 
respective  consistories,  signed  by  the  Praeses  and  one  of  the  Scrlbas,  with  a  request 
to  communicate  its  contents  in  the  most  suitable  manner,  to  their  congregations, 
and  to  Infiuence  the  same  as  far  as  possible  to  a  pious  and  actual  union  in  one 
body,  which  union,  however,  shall  not  take  place  till  the  desired  approbation  of  the 
Rev.  Classis  shall  arrive,  for  which  purpose  a  fair  copy  of  these  articles,  signed  by 
the  Praeses  and  both  Scrlbas,  shall  be  transmitted  in  the  speediest  manner.  When 
the  Classical  Letter  arrives,  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  the  Low  Dutch  Church  in  New 
York  shall  open  the  same,  and  write  circular  letters  to  all  the  congregations,  men- 
tlonlng  the  general  contents  of  these  articles,  by  which  means  another  assembly  like 
this,  and  In  the  same  manner,  shall  be  convened. 
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Article  X. — Manner  of  Signing. 

This  atsemblj  determine  that  the  names  of  the  members  and  their  approbatim 
shall  be  openly  and  formally  taken  down,  whereupon  they  authorise  the  Praeses  asd 
both  Scribes  of  this  assembly  to  sign  and  thus  to  confirm  these  articles  of  uaioa  oa 
their  behalf. 

Article  XI. 

After  giving  each  other  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  the  committee,  as  also  the 

Key.  Consistory  of  New  York,  were  openly  and  formally  thanked  for  their  MmSij 

and  brotherly  serrices,  and  after  fervent  thanksgiying  to  God  for  this  unezpected 

blessing,  accompanied  with  ardent  supplications  to  the  throne  of  grace,  for  a  forttcr 

completion  of  this  holy  union  work,  as  also  for  the  prosperity  and  well-being  of  tke 

church,  they  parted  in  peace,  and  loye  and  joy. 

Done  at  New  York,  Oct.  1771. 

Signed, 

John  H.  Livingstone,  Praeses, 

Isaac  Rysdyck,  Scrlba, 

E.  J.  L.  A.  R.  D.  U.  S.  Westerlo.  S<rib€. 

The  Church-Order, 

or  Rules  of  Ecclesiastical  Government,  formally  adopted  by 
the  General  Convention  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  New  York 
and  Xew  Jersey,  Oct,  15-18,  1771.  [The  American  Dutch 
Churches  had  been  under  those  same  Rules  of  Govenimont  be- 
fore, as  colonists  of  Holland;  but  now  they  formally  adopt^J 
thorn,  so  far  as  they  were  applicj^hle  to  their  present  cnmmi- 
stances.] 

Article  1.  For  the  maintenance  of  good  order  In  the  Church  of  Christ.  U  i» 
necessary  that  there  should  be  certain  OfflccK.  Assemblies,  Superrislon  of  Do<^ 
trine,  Sacraments  and  Customs,  together  with  Christian  Discipline.  These  hbell  be 
treated  herein  in  order,  as  follows: 

Of  the  Offices. 

Article.  2.  The  offices  are  of  four  sorts:  [the  office]  of  Ministers  of  thf  Word; 
of  Doctors  [of  Theology];  of  Eiders;  and  of  Deacons. 

[Ministers.  I 

Article  3.  No  one,  although  he  be  a  Doctor  [of  Theology],  and  Elder  or  a  Pe«eon. 
shall  be  permitted  to  officiate  in  the  Ministry  of  the  Word  and  the  Sacrameots  with- 
out being  thereunto  lawfully  called ;  and  whenever  any  one  acts  to  the  contrary.  w° 
persists  therein,  after  repeated  admonitions,  the  Classls  shall  decide  whether  be  tl»^ 
be  declared  a  schismatic,  or  be  punished  in  some  other  way. 

Article  4.  The  lawful  call,  whether  to  cities  or  to  rural  charges,  of  those  wbo 
have  not  been  in  service  before,  consists:  Fint,  in  the  choice  naade,  after  fMtInf 
and  prayer,  by  tho  Consistory  and  the  Deacons.  This  shall  not  be  done  wltboot 
a  proper  correspondence,  rospcctlvely,  with  the  Christian  Anthoritios  of  the  pl»^' 
and  the  previous  knowledge  or  advice  of  the  Classls,  where  these  thloc^  ^'^^ 
hitherto  been  customary.    8tcondly«  In  the  Examination;  or  inquiry  both  ts  to  tbc 
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trinp  and  the  Lite,  (of  l&e  perxin  choten).  Thli  ■hall  b«  coDdDCtcd  br  the 
«!«,  Id  the  preinice  of  the  Depntlei  of  the  87110^  or  at  lonil  of  them.  TMrilg, 
Jte  Appnbitlon  nad  recosnltlon  br  the  [CItU]  Aathoritles,  and  iDbaeqacntlT 
'  hj  the  members  of  the  Refornied  Congregation  of  the  place,  through  the 
lleatlon  of  the  name  of  tbe  Minister  dnrfng  fonrteen  daji,  II  no  ohJeetloQB  are 
tented  agalnat  him.  Flaallg.  In  the  pnbUc  Ordination  before  tbe  confregallon. 
I  ataall  take  place  with  anltible  statement!  of  coDdittoni  and  demanda,  eihorta- 
1.  prayer,  and  the  laflng  od  of  handi  bj  tbe  ordatnlag  mlnlatec,  or  mlnlaters, 
■n  there  are  others  present,  aecordtng  to  the  Form  made  for  that  parpuRe.  It 
ilso  well  nnderstood,  that  the  larlng  on  of  hands  may  be  performed  In  the 
lalc^l  Aaaemblr.  in  the  caee  of  a  newly  licensed  [prowoled)  mlnliter  wbo  Is  to 
leDt  to  charcbes  nnder  persecntlon.  [Churches  under  the  Cross]. 
rtlrit  a.  ConreralDfc  those  ministers,  wbo  are  already  In  the  Ulnlatry  of  the 
rd,  and  are  called  to  anotber  coagregatlon:  such  call  shall  be  made  In  a 
liar  manner,   whether  to  clHea  or  to  rnral   charges,   with  correspondence  as  In 

fonner  ease,    by   tbe  ConBlstory  and   Deacons,   with  advice   or  approballon  of 

Clnasls:  at  wblob  place  those  called  ihalt  show  good  chnrch  certlflcAles  as  to 
'trine  and  Lite;  nnd  wbea  tbus  approved  by  the  local  antborltlea,  and  presented 
tbe  church  for  fourteen  days,  as  required  t>etore,  they  shall  be  Installed  with 
agements  and   prnyerH  as  preTloosly   mentioned.     In   short,   accordlog  to  what 

before  been  said.  If  any  doc  has  a  valid  right  of  presentation,  or  any  Other 
m,  by  means  of  which  he  can  be  nsefnl  and  edifying,  wlthont  dolni{  Injory 
(he  Church  of  God  and  good  Chorcb-Order,  may  II  please  the  Civil  Anthorltles 

the  Synods  of  the  reapeclive  Provinces  to  give  It  their  attention,  and  to  make 
necessary  regolalloD  In  tbe  Interest  of  the  Chnrche*. 

rflcle  &  Nor  shall  soy  minister  be  allowed  to  take  service  Id  any  private  Manor, 
ipltal,  or  other  such  places.  UDlegs  he  be  prevlonsly  admitted  [to  the  minlatrj] 
I  permitted    [to  afflclste]    according  to  the  foregolUK  Artlclea;  and   he  shall  t>e 
Ject  to  tbe  Cburch-Order.  no  Ipsa  Iban  otbers. 
ritele  T.  No  one  sball  be  called  [ordained?]  to  the  ministry  of  tbe  Word  without 

being  atmut  to  settle  In  some  certalD  place,  unless  be  be  sent  to  preach  here 
there  In  congregstlous  under  persecnllon,  [nnder  the  Cross],  or  seDt  elnewhere 
gather  cburcbej. 

rtlere  8.  Schoolmasters.  mechsDlcs,  or  others  who  have  not  [regnlaclyl  studied, 
.11  not  be  permitted  to  fill  the  mluUterlal  ofllce,  UDtess  ther  have  given  asanr- 
■*  of  their  singular  gifts,  piety,  hnmtllty,  sobriety,  good  understanding  and 
rrellon.  together  with  tbe  gifts  of  utterance.  Whenever,  therefore,  eucb  per- 
is present  tbemselveB  for  service,  tbe  Claaals  shall.  If  tbe  Bynod  cnnsents.  first 
HDlse  ihcTH,  and.  according  as  II  finds  tbem  on  eilmlnatloD.  shall  prescribe  a 
irse  of  private  eierclses  for  a  while,  after  which  they  Shalt  be  dealt  with  as 
111  be  judged   to   be  conducive  to  edldcatloo. 

irtUrte  9.  Novices,  popish  priests  and  otbers  who  leave  Some  sect,  shslt  not  be 
nltted  to  tbe  ministry  of  tbe  Church,  without  great  caretnlneas  and  caution,  ud 
«r  tbey,  too.  aball  have  been  well  tried  for  a  certain  time. 

irtielt  10.  A  mlnlBter  once  lawfully  called,  may  not  leave  the  church,  where  h« 
1  iincondlllODiillj-  received.  In  order  to  accept  a  call  elsewhere,  wllbont  the 
went  of  tbe  CoEBlMorj-  nnd  of  the  Deacons,  as  well  as  thoae  who  have  formerly 
ted  ns  Deacons;  bi^idcs  he  must  bare  the  coDBcnt  of  the  Aotborltles  nnd  the 
ivlons  knowledge  of  the  I'lasals:  and  no  other  chnrch  shall  hove  tbe  right  to 
sire  bim  before  his  showing  lanlul  tesllmonlala  of  his  dismissal  from  tht 
nrcb  and   tbe  Clnsalx   where  be   bns   mlulBtered. 

IrtMe  II.  On  the  other  band,  tbe  Consistory,  as  repreBenling  the  congregation, 
111  be  obliged  10  provide  their  minister  with  a  sultablo  sapporl;  and  shall  not 
"■■ke  him  withoiii  (be  knoivledfie  and  decision  of  the  Classls;  which  alto  shall 
Ice,  Id  failure  of  support,  wbetbcr  such  minister  shall  be  Irsnaferred.  or  not. 
lrNel«  12.  Inasmuch  nn  a  minister  of  the  Word,  when  once  lawfolly  called.  Id 
mner  before  menlloned.  la  imnnrt  nolo  tbe  service  of  (he  Chnrch  ft>r  life,  there- 
re  It  la  not  lawfQl  for  him  to  enter  upon  another  profession  [lit.,  state  of  llfel, 
cept  for  great   and   weighty   reaaons.   concerning   which   tbe  Classls  sbsll  take 

(fNds  IS.  If  It  should  happen  that  nilnlatera.  by  reason  o(  age,  AeViie«%  01 
lerwSse,    become  Incapable  of  performing  the  dntlee  ot   thrti  oIB<;«.  "rtwT   «^(>\\. 
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novprtbcless  retalu  the  honor  and  the  title  of  minister;  and  shall.  In  their  need. 
I>e  honoroblj-  provided  for  by  the  churches  to  which  they  have  ministered.  ThU 
also  shall  be  done  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  ministers  in  generaL 

Article  14.  In  case  any  ministers,  for  the  aforesaid  or  any  other  reasons,  tif 
obliged  to  desist  from  the  duties  of  their  office  for  a  time,  which  shall  not  be 
done  without  the  advice  of  the  Consistory,  they  shall,  nevertheless,  at  aU  times 
be  and  remain  subject  to  the  call  of  the  congregation. 

Article  15.  No  minister  who  has  relinquished  the  service  of  his  own  cfanrcb.  or 
Is  not  engaged  In  suuie  regular  service,  shall  \>e  permitted  to  go  abont  and  preseh 
hero  and  there  without  the  consent  and  authority  of  the  1  particular]  Synod  or  tbc 
Clnssls.  So  also  no  nilnUter  shall  be  allowed  to  preach  a  sermon  or  to  administer 
the  Sacraments  In  another  church,  without  the  consent  of  the  consistory.. 

Article  IG.  The  office  of  ministers  Is  to  persevere  In  prayer  and  the  ministry  of 
the  Word;  to  dispense  the  Sacraments:  to  watch  over  his  brethren,  the  Ekters  sod 
Deacons,  as  well  as  over  the  whole  congregation;  and  lastly,  together  with  the 
Elders,  to  exercise  church  discipline,  and  to  take  car^  that  all  things  are  dooe 
decently  and  In  order. 

Article  17.  Among  the  ministers  of  the  Word,  equality  shall  be  malntabwd 
touching  the  duties  of  their  sitvIco.  and  as  far  as  possible,  in  other  things,  sceord* 
Ing  to  the  judgment  of  the  Consistory,  and.  if  needs  l>e.  of  the  Classls.  The  sanie 
rule  Is  to  be  observed  with  regard  to  Elders  and  Deacon!^. 

[Pkofe.ssoks.] 

Article  IS.  The  office  of  Doctors,  or  Professors  In  Theology  Is  to  cxplaia  tlie 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  to  defend  the  pure  Doctrine  against  heresies  and  ernirs. 

Article  19.  The  congregations  shall  strive  to  provide  students  in  Theology,  who 
are  to  be  supported  by  public  funds  [ex  bonis  publlds.] 

Article  20.  In  those  churches  where  there  are  found  the  more  capable  prcacben. 
the  discussion  of  propositions  shall  be  Instituted,  [sal  men  *t  gebmyk  d^  propoil- 
tlen  nanstellen],  in  order  to  prepare  some  persons  by  such  exercises  for  tie 
ministry  of  the  Word;  herein  observing  the  order  specially  made  for  that  porpoie 
by  this  Synod. 

Article  21.  Everywhere,  the  Consistories  shall  see  to  It  that  there  are  good 
schoolmasters  to  t(>nch  not  only  reading  and  writing  to  the  chMdren,  the  IflUfatfet 
and  liberal  Arts,  but  also  to  instruct  them  in  godliness  and  in  the  Catechism. 

[Elders.] 

Article  22.  The  Elders  shall  be  chosen  according  to  the  j^idgment  of  the  Consis- 
tory and  the  Deacons;  so  that  It  [the  Consistory]  according  to  the  situation  of 
each  church,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  present  as  many  elders  as  the  necessity  of  tbe 
congregation  may  r(»qulre.  These  shall  be  Installed,  when  approved  by  the  dioivh, 
unless  some  hindrance  occurs,  with  public  prayers  and  engagements.  Or  tbejr  vaj 
propose  a  double  number,  the  half  to  be  chosen  by  the  congregation,  who  shall  ^ 
ordained  to  service  after  the  same  manner,  according  to  the  Form  therefor. 

Article  23.  The  office  of  the  Elders,  besides  what  Is  common  to  them  with  the 
Ministers  of  the  Word,  as  above  stated  In  Article  10,  is  to  take  heed  that  the  min- 
isters, together  with  their  fellow-helpers  and  the  Deacons,  faithfully  admlnhrter 
their  offl«'os:  and  also,  before  or  after  the  Lord's  Supper,  as  time  and  places  permit 
and  as  shall  be  for  the  edification  of  the  congregation,  to  perform  the  Visitations 
in  order  particularly  to  Instruct  and  comfort  th(»  members  of  the  congregations, 
and  also  to  exhort  others  to  [make  a  profession  of]  the  Christian  Religion. 


f 
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Article  24.  The  same  manner  shall  be  observed  In  the  election,  approbation  and 

ordination  of  the  Deacons,  as  was  followed  in  reference  to  the  Elders.  ^ 

Article  25.  The  office  peculiar  to  the  Deacons  is  diligently  to  collect  the  aim*  * ; 

and  other  charities  for  t\ie  poot,  qlti^,  '^AWi  ^«tL«tal  advice,  faithfully  and  diiiS^°^  r 

\ 
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1 
lie  (be  same  >■  tbe  needs  or  the  iDbabltants  or  strangers  ma;  require;  to 
.nd  romfort  the  dlalressed;  to  be  carefal  tint  tbe  alma  aic  oat  mUnsed! 
the;  abatl  render  an  account  In  Conalatory  at  auch  a  time  ai  tbe  ConslB- 
delermlDe,  and  also  before  the  coagreKBtion,  If  any  desire  (o  be  present. 
te.  The  DeaeoDB  ahall.  If  they  lo  destre,  maintain  a  good  correspandence 

Director*  of  Poor-bouBea,   in   places  where   »nch  eilst,   or   with   other 

lo  the  end  tbat  the  alma  may  b«  tbe  better  dittrlbnted  among  those  who 

jreateat  need. 

IT.  The  Elders  and  Deacops  shall  serve  two  years:  and  every  yenr  half 

ber  shall  be  cbanged.  and  others  pot  lp  tbelT  ptaccB,  nnleia  the  circam- 

r  the  benefit  of  certain  churches  shoald  require  It  to  be  otherwise. 

■8.  As  It  la  tbe  dnt;  of  Christian  Anihorltles  to  promote  the  Holy  Chaivb 

fTcry  possible  resiwct.  to  recommend  the  same  to  those  subject  to  them, 
lample,  and  In  case  of  necessity,  lo  tend  a  helping  hand  to  the  Mlntslen, 
1  DenccoB.  and  protect  them  by  Ihelr  good  ordlnnnces:  so  It  la  the  duty 
Isters.  Elders  and  Deacons  diligently  and  sincerely  to  Impress  upon  the 
srcgntlon.  the  obedience,  lore  and  respect  which  It  owes  to  tbe  Maglt- 

Blt  ecclesiastical  persons  shall  herein  set  a  good  eiample  to  the  congre- 
d.  by  proper  respect  and  correspondence,  seek  to  gain  and  to  retain  (be 
Ibe  authorities  on  l>eha1f  of  the  chncches;  to  tbe  end  that  each  one. 
lolng  hla  duty  In  tbe  fear  Of  the  Lord,  all  suspicion  and  mlstraat  may  be 
nnd  huppy  unity  lie  malntfllned  to  Ibe  welfare  of  the  churches. 

Ok  Ecclesiastical  Assemblies. 


■  Particular  Synod,   and   the  General  or 

lera  only  shiill  be  lmii«acted. 
n  nil  eccleslnstlcnl  nmoner.  In  tbe  greater  Assembly  no  business  shall 
led.  except  what  could  not  be  settled  In  the  leaser  Assembly,  or  such  as 
In  Hie  rhnrchea  composing  Ihe  Orealer  Assembly,  in  );pners1. 
I.  If  any  one  Is  wrongfully  accusEd  by  the  decision  of  a  lesser  As-<embly, 
ire  ibo  rlRbt  lo  appeal  lo  a  grenter  ecclealastlcnl  Assembly;  and  nhalerer 
icci  by  R  majority  ot  rnlres  shall  be  held  aa  settled  and  binding,  unless  it 
ve  to  he  conirary  to  tbe  Word  of  God.  Or  to  Ihe  Articles  adopted  by  this 
ynoii,   no  long  as  the  same   have  not  been  changed  by  another  General 

\'2.  The  trnnsncttons  of  nil  the  Assemblies  shall  begin  with  calllDg  upon 

of  find,  and  conclude  with  thankaglvInB. 

13.  Those  who  are  deleirnlpil   lo  attend   the  Assemblies  shall  bring  with 

■  credenllnla  and  Instruclions,  signed  by  those  who  send  them;  and  such 

be  eniitlcd  to  a  dccislye  vote. 

4.  In  all  Aasonibtiea  there  shntl  be.  In  addillon  lo  Ihe  president,  a  scribe, 
■■nrefnlly  record  whatever  Is  worib  entering  on  the  Minutes. 

'•.  The  office  of  Ihe  rre«ldent  la  lo  slate  and  explain  Ihe  bnslnens  which 
ansiiclcd:  lo  see  to  II  that  In  speaking  every  one  observes  order;  to  com- 
niptlona  nnd  Ihase  who  Indnlge  in  violent  speech,  to  beep  slleni;  and  to 
"operiy  such  us  give  no  heed  thereto.     Tbts  olDce  shall  expire  when  the 

HI.  A  Classls  bas  the  same  Jurisdiction  over  a  Conaintory,  which  a  Par- 
lod  bna  over  n  Claesls.  nnd  the  General  Synod  over  a  ParticnlRr  ISynodJ. 
T.  In  all  churches  shnll  there  be  a  conalalory,  consisting  ol  tbe  Ministers 
nl  and  the  holders,  which  shall  assemble  n(  least  once  a  week.  Then  the 
I  the  Word,  or  tbe  ministers,  in  case  there  are  more  than  one,  each  in 
preside  nnd  regulate  the  business.      And  the  MaKistracy  of  Ihe  place,  if 

05.  shall  bnve  tbe  right  to  be  represented  in  Consiatsry  by  one  or  two  ot 
r,  being  nietiibers  of  the  CongTegatlon,  to,  listen  to.  and  take  part  la 
g  on  the  matters  that  come  np. 
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number  of  Elders  U  vorj  biiiall.  It  shall  be  lawful  to  make  the  Deacons  a  part  of 
the  consistory. 

Article  30.  In  those  plact's  wlit^re  no  l.'onsiHtory  yet  exUts.  the  Classls  shall  mean- 
while transact  the  business  which,  nccordhii;  to  the  dinM*tion  of  this  Church  Order, 
the  Consistory  is  otherwise  charged  with. 

JLriiclf  40.  The  Deacons  hhali  lilcewise  meet  every  week,  in  order  to  trannct  tbe 
business  which  ap|)ertMlus  to  their  office,  bmvinK  first  called  upon  the  Name  of  God. 
In  these  meetings  the  uiiulKters  shall  interests themselres;  and.  if  needs  be,  attend 
them. 

ArtMe  41.  The  CluMKkal  Assemblies  shall  be  oonstituted  of  neighboring  cbnrrhes, 
each  of  which  nhail  send,  with  proper  credentials,  one  minister  and  one  Elder,  u 
delegatcK.  to  attend  them,  at  the  time  and  place  determined  by  each  Assemblj  oo 
adjourning;  at  intervals,  however,  of  not  more  than  three  months.  Over  tbeie 
Assenibiies  the  ministers  shall  preside  in  rotation,  or  otberwlse  a  President  slisll 
l>e  choweii.  but  In  such  a  way  that  no  one  shall  be  chosen  twice  In  sncrestioa. 
Further,  the  Pretiidput  shall,  among  other  things,  ask  each  one.  whether,  in  bte 
church,  cousistorlal  meetings  are  held;  whether  church  Discipline  is  exercised: 
whether  the  poor  and  the  schools  are  provided  for;  lastly,  whether  there  is  nj- 
thiug  in  which  the  judgment  and  help  of  the  Classis  are  needed  for  the  regolatioo 
of  the  church.  A  short  sermon  shall  be  preached  from  the  Word  of  God  bj  tlie 
minister  charged  therewith  at  the  previous  meeting  of  Classis,  on  which  the  others 
Khali  pass  judgment,  pointing  out  in  what  it  may  be  deficient.  Lastly,  at  the  meet- 
ing next  preceding  the  Particular  Synod,  delegates  to  that  Synod  shall  be  cboteo. 

ArHele  42.  In  places  where  there  are  more  ministers  than  one,  they  shall  all  bire 
the  right  to  vote,  except  In  matters  which  specially  concern  themselves  personalI.r 
or  their  churches. 

Article  43.  At  the  close  of  the  Classical  and  other  greater  Assemblies,  eenmire 
shall  be  Imposed  upon  those  who  have  done  anything  In  the  Assembly  worthj  of 
punishment,  or  have  despised  the  admonitions  of  the  lesser  Assemblies. 

Article  44.  The  Classis  shall  likewise  authorise  some  of  Its  ministers,  at  least  t«o 
of  the  oldest,  most  experienced  and  best  qualified,  to  make  a  yearly  visitation  of 
all  the  churches,  those  in  cities  as  well  as  those  in  the  country,  to  asefrtain 
whether  ministers,  consistories  and  schoolmasters  are  faithfully  admlnlsterlnfr  their 
otfloes.  adhering  to  purity  of  Doctrine,  observing  in  all  things  the  accepted  order, 
uiiil  proi>«»rly,  as  far  as  posAible,  by  word  and  deed,  promoting  the  edification  of 
tht>  contrregatlon.  as  well  as  of  the  youth;  to  the  end  that  they  may  seasonably  and 
fiMttTiially  admonish  thoite  who  are  found  to  be  remiss  in  duty  in  any  thin^:  and 
by  oounsel  nnd  deed  aid  In  directing  everything  for  the  peace,  the  upbuilding,  and 
tli«»  j^HMitost  profit  of  the  churches  and  schools. 

Ami  ♦^very  Classis  shall  continue  such  Visitors  In  service  as  long  as  It  thlnk« 
b»»Rt.  unless  the  Visitors  themselves  should,  for  reasons  of  which  the  Classis  ?lw" 
t:ik<»  rognlzance,  ask  to  be  released. 

Artirte  4.'>.  The  chnrrhos  In  which  either  the  Classis.  likewise  In  which  the  Par- 
ticular or  the  General  Synod  may  assemble,  shall  see  to  It  that  the  Acts  of  the  pr^- 
♦  edlnp  meeting  be  brousrht  In  at  the  next  following  meeting. 

Artirlf  46.  Instructions  on  matters  to  be  treated  of  in  the  higher  assemblies, 
shall  not  be  recorded,  until  the  acts  taken  by  previous  Synods  shall  have  been 
read:  In  order  that  what  has  once  been  disposed  of  may  not  again  be  presented  for 
action,   unless  It  be  thought  to  require  some  alteration. 

Article  47.  Once  a  year,  unless  necessity  calls  for  a  shorter  interval,  four  or  fl^^* 
«»r  more  neighboring  Classes  shall  assemble  as  a  Particular  Synod;  to  attend  which 
two  ministers  and  two  Elders  shall  be  delegated  from  each  Classis.  On  adjonrnlng, 
the  l»articular  as  well  as  the  General  Synod  shall  designate  a  church  which  shtU^ 
chart^ed  with  determining,  with  advice  of  the  Classis.  the  time  and  place  of  the 
next  Synod. 

Article  48.  Each  [Particular]  Synod  shall  have  the  liberty  to  request  and  to  bold 
ooiTe8i>ondence  with  its  nelghl>oring  [Particular]  Synod  or  Synods,  In  such  nanwf 
as  shall  be  deemed  most  profitable  for  general  edification. 

Article  49.  Each  Synod  shall  likewise  depute  certain  ones  to  ezecatt,  in  ^* 
respective  Classes  under  its  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  with  the  CItU  Anthorltiei.  ^ 
that  the  Synod  has  ordered.  Besides  they  are  to  be  present,  either  eoUecttftly  ^ 
in  less  number,  at  every  examKnsiWoTi  ol  ciii^\AiA.«%  lor  the  ministry ;  ant  fortfeff,  ^ 
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rrciT  other  dlfflcnltr  occarrlnc.  the;  are  to  offer  tlielr  lid  to  the  Cluala;  Id  order 
Uiat  good  nttlfomiltr,  ocdBt  aad  parlt;  In  Doctrlae  msj  tw  malDtalned  and  eatab- 
llabed.  And  tbeae  ahall  keep  correct  mlnatea  of  all  their  traDaactlo&a,  tor  tb« 
purpose  ot  reportlai  them  to  the  STood,  and  ihall  (Ive  reaaoo*  for  their  coodoct 
Id  caM  that  la  regaltcd.  Nor  aball  Otej  be  releaaed  from  their  aerrlce  antll  the 
SjDod  Itaelf  releaaea  them. 

Art<ola  SO.  The  NatloDal  Brnod  ahall  be  held  ordlaarllj  once  erery  three  jeara, 
unleaa  a  prcMlaK  Deceaalt;  itaould  reqalre  a  ahorter  receea.  EftCb  Fartlcnlar  Sjnai, 
both  of  the  Dotch  and  of  the  Walloon  tonsne,  aball  delecate  to  attend  It  two  mln- 
Iftera  and  two  Bldera.  Further  the  charch  nblcb  ta  charted  with  dealgnatlns  the 
time  and  place  ot  the  Qeneral  Sjnod,  In  ease  the  aame  ahould  be  called  to  meat 
within  the  three  reara,  iball  aaaemble  the  Partlcnlar  Sjood  to  which  It  belanga, 
and  fflTe  notice  of  the  aame  to  the  nearest  church  ot  the  other  toosne,  so  that  It 
mar  send  thither  four  peraoua  who  ahall  acree  upon  the  time  and  place.  The  same 
church  which  la  chosen  to  call  the  General  aynod  toietber,  when  It  Is  about  to 
consalt  with  the  Claaala  as  to  time  and  place,  ahall  alao  gtre  timet;  notlM  thereof 
to  the  OtII  Antborltlea,  In  order  that,  with  their  knowledce,  and — In  ease  It 
should  pleaae  them  to  aend  alao  a  certain  number  to  the  Claasls — In  tbolr  preseDca 
and  with  their  adTtce,  the  Depntles  ma;  transact  their  tHulneaa. 

ArNcle  Bl.  Aa  In  the  Netherlands  two  lansnasea  are  apoken.  It  la  Judged  proper 
that  the  churches  of  the  Dutch  and  WaJtoon  tongnea  shall  each  bare  their  Conala- 
torles,  Claaaleal  Aasembllea.  and  Particular  8;nodB,  b;  themselres. 

ArtMe  52.  It  Is.  notwlthatandlng,  Judged  proper,  that.  In  the  cltlea  where  the 
aforesaid  Walloon  churches  eilst.  some  Mlnlatere  and  Elders  of  both  connecttona. 
ahonid  assemble  together  monthly.  In  order  to  maintain  a  proper  nnlt;  and  matual 
correapondence.  and,  as  much  aa  poealble,  according  to  cIrcnmataDces  and  necetalty, 
to  assist  each  other  with  couasel. 

Of  Doctrine,  S.^craments,  and  Othek  Ceremonies. 

ArUot»  ns.  The  mlalsters  ot  the  Word  of  Qod,  likewise  the  ProfeMora  Of  Theoloc;, 
(and  It  woald  well  become  the  other  Pratesaor*  also),  shall  inbacrlbe  to  the  Con- 
lesslaa  of  Faith  of  the  Dutch  Churches;  and  the  mlnlitera  who  refuse  to  do  So  Shall 
it  facta  be  auspended  from  their  mlnlatr;,  b;  the  Conilstor;  or  Classls,  ontll  the; 
shall  hsTe  msde  a  full  explanallan ;  and  In  case  the;  continue  obellnatel;  to  refoec, 
the;  ahall  be  wholl;  depoaed  from  their  mlnlatr;. 

Arttole  C4.  Likewise  the  ScboolmeBtera  aball  be  bound  to  lubacrlbe  to  the  Articles 
aa  aboTS,  or  In  place  thereof  to  the  Chrlatlan  Catechlam. 

ArMolc  ns.  No  one  of  tbe  Reformed  Religion  ahall  preaume  to  have  printed,  or 
otherwlae  to  pabllah  an;  book  or  writing  compoaed  or  truielaled  b;  himself,  or  b; 
■DOtber,  without  Ita  being  prerlonsl;  examined  and  apprared  b;  the  MinUters  of  the 
Word  of  his  own  Claaala  or  Particular  Bynod :  or  b;  the  Professors  of  Theolog;  In 
ihese  PrOTlpces.  together  wltb  the  previous  knowledge  of  hU  Clarala. 


Of  Baptism. 

Article  06.  The  CoTcnant  ot  God  shall  be  sealed  b;  Baptlam  to  the  children  ot 
ChrlatlaUB,  In  the  public  Assembly,  when  the  Word  of  God  Is  prescbed.  and  aa  earl; 
ai  tbe  admlnlBtrstlan  ot  It  la  poealble.  But  In  places  where  not  so  man;  sermons 
ire  preached,  a  certain  da;  In  the  week  shall  be  Sied  for  the  eitraordlnar;  adminis- 
tration ot  Baptism,  but  not  howeTcr,  without  the  preaching  ot  a  sermon. 

Article  GT.  The  ministers  shall  do  their  best,  and  strive  to  get  the  father  to 
present  hia  child  tor  baptlgm.  And  In  socb  congregation  where  godfathera  or  wit- 
Btaiea.  beeldea  the  father,  are  cualomar;  at  Baptlem,  (which  custom,  being  Indlf- 
terent  In  Itself,  la  not  needlessly  to  be  changed).  It  Is  proper  that  snch  be  accepted 
as  hold  the  pure  doctrine  and  are  godl;  In  their  walk. 

ArMole  G8.  Tbe  ministers  shall,  In  baptlilog  young  children  aa  well  aa  adults,  use 
ths  Forms  concerning  the  Institution  and  Design  of  Baotlnn,  nU^  ^«.'^«  \Me^ 
npamtely  written  for  the  purpose. 
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ArUcle  50.  Adults  by  Baptism  are  Incorporated  into  the  Christian  congregttioD, 
and  recelyed  as  members  of  the  congregation,  and  are  therefore,  in  duty  bound  to 
malie  use  of  the  Lord's  Supper  also,  which  at  their  Baptism  they  shall  promise 
to  do. 

ArUcle  60.  The  names  of  the  baptized,  together  with  thoM  of  the  parents  tod 
witnesses,  as  well  as  the  time  of  Baptism,  shall  be  put  on  record. 

Of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

Article  61.  No  one  shall  be  admitted  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  unless  he  makes  a 
Confession  of  the  Reformed  Religion,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  church  vhldi 
he  joins,  having  also  given  testimony  of  a  godly  walk ;  without  which,  also,  tboM 
who  come  from  other  churches  shall  not  be  admitted. 

Article  62.  Every  church  shall  celebrate  the  Lord's  Supper  after  such  a  naaaer 
as  it  judges  to  be  most  for  edification.  It  is  well  understood,  however,  that  Um 
external  ceremonies  prescribed  in  the  Word  of  God  be  not  altered,  and  all  snpenti- 
tion  be  avoided ;  and  that  after  the  close  of  the  sermon  and  usual  prayers  in  the 
pulpit,  the  Form  for  the  administration  of  the  Supper,  together  with  the  Prtjer 
pertaining  to  it,  shall  be  read  at  the  table. 

Article  63.  The  Lord's  Supper  shall  be  celebrated  once  every  two  montbi,  if 
possible :  and  In  churches  where  circumstances  permit,  it  will  be  edifying  to  celebnte 
it  on  Kaster.  Pentecost  and  Christmas.  But  in  placet  where  no  church  amof^ 
ments  have  yet  been  established.  Elders  and  Deacons  shall  first  be  provisiootlly 
appointed. 

Order  Coxcerjting  Times  of  Preaching.     . 

Article  64.  As  evening  prayers  are  found  to  be  beneficial  In  many  places,  etcb 
church  shall  follow  in  reference  to  the  use  of  the  same,  whatever  plan  it  considers 
most  conducive  to  edification.  But  when  it  is  desired  that  such  services  should  cetse. 
this  shall  not  be  done  without  the  judgment  of  the  Classis,  and  of  the  Civil  Authori- 
ties who  hold  to  the  Reformed  Religion. 

Article  65.  Where  funeral  sermons  are  not  customary,  they  shall  not  be  intro- 
duced :  and  where  they  have  already  been  introduced,  efforts  shall  be  made  to 
abolish  them  in  the  best  manner  possible. 

Article  60.  In  times  of  war,  pestilence,  famine,  severe  persecutions  of  the 
churches  and  other  Kcnoral  calamities,  the  ministers  of  the  churches  shall  petition 
the  Civil  Authorities,  that,  by  their  authority  and  order,  public  days  of  fasting  asd 
proyer  be  appointed  and  sacredly  kept. 

Article  67.  Besides  Sunday,  the  congregations  shall  observe  Christmas,  Easter  and 
PentecoRt  with  the  day  following  each.  And  whereas,  in  most  cities  and  prorlnces 
of  the  Netherlands,  there  are  observed  besides,  the  day  of  the  circumcision  tnd  of 
Christ's  ascension,  the  Ministers  shall,  wherever  this  is  not  yet  the  custom,  endetTor 
to  induce  the  authorities  to  conform  to  the  other  churches. 

Article  68.  The  ministers  shall  everywhere  on  Sundays,  ordinarily  at  the  afternoon 
preaching  service,  briefly  explain  the  summary  of  Christian  Doctrine,  contained  in 
the  Catechism  which  has  now  been  adopted  by  the  Netherland  churches,  In  such  * 
way  ns  to  finish  it  each  year  by  following  the  division  of  the  Catechism  itself  Dii<'^ 
for  that  purpose. 

Article  69.  Only  the  150  Psalms  of  David,  the  Ten  Commandments,  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  the  twelve  Articles  of  the  Faith,  the  hymns  of  Mary,  Zachariah  and  Sln:^° 
shall  be  sung.  Tne  hymn  "  O  God,  who  our  Father  art,"  [O  God.  die  onie  Va**^ 
hist],  is  left  to  the  choice  of  the  churches  to  use  or  to  omit.  All  other  hymns  sh*^^ 
be  kept  out  of  the  churches,  and  where  some  have  already  been  introduced,  the  it^^^^ 
proper  measures  shall  be  taken  to  set  them  aside. 

Article  70.  As  it  has  been  found  that,  hitherto,  different  customs  have  everywti*^ 
been  followed   in   the  solemnization  of  marriage,  and  as  it  la.   nevertheless,  q^^^' 
proper  to  observe  uniformity  therein,  the  churches  shall  abide  by  the  custom  wt^^^ 
they  have  hitherto  observed,  conformably  to  the  Word  of  God  and  former  eccle**^ 
tical  ordinances ;  until  the  Higher  Authorities,  who  are  to  be  petitioned  to  that  ^^ 
at  the  earliest  opportunity,  shall,  with  advice  of  the  ministers  of  the  Church.  H^^ 
made  a  General  Ordinance  thei^oii  \  \.o  ^\A^\i  V&Nm  Ch^itch  Order  refers  Itadf  in  ^^ 
nutter. 
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Ceitsubb  and  Ecclesiasticai.  Admoxitiokb. 

Article  71.  Inumach  u  Cbrlatlin  dlKipUne  is  aplcltaal,  and  iIo«b  DOt  rellare  on* 
from  the  cItII  Judgment  and  poDlsbiiieiit  of  tboH  In  laOlorlt; ;  M  It  la  raqnlalta 
wltbout  an7  refereace  to  the  cItII  punlallmtnt,  that  Charch  eenaure  aboDid  exist,  la 
order  to  teconelle  the  Mnner  with  the  Church  and  hia  neighbor,  tod  to  remove 
offences  from  the  Church  of  Chriat. 

Article  72.  Wherever,  therefore,  anr  on*  alna  agalnat  the  pDrlt;  of  Doctrine  or 
ajalDst  godllneaa  In  conduct,  tn  so  far  aa  It  la  aeccet  and  haa  glren  no  public 
offence,  the  rule  aball  be  obaarred  which  Chrlat  plalnlj  preacrlbea  In  Hatt.  IS. 

Article  78.  Secret  alna,  ol  which  the  offender  rei»eDta,  he  having  been  admonlahed 
hj  a  alngle  peraon  prlvatelr.  or  In  the  preaence  of  two  or  three  wltneuea,  Aall  not 
tie  brought  before  the  Conalalorj. 

Article  74.  If  anj  peraou  guilty  of  a  private  offence,  glvea  do  heed  to  the  admonl- 
tlona.  given  In  love,  or  on  the  other  hand,  haa  committed  a  public  sin,  the  aame  ahall 
lie  reported  to  the  ConaUtorr. 

Article  75.  The  aatlifactlon  for  auch  oSen<:ea,  M  from  their  own  nature  are  public, 
or  which  have  become  public  bj  contempt  of  ecclealaatlcal  admonition,  ahall,  npoa 
evident  proofa  of  penitence,  b«  made  In  a  public  manner,  at  the  diacretlan  of  the 
conalator; ;  and.  In  the  couutry  or  amaller  cltlei,  where  there  la  but  one  mInUter. 
the  •atlefactlon  ahall  be  made  with  the  advice  of  two  nelgbtiorInK  chnrchea.  after 
■nch  form  and  mkaner  aa  aball  b«  deemed  moat  conducive  to  the  edlDcatlon  of  each 

Article  76.  Such  aa  obatlnatelf  reject  the  admonition  of  the  Conalator;,  llkewlae 
aucb  aa  have  committed  a  public,  or  otheiwlae  groaa  offence,  ahall  be  auapended  from 
the  Lord's  Supper.  And  If.  while  under  niapenilon,  and  after  repeated  admonition, 
he  ihowa  no  ilgn  of  penitence,  the  extreme  remed;,  namelf,  excommunication,  ahall 
be  reaorled  to,  Hgreeabl;  to  the  Form  given  therefor,  and  to  the  Word  of  Ood.  Bat 
no  one  shall  be  eicommunlcaCed  except  with  the  prevloua  advice  of  the  Claaala. 

Article  T7.  Before  eicommunlcatlaa  Is  resorted  to.  the  obatlnacT  of  the  offender 
shall  be  made  known  publicly  to  the  congregation,  b;  a  atatement  of  the  offeneea 
committed,  as  also  of  the  diligence  shown  In  reproving  bim ;  of  hIa  anspenakm  from 
the  Lord's  Supper  and  of  the  manifold  admonlllona  given  him ;  the  congregation  alao 
■hall  tie  exhorted  to  take  him  In  hand  and  to  pray  for  him.  Snch  procedure  ahall 
be  comprleed  In  three  several  atepe :  In  the  flrat  Instance,  the  name  of  the  offender 
ahall  not  be  mentioned,  that  he  may  In  some  meaaure  be  apared.  In  the  aecond, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Claaala,  his  name  ahall  be  expressed.  In  the  third,  th« 
coDgregatlon  ahall  be  Informed  that  unless  he  repent,  he  shall  be  excluded  from  the 
tdlowahlp  of  the  churches ;  so  that.  If  he  remain  obstinate,  his  excommunication  may 
tike  place  with  the  tacit  conaent  of  the  churches.  The  time  Intervening  between 
Ibese  admoaltlona  shall  be  left  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Conalatory. 

Article  78.  When  an  excommunicated  peraon  becomea  penitent,  and  dealrea  to  ha 
reconciled  again  with  the  congregation,  an  announcement  ahall  be  made  thereof  to 
the  congregsllon,  either  before  the  celebration  of  the  Lord'a  Bupper,  or  on  soma 
other  aeaaonable  occasion,  that.  In  case  no  one  makea  objection,  he  may  at  the  next 
following  Lord'a  Supper,  be  publicly  received  again,  on  declaring  hla  repentanc*. 
according  to  the  Form  therefor. 

Article  7B.  If  Ministers  of  the  Word  of  God,  Eldera  or  Deacons,  commit  any  public 
lid  groaa  sin,  which  Is  a  disgrace  to  the  Chn'rch,  or  punishable  by  the  Civil  Authority, 
*aeh  Elders  or  Deacons  shall  upon  the  Judgment  of  their  Consistory  and  of  tbat  of 
<t>e  nearest  congregation,  be  at  once  deposed  from  their  office;  but  socb  HInlatera 
*ha1l  be  anspended.  and  It  shall  be  left  to  the  Jad^ent  of  the  Claaala  whether  they 
ir-e  to  be  depoaed  from  the  ministry. 

Article  SO.  Furthermore,  among  the  groaa  sins  which  deaerve  being  ptuiahed  with 
*QspeDBlon  or  deposition  from  the  ministry,  these  are  the  chief:  false  doctrine  or 
'tvresy.  public  schlam,  open  blaaphemy,  simony,  tsltbless  desertion  of  one's  offlm,  or 
Ititrualon  Into  tbat  of  another,  perjury,  adnltery,  fornication,  tbeft,  acta  ot  Tlolence, 
^vbitoal  drnnkennesa,  brawllnga.  acandaloua  gains ;  In  short  all  anch  aloa  and  groM 
<>ltei>c<a  which  render  the  perpetrator  infamoua  btfore  the  world,  and  which.  In  any 
Private  member  oI  th«  church,  would  be  conaldered  worthy  of  e: 
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Article  81.  The  ministers  of  the  Word,  Bldert  and  Demcons  ihall  exerdie  CbriatiAB 
Discipline  among  themselves,  and  in  a  friendly  spirit  exhort  one  another  as  to  the 
administration  of  their  offices. 

Article  82.  To  those  who  remove  ont  of  the  congregation  a  cartlflcate  or  t«Cl- 
monial  of  conduct  shall,  by  advice  of  the  Consistory,  be  given,  under  tiie  aeal  of  the 
churches,  or  where  there  is  no  seal,  signed  by  two  persons. 

Article  83.  Furthermore,  the  Poor,  who  for  suiBcient  reasons  remove,  shall  bt 
assisted  by  the  Deacons  according  to  their  discretion.  Also  on  tlie  back  of  tbdr 
certificates  shall  be  endorsed  the  places  to  which  they  want  to  go,  and  the  aid  whieb 
has  been  given  them. 

Article  84.  No  church  shall  exercise  any  authority  over  other  chorcbes ;  no  mlalf- 
ter  over  other  ministers ;  no  elder  or  deacon  over  other  elders  or  deacons. 

Article  85.  In  non-essentials,  Foreign  Churches  shall  not  be  rejected,  whose  coi- 
toms  differ  from  ours. 

Article  86.  These  Articles,  relating  to  the  lawful  rfcnlatSons  of  the  churches  tit, 
with  common  consent,  so  formulated  and  adopted,  that  If  the  benefit  of  the  Chordi 
should  require  it,  they  may  and  ought  to  be  altered,  enlarged  or  diminished.  No 
particular  congregation,  Classls  or  Synod,  however,  shall  be  permitted  to  do  this;  tat 
all  shall  diligently  observe  them  until  the  General  or  National  Synod  shall  otherwlit 
order. 

Thus  done  and  determined  in  the  National  Synod  held  at  Dordrecht  on  May  28. 
1619.     In  testimony  whereof,  we  subscribe  our  names. 

Signed  by,        Johannes  Boogermannus,  President  of  the  Synod. 
Jacobus  Bolandus,  Adsessor. 
Hermanns  Fankellus,  Adsesaor  of  the  Preeideot 
Sebastianns  Damman,  Secretary  of  Synod. 
Festus  Hommius,  Secretary  of  Synod. 


The  Gkxeral  Convention  of  Xew  York  and  New  Jersjey,  to 

THE    ClaSSIS    OF    AMSTERDAM,    OcT.     15-18,    1771.       VoL.   33, 

P.viiE  847.     Xo.  451. 

(Abstract) 

A  letter  from   the  Convention  of  ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Reformed  Datc^ 
Churches  in  the  Province  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  hefd,  at  the  kind  requ**^ 
of  the  Rev.  Co.  slstory  of  New  York,  at  that  place,  on  the  15th,  16th,  17th  and  1&^ 
of  October,   1771,  for  the  purpose  of  devising  measuifs  for  the  peace  and  1^*^*2 
of   the   Churches.     The   letter   was  dated   Oct.   18,   1771,   and   signed  by  John     ^' 
Livingston,   S.   S.   Til.   Doctor,   V.   D.   M.   Neo  Eborgeo,   President;   Isaak  Rysif^^ 
V.  D.  M.  of  FlshklU,  etc.,  Scrlba,  and  Eilardus  Westcrlo,  V.  D.  M.  of  Albany,  Scr***^ 

They  mention  that  our  letters  to  the  brethren  of  the  Conferentle  and  Coe*^^ 
were  duly  received  by  their  Revs. ;  that  thereupon  the  Consistory  of  New  York  t^  ^ 
invited  all  the  churches  to  convene  there  for  the  purpose  of  planning  for 
desirable  Union ;  that  most  of  them  shortly  after  did  convene ;  that  from  varlC^ 
reports  concerning  those  absent,  it  appeared  to  them  that  the  greater  number 
them  bad  stayed  away  on  account  of  domestic  inconveniences,  so  that  they  cherlst^' 
the  hope  that  the  Plan  of  Union  would  be  to  their  satlsfactioin  also. 

This  Plan,  as   recorded  In  the  minutes  of  the  Convention   held  from   the  \^ 
to  the  18th  day  of  October,  they  have,  as  they  write,  the  honor  of  sending  us  with  ^ 
obligation,   along  with   their  letter;   humbly  and  earnestly  asking  us  to  consi^^ 
the  same  as  8o<m  as  possible,  and.  In  accordance  with  the  general  wish  of  t 
churches  convened,  to  give  it  their  approbation. 

They  declare  that  they  flatter  themselves  with  the  hope  that  this  beginninir 
peace,  love  and  concord  will  be  peculiarly  agreeable  to  us;  inasmuch  as  oar  ca. 
for  God's  Church  In  that  country  makes  them  feel  confident  that  we  (the  Claasis) — ' 
especially  after  the  happily-concluded  Union,  which   they    (the  two  parties)   ha 
also  earnestly  desired  to  see — that  we  will  be  pleased  with  what.  In  detail,  Hif^ 
have,  in\  the  Interests  of  their  churches,  taken  the  liberty  to  lay  before  ns  for  o 
eonsfderatloD  and  advice. 
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They  add  that  oor  Tery  Influential  approbation  is  of  so  great  consequence  that, 
irithont  it,  nothing  at  all  coold  be  accomplished;  and  that  its  influence  npoof  the 
IndiTidnal  churches  will  be  so  strong,  that  it  will,  as  they  hope,  move  them  the 
sooner  and  the  more  readily  toward  a  general  and  firmly  established  Union. 

They  ask  for  a  favorable  aikl  early  answer;  and  close  their  letter  with  a  prayer 
for  the  Lord's  choicest  blessing  upon  our  persons,  churches  and  Assembly. 

In  a  postscript  they  mention  that  they  had  omitted  to  record  in  the  Minutes 
of  their  Conrention  the  fact  that  Rer.  Hermanns  Meyer  fully  and  cheerfully  agreed 
with  them  respecting  these  Articles  of  Union. 


Church  of  'Nbw  York. 

New  York,  Oct  30th,   1771. 
ronslstory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  President  reported  the  proceedings  of  the  Assembly,  held  as  a  result  of  the 
circular  letter  of  this  body.  When  the  Minutes  of  the  said  Assembly  were  read, 
and  submitted  for  the  Judgment  of  the  Consistory,  they  fully  approved  them, 
with  thanks  to  God  for  his  care  for  his  church  shown  therein. 

Resolved,  That  we  send  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  answer 
their  esteemed  favor  of  June  [or  Jan?]  8th,  so  as  to  advise  them  of  the  Union  thus 
happily  effected.  This  letter  runs  thus:  (Not  inserted;  but  see  abstract  following.) 
Resolved,  That  we  sestd  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Meeting  to  the 
Consistory  of  Kingston,  with  a  letter  from  this  Consistory,  strongly  urging  a 
settlement  of  matters  In  that  congregation,  and  offering  a  helping  hand  therein. 

Signed  etc, 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 


CONSLSTOKV   OK   XeW   YoRK     (Pe»  J.   H.    LiVINGSTON,   S.    S.    Th. 

Dr,,  V.  I).  M.,  Xew  Ebor.  H.  T.  Synodi  Praeses),  to  the 
Classis  of  Amstee^a^i,  Oct.  18,  [30?]  1771.  Vol.  33, 
Page«  344-7.     Xo.  450. 

(Abstract.) 

They  luforin  us  that  they  have  duly  received  our  letter  of  Jan.  8,  1771,  and 
think  118  for  the  pnlns  taken  with  their  last  call;  that  everything  has  been  carried 
on  as  they  dcFlrod:  that  they  now  trust  that  they  will  have  the  Lord's  approval, 
together  with  the  blessings  of  peace,  unity  and  true  edification,  which  we  have 
>o  heartily  desired  In  their  behalf. 

They  declare  that  it  affords  them  great  joy  to  learn  from  our  letter,  as  from 
other  sources,  that  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  churches  In  their  country 
•re  80  closely  bound  up  in  our  hearts,  and  that  they  count  themselves  happy  in 
obtaining:  our  approval  of  their  efforts  to  promote  peace  there. 

They  report  that  at  the  beginning  of  September,  1771,  they  sent  out  Circular 
letters  to  all  the  brethren  of  both  parties,  with  the  request  that  thpy  should  meet 
^th  them  In  New  York  on  the  16th  of  October;  and  that,  with  the  exception  of 
^bose  who  were  prevented  by  domestic  affairs,  etc.,  all  the  brethren  came  thither 
•t  the  time  appointed:  and  that,  after  a  four  days  session,  to  their  mutual  satis- 
faction and  rejoicing,  they  united  with  one  another  in  the  way  Indicated  by  the 
"Articles  of  the  Convention  sent  us. 

They  write,  that,  as  our  letters  have  been  the  foundation  of  their  Union,  and 
♦h©  Plan  (of  Union)  proposed  by  us  has  been  followed  as  closely  as  possible  In  the 
"Alleles  of  their  Union,  they  have  reason  to  hope  also  that  this  Plan  will  be 
*Sree«hle  to  all  the  churches  In  that  country.  Their  wish,  therefore,  is.  that  the 
^^nsrts  may  be  pleased  to  take  this  whole  Plan,  as  it  Is.  and  approve  It  without 
''^^klng  any  Important  changes  in  It,  In  order  that  the  confirmation  of  It.  bx  wvx 
^'^iweiit,  may  make  their  peace  and  Unify,  now  effected,  more  xeivAW^  ?LQvv^V"aXi\^ 
^^  alU  and  enduring  In  the  dayn  to  come. 
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Thef  add  thnt  the  nnmcu.  roDTontan  and  Coctn*.  ar^  not   mentioned  at  all 
the   Plan:    bat    that    they   had    used   only   tbone  of   "Particular**    and   **  Gei 
Aaaembllea'*:  (Bjnondere  en  Alfremeene  Vericaderingen.  eqnlralent  to  Claaali 
local  Bynoda:)   aeelnff  that    the  old   name  of  Coeta«  was  so  dlaairreeabte  In 
coontry,   that   It   was  to   l»e   feared   that   many,   who  care  more  for  names 
things,  solely  on  account  of  the  name  mli^ht  not  nnlte  with  tbem;  and  that 
name  of  "  Convent  us  ".   being  equlTalent  to  that  of  the  Assembly  of  Rp! 
ministers,  would  not  be  so  suitable  for  them. 

They  further  write,  that,  because  of  onr  distance  from  them.  It  was  Im 
alble  that  we  should  have  as  good  a  knowledge  of  the  particular  domestic  clrcf» 
stances  of  their  churches,  as  those  who  are  on  the  ground;  they.  theref«>re,  tali 
tha  liberty  to  obaerre.  that  they  who  are  residing  there  nnder  an  English  Go?tf» 
ment.  (Knjrelsche  Regerlng)  have  been,  by  their  beloved  (civil)  aathorltlcs,  (le 
mlnde  overlgheyt)  established  in  their  liberties  (voorrechten)  and  eccleslaitlail 
prlvllegcK  as  a  "  Netherland  Church**;  and  that  they  are,  also,  surrounded  byt 
number  of  denominations,  all  of  which  hold  them  in  high  regard  for  the  Mke  o( 
their  name,  and  becauae  they  are  one  with  the  famoua  **  Netherland  ZkHL* 
(Neederlandsche  Zlon).  This  shows  how  necessary  It  is  for  tiiem  to  ahow  la  il 
things,  that  they  are  a  "  Netherland  (Hollandsche)  Church  *'  In  fact,  and  that  thcf 
hold  themselves,  not  only  to  the  Doctrine,  but,  aa  far  as  possible  alao  to  the  Font 
of  Government  established  by  the  Synod  of  Dordrecht,  IftlS,  14119.  Therefore,  not 
only  because  of  the  esteem  In  which  they  are  held,  hut  alao  for  their  (clTiQ 
safety.  It  would  be  well  for  them  to  have  the  very  names  and  form  of  Coven- 
roent  of  the  churches  in  Holland;  but  that,  while  they  have  their  hearts  set  oat 
very  close  connection  (sterke  verblntenisae)  with  their  Mother  Church,  this  cob* 
nectlon  cannot  so  well  be  maintained  if  they  uaed  the  namea  of  **  Classes "  tal 
*'  Synods  ";  for  that  reason,  therefore,  they  desire  to  retain  the  namea  of  Partlculir 
and  General  Assemblies,  (which  the  Convention  adopted.) 

They  next  declare  that  they  feel  assured  of  the  fact  that  the  agreeable  reporti 
of  their  so  happily  effected  Peace  will  cause  us  Joy ;  and  that  th«7  eherIA  til 
good  hope,  that  the  Lord,  who  has  now  at  the  outaet,  ao  signally  blest  then,  mv 
contlnui'  with  thorn,  and  establish  there  (In  America)  a  flourishing  Ecclesiittldl 
nody  (Kork-Staat).  a  true  New  Netherland.  a  daughter  who  shall  be  an  honor  to 
her  respected  Mother,  and,  If  needs  be,  a  Pella  (unto  which  the  oppressed  mny  flfc). 

Whereupon  they  close  their  letter  with  the  wish  that.  In  our  persons,  oof 
sacred  ministry  and  everything  which  Is  precious  to  us,  we  may  enjoy  the  gmdoni 
nearness  and  Messing  of  the  Lord. 

To  this  letter  they  add  a  Postscript  of  the  following  Import: 

That,  without  doubt,  the  accompanying  Plan  (of  Union)  Is  best  fitted  to  promote 
peace  and  good  order  among  the  churches ;  and  that,  for  that  reason,  a  full  (to^ 
koonieu)  approbation  of  It  Is  desirable;  but  that  nevertheless,  since  these  ArtlcM 
have  been  referred  to  all  the  churches,  it  might  happen  that  some  observations  or 
some  fresh  suggestions — things  of  which  they  had  not  thought  In  drawing  np  ^ 
Articles — might  come  In.  They,  therefore,  ask  us  to  consider  whether  our  app**" 
batlon  of  this  Plan  (of  Union)  might  not  be  so  worded,  that  It  would  leare  tbe 
churches  free.  yea.  even  oblige  them  to  make  such  further  additions  and  doniMtIc 
regulations  (bcpaallngen)  as  the  welfare  of  the  churches  might  require. 

Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Clark,  of  the  Associate  Reformed  CnuBrn 
OF  Salem,  X.  Y.  to  Rev.  Dr.  Eilardus  Westerlo  of  Alba>'V, 
X.  Y. 

New   Perth,    N.    T.   Nov.  12,  1771 
Rev.  and  dear  Rrother: — 

•'Your  favor  of  the  first  current  I  received  with  much  Joy,  because  of  the  gl*'^ 
tidings  of  peace  being  restored  to  your  Churches  upon  so  good  a  plan.  I  »ffl  to 
call,  and  invite  my  praying  friends  here  to  come  even  to  the  throne  of  grace  ^^^ 
praises  and  thanksgivings,  in  behalf  of  our  Elder  sister,  the  Datdi  Chmrch,  tbtt 
has  these  many  years  by  gone  been  torn  and  broken  with  diatractlona  and  di- 
visions. I  never  expected  to  see  Satan's  schemes  ao  subverted;  for  lie  Is  a  iow^ 
ot  discord   among  brethren.    VTe  are  next   week,   Deo  rolenff,   to  have  a  pabUe 
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iluinksglvlng  in  the  congregation  for  the  Lord's  goodness  in  granting  so  fine  a  crop, 
ftnd  so  pleasant  weather,  etc.;  and  among  the  several  grounds  of  thanksgivlcg  that 
aay.  wo  resolTC  publicly  to  mention  that  of  peace  being  restored  to  the  dear 
Dutch  Churches,  who  succoured  our  persecuted  Mother  Church  of  Scotland  long 
28  years,  by  hospitably  entertaining  her  banished  pious  ministers  and  people,  and 
by  educating  her  students  in  their  several  Universities,  when  they  dare  not  open 
m  book  or  wear  a  gown  in  any  college  of  Scotland.  Is  not  this  the  answer  of 
prayer  to  some  lu  New  Perth? 

"  But  the  infant  peace  is  yet  young  and  tender,  and  has  need  to  be  carefully 
^Fatchod  and  nursed.  Satan  will  cast  a  flood  to  destroy  it  yet,  but  the  God  of 
■>eace  lives,  and  reigns,  and  slumbers  not,  nor  sleeps.  Now  in  gratitude  to  Ood  for 
Shis  peace,  some  reformation  should  be  made:  family  prayers  and  praises  recom- 
mended from  Job's  example;  Job  1:  5;  Ps.  xcli.  1,  2;  more  careful  and  strict  obser- 
"▼atlon  of  the  Sabbath,  etc. 

"One  seal  of  my  ministry  died  here  last  week.  May  God  raise  up  another 
praying  person  in  his  place. 

"  That  the  Lord  may,  by  your  ministry,  turn  many  sinners  to  be  saints,  is  the 
"Weak  prayer  of  your  much  obliged  servant, 

"Thomas  Clark." 

"New  Perth"  Is  now  Salem,  N.  Y. 

3liiv.  John  Ritzema,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Nov.  27, 

1771.     Vol.  33,  Page  362,  Xo.  454. 

(Abstract.) 

Re  writes  that,  as  he  had  received  no  answer  to  his  "Defense"  in  his  last  com- 
snanlcation  to  us,  he  had  found  it  necessary  to  withdraw  from  the  Convention, 
•tlled'by  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  for  several  reasons:  not  the  least  of  which 
'Wer£  that  he  could  not  agree  with  the  action  of  the  Consistory;  and  that  he  saw 
that,  for  them,  his  opposition  would  have  only  disagreeable  consequences. 

He  encloses  in  his  letter  two  Extracts  from  the  Acts  of  the  Consistory  of  New 
5'ork,  containing  a  proposition  and  resolution  of  that  Consistory  to  direct  matters 
in  a  way  communicated  to  us  in  their  letter  of  Oct.  18,  1771,  that  all  past  diflS- 
c^ulties  shall  be  wiped  out,  and  all  the  brethren  unite  with  one  another  in  love.  In 
^n  N.  B.,  he  reveals  his  dissatisfaction  therewith,  because  the  letters  were  also 
•written  to  the  Rev.  Meyer,  who  was  under  discipline,  and  to  the  illegally  ordained 
tt^lnisters  of  the  Coetns,  who  had  been  introduced  against  the  pleasure  of  the 
shnrches.  as  well  as  to  those  who  were  legally  ordained. 

He  writes  that  half  of  the  Conferentle  brethren  were  unable  to  be  present,  and 
^at  those  who  were  there  told  him  that  they  were  compelled  to  approve  the  Acts 
iflopted,  under  the  threat  of  having  a  "Woe"  pronounced  against  them. 

fie  then  declares  that  he  will  await  the  result,  having  no  intention  to  go  to  any 
direct  trouble  In  the  matter,  one  way  or  the  other,  unless  his  character  were 
^•sailed;  and  concludes  with  congratulating  our  Assembly. 

riiE  Consistory  of  Kingston  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
Xov.  30,  1771.     Vol.  33,  Page  360.     jSTo.  433. 

Signed  by  four  eMois;  Bonjainin  Loew,  Adrian  AVynkoop,  Jacobus 
Eltingo,  Jonathan  Elinendorf ;  and  four  deacons;  Cornells  Beek- 
man,  Garret  Van  Wagenen,  Tobias  Van  Keuren,  and  Henricus 
Jansen,  Jr. 

(Abstract.) 

They  write  that  they  had  received  an  invitation  to  meet  'wU'h  lh«  \it«WiT«ii  %X. 
*%ir  York  on  the  15th  of  October,  (1771);  that,  thereupon,  fwo  ot  Wi^m,  ^viOa^^ 
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Eltluge  and  AdrUan  Wynkoop.  wont  down,  but  with  no  other  authority  than  to  be 
lookers  on.  at  that  Convention,  and  they  to  bring  in  their  report. 

They  reqnest  that  we  do  not,  therefore,  consider  them  as  consenting:  and  thtt, 
by  Tlrtne  of  the  Articles,  we  do  not  force  Rct.  (Hermanus)  Meyer  upon  then. 
Inasmuch  as  BeT.  Meyer  has.  from  the  beginning  of  the  censare  until  now,  showi 
himself  persistent  in  his  obstinacy— a  fact  which  we.  according  to  their  commaniei- 
tion  can  make  out  from  the  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  his  Rer.,  and  Indosed  ii 
their  letter. 

They  report  that  Rev.  M(*yer,  while  under  censure,  has  until  now,  preached  in  a 
private  house  and  administered  the  sacraments.  They  declare  him  to  l>e  a  rio* 
lator  of  good  order,  despite  the  fact,  as  they  write,  that  he  is  highly  honored  by 
others.  They  add  that  they  wish  him  no  ill,  but  every  success,  and  have  no  objcr* 
tlou  to  his  being  restored,  if  only  such  restoration  Is  not  made  in  relation  to  their 
own  church. 

They  further  write,  that  am  we  had  found  no  person  to  accept  their  call  made  lo 
the  year  1766,  and  as  they  had  t>e«n  informed  of  our  being  in  receipt  of  their  revo- 
cation of  the  call.  Oct.  10,  1770,  they  had.  owing  to  the  great  necessity  and  pre«* 
sure  of  the  church,  considered  themselves  obliged  to  send  out  a  call  to  another;  In 
answer  to  which  they  are  expecting  soon  to  be  provided  with  a  capable  ptftor 
and  teacher. 

Whereupon  they  conclude  with  congratulations. 

The  copy  of  the  letter  written  by  Rev.  Meyer,  to  whom.  Is  not  mentioned.  datH 
Kingston.  Feb.  4,  1767,  is  of  the  following  import: 

That  those  to  whom  the  letter  is  written  are  aware  of  the  fact,  that  he.  ifter 
they  had  not  hesitated  to  put  him  under  censure,  took  the  trouble  to  call  together 
the  elders  of  their  American  Reformed  Churches,  what  elders,  are  not  meotloDed, 
and  to  lay  before  them  for  their  decision,  the  action  taken  against  him:  that  at 
their  meeting,  held  at  Kingston  on  May  8th,  and  some  days  following,  in  tlie  year 
17GG,  they  judged  the  censure  to  be  unfair,  unjust  and  unchristian,  and  accord- 
ingly Justified  Meyer;  that  all  the  time  he  has  accepted  the  decision  of  that  meeting, 
and  would  continue  to  do  so,  and  accordingly  had  nothing  to  do  with  any  other 
Judgment ;  but  he  asked  and  desired  that  they  trouble  him  no  further  about  an/- 
thing,  as  he  considered  them  In  no  sense  his  Judges,  and  did  not  think  that  they 
could  nullify  the  Judgment  of  the  Higher  Assembly,  whose  help  he  had  invoked 

He  continues:  "If.  however,  your  Revs.,  as  appears  from  your  letter,  want  to 
go  on,  as  for  a  long  time  you  have  done,  with  oppressing  and  murdering  me:  if  ^J 
Consistory,  Instead  of  making  pt^acc,  want  to  continue,  under  your  leadership,  to 
perse<.>ute  me  to  the  utmost,  so  let  It  be!     Behold,  here  am  I  for  a  sacrifice,  etc." 

He  concludes  with  a  declaration  that,  with  nil  his  Interests,  he  had  given  him- 
self over  to  the  Lonl:  and  that  he  would  further  consign  his  controversy  to  Him, 
as  a  Cfod  who  Judges  righteously. 

1».  S.     Vol.  33.  iMige  369.  No.  460. 

They  write  that  our  letter  of  July  12.  1771.  came  duly  to  hand,  and  that,  to  their 
great  surprise,  they  hud  seen  from  It,  that  we  bad  returned  to  them  the  call,  which, 
however,  they  had  not  received:  being  unable  also  to  find  out  where  it  had  gone. 

They  thank  us.  nevertheless,  for  our  care  on  their  behalf.  They  mention  also, 
that  Rev.  Meyer  Is  greatly  abusing  our  refusal  to  give  them  a  written  release  {t^^ 
Meyer)  so  as  to  carefully  avert  a  fresh  alienation:  drawing  therefrom  the  concln* 
sion  that  he  Is  still  n  legal  minister  of  their  church;  whereas  they  could  not  recof- 
nice  him  as  such  on  account  of  the  censure  imposed  on  him  and  approved  hf  ^ 
Classis.  On  the  strength  of  that  conclusion  he  had  ventured  to  protest  agsi>^ 
the  calling  of  another  minister.  Wherefore  they  wished,  indeed,  that  we  bad 
written  somewhat  more  earnestly  on  that  matter,  so  as  to  have  deprived  bln»  w 
the  opportunity  to  plague  them.     They  close  with  congratulations. 
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ITTl 

N'OTES  OF  AH  AeOUMENT   BeFOEE  THE  CoUKT  OF  ChANGHBY  ON 
BSHALF  OF  THE  lIjNlSTEE  OP  JAMAICA  ChUECH.        (1771?) 

(On  the  meaolDE  ot  th«  lilalstry  Act.) 
Xeir  York  Car.  Cane. 
IteTcr*)!   Joatina   BU>am«r  I 
•Jt  t 

Hlupkaniaa  knd   EdMl.    J 

After  brleBf  Btatiag  the  BUI  &  tDiwer  we  ibmll  obaerre  that  tbs  U*rtts  of  tbli 
Canae  I»t«  Id  a  pMt  Ueaaore  beea  exbaoited  upon  the  8«leiiiii  ATganent*  wblcb 
■roae  upoo  tba  Damnrrer— That  for  tbla  BeaaoB  ft  to  preTsnt  oseieH  AltcrcaUon 
with  re«p«ct  to  BnbjMta  od  wblch  the  OoDrt  baa  recelTed  tiill  iDfonDBtion  It  waa 
Ihoufbt  proper  to  take  hla  Eicalleccj'a  Dlrectlooa  Id  tba  tartber  Pnventlon  ot  tbti 
ControTenr.  That  hia  Eicellencjr  tba  laat  Term  waa  pleased  to  commDDlcate  the 
PolntH  dpoD  which  he  wan  Id  doubt  aDd  to  dedra  that  the  farther  arxameDts  might 
t>e  conflned  to  theae  onlj— (to  wit).— 

lit.  Whether  aa  the  Aet  direct*  that  the  moDeT  to  be  raised  for  the  Support  of 
thv  Ululatry  aball  be  drawn  ont  of  the  handa  of  the  Church  WardeDS,  b;  Order 
fnim  the  Juatlees  and  VeBtrjmen  A  not  otherwise— the  Court  haa  power  to  compel 
thpm  to  pay  the  Salary  hj  Decree!— and— 

2ndlj,  Whether  theae  are  proper  and  anfflclent  Parties  before  the  Coart  to  loatlfr 

Theae  two  enqalrles  therefore  shall  be  the  Subject  of  the  preaeot  Arsoment. 

The  Anawer,  where  It  might  taTor  the  Complaint,  Is  expressed  with  extreme 
•.-lution.  And  eTcn  his  Ordination,  as  an  Episcopal  Minister;  his  laductioD  to  the 
living:  and  the  faithful  Discharge  of  the  Duties  ot  his  FuDctlon  are  pot  admitted. 
Bnt  these  Facta  are  clearly  eatabtlsbed  by  the  BTldeuce  noted  In  the  Wargla.' 

We  prriceed  to  the  flrat  Point  directed  to  be  argued— Whether  the  Court  can 
rellere.  the  Worda  of  the  Act  being  that  tbe  Uoney  shall  be  paid  by  Order  of  the 
Justices  and  Teatiy  ft  not  otherwise?  And  Id  speaking  to  this  Point  we  shall  lay 
town  ■ncl  maintain  the  following  Propositions. 

1^1.  That  the  Acts  in  Qoestlon  being  eipresaly  made  to  suppress  Vice  ft  Pro- 
raDetie«s  and  for  the  adrancement  of  RellgloD  are  to  be  taken  by  Equity  anS  ill>er- 
tlly  expounded  to  obtain  aa  far  as  poaslble  the  Ends  which  they  propose.' 

II.  Thst  whenerer  a  Csse  la  dlatlngulshed  from  others  of  the  like  Nature  by 
nnasuBl  Circumstances  wblch  create  a  personal  ft  particular  IncooTcalence,  Equity 

III.  That  Equity  will  rellere  agnlnat  a  Party  who  strictly  speaking  has  done 
nothing  Illegal  when  a  particular  Burthen  or  Hardship  lies  npon  the  Complaint*— 
And   here   we   shall   show   that   this  esse   la   attended   with   auch   Hardship  and 

By  the  Act  the  Church  Wardens  ought  to  bare  paid  the  Complalout  his  Salary 
Quarterly, 

It  la  admitted  I9  tbe  Answer  that  they  have  Dot  psid  blm  a  Farthing  tor  yeara. 
I-Ie  demanded  a  warrant  and  Order  from  the  Justices  and  Veatry  assembled,  tor 
tbe  Payment  ot  bis  Salary  which  they  absolutriy  refused,  . 

Thro'  tbla  Act  of  iDjustlce  althou^  tbe  Church  Wardena  admit  by  tbeic  attsirer 
trhat  they  are  possessed  of  tbla  Mtmey  yet  liaa  be  no  meana  to  cam[>el  the  Pay- 
Oient  but  by  a  Course  of  Equity. 

'EihlbltK  D.E.F.  proyed  by  Dr.  Aucbmuty  Hr.  luglla  Id  anawer  to  Complt.  <0l 
IntprroK.  Tbe  W.  Ilat.  fiZnd.  E3rd.  ft  Hth,  iDStmctiona  to  Sir  Henry  Hoore:  Sir 
Henry  lloores  original  Collation  Institution  ft  Letters  ot  Induction  under  the  pre- 
roraliTe  i^eal. 

_Dr.  Anchmoty  ft  Ur.   Inglla  In  Answer  to  Compit.  Sth  Interrog.    All  the  Oomplt. 
^Itnesaes  In  Answer  to  hlfi  Uth  Intertos. 

'Preamble  (0  the  flrat  Act.    Str.  !G3.    Plercjr't  Case  No.  t.UT. 

■10  Uod.  1. 

•Ca.  Ld  Talbot'a  time  to.    yio.  Cfa.  !St.   1  HltrUoa  41. 
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Must  It  not  then  be  eyidently  unconscionable  that  the  Intenticm  of  the  Lfglt* 
lature  should  be  disappointed :  the  Complainant  defrauded ;  ft  the  Defttdiatt 
suffered  to  pocket  the  Money  and  couTert  It  to  their  own  Benefit?  It  is  ladnd 
objected  that  by  the  Act  a  Warrant  for  their  Justification  Is  necessary,  ft  that 
none  has  been  presented — To  which  It  is  answered — ^That  the  Decree  will  prers 
as  effectual  an  Indemnification  as  the  warrant  itself;  and  that  if  nothlnc  moct 
than  their  safety  was  In  question  there  could  be  no  reason  for  objections^ 

In  our  former  Argument  It  was  shown  that  at  Law  tho  Complainant  has  lo 
Relief — That  the  l^ocess  by  Mandamus  cannot  be  adequate  ;  And  it  was  not  crti 
asserted  that  he  could  maintain  an  Action  at  Law.  Besides  It  is  one  of  the 
great  Prerogatives  of  E<iulty,  and  which  Is  dally  exercised,  to  give  a  spedal 
Reme<ly  for  the  very  thing  In  Question  even  where  the  Party  has  an  unquestloaaUt 
Action  at  Law  for  Damages  for  the  Injury. 

If  then  a  Mandamus  would  haTe  been  proper  for  the  Complainant,  or  ereo  as 
Action  against  the  Justices  and  Vestry  for  Damages  for  withholding  the  Warrant, 
still  It  is  conceived  that  his  way  must  have  been  o^n  for  a  special  Relief  in  this 
Court,  especially  as  a  Discovery  ft  account  were  essential  to  fix  the  Sam  In  tin 
Church  Wardens  Hand ;  for  which  alone  they  could  be  answerable. 

Equity  suffers  not  a  Right  to  be  without  a  Remedy.^ 
IV.  The  fourth  Proposition  we  shall  establish  will  It  is  concelTed  remove  ereiy 
Difficulty  (to  wit)  that  Whenever  a  Case  is  attended  with  a  Combination  to  lijnrt 
the  Party,  or  with  Fraud  or  Collusion  Equity  will  relieve  against  the  exprai 
words  of  a  Statute ;  and  that  even  where  the  Complainant  has  a  clear  Remedj  at 
Law. 

The  Authorities  upon  these  Points  are  taken  to  be  conclusive.* 

That  there  was  a  fraudulent  Combination  between  the  Church  Wardens  and  tkt 
Justices  and  Vestryment  to  alude  the  Act  and  prevent  the  issuing  the  Warraat,  t» 
deprive  the  Complainant  of  his  Salary  ft  to  raise  a  Purse  by  Subscription  to  defctd 
any  suit  he  might  prosecute, — And  that  the  Defendant  Edsal  was  very  actlvf  If 
not  the  Author  of  this  Project  is  clear  from  the  Testimony  of  the  Witnesses. 

The  Bill  charges  that  there  was  such  a  Combination  actually  formed  to  clrcoB* 
vent  and  defraud  the  Complainant  and  in  the  Interrogatories  the  Defendanti  tie 
required  to  answer. — 

Whether  they  have  not  endeavored  to  prevent  the  Complainants  being,  paid?' 
Whether  they  have  not  declared  he  should  not  be  paid? 

And  what  schemes  have  been  contrived  and  put  In  execution  to  prevent  his  beiof 
paid? 

In  answer  to  these  Questions — the  Defendants  deny  all  Contrivance  ComblnitloB 
or  Confodracy  charged  In  the  Complainants  Bill ;  Declared  that  they  never  use  inj 
Means  Arguments  or  other  Devices  to  prevent  or  that  by  any  such  Ways  and  Mmm 
Warrants  or  Orders  have  been  prevented,  by  and  from  the  Justices  &  Vestryow 
In  Bohnlf  of  the  Complainant. 

And  they  positively  deny  that  such  Refusal  has  been  made  at  their  Joint  or 
separate  request  or  by  their  Joint  or  several  Means  Influence  Contrivance  ^^ 
curement  etc. 

Ilow  little  these  answers  consist  with  Candor  or  Truth  will  be  seen  from  the 
Deposition  noted  In  the  margin.' 

The  Circumvention  and  Fraud  thus  fully  established  we  Insist  that  the  aothoritle* 
clearly  apply,  and  that  the  power  of  the  Court  to  relieve  must  whatever  may  ^ 
the  Construction  of  the  act — be  manifest  and  unquestionable. 

As  to  the  Ild  Head  of  Equity — X^hether  there  are  sutndent  Parties  before  tl» 
Court  to  Justify  a  Decree?  We  observe  Ist  That  it  seems  to  be  involved  In  ^* 
first  Head;  for  If  from  the  peculiar  Nature  ft  Circumstances  of  this  Cause  the 
Complainant  is  entitled  to  Relief  Independent  of  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  >ct 
there  can  be  no  necessity  of  niaklnf;  the  Justices  or  Vestrymen  Parties,  who  ^^^ 
being  possessed  of  the  money,  could  be  called  upon  only  as  It  was  their  office  to 
make  out  the  Warrants  for  the  Salary. 

*Nqy's  Maxims  No.  6. 

*1  Rq.  ab.  482  n  21 :  2  pr  Wms.  154.  156.    VIn.  Ch.  Letter  S  n  L  2 ; 
2  Eq.  Ab.  482  n  17  n  19  1  pr  Wms.  620.    Vin.  Fraud.  55  n  9.  .^  «l 

•Georire  Rapelje  to  12th  InterroR:  Nathaniel  Moore  to  Same:  Richard  Betti  to  *f 
ft  13th  ;  John  Bartia  to  12  Interior;  EWcWm  iLaTQiQTid  to  Same;  David  Roe  to  »»«• 
John  Aspinwall;  Joseph  BnU. 
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Ob  tbte  pilndple  it  was  w«  presiicie  tbmt  the  DefeDdint'a  CoiiDcIt  obKired, 
•hMl  his  EzcelleDcj'ii  Direction*  were  communicated  that  tbla  last  point  would  be 
•taralned  hj  the  Pint 

However  If  we  ihonld  thlok  Dt  tram  •  Change  o(  BentlDieiit  to  mate  It  a  Subject 
t  further  Dleciualoa  we  ihall  InaUt — 

1*1  That  the  maklDg  tbe  Jaitlcea  ft  VeatrTmen  Parties  could  not  hare  put  the 
Miendant  In  a  better  c<nidttl<m ;  tor  the;  hare  no  lutereit  In  tbe  money  &  can 
•Itber  be  benefited  or  prejudiced  br  a  Decree  which  will  be  equally  secure  for  the 
Icfendanta  a*  It  they  had  been  called  In  as  Parties. 

2iidl]r,  It  I*  totally  uncertain  by  the  act  which  two  of  the  nameroaa  Justice*  In 
he  Conntr  ace  compellable  to  laaue  tbe  WnrranC 

It  thli  Is  nneertaln  tbe  Complainant  cannot  be  requested  to  make  any  of  them 
icrtlea.  And  so  with  respect  to  the  Vestrymen  there  could  haie  been  no  use  la 
uUiii  them  Parties  becaose  they  eoald  do  no  act  Indepeodeot  ol  the  Justices 
iSd  had  they  been  called  In,  the  bill  must  have  been  equally  eicepUoDable. 

Srdly.  The  Vestry  are  not  a  body  corporate  by  this  act  but  subject  eTcry  year 
o  a  DIsmIdUod  and  a  new  Body  Is  elected  who  are  totally  Independent  of  the 
list  and  not  answerable  tor  their  neglect  or  Hlsconduct  Consequently  the  Com- 
*lainant  ml(ht  be  always  parmlng  a  Bemedy  wblch  be  could  never  And. 

Ithly,  It  la  a  Sole  In  Equity  that  none  be  made  parties  but  who  can  be  bound 
>y  a  Decree* — Now  the  only  Purpose  lor  wblch  the  Justices  or  Vestry  could  be 
ntde  Parties  most  be  to  compel  them  to  Issue  ■  Warrant  ta  tbe  Church  Wardens 
»  pay  the  Salary  to  the  Camplalnant. — And  this  coald  only  haye  given  the  Com- 
llllnant  a  Cauae  of  action  against  the  Defendts.  Bat  Chancery  never  decrees  ■ 
Islt  (bat?)  where  It  may  give  a  Remedy,' 

:  be  an  Handmaid  to  tbe  other  Coarta  to  beget  a  Suit  to  be  ended 


III.  It  may  be  necessary  to  apprise  tbe  Etefendants  Counsel  that  wa  shall  Insist 
hat  the  Complainant  Is  not  only  entitled  to  a  Decree  for  all  the  monies  In  tbe 
lands  of  tbe  Defendants  which  were  raised  for  tbe  Benefit  of  tbe  Minister  under 
ho«e  acts.     Bat  tor  bis  fall  Costa  also  to  be  ascertained  by  bis  oath. 

We  presume  that  Fraud  Combination  and  breach  of  Truat  are  clearly  made  out 
ntnst  the  Defendants  wllb  tbis  aggravating  Clrcomstance. 

(Tbe  remainder  of  this  Doc.  consisting  of  a  tew  lines  Is  destroyed.) 

_Doc.  Hist.  N.  r.  Tot.  HI,  pp.  SOl-SIM. 

>£cfiEB  OP  His  Excellenct  "Wm.  Tryon  is  the  Cause  op  the 
Heveresd  Mr,  Ei-oomeb  a>-d  the  Parish  .  op  Jamaica. 
(1-70!) 

!  have  had  the  case  between  Mr.  Bloomer,  Minister,  and  the  ChuKh  Wardens  of 
e  Parish  of  Jamaica  nnder  consideration  and  reviewed  It  with  all  the  deliberation 
blch  Its  ImportsDce  required. 

To  me  It  appears  clesr  from  tbe  authorities  prodaced  and  argumenta  advanced  In 
>«  hearlUK  of  this  csuse  that  tbe  National  Church  of  England  Is  establlabed  within 
lis  Colony  that  the  provision  by  the  Ministry  Acta  In  question  was  Intended  and  can 
)ly  be  spplyed  for  the  support  of  the  Clergy  of  that  Chareh  k  in  that  Case  of  a 
•P«e  the  Governor  by  virtue  of  his  delegated  aatborlty  from  the  Crown  as  well  as 
T  tbe  terms  of  the  Acts  themselTea  has  a  right  to  collate,  upon  these  principles  In 
Micrsl  I  am  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Bloomer  Is  duly  collated  and  Inducted  to  the  cure 
f  the  Parish  at  Jamaica,  that  his  Title  is  well  eaUbllsbed  *  that  he  Is  the  lawful 
^eumbent. — I  do  therefore  Decree  that  the  Detendanta  aball  on  or  before  the  tth 
*y  01  June  next,  at  the  Door  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Jamaica  and  between  tbe 
^ors  of  ten  and  twelve  In  the  forenoon,  pay  Mr.  Bloomer  his  Salary  from  the  time 
'  bis  fndnctlon  on  the  S3rd  day  of  May  1T60  to  the  commencement  of  his  Salt  la 
^  Court,  out  of  any  Moneys  that  may  bare  accrued  under  the  Ministry  Act,  *  have 

'Compare  Sect.  .1  and  4. 

*6llb.  Eq.  94,  ns.     1  Harris,  40 ;  3  pr  Wa*.  811.  note  at  tb«  toot. 

■Kay*  Maxims  35.     VIn.  Cbsnc.  401  n.  IS.     Bq,  Ab.  130.  n  b. 
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be«o  receiTed  by  the  Defendants  as  Church  Wardens  prior  to  the  Aliiic  of  the  Bill, 
but  without  any  interest. 

It  appears  from  the  answer  that  the  Defendants  according  to  the  adriet  «f  thdr 
Counsel  were  In  doubt  of  the  Talidlty  of  Mr.  Bloomer's  Title  4  there  bSTtaf 
hitherto*  been  no  Judicial  determination  upon  the  point  I  do  not  think  It  reasoBaUi 
to  order  them  to  pay  the  costs  which  therefore  must  be  sustained  by  the  respeetlTe 
parties.  And  as  to  the  Salary  which  has  accrued  to  Mr.  Bloomer  sbwe  tUtag  tke 
Bill,  it  cannot  properly  be  Included  in  this  Decree.  But  I  however  do  reeoMwkl  t» 
the  Parish  of  Jamaica  to  pay  all  arrears  of  Salary  to  the  Ber.  Mr.  Bloomer  that  an 
due  to  him  since  the  filing  of  the  Bill  as  any  delay  or  further  dlspote  wwld  joitij 
subject  them  to  the  payment  of  Cost 

Wm.Ttyoa. 

—Doc.  Hist  N.  Y.  Vol.  IIL  pp.  2M.  20S. 


CHASSIS  OF  Amsterdam. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

January  10, 1772. 
Ten  Brink,  President  of  the  Classical  Deputies. 
Draft  of  answer  written  to  Synodlcal  Deputies : 
Under  |  2.  we  find  the  following : 

Regarding  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  that  they  (the  Deputies)  most  enter  taito  lo 
negotiations  with  them  until  they  recelTO  notice  to  do  so  from  the  Synod  iid  n; 
and  we  hold  to  what  was  written  by  us  to  them  more  than  once.t 

Bundle  92,  lOS,  at  the  HifM. 


AcTf<  OF  THE  ClASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

New  York. 

177J,  Jan.  14:tli.  §  10.  Further,  there  were  read  by  the  same 
M*^<r«^.  Deputies  two  letters  from  New  York. 

1.  A  letter  from  the  United  iVsseniblj  of  ministers  and  elders  in 
the  Provinces  of  Xew  York  and  Xew  Jersey,  dated  October  18^ 
1771. 

2.  A  letter  from  the  Consistory  of  Xew  York  of  the  same  date. 

3.  An  extract  from  the  transactions  of  the  said  Assembly,  con- 
taining a  Draft  of  Articles,  upon  which  Peace  has  been  effected, 
and  the  Brethren  have  unite<I  together,  to  their  mutual  joy. 

4.  The  Rev.  Classis  having  listened  to  that  extract,  rejoices  with 
uiie  mind  and  heart  at  this  very  important  event,  and  recogniw^ 
G«><l's  cfoodnes^,  who  has  inclined  their  hearts  to  Unity,  beyond 
:ill  exj>ectation.  It  wishes  the  perpetiml  continuance  thereof  fo^ 
ever,  and  thanks  the  Committee  on  this  busine^,  who  have  labored 

*I  have  siDce  been  informed  that  the  Parishioners  were  cast  in  a  suit  of  tlie  noK 
kind  manv  years  ago. 

I- They  had  as  yet  receWed  no  news  of  the  Union  effected  in  October  1771,  in  K<* 
r«>rk. 
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for  this  end,  with  so  much  zeal,  wisdom,  and  with  such  happy 

results. 

5,  The  Classis  also  listened  to  the  reply  to  the  Consistory  of  New 

York,  ta  well  as  that  to  the  General  Aasembly  of  ministers  and 

elders  of  the  Province  of  Xew  York  and  New  Jersey.     These  were 

read  hy  the  Committee,  and  unanimously  approved  by  this  ('lassis, 

as  very  appropriate  and  edifying,  and  the  Committee  was  thanked 

for  them.     xiv.  275,  270. 

Tub  Classis  of  Austesdau:  Ratifies  the  Articles  of  Union, 

Thus     Giviso     Virtual     Independence    to     tiik     Dutch 

Chl'rches  in  America. 

The  ClauEa  of  Amsterdam  to  tbe  ConventloD  of  mtnlsMra  and  Elder*  In  tbe 
ProTlDces  of  Ne<F  I'ork  and  New  Jerae; ,  approTlns  of  "  Tbe  Articles  uf  Union  " 
between  ibe  Coetua  and  tbe  Conferentle  parties,  tbn*  granting  them  aiiMtantlal 
Independence,  Jan.  U.  1TT2.— Vol.  31,  pagea  8TT  aeq.  No.  S24. 


B«Terend  and  Mucb  Respected  Bretbren  :— 

We  received  your  trlendlj  letter,  with  the  accompanying  docun.eiits,  doled  October 
ISth,  ]uat  preTlDUH  to  the  close  of  the  year,  and  la  seaaon  to  preaent  them  at  tbe 
Srii  Claaalcal  meeting  In  the  new  fear,  tbat  thej  might  take  them  Into  conalderatlon, 
and  communicate  tbe  reiult  of  their  dellberatlona  as  apeedllT  aa  practicable.  We 
hare  learned  from  the  documents  ;ou  have  aent  to  ns,  with  great  Joy,  that  the  God 
or  peace  baa  Inclined  the  hearts  of  the  brethren,  long  dlTlded  by  anhapp;  Conten- 
tion, to  seek  delightful  peace  and  reunion  In  brotherlj  lore:  so  that,  by  tbe  friendly 
IVTltatlon  of  the  Conslatorj  of  the  Church  In  New  York,  moat  of  them  assembled  In 
that  city,  and,  after  a  session  of  four  days,  were  reconciled  and  united  to  each 
other.  We  also  learn  tbat  the  absent  brethren,  moally  prevented  by  clrcnmstances 
ot  a  domestic  nature,  have  given  tbe  assured  hope  that  they  will  be  satisfied  wltb 
the  Plan  ot  Union.  We  have  not  In  a  long  time  been  so  much  rejoiced  by  gratifying 
Intelligence  from  our  churches  In  foreign  lands  aa  by  that  now  received  from  you. 
Whlcb  la  •■  good  tidings  from  a  tar  country "  ;  like  water,  refreahlog  to  oor  souls. 
Weary  and  thlraly  by  reason  ot  our  former  correspondence  In  relation  to  eilatlng 
dllBcultlea.  Well  may  we.  In  the  congregation  of  God's  people,  offer  up  our  Joyful 
•ongs  of  praise  to  the  God  ot  peace.  We  desire,  wltb  our  wbole  hearts,  and  In  pure. 
4  lain  teres  led  love  to  the  brethren  and  tbe  church,  that  this  peace  and  union  may  be 
Universal,  and  prove  perpetual.  The  pious  seal  of  tbe  Consistory  of  New  Tork;  the 
Willingness  and  readiness  of  tbe  brethren  to  respond  to  their  Invitation  to  aasambla 
Itt  convention :  the  plons  and  edifying  character  of  their  dellberatlona  during  tbelr 
KeaalOD  of  four  days :  and  tbe  declared  assent  of  most  of  their  absent  brethren, 
coasiilre  lo  warrant  tbe  well- grounded  hope  that  such  will  be  the  result  In  order 
kpeedUy  to  conBrm  and  bring  to  conclusion  tbls  sacred  work  ot  peace,  and  to  allow 
tto  languor  or  delay,  we  have  In  our  Classical  meeting  attentively  read  and  matnrely 
considered  the  proposed  arllcles.  adopted  by  the  brethren  present  as  a  baata  cut 
tulon.  Tlipse  Articles  easentlally  correspond  wltb  the  Plan  heretofore  proposed  by 
>a.  and  appear  to  be  wisely  adapted  to  tbe  pecuUsr  circnmstancea  and  condition  of 
tbe  churches  ot  Nea-  York  and  >"ew  Jersey.  The  Classls.  cordially  desirous  to  Jee 
Beace  and  barmony  restored  nnd  eetabUabed  smong  tbelr  brethren  In  tbe  common 
tallh  In  America,  wish  It  lo  be  eiteualvely  published,  tbat  tbey  have  heaitWi  wiA. 
luanlmoualy  approved  the  I'lan  of  Union,  without  pToposlDg  ani  B.\^«TB.\.\im  m  •.4SV 
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tlon ;  and  they  oxprcsfi  their  ardent  hope  that  the  brethren  not  present  at  the  cootcb- 
tlon  lately  held  in  New  York,  may  W  animated  with  the  same  seal  for  the  attain- 
ment  of  peace  and  harmony,  and  adopt  the  IMan  of  Union  without  augsestlag  tay 
material  alteration. 

We  trust  that  our  full  approbation  will  tend  to  promote  this  most  desirable  cod  in 
your  entire  unanimity.  Still,  the  general  convention  of  the  united  brethreo  and 
churches  not  only  claims  the  freedom,  but  (according  to  the  Import  of  the  Artielct 
now  approved  by  us)  feels  Itself  bound  further  to  make  such  stipulations  and  addi* 
tlons  as  the  Interests  and  welfare  of  the  churches  may  require.  We,  therefore, 
request  the  brethren  who  have  signed  the  Articles  of  the  Plan  of  Union  (baviic 
entire  confidence  in  their  love  of  and  devotion  to  the  cause  of  peace)  to  employ  til 
their  efTortH  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  proposed  object,  and  especially  to  leek 
the  reronciiiation  of  the  church  at  Klngeton  with  their  miniater,  Rev.  H.  Meyer.  Wo 
are  reJo1ce<l  to  hear  that  he  yielded,  with  the  other  brethren,  his  full  approbatioB  to 
the  Articles  of  Union,  and  hope  that  the  reconciliation  between  him  and  the  cbareli 
may  soon  be  effected,  through  the  kind  mediation  of  the  brethren,  unto  mutual  satli- 
faction  and  rejoicing.  We  cheer  ourselves  with  the  hope  which  you  have  expressed 
to  us,  that  when  our  ready  and  full  approbation  of  the  Articles  of  Union  shall  bo 
sent  to  those  particular  churches  which  have  not  signed  them.  It  will  exert  sack  a 
strong  influence  as  to  lead  to  their  acquiescence  and  approbation.  Thus,  a  speedy 
adoption  of  the  Articles  as  conditions  of  peace,  will,  before  long,  bring  to  an  end  all 
diyislons  and  dlssentions,  cause  them  to  be  ever  forgotten,  and  unite  the  hearts  of 
the  brethren  so  closely  that  they  shall  continually  remain  a  well-cemented  body, 
abiding  in  one  spirit,  and  with  one  accord  striving  for  the  faith  of  the  Gospel. 

Thus  shall  the  Mother  Church  of  the  Netherlands  remain  in  close  connection  with 
her  daughter  dwelling  in  a  distant  country,  in  the  unity  of  faith  and  love,  and  koilt 
on  one  common  Constitution.     Thus,  also,  the  churches  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey 
may  successfully  appeal  to  the  civil  authorities,  with  good  hope  of  success,  for  tbt 
maintenance   of   their   ecclesiastical    freedom   and   privileges,    preserving  fully  the 
character  of   Reformed   Dutch   Churches,   as  originally  organised.     Thus  may  oor 
Reformed  Church  in  your  land,  in  the  midst  of  so  many  denominations  as  surroood 
her.  exhibit  the  beautiful  and  attractive  appearance  of  the  Lamb's  bridal  Church, 
**  Fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  sun,  and  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners.'*    Orer 
your  peaceful  Church,  animated  by  truth  and   love,  inseparable,  united,  God  irill 
command  his  "blessing,  even  life  for  evermore."  even  as  **  on  a  habitation  of  right- 
eousnoH.s  and   a    mountain   of   holiness."    the  fragrance   of  which   shall   spread  tH 
around,   and  attract   many   to   her  communion,   as   members  of   the   **  one  body  Id 
Christ."     Nothing  can  prove  more  delightful  to  us  who  have,  with  a  disinterested 
spirit,  strongly  exhorted  the  brethren  to  a  reconciliation  and  union,  and,  at  the  ftoe 
time,  to  a  close  corroapondonce  with  the  Reformed  Church  of  Holland,  and  continued 
attachment  to  her  faith  and  order,   than   henceforth   to  see  the  churches  of  New 
York  and  New  Jersey  a  true  rhlladelphln,  where  the  Lord  loves  to  dwell.    For  this 
end  we  entreat,  in  behalf  of  the  brethren  and  churches,  the  direction  of  the  "  wisdom 
which  Is  from  above,  which  Is  first  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  easy  to  be  entreated, 
full   of  good  fruits,  without   partiality,   and  without  hypocrisy."     May   the  hearts 
of  all  flow  together  into  one.  and  be  bound  together  in  love,  which  is  the  boo<^  ^ 
perfectness.     Thus  "  the  fruit  of  righteousness  shall  be  sown  in  peace  of  them  t^*^ 
make  peace ;"  yea,  the  God  of  peace  shall  Impart  the  earnest  of  salvation  to  t''^^ 
on  whom  he  proncunces  the  blessedness  of  the  peacemaker,  and  furnish  thereiiP 
evidence  of  their  heavenly  sonship.     Commending  you  to  God's  manifold  and      "^ 
blessing  for  this  and  continued  years,  yourselves,  your  families,  your  churches,         * 
ecclesiflstical  assemblies, 

Wc  remain,  reverend  and  respected  brethren,  with  true  brotherly  love  and  rej 
your  fellow-servants  and  brethren  in  Christ, 

N.  Tetterode, 
V.  D.  M.  Amst.  et  Dep.  Classls  ad  res  exteras.  h.  t.  Praeses. 

Johannls  Am.  Eck, 
V.  D.  M.  Amst.  et  Dep.  Classls  ad  res  exteras,  h.  t.  p.  Scrll 
Amsterdam  :     Done  In  Classical  Session,  Jan.  14,  1772. 
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The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coksistort  of  New  Yokk, 
Jasiaey  14, 1772.     Vol.  31,  Page  380.     No.  225. 

jBDuarr  14,  1TT2. 
Worlhr  Sirs  SDd  Hoaor«d  Bretbten: — 

Your  BccepUble  letter  of  Oct.  30Ui,  ITTl,  with  that  of  the  Doited  Brethren  of  Che 
Provlnciv  o(  New  York  aDd  New  JerM7,  and  the  Proceedlaga  of  their  late  HeattOK. 
we  rece<r«l  eren  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and  tbecefore  with  ancoiniiioD  dlapatch. 
Hence  we  are  enabled  at  oar  tlrat  Heettng  this  year  to  reapond  to  the  reqneat  of 
the  I'nlted  Brethren,  atlll  farther  urged  b;  rou,  aa  we  hcreb;  do. 

From  these  adTlcei  we  learn  to  our  great  aatlafactlon  and  Jd;-,  and  with  heartr 
thanks  to  the  Ood  of  Peace,  that  your  good  endeaTon.  In  anion  with  oun,  hare  bad 
a  ie«iilt  proaperouB  be;oDd  our  eipCctatioD,  In  the  attainment  of  the  long-wlahed  and 
aongbt  tor  Union  among  the  Bretbreo,  before,  unhappllj  divided,  and  tlTlng  nnder 
different  names :  »  that  the  moat  of  them,  on  four  frlendlj  Invitation,  assembled  In 
New  York  on  the  IBth  of  October  last,  and  after  a  session  of  tour  dajs  nnlted  them- 
aelTes  logelber,  to  their  mutual  ]o;,  on  tbe  basis  of  certain  Articles  submitted  to  na. 
We  congratulate  tou  and  ourselves  on  this  first  good  resnlt  of  the  seal  sbown,  and 
patna  taken  by  them,  and  mast  regard  It  as  a  special  token  of  the  Divine  approval 
of  four  work  ;  aa  It  Is  alio  a  strong  Indacement  to  persevere  eourageouBlr  In  the  work 
begun  until  It  la  concluded. 

We  therefore  reqneat  you.  If  It  Is  necessary  to  encourage  those  who  are  convinced 
of  Ood's  approbation  of  tbeir  work,  to  persist  therein  as  peace-makers,  and  to  vote 
BDaDlmously  with  the  brethren  already  united,  for  the  eatahllshing  of  a  well-founded 
general  unity,  and  a  peaceful  brotherly  Association  :  In  hope  thst  the  Ood  of  love  and 
peace  will  crown  the  work  with  his  blesslnB,  to  yoar  perfection  and  our  mutual  Joy. 
In  order  now  to  further  tbe  allnlument  of  this  end.  and  not  to  occasion  the  least 
bladroDce,  we  have  the  honor  to  latarm  you,  at  tbe  earliest  moment,  that  the 
Articles  of  Peace  are.  so  far.  entirely  approved,  as  essentially  agreeing  with  the 
Plan  sent  over  by  na.  And  since  we  can  easily  conceive  that  to  make  the  Peace  and 
CnloD  enduring,  a  further  determination  must  be  made  concerning  varloua  domestic 
■natters,  wherein  we.  being  ao  far  away,  cannot  so  well  Judge  as  the  brethren  them- 
■elves,  who  know  tbe  particular  circumstance*  of  their  congregations  and  the  laws 
of  the  land  :  we,  therefore,  leave  to  the  General  Meeting  of  tbe  brethren,  after  they 
become  united,  freedom  to  do  therein  whatever  the  peculiar  state  of  the  congrega- 
tions demands :  provided  that  nothing  ahall  be  done  contrary  to  Cb*  substance  of  the 
Plan,  or  the  resolatlons  ot  our  Bynods,  which  must  always  remain  as  the  died  basis 
of  the  Union. 

ConcFrnlnK  the  Professorate,  we  can  determine  nothing.  That  must  be  left  to  the 
Veneral  Meeting  ot  the  brethren. 

Meanwhile,  It  seems  lo  us  that  posalbly  In  the  preaalDg  necessity  there  Is  tor  a 
frofessor  of  Theology,  tbe  brethren  might  And  In  their  own  tmdy  a  suitable  person. 
■Who  althoo»:b  not  born  In  the  Netherlands,  has  studied  and  received  his  ordination 
there.  However,  tar  t»e  It  from  us  to  limit  the  freedom  of  the  Assembly  In  any 
vlegree :  and  we  sball  wait  to  hear  what  tbe  General  Meeting,  when  the  Dnlon  has 
't>een  formed,  wilt  represent  to  us.  For  the  rest  we  hope  with  yon,  that  on  this 
desired  bssls.  tbe  Union  under  God's  bteaslng.  will  soon  be  made  Arm  and  Immovable 
lietweea  the  separated  brethren :  and  that  tbe  close  bond  between  tbe  ehnr«h«s  of  tbe 
Provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  and  our  Mother  Church  In  the  Netherlands — 
a  union  eo  needful,  and  promtsInR  so  much  good  to  tbe  Congregation,  may  be  made 
iDdleaoluble,  Whereto  we  cordially  unite  wKh  you  In  prayer  that  this  Ood-pIeaslDg 
work  may  be  speedily  brought  to  a  prosperous  end ;  that  It  may  lead  to  a  holy 
Unity  ot  brethren  and  at  congregatloni.  In  the  midst  of  so  many  varlng  dlsposItioDS. 
which  sball  be  lovely  and  glorious,  and  attract  many  to  Join  them  and  atrlra  witb 
them  for  tbe  faltb  ot  the  Gospel,  and  the  further  eitensloD  of  Qod'a  kingdom ;  that 
the  Prince  of  Peace  and  King  of  Glory  may  rldo  forth  In  bla  majesty  In  yoor  land, 
OD  the  word  of  truth  and  humble  righteousness. 

The  aame  longing  which  you  feel  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Netberlandlsh  Charch, 
ire  feel  for  the  welfare  ot  yoars.  which,  proteaalng  tbe  name  Lord  with  oa,  l«  ^Ut. 
and  grounded  on  the  same  most  holy  faith,  odm  adlTenJL  to  t^e  aaVnU. 
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Further,  we  commend  you  to  God  and  the  word  of  bis  grace,  and  desire  for  yoor 
persona,  your  holy  work  and  your  families,  God's  most  precious  blessings  to  tbt  cod 
of  days.     While  we  subscribe  ourselves  with  true  brotherly  love  and  esteem. 
Your  serrants  on  behalf  of  the  Clasals  of  Amsterdam, 

N.  Tetterode,  V.  I).  M..  Amst.  et  DepnUtonim 

Classis  et  res  exteras.  h.  t.  PracM. 

Job.  AfH  Eck,  V.  D.  M.  Amst.  et  DepuUtonun, 

etc.  h.  t.,  Scriba. 
Amsterdam  in  our  Classical  Meeting 

January  14,  1772. 


Chttrch  of  Xew  York. 

New    York,    Feb.    3r«!.    1771 
Consistory  beld  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

On  the  petition  of  certain  poor  prisoners,  it  wan  Resolved  to  make  a  roltfction 
on  Sunday  week,  in  tbe  afternoon  In  the  Old  Church  and  the  North  Church,  and  in 
the  evening  In  the  New  Church,  not  only  for  the  prisoners,  for  whom  coIlirtloBS 
hare  already  been  made  in  other  churches,  but  e^peciafly  for  their  famnie*,  aid 
for  some  other  noedy  families;  and  that  notice  be  glyen  in  the  new9p8p«Tfl  next 
Monday. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritxema,  p.  t.  President 


New  York.  Feb.  17ih.  1772. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Resolved,  That  the  two  free  seata  in  the  North  Church  be  made  Into  four  pews, 
and  that  Isaac  Roosevelt  and  Dirk  Brinckerkoff  direct  both  the  making  at  the  pews, 
and  the  selling  and  also  the  renting  of  the  same. 

Mr.  John  Vredenburg.  who  for  several  years  has  been  employed  as  a  Helper-ln- 
Need  to  the  Clerk  and  Chorister,  requested  a  public  appointment.  Therenpoo  tht 
Consistory  resolved  that  for  each  Lord's  day.  when  he  rendered  service,  be  riioold 
receive  four  shillings,  without  any  further  obligation. 

Thus   done  etc., 

J.  Rltzema,  p.  t.  President. 


(No  date,  but  March.  1772.) 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  Deacons  brought  In  three  lists  of  moneys  collected  In  the  three  cborrhes. 
amounting  to  seven  and  eighty  pounds  and  two  shillings.  Whereupon  It  wa* 
Resolved  to  give  thirty  pounds  to  the  prisoners  and  their  families,  and  to  distribute 
the  rest  to  the  other  poor. 

The  widow  of  domlne  Boel  coming  up  as  an  object  of  pity,  the  CoDsistory 
resolved,  on  account  of  their  esteem  for  her  late  husband,  not  to  give  her  anytWnf 
out  of  the  collections,  but  to  grant  twenty  pounds  yearly  out  of  the  Elders  treasury. 
to  be  paid  quarterly. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritsema,  p.  t.  President. 


Gei^max  TIeformei)  Church,  Albany,  1772,  Feb. 

In  the  Albany  Gnzptte.  1772.  1<j  nn  ndvertl^empnt  of  a  lottery,  to  be  dW^**  *" 
March.  1772,  for  tho  b«*neflt  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  of  Albany.  Tb^ 
iooflffon  was  between  Orange  atvd  rfi\TO<Mi  s^\.t^^\*»  ^av^  vfest  of  Ten  Broeek  rtre^t. 
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was  t  wood*!)  edlOee  about  Bttj  feet  iqtiaTe,  witb  ■  tower  and  a  bell.     It  al»n 
d  an  orxao,  tbe  Drat  ooe  Id  Albanj.     (See  Maicb  27,  1794,) 

— Manaeira  Aonali  I.  12B. 
;  Rev.  Georie  J.  L.  Doll  waa  paalor,  JT72-6.] 


ijLi,  OF  THB  Reformed  German  Church  of  the  City  of  New 
York  on  Rbv.  Christian  F.  Foerinq  to  Become  Their 
Pastor,  March  22, 1772. 

r7  Rer.  Sir;— 

Fhe  Rev.  Ur.  Kem  baa  officiated  dow  for  more  than  elgbt  jean  In  our  Gennnn 
fonoFd  Chnrcb  bere  Id  New  York,  aa  bd  ordained  preacher  In  oar  Dative  tonirue. 
It  Blnce.  In  tbe  providence  of  God,  Mr.  Kem  baa  accepted  a  call  to  another  con- 
egatlon,  and  baa  Infarmtd  ua  of  bis  realgnatlon;  therefore  We,  the  Eldera  and 
adere  (Fooralaniln-a)  of  our  congregation  have  met  logelber,  and  tn  the  anre  hope 

tbe  help  of  God,  unaoltnoual;  reiolved  to  addreoa  oaraelTea  to  Rot.  Hr.  Wejbnrc 
ic«  he  li  a  man  who  li  Interested  In  ZIon'a  welfare.     We,  therefore,  aaked  him 

recommend  to  u>  a  man  who  had  spirit  and  llfei  one  who  wonld  apare  no  tronble 

do  good  (o  tbe  bouIs  of  his  bearera;  one  who  would  edif;  them  and  aeek  to  lead 
em  In  tbe  war  of  life.  Mr.  Werburg  did.  Indeed.  lake  Intereit  In  oor  welfare, 
id  baa  eameslly  recommended  Co  ua  the  Rbt.  Mr.  Faring  aa  a  man  wbo  haa  spirit 
Id  life,  and  who  will  take  tronble  to  bring  ionla  to  the  Lord  Jems;  atao  that  he 

a  man  of  irreproachable  cbaracter. 

Therefore  wp,  the  elders  and  deacoca.  at  once  called  together  our  coagreEallon, 
id  In  the  fear  of  the  Lord  proposed  bim  for  their  consideration,  and  tbe^  unnnl- 
ODSl;  resolred  to  call  ;ou,  the  Rev.  Ur.  Farlns  to  be  their  ordained  pastor  and 
acher  Now  therefore  We.  the  aald  Elders  and  Leaders  of  onr  said  congregation. 
•rtbj  do  call  jov,  the  Rev,  Mr.  Faring.  !□  tbe  fear  of  tbe  Lord,  to  be  tbe  ordained 
later  and  teacher  of  onr  aald  German  Reformed  Congregation  In  New  York ;  to 
«aeh  God's  Word  among  ua  twice  od  each  Bahbath  daj.  and  once  during  the  week, 
iinel;,  on  WedneadaT  evenlnga;  bealdea  tbe  other  services  wblcb  are  usual  on  boll- 
ya  and  preparation  dajs.     You  are,  moreover,  to  admlniater  tbe  Hoi;  Sacramenls 

the  prescribed  times:  .voo  are  dlllgentlr  to  teach  tbe  ;ontb  wbo  are  growing  ii|>. 
cording  to  the  doctrine  of  our  Heidelberg  Catechism,  and  Co  trr  to  bring  them, 
soon  as  poMlble  so  far.  that  ther  maj  be  received  as  members  of  the  rbureh. 
>a  are.  furthermore,  wlsel.r  to  maintain  chnrcb-diaclpllne:  to  visit  tbe  sick  and 
I  othera  wbo  are  in  need:  and  In  cases  of  death,  to  officiate  at  funerals  If  Ike 
latlvea  desire  it:  bnt  on  condition  Chat  tbe  relatives  par  jon  tor  snch  foneral 

rvices  tbe  sum  of   In  One.  we  call  rour  Reverence  to  perform  all 

e  dDtles  whieb  belonj;  to  tbe  aOtce  of  a  falthfnl  eervant  of  the  Lord  Jenus  Christ, 
cording  as  the  measure  of  the  Hot;  Word,  and  thp  good  order  of  tbe  rtiurch  may 

Cor  all  this  we  prnmlae  to  pa;  7onr  Reverenee  tbe  yearly  salary  of  £1SS.  with 
±5.  for  house  rent,  New  Yorli  money:  and  one  (onrtb  of  this  sum,  we  will  faltb- 
lly  pay  yon  every  qnirter  of  tbe  year,  ao  long  bk  yonr  Reverence  and  Ibe  Con- 
egitloD  can  live  toxetber  hannonlonaiy  and  to  mntusl  aatlsfacllon;  and  to  this 
<I  we  will  continually  pray  unto  Ood,  Hot  should  It  happen,  (which  we  bnpe 
■■t.)  that  on  either  elde  there  should  spring  np  a  Juat  cause  of  atparallon.  wc 
Beet  that  on  the  part  of  your  Kevercncp,  aa  well  ns  oa  tbe  part  of  the  congrega- 
»n,  notice  will  be  given  three  months  betoreband.  that  eltber  party  may  look  ont 
V  another  opporttinlly. 

"We,  Ibe  uiidenilgned,  promise  nnd  vow  to  fnlflll  these  obligation)!  most  fully. 
:M  to  tbia  end,  this  eall  shall  be  signed  by  tbe  elders  and  deawna  wbo  from 
Ke  to  time  come  Into  otBce.  And  we  nrge  your  Reverence,  very  eameetly.  and 
the  fear  of  the  Lord,  to  accept  this  onr  call:  and  we  tmst  that  yonr  Reverence 
1)1,  by  the  blessing  nf  the  Motit  High,  accomplish  much  good  among  ns.  We  alto 
*«Ditae  to  bold  your  Reverence  In  aueh  honor  and  love,  aa  belong*  to  an  a^rlvlht. 
Knlater,  and  we  pray  tbit  IC  may  please  tb«  Qrett  Sbev^eift  «t  \.^e  YiA&.  xo  ?tvh'& 
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this,  our  call,  with  his  holy  favor.     May  It  tend  to  the  glorj  of  his  most  Hdj  Naot 
and  to  the  salvation  of  Immortal  sonls. 

Done  at  New  York.  March  22,  1772,  in  presence  of  Isaac  Stontenberf  and  Ju. 
Van  Antwerp,  Jr. 

Elders. 
Johannes  Will  Johans  Milledoler 

Johannes  Meyer.  John  Remmey 

Hendrlck  Alrlch  Zurlchsen  [or  Zurcher.]  Jacob  Spury 

Henrltb  Whlteman  [Weltman].  Peter  Knell 

Daniel  Kathore  Will  Snyder 

Johannes  Qorg  Wettenham  Christian  Will 

John  Harterz  Henrich  Schledanti 

Anthony  Apple  Johannes Ambrigttn 

William  CorclUus  Christoph  Flegenheim 

Otto  Parisian  Jacob  Sampson 

[This  paper  came  from  descendants  of  Mr.  Foerinc,  living  in  Philadelpbli.  to 
1806.     See  Corwln's  Millstone  Centennial,  1866]. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

1772,  April  6th.  Art.  2.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  have 
received  a  letter  from  the  Consistory'  of  Kingston,  dated  Nov.  30, 
1771.  Also  a  letter  from  Rev.  Ritzema,  dated  New  York,  Nw. 
27,  1771,  which  will  not  be  answered,     xiv.  278. 

Church  of  New  York. 

Classical  Letter  Ratifying  Plan  of  Union.     Call  for  Second  Con- 
vention. 

New  York.  April  23rd,  1772. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  Qod*8  name. 

The  Rer.  Mr.  Livingston  delivered  a  letter  from  the  Rey.  Classis  of  Amsterdua 
to  the  Consistory,  dated  in  their  Classical  Meeting,  Jan.  14th,  1772.  This  v» 
read  bj,  the  President  to  the  Consistory.  It  was  found  to  contain  an  answer  to 
their  last  letter,  which  gave  extreme  satisfaction  and  Joy  to  onr  whole  assemblj- 
Also  a  letter  to  the  General  Meeting  was  read  and  referred  to  a  committee,  con- 
sisting of  the  President,  domine  Laidlie,  and  Dr.  Livingston,  with  tlie  Elders.  Tto 
Wyck,  Duyking  and  Brlnkerhoff.  They  were  to  consider  the  best  and  ipeedlo^ 
means  of  preparing  a  circular  letter  to  all  the  respective  Dutch  congregations. 

Further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Classical  letter  to  our  Consistory  be.  on  accooot 
of  its  excellent  contents  and  Christian  expressions,  inserted  in  our  Church  Boot 
It  reads  thus:     [See  Jan.  14,  1772J. 

New  Yorlc.  April  27th,  1772. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  Circular  Letter,  for  the  preparation  of  which  the  l>ef ore-named  commltt^ 
wa.s  appointed,  was  read  to  the  meeting  and  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  seat  by 
the  first  opportunity  to  the  Dutch  congregations. 

The  President  had  in  hand  a  letter  written  to  the  Consistory,  signed  by  Messrs* 
Richard  Bancker,  Abraham  Brasher  and  Cornelius  Low,  in  the  name  of  so^* 
charitable  members  of  our  Church,  proffering  to  the  Consistory  a  sum  of  tre  t^ 
seventy  pounds,  eight  shillings,  as  the  beginning  of  a  fond  for  the  erection  9^ 
maintenance  of  a  PubUc  ^\ioo\,  \o  \>«  «%!  iai\>  by  the  consistory. 
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Tbl*  ctutlty  wai  recelTed  witb  tbiDkiglTliis.     Resolved.  That  tbe  moner  sbalt 
M  mpplled  to  DO  other  Die.  aad  the  FresldeDt  sod  damlae  Laldlls  ebill  tbonli  tbe 
loDon  Id  the  Dame  of  tbe  CoDBiBtory. 

Farther,  that  tbia  bdid  be  glveo  to  Treasurer  Baocker,  eod  be  pot  at  Interest  for 
Jie  pofpoae  atated. 

SigDed  etc., 

Lambetlus  de  Bonde,  p.  t.  rreeldpnt. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letter  from  Rev.  Livingston. 

1772,  Jupe  1st.     Art,  4.     R^v.  Tetterode  delivered  a  letter  from 

Rev.  Livingston,  with  the  request  that  it  may  be  placed  in  the  hands 

of  our  delegate  to  Synod,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Rev.  Depp.  Synod  i. 

It  was  given  to  Rev,  Klaver,     xiv.  282. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  Gentlemex,  Co;;- 
STiTUTiNO  the.  Meeting  of  the  United  Bbethben  of  the 
Ddtch  Refosmed  Church  in  the  Pkovincbs  of  New  York 
AND  Nb\v  Jersey,  June  1,  1772.  Vol.  31,  Page  390.  Xo. 
233. 
Rev.  Sirs  and  Mwch-beloved  Brethren : — 

When  we  were  obliged  to  send  off  our  letter  of  January  14, 
1772  to  you,  which  we  hope  has  reached  you,  we  could  not  include 
therewith  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  previous  year,  because 
We  understand  the  weight  of  the  package  would  make  the  postage 
too  great.  Yet  we  were  unwilling  to  delay  that  letter,  that  we 
Ought  give  you  joy  by  the  expression  of  our  joy,  and  tell  you  of 
the  encouragement  we  had  in  seeing  love  and  unity  restored 
Mnong  you,  and  precious  peace  beginning  again  to  bloom.  We 
pray  that  the  lovely  fruits  of  peace  may  be  multiplied  among  you. 
We  have  the  honor  now  to  send  you  the  Minutes  of  the  Christian 
Synod  of  North  Holland  (l77l.) 

For  the  rest,  we  commend  you  to  God  and  the  word  of  his 
STace,  while  we  remain,  etc.,  etc. 

J.  H.  Eck,  Depp.  Praeses. 
S.  Claver,  Depp.  Scriba. 
Amsterdam,  In  Classis, 
June  1, 1772, 
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Church  of  New  York. 

New  York.  June  12th.  1772. 

Coosistory  held  after  calling  on  God'a  name. 

The  lease  of  the  lot  In  the  Broad  way.  to  Abram  Van  Djck.  dated.  Not.  llth, 
1771.  was  this  day  confirmed  by  the  seal  of  the  Oorporatlon. 

Alao  a  lease  dated.  Feb.  21tt.  1772.  of  two  lota  of  fronnd  in  Cart  and  Hone 
street,  to  Samuel  Prince,  was  confirmed  with  the  same  seal. 

The  bond  of  Mrs.  Ann  van  der  Spiegel,  dated  June  81.  1771,  for  £700.  wu  paid 
off.  and  In  Its  place  one  of  the  same  amount  taken  from  Gerfaardna  DoycUng,  dtted 
the  leth  of  May  last. 

Jacobus  Ryckman  of  the  Brlckkill.  on  Bnklanwenberg.  was  taken  as  a  poor  per- 
son to  be  supported  on  like  conditions  with  the  others. 

Cornelius  C.  Wynkoop  requested  from  the  Consistory  a  larger  som  than  the  £10. 
he  had  hitherto  recelyed,  for  the  support  of  Aaltye  Mays.  This  was  considered 
in  Tlew  of  the  character  of  Wynkoop.  and  he  Is  to  receiye  £20.  yearly. 

Signed  etc.. 

Arch.  Laidlle.  p.  t.  President 


German  Reformed  Church,  Xew  York. 

Dearly  beloved  Brethren: 

We  having  recelTed  a  friendly  Inyltatlon  by  the  Roy.  Mr.  De  Bonde.  to  attend 
a  general  assembly  of  the  Low  Dutch  Synod,  to  nlgn  the  mnch  needed,  long  wiabed 
for.  and  joytful  •Tract,  for  the  restoratloti  o0  peace  between  the  two  dlisantlDg 
parties.  We  the  undersigned,  members  ot  the  Consistory  ot  the  Oennan  Refoioed 
Church  In  New  York,  have  delegated  our  christian  brothers,  Henry  Weltman,  with 
our  pastor  Christian  F.  Foerlng,  to  appear  at  said  meeting,  to  agree  and  sifa  tlM 
said  Peace  resolutions. 

Johann   Will,  Johannes  Zucher,  Johanes  Mayer,  Bidets. 
Daniel  Klockner,  Wetterhan  Herbach,  Antony  Appel,  Detcoos. 

14rh  .Tune.   A.  D.  1772. 


Second  Convention,  June  1772. 

A'^Tvs  of  the  Revcrond  ^looting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Dutch 
Refonned  Churehes  of  the  Provinces  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersev,  Convened  at  the  invitation  of  the  Reverend  Consistory 
ij{  Xew  York,  bv  Circular  Letter,  for  the  Consiiimnation  anJ 
Ratification  of  the  Union  of  the  Churches,  (made  the  Subject 
of  Deliberation  the  previous  Autumn,)  at  New  York,  (in  the 
Old  Church,)  16th-18th,  June  1772.— Recorded  in  Mints,  of 
Sx-nod  of  Xorth  Holland,  Julv  1773.     Art.  46. 

«  • 

Session  I. — Article  1. 

The  Rev.  Brethren  bavins  arrived  and  assembled  at  the  appointed  time  and  pitc^ 
the  Rev.  J.  H.  Livingston,  S.  S.  Th.  D..  as  retiring  President,  opened  tiM  B^- 
Assembly  with  a  highly  learned,  appropriate,  and  affecting  dlsconrse  npon  MaUcbi 
4 :  2.  for  which  he  was  heartily  thanked  by  the  Rev.  Brethren ;  tnd  thercapon«  tStsX 
aa  earnest  prayer,  the  names  ot  Oi«  m«m\^T%  '^tesient  were  tmken  up,  m  toltows: 
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Boti.  Jdbn  H.  LlTlnnton,  D.  D.  ind  V.  D.  H.,  John  BltMnia,  T.  D.  M.,  Lamb,  dc 
Ronde.  V.  D.  U.,  Arch.  LaldUe,  D.  D.  and  V.  D.  U.  at  New  Tork.  H«a«ra.  Thaod. 
Vao  Wjek,  Jacobni  Van  Zandt,  luae  BiM>aeT«lt,  Abraham  Lott.  Bld«re. 

Beta.  DIplaDoa  Tan  BlDdercn,  T.  D.  H.,  J.  Caap.  Eobel,  V.  D.  U.  at  Flatbaah, 
Brooklrn,  and  an  Look  Taland.     UMara.  Jan.  Bapalle  and  Bnsclbtrt  Lett,  Elder*. 

RcT.  BeaJ.  Dd  BoIb,  Y.  D.  U.  at  rreabold  and  Iflddletovii.  Ur.  Tnnea  De  H«Ii, 
Elder. 

Her.  RermaDua  Merer.  V.  D.  H.  at  KlniatOB. 

BcT.  Jo.  SehDQeaaD,  V.  D.  U.  at  CatiktU  and  Coxoackla.    l£r.  Jo  Orctbaib,  >t>der, 

Ber.  Dav.  Haiin*.  <llarlniia)  T.  D.  H.  at  Aqnaekanoack.  Mr.  PMma  VooUawn, 
Elder. 

ReT.  MirUnui  SFboonmaker,  T.  D.  U.  at  Maw  Harlem  and  QraTeaand,  Hr.  Benla- 
ailD  Ben  WD,  Elder. 

Ret.  Jo,  MartlDua  Tan  HarllDieD.  V.  D.  U.  at  Hlllitoae  and  New  Shannlek.  Ur. 
Sloi.  Van  Aradalen,  Elder. 

Rer.  Garret  Ljdekker,  T.  D.  U.  In  tbe  Bngllah  Melghborhood.  Mr.  Abrabam  HaD- 
tanje.  Elder. 

ReT.  CbtiatUD  FTider;k  FoeriDK,  V.  D.  H.  Oerm.,  New  York.  Ur.  Heodrlk  Witt- 
maun.  Blder. 

Rev.  Dirck  Romern,  V.  D.  M.  at  Uartletown,  Wnwaralttg.  and  BoeliMtar.  Mr. 
Lerl  Pawl  Ins.  Blder. 

Ber.  Sam.  Verbrjck,  V.  D.  U.  at  Tappan  and  New  Hempatead.  Mr.  WlUlam 
Nacel.  Elder. 

Rer.  J.  H.  Ooetacblua,  V.  D.  M.  at  Uacfceniack  and  Bcbraaleobergb.  Mr,  Peter 
Zabrlakle.  Elder. 

Rer.  Hendr.  Scboonmaker.  V.  D.  U.  at  Flahklll  and  Poaghkeepile.  Hr.  Peter 
HantfooTt.  Elder. 

Ber.  William  JaekioD,  T.  D.  M.  at  Bersen  and  Btaten  laland.  Mr.  Bendrtk  Van 
WaseoeD.  Elder. 

ReT.  WarmolduB  Earpera,  T.  D.  M.  at  Hackenaack  and  8cbr«alaiber(b.  Ur. 
Nleaae  Sip.  Elder. 

BeT.  Jacob  R.  Hardenbersh.  T.  D.  H.  at  Old  Barltan,  North  Branch  and  Bed- 
nlneler.     Mr.   DIrck   Sntphen,    Elder. 

Rev.  Jo.  I«7dt,  T.  D.  U.  at  New  Bnmewlck,  and  Uinlatei  at  8U  Ulle  Bon.  Ur. 
Rendr.    Tlacher,   Older. 

Rev.  Ben.  Vender  Linden,  V.  D.  M.  at  Farauni  and  Panneit.  Ur.  Ueodrlk 
Zibrlskle,   Elder. 

Rev.  Jo.  Caap,  B^mnth.  V.  D.  U.  at  EInderhook  and  Schodack.  Hr,  Peter 
VoabuTKh.    Elder. 

Rev.  Bllaidai  Weaterlo.  V.  D.  U.  at  Albany.     Mr.  Jo.  Bosebcnm,  Blder. 

Rer.  traac  Bfadyb.  V,  D.  M.  at  Poushkeepde,  Flahklll,  oun  awiMlt,  Mr. 
BodolpbuB  Swartwoat  Elder. 

Mr.  Joannee  Hardenbersh.  Elder  from  Mew  Palta. 

Mr.  ComelluB  Vemoy,  Elder  from  New  Hnrler- 

Mr.  Jo.  Jansen,   Elder  from   Bbawangnnk. 

Ur.   JoliD    Spier.   Deacon   Iram    Secood   Rtver. 

Mr.  John  Ten  Brock,  Blder  from  Claverack. 

Mr.  Pierre  Van  Coctlandt,  Elder  from  Uanor  Van  Cortlandt 

Mr.  Ben.   de  Puj,  Elder  from  Ulnlalnk. 

Mr.  Abr,  Bruen,  Elder  from   Phllllpabarg. 

Meaara,  NIcoiaa  Van  Aradalen,  CorDellna  Hoogland,  Jacob  Bapalje  and  Joma 
Ropaljp.   Kldeta  from  Qiieenn  Coiiiily,   Look  iBland, 

Ueeare.  Frederik  Vhd  Vllet  and  Nlcolai  WTkoff.  BIdera  at  Mortb  Branch  and 
Readlngton. 

Mr.  Noab  Eltlng,  Elder  at  New  Palta. 

Mr.  DIrck  Van  Gleaen,  Elder  at  Totawa. 

Ur.  Adolph  Heyer,  Elder  at  New  Harlem, 

Mr.  Chll,  Bertholt.  Elder  from  Fompton. 

The  cengreKatlon  of  the  Clove,  bj  letter  empowerlnt  me,  laaae  Rjadyk,  V.  D.  U. 
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.4  ri icle  II. — Moderators, 

Rev.  Iiaac  Ryadyk  was  nDanimoatlj  elected  President,  and  Rev.  J.  H.  Goetfchloi. 
Clerk. 

Arlide  1 1 L-  l.tlivr  lo  Classis  of  Amslerdam, 

The  Letter  to  the  Itev.  Clarals  of  Amsterdam,  dated  October  19th,  1771,  with 
the  draft  traofimitted,  was  rea^l,  and  it  was  announced  by  the  retiring  President, 
that  a  highly  icratifyinfr  answer  tJan.  14,  1771,)  had  been  lei-eived  from  toe 
Clafisis,  which  would  sor\e  as  a  subject  of  further  dclilierutioii.% 

Arfirlr  I V, — Communlciil'ious, 

Letters  were  read  from  Ministers,  Elders,  and  congregations,  to  the  present 
Rev.  Body,  viz:  One  from  Rev.  Cock,  from  the  Camp,  etc.,  stating  that  he  could 
not  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Rev.  Body,  because  of  his  dlsincllxiatloD  on  the  ptrt 
of  his  congregation ;  one  from  Rev.  J.  Schuyler,  of  Schogarle,  as  also  from  Rer. 
Doll,  German  Minister  at  Albany,  excusing  themselves  on'  account  of  dooeitie 
engagements ;  one  from  Rev.  G.  Haeghort,  of  Second  River,  referring  to  Indispoiitiai 
and  other  difficulties ;  the  last,  a  letter  from  Elder  Eling,  in  the  name  of  the  Ber. 
Consistory  of  Kingston,  comprehending  a  statement  of  some  difficulties  relatlvs  to 
Rev.  Meyers. 

Article  V. — Credentials. 

The  credentials  having  been  presented,  were  all  read  In  full  before  the  B«t. 
Body,  beginning  with  that  of  the  Rev.  Consistory  at  New  York,  which  being 
highly  edifying  in  its  contents,  authorized  their  Rev.  Delegated  Elders  and  Mlniiteif 
to  •*  embrace  and  receive  the  Articles  of  Union  approved  by  the  Rev.  Classls  of 
Amsterdam,  nomine  Synodt  Xorth  Jlollandiae;  and  further,  to  do  all  that  shall 
serve  for  the  welfare  of  the  churches,  and  as  a  worthy  example  for  others  already 
united,  and  an  inducement  to  all  those  who  have  not  yet  come  in,  ere  long  to 
become  one  body,  even  as  we  serve  one  Lord  and  pertain  to  one  church.'* 

Other  credentials,  though  of  greater  or  less  length,  amounted  In  substance  to 
the  same  thing.  Some  delegates,  although  not  having  written  credential?,  Jit 
satisfied  the  Rev.  Body  with  verbal  testimony.  In  a  few,  some  conditions  were 
stated. 

Article  VI. — Letter  from  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

The  Letter  of  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  dated  14th  Jan.  1772,  wis  tiso 
read  to  the  Rev.  Body,  and  listened  to  throughout  with  great  attention,  respect, 
and  thankful  recognition,  each  one  heartily  rejoicing  at  its  godly  and  animating 
contents,  and  the  love  and  care  of  the  Rev.  Classls  over  our  Church  thus  evinced; 
the  countenances  and  manner  of  all,  without  exception,  indicating  their  iojtnl 
approbation^ 

Sp:ssiox  II. 
Article  VII. — Delegates  from  Albany. 

The  Rev.  Consistory  of  Albany  had  commissioned  Its  Pastor  and  Elder  niore 
minutely  to  learn  the  import  of  the  Letter  of  the  Rev.  Classls.  and  carefully  to 
ascertain  what  congregations,  and  how,  the  same  united,  without  as  yet  bring^"* 
themselvps  under  any  obligations ;  wherefore,  the  delegates  requested  *<>  ^  PJT 
mitted  to  attend  upon  the  delll)eratlons  and  proceedings  of  the  Rev.  Body.  ^ 
WHS  not  only  readily  and  unanhnonsly  pranted,  but  their  advice  and  counsel  ^* 
reguested  by  the  Rev.  Body  \ii  svicYi  mBiVXtT*  «l^  uA^Yit  come  before  them. 
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Article  VIII. — Stihscriptions  to  the  Plan  of  Uuion, 

Was  furthermore  Resolved  by  the  Rev.  Body,  In  consequence  of  the  approval 
of  the  Rev.  Classls,  that  the  brethren,  who  were  authorized  by  their  congregations 
to  acquiesce  In  the  determination  of  the  Rev.  Classls,  should  now  subscribe  to  the 
Plan  of  Union;  that  opportunity  should  be  given  to  those  congregations  who  had 
■ent  no  commissions  for  said  purpose,  to  examine  into  matters  relative  to  the 
Union,  as  yet,  for  the  most  part,  unlcnown  to  them ;  and  that  for  the  final  estab* 
lishment  of  the  desired  peace,  another  meeting  should  be  held  in  the  approaching 
autumn;  but  that  the  brethren  who  had  already  aooeded  to  the  Unlun  should 
exercise  no  ecclesiastical  authority  until  the  next  General  Meeting;  and  that  such 
congregations  as  had  sent  no  written  commissions,  whether  they  had  subscribed 
or  not,  should  present  them  at  the  next  General  Meeting. 


Session  III. 
Article  IX. — Revision  of  the  same. 

The  Articles  of  Union  were  again  read  to  the  Rev.  Body,  (inasmuch  as  some 
had  not  yet,  or  had  not  sufficiently  heard  them,)  and  upon  being  carefully  revised, 
it  was  seen  fit  to  Insert  in  Article  ti.  "  the  newly-formed  Counties  of  Tryob  and 
Charlotte." 

Article  X. — Dr.  Meyer  and  Kingston. 

The  Rev.  Body  cannot  participate  in  the  affairs  of  Dr.  Meyer  relative  to  Kingston, 
since  the  affectionate  endeavors  made  to  effect  a  reconciliation  with  the  congre- 
gation of  Kingston  have  proved  fruitless;  but  if  Mr.  Meyer  have  occasion  to 
request  suitable  testimonials,  the  Rev.  Body  are  willing  to  grant  them. 


Session  IV. 
Article  XL — Subscribed  anew. 

The  Articles  oC  Union  were  oQce  more  solumnly  approved  and  cheerfully  sub* 
scribed  with  their  own  hands  by  almost  all  of  the  members  present,  with  the 
following  preamble. 

On  the  ground  of  the  above  Articles,  approved  by  the  Rev,  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
(aa  appointed  thereto,  by  the  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland,)  and  our  respective 
Congregations,  which  we  therefore  receive  for  ourselves,  and  in  the  name  of  our 
Congregations,  We,  the  undersigned,  heartily  and  actually  form  ourselves  and 
our  Congregations  into  one  Ecclesiastical  Body;  and  these  Articles  shall  henceforth 
serve  as  a  permanent  basis  of  further  proceedings  in  our  Assemblies. 

This  done  in  the  Reverend  General  Meeting  at  New  York,  this  day,  the  18th 
June,  1772. 

Joannes  Ritzema 

Lambertus   De   Ronde  Ministers  at  New  York, 

Archd.  Laidlie 

J.  H.  Livingston 

Theodore  Van  Wyck  Elders  iUidem. 

Jacobus  Van  Zandt 

Isaac  Roosevelt 

Abm.   Lott. 

Ulp.  Van  Sinderen, 

V.  D.   M.   at  Flatbush,  MlnUtera  In  KVn^  Co. 

Job.  Cm&p.  Babel 


'  EccLBSiASTrcKL  Recokds 

Eld«r«  tbMcm. 


BanJamlD  Da  Bola 

Tnnta  Dobli 

Umnuini  II«rtr,  (tor  mytdf,) 


JoMUWa  OrerlMgb,  Bid. 


T.  D.  iL  at  mdMid  ud  lUddtatowi. 


V.  D.  U.  at  CoiMcfclc  ud  Catikll). 


Y.  V.  U.  *t  Aguck.  etc.  [AqsacklBeacLl 


V.  D.  U.  at  Batlcn  ksd  Gnvond. 


J.  U.  Vmn  HaTlinfni 


V.  D.  U.  In  tlM  BagUMh  NelshborbMd. 


V.  D.  U.  at  Tanut  aid  KaUct. 


J.  U«Drictu  OoctacblDB 


Feter  Mootfoort,  Bid. 


.  D.  M.  at  Hackenaack  and  Stbiultfr 
bPrgh. 

.  D,  U.  at  PmicbkMpale  and  FlaktlU. 
.  D.   a.  at  BcrscQ  and  Statte  ItiMii. 


t  Hackeniack  and  Schnilo- 


.  D.  M.  at  Paramoa  and  Panne. 


.  D.   U.  at  Klndn-book  and  Sckadaek. 


r.  D.  U.  at  Fonghkecpal*,  nAkUI.  Ktt 
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Joannea  B«rdtfib«rKb,  Elder  at  Naw  Palti. 
Comellaa   Venorr,    Blder   at   New    Bnilej. 
JoaniiM  Janata,  Jr.,  Blder  at  BhawanKQiik. 
Piain  Van  Cortlandt,  Elder  at  Manoc  Van  Cortlandt 

BaUamlD  !>•  P^J,  Elder  at  Habakemaek.  NeTeralnk,  [UlnlalnkT]  and  Wajpeck. 
NT^Iaaa  VaAaradalcn  '1 

Coeaallna  Hooaland  I 

Jacob  aaDaUe  I  Bide™  at  Jamaica,  Ojatar  Baj,  Newtows 

JorlafUpeU.  Tand  SnccB* 

Nlebolaa  Wyekol  J 

Noab  Blunge.  Elder  at  New  Paltz. 
AdoU  U«7cr,  Elder  at  Harlem. 
Cwcrefatlen  cd  the  Clave  hj  tetter  fullj  amiNiwerlnc  me. 

R.  I.  Rradyk. 

Article  A'//. — Schenectady  and  Conewaga. 

Tbe  congnBatlana  of  Seheiwctady  aad  Conewasa  Mch  atatad  Is  a  fraternal  letter, 
lat  ther  bad  a^rvred  tbe  Plan  ctf  Dulon  in  th«lr  reaitectlTa  etxialatorica  tat 
«l*alaatlc«l  bodies,  and  bad  been  preiented  eblaflj  b;  domeatlc  IncoDTenlcncea 
«u  amaarlnc  b;  their  commlaaloBer*  In  tbi*  BaT.  AMtmbl;. 

Article  XIII. — Credentials  copied. 

Orimtiua,  Tbat  If  any  one  dealre  ta  tranKrlbe  hli  writNo  coaunlaaloo  or  cre- 
ntlala.  to  reglater  tbe  lame  <n  the  Cbnrcb  Book,  be  mar  obtain  It  from  the  Clerk, 
a  nmdlllon  of  speedr  and  faithful  reetltatlon. 

irticte  XIV. — Letter  from  Clasais  of  Amsterdam  to  be  Printed. 


,   That   tbe   letter   laat    reealTCd   from    the   E 
Jul  14,  1T72,)  be  printed  for  tbe  benefit  ta  tba  cbnrcbea,  and  that  the  woit  k* 
Utaated  to  tbe  Be*.  UlnUtera  and  Elder*  In  New  York. 

Article  XV. — Revising  Committee. 

na  Bev.  E.  Weaterlo  mi  J.  Leydt  are  appointed  to  aid  th*  B«t.  Frealdent  and 
!left  fn  rerlalni  the  Mlantee  and  pteparlnc  tbe  Letter  (Jm*  IT,  17T2)  to  the 
t«T.  Claaala  of  Amaterdam,  aa  well  a*  a  aketch  of  tbe  prellnlnaTT  (o  Hie  Ciaaaleal 

Arltcle  XVI.—yext  Meeting. 


Article  XVII.— Close. 

Haallf,  after  a  polite  acknowledsement.  made  bj  tbe  President  in  the  name  of 
tH.  to  the  Be*.  HInlatera  and  SMcra  of  New  York,  for  tbelr  ireat  toll,  and  a 
^,  with  a  be*rt7  InTocatlen  of  bleaalng  to  the  addreaa  of  tbanka,  b7  tbe  Re*. 
if.  Rltiema,  In  tbelr  name,  and  the  appointment  of  the  Be*.  Frealdcmt  t«  preach 
it  litrodactOTj  and  tbe  Be*.  Mr.  Rlticnui  the  ThankBgl*ln(  Sermon  at  the  next 
MMIng  with  e*nteet  prayer  to  Ood,  we  aay,  for  bleaalns  and  faT«  npon  what 
■d  been  done,  and  tbankegtrlng  for  hla  (racloQa  aaalatance,  by  the  Be*.  President, 
Id  l«ft*e  fmtemall}  taken  by  the  brethren  of  one  nnotber,  tbe  Re*.  Ueetlns 
■dnded. 

■pad  Id  tbe  name  and  bj  order  of  all. 


•t 
«« 
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Subsequent  Signatures. 

(These  Articles  of  Union  continued  to  be  subscribed  to,  by  almost  ef«cy  mlnlitar 
until  1792.) 
1772,  Oct  18.  Congregation  of  Schaghticoke,  by  letter  fully  empowerlag  mb. 

B«?.  B.  WestBrio. 
Peter  Schenck,  Elder  from  New  Millstone. 

-rRobert  P.  Van  Deusen  )  _,,        .         ^w     %»  -       ^-  rt-. «. 

—  Conrad  Ham  f  ^^^*"  '^^"^  ^^  ^^^^  ^'  Llvinfston. 

Dlerck   Van   Glcsen,   Elder  from  Totowa. 
Jacobus   Bayoo,   Elder  from   Pompton. 
Cornelius  Cor.  Smith,  Elder  from  Tappan. 
1774.  J.  Gabriel  Gebhard,  V.  D.  M.  German,  New  York. 
1774.  Solomon  Froellgh,  V.  D.  M.  New  Millstone. 
1780.  Isaac  Blauvelt,   V.  D.  M.  Flshkill  and  Hopewell. 
17S0.  Nicholas  I^inslng.  V.  L>.  M.  New  MillHtone. 
Ellas  V.  Bunscboo<tciy,  V.  D.  M.  Schodack. 
1784.  Joh.  Duryee,  V.  D.  M.  Rarltan. 

178C.  Joannes  M.  Van  Uarlingen,  V.  D.  M.  at  Six  Mile  Run  and  New  MUlstoae. 
Petrus  De  Wit,  V.  D.  M.  Red  Hook  and  Flatta. 

1787.  John  Basset,  V.  D.  M.  Albany. 

**      Peter  Lowe,  V.  D.  M.  Flatbush,  etc 

**      Peter  Studdlford  V.  D.  M.  North  Branch, 

Jac.  V.  Romeyzk,  V,  D.  M.  Schodack  and  Green  Bash. 

G.  A.  Kuypers,  V.  D.  M.  Pa  ramus. 

Moses  Froellgh,  V.  D.  M.  Shawangunck,  etc. 

1788.  Jeremiah  Romeyn,  V.  D.  M.  Manor  Llyingston. 
P.  Stryker,  V.  D.  M.  and  S.  Hampton. 
Brandt  Schuyler  Lupton,  V.  D.  M.  Lansingburg. 
Isaac  Labagh,  Jr.  V.  D.  M.  Kinderhook. 
Petrus  Leydt,  V.  D.  M.  at  Panne,  etc 

1789.  George  G.   Brinkerhoff,   V.  D.  M.  at  Conewago. 
Samuel  Smith,  V.  D.  M.   Saratoga. 
Abraham  Van   Home,  V.  D.  M.  Rochester. 

1789.  John   Demarcst,   V.   D.   M.   Niskayuna. 

1790.  Andrew  Gray,   V.  D.  M.  Poughkeepsie. 
John  Jackson,  V.  D.  M.  Ilarlem,  etc. 
Nlchs.  Van  Vrankcn,  V.  D.  M.  Flshkill. 

1792.  David  S.  Bogart. 

Stephen  Ostrander,  V.  D.  M.  Pompton  and  Perslppany. 

William   Provoost  Kuypers,   V.  D.  M.   Paramus. 

John  Comelison,   V.  D.  M.  Bergen. 
1792.  Winslow  Paige,  V.  D.  M.  Schaghtlcoke  and  St.  Calk.     [Slntholck?] 


CoRRKSPOM>EXCE  FkOM  AmERICA- 

The  Second  Convention  of  ^Ministers  and  Elders  to  the  Classisof 
^linsterdani,  June  17,  1772.— Vol.  33,  page  384.     Xo,  469. 

ReT.   Sirs  and  Highly  Esteemed  Brethren: — 

The  Consistory  of  New  York  having  speedily  received  your  esteemad  letter  rf 
Jan.  14,  1772,  was  pleased  hy  Circular  Letters  to  communicate,  as  aoon  as  p06iIbl^ 
to  our  respective  churches,  its  general  contents,  vis.,  yonr  kind  apprdbatioB  cf  tbfl 
well-known  Plan  (of  Union). 

Thereupon,  most  of  the  churches  again  convened  and  listened  to  the  retdlBg  ^ 
the  full,  pious  and  pleasing  contents  of  that  letter,  with  heartfelt  gnttltods  to  tke 
God  of  peace  and  love.  It  was  an  approbation  so  desirable,  that  ovr  hearts  ««* 
thereby  knit  together  more  closely  and  firmly  than  ever.  We  were  alee  iBpiO^ 
thereby,  and  we  tbovLght,  l\i«  Moii^tt  XYift  \)«tter,  to  comsommate  the  week  of  Vti^ 
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■o  BiuplcloaBlr  1)«xniL  And  now  we  bkre  tb«  bM>or,  witb  grMt  tMV«ct  and 
cntltuda,  to  send  yon  tbs  Hlnutes  of  this  oar  (Secood)  Conrentloa.  Wa  do  this 
with  the  ]o;ous  bop«  tbat  till*  now  eoninmmstei]  labor  of  love,  will  giTe  your 
BeT.  iDd  blsblf  re*pe«tcd  AwemblT,  new  reaaoni  lor  pralw;  and  that  It  dut  do 
tbo  **me  to  all  the  chDrehea  at  the  lalDta  Id  dlataat  luidi: — reaaoni  for  pralaa, 
w»  mj.  to  that  Ood  wbo  brlogi  to  pan  everr  right  thing  In  hla  own  good  time. 

For.  Uiniagb  the  parental  labon  of  rour  Reva^  v«  now  aee  ourBelvei  begliuilng 
to  onlte  OD  a  aolld  bade  and  ae  peace-loving  Elders,  we  ma;  humbl;  uid  Jojfnllr 
expect  tbe  blenlag  ot  the  Host  High  for  the  farther  eztenelon  of  the  Klocdom 
of  Chrlat  Id  this  land  of  our  pilgrimage.  We  tmst  that  jonr  BeTS.  will  nnlte 
wItb  na  In  beeeecblng  the  All-aufflelent  and  ever  E^lthfal  Head  o(  tbe  Cbnreb, 
who  hai  hitherto  watched  crrer  us,  that  auch  ma;  be  tbe  bleaaed  reMlt  ^  ont 
now  happil;  consummated  Union :  and  that  It  ma;  be  our  couitaut  atm  to  remala 
anlted.  And  ma;  the  Bead  of  the  Charcb  coatlnae  to  watcb  over  Hie  (hitherto) 
wretched  oaei  !□  these  regions. 

Meanwhile,  with  our  moat  cordlsl  good  viabes  for  yaarselTea,  your  famlllea  aad 
roar  holy  mlnlalrys,  we  have   the  honor  hombly   to  commend  oarMlre*  and  oat 
tongregaUDns.to  the  beneaclal  and  necessary  and  loving  care  of  youi  Ben. 
We  remain  wltb  the  greatest  reapect, 
Bev.  Slr^ 

Your  Revs.  wllUog  tervants. 

In  the  name  tod  by  tbe  Anthorlt;  M  oar  General  Conventioo. 
Isaac  Rysdyk,  rreeldent,  p.  t. 
John  II .  GoetBchlua.  Scrlba,  p.  t. 
Mew  Torn,  JODe  IT,  IT73. 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Jnly  Ttb,   1772; 

Consistory  beld  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

An  elder  from  LnaeDberg.  alxty  miles  below  Hollfai.  applied  to  the  Consistory 
ror  aid  toward  their  church  building.  They  are  protesmr*  of  the  High  Dnteb 
K^foruied  Faltb.  and  have  been  settled  there  since  ITofl.  and  wllhout  public  wor- 
ship for  several  years;  but  at  laat  tbey  bad  obtalaed  a  minister.  His  aupport  nos 
burdensome  to  them  as  new  settlers.  Wherefore  tbey  felt  bonod  to  seek  (or  aid 
toward  (belr  building  from  Ihelr  brethren  of  tbe  same  faltb.  Resolved.  Tbnt  £15. 
be  given  to  him  out  of  tbe  Ttenaurer's  money. 

The  Blder  D.  firluckerhoIT  luformed  the  Consistory  that  Mr.  Bemsen  had  paid 
oft  the  bond  of  Mr.  I.ODiler,  on  which  his  father  iras  security,  to  the  amonnt  of 
C84..  and  same  pence.  This  vab  Just  (be  sum,  laeklng  a  few  ahllllDgs,  wblch  ha 
had  In  band  of  Lourler  and  he  requeated  tbe  Conalatory  to  be  satlafled  therewith. 
TTbla  was  graated. 

The  committee  on  the  property  of  the  Charch.  stated,  that  Hr.  JjBvris  Horria 
had  paid  not  the  least  attention  to  the  friendly  letter  written  to  him  In  the  name 
of  the  Consistory.  It  was  determined  to  appoint  tbe  Elders.  BrInckerliolT,  Roose- 
felt,  and  Dolcking,  a  committee  to  make  known  In  a  friendly  way  to  Mr.  Waltoti. 
as  secnrlly  on  the  bond,  the  conduct  ol  Mr.  Morris;  and  tbat  other  tneaua  would 
be  taken  In  hand  by  the  Consistory, 

Domlne  Lnmbertus  de  Ronde  stated  to  the  ConBlstory  the  death  of  his  mother 

and   the  pressing  oeoesslty  of  his  going  to  the  Fatherland,  with  a  request  for  a 

release   for   a   time   from    tbe   congregation ;   and   other   circumstances   which   tbe 

Consistory  promised    to  consider  and  to  give  an  answer  by  next  Tuesday  at  6  P.  U. 

Signed  etc., 

Archibald  Laldlle,  p.  t.  President. 

Now  York,  Jnly  14th,   1772, 

Bcsolved.  iMpectlng  the  proposal  of  domlne  Jjambertns  de  Ronde: 
1.  Tbat  the  Conalatory  li  coavlnced  of  the  necessity  of  bis  Reverence's  departure 
Xo  Btdland,  and  permits  him,  as  second  Dntcb  minister,  to  go  tot  b  7«bv  m  U^ifeew 
uonths  at  th«  rnrttaest,  before  they  will  be  tree  to  cftU  antittkeT  Vn  ^\b  9\&ce. 
J2B 
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2.  That  the  Consistory  cannot  consent  to  let  his  salary  continne  during  his 
absence,  but  will  pay  him  £150.  for  his  trayellng  expenses,  on  his  bond,  wlthoat 
Interest. 

Signed  etc., 

Archibald  Laldlle. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

(Kingston.) 

1772,  July  20th.     Tho  Rev.  Depj).  have  rcceiveil  u  letter  from 

Kingston,  dated  April  10,  1772,  signed  bx-  the  Elders  and  DeaccHis. 

xiv.  280. 

Synodalia,  1772. 

New  York  and  Xew  Jersey.     Art  43.     Inseratur  the  report  of 
our  Committee  ad  res  Exteras.     xiv.  298. 

Acts  of  the  Synod  of  Xortii  ITolla:cd,  July  28-ArG.  6, 1772, 

Pp.  37-42.     Vol.  C5. 

Article  44. — New  York  and  Xew  Jersey. 

Their  Hon.  Mightlnosses.  the  Corresponding  Delegates  and  the  Deputies  will  all 
be  glad  to  hear  good  news  from  those  regions.  All  the  Classes  gire  this  matter 
Into  the  bands  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  wishing  the  church  there  socceas, 
and  asking  the  Classis  to  continue  its  efforts:  expressing  their  thanks  also  for  ill 
the  infomiation  oomniunicatod  to  the  Rev.  Assembly. 

The  Classis  of  Amstordnni  informs  tb'^  Christian  Synod  of  Its  having  received  a 
letter  from  tlie   Rev.  Convention  of  .>ters  and  Eiders  of  the  Reformed  Dntcb 

Cbun'hes  in  tlie  I'rovinces  of  New  \ork  and  New  Jersey,  assembled  at  the  kind 
request  of  tlie  Rev.  Consistory  of  New  York,  at  that  place,  Oct.  15,  16,  17,  and  18, 
1771,  for  the  purimse  of  planniug  for  the  peace  and  unity  of  the  churches.  Tbs 
letter  was  dnt«'d  Oct.  is.  1771.  and  sljrned  by  John  H.  Livingston.  S.S.Th.  Doctor, 
Verb!  Divini  Minister,  Neo  KhoraoensiM,  President:  Isaac  Rysdyk,  V.  D.  M.  of 
Flshkill,  etc.,  Serlbn.  nnd  Ellardus  Westerio.  V.  D.  M.  of  Albany,  Scrlba.  R 
stated  tliat  tiie  letters,  written  by  the  riassis  to  the  Brethren  of  the  Conferentle 
and  the  (.foetus,  had  duly  been  received  by  their  Reverences:  that  therenpon  the 
Consistory  of  New  York  liad  invited  their  churches  to  come  together  there  for  tl» 
purpose  of  plannlnp  for  ii  dcslrnlWe  Union:  that  shortly  after  that,  the  most  of 
them  liJKi  assembled  th<'re:  that  their  Revs,  hud  already  received  several  reports 
concerning:  those  who  witc  absent,  whii'h  went  to  show  that  the  greater  part  of 
them  had  stayed  away  on  account  of  domestic  inconveniences,  and  so  led  them  to 
hope  that  the  Plan  of  Union  would  meet  their  pleasure. 

This  Plan,  taken  from  the  minutes  of  their  Assembly,  held  from  the  15th  to 
the  18th  of  October,  they  had,  as  their  Revs,  write,  the  honor  of  obligingly  and 
dutifully  sending  with  their  letter  to  the  Classis,  and  with  the  hnmble  and  most 
earnest  request  that  it  would  consider  the  same  as  soon  as  possible,  and  approTt 
it  in  nccorflance  with  the  general  desire  of  the  churches  assembled. 

They  flatter  themselves  with  the  hope  that  this  beginning  of  peace,  love  and 
unity  will  be  parti«^nlarly  agreeable  to  the  Classis.  while  its  care  for  the  Churcli 
of  (rod  in  that  country  makes  them  confident  that,  after  the  Union  so  happily 
elTected,  the  Classis  will  take  special  pleasure,  in  what.  In  the  Interest  of  ttelf 
churches,   they  have  taken  the  liberty  to  submit  for  its  consideration  and  advlca 

The  approval  of  the  Cna.a?\\«i  \s  of  so  great  Importance  that,  without  It  nothtej 
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'  deflnLte[;  settled:  am]  In  this  psrtknlar  It  would  have  bo  much  Influence, 
11.  CIbsbIb,  as  their  Revs.  hope,  will  be  the  more  readllj  aad  strongly  moied 
ir  a  general,  well-established  Dillon, 

letter  closes  with  a  request  for  a  (BTorable  aD<l  eadr  anower. 

Minutes  Ol  the  aboyementlaiied  CoQTeatlon,  coaaiBtlDS  ot  22  mlalsten  and 
ers,  46  members  In  all,  which  were  forwarded,  with  the  letter  mentioned,  to 

re  folluw  the  MInulea  of  the  Coaventlon  complete.  See  Oct.  lS-18,  ITTl.] 
—In  a  poxscrlpt  to  the  aforeaald  letter  their  Revs.  «tate  that  In  the  MlDntei 
[r  CoDTentlon  the;  bud  forgotten  to  mentloD  that  Sev.  Bermana*  Mejer 
Dd  cbeerfull;  agreed  with  them  about  the  Articles  ot  Union, 
tier,  written  by  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  New  York  to  the  Ctassli  concemlDg 
atler.  contained  anioug  other  things  the  following: 

t,  as  tbe  letters  from  (he  Classls  bare  served  be  the  basla  ol  their  UdIod, 
:  tbe  Plan  (of  Union)  wblcb  It  propoaed  waa  follomd  u  cIomIt  to  poMbla 
Articles  of  tbelr  Union,  their  Hers,  had  renaon  to  hops  that  the  Plan  wonid 
eptsble  to  all  tbe  churches  In  that  country;  and  that,  therefore,  they  wish 

may  please  tbe  Classls  to  accept  tbe  Plan  In  Us  entirety,  and  lo  approve  It 
It  essential  cbaDses,  In  order  that  by  means  of  Its  conflrmBtlon  with  fnll  coQ- 
f  the  Classls.  tbe  Peace  and  Dnioo  effected  may  be  tbe  more  readily  w*l- 
by  all.  and  endare  for  all  time. 

t.  after  mature  deliberation  tbe  names  ot  "ConventloD"  and  "CoetDs"  were 
enttoned.  but  only  those  ot  Particular  and  General  Assemblies  were  nsed. 
•e  the  old  name  ot  Coetiia  Is  so  well  liked  In  that  country,  that  It  la  lo  be 

that  man;  who  trouble  themselTea  more  about  names  than  things  mlgbt. 
?  sake  of  tbe  name,  not  unite  with  them;  and  Ibe  name  of  Conrenllon  also. 
ig  the  same  with  that  of  an  Assembly  of  BplscopBl  ministers,  would  not  be 
le   lo  them. 

(.  as  we  live  so  far  removed  from  tbem.  and  possibly  cannot  be  so  well 
nteU  with  the  partlcnlar  domestic  clrcumBtaneea  of  tbelr  charcbee  as  those 
re  there,  their  Revs,  take  the  liberty  to  state  that,  llring  under  sn  Engllsb 
iment.  they  are  by  their  beloved  rulers  eatobllsbed  In  their  "freedom"  and 
Ir  '■  Fk^cleslastlcnl  Acts.-  as  a  Netherland  Chnrch;  and  that  tbey  are  sur- 
'd  slso  by  a  number  of  aeets  which  have,  all  of  them.  ■  bigh  regard  for 
from  Ibe  fact  that  they  bear  tbe  name  of.  and  are  eseentlally  one  with,  the 
ncd  Netberland  ZIon.  From  this  It  appears  how  necessary  It  Is  for  them  lo 
In  all  things  that  tbey  are  Indeed  a  Holland  Cburch,  and  tbsl  they  hold 
•Ives,  not  only  to  the  Doctrine,  bnt  also,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  the  Form 
-ernment  esUbllshed  by  the  Synod  of  Dordrecbt  In  16IS  and  ISIS;  and  that. 
jre.  It  would  be,  not  only  for  their  respectable  standing,  but  even  for  their 
.  to  have  tbe  very  name  and  form  ot  government  ot  the  cburebea  Id  Holland; 
int,  becanse  Ibey  ore  Inlcnt  an  a  strong  connection  (aterke  verblntemlsse) 
belr  Mother  Church,  and  becaunc  such  connection  cannot  well  be  maintained 
the  names  of  Classls  and  Synod,  tbey  have  resolved  to  abide  by  tbe  names 
llcular  and  General  Assemblies. 

[.  finally,  their  Revs,  feet  assured  tbnt  tbe  agreeable  tidings  concerning  their 
iplly  effected  peace  will  be  a  matter  of  rejoicing  lo  the  ClasslB:  they  also 
1  the  hope  that  tbe  Lord,  who  has  begun  thus  remarkably  to  bless  tbem,  will 
Je  lo  be  wltb  them,  and  eslabllnb  there  a  flourishing  Cbnrcb-Slste.  a  true 
.etberland.  a  Daughter,  who  shall  be  to  her  respected  Mother  an  honor,  ond 
I  bo.  a  Pella. 

Classls.  to  which  the  cnre  of  the  Cburch  ot  New  York  and  New  Jersey  was 
■  tbe  Christian  Synod,  by  its  action  In  the  year  1758,  (ITBS)  and  which.  In 
ir  1770.  was  reqneafed  by  tbe  Christian  Synod  to  keep  the  churches  of  New 
ind  New  Jersey  under  Its  supenlslon.  and.  In  matters  that  conA  up,  lo  act 
Ing  lo  circumstances,  bas.  In  order  to  cause  no  delay  In  this  salntary  work 
ce,  but  rather  to  cause  It  to  come  lo  a  full  conclusion,  at  Its  drat  meeting 
be  receipt  of  the  agreeable  reports,  maturely  considered  ths  Articles  framed. 
UDd  tbat  tbey  substantially  agree  with  tbe  Plan  pmposed;  and.  taking  Into 
t   at*o.   all    tba   special   clrcumstancea    In    which    the   New   Toit   and    New 

chnrehea  are  situated.  It  has  unanimously  approved  the  P\Mi  ot  T^uVa, 
it  making  any  ebange  therein  or  aading  anytbtoB  therelo,  UeartSV^  AwMVui 
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that  those  brcthroD  also  who  were  not  present  at  the  meeting  and  those  d 
which  have  not  yet  accepted  this  Plan  may  be  anlmatcHl  with  the  same  i 
peace  and  Unity,  and  accept  the  Plan  of  Union  without  making  e«sential  < 
therein;  In  such  a  way.  however,  that  the  General  Amembly  of  the  United  b 
or  churchee  shall  not  only  retain  the  liberty,  bnt,  according  to  the  content 
Articles  approved  by  the  Clnssis,  be  also  obliged  to  make  such  additions  as 
latious  concerning  domestic  matters  as  the  well-being  of  the  churches  shall 

Whereof,  the  now  United  Brethren.  MinUters  and  Elders  of  the  Chnrchei 
Provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  were  by  the  Classla.  by  the  Hrrt 
tanity.  via.  London,  informed.  Their  Hon.  Mightinesses,  the  CorrespoDdln 
gates,  the  I>eputles  and  all  the  Classes  are  glad  that  peace  has  been  effeei 
accept  the  reports,  for  information. 

In  answer  to  the  letter  of  Rev.  Martinet;  a  letter  was  received  from  the 
terian  Synod  of  Now  York  and  Philadelphia,  containing  a  declaration  of  it 
to  enter  into  corrosiwndence  with  the  North  Tlolland  Synod;  bnt,  as  the  i 
anziona  to  know  what  matters  that  correspondence  is  to  cover,  it  asks  tb 
to  send  a  most  friendly  reply  to  the  at>ove  named  letter. 


Chuecii  of  Xew  York. 

New  Tork.  Ang.  Srd, 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Upon  the  foregoing  resolution,  domlne  Lambertns  de  Ronde  made  a 
representation,  that  he  had  the  consent  of  varions  neighboring  ministers 
form  service,  dnring  his  absence,  at  the  Consistory's  request.  For  this  li 
satisfy  them.  He  therefore  requested  that  the  salary  might  conttarae  da 
absence  without  any  reduction. 

After  long  consideration  the  Consistory  resolved  that  the  foregoing  Bi 
t>e  repealed,  and  in  its  place  that  his  Reverence  should  receive  £1(M>..  on  I 
for  one  year,  without  Interest;  £r>0.  for  a  present;  and  £50.  yearly,  to  be 
his  wife  in  quarterly  payments:  and  further,  the  Consistory  would  provide 
service  and  pay  the  ministers  during  his  absence. 

Signed  etc., 

Archibald  Laldlie,  p.  t.  Pre! 


Church  of  Xew  York. 

New  York,  Oct.  5th, 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  Elders  Theodore  Van  Wyck,  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  Isaac  Roosevelt  an« 
Lott  were  chosen,  with  the  ministers,  to  attend  the  ensuing  Meeting  of  1 
and  Elders,  with  the  same  authority  as  In  the  previous  meeting. 

The  Deacon  Jno.  Steg  was  directed  to  make  a  new  vault  in  the  New 
yard,  which  he  undertook  to  do. 

Resolved,  That  no  wood  be  laid  In  for  stoves  in  the  churches  during  th 
season. 

Signed. 

J.  H.  Livingston,  p.  t.  Pre 

General  Meeting  of  !^[INISTERs  and  Elders  of  New  Yo; 

Xew   »Tet?sey,   Oct.    1772.     In   !Mints.   of  Sy: 

XoRTTi  Holland,  .Tuly,  1773,  Art.  46. 

Extracts. — Approval  of  Calls. 

Rev.  H.  Meyer  presented  to  the  Rev.  Body  a  Call  from  Totowa  and  Pom] 
requested  its  k\nd  approvcA,  'vYAcVi  x^tji*  t&ttiuXfc^,  Va.  ^Q>xv\i«AilQn  with  hfoart] 
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dMire*  tot  K   bl««aliir  upon   tbe   itsoL    The   Rct.    Bodj,   Kt   thti   mc«tliiEi 
vred  tb«  teatlmonlal  given  >l  bli  regnest  to  Dr.  Hermamia  Merer  I>7  the  latt 
Meot  and  Clerk,  and  decided  It  anfflclent. 


Cask  of  J.  Abondbds. 

)  Rey.  Bodr  percelvlog  tbat  a  certain  Joannea  Arondcna  elalma  to  be  a 
1  Dotch  Minister,  while  ret,  aa  (ar,  as  ther  know,  be  la  poaaeiHed  of  do 
■faaUatlcal  nttestatlon,  this  Hct.  Bodr  want  all  Reformed  Churchea  not  to  admit 
^  or  anr  otben  who  have  Dot  anltable  teatlmoolala  to  tbe  mlnlBtratloa  of  the 


Time  and  Pijicb  of  Meeting. 

The  KeDllemen  appolnlsd  a  committee  more  partlcalsrlr  to  define  tbe  time  ODd 
mi»  of  the  Qeneral  and  Particular  ecclealaatlcal  meetlnga  wblch  are  to  be  held, 
Vorted  to  the  Bev.  Bodr.  that  accordtag  to  Ibelr  luaDlmons  jDdcmeat. 

L  Tbe  General  Meeting  might  coaveolentlr,  according  to  former  uaase.  be  held 
«  the  llrat  Tneedar  Of  October;  and  that  alnce  It  baa  noir.  three  tlmea  In  aoccaa- 
■B,  been  held  at  Ner  York.  It  should  next  be  held  at  Klnffston,  and  thenceforth 
Dnnatelr  at  these  pieces.  In  aecordance  with  the  Plan  of  Union,  Art.  XTIII. 

I.  BwpectlDg  the  Partlcnlar  Bodies,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion: 

|l)  Tbat  the  moat  saltable  time  of  meeting  will  be  the  third  Tuesdar  id  Bep- 
IMbiii  the  membera  of  tbe  aame  belDg  left  at  liberty  afterwards  to  make  aneb 
:^r  reKnladons  with  refereoce  to  tt  as  they  mar  ho  heat  able;  as  alao, 

(b)  That  tbe  calling  of  the  Partlcnlar  meetings,  both  ordinary  and  eitraordlnarr, 
kill  now.  for  the  fliet  time,  be  eiecnted  bj  the  oldest  Hlnlster  la  jean  and 
MtTlce  of  each  of  them: 

Of  that  of  New  York.  Rer.  Joannes  Rltsems;  Slogstou,  ReT.  Isaac  Rysdyki 
JIWDr.  Rbt.  J.  C.  Freyenmoet:  New  Bmaawlck,  Rev.  Joannes  Lerdt;  HackeDsack. 
«>.  J.  H.  Goetschlns. 

>.  Respecting  the  congregatlona  which  still  stand  aloof,  ther  sre  of  opinion  that, 
W  rtaaon  of  the  distance  and  for  greater  convenience,  privIlegB  shonld  be  given 
Mm  to  anbsctibe  tbe  Articles  of  Union  In  the  Partlcnlar  Assemblies,  ■  copr  and 
■vort  of  wblch  sbonld  be  given  and  made  to  the  next  Oeneral  Meeting;  and  to  thia 
Bd.  aa  well  aa  for  tbe  purpose  of  recording  their  Acts,  each  body  shall  keep  a 
nA  or  ledger  In  which.  Drat  of  all.  the  ArUcles  of  the  Plan  of  Union  shall  be 
■ctfnllr  recorded,  and  be  again  flrst  Bobscrtt>ed  br  tbe  component  membon 
•■Asrebr  opportnnltr  .will  at  the  same  time  be  afforded  to  those  congregations  to 
■feacilbe  which  have  not  aa  yet  done  so. 

4.  Ther  are  also  of  opinion,  that  each  particular  body  should  be  required  U> 
wUrer.  br  their  delsgatea,  their  Minutes  to  the  Qeneral  EcclealflBtlcal  Bodr.  to  tbe 
■Id  that,  by  comparing  the  order  and  method  of  procedure  adopted  In  them  with 
ht  Articles  of  Union,  the  same  mar.  as  far  as  possible,  be  rendered  nnlform. 

These  things  having  been  considered,  the  Rev.  Bodr  resolved  to  change  the  pro- 
vsal  of  tbe  Commltlee  Into  a  resolntlon  of  this  Rev.  Body. 

P  KO  FE  SSORATE, 

The  snbjeot  of  Profeaaorsblp  having  been  In  the  most  careful,  aerlous  and  atten- 
tv«  manner  considered,  and  having  been  discussed  at  length.  It  was  conclnded  by 
tfe*  Rev.  Bbdy.  that  there  was  as  yet  no  prospect  of  coasnmmatlng  this  object, 
■peclallr  as  it  waa  feared  tbat  a  collection  at  the  present  time  might  give  occasloo 
«  some  of  tbe  congregations  wblch  ret  stood  aloof,  still  longer  to  defer  lubscrlblng, 
•(aides  canaing  other  Inconveniences. 

Wherefore,  the  Rev.  Body,  althongh  to  their  regret  postponed  action  on  this 
■bject,  with  earnest  recommendation  a.  notwithstanding  to  tb«  MspecW^e  \nA^i«u 
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not  only  to  keop  the  matter  alive  and  most  earnestly  lay  It  to  heart,  bnt.  at  til 
convenient  opportunities,  to  represent  It  to  their  congregations  as  one  of  the  chtef  | 
prerequUltea  to  the  well-being  of  our  Church ;  mnd  at  the  nme  time  to  seek  to 
ascertain  how  far  It  might  be  possible  for  each  one  to  establish  in  his  congregatloo  . 
a  fund  for  the  forementioued  purpose,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  next  Geneitl 
Meeting. 

Ee8t  Pij^ces  for  Students. 

Is.  in  the  meantime.  Rrsolccd,  That  If,  in  the  interval,  any  stndents  should  be 
desirous  of  Inking  prepared  for  the  holy  ministry,  they  shall  resort  to  one  of  tbe 
following  places,  as  best  calculated  to  secure  a  learned  education,  viz:  New  York, 
Albany,  Flshklll,  Rarltnn.  and  Hackensack. 

Kingston  and  Rev.  Meyer* 

It  further  seemed  fit  to  the  Rev.  Body,  in  order  to  effect  an  adjustment  of  tbt 
dillicultii^  at  Kingston,  to  appoint  a  committee,  to  produce,  if  possible,  a  recoD- 
dilation  as  well  between  the  congregation  and  Rev.  Meyer  as  between  the  dlfferait 
parties  In  the  congregation.  The  gentlemen  delegated  were  Revs.  J.  Rysdyk  tnd 
E.  Westerlo. 


The  General  ^Ieetino  of  Xew  York  and  New  Jersey,  Feb 
Rev.   J.   ir.  Goetsckius,   President  and  John   C.  Rubel, 

ScKIBE,    TO    THE    Cl^\SSIS    OF    AMSTERDAM^    SeCOND    TuESDAY, 

Oct.  1772.     Vol.  33,  Page  410.     No.  484. 

(Abstract) 

In  this  they  say  that  they  recelevd  our  letter,  with  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  tbt 
year  1771   in  K^od  order  and  In  due  time.     In  the  name  of  the  General  Meeting 
they  tbanked  us  for  the  fraternal  love  and  care  shown  them  in  this  way.    They  siy 
that  they   wore  glad   to  notice  from  our  letter  the  satisfaction  wliich  the  Qasii 
takes   In   the  I^nion   effected   by   them;   and   declare   themselves   willing  to  employ 
every   means  and   effort  to  bring  the  brethren,   who  still  keep  at  a  distance,  uA 
their  churches,  to  their  love — Inspired  Union  and  the  signing  of  the  Articles  adopted. 
To  which  end  they  will,  if  necessary,  take  the  liberty  to  ask  the  Classis  for  adrict 
They  send,  in  name  of  the  general  Assembly,  the  Minutes  of  their  session,  held  oa 
the  second  Tuesday  in  the  month  of  October,  1772.     From  thifc  we  can  sec  wlitt  to 
the  state  of  their  churches,  for  the  Improvement  of  which  they  pray;  and  close  vltt., 
congratulation. 

Church  of  Xew  York. 

New  York,  Oct  30th,  1771 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  two  lots  in  Maiden  Lane  lying  next  to  the  house  of  CoL 
Robert  Livingston,  be  leased  to  Walter  Heyer  and  Jonathan  Blake  for  a  term  rf 
fifteen  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £25.  for  the  two.  This  they  shall  divide  vltk 
each  another  and  each  bring  his  quota. 

2.  The  Elder  Brinckerhoff,  presented  a  general  account  of  receipts  and  eipeo^ 
tures  of  the  collections  from  the  beginning  made  In  these  congregations  under  EnjU* 
worship,  from  May  17,  17G4  up  to  October  20,  1772,  amounting  in  all  to  £2911:1**»'  ] 
Out  of  this  had  been  paid,  according  to  custom,  founded  on  the  proposal  ibo 
resolution  of  Mr.  Abram  Lefferts  and  others,  in  Joly  21,  1763,  since  the  aforcii" 
English  service  In  the  New  Church  was  begun,  as  follows :  Two  thirds  of  tkt 
expense  of  the  salary  of  the  chorister ;  one  half  for  the  support  of  the  poor;  tU  ^ 
costs  of  the  candles;  an^  tuilYieT,  a\\  XYial  vK«ce^i^ax^l  \MVQti8ed  to  the  Bagiii^  *^ 


<i 


OP  THE  State  op  New  York.  4255 

Tlce,  amounting  In  the  aforesaid  time  to  £1018:18:10;  bo  that  there  waa  a 
remainder  of  £992:15:0.  This  account  was  read  In  Consistory  and  approyed  and 
thereon  Resolyed 

1.  That  the  same  be  recorded  In  the  Deacon's  book. 

2.  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  church  strike  off  the  sum  of  £4S6:  4:  2,  for  the 
printing  etc.  of  the  English  Psalm  book,  and  put  the  said  sum  to  the  Debit  of  the 
Deacons. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  H.  Liylngston,  p.  t  President 

Rev.  John  Arondbus  at  New  York,  to  the  Very  Rev.  Classis 

of  Amsterdam,  Dec.  2,  1772. 

Portfolio,  "  New  York/'  Vol.  II.     Also  Abstract,  in  Vol.  33,  page 

389.     No.  477.     Postage  paid  to  London. 

If uch  Respected  Sirs  and  Brethren : — 

When  I  brought  to  your  Revs,  a  package  of  letters  from  Jamaica,  on  Long  Island, 
it  became  sufficiently  clear  from  my  certificate  that  I  could  no  longer  find  my  neces- 
sary support  In  Kings  County.  The  entire  Consistory  of  the  five  united  churches, 
however,  made  request  that  I  might  be  helped. 

After  I  had  Invested  three-fourths  of  my  capital  (staatje)  in  Gelderland,  I  went 
to  live  under  the  government  of  the  King  of  Denmark  for  several  years,  because 
living  there  was  very  cheap.  I  found  there  but  thirteen  people  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  whom  I  sought  to  edify  as  well  as  myself.  And  when  some  years  later 
my  only  Income  (interest)  failed,  I  was  obliged  to  employ  a  lawyer;  and  now  I  have 
lost  everything,  as  I  can  prove  by  a  letter  received  from  him. 

The  thought  then  occurred  to  me  that,  inasmuch  great  numbers  sail  for  America, 

yearly,  coming  from  many  quarters,  the  spiritual  harvest  there  must  be  great;  and 

that,  it  would  be  best  for  me  to  locate  there.     So  I  went  there  from  Holland  with  a 

proper  certificate.     I   then   found   that   there  was   need  of  thirteen   ministers  for 

places,  all  of  which  I  can  name,  and  which  are  vacant  to  this  day.     But  everywhere 

they  told  me  that  they  had  been  instructed  to  let  no  one  preach  In  their  churches 

•ave  those  who  were  approved  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     This  necessitated  me 

to  -preach  In  houses  and  barns,  for  which  I  received  8  or  9  stivers,  Dutch  money, 

besides  free  residence.     After  doing  this  for  five  years,  the  people  became  disaffected 

through  the  Influence  of  envious  slanderers.    They  gave  me,  however,  a  certificate 

in  which  they  state  that  they  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  other  churches  will  find 

Ithat  my  manner  of  life  Is  blamolCBs,  and  my  tencbing  very  acceptable,  and  blest. 

I  was  asked  further  what  I  thought  of  Van  Slnderen's  saying  from  the  pulpit,  that. 

In  the  old  countries  I  had  hanged  myself,  and  had  then  been  burled  at  a  crossroad. 

X  replied,  "  That  is  a  falsehood  which  requires  no  answer."     In  this  country  nothing 

oan  be  done  on  account  of  any  slanders,  unless  It  can  be  proven   that,  becnnse  of 

"^hem,  losses  have  been  sustained.     Finally,  the  question  was  asked :     **  What  about 

'^hat  report  concerning  unchastlty?"     I  asked  the  two  deacons  (whose  names  were) 

x&entioned,  "Did  you  accuse  me  of  unchastlty?"     Their  reply  was,  "  O  no,  Sir." 

-^kM  soon  as  I  learned  that  I  was  charged  with  such  an  utter  falsehood,  I  took  my 

^lath  before  Justice  Nagel ;  and  I  am  very  willing  to  suffer  the  penalty  for  perjury, 

^  any  one  can  prove  that  I  have  made  use  of  such  unholy  language  (as  perjury). 

••  Well,"  said  I,  "  then  I  must  have  your  written  testimony,  signed  by  these  wlt- 

"Viesses,  in  order  to  prevent  damaging  consequences." 

Thereupon  I  let  one  of  the  oldest  ministers  read  all  the  said  writings,  and  his 
was,  "  If  our  Conferentle  had  been  enabled  to  act  by  Itself,  you  would  have 
readily  and  long  since  relieved ;  but  now  everything  seems  to  have  become  a 
Babel  of  confusion."     Another  minister  said,  "  I  find  the  seed  of  the  devil  In 
^^t  bat  I  will  risk  my  blood  and  life  to  keep  it  from  exercising  any  Influence."    One 
who  hapi>ened  to  hear  it,  said :     "  I  do  not  at  all  doubt  but  tYieX  \\i&  t«^t\. 
^W  pass  away  and  come  to  nothing."    Whereupon  another  e\deT  %«l\^,  "  1^i^  IvJiX^"^- 
of  Bucb  la  without  real  love,  like  that  between  the  cows  and  tkia  ^\ea?* 
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So  I  find  myself  oeceMltated  to  take  refnge  with  your  Rert. ;  and  I  moit  honbly 
ask  for  a  farorable  restoration,  In  order  that  I  may  be  found  to  abound  and  to  br 
steadfast  in  the  work  of  the  Most  Hlsh.  If  the  answer  I  hope  for  might  corns  to  m 
under  cover,  addressed  to  Mr.  Hendrik  Oudenaarde,  merchant  at  New  York  It  wmU 
be'tfure  to  find  Its  way  to  me. 

Wishing  your  Revs,  every  blessing,  I  sign  myself,  as  in  tmth, 

Toor  Very  Revs. 

Most  obliged  Senrant, 

John  Arooden. 
Written  at  New  York, 

December  2,  1772. 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Dee.  15th,  177t 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Resolved,  that  the  collections  In  the  Old  Church  and  the  New  Church  shall  be 
In  accordance  with  the  6th  of  the  8  Articles,  (Dec.  10,  1762)  for  the  chari4i  ui 
the  poor  members,  and  that  they  be  no  more  kept  separate:  and  although  the 
resolution  of  July  21.  1763.  is  Impaired  by  this.  Inasmuch  as  the  ministers  In  thi 
English  Bcrvloe  may  l>e  deprived  of  the  funds,  in  case  the  subscription  runs  ihoit; 
yet  the  Consistory  deems  it  better  to  supply  that  lack  by  the  overplus  of  tl» 
Elders*  revenues:  and  if.  In  course  of  time,  this  should  occasion  any  diflicflltTf 
the  English  minister  shall  have  the  right  to  appeal  to  the  resolution  of  July  ^ 
1768.  Therefore  the  records,  in  the  Deacons*  book,  shall  remain  as  they  are,  » 
far  as  to  denote  separately  the  collections  in  the  separate  services. 

A  new  bond  was  signed  and  sealed  to  Capt.  Jno.  Shoals,  for  £600l  at  ^ 
per  cent.,  in  place  of  one  called  In  by  Mr.  Henry  van  der  SplegeL 

Resolved.  That  It  shall  be  published  next  Sunday  afternoon  in  the  North  Chtnck 
that  they  who  are  In  arrears  for  pew  rents  In  that  Church  shall  make  paymcBt 
before  the  20th  or  25th  of  January  next;  otherwise  the  pews  shall  be  let  to  tbe 
first  comer. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltsema,  p.t.  President 

Tub  Trustees  of  Queens  College,  (Per  Revs.  J.  R.  Harden- 
BERGK,  John  Leydt,  and  John  M.  Van  Harlinoen),  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Dec.  30,  1772.  Vol.  33,  Page  415. 
No.  485. 

(Abstract.) 

In  this  letter  they  any  that,  In  response  to  the  rwiuest  of  the  overseers  (op»l«i^ 
ders)  of  their  Church,  his  Exccllonoy,  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  has  granted 
a  Charter  for  the  eHtabllshmont  of  a  **  School  "  In  the  interest  of  the  Dotcb 
Reformed  Church.  That  the  nmple  Prlvllepes  of  that  Charter  give  hope  of  t^^^ 
that  School  prow  to  be  a  complete  University.  They  send  us  a  printed  copy  *' 
the  Charter  In  the  Eupllsh  Ijinjrunge.  They  say  thnt  thnt  School  la  name* 
"Qneens  College*'  and  is  located  at  New  Brunswick,  and  has  now  been  opened 
under  the  direction  of  two  lustructors,  (lecnneesters)  who  teach  the  usatl  1«d^ 
uaRes,  arts  nnd  sciences,  (gewone  talen,  kunsten  en  Wetenschappen).  They  ^^ 
celve  thnt  the  prosperity  of  thnt  College  depends  on  the  qualifications  of  the  <>"• 
who  is  to  fill  the  office  of  Its  President.  The  Trustees  (Cnratoren)  have,  therefore. 
comml88lone<l  the  undersigned  to  look  about  for  a  capable  person  who  wo«l" 
administer  thnt  office  on  fnvornble  conditions,  and  to  report  to  them  on  thdr 
commisaiQtn.  These  noiw  come  to  na  for  refuge,  and  request  that  we  wooM  ^ 
pleased  to  correspond  with  the  Faculty  of  Utrecht  with  a  view  to  obtaining  * 
person  who  is  possessed  of  the  following  qualifications: 

1.  He  is  to  fill  the  office  of  a  Professor  of  Theology,  for  those  who  Wi»t  *• 
atudj  Theology. 
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2.  He  la  to  aasutne  the  maDageiiieut  (opperbeatler)  of  thoM  who  are  loBlcacted 
luiiKiiiigeB,  etc.,  through  tutors,  ddUI  the  time  when  tbe  TtuBtees  (Cnntoreo) 

all  l>e  In  a  condition  to  support  profeHora  Id  Phllosoptiy. 

3.  On  the  Lord's  Daj  he  will  have  to  do  more  or  teas  of  the  work  ot  a  minister, 
id  BO  will  have  to  be  a  member  of  b  higher  or  lower  Church  Asieoibly,  con- 
rmal-ly  to  tbeir  adopted  Actlcles.  Ther  bIbo  ask  di,  Id  pBBslng,  that  we  woald 
t  them  know  what  BBlBrr,  we  think,  that  professor  oogbt  to  bare  bettdes  tbe 
'ufcssloual  residence. 

4.  He  muat  be  a  man  of  tried  pletf. 

a.  Attached  to  tbe  Constitution  of  tbe  Netberland  Church, 
e.  A  mnu  of  thorough  learulDg. 

7.  Well-BBtuced, 

8.  Free  and  frlendl;  In  converaatlon. 

5.  He  should  t»e  master  of  the  English  langnage.  (H;  dlent  de  Bngelsehe  tail 
.igtig  te  irn.).  because  of  the  Increasing  prevalence  of  that  language,  and  becansfl 
le  atuaeota  uhderstaad  nothing  of  the  Dutch  language.  He  might  dictate  Id 
atlD,   but  be  could  not  BBtlaf;   therewith   all  tbe   requlrementa  of  bis  ofQce  as 

10,  Finally,  he  should  be  pleased  to  dictate  on  Uark's  Uedulla. 

By  anticipation  they  say  that.  If  Mr.  Professor  Bonnet,  wbo,  BCcordlug  to  well- 
landed  reports  wblcb  seem  to  have  come  to  them,  had  formerly  bad,  and  may 
:lll  have,  a  desire  to  build  ap  the  churches  In  Iheir  region.  coQld  make  np  his 
dnd  to  come  over  lo  tbem.  It  would  be  most  acceptable  because  bis  High  Rev. 
as  all  tbe  required  gnallScalloos.  and  would  easily  acquire  (he  BDgllsh  language. 

Ibey  furlber  say  that  tbey  are  well  aware  of  tbe  fact  that  It  will  he  dlOlcalt  to 
idoce  a  peraon,  possessed  of  tbe  said  quallflcatlons.  to  leave  tbe  Fatherland  and 
Is  friends:  but  that  tbey  set  over  agalQal  that,  what  they  hope  may  prevail  with 
Im,  namely, 

L  The  service  that  would  be  rendered  to  tbe  church — the  laying  of  the  founda- 
looB.  upon  which  It  would  be  built  for  ages  to  come. 

2.  The  Trustees  (Curatoren)  will  not  scrimp  on  the  salary. 

3.  Living  Is  cbeap,  and  there  Is  a  plenty  of  everTthlng. 

4.  Finally,  tbey  say  that  God  Is  able  lo  Incline  tbe  heart  betelo. 

Id  concloBton  tbey  ask  for  an  answer  from  us  as  apeedlly  aa  possible;  for  It  IB 
heir  wish  that  wc  may  be  made  worthy  of  taking  part  In  a  matter  of  so  great 
mpartance:  and  that  God  may  guide  na  Id  our  search,  and  caoae  the  man, 
hoMD  to  this  work,  to  come  to  our  hands. 

Thej  close  with  congratulations. 

GOVEENOII    TrYOX    TO    THE    EaEL   OF   DaETMOUTH. 

Grants  to  Dellius,  east  of  Champlain.     Rights  of  New  York. 

New  York,  January  S,  1TT3. 

My  Lord. 

Qodtrey  Delllns's  purchBSe  from  the  Mohocks,  and  grant  under  tbe  Seal  of  New 
lotk  In  the  year  lOM,  la  esteemed  a  memorable  proof  of  tbe  right  of  this  Province. 
"Mtr  tlie  Crown,  to  the  lands  on  Lake  Champlain,  It  comprehends  a  large  Tract 
*«<Ulng  from    Sara^togt   along   Hadwn'a   Hirer,    the   Wood   CM«k,   and   Lain 

^ampliln,  on  tbe  East  aide  npwarda  of  twenty  miles,  to  the  northward  of  Crown 
^obit;  and  It  la  thought,  a  circumstance  of  no  smalt  Importance,  that  this  grant 
*■■  r*pea1ed  by  the  Legislature  Id  the  year  1690  as  an  extravagant  favour  to  one 
*b]eet:  which  Act  would  have  been  a  nullity  If  that  territory  had  not  been  within 
*•  JorlBdlctlon  of  this  Province,* 

-Col.  Doca.  N.  Y.  VoL  vllL  pp.  342.  8*4-8. 


f^Buita  ot  ue  Tow^hln  of  Leyden  to  tbe  I 
Stttt  to  SlngB  College  and  to  TrlDltv  Church. 
*^itelr  lost  to  tbesnutees.  by  being  tncind 


I  tbesnul 
%  ardci*  1 


tnclnded  la  tta«  Btkt«  ot  ■^wmoiit.   ft««  «n^ 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

(New  York.) 

1773,  Jan.  12th.  Art.  4.  A  letter  was  received  from  New 
York,  together  with  their  Acta,  containing  the  transactions  of  the 
General  Meeting  held  June  16,  1772,  and  following  days.  These 
were  read  to  the  Classis.  The  Classis  rejoices  in  the  harmonious 
and  blessed  condition  of  the  church,  and  wishes  upon  them  the 
Lord's  blessing.  Also  a  private  letter  was  received,  stating  that 
in  October,  1772,  sixty-two  churches  entered  into  that  Union,  and 
with  one  mind  will  cherish  the  best  interests  of  the  churches 
there.     In  all  this  the  Classis  greatly  rejoices,     xiv.  306. 

(New  York.) 

Art.  4.  With  other  letters,  a  letter  to  New  York  and  Ne^ 
Jersey  was  read.  All  these  letters  are  to  be  found  in  the  Acta 
Deputatorum  and  were  approved  for  forwarding,     xiv.  806. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  Gentlemen  Consti- 
tuting the  •'"Assembly  of  the  United  Brethren  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church  in  the  Provinces  of  New  York 
AND  Xew  Jei{sey."     Jan.  12,  1773.     Vol.  31,  No.  241. 

We  rerrived  with  much  Joy  your  ever  welcome  lines,  together  with  the  Minute* 
of  the  Rev.  General  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Churches  of  the  Provlncos  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  held  June  16th  and  ff»I- 
lowing  days,  1772.  Therefrom  we  learn  with  much  satisfaction,  that  our  letter  of 
January  14th  1772  came  speedily  to  your  hands  and  produced  such  effecta,  tbi* 
the  worthy  Consistory  of  New  York  was  pleased  at  once  to  make  known  Its  gen- 
eral contents,  by  circular  letter,  to  the  several  chuR'hes,  as  well  as  the  apprortl 
of  the  I'LAN  sent  to  us;  un<l  that  all  this  was  done  with  as  much  satisfaction  M 
joy.  We  give  our  thanks  to  the  worthy  Consistory  of  New  York;  also  to  the  Gen- 
eral Meeting,  for  the  declaration  of  thanks  which  they  were  pleased  to  mak* 
through  the  mouth  of  their  Kev.  President  (Rysdyck),  and  for  the  trouble  and  lov- 
ing care  taken:  wliile  we  also  y)ray  that  their  labor  of  love  may  ever  be  remembered 
of  (Jtxl.  We  re<'(»t:nize  in  all  lliis  a  pn)<)f  of  their  hearty  and  well-meanlnff  wal 
for  the  preser\'ati<>n  of  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  In  the  bonds  of  peace.  We  pwT 
that  the  Lord  will  f(»ll()w  all  these  good  endeavors  with  his  blessing,  and  will 
enable  you  richly  to  enjoy  the  peaceable  fruits  of  the  same.  We  have  already, 
with  gladness,  observed  tliat  this  labor  In  the  Lord  has  not  been  In  vain,  but  bai 
resulted  In  one  common  gathering  of  almost  all  the  churches;  and  through  their 
ministers  and  elders  th<?y  have  gladly  signed  the  Articles  of  Peace  already  approved 
by  us.  Only  a  few  are  to  be  expected,  who  had  not  yet  received  sufficient  autlior- 
Ity  from  their  congregations.  Meantime  we  hope  to  learn  that  these  churcbea* 
after  they  shall  have  obtained  more  Information,  have  united  themselres.' hetrtllT 
and  willingly,  to  the  olboT  congte^BiWoii*.  «.\.  Wi^  \si««Uns  to  be  held  in  October. 
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:t  e«Daes  m  J07.  If  we  bare  bj  our  letters.  contHbnted  anylhiiis  to  Tour  edlO- 
loD.  SDd  tbat  fan  look  upon  oar  eSortB  as  a  proof  of  out  love,  and  of  tbe 
•Tideat  care  wblcb  we  bare  tot  roar  cbDTcbes.  But  we  gladl;  take  this  can 
iQ  oaiaplres.  We  an  never  happier  tban  wben  we  can  conlrlbate  oar  sbare  to 
>  commoQ  good.  Yea,  out  ]or  li  iDcteased,  If  we  bare  done  anrthlng  to  odIIb 
r  hearts  more  cloaelr  together,  and  that  fon  are  stimulated  to  complete  in  tbe 
eoslh  of  the  Lord,  your  well  begun  wock. 

We  tbauk  ;on  heartily  for  the  Mlnates  traDamltted  to  D«  of  the  Meeting.  We 
ngle  our  tbanksglvlngs  and  our  pmrera  to  strengtbeD  that  which  he  has  already 
ought  In  you.  We  cannot  omit  to  Infonn  ran  bow  greBtly  tbe  entire  Gbilatlaa 
nod  WHS  filled  with  ]or  at  tbe  good-tldlnga  of  the  ONION  of  jour  charcbes.  Tbe 
norable  cItU  Commissioners,  with  alt  the  members  of  that  Aasemblr  eipraaaed 
elr  thankful  acknowledgemeala  ot  God's  favor,  aod  their  own  gladDess  while 
trj  one  ntteted  a  beartfelt  desire  tbat  tbe  Ood  of  pears  would  be  with  rou.    Of 

this  joa  will  become  more  fnllr  aware  by  tbe  MlDotes  of  the  Srnod.  which.  In 
oof  of  out  loving  care  we  have  the  honor  to  send  you.  Therein  joa  will  And  a 
Dot  ot  th*  Joy  and  eallsfactloD  of  db  all.  as  well  as  In  tbe  fact  that  that  High 
■sembly  resolved  to  have  tbe  Mlnntea  of  your  Assembly,  approved  by  ns  In  II* 
inie.  Incorporated  In  Its  onn  Ulnntes. 
Far  tbe  rest,  we  pray  fervently  tbat  the  God  of  peace  may  ectabllsb  tbe  work 

peace,  follow  It  with  bis  Divine  approval,  and  bring  It  to  a  desirable  end.  so 
at  alt  tbe  cbarcbea  In  that  land,  ao  far  distant  from  us,  may  have  peace  and  be 
tabtlsbed.  and  the  Qod  of  peace  reign  In  their  hearts:  yea.  tbat  tbe  peace  of  Ood, 
klcb  passetb  all  onderatandlng.  may  keep  tbeir  hearts  and  minds  tbrongb  Cbrlst 
<na.  Thus  may  tbey  bave  part  In  the  benefits  of  tbe  Kingdom  of  tbe  Savior, 
Uck  Is  rlgbteoDsnesa  and  peace  and  Joy  In  the  Holy  Gboat.  May  they  eipeitcnce 
e  fnldltment  of  the  Lord's  promise,  that  great  msy  be  ttie  peace  of  the  cbltdren 

tbe  Cburcb:  and  tbat  he  may  extend  peace  to  her  as  a  river.  Thereto  may  be 
MS  yonr  labor  to  tbe  winning  of  sonls,  and  make  your  peace  like  tbe  billows  of 
•  sea,  and  enable  yon  to  experience  how  good  and  pleaaant  It  Is  for  brethren  to 
"•■]  togetber  In  nolty.  Uaj  the  Lord  command  bif  blearing  npoi  yon;  even 
tmal  life.     May  you  he  blessed  In  your  pervons.  et«..  etc. 

I.  B.  Bek.  Dep.  Praeses. 
S.  Claver,  Dep.  Scrlba. 
■wtetdam. 

Jan.  IZ,  1TT3. 

CiiDEcn  OF  New  York. 
Chorister. 

New  Xork,  Jan.  21.  1TT8. 

Cootlstory  held  after  calUog  on  Qod's  name. 

1-  The  Deacons  Inquired  whether  they  should  pay  tbe  salary  of  tbe  tale  Mr. 

•tp  up  to  this  day? 

Besolved,    Tbnt  since   the   son   of  Mr.   Wclp  has  hitherto  provided   for  tbe  pre- 

otorshlp.  the  full  sum  ot  six  ponnds.  ten  shIIIInga  and  nine  pence  shall  be  given. 

2.  Whether    the    payment    tor    the    Conststory    Chamber    shall    now    oontlnueT 

•olved.  That  Blnce  Mr.  Welp  owed  a  nolo  of  £20.,  of  which  Ave  ponnds  are  still 

•.  which  woQid  be  discharged  by  twice  fltty  uhllllnfn.,  ending  with  May  1773,  Ihs 

't  Bhould  be  unrrendered  aa  paid,  and  henceforth  no  rent  be  paid  (or  the  Con- 

8.  Whether  the  eipenRes  of  Mr.  Wclp's  funeral  should  be  paid  by  tbe  DeaconsT 
•;  the  acconnt  should  be  called  for  and  paid. 

<-  Should  Anthony  Welp  continue  fn  the  servlceT  The  Consistory  at  present  can 
'k*  no  new  appolulment.  But  as  Anthony  Welp  has  now  taken  cbarge  of  tbe 
'^lee,  be  la  allon-ed  to  contlnne  therein  nnlll  Inrther  orders.  For  each  Sunday 
•halt  receive  fonr  ehllllngs,  and  elno  hnve  tbe  recording  of  the  (haptlstns  of  the) 
'Mren  In  the  Old  Chnrch,  Still  If  In  time  any  one  come*  forward  to  execots 
'  gifts  for  once  be  shall  apply  to  domlne  Bitiema,  and  in  SDcb  a  case  Anthony 
BIp  shall  give  place.  Further  tbe  widow  with  ber  family  m^W  T«tiia.Vii  \a  \^ie 
•Kth  house  until  May  1773  wKboot  charge. 
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An  account  was  presented  by  Messrs.  Abeel  and  Byrank  for  £5:2:1; 
Gerardus  Duycking  for  £8:12:5.  These  bills  Mr.  Evert  Bancker  was  dii 
pay. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltzema.  p.  t.  Pres 

CuuKcii  OF  New  York. 
Prisoners  for  Debt. 

New  York,  March  17th, 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

An  oral  request  was  made  In  the  name  of  Isaac  ran  Hoek,  now  in  prls* 
debt  of  £25.,  for  the  payment  of  this  sum,  with  the  promise  that  It  should 
ward  be  deducted  from  his  salary ;  asking  also  for  the  payment  of  two  year 
when  he  wonld  be  able  to  retrlere  his  affairsL  Tlis  Consistory  resolT 
although  they  lelt  a  Christian  sympathy  with  him  and  his,  this  was  quit 
their  power. 

Signed  etc., 

Archibald  L&ldlle,  p.  t  Pre 

New  School  Teacher. 

New  York,  March  19tii, 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  A  proposition  was  presented  for  a  new  school-master  in  place  of  M 
deceased.     This  was  considered  by  the  Consistory  and  is  as  follows : 

Since  Mr.  Nicholas  Welp,  our  free  school-master,  has  died,  it  is  highly  i 
to  appoint  another  to  Instruct  thirty  poor  children.  In  reading,  writing  and 
ing.  both  In  I^ngllsh  and  In  Dutch.  And  upon  inquiry  we  hare  foond  a  t 
In  Mr.  Peter  van  Steenberg,  who  Is  competent  to  instruct  children  in  both  la 
If  the  ronslstory  Is  so  Inclined.  The  present  school-house  and  Consistory 
Is  alRo  so  decay(>d  that  It  cannot  stand  much  longer.  It  is  therefore  suggest( 
Consistory,  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  take  down  the  old  school- 
once,  and  put  up  a  new  one,  several  feet  longer,  and  several  feet  broader 
present ;  and  also  make  it  one  story  higher  for  a  Consistory  Chamber  and  Ca 
Room.  Ttius  would  the  dwelling  bouse  and  the  new  building  be  brought  u 
roof.  The  building  should  be  a  frame  building,  with  a  brick  front,  whlcl 
built  before  the  new  school-master  can  be  ready  to  come. 

If  then  the  Consistory  think  it  necessary  to  call  the  aforesaid  school-mas 
sugfi:ested   whether  the  following  would  not  be  a  proper  provision  for  his 
1.  For  the  instruction  of  thirty  poor  children  In  both  languages  as  above 
lings  per  quarter,  for  reading,  writing  and  cyphering,  £ 

2.  For  flre-wood  for  the  same  each  year 

3.  For  books,  paper.  Ink,  quills,  etc.  yearly 

4.  Consistory  Chamber  and  Catechists  room, 
kindling  of  fires,  and  lighting  of  candles, 

£ 
N.  B.     Flre-wood  and  candles  to  be  provided  by  the  Deacons. 

5.  The   school-master   to   have   a   house   and   garden   free,    and   the  prh 
Instructing  so  many  other  children,  not  above  tnlrty,  as  he  conveniently 
also  keeping  school  In  the  evening. 

The  Consistory  Immediately  resolved  to  carry  out  these  suggestions  as  I 
best  thing  they  could  do  under  present  circumstances. 

2.  It  was  further  Resolved  to  appoint  a  committee  to  prepare  a  call  on 
Steenberg,  for  one  year.  In  accordance  with  this  proposition.  The  Presi^ 
Elders,  Lott,  P.  Lott,  Brlnkerhoff,  Rapelye,  and  Duryee  were  appointed  then 

3.  The  Elders,  BrinckerhotT,  Duycking  and  Beekman,  and  the  Deacons,  A 
Hoffman  were  appo\nle^  a  comnAU!^  l^x  \}ti%  «c^fi\i<^n.  of  the  Imlldlai^ 

^\fgn»^  «\<^ 
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Chl'ech  of  New  York. 
Call  of  the  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  Now  York 
on  i[r.  Peter  van  Steenburgh,  at  present  school  master  at  Flat- 
bush  on  Long  Island,     (iilareh  20, 1773.) 

Od  account  of  the  deatb  of  Mr.  Nlcbalas  Welp,  school  maiter  of  the  Dutch  Cougie- 
xatloD  In  New  York,  the  ecbool  li  broken  up.     On  tbla  account  tba  children  «S  Uu 
poor  ol  our  CongreKRtloD  are  dcBtltute  ol  the  neceaaarr   iDBtractlou.     Alio  da 
eiperlencc   teaches   us   tbnt   (be   KuKllNb   laoRuni^e   In   this  lanU   la   gaining  au 
preTalence  that  (be  Dutch  Innguage  la  coodnually  dlmlalablng,  and  li  going  out 
HM.    The  Conslstor;   of  New   York,   tberetore,   have   deemed   it   proper  to   call 
peraon  who  Is  qualified  to  Instruct  and  educate  the  cblldreo  In  the  English  as  w 
w  the  Dutch  language.    This  will  opea  the  wa;  to  Induce  the  children  of  the  pool 
of  OUT  coagreRBtloQ   to  receive  Instruction   Id   the   language   which   thej   or   th 
parent!  maj  choose.     The  Conslstor;  bavlng  bad  man;   larorable  teatlmonlali 
joar   gifts   and   quallfl cations,   and   also   having   seen   some    proofs   thereof,   bare 
unanlmoDsly   agreed   that  70U   were   a   proper   person   to   whom   a   cull   ahonld   b* 
prcaented.     Learning  also  that  fou  are  faTorablj  disposed  to  andertake  tbe  Mrttc* 
of  Bcbool  master,  If  an  adequate  support  should  be  given,  they  have   resolved  t* 
nuke  a  call  upon  jou,  and  the;  humbly  do  coll  you  to  Instruct  the  children  of  tlw 
poor  of  our  congregation,  to  the  number  hereafter  named,  both  In  the  English  and 
Datch    laagUBge*.    as    may    be    required,    and    to    teach    them    reading,    writing   and 
arithmetic ;  also  tbe  questions  In   the  Ileldelbergh,  Catechism  or  snch  other  as  la 
conformable  to  the  doctrine  of  our  Du(cb  Cburcb.     The  scbolars  are  to  be  lostnicted 
and  eierclaed  therein  at  least  once  a  week,     Tbe  school  Is  to  be  opened  every  morn- 
big,  and  also  closed,  with  prayer.  In  order  that  everything  may  be  conducted  with 
•ner  and  to  edlflcatloa.  and  prove  a  good  example  to  all  present.     We  promlae  t* 
pay  you  for  tbe  service  thus  rendered : 

nrtt;  For  the  Instruction  of  thirty  poor  children  In  the  Dutch  or  Bngltah  Ian- 
gnage.  ■■  above  stated.  In  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  tbe  fourth  part  of  wblcb 
■ball  be  paid  every  three  months.  £60. 

geeond,  rirewood  for  one  year.  £8. 

riWrd.  Booka.  paper,  Ink.  quills,  etc.  far  one  year,  £6. 

foHrlk.  For  taking  care  of  and  clenulng  tbe  Consistory  and  Catecblaing  Chatnbeia, 
■Bd  tb«  making  of  llrea  and  lli^htlng  candles  when  required.  £S. 

M.B-     The  wood  and    cnnctlrs   for  the   sold   Chamber  shall   be   fnrnlabed   by   the 


Ftfih.  For  your  encouragement,  yon  shall  have  a  dwelling  boase  and  garden  free, 
and  also  a  good  room  for  the  acbool. 

SIctH.  It  shall  be  allowed  to  you  to  Instruct  as  many  other  children  a*  may  offer 
flMnteltes  to  yon,  but  not  beyond  the  number  at  thirty,  and  also  to  keep  an  evening 

Tbla  our  Bgreemect  with  yon.  shall,  according  to  your  request,  be  tor  one  year, 
ntkonlog  from  tbe  first  day  of  June  neil.  If.  then  It  shall  not  be  agreeable  (0  you 
to  continue  longer  our  school  master,  yon  shall  be  bound  to  give  notice  to  Consistory, 
three  months  before  the  expiration  of  jonr  lahora.  that  tbey  may,  during  that  tima, 
^orlde  another  teacber.  But  If.  tben,  the  Conslatory  abould  be  Mtlsfled  with  yonr 
lastmctlan  and  service  and  be  dealrona  that  you  ahould  longer  contlnne  oDr  acbool 
Master,  farther  stipulations  may  be  made. 
We  hope  the  above  offer  will  mept  wllb  yonr  approbation. 

Wishing  yon  and  your  family  all  prosperity  and  bleailng,  we  remain,  with  great 
Kspect 
In  the  name  and  by  order  of  Consistory, 

Sonr  servant*, 

Archibald  Laldlle.  Prealdent,  p.  L 
Jacob  Dnryee 
Gerrll  Eapelye 
Abraham  P.  Lott 
lUa  waa  accepted  by  Mr.  van  Steenburgb.  Dlrck  BrlDCkerhoC 

■•»  Tgcl^  March  M,  1T1B. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

(Arondeus.) 

1773,  April  6th.  Art.  8.  The  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  read  a 
letter  from  Rev.  John  Arondeus,  from  New  York,  dated  December 
2,  1772.     xiv.  310. 

CuuRcii  OF  New  York. 
New  School  House. 

New  York,  May  3rd,  1773. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  committee  appointed  for  the  building  of  the  new  school  house,  represented 
that  money  was  needed  to  boy  materials  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  shall  furnish  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary,  from 
time  to  time,  for  the  building  of  the  aald  school  house,  proTided  the  amount  doei 
not  exceed  four  hundred  pounds. 

Signed  etc 

Archibald  Laldlle,  p.t  PiesldeDt 

New  Tork,  May  a4th.  177S. 

This  being  the  quarterly  meeting.  It  was  Resolved,  That  the  widow  of  Ur. 
Nicholas  Welp  shall  receive  from  the  Consistory  the  aum  of  twenty  poondi  for 
her  yearly  support. 

Township  of  Leyden. 

New  York,  June  2ad.  1773. 

Consistory  held  In  the  North  Church,  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  committee  appointed  for  the  settling  of  the  Township  of  Leyden,  presented 
certain  propositions  upon  which  they  thought  that  It  could  be  conveniently  peopled: 
but  the  Consistory  upon  further  consideration  did  not  think  It  best  that  the 
whole  tract  should  be  settled  at  once;  but  that  the  committee  should  send  Mr. 
Cockburn  or  Mr.  Gale  to  lay  out  the  whole.  In  lots  of  two  hundred  acres:— first, 
one  town  plot  In  the  most  suitable  place,  and  in  It  a  piece  of  ground  for  a  Court 
house;  also  for  a  farm  for  a  minister;  acres  for  a  school  master,  etc,  etc. 


New  York  June  4th,  1773. 
Consistory  hold  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  Instructions  were  presented  for  Mr.  S.  Gale,  the  surveyor.  In  laying  out  the 
Township  of  Leyden.  These  were  read  and  approved,  and  referred  to  the  coo- 
mlttoe  to  make  agreement  with  him. 

2.  Resolved,  That  an  order  be  jjlven  to  the  Treasurer  to  pay  two  and  seTenty 
pounds  to  the  snld  laud  measurer  for  his  use. 

3.  An  nocouut  of  Mr.  Henry  Slkkels  for  repairs  of  domlne  Ritxema's  honse, 
amounting:  to  £13:19:1,  was  presented,  and  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer. 

4.  An  Ideulure  for  the  vault  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Anthony  In  the  church  yard  of  th« 
Old  Church  was  presented  and  approved,  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  aetl  ^ 
affixed. 

Signed  etc. 

J.  H.  Llringgton,  p.  t.  Pretldent 
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The  General  Meeting  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  Per 
Rev,  Jacob  R.  Habdenbergh  of  Rabitan,  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  June  3,  1773.     Vol.  33,  Page  417.     No.  486. 

(Abatnct.) 

Ther  aaj  In  tbia  letter,  tbat  the  reaaon  wbr  we  received  tbe  preTlou  letter 
odI^  after  ancb  a  Iodk  Interval  of  (Ime,  waa  owlns  to  tbe  IncoDvenleacea  of 
navlsatloD  between  tbelr  eonati;  and  BollaDd.  The  letter  bAd  remalaed  at  New 
Tork.  and  waa  aat  aent  DDtll  tbtee  weeks  ago,  SDd  then  bj  war  of  Eaglaod. 

The;  further  Inform  db,  that  eoplea  ot  the  lettera  aent  to  ua  (the  Claaala)  were 
delivered  and  uDanlmaiiEl}-  approved,  wblle  tbe  writer  was  Instructed  to  Inform 
as  of  the  late  receipt  of  the  lettera  (to  themT) 

They  hoped  that  we  would  connlder  the  lettera  aent  ua  aa  coming,  not  from  the 
eommiltee  oalj,  but  from  the  entire  respected  Aaaembly.  and  thua  Judge  them  to 
be  of  the  more  welgbt:  and  tbaC  tbe  trouble  we  are  asked  to  take  maj-  not  prove 


In  a  Poatacrlpt.  written  In  Engltab  on  a  amall  bit  of  paper,  we  are  advlaed  aa  to 
directing  ovit  anawer. 

Chiirch  of  New  York. 

Quit  rents  remitted  for  Townahip  of  Leyden, 

New  Tork.  June  22nd,  1IT3. 

Constat orj  held  after  calling  on  Ood'a  name. 

A  letter  waa  delivered,  encloalng  a  full  remlaalon  from  our  gractona  Sovereign, 
Slug  Oeorge  III,  of  the  quit-rents  of  tbe  Townahlp  of  Le;den,  In  conaeqnence 
ot  a  petition  made  to  bla  Uajesty  by  thla  Chnrcb.  TbIa  waa  received  with  especial 
]o;  by  tbe  Consistory,  who  charged  tbe  committee  on  thla  matter  to  prepare  and 
forward  a  suitable  addreaa  of  thanks  to  hin  Malesty.  aa  alao  to  bis  Ministers  of 
State,  by  whose  Influence  this  was  obtained:  also  to  Mr.  William  Kllly  Who  baa 
been  our  agent  and  correspondent  In  thla  matter. 

Porther.  Resolved.  That  this  committee  make  a  full  report  of  all  thair  proceed- 
Inga  In  relation  to  tbe  obtaining  of  the  remlaalon.  ao  that  It  may  be  recorded  In 
tbe  Book  of  tbe  Stale  of  tbe  Townahlp  of  Leyden. 

Resolved.  That  thanka  be  tendered  to  the  treaanter,  Lott,  for  bis  special  palm 
la  this  matter,  and  be  being  preaent  In  tbe  Conalatory  aa  a  Ruling  Elder,  thla  doly 
waa  performed  forthwith  by  tbe  Prealdent. 

An  account  for  fil2:!e:9,  wna  presented  for  n  silver  salver,  given  by  the  Elders 
to  tbe  learned,  T.   Th.   Wllheimua  Uaaa,  Minister  at  St.  Croli,  for  his  accepUble 
service  at  varlona  times  InsI  winter,  to  tbe  great  satisfaction  of  the  congregation. 
This  waa  accepted  and  an  order  given  to  tbe  treasurer.  Baocker.  to  pay  It. 
Signed  etc. 

J.  H.  LIvtagatoQ,  p.  t.  Prealdent. 

New  Tork,  July  2nd,  ITTS. 

Consistory  beld  after  calling  on  Ood'a  name. 

Tbe  King  of  Great  Brltnln's  warrant  for  the  remlBslon  of  tbe  qolt  renta  npon 
tbe  Townahlp  of  Leyden.  forever,  or  bo  long  as  tbe  same  was  In  posaeaslon  of  tbe 
Dutch  Reformed  Congregation  of  Jesns  Cbrlat  In  the  City  of  New  York,  waa  pre- 
■rated  and  read.  Alao  (a  letter)  from  Mr.  William  Kllly,  wbo  aent  over  the 
warrant  to  ua  and  lo  whose  dlsereet  and  lealona  efforts  we  are  eapeclally  Indebted 
for  tbla  fcvot  of  oar  graclouB  Sovereign. 

Addreaae*  ot  tbanka  to  bla  Majesty,  and  to  different  (enttemen  around  bla 
tblODe.  were  preaented  by  tbe  committee.  Tbeie  being  read,  were  a.t>OTQ^«&  uA 
Md*r«d  to  be  forwarded. 
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ResolvcMl.  Ttiat  £60.  sferllng.  to  be  paid  by  Treasurer  Bancker,  for  the  costs  of 
the  remission  of  the  quit  rents  of  the  Township  of  Leyden. 

Signed  etc. 

J.  Rltxema,  p.  t.  PrestdeoL 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Syxodalia,  1773. 

Orange  Nassau,  Art.  5.     The  Classis  perseveres  in  cordial  and 

fervent  prayers  to  the  All  Sufficient  God,  that  Hi?  most  precious 

blessings  may  rest  upon  His  Illustrious  Highness,  the  Lord  Prince, 

Netherland's  Hereditary  Stadholder,  and  the  House  of  Orange 

Nassau,  particularly  upon  the  Hereditary  Prince,  bom  to  the  joy 

of  the  country,  unto  length  of  days ;  and  commends  all  that  may 

be  appropriate  to  this  Article  to  Messrs.  Depp,  by  continuance. 

xiv.  817. 

Letters. 

1773,  July  19th.  Art.  6.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras 
read  an  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Meeting  of  Min- 
isters and  Elders  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  New  York 
and  New  Jersey,  dated  the  second  Tuesday  in  October,  1772,  and 
signed  J.  H.  Goetschius,  President,  and  J.  C.  Rubel,  Clerk,   xiv. 

316. 

Synodalia,  1773. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey.  Art.  43.  Inseratur  the  report  of 
our  Committee  ad  res  Exteras.     xiv.  325. 

Acts  ok  Tin:  Synod  of  Xortii  Holland,  1773. 
Article  4G. — Xkw  York  and  New  Jersey. 

In  the  nnmo  of  tho  CIabsIs  of  AmstPrdam,  the  Adsessor  communicated  the  fo^ 

lowinfT.  with  rojfnrd  to  those  churches: 
(Ilere  occur  the  Minutes  of  the  Songlon  of  October  1772.) 
(At  the  close  of  these  Minutes):    The  Glassls  of  Amsterdam  Is  thanked  for  tbe 

report  made,  and  requested  to  continue  Its  correspondence  with  those  chnrchet. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Free  Public  School. 

New  York,  Aug.  dth,  1778- 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  new  school  hou^e  belnR  ready  for  the  reception  of  the  children,  the  Con- 
sistory adopted  the  following  In  respect  to  the  free  scholars: 
1.  No  boy  shall  be  received  under  nine,  and  no  girl  under  eight  years  of  iff^* 
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2.  No  child,  80  received,  shall  remain  In  the  school  longer  than  three  years,  so 
as  to  make  room  for  new  ones;  yet  If  no  new  ones  be  hindered  thereby,  they  may 
remain. 

3.  The  children  of  members  shall  have  the  preference  above  others.  If  more  than 
thirty  be  taken. 

4.  It  was  further  Resolved.  That  every  three  months  when  the  quarter  sessions 
are  held,  the  Consistory  shall  make  a  pabllc  visitation  of  the  school,  to  see  what 
progress  the  scholars  are  making.  Also  the  Elders  and  Deacons  shall  do  this 
monthly. 

The  President  for  the  time  being,  and  the  Elders,  C.  Clopper,  D.  Brlnckerhoff 
and  6.  Beekman,  and  the  Deacons,  G.  Abeel,  J.  Stontenberg,  and  Isaac  Kip,  are 
appointed  a  committee  for  one  year,  to  receive  the  children  Into  the  school,  and 
determine  the  general  matters  concerning  It:  and  also  from  time  to  time,  to  give 
information  to  the  Consistory  as  to  Its  condition. 

Also  Resolved,  That  the  minister  shall  give  notice  from  the  pulpit  to  the  con- 
gregation that  next  Monday  at  11  o*clock  the  committee  will  receive  scholars  into 
the  free  school,  and  that  every  one  who  has  children  can  present  them  there. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  H.  Livingston,  p.  t.  President. 

New  York,  Aug.  26,  1773. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Some  proposals  for  the  settling  of  the  Township  of  Leyden  were  presented  by 
the  committee,  and  with  a  sleight  amendment,  were  approved. 

Signed, 

J.  H.  Livingston,  p.  t.  President. 

New  York,  Aug.  81,  1773. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Domine  Ritzema  reported  the  names  of  the  persons  who  had  made  an  exhibition 
of  their  gifts  as  choristers  in  the  Old  Church.  Thereupon  it  was  Resolved,  L 
That  the  recording  of  the  children  In  the  Old  Church  shall  be  by  Mr.  Steen- 
berg,  according  to  a  former  resolution  of  Consistory. 

2.  The  salary  of  the  Clerk,  yearly.  Is  fixed  at  £12.  New  York  money  in  place 
of  £10.,  because  of  the  loss  of  the  recording  fees. 

3.  Reinler  Hoppe  was  chosen  by  a  majority  to  be  chorister  and  Clerk  in  the 
Old  Chorch. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  given  to  Treasurer  Bancker  to  pay  to  the  committee 
on  the  school  house  £100.,  In  order  to  pay  off  Messrs.  Steg  and  Bost. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  H.  Livingston,  p.  t.  President. 

New  York,  Sept.  16,  1778. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

1.  Jacob  Duryee,  Dirk  Brlnckeroff,  Zacharlas  Zikkles  and  Jakobus  Roosevelt 
were  chosen  to  attend  the  next  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  on  the  coming 
Tuesday. 

2.  Mrs.  Welp  requested  that  the  support  promised  her  by  the  Consistory,  May 
24,  1773.  might  be  given,  and  to  know  from  whom  she  should  receive  It.  Resolved, 
That  it  be  paid  to  her  every  quarter  from  May  first,  by  the  Treasurer,  Bancker. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  H.  Livingston,  p.  t.  President. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

1773,  Oct.  4th.  The  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  read  a  let- 
ter from  Xew  Brunswick,  dated  December  30,  1772,  signed  by 
Jacob  Rutse  Hardenberg. 
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Also  a  letter  from  Raritan,  dated  June  3,  1773,  signed  Jacob 
Butse  Hardenberg. 

Also  a  member  of  this  bodv  read  a  letter  from  Prof.  Franc 
Burmannus  written  in  the  name  of  the  Theological  Faculty  at 
Utrecht,  dated  September  17,  1773.  It  mainly  stated  that  the 
Theological  Faculty  at  Utrecht  is  not  disinclined  to  suggest  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  one  or  more  persons,  who  would  be  capable 
of  being  Professor  and  President  in  Xew  Jersey ;  and  requests  a 
brief  letter  in  reply  regarding  the  idea  of  the  Classis  on  this  mat- 
ter.    The  letter  was  handed  over  to  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras. 

The  Bev.  Classis  judges  that  first  of  all  the  Bev.  Deputati  ad 
res  Exteras  shall  reply  to  Professor  Burmannus.  That  his  letter 
was  read  to  Bev.  Classis,  and  that  the  Classis  shall  transmit  in 
writing  the  Article  upon  this  subject,  as  it  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Acta  of  the  Synod. 

That  the  Classis  cannot  yet  do  anything  in  this  matter,  for  fear 
of  unpleasantnesses ;  but  we  shall  write  to  New  York  that  we 
have  received  such  a  letter ;  and  we  will  ask  advice  thereon,  since 
that  letter  does  not  harmonize  with  the  Article  on  the  Professorate 
as  found  in  the  Acta.  Wlien  a  reply  has  been  received,  we  will 
report  thereon. 

Also  a  letter  was  received  from  Drakenstein,  (Cape  Colony) 
dated  Feb.  25,  1772,  and  sif^icd  by  twenty  one  persons.  Finally 
one  was  reeoivod  from  Siirinanie,  dated  Feb.  11,  1773,  and  signed 
by  Jacob  Talland,  V.  D.  M.  and  Clerk,     xiv.  329,  330. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 
Meeting  of  Deputies,  Oct.  4, 1773. 
Also  (2)  Deputati  read  a  letter  from  New  Brunswick  dated 
Sept.  30,  1772,  si^ied  J.  R.  Hardenberg;  (3)  also  a  letter  from 
Raritan,  dated  June  3,  1773,  signed  J.  R.  Hardenberg;  (4)  tbe 
Classis  places  in  the  hands  of  Deputies,  a  letter  from  Professor 
Franciscus  Burmannus  in  the  name  of  the  Theological  Faculty  of 
Utrecht,  dated  Sept.  17,  1773,  stating  that  this  faculty  is  not  dis- 
inclined, to  propose  to  tVve  Gl«LS»ft\a  of  Amsterdam  one  or  Viore 
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persons  who  would  be  capable  of  being  Professor  or  President  in 
2^ew  Jersey,  requesting  a  note  in  reply  regarding  the  opinion  of 
Classis  in  the  premises.  Deputati  are  requested  to  reply  to  Pro- 
fessor Burmannus,  and  to  transcribe  in  that  reply  the  article  on 
this  matter,  as  it  is  to  be  foimd  in  the  Acta  of  Synod  of  this 
year;  mentioning  in  addition  that  Classis  can  do  nothing  in  this 
matter  as  yet,  fearing  new  disturbances,  but  will  write  to  New 
York  that  we  have  written  a  letter,  and  therefor  ask  advice, 
since  the  letter  does  not  agree  with  the  article  in  the  Acta  regard- 
ing the  professorate.  And  when  we  receive  an  answer  we  shall 
give  notice  thereof.     Vol.  xxiv:  180-1. 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Oct  4th,  1778. 
CoQBlitDry  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Inasmuch  as  William  Nixon  has  assumed  the  lease  of  Isaac  Selover  on  condition 
that  a  new  lease  should  be  given  from  now  on,  at  a  yearly  rent  of  £10.,  and  he 
engages  to  pay  the  £18.  due  thereon  with  the  interest;  and  to  pay  a  rent  of  £14.; 
and  requests  that  the  lease  may  be  renewed  after  15  years :  All  this  is  agreed  to 
by  the  Consistory,  and  they  recommend  the  same  to  be  carried  oat  by  their  sac- 
cessors  in  office. 

It  was  promised  to  Henry  Brlnckerhoff  at  his  request  that  his  lease  should  be 
renewed  for  16  years,  to  begin  May  first  next,  as  above. 

Signed, 

J.  Bitsema,  p.  t.  President. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Francis  Marschalk,  permission  was  given  to  some  person 
In  the  North  Church  plot  to  show  the  suitable  place  for  vaults  therein.  Thereupon 
Messrs.  Steg,  F.  Marschalk,  Duryee,  Abeel  and  Roosevelt  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee. 

The  account  of  Bir.  Brestede  was  presented  for  making  the  glass  windows  in  the 
Old  Church.     Tlie  Treasurer  was  ordered  to  pay  It. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Francis  Marschalk,  permission  was  given  to  some  person 
to  enclose  certain  lots  on  the  ground  of  the  Corporation,  on  condition  of  paying 
half-rent,  so  long  as  Consistory  approved. 

Signed, 

J.  Bitsema,  p.  t.  President. 

General  AIeeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Churches 
OF  New  York  and  Xew  Jersey,  October  5-8,  1773.  Mints. 
OF  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Vol.  33 :  449,  450.  Also  in 
Mints,  of  Synod  of  North  Holi^nd,  July,  1774.     Art.  47. 

Extracts. — Report  Respecting  Kingston. 

Bev.  Bysdyk  reported,  as  one  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  last  Rev.  General 
Meeting,  ini  relation  to  the  matters  at  Kingston,  that  he,  with  Bev.  WeatAtV^^  xi^s^ 
the  4th  of  November,  of  the  previous  year,  had  propoaeA  to  t\ift  B«^.  C^^Ti!A.iXQrs  ^ 
XSngston  a  plnn  ot  recoDclllatlon,  consisting  of  two  pacta,  ma\xi\i  «a  tn'^XQ^m"- 
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Firtt,  relative  to  the  Rev.  ConslBtory  and  Rev.  Meyer. 

1.  The  Rev.  ConalBtory,  considering  the  domestic  situation  of  Rer.  Meyer,  together 
with  the  present  circumstances  of  a  call  made  upon  him  to  Pomptosi  and  ToCowa» 
are  not  disinclined  to  bestow  upon  him,  upon  his  remoyal  to  his  new  station,  • 
sum  of  money. 

2.  The  exact  sum  shall  be  stated  in  confidence  by  the  Rey.  Consistory  to  the  Bar. 
Committee,  m-ho  shall  thereupon  ascertain  how  much  Rev.  Meyer  may  expect  la 
the  clrrunis:aiiceH,  that  thus  tho  Rov.  Coinmlttoc  may,  by  mutual  couHultatlon,  con- 
elude  whether  an  adjustment  in  this  respect  be  possible. 

8.  It  shall  subsequently  be  left  to  the  Judgment  and  determination  of  the  Rer. 
Committee,  conscientiously  and  as  before  God,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  fix  apoA 
the  sum  i)r«)piT  to  Iw  Kivt'U  and  nvt'lvod;  ami  the  Uev.  Coiisisiory,  as  well  as  Rer. 
Meyer,  shall  suitably  acquiesce  In  this  conscientious  determination  ot  the  Be?. 
Committee. 

4.  And  finally,  a  mutual  release  shall  be  given  in  presence  of  the  Rev.  Committsa. 

The  Lord,  the  God  of  peace,  bless  this  our  well-meant  and  pacific  propoaal  for 
the  production  of  mutual  peace  and  satisfaction. 

Signed  by  the  above-named  committee, 
Kingst<m,  4th  November,  1772. 

Secondly,  relative  to  the  Rev.  Consistory  and  the  members  who  had  followed  Re?. 
Mr.  Meyer  during;  hlM  contlnuaiico  there. 

1.  The  Rev.  Consistory  of  Kingston,  together  with  the  above  mentioned  manber% 
■hall,  by  way  of  provisions,  and  as  far  as  possible  please  to  nnlte  bj  tha  eommoA 
approval  and  reception  of  the  rian  of  Union  of  Reformed  Dutch  Chnrches  in  this 
country,  as  the  same  has  been  approved  by  the  Re?.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  and 
already  acceded  to  by  the  greater  part  of  the  congregations. 

2.  The  forenamed  members  shall  subsequently  be  admitted  tai  peaee  and  lof?a  to 
all  the  privileges  of  fellowship;  as  they  shall  also,  on  their  part,  In  all  laapacta 
recognize  the  Rev.  Consistory  and  submit  themselves  to  their  o?eralght. 

3.  Likewise,  shall  the  future  minlRter  be  reverenced  and  received  by  both  of  the 
now  united  parties  as  lawful,  whilst  he,  on  his  part,  shall  alao^  as  far  as  practicably 
acquiesce  in  this  jrenoral  arrangement  In  relation  to  his  conjCTepatlon. 

4.  Finally,  the  thus  harmonized  congregation  at  Kingston  (as  long  as  the  actoal 
Bubscrlptloo  of  the  known  rian  of  Union  has  not  taken  place)  shall  remain  In  tbt 
same  state  and  form  of  government  as  heretofore.  In  accordance  with  the  contents 
of  their  charter,  agreeably  to  the  ecclesiastical  regulations  ordained  In  the  Synod 
of  Dordrecht,   1018  and  1619. 

(Signed  as  above.) 

Whereupon,  the  Kev.  Consistory  delivered  to  the  Rev.  Committee  the  following 
answer : 

The  Rev.  Consistory  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Kingston  having  maturely 
considered  your  twofold  proposal  or  draft  of  an  adjustment  and  re-reconclllatlon 
between  the  Rev.  Dr.  Meyer  and  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  Nov.  4,  nT2,  and  soujrht 
to  ascertain  of  the  congregation  how  far  It  might  be  possible  to  satisfy  the  expecta- 
tion or  demand  of  Dr.  Meyer,  are  of  the  opinion  that  we  cannot  satisfy  the 
expectation  or  demand  of  Dr.  Meyer  in  the  proposed  manner,  but  that  we  not- 
withstanding, will.  In  brotherly  love,  lay  aside  the  differences  between  as,  as  wa 
believe  should  be  done. 

As  rei?ards  the  second  propofsal.  InaKmuch  as  you  were  of  opinion  that  If  the 
rtrst  part  of  tho  arraupcment  wore  not  effected,  there  could  be  no  room  for  the 
second,  we  pass  by  It  without  remark. 

Signed,  In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Rev.  Consistory. 

Abraham  Low. 

Khigston,   Sep.   16,   1773. 

The  Rev.  Consistory  were  thanked  for  this,  their  report  by  the  President 

PROFESSOKSniP. 

The  subject  of  the  Professorship  having  been  taken  Into  consideration,  the  pro> 
ceedlngs  of  the  several  Particular  ecclesiastical  Bodies  in  relation  to  it  were  read; 
whereupon  was  also  presented  and  read  a  letter  from  the  honorable  the 
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of  QnMoa  College  Id  New  Jenej,  contalDlng  a  nsiKCttal  addrcM  to  thl*  Bar. 
BaOf,  rept«««otliiK,  amoDg  otber  Utlngih  that  tliej  bad  written  to  the  B«t.  CUMIa 
ol  Amsterdam  am]  tlie  Rev.  Tbeologleal  Facalty  at  Ctrecbt,  reqoeitliis  tlkoae  Ber. 
Bodies  to  recommend  a  person  whom  the;  Jadged  qualified  to  b«  tailed  as  PrMldent 
In  Ihc  foremen tlnoeil  CoIIpkp.  who  sbould  n<  Che  same  time  InBtrocl  those  ;oDtb 
who  cbose  (o  place  themselTee  nnder  his  overalght  In  Sacred  Theologr,  and  wha 
wouirt  ronseqiipntLr.  a)trerBt.lj-  to  the  recelToa  Arlldoa  of  Union,  be  n  member  of 
the  Particular  and  General  ecclesiastical  Bodlea,  and  commending  the  forementlanad 
College  to  tbe  kind  regards  Of  hta  Bar.  Bodf. 

After  mature  deliberation,  the  Be*.  Bodf  came  to  the  following  eonelnsloos: 

1.  As  reelects  the  Frofesaor'a  place  of  residence:  that  Bnmswlck  Is  the  moat 
■oltsble,  on  accoant  of  his  relation  to  Queens  College  there  altaated,  aa  well  aa 
tor  the  Btudeots  In  regsrd  to  livelihood  and  other  drenmstaneea. 

2.  With  reference  to  his  sctoal  call,  the  Rev.  Bod;  coincide  with  the  honorabla 
the  Trastees  In  their  profMsal,  In  the  expectatlcsi  that  the;  will  call  no  peraoa 
aa  Professor  of  Sacred  Theolog;  hnt  one  who  la  recommended  h;  the  Bev.  Claaala 
of  Amsterdam,  whlcb  recommendation  the  honorable  the  Trustees  will  please  to 
commanEcate  to  the  Be*.  General  Bod;  before  the  call  Is  msda:  and  also,  that 
the  ProfesaoF  of  Theolog;  will  at  the  same  time  be  and  remain  Pieddant  of  tb« 
Collcae.  the  TbeolojilesI  FnciiU;  being  tbe  superior  In  rank, 

8.  For  further  carr;lDg  Into  execution  these  designs,  the  Rev.  Bod;  will  nss 
thi'lr  cndpiiTors  nnd  influeace  to  Increase  the  funa  which  (aoi-ordlnK  to  report) 
has  alread;  reached  the  sum  of  £1.000,  now  In'  tbs  hands  of  tbe  honorable  the 
Tmsteee,  en  aa  to  tnake  ont  a  snfllclent  call ;  at  the  same  time,  judging  that  th* 
most  snltahle  wa;  of  effecting  such  Increase  Is,  that  tbe  Trustees,  npcsi  tbe 
reception  of  the  money  from  the  Province  ot  N'ew  York,  soicmnlj'  enE^Kf  to  euch 
Incorporated  congregations  as  the  Bev.  General  Bod;  shall  be  pleased  to  nam* 
for  IhjLt  purpose,  that  If  ever  the  Income  of  said  roone;  should.  In  the  Judgment  • 
Of  tbe  Bev.  General  Body,  be  used  to  soppoct  an;  other  Theological  Piofeaaors 
than  those  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church.  In  letlawablp  with  the  Church  o(  the 
NelherlandB.  then,  and  In  such  esse,  said  mone;  shall  be  reatored  to  the  Incorpo- 
rated bodies  mentioned. 

4.  It  Is  further  determined,  b;  special  letter,  to  tbe  moat  earnest  mannar,  to 
recommend  this  subject  to  the  Bev.  Clasals,  with  accompan;tn8  reaaona  wh;  tbe 
Bev.  Bod;  Judge  this  to  be,  In  present  circumstances,  the  best  plsa  to  bring  tbe 
welKbty  matter  of  the  Professorship  In  the  speediest  and  surest  manner  to  a 
«m  summation. 

D.  And  laatl;.  that  a  cop;  irf  tbta  minute  be  handed  to  tbe  honotable  the 
Trustees  b;  the  Rev.  DepuUtl  of  thla  Body. 


The  Gexeual  ^Iketixo  of  the  Reformf.d  Hutch  CirrRcii  iJf 
Xew  YoiiK  ANH  Xew  .Ikrset  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
Oct.  8,  1773.     Vol.  33;  449,  450. 

RiKht  llev.   Gentlemen  and  highly  esteemed  Brethren  In  Christ:— 

We  have  the  honor  ot  sendltig  to  yon  the  Acta  of  our  General  Meeting,  held  at 
KkicMon.  on  the  nth-Sth  deys  of  October;  as  also  a  dupllcale  of  the  Acts  of  the 
MeMInc  at  New  York.  In  the  month  of  June.  17T2,  an  we  understand  ;bu  have  not 
received  them.  We  do  not  wUb  to  trouble  you  by  sending  you  an  extended  letter. 
slni-e  we  are  conaclons  that  you  sre  upresssrlly  eapaccd  In  man;  Important  matters. 
However,  your  care,  and  thoroughly  tested  love  towards  our  Church  here,  gives  ns 
groond  to  bope.  not  only,  that  all  good  news  from  tbe  New  Netherlands  will  be 
gladly  received,  but  nlno,  that  you  are  ever  willing  to  extend  a  helping  band  for 
the  promotion  of  our  good.  Termlt  us.  therefore,  to  call  the  special  nttpntlon  of 
your  Bod;  In  a  brief  manner,  to  the  ninth  Article  of  tbe  Acts  of  this  our  Meeting, 
at  the  same  time  la;lng  open  before  yonr  Body  tbe  wbole  matter,  and  stating  tbe 
gronmlB  for  onr  determination  concerning  It. 

rt  Is  undoubtedly  known  to  your  Bod;,  that  a  ChartM  tot  ».  SewAtiM^  t>T  K>:»&«tii-i 
la  New  Jersey,  wita  obtained  a  few  years  ago,  by  a  lew  mem\«T»  ot  wht  tsusicti. 
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The  principal  aim  of  this  was  to  prosecute  theological  atodies  nnder  a  regulir 
Profeasonhlp,  and  under  protection  of  a  royal  Charter. 

The  Seminary  in  question,  haa  already  been  eatabliahed  at  Brunswick,  a  imill 
town  not  far  from  the  City  of  New  York,  and  altogether  pleasantly  and  adTtii> 
tageously  situated.  This  enterprise  appeared  somewhat  strange  to  fome  of  the 
brethren  during  the  times  of  division  in  our  Church,  when  it  was  Impossible  to 
delilx'ratis  and  effectively  take  measures  for  the  common  interests  of  our  Zlon,  as 
we  have  been  enabled  to  do  since  our  happy  union.  Meanwhile  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
men Curatores  of  the  above-mentioned  Seminary  (among  whom  are  sonoe  of  the 
most  distinguished  men  of  the  country),  have  proceeded  to  bring  it  aa  nearly  is 
possible  to  a  deMlrable  position.  For  that  purpose  also,  they  present  this  important 
matter,  by  a  communication  to  your  Assembly,  as  Is  mentioned  also  in  the  Article, 
referred  to  ul>4)ve. 

After  mature  deliberation,  the  meeting  has  approved  of  the  Acts  of  the  Hon. 
Gentlemen  Curutorcs.  und  unanimously  agreed  to  them  for  the  following  reasons: 

1.  The  cost  of  living  in  the  city  of  New  York  and  even  In  the  smaller  cities  of 
this  Province  is  so  very  high  that  we  cannot  entertain  any  reasonable  expectation 
that  students  (who,  as  a  general  thing,  are  not  wealthy),  after  having  already  spent 
a  good  part  of  their  patrimuuium  in  obtaining  their  preparatory  education,  shall  be 
able  to  defray  the  exi>enses  which  a  full  theological  course  will  entail.  For  this 
reason,  Brunswick,  where  living  is  much  cheaper  than  in  any  principal  city  in  this 
Province,  was  considered  by  us  to  be  the  most  favorable  situation. 

2.  Because  some  of  the  principal  congregations  in  this  Province,  we  are  sorry  to 
say,  have  not  united  with  us  in  this  enterprise,  and  principally  for  the  reason  that 
they  do  not  wish  to  be  burdened  with  expenses  of  the  Professorships;  but  if  we 
should  call  a  Professor,  without  the  help  of  the  New  Jersey  brethren,  we  especially 
need  their  aid  and  assistance,  for  this  very  purpose;  In  that  case  we  would  stand 
in  absolute  need  of  It. 

3.  Because,  according  to  the  reports  of  the  Hon.  Gentlemen,  Curatores,  the  con- 
siderable sum  of  four  thousand  pounds  has  already  been  collected  for  the  establish- 
ment and  support  of  the  Brunswick  Seminary,  which  will  make  it  all  the  easier 
for  the  united  congregation  to  bring  it  up  to  the  amount  requisite  for  the  support 
of  a  Professor  and  necessary  Tutors. 

4.  Because  nearly  ail  of  the  now  united  congregations  are  Inclined  to  establlsb 
the  Seminary  in  question ;  and  because  the  regulation  now  proposed  seems  to  be  the 
best  and  only  way,  in  our  Judgment,  for  adjusting  the  differences  of  opinion  among 
the  brethren  upon  this  matter;  for  if  this  be  not  done,  It  would  be  difficult  if  not 
impossible,  to  carry  the  matter  into  effect. 

5.  Because  the  need  of  the  Church  absolutely  demands,  that  another  and  better 
course  than  has  hitherto  been  pursued  be  taken  for  the  education  of  parties  fit  for  the 
service  of  the  Church,  inasmuch  as  otherwise  we  would  be  obliged  to  remain  waiting 
in  uncertainty  for  many  years  to  come.  This  would  have  a  hurtful  effect  upon  the 
congregations. 

6.  Because,  as  has  been  mentioned,  a  royal  Charter  has  already  been  granted  and 
obtained  for  the  Seminary  in  question,  under  which  the  requisite  Funds  can  be 
suitably  and  safely  entrusted. 

We  hope  that  your  Body,  seeing  the  force  of  the  above-mentioned  reasons,  will  be 
pleased  to  prunt  the  request  of  the  Hon.  Gentlemen,  Oirators,  to  recommend  to  them 
a  man  adai)ted  and  qualified  to  act  as  I*rofessor  and  at  the  same  time  as  President 
of  the  Brunswick  Seminary.  This  request  we  also  adopt  as  our  own  for  the  above- 
mentioned,  reasons,  and  we  hope  that  we  will  receive,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  favor- 
able response  of  the  Classls  upon  this  so  weighty  a  matter,  a  matter  which  we 
must  consider  as  fundamental  to  our  Church  Union.  May  the  God  of  Peace  preserve 
this  Union  Inviolate  forever.  After  praying  for  God's  richest  blessings  upon  your 
dear  persons.  conRrejiailons  and  the  Church  in  the  Netherlands,  we  have  the  honor 
of  calling  ourselves  with  the  highest  love  and  esteem.  Rev.  Gentlemen, 
Your  most  humble  Servants  and  Brethren  in  Christ. 

Job.  Casp.  Rubel,  Pres.  p.  t. 

D.  Romeyn,  V.  D.  M.,  Sec.  p.  t. 

In  the  name  of  the  General  Meeting,  held  at  Kingston  on  Oct.  8,  1773. 
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Thb  Clabsis  or  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  Fkakcisous  Bdb,- 
MASNUS,  S,  S.  Th.  Dr.  and  Peofessoe  at  UTaECHT.  Oct.  6, 
1773.     Vol.  31. 

Halt  Ber.  and  Hlghlj-lcanied  Sir : — 

Your  mucb  esteemed  letter  written  In  the  name  of  the  most  Ber.  TbMlogletl 
Facnltj,  to  tbe  Ber.  Mr.  Knlenkamp  haa  been  commanlcated  to  onr  CUmU,  4ad  lead. 

I  bare  the  honor  to  aniwer  yon,  In  the  name  of  onr  Claiati,  that  the  lettan  from 
Heir  Jenej  coDGernlng  tbe  Frofe«*on>hlp,  received  both  bj  yonraeU  ud  lU,  appear 
Terj  objectionable  to  our  CIbmIi. 

The  letters  did  not  come  from  tbe  Qeneral  Body  of  New  York  and  New  leneT, 
nor  are  the;  In  barmony  wltb  tbe  Minutes  of  that  Body,  which  was  held  st  New 
York  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October,  1772.  In  those  HtDotes,  (which  are 
Izuerted  tu  the  Minutes  of  the  Bynod  of  North  Bottand,  for  177S),  we  read  rerhatlm, 
"  The  subject  of  tbe  Protessarshlp  harlDg  been  In  th«  most  carefal,  serious,  and 
attentlre  msnner  considered,"  etc.  In  this  rlew,  the  Classls  cannot  «■  yet  Intarlere 
In  thta  matter,  lest  the  wsy  might  be  opened  lo  renewed  dlBturbaoceB  and  dlvlBlons 
between  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  Tbe  latter  seems  to  act  on  thelt  own  Tolltlon, 
and  Independent  of  New  York.  Oar  Clnuls  will  Drst  write  to  New  York,  that  we 
bare  received  such  a  leiter,  and  ask  (or  Information,  and  Immediately  Inform  yon. 
Yours  etc.,  etc 

B.  A.  Ten  Brink,  Depntatus  and  Scrlba, 

Rev.  a,  Helffenstein  to  (Rev.  Chkistian  F,  Foekino?)  Oct. 

1773. 

BcT.  sir  and  Dear  Brotber : — 

I  have  always  taken  a  genuine  Interest  In  your  welfare,  and  It  has  glien  me, 
therefore,  unusual  pleasure  to  be  again  asaured  of  your  happIneiB  la  your  worthy 
letter.  I  rejoice  principally  In  the  tact  that  yoo  dally  eiperlence  new  proofs  of  the 
nnspeakable  goodness  and  mercy  of  the  Lord,  both  perBonally  and  In  tbe  Important 
work  wltb  which  you  are  Intrusted.  I  cannat  do  otherwise  than  nae  the  same  lan- 
guage In  reference  lo  myself.  I  am  compelled  to  exclaim,  Lord.  I  am  not  worthy  of 
all  the  mercy  and  faithfulness  which  thou  hast  shown  to  the  least  of  thy  servants. 
For  both  to  myself  and  In  my  offlce.  tbe  eternal  and  merciful  Lord  baa  done  for 
me  more  than  I  coold  have  hoped  or  expected.  To  him  alone,  therefore,  be  all 
the  honor  la  ChrUt  Jesua  our  Lord.  Let  ui,  my  dear  Sir,  and  brother,  thtongb  the 
mercy  from  above,  labor  more  lealoualy  and  faithfully  and  diligently  In  that  voca- 
tion In  which  the  Lord  baa  placed  ue.  In  reference  to  our  own  aoula,  tbe  longer  we 
live,  the  more  earnestly  seek  to  be  united  with  Cbrlet,  tor  In  Him  everything  Is 
prepared  for  ourselves  and  others. 

What  you  have  written  about  my  father  and  brother,  I  can  hardly  believe,  for  1 
have  good  reason  to  conclude  from  other  circumstances,  that  at  least  for  the 
present  year,  they  n-lll  not  come  bitber.  But  should  It  happen,  contrary  to  my 
expectations,  that  they  come,  I  tblnk  It  will  be  best  that  they  come  In  the  way  you 
■uggest.  becanse  for  each  of  them,  especially  for  my  father,  nothing  can  be  done  In 
Pennsylvania.  Should  yoo  have  beard  with  reference  to  this  affair  more  particular 
and  deflnlte  news,  I  ask  you  to  be  kind  enough  to  communicate  It  to  me. 

With  reEsrd  to  myaell :  I  learn  from  your  letter,  that  for  reasons  best  known  to 
yourself,  you  deaire  to  hear  from  me.  whether  I  would  be  willing  to  apply  myself 
to  tbe  Dutch  language,  so  as  to  be  able,  sooner  or  later,  to  preach  In  that  tongue. 
Aa  you  bnve  not  gone  Into  particulars  on  this  subject,  nor  made  any  deflnlte  propo- 
sition. I  can  K.-iy  nothing  more  tb.iD  thia.  thnt  It  Is  all  the  same  to  me  In  Rbnri'v<>r 
language  of  those  alrendy  known  by  me.  or  which  I  may  yet  learn.  I  present  tbs 
Gospel,  If  only,  under  God's  blessings,  the  results  sre  reached.  To  explain  myself 
more  fully,  I  believe  that  In  tbe  course  of  s  year,  by  the  mercy  of  God  and  tbe 
use  of  proper  diligence,  I  could  make  sufflclent  progress  to  preach  In  tbe  Dutcti 
language. 
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At  the  beidnnioff  of  the  present  month.  Inasmuch  as  the  new  chnreh  In  PhOadfl- 
phla  was  not  yet  ready,  we  held  our  Coetua  meeting  a^ln  at  Lancaster,  where, 
thanks  be  to  God.  everything  passed  off  quietly.  Mr.  Otterbein  hoped  to  aaccssd  b 
getting  permission  from  the  Coetua  to  go  to  Baltimore.  But  ainea  only  twalft « 
fifteen  members  there  wanted  him  to  come,  and  the  rest  were  decidedly  oppoasA  U 
him.  hla  re^ueat  was  denied.  I  subsequently  heard  that  he  had  reaolTtd  to  gs  tB 
Stone  Arabia.  I  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  this  man  In  thla  matter.  He  li  s(  i 
rery  rcatleaa  aplrlt. 

Of  our  own  drcumstancea.  I  hare  nothing  very  particular  to  write.    Tovr  lib* 
tiTca  and  other  friends  are  all  well.    The  membera  of  my  amall  famllj  are  ate 
well,  and  send  regards  to  yourself  and  wife.    Give  alao.  If  yon  please,  my 
compliments  to  Mr.  Dr.  Levlngston. 

From  your  sincere  and  faithful  friend  and  aerrant, 

A. 
Germantown, 

October  1778. 

(Thla  letter  came  to  me  from  Mlsa  Sarah  Sonder.  of  PhUadelij^la,  who  fomlibit 
me  many  papers  of  Do.  Foerlng.  The  letter  was  In  German.  Do.  FV>erlng  was  l> 
New  York  at  this  time,  and  waa  probably  the  party  addreaaed.  See  HlUatone  0» 
tennlal.  18M.    E.  T.  C] 

Church  of  New  York. 
Cost  of  the  Xew  School  House. 

New  York,*  Nor.  2S,  177S. 

CoHKlstory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  account  was  presented  for  the  New  School  House,  with  Its  depe&dsndi^ 
amounting  to  £856:15:1%.  On  thla  had  already  been  paid  by  the  TressoxWt 
Banckor,  £544:20.,  leaving  a  remainder  of  £302:13:9.  Thus  It  was  sUted  to  me. 
Mr.  Bancker  was  ordered  to  take  up  for  the  Church  so  much  money  aa  should  bt 
required  to  pay  off  the  workmen,  and  other  necesaary  clalma. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltzema,  p.  t  Preddent 

Church  of  Xew  York. 

Act  of  Appointment  of  Johannes  Vredenburg,  as  Door-keeper,  Bell-ringer,  W* 
Oravc-dIfff;cr  ;  and  rIro  aa  Servant,  in  and  around  the  Old  Church,  (Garden  iticet)'i 
and  for  further  services  under  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Chrlitltf 
Congrejfatlon  at  New  York,  Jan.  1,  1774. 

The  Conditions  are  in  general : 
In  Respect  to  the  Service  of  the  Church : 

I.  (Same  as  under  date,  Jan.  1,  1767,  with  the  following  additions)  :     Likewise  ^ 
Sunday  evenings,  or  at  other  times,  when  there  Is  preaching  In  the  "  New  or  No^^ 
Church  "   (Fulton  street),  you  shall  ring  at  the  aame  time  aa  there  la  ringing   ^ 
the  other  churches. 

ll-VIII.  Identical  as  thone  under  date  of  Jan.   1,   1767.     All   the  rest  identf^^ 
with  those  under  date  of  Jan.  1,  1767. 

The  time  of  this  your  office  and  salary.  Is  to  begin  from  Jan.  1,  1774. 

Thus  done  In  our  Consistory  Meeting  at  New  York,  Jan.  11,  1774. 

So  I  witness  In  the  name  and  authority  of  the  Rev.  Consistory 

(No  name.) 

I.  the  undersigned,  accept  of  this  appointment  of  which  a  copy  haa  been  glTen 
me.  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  with  hearty  thanks  to  the  ReT.  Conalatory.  N 
York,  Jan.  11.  1774. 
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Choech  of  New  Yoek. 

Mew- York,  Jannar?  lOtb,  1774. 
ConalftoT]'  b«ld  after  calllag  od  God's  name. 

1.  iir,  loha  MoDtaiiTe,  bavlnic  resigned  lili  ofllee  of  bell-rlnfer,  etc.,  Hr.  Jno. 
Vredenbarg  vaa  chbiea  In  his  place,  on  the  mne  coDdltloDs;  with  the  addiUoD  that 
the  collecting  of  the  reotB  of  the  pewe  od  the  North  Chnreh  ihall  be  given  to  Ur. 
Sarrj  Tlebont  Thlg  wa*  accepted  b;  both  ;  aod  It  waa  Beaolted,  That  an  act  of 
tppolntmeut  Ihonld  be  glren  to  Hr.  Tredentnirg. 

2.  Ur.  Aaron  Btokholn  reqaetted  to  buy.  Id  fee,  one  of  the  newl;  made  vanlta, 
rUa  waa  retaied  bj  the  Conilatorr,  alnce  the;  weie  made  for  tha  pnllt  of  tb* 

S.  Ur.  Oerrit  Abeel  broagbt  In  two  miatl  Kronen.  (See  Oct  8,  1764)  bought  to 
M  bnng  up.  and  naed  In  the  Conalitory  Chamber.  The  Treaanrer  waa  ordetad  to 
laj  for  them. 

Signed  etc., 


Acts  of  thb  Classis  op  Amstsrdam. 

Letters.  • 

1774,  Jan.  11.     Art  7  ad  8.     The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras 

read  a  letter  to  the  General  Meeting  of  the  two  Provinces  of  New 

Yort  and  New  Jersey ;  also  one  to  Mr.  T.  Bunnan  TheoL  Prof. 

at  Utrecht,     xiv.  333. 
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ADMIXISTKATIOX  OK  LIKUTEXANT-GOVERXORCAD- 
WALLADER  COLDEX,  APRIL  7,  1774-JUXE  2S,  1775. 

Classis  ok  Amsterdam  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
iliMsTEKs  AM)  Elders  or  the  Reformed  Dutch  CiirRCHOP 
THE  Provinces  or  Xew  York  and  Xew  Jersey,  ArBEL  11, 
1774. 

Grace  and  Peace  be  multiplied  unto  you  mil ! 

The  Minutes  of  your  General  Assembly,  beld  tbe  second  Tuesday  of  October,  1772, 
at  New  York,  ronched  us  Jubt  before  the  meeting  of  our  Synod,  which  Is  held  b  tbe 
latter  part  of  July.  'A 

In  the  name  of  our  Classis.  we  have  the  honor  to  Inform  you  that  we  hare  icid 
your  action  concern Ing  the  rrofi'SBorahlp ;  that  we  hare  learned  from  the  samc^  that 
you  h:ivi*  <IoIll)i>ruteil  curneHtly  nud  carefully  concerning  It,  and  It  appears  that  tbnt 
is  n»  yet.  no  i>xiH><'tatiou  to  nccomplUh  any  result,  and  that  therefore  yoa  tM.n 
dealt  with  this  affair  ad  rvfcrtndum;  and  that  you  have  earnestly  urged  the  matter 
upon  the  different  brethren,  not  only  to  keep  the  matter  alive,  and  to  cherish  it  with 
all  earneRtnesA,  but  to  rccoiunirnil  It  at  nil  proper  opportunities  as  an  tndispenabl« 
requisite  for  the  well-boiuK  of  the  church ;  and  that  you  have  also  Inquired  vhtt 
ability  each  one  has  In  his  own  couKregation  for  the  accumulation  of  a  fond  tor  tbt 
said  purpose,  and  expect  to  make  report  thereupon  at  the  next  General  Assembly- 

Rut  with  your  al)ove-mentioned  report  concerning  the  Professorship  our  Gaoii 
cannot  harmonize  n  letter,  received  from  New  Brunswick,  dated  Dec.  30th,  1772,  and 
slRned  by  J.  R.  IlardcnberRh.  J.  I^ydt.  J.  M.  Van  Ilarlingen,  and  H.  Fischer, 
althoujih  this  last  name  was  written  somewhat  obscurely.  This  letter  Informa  vs 
that  his  Excellency,  the  <iovernor  of  New  Jersey,  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
grant  A  charter  f«>r  the  foundinj;  of  a  school  for  the  benefit  of  the  Dutch  Etforned 
Churches  in  i!:c  rejrions  of  Auiorlca.  of  this  Charter  we  received  a  copy.  Thej 
hope  t]»nt  r.ii.s  sclmol,  will  In  course  of  time  ^row  Into  a  full  University:  that  It  liii 
been  l()<':n«i'.  :\t  N<'\v  lirunswlek  uiuler  the  name  of  Queens  College;  that  It  has  be« 
pri»Yisi«»TjaI!y  «»im-ij«'i1  itinler  the  superintendence  of  two  teachers,  who  will  Initruct 
n  tlu-  'is'.;:'.l  1  ii'^^'iM;:*  •<.  a^*  \\"II  .is  thi'  nrt"*  aiiil  si-Ienv-es.  P.ut  as  the  ppisperlty  vf 
this  Co'.m'j:!'  will  piimlpally  ih'peiMl  ujutn  the  al>illtle8  of  the  President,  the 
estiniaiile  <'ina(ti>'s  had  Mi)p<MT>te(l  tlie  undersigned  and  above  mentioned  gentlemen 
as  a  *.'i»ii':r.itt.e  t»»  ii'ake  ini|uirir«*  fi»r  a  person  projterly  qualified  to  officiate  In  Mid 
olUcf  :  to  asrerinin  upi»n  wliat  favorul)le  terms  he  could  he  secured,  and  make  report 
to  iheni  upon  the  matter. 

The  salil  Commit K'e  refer  the  matter  to  us,  with  the  request  that  we.  In  conn€^ 
tlon  with  tJjo  Uev.  Taculty  at  T"^trecht.  iin  whom  thoy  have  also  addressed  a  letter), 
should  seek  out  a  person,  who,  nccordInK  to  our  Judtnncnt  would  possess  all  thofe 
requirements,  wliieh  are  more  fully  stated  in  their  letter.  The  said  person  Is  >!*> 
to  assume  the  oiTiee  of  Professor  of  Theology.  As  to  character,  he  must  be  a  miB 
of  tried  piety,  of  unalterable  attachment  to  the  Netherlands  Church-Constitution,  of 
profound  learnin;r.  p)«)d-natured.  have  a  good  knowledge  of  the  English  langoMe. 
an<l  be  able  to  lecture  upon  MatTkii  Medulla  Throlopiac  ChrUtianae.  They  empb** 
size  tills  matter  further,  in  view  of  the  benefit  which  would  flow  therefrom  to  the 
Church  of  God. 

Our  Classis,  Itev.  Sirs  and  Rrethren,  has  taken  this  letter  Into  consideration,  ho* 
it  is  of  the  opinion  that  It  ran  do  nothing  In  the  matter  of  the  Professorahlp  *^ 
present,  because  this  letter  did  not  come  from  the  General  Assembly  of  New  York 
and  New  Jersey,  and  does  not  a;;ree  with  the  Minutes  of  that  body,  as  before  qtioted. 
Hence  our  Classis  Is  still  In  the  dark  about  this  business. 

We  hope  these  circumstances  will  not  open  the  way  to  new  misunderstanding  *"" 
divisions.  We  therefore  make  Intpilry  whether  the  General  Assembly,  (and  not  » 
mere  portion  of  It),  has  really  determined  anything  more  definite  upon  this  matter. 
We  ask  in  order  that  wo  ouTse\v«»a  wva's  )tT\o^  \!io^  \«>  «l^\..    For  If  that  he  the  cw*» 
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both  the  Facaltx  of  Utrecht  and  our  Clatsls  nlll  gUdly  anlte  to  look  aboDt  for  aoOM 
ons  who  baa  the  oeceasary  qnallScatlaiia  for  this  poaltlon.    We  tollelt  ■  frltndly 
reply. 

Fiirtbermore,  we  praj  that  the  Qod  of  peace  may  give  peace  amoDS  the  bretbren, 
ao  that  the  chnrchea  may  atwayi  and  In  etery  way  proeper. 
Tour  humble  aervaat, 

B.  A.  Ten  Brink,  D«p,  It  Bntba. 


The  Poor.     Township  of  Leyden. 

New  York,  Feb.  Tth,  1TT4. 
CoDBlatory  held  after  ulllnE  oa  Ood'a  Dame. 
The  aom  of  the  collectione  foe  the  poot.  In  oar  three  cbnrcbea,  waa  broa^t  la, 

aod  found  to  be  one  bundred  poundi  and  three  ahllllDga. 

Besolred,  That  the  committee  appointed  tor  Ihia  purpoae,  Oerrit  Bappelje,  Nlcbo- 
laa  Bogart.  Jamea  Bogart.  Coenrasd  Ham  and  Andrlea  Uaracbalk,  ahall  make  dla- 
trlbutlon' of  the  same  according  to  the  clrcumatancea  of  those  io  Deed.  Tbla  cannot 
probably  be  earlier  thao  the  middle  of  Uarch,  and  then  they  are  to  determine  what 


.  Welaenvelt'B  request  to  domlne  Bltiema  was  granted.  Id  bo  far  that  the 
Deacona  alialt  famlab  him  40  BbllllngB  out  ot  their  treaiary,  and  the  little  that 
remalDB  oyer  of  the  collectloDB. 

Signed  etc., 

LombertuB  de  naode.  p.  t.  PreBideDt. 

New  YoA,  Fab.  Stb,  1774. 

Cooaiatory  held  after  call  Ing  od  God'a  name. 

Itie  committee  on  the  Townahip  of  Leydea  dellrered  a  map  ot  tbe  same,  made  by 
the  aurreyor,  with  a  deacrlptlon  of  each  portion  of  tbe  groond ;  alao  the  aeeoonta  and 
clalma  of  the  inrTeyor,  which  were  found  to  be  two  and  thirty  pounds,  foorteen 
sblUlngs,  beyond  the  aum  agreed  apon.  Thereupon  tbe  Conalstory  Beaolved,  That 
since  the  work  waa  done  aatlatactorlly  healdes  the  £72.  which  be  claims,  £86.  more 
should  be  given  bim.    Thtin  the  Trensurer  will  pny  tbe  full  som  of  £100. 

Tbe  committee,  tbe  work  having  t)een  so  far  accomplished,  r«qnested  to  b«  dU- 
charged.  This  waa  granted,  with  tbanka  for  their  pains;  and  tbe  following  were 
appointed  Id  tbeir  place :  Elders.  Zacbarlas  Ztkkels,  Evert  Bancber,  Gerrlt  B«p- 
pelye:    Deacons,  Oerrit  Abeel,  Isaak  Stouteoberg  and  Andrlea  Marscbalk. 

LambertuB  de  Bonde.  p.  t.  President 

Chdrch  of  Schenectady. 

1TT4,  Feb.  IS.     William  Tryon,  Governor. 

Assembly  aent  a  Bill  to  Coancll.  entitled.  "An  Act  to  Inclnde  witbin  tbe  dlatrlct 
of  Schenectady  a  tract  ot  land  within  the  county  of  Albany,  granted  to  Fred. 
Uorrla  and  others,  commonly  called  Corry'a  Brook  or  Bush ;  and  likewise  all  the 
lands  that  do  now  belong  to  tbe  corporation  of  tbe  Betormed  Proteatant  Duteb 
Church  of  Schenectady.  Council  Journal,  1912.  Read,  committed,  etc  1912,  191S. 
<  No  further  action. ) 

Chuech  of  K^ew  York. 

Rev.  Lambertua  De  Ronde, 

Hew  York,  March  4tb,  1T74. 
Consistory  held  titter  calling  on  God's  name. 

A  repreaenUtloD  in  writing,  tram  tbe  Bev.  Lambertna  de  EotAft,  4iM&  lEtti.  1.\«., 
vaa  dell*arad  and  read.     Therein  he,  for  reaeona  atattA,  tevoeaUA  ttiat.  Vda  ivwiXii- 
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tioD  of  Consistory  of  the  3d  of  August,  1772.  might  be  repealed,  and  that  he  ihoQld 
receive  his  full  salary  during  his  absence  from  the  congregation.  This  bdag 
maturely  considered,  the  Consistory  resolved  that  thej  could  not  depart  fron  tki 
said  resolution,  and  consequently  could  not  comply  with  hit  Bererenee**  reqocst 

Signed  etc., 

Archibald  Laidlie,  p.  t.  President 

New  York,  March  6th,  IHI. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

Mr.  Alexander  Anderson  ofTonHi.  in  n'spoot  to  his  house  In  M.ilden  Lane  belonietnc 
to  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  in  case  they  would  give  a  title  for  one  foot  and  bIm 
Inches,  which  he  has  in  front  on  the  street,  more  than  belongs  to  him,  that  he  woald 
giTe  a  like  writing  to  the  Church  for  two  feet  on  that  end  of  hla  lot  which  ii  orer 
against  the  old  Brewhouse.     This  was  agreed  to. 

A  plan  of  vaults  In  the  yard  of  the  North  Church  was  laid  before  the  ConsiBtoiy 
and  approved,  with  this  limitation,  that  the  vaults  there  should  be  of  the  same  iln 
and  price  as  those  In  the  yard  of  the  New  Church. 

The  Deacons  were  appointed  a  standing  committee  in  relation  to  the  xx>or  children 
who  are  now  maintained  in  the  school. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  H.  LiTingston,  p.  t.  President 

Application  for  a  Charter  by  the  Ciicrch  of  PouonKEEPsiE, 

March  22,  1774. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  Poughkeepsle.  held  at  the  house 
of  Clear  Everltt,  the  22Dd  day  of  March.  1774,  it  was  concelred  advlsabls  to  petition 
his  Excellency,  William  Tryon,  Esq.,  for  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  of  said  choreh, 
etc.,  and  for  that  purpose  have  prepared  a  petition,  and  delegated  Rev.  Stephen  Van 
Voorhees.  one  of  the  Ministers,  and  Gilbert  Livingston,  one  of  the  Elders  of  ssid 
congregation,  to  wait  upon  his  Excellency  and  present  the  same:  and  the  said 
Minister  and  Elder  to  apply  to  the  Consistory  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  ft 
New  York,  in  order  to  obtain  their  favor  and  assistance  in  the  premises. 

(Gov.   Tryon  sailed   for   England.   April   7th.     Perhaps   this  was  not  presented, 
therefore. ) 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acta  of  Meeting  in  l^ew  York  and  a  Tetter. 

1774,  April  11th,  Art.  10.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras 
report  that  they  have  received  the  Acta  of  the  General  Meeting  of 
New  York,  to^retlier  with  a  letter.  This  was  read,  and  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Acta  of  tlie  Deputies.  It  was  resolved  that  they 
should  write  to  the  ^Fessrs.  Professors  at  Utrecht,  that  if  they 
had  a  capable  person  for  Professor,  they  would  be  kind  enough  t^ 
mention  him  to  the  Rev.  Depp.     xiv.  342. 

The  Classis  of  Amsteijdam  to  tiik  IIkjiily  Rev.  PRorH^sorv 
BuRMAMNUs,  at  Utkeciit.     Apuil  24,  1774. 

Rev.  and  Illf^hly-learned  Sir : — 

I  have  the  honor.  In  the  name  of  our  Classis,  and  in  fulfillment  of  my  promise  lo 
my  letter  of  Oct.  6th,  1773,  to  Inform  you,  as  Dean  of  the  Very  Rev.  Thedoiglcil 
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Facultr  Kt  Utrecht,  that  aur  Claasli  bas  received  a  letter  concemlDB  tbe  ProteEsar- 
ate,  (ram  tbe  GeDeral  Assemb];  of  New  York  ind  New  Jeraer-  I  seod  berewltb  tbe 
letter,  (logetber  witb  tbe  Minutes  ol  tbat  Aaaeroblr.  Irom  wbtcb  tbe  Tbeologlcal 
Faculty  mar  gather  the  mesDlng  of  tboae  brethren).  wKb  tbe  humble  requeat. 
f%om!iK  Claialt,  tbat  the  Pacull;  would  be  kind  euoush  to  auggeit  some  peraoD  wbom 
our  Classla  could  recomnieDd  to  nil  aald  Profeaaorahlp.  Tbe  Claasls  then  will 
eipreaa  Its  opinion  upon  IL 

I  requeBt  that  tbe  letter  with  tbe  Mluuces,  referred  to  above,  ma;  be  sent  back  to 
me.  as  the  same  must  be  put  on  Ble. 

Hoping  tlint  this  letter  ma;  And  ;ou  In  prosperous  condition,  I  bsTe  lbs  honor, 
while  praying  Cor  the  Lord's  most  precious  blessing  upon  tbe  Rev.  Facult;,  and  upon 
yourself  eepeclallj.  to  remain  with  all  esteem. 

Your  humble  serrsat. 

B.  A.  Tea  Brink,  Dep.  Serlba. 

The  Theoi,o(;ical  Faculty  of  Uteecht  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  !May  4,  1774.  Sioned  in  the  Name  of  the 
Faculty,  by  G.  Eosnet,  Fac.  H.  T.  •Vol.  33,  P.  453,  No. 
501. 

Their  rer;  Revs.  Inform  as  that  tbef  have  dnl;  received  our  letter  of  April  24, 
wlib  the  Acts  of  tbe  Oeaeril  Meeting  of  New  York  and  New  Jerse;,  and  tbe  letter 
written  hj  that  Meetlnjc  to  our  CIbhsIs. 

They  retnrn  the  Acts  with  the  uld  letter  with  thanks:  and,  since,  in  aforesaid 
Acts,  Art.  0,  the  recommendation  of  a  Theological  Professor  is  solely  entrusted  to 
the  ClBBsls  of  AmBterdam,  their  Revs,  leave  that  matter  entirely  to  os,  not  doubtlns 
but  tbat  our  CIbbbIs,  will,  as  It  has  so  laudably  done  hitherto.  In  the  best  way  Uke 
care  of  the  Interests  of  the  Church  la  those  regions,  and  that  In  respect  also  of  this 
weight;  concern. 

Acts  of  the  Clab3I3  of  Amsteri>am. 
Acta  of  Meeting  at  Kangston. 
1774,  Jime  6th.  Art.  7  ad  10.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Ex- 
tera3  report  that  they  have  received  the  Acta  of  the  General 
Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  held  at  Kingston,  1773:  Also 
a  letter,  whieli  they  read.  The  draft  of  a  letter  in  reply  to  the 
former  was  also  read ;  all  to  be  found  in  the  Acta  of  the  Deputies. 
In  these  the  Classis  takes  pleasure,     xiv.  348. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rkv,  Pkofessoi;  Bon.vI'^  at  New 

Utrecht,  June  8,  1774.     Voi„  31. 
Reverend  and  Lenraed  Sir: — 

Yours  of  date  May  4th  1TT4,  greatly  honoring  us  as  coming  from  tbe  Facolt;,  I 
received  in  due  time,  and  communicated  to  tbe  Claasls  yesterday.  I  have  the  honor 
ODce  more,  lo  request.  In  tbe  name  of  tbe  Claasls.  and  In  a  most  friendly  apirlt,  of 
tbe  Rev.  Theological  Faculty,  that  they  will  bave  the  goodness  10  name  certain 
persons  to  Qa.  who  In  their  opinion,  have  tbe  required  abilities  tor  the  FEOFES80B- 
8BTP  in  the  provinces  of  New  York  and  New  lerse;. 

Our  Classis  has  ordered  me  to  write  to  the  OeneisA  UeeUm  ^^a  >>.tn«T^T».^  '&^^- 
Oarw  was  needed  a  oiore  aolld  footing  for  na  to  woiU  u^on,  11  ■»*  ^Qia\6.  ^i^*  ^n 
mean  an;  tratt  to  oar  labor  bsre  la  tbl*  laud,  (to  telei«nce  to  Oi»  'Bt<ft««WJ^«!-'>.'tt  ™- 
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America.)  We  want  to  know  what  would  be  the  fixed  lalary,  and  how  mnch  would 
be  allowed  for  the  remoTal  hither.  I  hope  as  soon  as  possible  to  comply  with  this 
request.  But  before  all  other  persons,  Rev.  Mr.  J.  Llyingston  who  studied  at 
Utrecht,  and  there  obtained  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dlylnity,  occurs  first  to  our 
minds.  It  would  be  most  agreeable  to  us,  to  learn  from  the  Theological  Faculty  at 
Utrecht,  to  whom  he  Is  well  known,  whether  you  Judge  Dr.  LlTlngston  competent  for 
the  rrofessorshlp.  If  so,  I  have  a  charge  from  the  Classls  to  suggest  that  gentle- 
man's name  to  the  General  Meeting  (In  America.)  If  he  should  be  acceptable  to 
the  brethren  there,  much  expense  would  be  saved. 

May  I  now  take  the  liberty  respectfully  to  request  that  I  may  receive  an  answer 
to  this  communication  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  If  this  proposed  suggestion 
should  be  agreeable  to  that  gentleman,  this  Important  matter  could  soon  be  settled^ 
and  many  difficulties  which  might  otherwise  arise,  would  be  removed. 

After  prayer  for  all. 

Your  humble  servant 

R.  A.  Ten  Brink,  Dep.  Scrlba. 
Amsterdam,  June  8,  1774. 

Professor  G.  Bo>'net^  of  tme  Ur^ivERSiXY  of  Utrecht  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Pek  Rev.  R.  A.  Ten  Brink,  Etc., 
Deputati,  Concekxixo  the  Professorship  in  America. 
June  9, 1774. 

Bev.  and  Learned  Sir : — 

This  morning  I  first  laid  the  letter  you  addressed  to  me  before  the  Theological 
Faculty,  and  this  evening  I  transmit  a  letter  to  you  in  their  behalf.  In  their  name 
I  inform  you  that  they  are  unanimously  of  opinion  with  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
that  Dr.  Livingston  must  be  regarded  above  ail  others  as  best  adapted  for  the 
Professorship  In  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  on  account  of  his  qualifications  for  the 
office,  his  peculiar  acquaintance  with  the  languagea,  names,  and  peculiar  dream- 
stances  of  the  country,  which  in  reference  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  office, 
must  all  be  taken  Into  account.  In  these  he  must  greatly  excel  any  one  who  might 
be  called  from  here,  though  superior  in  learning.  The  Faculty  also  coincides  In 
Judgment  with  tho  Rev.  Classis.  that  in  case  Dr.  Livingston  should  not  be  acceptable 
to  the  General  Synod,  or  In  case  he  should  be  himself  disinclined  to  accept  the  office, 
more  definite  Information  respecting  the  salary,  etc.,  should  be  transmitted,  before 
we  can  present  ihe  matter  to  any  one  In  this  country  with  hope  of  success. 

Having  thus  compiled  with  your  request.  I  have  the  honor,  with  prayer  for  a  rich 
divine  blessing  upon  the  Rev.  Classis.  in  her  transactions  in  reference  to  this 
important  matter,  to  subscribe  myself  yours,  with  great  respect  and  afTection. 

O.  Bonnet 

Tjie  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  General  Meeting  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
June  15,  1774.— Vol.  31. 

Reverend,  Learned  and  much  Resi>ected  Brethren,  constituting  the  General  Synod 
of  the  Ministers  and  Elders  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey : — 

We  received  the  minutes  of  your  Convention  held  at  Kingston,  Oct.  &-8,  1773, 
with  the  accompanying  letter,  written  at  that  time,  in  due  season.  We  have  read 
them  with  great  satisfaction,  as  the  fear  which  we  expressed  in  our  last  is  at 
once  removed,  because  the  brethren  in  both  the  provinces  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  are  of  one  mind  on  the  subject  of  the  Professorate. 

As  It  resi)eets  this  Important  subj(*ot.  beloved  l)rethren.  we  have  earnestly 
directed  our  considerations  to  proper  means;  but  we  needed  a  firmer  footing  on 
which  to  go  to  work,  before  we  could  prosecute  It  in  any  way  with  hope  «f 
success. 


OF  THH  State  ob-  Khw  Tobc  4279 

1774 

We  ottgbt  pievlonsl;  to  know,  flrtt,  on  wh«t  certain  mIsct  a  Protenor  rntsht 
it  eall«di  leoondlir,  whetber  there  would  be  an;  other  emoIameDta  bestdM  th* 
Hlaty,  aa  a  dwelling,  etc. ;  thirdly,  bow  much  wonld  be  allowed  for  tbe  remoral 
«f  a  Proteuor  and  ble  goods ;  fourniv,  what  are  the  partlcalar  services  wbleh 
woDld  be  required  of  a  Professor? 

Without  knowledge  aa  to  tbese  points  do  o 
fatherland ;  but  when,  wa  receive  Intelligence  o 
to  act  on  this  subject  efflclentl;. 

In  the  meantime  we  ■nbmit  to  tbe  coDBidenitloD  of  yonr  revercmd  Bodf,  whelbar 
the  Kpv.  J.  U.  Llv<D)p,tDn,  ».  S.  Th,  D.,  who  Is  held  by  ns  Id  high  reputation. 
woDld  not  be  deemed  hj  the  brethren  qnallfled  for  the  oDee.  Oar  (TlasslB  wltl 
gladly  give  ber  approlwtloD. 
•  It  appears  to  na,  aa  It  doet  to  the  Bev.  Theological  Faculty  of  Utrecht^  to 
whom  wp  wrote  on  the  anhject,  that  Rev.  Dr.  Llvlncaton  would  he  best  adapted 
tor  thla  work  on  aceonnt  of  his  mllable  quallfleatloDa  for  the  work,  his  koowledg* 
of  the  language,  and  the  peculiarities  of  the  people,  aa  well  aa  of  the  clrcDmataueea, 
all  of  which  Bhould  be  taken  Into  copslderatlon  tn  prosecuting  this  matter.  In 
these  reapeclB  he  haa  many  advaiuges  over  any  ooe  who  could  bs  called  from 
Holland.     Besides.  conalderBble  additional  expense  would  thus  be  avoided. 

Bat  If  the  appointment  of  Dr.  LlTlogatan  abonld  not  be  acceptable  to  the  Synod, 
or,  If  be  ahould  himself  be  disinclined  to  engage  tn  so  Important  an  oDlce,  then 
we  ahall  need  more  minute  Information,  to  propose  the  subject  to  some  one  hen^ 
It  wtll  be  gratifying  to  receive  a  letter  from  the  brethren  on  these  polnta. 

That  the  Consistory  of  Elngstmi  bad  approved  the  two-fold  plan  of  recoDdllatloa 
between  tbem  and  Dr.  Meyer,  and  also  between  them  and  the  part  of  the  congT» 
gaUon  wblcb  adheres  to  Dr.  Ucyer,  and  we  request  the  brethren  furtber  to  nrga 
thla  anbject  ap<m  them. 

Article  5  ad  15. 

That  the  churches  which  shall  stand  aloof  should  sign 
a*  early  as  may  be,  and  that  tbe  difference  In  reference  ti 
b«  adjusted  In  love  as  soon  as  possible. 

Article  18 

WbCD  the  list  sbalt  be  received  by  ns,  care  will  be  taken  that  It  be  placed  m  the 
"  Naan  Reglater."  Hay  tbe  Great  King  of  the  Chnrch  have  hla  eye  over  yon  and 
Twa  Chnrch  for  good.  Onr  heartfelt  prayera  are  that  many  among  you  may  bo 
Ixvn  In  ZloQ,  and  that  they  may  be  eatabllshed  and  edllled.  With  aaaaranee  ot  high 
'vapect,  we  remain  yours  In  brotherly  attachment,  Bev..  belovad  and  respected 
bvvthrai.     Tour  obedient  servanta  and  brethroi. 

Id  tbe  name  of  the  Deputatl  Classls  Amste.,  ad  rea  exteras, 

B.  A.  Ten  Brink,  Eccles.  Amst.,  P.  pt.  dep.,  ad  tea  eit 
^tdsterdam,   June    16,    1TT4. 

German  IJefokmed  Ciil'rcii,  New  York. 
Call  ot"  the  Rov.  Jolm  Gabriel  Gebhard.     -Tiine  29,  177G. 

Our  moeli  beloved  end  respected  paator,  Bev.  C.  B*.  Foerlng,  having  received  and 
Accepted  the  call  of  a  congregatton  at  Hlllstone,  he  having  Informed  tbe  Bldera 
^>ad  Deacons  of  the  same  last  Monday,  the  2Ttb  Inst.,  and  who  believing  ttiat 
*>»•  vacancy  If  not  soon  BUed,  might  be  the  cause  Of  great  Injury  to  the  Churcb, 
^«  the  UDderslgned,  Deacons  and  Elders  of  the  German  Setormed  Chnrch,  called 
**>e  coDgreKStinE  tojrPllier  on  ilip  ESth  lust.,  nml  mnde  known  to  tlipm  the  rpslena- 
''oo  ot  tbe  Bev.  C.  F.  Foerinc;  wbpn  the  memliers  of  Ihe  congregBtLon  proowded  In 
2^  fev  ef  tbe  Lord  to  elect  another  minister,  when  tbe  choice  fell  nv^a  'Aa 
^«v.  John  Gabriel  Gebhard,  without  one  dlssentlug  voice.  Aii&  aa  ^e,  tti«  %'Aki« 
**kd  DaaconH,  cannot  but  actsowledge  tbe  Onger  ot  Qod  In  meU  &  ^reaces.tAfe  «\wA&<»i 
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we  with  firreat  plcaftiiro  and  confidence  In  God  proceed  to  call  you  the  Rev.  J.  6. 
Gebhard,  In  the  fear  of  God  and  In  the  name  of  our  chnrch,  and  with  tht 
acquiescence  of  the  ReT.  C.  F.  Foerlng,  to  be  a  regular  Shepherd  and  Pastor  of 
our  aald  Germ&DE  Reformed  Church  In  New  York,  tn  the  troat,  tlutt  yoa  will  aoeept 
this  our  call,  In  the  fear  of  God,  and  will  send  unto  ui.  In  the  words  of  St.  Fiul 
to  the  Macedonian,  "  that  jou  will  come,  and  that  qulcklj.** 

l8t.  You  will  be  expected  to  preach  the  Word  of  God  pure,  aoeordlnf  to  thi 
grace  which  God  will  give  unto  you.  In  the  German  language,  twice  eTery  Sundij, 
and  once  In  the  week,  Wednesday  evening.  On  Sunday  morning  the  text  to  te 
taken  from  the  Bible,  and  In  the  afternoon  the  sermon  to  be  from  the  HeldettMcr 
Catechism. 

2nd.  We  shall  expect  the  customary  feast  and  preparation  sermons. 

Srd.  That  you  will  administer  the  Sacrament,  at  such  time  as  has  been  ea» 
tomary. 

4th.  That  you  teach  our  youth  diligently  from  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  m 
that  they  may  be  prepared  to  become  members  of  the  church. 

6th.  That  you  will  administer  the  discipline  of  the  Church,  ylslt  the  sick  tad 
afflicted  often,  and  at  such  times  and  opportunities  exhort  from  Qod*8  word.  la 
a  word,  to  do  all  that  becometh  a  servant  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  according  to  Ui 
holy  word  and  the  good  order  of  the  church* 

But  as  the  servant  of  the  Gospel  shall  live  by  the  Gospel,  and  the  laborer  li 
worthy  of  hla  hire,  we  promise  for  our  parts,  to  give  you  the  yearly  salaiy  of 
One  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds,  and  twenty-five  pounds  for  house  rcn^  Nnr 
York   currency.   In  quarterly   payments. 

2nd.  The  above  salary  shall  be  regularly  paid  from  the  time  yon  commeiw^  m 
long  as  you  continue  to  preach  acceptably,  and  remain  In  harmony,  which  we  wll! 
pray  the  Lord  may  be  for  life;  but  ahould  It  be  necessary  to  alter  the  connsrttei^ 
either  party  shall  give  three  months  notice. 

We  promise  to  love  and  reverence  you,  with  the  love  doe  a  servant  of  Jmu 
Christ. 

4th.  This  call  shall  be  signed  by  the  Deacona  and  Elders,  who  may  be  choMB 
from  time  to  time  hereafter. 

Lastly,  we  hope  that  you  will  in  the  name  and  fear  of  God,  aoeept  thlf  (Mil 
and  that  you  may  be  the  means  In  his  hand,  of  doing  much  good  among  na  And 
O  that  the  Lonl  inltrht  1>1i»hs  this  onr  call,  and  that  It  might  redound  to  bU  glory. 
and  to  the  saving  of  many  immortal  souls. 

Otto  Parlslens,  Jacob  Spury,  Ilenrlch  Schwartz,  John  Chrla  Armbrustes,  Elden. 

John   W.   Snyder,   Chrlstan   Will,   Chrlstoph  Zlgenhelm,   Jacob   Samply,  DeaeoDfli 

Done  In  New  York,  29th  June,  1774,  In  the  presence  of  Chris.  F.  Foerlng,  Y.  D- 
M.,  Isaac  Stoutenberg. 

After  having  gone  to  God  for  his  direction  and  assistance,  by  the  measois  aC 
his  grace  to  me,  I  do  promise,  with  God's  help,  to  accept  the  above  call,  oo  tlit 
conditions  named.  I  was  duly  Installed  by  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Foerlng,  on  the  6tli 
of  Sept.,  1774. 

J.  O.  Gebbarl 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  f 

Pkofkssorate  in  New  York. 

1774,  July  1 8th.     Art.  3.     The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  read 
a  letter  from  the  Hip:li  Ttev.  Mr.  Bonnet,  Prof,  at  Utrecht,  stating 
that  the  person  of  Livin^rston  would  be  acceptable  as  Professor  in 
New  York,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  invited  to  this  oflSce.    This     '^ 
duty  is  entrusted  to  the  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras,  who  read  a     i 
letter  which  was  approved  for  forwarding.     Quod  factum*    xiv.    j^ 
350.  .     ^ 
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Synodaxia,  1774. 

Orange  l^assau,  Art.  6.  As  the  Classis  is  heartily  rejoiced  at 
and  thanks  God  for  the  increase  and  prosperity  of  the  Princely 
House;  so  it  is  onr  fervent  and  constant  prayer  that  God  will 
please  to  preserve  His  Illustrions  Highness,  Netheriand's  beloved 
Hereditary  Stadtholder,  the  Koyal  Spouse,  and  the  desired  Orange 
sprouts,  (i.  e.  children,)  as  the  pupil  of  His  eye,  and  to  make  this 
house  a  blessing  in  the  land.     xiv.  353. 

Acts  of  the  Synod  of  Xorth  Holland,  1774,  July-Aug. 
Article  47. — New  Yoek  and  New  Jeesey. 

Extract  from  the  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  New 
York  and  New  Jersey,  held.at  Kingston,  Oct.  7»  8 ;  1773. 

At  the  close  of  these  extracts  Is  the  following : 

These  Acts  were  accompanied  by  a  letter  of  the  same  date  and  signed  by  the  samt 
persons.  In  which  they  further  urge  Art.  0,  (on  the  Professorship),  and  request 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  give  special  attention  to  It,  and  to  recommend  a 
capable  person  for  Professor.  And  the  Classis  shall,  at  the  earliest  opportunity, 
further  write  to  them  about  that. 

The  Rey.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  Is  thanked  for  the  report  it  made  and  is  requested 
to  continue  its  correspondence  with  the  churches. 

(This  letter  and  these  minutes  are  dated,  Kingston,  Oct.  8,  1773.] 

J.  C.  Rubell,  President. 
Dirck  Bomeyn,  Scribe. 

Chubch  of  Neav  York. 

New  York,  Sept.  19th,  1774. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Cornelius  Clopper,  Abram  Lott,  Gerrltt  Rappelye,  and  Zacharias  ZlkVelse  were 
<bosen  to  attend,  as  Elders,  with  the  ministers,  the  Smaller  Assembly  (Classis)  of 
^iQiiisters  and  Elders. 

ftesolyed,  That  the  transactions  of  the  Small  and  the  Large  Assemblies  of  Miais- 
and  Elders,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  same,  shall  be  communicated  to  Consls- 
by  their  delegates,   that  they  may  have  sufficient  insight  into   the  matters 
•^•reln  treated. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltzema,  p.  t.  President. 

3^:fiaTERAL  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Churches 
OF  New  York  and  IJfEw  Jersey,  October  4-7,  1774. 

Extracts. 

l^AWDING  IN  THE  ReADING  OF  THB  LeTTER  OF  THB  ReV.  ClASSIS, 

jks  Well  as  the  Minutes  of  the  Last  General  Meeting. 

Letter  fitpm  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  dated  18th  IHcem\v«t,  Vll^,  ^^% 
containing  references  to  Acts  of  the  General  MeeUns,  YieV^  oa  \!Xv^  ^^^orci^ 
«f  October,  of  the  year  1772,  reapecting  the  rroteeaotfiil^,  eA  '^i^W  %»  «». 
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extract  from  a  letter  addressed  to  them  by  the  honorable  the  Trustees  of  Qaem 
CoUei^e,  in  New  Jersey,  signed  by  a  committee,  relating  to  said  Professorate; 
finally,  their  resolutions  upon  it,  and  desires  for  more  light. 

Hereupon  were  read  the  Acts  of  the  last  Eev.  General  Meeting,  held  at  Slingston; 
upon  which.  It  occurred  to  obserre : 

1.  That  the  Rev.  Classls,  In  reviewing  these  Acts,  must  have  received  the  desired 
light. 

2.  That  the  complaints  of  the  members  present.  It  appeared  that  a  soltaUe 
response  was  not  made  to  the  regulation  In  relation  to  the  circulation  of  the  Acts  of 
North  Holland ;  and  all  the  brethren  In  whose  hands  said  Acts  are  placed,  are 
therefore  earnestly  directed  to  comply  with  said  regulation. 

8.  That  there  had,  as  yet,  no  adequate  regulation  been  made  for  the  calling  of  in 
extraordinary  General  Meeting. 

Therefore,  the  following  Is  devised  and  agreed  upon,  vis.:  that  ;uc  delegates  of 
each  Particular  to  the  General  Ecclesiastical  Body  shall  remain  in  qwUitate  fss. 
until  their  next  Ordinary  Particular  Meeting ;  and  that  in  case  the  Deputatl,  com- 
municating with  the  last  President  and  Clerk,  regard  an  extraordinary  General 
Meeting  necessary,  they  shall  fix  the  time  and  place  for  the  purpose,  and  give  tlM 
requisite  notice  to  the  members  of  the  last  ordinary  General  Meeting. 


Report  of  the  Dbputati  and  LB?miB  op  thb  Trustees  of 

Queens  Colxeoe. 

The  Deputatl  report,  that  the  papers  of  the  last  General  Meeting  were  trasi' 
mltted  at  the  proper  time,  and  according  to  particular  information  received,  trrlfcd 
in  season ;  and  that  the  answer  may  now  dally  be  expected.  The  Rev.  Partlcoltr 
Bodies  rest  In  what  has  been  done  as  to  the  subject,  and  are  expecting  the  answer. 
Was  besides  presented  and  read  a  letter  from  the  honorable  the  Trustees  of  QoefU 
College,  containing  a  reply  to  the  extracts  from  the  proceedings  of  the  last  Qeneral 
Meeting  respecting  the  Professorate,  which  was  heard  and  received  with  satlsfkctioD. 
The  Rev.  Bodies  suffers  this  matter  to  rest  for  the  present,  In  accordance  with  tbe 
import  of  Article  IV. 


Advice  Asked  ix  Relation  to  Subscription  by  Consistory. 

The  Particular  Body  of  Kingston  ask  advice  in  relation  to  the  following  point: 
••  Whether  each  member  of  the  respective  Consistories,  and  new  members  before  their 
ordination,  are  required  with  their  own  hands  to  subscribe  the  Articles  of  Union?" 
This  Rev.  Body  answer,  that  this  is  not  Intended  by  the  fundamental  Articles,  nor 
has  It  been  ordained  by  any  of  our  General  Meetings  that  such  subscription  shoold 
be  required. 


Rev.  Consistory  of  November  4th,  1772,  and  sought  to  ascertain  of  the  congre««* 
tlon  how  far  It  might  be  possible  to  satisfy  the  expectation  or  demand  of  Rev.  KCT^* 
are  of  opinion  that  we  cannot  satisfy  the  expectation  or  demand  of  Rev.  Meyer  m 
the  proposed  manner,  but  that  we,  notwithstanding,  will,  in  brotherly  love,  lay  tiM« 
the  dlfTerences  between  us,  as  we  believe  should  be  done. 

As  regards  the  second  proposal.  Inasmuch  as  you  were  of  opinion  that  If  tbc 
first  part  of  the  arrangement  were  not  effected  there  coold  be  no  room  for  tlx 
second,  we  pass  by  It  without  remark. 

Signed,  In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Rev.  Consistory, 

Ahftham  Lov. 
Kingston.  16th  September,  1773. 
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Synodical  Acts, 

Tbe  SjDodlcal  Acti  tranimltted  to  ns  bj  tbe  ReT.  CIimIs  hktlng  been  received, 
and  *ome  of  tbe  Rer.  Bretbren  famplalalns  tbat  tbe;  wet*  not  pat  Into  tbelr  baoda 
Id  aafflclent  time  to  make  u«e  of  tbem  In  oar  meeting,  ao  tar  aa  they  mlgbt  aaire  for 
tbe  clDcldatloD  at  aabjecls  coming  aader  con  aid*  ration,  the  Rer.  Body  tberenpon 
BcaetHd  Tbat  no  one  ahould  retain  tbe  Sj^odical  Acta  longer  than  fourteen  dara, 
If  at  least  there  were  oppoitnnlt;  of  lending  tbem  to  tbe  oeit  congregation  ;  and  tbe 
Deputatl  of  thle  Rev.  Bod;  baring  recelred  tbe  aame,  aa  well  a>  tbe  lettera  of  tbe 
Rer.  Claaala.  (ball  make  It  tbelr  bailneaa.  In  tbe  apeedleat  and  beat  manner,  to  aend 
tbe  Acta  of  Bjnad  to  tbe  reapectlve  brethren,  wltb  the  IntlmatlOD  tbat  tbe;  conduct 
according  to  tbla  reaolutlon. 

The  Rev,  Bod;  return  thanke  to  tbe  Rev.  Bynod.  aa  well  aa  tbe  Rev.  Claaala  of 
Amaterdam,  for  their  tlndneaa  In  tranamltting  tbe  Acta,  and  hamblj  reqaeat  them 
to  eontlnne  tbe  aame. 


List  of  Ministebs. 

Bev.  Hr.  Llvlngaion,  at  tb«  reqoeat  of  tbla  B«t.  Bod;,  tudertakM  t«  fonn  ft  Uat 
«f  tbe  mlnlitera,  llcentlitea.  and  vacant  congregations  In  both  PiovlnMa,  to  bt 
placed  In  the  banda  of  the  Rev.  ClMila  of  Amaterdam.  with  tbe  reqoeat  that  tbe;  b* 
placed  upon  tbe  reglater,  wblch  la  annnati;  printed  In  Holland. 


Acts  of  June,  1772. 

TiM  B«*.  Ur.  LlTlOKatOD  Informed  thli  Rev.  Bod;  that,  b;  prlvnt*  lettara  from 
Analerdam,  he  bad  learned  tbat  tbe  Ulnatea  of  tbla  Rev.  Bod;,  of  Ifltb  Jima,  1TT2, 
bad  not  reached  tbe  Rev.  Claaala  of  Amaterdam :  It  waa  therefore  Batolvad,  Tbat 
•  dnpllcate  of  the  aame,  together  wltb  tboae  of  the  preaent  meeting,  be  trana- 
mltted. 


Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Nov.  21al.  1TT4. 

Conalator;  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

A  letter  waa  preeented  from  tbe  Rev.  Btephanua  van  Toorbeea  containing  a 
reqaeat  In  tbe  name  of  ■  Reformed  Congregation-  at  Dover,  <N.  Y.  near  Pougbkeep- 
•!•}  lor  aome  of  the  Paslm  booka  atlll  remaining  In  oar  banda,  aa  a  preaent  for 
tbe  poor  mem  ben  of  the  aame. 

Resolved,  That  two  doien  be  sent  to  the  Rev.  Ur.  Voorbeea.  to  be  dlalrlbnled 
b;  blm  In  onr  name  among  tbe  poorest  famlllea  In  tbe  congregallon,  accordlog  to 
hia  best  Jndgement. 

Mr.  Senr;  Zlkkels  presented  an  acoonnt  of  £4:7:3.  for  work  and  repairs  done 
to  tbe  bonae  of  domlne  Bllaema.    Tbla  wna  ordered  (o  be  paid  bjr  the  Treaaorer. 
Signed,  etc.,  L.  de  Bonde,  p.  t.  Prealdent. 

New  York,  Nov.  24tb,  1774. 

The  Deacons,  on  account  of  the  amalloeas  of  the  collections,  are  not  able  to 
extend  the  necesasr;  aid  to  the  poor.  The  Conglatory,  therefore,  at  tbelr  request. 
agreed  tbat  on  Bandar,  after  the  second  rommunlon,  special  collection  should  be 
made  In  tbe  three  rhnrchea.  In  tbe  forenoon.  In  the  Old  Cbnrch;  In  the  aftemoon 
la  the  Nnrth  Cbnrch:  and  In  the  evening  In  the  New  Cbarch.  Notice  ahall  be 
given  on  the  prevloaa  Bnnda;.  that  each  ma;  prepare  bimaelf  aecordlugl;.  An 
eameat  appeal  ahall  be  made,  and  partlcalarl;  a  atatement,  tbat  these  eo\\«•:^.^(l^A 
an  declined  not  onl;  for  the  poor,  bat  alao  tor  ttie  cU\Ai«ft  \a  \be  Sme  %nai»i\. 
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that  they  maj  be  In  some  degree  provided  with  clothes;  lest  for  lack  in  this 
respect  they  remain  out  of  school,  and  forget  what  they  have  learned. 

The  request  of  Mr.  Pleter  Outwater  of  New  Hackensack,  presented  by  tbe 
President,  for  a  collection  in  our  churcli,  to  pay  their  debt  for  the  building  of 
their  new  church,  was  declined;  because  we  are  not  able  to  discharge  our  own 
debt  of  the  same  kind. 

Resolved.  That  a  monthly  meeting  of  the  Consistory  be  held  on  the  first  Tbun- 
day  of  each  month  at  6  P.  M. 

Signed.  , 

J.  Ritsema,  p.  t.  President 
N.  B.     At  the  first  monthly  meeting  the  time  was  altered  from  the  first  to  the 
second  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Signed. 

Archibald  Laidlle,  p.  t.  President 

CiirucH  OF  New  York. 

New  York,  Jan.  12th,  177S. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

Three  bonds  were  delivered  by  Mr.  Jakobus  Roosevelt;  one  of  Mrs.  Annatje  na 
Dyck  for  £100.     This  expired,   Nov.  4.  1774:  and  one  of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Piatt  for 

£900.     This  expired  June  11.  1774:  and  a  third  of  Capt.  Jus.  Shoals,  £000.    TUi 

expired  Dec.  15.  1774:  amounting  together  to  £1000.    These  were  made  into  one  to 

Mr.  Jakobus  Roosevelt,  on  which  the  interest  was  paid  ap  to  Oct  6th,  1774  when 

the  interest  begins  on  the  new  bond. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritsema,  p.  t.  President 

Proceedings  of  Colonel  Guy  Johnson  With  the  Six  Nations. 

At  a  meeting  with  the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations,  who  were 
Deputized  to  come  to  Gny  Park  on  matters  of  importaBoe. 
Friday  20tli  »faniiarv  1775. 

Indlnus  complnln  of  a  Missionary. 

Then  Conogijuelson  ChWf  of  Oneida  on  Bohnlf  of  the  whole  arose  and  said. 

Brother.  We  are  now  to  speak  to  you  on  another  subject  which  much  affects  w: 
we  lionr  many  stran/;.^  stories  of  late  from  the  White  people,  that  jcive  us  mooh 
trouble.  We  lately  told  you  of  some  bad  advisers  we  had  met  with  about  your 
own  disputes  they  now  come  Into  our  towns.  We  complained  to  you  last  summ^ 
that  the  (^lerpyman  at  (^inowarlphare  was  a  rery  busy  Man.  that  he  refused  to 
Baptise  some  of  our  people,  who  were  not  agreeable  to  him.  and  administeriDj;  th« 
Sacrament  to  children,  whose  parents  were  of  his  puny.  We  have  now  much 
more  to  say  on  this  head,  for  he  goes  on  In  such  a  manner  that  our  chiefs  »w 
desirous  to  get  rid  of  him;  for  he  has  a  store  In  our  village  and  Is  concerned  In 
trade  with  his  Brother,  which  Is  very  unbecoming  In  him.  and  he  minds  public 
affairs  more  than  KellKion.  for  he  Is  always  coll€K»tIng  news  and  telling  us  strange 
matters  of  the  white  p«»oi)le.  whilst  he  endeavours  to  represent  us  as  a  people  of 
no  consfMiuence  to  them,  in  short,  he  has  become  such  a  meddler  In  things  he  has 
no  business  wUh,  that  we  desire  once  more  that  you  will  cause  him  to  be  i^moved 
to  prevent   further  trouble  with  bim. 

The  Onondajja  speaker  next   arose  and  spoke  as  follows: 

Brother.  When  our  Chiefs  returne<I  last  from  hence  to  Onondaga  onr  young 
Men  were  mostly  abroad,  so  that  the  Message  to  the  Southward  was  delsyed  fof 
some  days  and  we  have  since  heard  that  In  consequence  thereof  one  of  the  Me** 
st-iiKors  wrote  a  letter  to  you  upon  It  which  letter  arrived  at  the  rlUigc  ^ 
Cnni>waroghare,  where  It  was  stopped  and  read  by  the  Minister,  who  advlied  not 
to  forward  any  news  that  n\\v;\it  \><»  A\%\i^%i\bVe,  but  to  burn  It,  which  was  accord* 
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Ingly  done.  We  therefore  beg  ttBt  jod  will  not  look  opon  It  to  be  an  «ct  of  ours, 
OT  irltb  our  knowledge,  and  tbat  sboald  ;ou  hear  any  accounta  of  the  MeBBCn- 
ler'a  delay  In  conaequenee  (bereof.  (bat  yon  will  bellSTe  onr  alncertty  and  not 
glye  ear  to  It,  and  by  tbls  Belt  we  beg  that  yon  will  give  ordera  tbat  no  biiay 
people  aball  hereafter  give  111  adTke,  or  obatrnct  tbe  Heaaengen  sent  by  yoo  and 
na,  aa  we  bellere  thla  mlnliter  baa  done,  who  we  find  to  be  a  very  bnay  Han,  and 
•  man  Inlereated  In  Trade  and  tbinga  wblch  we  alwaya  tbonght  nnbecoming  the 
character  of  a  Clergyman. 

A  Belt  of  7  EowB. 

HaTing  ended:  Col.  Johnson  anawered  aa  toUowa. 

Brother*  the  Cblefa.  I  have  carefully  attended  to  your  ipeecbea.  and  aa  tbey 
contain  aome  weighty  matCera,  which  reqnlce  aome  thongbt.  I  ahatl  coualder  tb* 
whole  aerloDsIy  and  give  yon  a  lull  answer  with  aucb  advice  and  dlrectlona,  aa 
win  I  trust  prove  aatlaCactory  to  yon. 

Tben  gave  tbem  pipea,  Tobacco.  A  aome  liquor,  A  adjoomed. 

Brotheta  tbe  Cblefa  of  Oneldaa. 

I  hear  with  much  Foneera  your  complalnti  agalnat  tbe  Clergyman  at  one  ot 
your  Tillagea;  you  have,  'cla  trae,  more  than  once  applied  on  thla  anbject.  and  I 
■m  very  aorry  to  And  them  now  much  aggrayated.  as  I  am  alwaya  Inclined  to 
Judge  favoarably  of  the  Clergy  and  witling  to  bope.  tbat  they  have  only  for  their 
object  the  promoting  Religion  and  virtue.  I  could  wlah  for  the  credit  of  RellRlon 
and  the  character  of  tbat  Oentleman,  that  yoar  charges  were  not  well  founded; 
I  bope  tbat  you  have  coualdered  all  thla.  and  as  the  natnre  ot  thla  charge.  If 
tw«,  reodera  hla  condnct  very  culpable,  I  shall  be  glad  -to  have  the  moat  clp- 
cnmatantlBl  account  of  inch  partlcnlara,  before  I  can  determine  on  any  thing, 
and  In  tbe  Interim,  It  you  are  convinced,  tbat  yon  have  fairly  atated  tbe  matter 
yon  may  algnlfy  your  alagust  In  anch  a  manner  aa  becomea  moderate  Hen  lowarda 
a  Ulnlater.  whoae  peraon  should  always  be  treated  witb  reapect  on  acconnt  of  hla 
aacred  profesalou,  Hla  recommending  It  to  you  to  Burn  a  tetter  aent  to  me  on 
pnbllc  alTalra.  appears  very  eitraordlnary  Indeed,  lor  whatever  were  the  contenta. 
It  waa  unJuBtlflAIe  Co  atop  It  and  I  hope  yon  yontaelve*  will  be  more  carelull  In 
thla  particular  In  futare  and  not  give  enconragement  to  people  who  have  no 
authority  to  Intermeddle  In  public  aftalra. 

—Col.  DocB.  N.  T.  Vol.  vlll,  pp.  K34.  D36,  US.  S3S. 

Bill  Amending  Time  for  Collectinq  Mosey  for  Ministry 
Act. 


I  tha   Council,   dealrlng  their   < 


thereto,  mtltled,  "An  Act  for  altartog  the  time  of  ■aaeaalng  and  collecting  the 
tazea  for  the  support  at  a  minister  and  tbe  poor  In  tbe  dt;  ol  New  York." 
Oomtell  Jeurnat.  1046.  Read :  aecond  reading  ordered  IMS.  Comnlttad,  Jan. 
27,  1H7.    Pasaed,  Ian.  28,  1048.     bacted,  Jan.  81 ;  p.  177S. 


Ciiuiicii  OF  New  York. 
Psalm  Books. 

New  Twk,  Feb.  Bth,  177B. 

CooBlBtory  held  after  calling  on  Ood'a  nana. 

Hr.  Bayly  requested  a  remlaalou  of  rent,  for  1 
Moitb  Church,  In  Schots  street,  on  aeootiot  «f  aomi 
tbe  chorcb  to  hla  houaa. 

B«8alv«4  That  Mr.  Jna  de  Peyster  b«  dlreetad  to  damand  tbft  uraan  <A  wniL 
witbont  aAntemoit,  and  in  case  ol  rernaal  to  aall  tba  boUUns. 
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Mr.  Gardiner  d«ilr«d  a  lease  of  three  lots  on  Dateh  Street,  for  thlrtj  jmn. 
This  was  granted  on  condition  that  he  pay  £12.  yearly  for  the  first  fifteen  years, 
and  £16  for  the  foUowtng. 

As  to  the  Psalm  books  <m  hand.  In  order  to  get  them  off  earlier,  the  Consistory 
ResolTSd,  That  they  should  be  sold  at  six  shillings  a  copy  by  the  doacn  or  half 
dosen;  and  at  seven  shillings  by  the  single  eopy;  and  that  Mr.  Gerrit  Abeel  be 
reqnested  to  have  some  of  them  bound. 

MrsL  Tan  Syst  and  Mrs.  Mc  Colllck  were  reoelTOd  as  poor  persofm  to  be  mahi- 
talned  on  the  terms  prorlded. 

Signed, 

Lambertns  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President 

Church  of  Nbw  York. 

New  Tork,  lCai«h  9th,  177& 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

The  Elders,  ran  Zandt,  and  Bancker,  to  whom  the  lesslng  of  the  above  mentlooed 
lots  to  Gardlnler  was  entrusted,  reported,  that  they  had  agreed  with  the  said 
Gardlnler  for  £12.  the  first  fifteen  years,  and  £13.  for  the  second  term;  and  that 
he  by  the  first  of  May  next  shoold  set  open  the  street,  and  set  the  honsea  In  ods 
line  with  the  others.    This  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Philips  reqaested  his  lease  to  be  altered  from  80  to  46  yearn.  Tlila  was 
refused. 

Signed  etc, 

Archibald  LaidU^  p.  t.  Prestdent, 

General  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Church 

OF  New  York,  April,  1775. 

Extracts. 

^Missives  of  the  Reverend  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Depiitati  reported,  that  In  January  last  a  letter  from  the  Rey.  Clasds  of 
Amsterdam,  addressed  to  the  Rev.  General  Body,  came  to  hand,  and  that  it  hid 
been  opened  according  to  order.  Said  missive  was  placed  upon  the  table  and  reid, 
as  also  a  duplicate  of  the  forementloned,  which  embraced,  besides  the  ctrntents  of 
the  aforesaid,  a  copy  of  a  missive  from  the  Rev.  Professor  G.  Bonnet,  in  the  name 
of  the  Rev.  Theological  Faculty  at  Utrecht,  to  R.  A.  Ten  Brlnck,  Deput.  ad  r9$ 
ewtera.  Claaa.  Ac8telcd8.,  the  first  dated  4th  September,  Anno  1774;  the  secosd, 
14th  January,  1775;  the  general  Import  having  respect  to  the  Professorship. 


Professorate. 

This  body  regard  themselves  greatly  obliged  to  the  Rev.  Faculty  at  Utrecht  and 
the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  on  account  of  the  pains  they  have  taken  In  tills 
matter ;  and  however  desirous  this  Body  be  to  see  this  subject  of  the  Profestoratt 
brought  In  the  speediest  manner  to  the  consummatloh,  yet  in  view  oi  its  Importtneef 
especially  as  relates  to  the  distant  future  of  our  country,  they  defer  actioD  t(X 
the  present,  with  the  following  limitations:  that  the  Deputati,  with  the  PreildeDt 
and  Clork  of  the  present  moetinp,  as  a  standing  commjttee  be  directed,  provided  to 
their  judgment  the  state  of  the  times  and  other  circumstances  permit  the  cos* 
venlng  of  the  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Dutch  Church  pertaining  to  oar  MSt 
at  New  York,  to  send  circular  letters  at  the  condaslon  of  sommer  to  all  the  Uf'^ 
Bodies,  with  the  request  that  all  their  subordinate  members,  each  Member  bM 
accompanied  by  one  of  his  Elders,  assemble  at  New  York,  on  the  fifth  of  October 
next,  wheh  also  the  Ordinary  General  Meeting  shall  be  held,  on  Tneadsy,  befof 
the  asaal  time,  In  order  that  thctn,  \si  \:hA  %!bl  of  all  the  Brethrm,  the 
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measures  may  be  taken  for  the  formation  of  a  sofficient  fund  for  tht  calling  a 
Professor,  on  the  express  condition  that  there  shall  then  ha  no  OTerhanllnj;  of 
what  has  already  been  done  upon  this  subject. 


Condition  of  Oub  Country. 

This  Body  taking  to  heart  the  present  sad  and  perilous  condition  of  oar  land, 
and  considering  that  our  multiplied,  aggravated,  long  continued,  and  unlamented 
alns,  have  afforded  reason  to  God  to  give  up  our  land  to  the  most  deplorable 
calamities,  Judge,  that  its  inhabitants  are  in  the  clearest  manner  called  to  re- 
pentance and  conversion,  and  they  thus  recommend  to  all  the  Reformed  Churches  of 
their  communion  in  the  two  Provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  to  set  apart 
'Wednesday,  7th  May  next,  as  a  day  of  solemn,  humiliation,  with  fasting  and 
X>rayer,  for  the  forgiveness  of  sins  and  averting  of  deserved  miseries. 


Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  Governor  Tryon. 

Petition  of  the  Presbyterians,  and  the  Dutch  Church  to  increase 
the  number  of  members  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Denominational  Charters. 

Whitehall  May  4th,  1775. 
Sir: 

The  King  has  no  douht  that  the  religious  communities  in  New  York  as  well  the 
Dissenters  as  those  of  the  Established  Church  are  fully  satisfied  of  His  Majesty*s 
gracious  Intentions  tQ  afford  them  all  reasonable  support  and  Protection;  His 
Majestys  good  disposition  in  that  respect  hath  been  manifested  in  many  recent 
Instances  of  Grace  and  favor  to  both. 

What  is  now  requested,  however  by  the  reformed  Dutch  &  Presbyterian  churches 
and  by  the  Members  of  Kings  College  involves  constitutional  questions  of  great 
difficulty,  and  It  is  more  especially  necessary  that  the  Charter  proposed  In  the  latter 
case  should  have  the  fullest  consideration  before  any  step  is  taken  upon  It.  To 
that  end  I  have  received  the  Kings  Commands  to  lay  the  Draft  of  that  charter, 
transmitted  to  you  by  Mr.  Colden,  before  the  Privy  Council  in  order  that  it  may 
be  put  into  such  a  train  of  examination  as  shall  be  judged  necessary,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  likely  that  their  Lordships  will  be  induced  to  advise  the  King,  to  grant 
a  charter  which  is  to  have  the  effect  to  increase  the  number  of  Members  in  the 
Honse  of  Representatives  without  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  that  House;  in 
other  respects  the  Charter  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  liable  to  any  material 
objection. 

The  only  doubt  or  difficulty  that  has  occurred,  upon  the  request  of  the  reformed 
Dutch  &  Presbyterian  Churches  for  Charters  of  Incorporation,  is  whether  such 
Charters  would  not  have  the  effect  to  give  an  establishment  inconsistent,  with  the 
Principles  of  the  Laws  of  England,  and  it  is  the  more  necessary  to  attend  to  this 
difficulty,  as  it  was  first  stated  by  the  Council  of  New  York,  in  the  case  of  the 
application  made  In  1766  by  the  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  within  the  City  of  New  York ;  If  however  upon  consideration  of  the  several 
cases  in  which  this  privilege  is  now  requested,  the  Law  Servants  of  the  King  in 
fbe  Province,  and  the  Council  whom  you  will  consult  upon  them  shall  be  of  opinion 
that  they  are  free  from  any  difficulty  of  such  a  nature,  it  is  the  King's  pleasure 
that  you  do  grant  such  charter  of  incorporation,  conformable  to  what  has  been 
spproved  of  by  His  Majesty  in  a  like  Case  within  the  Province  of  New  Jersey  of 
*  wblch  you  will  be  particularly  informed  by  the  enclosed  Papers. 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vlll,  pp.  672,  678,  674. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  TRYOX, 

JUNE  28, 1775-MARCH  23,  1780. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

1775,  July  17th.  Art  47.  Synodalia.  The  Classis  has  re- 
ceived no  information  from  the  Churches  in  North  America  on 
account  of  the  troubles  there  prevailing,     xv.  31. 


Synod  of  North  Hoij-and  at  Edam,  July  25-Aug.  3,  1775. 
Article  47. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  communicates  that,  according  to  a 
private  letter  from  that  land,  it  was  due  to  the  troubled  condition 
of  the  country  that  no  report  had  been  received.  This  matter  re- 
mains  recommended  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 


Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Aog.  10,  1775. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  the  Lord*s  name. 

A  lease  was  giren  to  Dayld  Gardner,  for  a  lot  In  Dutch  Street,  for  thirty  yesrir 
at  the  rate  of  £12.  for  the  first  fifteen  years,  and  £13.  for  the  remaining  flftees 
years.     Lease  dated  April  1,  1775. 

Also  a  lease  to  Gerrlt  Scholter  for  a  lot  in  Dutch  Street  for  thirty  years,  it  t 
rent  of  £4.  for  the  first  six  years,  and  £6.  for  the  next  nine,  and  £6 :10.  for  th« 
remaining  fifteen  years.     Lease  dated  April  25,  1776. 

J.  H.  Livingston,  p.  t.  President 


Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  Sept.  4,  1775. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Deputies  ad  res  exteras  having  as  yet  received  no  letters  from  New  York  tad 
New  Jersey  proposed  to  and  asked  Classis  whether  they  should  wait  to  forwaid 
the  Synodlcal  Acts  of  the  past  year  until  the  arrival  of  the  letters,  or  whether 
they  should  forward  them  anyhow :  whereupon  It  was  resolved  to  permit  the 
Deputies  to  send  the  Acta  anyhow,  as  opportunity  served,  with  an  express  request 
that  those  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  would  let  them  know  In  writing  as  sooft 
as  possible  the  state  of  the  church  among  them.    Qnod  factum. 

zitT:19t 


or  THD  SlATB  cw  Nsw  YCffiK.  42S9 

17 

Heiteblai,  Mbbtino   of  the  Ministebs  and  Eu>bbs  of  the 

Chubch  of  New  York,  Oct.  3-7,  1775. 

Extracts. 

Case:  of  Rev.  M&ybb  and  the  CoiroKEaATiON  of  Kingston. 

Aa  rcKaidi  the  bualoeu  of  Bat.  U«7aT  and  tbe  CDDKregmUon  of  StOBitoo,  con- 
meDded  to  ui  bj  the  Ber.  Clusla,  the  Ber.  Bod7  ordained  that  the  paracrapb  of 
the  letter  of  the  Bev.  Clusla  relative  is  thla  point  be  cDnunonlcated  to  tb*  Bar. 
ConilitQTT  of  Slngiton  bj  tbe  BeT.  Depntatni  who  la  to  be  dOMO. 

Classis  of  Austebdam  to  tub  Genbbal  Meeting  of  Ministebs 
AiTD  Eldebs  in  New  Yoek  and  New  Jekset.  Oct.  12,  1775. 
Vol.  31. 

Bar.  and  yarj-learned  Sir*,  and  Hlgblr-eateemcd  Brethren : — 

We  bope  yon  have  reeetTad  oac  iMt  tiro  lettara,  aemt  jon  last  jear  at  the  proiMr 
time. 

Bnt  a*er  ainca  joa  litfontiad  ua  that  a  Oaneral  Heetlnf  waa  held  at  Klnfittn, 
Oct.  stb  to  Oct  Stb,  ITT8,  and  of  the  bniiDeaa  then  done,  we  ban  beard  notbinf 
nore  of  the  condition  of  your  Chnrcb.  We  sreatlr  long,  howeier.  to  baar  from 
joD.  We  tberefore  eameatlj-  reqoeet  jon  to  rejoice  oar  hearts  with  pleaMnt 
Information,  even  aa  we  endeaTor  to  rejoice  jonr  hearts  hr  landlDK  roo,  wttb 
tbiB  letter,  the  Hlnntea  of  tbe  87°od  of  North  BolUmd,  held  at  Bokhnlien,  for  1TT4. 
Thla  we  do  to  toMer  tbli  friendly  and  brotherlj   correaiKmdeoce. 

With  this  we  bava  the  honor,  after  wllbtns  for  jon  Qod'a  beat  blearing  to  nb- 
■crtbe  oQTBelTea  with  all  reepeet^  etc.,  etc, 

Harman  Hnbert,   Dep.   Praea. 
F.    Sermrler,    Scrlta. 
Amatetdaa,  Oct.  13,  1T7B. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdam. 
New  Yokk  and  New  Jersey. 
1776,  June  24tli.     SynodaUa.     Art.  47  ad  46  (47 !)     Informa- 
tion from  our  Committee  ad  ree  Exteras  inserted,     xv.  75, 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  Jcly-Adq.  1776. 
Article  45. — New  Yobk  and  New  Jersey. 
The  Classis  of  Amsterdara  has  received  no  report  from  those 
-cfaurcbes.     The  matter  continaes  to  be  further  recommended  to  it. 

Episcopal  Chueche3  in  New  York  at  the  Opening  of  the 
Revolution,  1776. 
At  the  he^nninf^  of  the  Revolution  there  were  in  New  York 
KUtf  only  four  congregations  of  the  Church  oi  "£ih^imA.    TTnsftq 
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Churchy  1697 ;  her  two  Chapels — St.  George's  in  Beekman  street, 
1752;  and  St  Paul's,  on  Broadway,  1766;  and  also  a  congrega- 
tion worshiping  in  Horse  and  Cart  Lane  (William  street).    In 
Westchester  County  there  were  Episcopal  Congregations  at  Bed- 
ford, New  Castle,  New  Rochelle,  North  Salem,  Peekskill,  Eye, 
Yonkers,  East  Chester  and  West  Chester.     On  Long  Island,  the 
missionaries  of  the  Society  had  extended  their  labors  from  Brook- 
lyn  to  Islip,  with  strong  centres  at  Jamaica,  Newtown  and  Hemp- 
stead.    On  Staten  Island,  St.  Andrew's  Church,  Richmond,  was 
the  principal   spiritual  home  of  a  large  part  of  the   population. 
There  were  also  Episcopal  churches  at  Albany,  Eishkill,  lithgow, 
(Linlithgow?)  Poughkeepsie,  Newburgh  and  Walden.       Wilbe^" 
force,  in  a  history  of  the  American  (Episcopal)  Church  in  1761, 
puts  the  population  at  one  himdred  thousand,  and  the  number  of 
Episcopalians  at  twenty  five  thousand.     William  Smith,  however, 
puts  the  number  of  Episcopalians  at  about  one  fifteenth  of  the 
whole,  or  about  six  thousand. 

During  the  Kevolution. 

During  the  Revolution  the  very  name  "  Church  of  England " 
was  a  heavy  burden  for  her  to  bear,  and  made  her  obnoxious  to 
the  great  mass  of  the  people.  In  New  York,  most  of  her 
ministers  and  people  were  Royalists.  But  it  must  be  said  also 
that  most  of  them  were  missionaries  of  the  English  Society,  and 
therefore,  imder  oath  to  support  the  Crown.  New  York  City  was 
held  by  the  British  tbroupjhout  the  war,  while  Long  Island  and 
Westchester  were  debatable  ground  and  suffered  in  turn  from 
each  side.  Many  Episcopals  who  fled  to  Nova  Scotia  or  the 
Bermudas,  had  their  property  oonfiscatod,  an«l  this  was  somotime* 
true  even  of  Church  lands.  Trinity  Church  in  New  York  City 
was  burned  in  1776,  when  about  a  fourth  part  of  the  houses  were 
also  destroyed. 
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(JOVEKNOR  TbYON  TO  LOBI>  QbOEOE  GbRMAIN^ 

The  Established  Churches  Closed. 

Ship    Dutchess    of    Gordon. 

Off  Staten  Island,  Ang!  14,  1776. 
Ifj  Lord: 

The  confederate  Colonies  have  declared  themselyes  Independent  States:  Enclosed 
Is  a  printed  copy  of  their  Declaration  of  Independency,  which  was  published 
through  the  streets  of  New  York  the  middle  of  last  month,  where  the  King's 
Statue  has  been  demolished,  as  well  as  the  King's  Arms  In  the  City  Hall,  the 
established  churches  shut  up,  and  every  Vestage  of  Royalty,  as  far  as  has  been 
In  the  power  of  the  Rebels,  done  away.  The  persons  of  the  Mayors  of  the  Cities 
of  York  and  Albany,  Judges,  Councellors,  Magistrates  and  principal  gentlemeoi 
of  the  Country  that  are  not  in  rebel  lion,  seised  and  secured,  and  eyen  down  to  the 
meanest  planters  persecuted  and  tyrannised  over. 

The  whole  armament  destined  for  this  part  of  America,  except  the  last  dlvlsloii 
of  the  Hessians,  being  now  assembled  here,  I  ezjiect,  by  the  courage  and  strength    , 
of  this  noble  Army,  tyranny  will  be  crushed  and  legal  government  restored 

As  the  Military  and  Naval  operations  do  not  lye  within  my  department,  I  shall 
leave  the  relations  of  them  to  those  gentlemen  who  have  the  honor  to  guide  them. 

I  am  with  all  possible  respect.  My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  Servant, 

Wm.  TryoD. 


Trinity  Church  Burned. 

New  York,  September  24,  1776. 
My  Lord: 

At  the  same  time  that  I  have  the  happiness  to  acquaint  Your  Lordship  that  on 
the  15th  Inst.  General  Howe,  with  the  forces  under  his  command,  by  admirable 
skill,  spirit  and  conduct,  made  himself  master  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  one- 
half  of  the  Island;  It  grieves  me  to  inform  You  that  on  the  21st,  about  two  In 
the  Morning,  the  Western  part  of  the  Town  was  set  on  fire  by  a  number  of 
Incendiaries,  and  which  raged  with  such  violence  as  destroyed,  it  is  thought,  one 
fourth  part  of  the  City,  before  the  flames  could  be  extinguished.  Many  of  the 
incendiaries  are  now  in  prison,  and  two  or  three  were  killed  as  they  were  detected 
in  their  hellish  design-  Many  circumstances  lead  to  conjecture  that  Mr.  Wasbin)?ton 
was  privy  to  this  villainous  Act,  as  he  sent  all  the  bells  of  the  churches  out  of 
town,  under  pretence  of  casting  them  Into  cannon,  whereas  it  Is  much  more  probable 
to  prevent  the  alarm  being  given  by  ringing  of  the  Bells  before  the  fire  should  get  a 
head  beyond  the  reach  of  Engines  and  Buckets:  besides  some  Officers  of  his  army 
were  found  concealed  in  the  City,  supposed  for  this  devillish  purpose.  The  town 
was  thought  to  be  saved  more  by  a  sudden  change  in  the  wind  (which  blew  strong), 
and  pulling  down  Intermediate  houses,  than  by  water.  It  is  afflicting  to  Titw  the 
wretched  and  miserable  Inhabitants  who  have  lost  their  all,  the  numbers  of 
reputable  shop  keepers  that  are  reduced  to  beggary,  and  many  in  want  for  their 
families  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  fire  broke  out  in  sundry  places  nearly  at 
the  same  time,  but  was  first  discovered  at  White  Hall  Stairs,  and  has  bum't  the 
whole  body  of  the  buildings  that  lyes  between  George  Street  and  Broad  Street,  as 
high  up  as  the  City  Hall,  and  all  the  buildings  on  the  North  of  Fort  George, 
lying  between  the  North  River  and  Great  George  Street  as  far  up  as  King's 
College,  excepting  a  few  houses  and  St.  Paul's  Church,  and  almost  all  the  houses 
on  the  Church  Estate,  with  Trinity  Church,  Is  totally  consumed;  It  really  seems 
the  conflagration  was  directed  against  the  interest  of  the  Church.  Ttkft  ^\A^  Ty^^Kv 
Warehouses,  and  the  Commercial  part  of  the  City  It  aa  ^^et  «ai«,  axi'^  «^«ii  tsi««arit» 
purmed  Py  Oeaenl  Bobertaon,  Commanding  Officer  Ui  lile^  Xoc^  %«AiX<e&  ^i  i^wA^^ 
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to  establlBli  vDch  regulations  and  police  as  may  ensare  Its  future  security.  I  was 
at  Flatbush  at  Mr.  Axtell's  four  miles  from  the  City  for  the  recoTery  of  my 
health  and  strength  when  this  dreadful  erent  befel  this  devoted  City. 

—Col.  Does.  N»  Y.  Vol.  tUI.  688-4,  686. 


State  of  the  Anglo-American   Church,  by  Rev.   Charles 
Inolis  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York. 

Inteuklption  of  Correspondence. 

New  York,  October  31st,  177& 
ReTereud  Sir: — 

The  confusions  which  hare  prevailed  in  North  America  for  some  time  past 
must  haTo  necessarily  interrupted  the  correspondence  of  the  Missionaries  with  the 
Society,  and  that  to  such  a  degree  as  to  lesTC  the  Society  in  the  darlc  with 
respect  to  the  situation  both  of  the  Missionaries  and  the  Missions  at  present.  I 
flatter  myself,  therefore,  that  a  short  authentic  account  of  them:  and  of  the 
Church  of  England  In  general  in  this  and  the  adjacent  colonies,  may  be  acceptable 
to  the  Society  at  this  most  critical  period.  The  success  of  his  Majesty's  arms  in 
reducing  this  city,  and  driving  out  the  rebels,  the  15th  of  last  month,  affords  me 
an  opportunity  of  doing  this,  as  packets  are  now  again  established  between  this 
port  and  England. 


All  the  Episcopal  Clergy  Loyal  to  England. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  assure  you  that  all  the  Society's  Missionariea,  without 
excepting  one.  in  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Connecticut,  and  so  far  as  I  can  learn. 
In  the  othor  New  Ruf^tand  colonies,  have  proved  themselves  faithful,  loyal  vab- 
Jects  In  thoKo  tryinj;;  tlnu^s;  and  have  to  the  utmost  of  their  power  opposed  the 
spirit  of  disnfToctlon  und  rebellion  which  has  involved  this  continent  in  the 
greatest  cnlninltleB.  I  must  add,  that  all  the  other  clergy  of  our  Church  In  the 
above  colonies,  thoufrh  not  In  the  Society's  service,  have  observed  the  same  line 
of  rondnct:  ami  althoufrh  their  Joint  endeavours  could  not  wholly  prevent  the 
rebellion,  yet  they  checked  It  considerably  for  some  time,  and  prevented  many 
thousandM   from   plunging   Into   it    who   otherwise   would   certainly    have   done  so. 


Dks.  Chandler  and  Cooper  Obliged  to  Flee. 

You  have  doubtless,  been  long  since  informed  by  my  worthy  friends.  Dr.  Chandler 
and  Dr.  Cooper,  to  what  an  height  our  violences  were  raised  so  early  as  May 
1775,  when  they  were  lK>th  obliged  to  fly  from  hence  and  seek  protection  in 
England. 

These  violences  have  been  gradually  increasing  ever  since;  and  this  with  the 
delay  of  sending  over  succours,  and  the  King's  troops  totally  abandoning  this 
province,  reduced  the  friends  of  government  here  to  a  most  disagreeable  and 
dangerous  situation,  particularly  the  Clergy,  who  were  viewed  with  peculiar  envy 
and  malignity  by  the  disaffected:  for.  although  civil  liberty  was  the  ostensible 
object,  the  bait  that  was  flung  out  to  catch  the  populace  at  large  and  engage 
them  in  the  rebellion,  yet  It  Is  now  past  all  doubt  that  an  abolition  of  the  Church 
of  England  was  one  of  the  principal  springs  of  the  dissenting  leaders'  condoct; 
and  hence  the  unanimity  of  dissenters  in  this  business.  Their  universal  defection 
from  government,  emancipating  themselves  from  the  Jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain, 
and  becoming  independent,  was  a  ne^esiai'f  step  towards  this  grand  object 
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Patriotism  of  the  PiiESBVTEKiANs. 

I  hBT?  It  from  good  aii(borlty  tbnt  tbe  Presbfterlsa  mlDlsters.  at  t  ayDod 
irbpTF  moat  or  tbcm  In  tbe  middle  colonies  were  colltcled,  paised  a  reaolTC  to 
ropport  the  ContlneiiUl  Congrtaa  In  all  their  meatnrea.  Ttit  •Dd  thia  only  mo 
account  for  the  nnlformlty  of  their  condnct;  tor  I  do  not  know  one  of  them,  nor 
hiiTB  I  been  able,  after  alrlct  Inquiry,  to  benr  of  any.  who  did  not.  by  preoeblns 
and  erery  effoct  In   their  power,   promote  all   the  mtBBUrea  of  the  congreBS,   how- 


Ol'PGSlTlON    TO    El'ISCOPAL    ClKKOY. 

The  Clersf  amldat  the  acene  of  tumalt  and  dlaorder.  weot  on  ateadUy  with  thplr 
duty:  In  their  aermonH.  confldlng  Ibemaclvea  to  tbe  doclrlnea  of  the  Ooapel,  witb- 
ont  touchlEK  on  pollllcs:  using  their  Inflncnee  to  allny  our  heata  and  cherlah  a 
spirit  of  loyolty  nraoDg  the  people.  This  eonduct,  howeTer  harmleaa.  gare  great 
offence  to  our  flamlni;  pnlrlota.  wbo  laid  It  docrn  aa  a  mniJm.  "Thai  Ihoae  who 
were  not  for  them  were  agnlnut  them."  Tbe  Clerity  were  everywhere  threatened, 
often  rerlled  with  tbe  moat  opprobloua  iBngnage.  EOmotlmea  treated  with  bralal 
violence.  Some  have  been  carded  prlaonera  by  armed  moba  loto  dtslHot  prortncea. 
where  they  were  detained  Id  cloae  eonanemeut  for  aereral  week  a,  a  ml  much 
iDsoltedi  without  any  crime  being  eren  alledged  against  Ibem.  Some  bare  beeo 
Onng  lata  JbIIb  by  committees  for  trlTolona  suspicions  of  plots,  ol  which  even  ihelr 
persecalora  afterwards  nerinltted  Ibem.  Some  wbo  were  obliged  to  fly  their  own 
proTlDce  to  save  their  lives  have  been  takeo  prlsooers.  sent  back,  and  are 
threatened  to  be  tried  for  tbelr  lives  because  they  fled  from  doDger  Some  have 
been  polled  out  of  tbe  rending  desk  becanae  they  prayed  tor  tbe  King,  and  that 
before  Independency  was  declared.  OTbera  have  been  warned  to  appear  at  militia 
mnstera  with  their  arms,  have  been  fined  for  not  appearlns,  and  threatened  with 
Imprisonment  for  not  paying  those  floea.  Others  have  bad  Ihelr  houaea  plnndered. 
and  tbelr  desks  broken  open  under  pretence  of  tbelr  containing  treaaonable  papers. 

I  could  nil  ■  Tobime  with  sach  Instances;  and  you  may  rely  on  tbe  facta  I  have 
mentioned  as  Indubitable,  tor  I  can  name  the  persons,  and  have  these  particulars 
attested  In  the  simplest  manner.  The  persons  concerned  are  all  my  acqulntaocea, 
and  not  very  distant:  nor  did  tbey  draw  this  treatment  on  themselves  by  any 
imprudence,  but  for  sdherlnR  to  their  doty,  which  gave  offence  to  aome  dema- 
gogues, who  raised  mobs  to  peraecnte  them  on  that  very  acconnt.  Whatever 
reluctance  or  pain  a  benevolent  heart  may  feel  In  recounting  such  things,  which 
are.  Indeed  a  disgrace  to  hnmanlty  and  rellRlon,  yet  tbey  ought  to  be  held  np 
to  view,  the  more  elTeetually  to  expose  tbe  baneful  nature  of  persecution,  make  It 
detestable,  and  put  mankind  on  tbelr  gaard  against  tbelr  first  approacbes.  Were 
every  Instance  of  Ibis  kind  faithfully  collected.  It  Is  probable  that  tbe  sufferings 
of  the  American  clercy  would  appear,  In  many  respects,  not  Inferior  to  thoae  of 
the  EDKlIsh  clergy  In  the  great  rebellion  of  the  last  centnry;  and  sneb  a  work 
would  be  no  bad  supplement  to  "  Walker's  Safferlngii  of  the  Clergy." 


Inolis'  Opinion  op  the  Americas  Revolution. 

The  present  rebellion  Is  certainly  one  of  tbe  most  causeless,  nnprovobed.  and 
annaturnl  that  ever  disgraced  nay  country;  a  rebellion  marked  with  peculiarly 
a(!gravalcd  clreumstonces  of  gnlll  and  Ingratitude;  yet  amldat  this  general  detec- 
tion, there  ore  very  mnuy  who  have  exhibited  Instancea  of  fortitude  and  adherence 
to  tbelr  duty  which  do  hiinor  to  human  nature  and  Christianity;  many  who.  for 
the  sake  of  a  good  conscience,  have  Incnrred  Insulta.  persecutions,  and  loss  of 
property,  when  a  compliance  wltb  the  spirit  of  the  times  bad  Insared  them 
applause,  pmflt.  and  that  eminence  of  which  tbe  human  heart  Is  naturally  ao 
fond.  Perhaps  such  esses  are  the  moat  tiylng  to  a  man's  fortitude,  tk^c^  iB)n« 
■0.  In  my  opinion,  than  those  which  uo  tiidllcii,  anA  w\k«ie  ftaucer,  \%><»iCd.  -oun^ 
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apparent,  yet  is  not  more  certain  or  real.    The  one  la  like  a  weight  imsMfbU 
preMlng   on    na,    which    waatea   and   conaomea   oar   atrength;   the   other,   like  t 

transient  Impulse,  which,  by  sudden  exertion  of  strength,  may  be  resisted.  It  Is 
but  justice  to  say  that  those  Instances  were  exhibited  by  the  members  of  onr 
Church:  there  Is  not  one  of  the  clergy  In  the  proTlnces  I  have  apeclfled,  of  whom 
this  may  not  be  affirmed:  and  very  few  of  the  laity  who  were  respectable  or  men 
of  property,  have  Joined  In  the  rebellion. 


Dkclakation  of  Independence. 

Thus  matters  continued:  the  clergy  proceeding  regularly  In  the  discharge  of 
their  duty  where  the  hand  of  violence  did  not  Interfere,  until  the  beginning  of 
last  July,  when  the  congresH  thought  proper  to  make  an  explicit  dcclaratloa  of 
Independency,  by  whl(*h  all  connexion  with  Great  Britain  was  to  be  broken  off, 
and  the  Amorioans  released  from  any  allegiance  to  our  gracious  sovereign.  For 
my  part,  I  had  long  expected  this  event:  It  was  what  the  meaaures  of  the  con* 
gresH  from  the  beginning  uniformly  and  necessarily  led  to. 


The  Cleegy  Shut  up  Their  Churches,  Unable  to  Pray  fob 

The  King,  With  a  Few  Exceptions. 

This  declaration  Increased  the  embarrassments  of  the  clergy.  To  ofBclate  pub- 
licly, and  not  pray  for  the  King  and  royall  family  according  to  the  Utargy,  wii 
a  go  Inst  their  duty  and  oath,  as  well  as  dictates  of  their  conscience;  and  yet  to 
use  the  prayers  for  the  King  and  royal  family  would  have  drawn  Inevitable 
destruction  on  them.  The  only  course  which  they  could  pursue,  to  avoid  both 
evils,  was  to  suspend  the  public  exercise  of  their  function,  and  ahut  up  their 
Churches. 

Tills,  accordingly  was  done.  It  Is  very  remarkable  that  although  the  clergy  of 
those  provlnee»  I  have  mentioned  did  not.  and.  Indeed,  could  not,  consult  each 
other  on  this  interest  In?  occasion,  yet  they  all  tA\  upon  the  same  method  of 
shutting  up  their  churchos.  Tin*  venerable  Mr.  Beach,  of  Connecticut,  only  Is  to 
be  excepted,  If  my  luf«»rniatIou  be  right,  who  officiated  as  usual  after  lndepend»»Dcy 
was  declarc<l.  au<l.  upon  being  warned  of  bin  danger,  declared,  with  the  firmness 
and  Kplrit  of  a  primitive  confessor,  *'  That  he  would  do  his  duty,  preach  and 
pray  for  the  King,  till  the  rebels  cut  out  his  tongne."  All  the  ehnrchea  In  Con- 
necticut, (Mr.  Hiach'rt  cxotptcd.  If  the  above  account  be  true,  and  I  had  It  from 
pretty  good  authority.)  as  well  as  those  In  this  province,  except  In  this  city.  Long 
Island,  and  Sfaten  Island,  where  his  Majesty's  arms  have  penetrated,  are  now 
shut  up.  Tills  Is  alsi)  the  case  with  every  Church  In  New  Jersey:  and  I  am 
Informed  by  a  gcntl<'man  lately  returned  from  Pennsylvania,  who  had  been  a 
prisoner  there  for  s<»nie  time,  that  the  churches  In  the  several  Misalona  of  that 
province  are  shut  up.  one  or  two  excepted,  where  the  prayers  for  the  King  and 
royal  family  are  omitted.     The  Ohurches  In  Philadelphia  are  open. 


Position  in  Viuginia. 

How  matters  are  clrciipistanccd   In  the  more  southerly  colonies,   I  cannot  learn 
with  any  certainty;  only  that  the  provincial  convention  of  Vlrslnla  ha^  tiitcB 

upon  thi'iiisolv«s  to  publish  an  «'iil<r,  by  which  some  collects  for  the  King  are 
to  be  wholly  omitted  In  the  liturgy,  and  others  altered;  the  word  "common- 
wealth" being  substituted  fiir  the  "King".  For  my  part,  I  never  expected 
much  goml  of  those  clergy  ami>ng  them  who  oppose  an  American  episcopate.  If 
such  should  now  renounce  their  allegiance,  and  abandon  their  doty.  It  Is  no  more 
than  what  might  naturally  be  looked  for.  There  are,  however,  several  worthy 
clergymen  In  thos*'  provln^^es.  some  of  whom  I  hear  have  taken  aanctuary  In 
En/rlaud,  particularly  Irom  Vm^jKh^. 
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New  Yokk  City  in  the  Rbvolutiott. 

Tbli  proTlace,  althongb  tbe  mo>t  layal  and  peaceable  ol  anj  on  the  contln^at, 
br  ■  strange  fatalll;  Is  become  the  scene  of  war.  and  suffers  most.  This  cltj, 
efpeclallr.  baa  a  double  portion  of  tbe  calamlllea  brouffbt  OD  hj  tbe  present  rebel- 
lion; and  perbips  a  briet  delall  of  our  BlluRtlon  for  some  manths  past,  mar  gretlfj 
nirtoalty.  and  rooTer  to  the  SoclelT  tbe  oleareat  Idea  of  the  state  of  tblDgs  here. 
Cpon  Oeaeral  Howe'a  departure  from  Boston  to  Hallfai.  early  la  the  last  spring, 
tbe  rebel  army  wns  drown  to  Ihls  clly,  which  they  (orllfled  In  the  best  manner 
they  could,  eipecting  It  would  be  ottadted.  Most  of  the  Inhabltanta,  waroed  by 
these  symptoms  of  the  gatberlnK  storm,  moved  Into  the  counlry,  and  enrrled  their 
TBlnable  effecls  wtlh  them.  Among  others,  I  moved  my  fomlly.  consisting  of  a 
wife  and  three  small  children,  seventy  miles  op  HudsoD's  River  where  they  still 
remain,  tbat  part  of  the  eonntry  brInK  yet  possessed  by  the  rebels.'  Dr.  Aaeb- 
muty.  tbe  rector,  being  mtirh  Indisposed  during  the  spring  and  siimtner.  retired 
with  his  family  to  Brunswick  in  New  Jersey;  and  tbe  care  of  the  chnrches.  In  bis 
■bacDce,  of  eoBTM,  derolyed  on  me,  u  the  old«at  aaalstut,  m  (ItiiBtlon  traiy 
dtncult  and  trying  In  such  times,  especially  ai  tbe  other  asslatauta  were  young 
and  Ineiperleuced.  tbongb  very  loyal,  and  other  wise  worthy  men. 

Washinotox  in  New  York. 

AlKint  tbe  middle  of  April.  Mr.  Washington,  Commnnder  In  Chief  of  tbe  rebel 
forcei.  came  to  town  wltb  a  large  reinforcement.  Animated  by  bit  prManM,  uid 
t  suppose,  encouraged  by  bim.  the  robel  commitieea  very  much  bnruased  tbe  loyal 
inhabitants  here  end  on  Long  Island.  They  were  summoned  before  those  eom- 
iDlltees,  and  upon  refusing  to  give  up  their  arms,  and  lahe  the  oatbs  that  were 
tendered,  they  were  Imprisoned  or  sent  Into  bnnlBhmenl.  An  army  wns  sent  to 
Long  Island  lo  disarm  the  Inhabitants  who  were  distinguished  for  their  loyalty. 
Uany  had  their  property  destroyed,  and  more  were  carried  off  prlEwncrs.  It 
ebould  be  obeervcd.  that  tnembers  of  the  Chnrrh  of  England  were  the  only  suf- 
ferers on  this  occasion.  The  membi^ra  of  tbe  Dotch  Church  are  very  namerons 
there,  and  many  of  them  Joined  In  opposing  the  rebellion;  yet  no  notice  waa  taken 
of  them,  nor  the  least  Injury  done  to  tbeni.  About  this  time.  Mr.  Bloomer 
administered  the  sacrament  at  Newtown,  where  he  bad  hnt  four  or  flye  male 
commiinlcanta,  the  rest  having  been  driven  off.  or  carried  away  prisoners,  .\t 
this  present  lime  there  are  many  bundreds  from  this  city  nnd  province  prisoners 
In  New  England:  and  among  these  the  Mayor  of  New  York."  Several  Judges  and 
members  of  his  Majesty's  round!,  wltb  other  respeclable  InbabHants. 

Request  That  Prayer  for  the  Kino  be  Omitted.    Not  Done. 

1   tbe   BondAT 

■The*  were  sent  to  New  Windsor,  Orange  Co.  In  Oct.  1T7B,  whence  the*  remo*ed 
to  Onshen.  Mr.  I.  obtained  a  flag  of  truce  In  the  heglnning  of  nee,  I77S  and  applied 
to  tbe  Com.  of  Safety,  then  at  Flshklll.  for  permlailon  to  remove  his  fsmlly,  together 

be  obtained  permission  or  not.  fils  family  then  consisted  of  his  wife.  Un.  Cooket 
ber  mnther.  and  three  children,  the  oldest  not  qntte  three  years,  the  youngest  about 
three  mnnlhs  old.  and   tour  servants.    Journal  of   the  N.   Y.   Prov.  Congress.   I.  J«, 

ild  Mf 

ted  ea  _  _       

aucceeded  Mr.  Micks  aa  Mayor  of  tbe  city  of  N.  Y.  In  1778.  hnt  being  a  decided 
loyalist  his  name  was  entered  on  the  list  of  the  suspected,  as  early  as  May  of  that 

S-ar.  He  was  shortly  after  arrested  by  order  of  the  Com.  of  Safety,  and  lodged  In 
.  Y.  Jsll.  whence  be  was  soon  removed  to  Conn.    The  charge  against  him  waa  tbat 


'a  plot  lo  assassinate  Gen.    Wasb- 
.Itchne"     ~  ■ -  -      . 


the  Cnlted  BUtes  In  «t  abont  ITU. 


rt  from  Litchfield,  Conn.  In  ITTT.  and  be 
and  as  Register  of  the  Court  of  Admlr' 
attainted  and  hli  property  eonflseated,  and 


4296  Ecclesiastical  Recosos 

1776 

bouse  itappoilos  the  Utter  was  in  town.)  and.  not  flndlos  him.  left  word  tbat  k» 
came  to  Inforiu  the  rector  that  **  General  Washington  would  be  at  Church,  tsi 
would  be  glad  if  the  violent  prayers  for  the  Kins  Ukd  royal  faxnllj  were  omltm" 
This  message  was  brought  to  me,  and  as  you  may  suppose  I  paid  no  regard  to  it 

On  seeing  that  general  not  long  after,  I  remonstrated  against  the  nnrf  smMi 
ness  of  his  request,  which  he  must  know  the  clergy  could  not  comply  with,  sal 
told  blm  further,  that  It  was  in  his  power  to  shat  np  oor  chnreties>  bat  by  is 
means  In  his  power  to  make  "  the  clergy  depart  from  their  dnty."  This  declara- 
tion drew  from  him  an  awkward  apolof^  for  his  conduct,  which  I  bellere  was  sot 
anthorUed  by  Washlnf^on.  Such  incidents  would  not  be  worth  mentSonlnc 
to  give  those  who  are  at  a  distance  a  better  idea  of  the  spirit  of  the  tlmcA. 


Day  or  Puayer  Appointed  by  Wasuixgtox. 

Msy  17th  was  appointed  by  the  congress  as  a  day  of  public  faatln^  prayer  anl 
humiliation  throughout  the  continent.  At  the  unanimous  request  of  the  membcn 
of  our  Church  who  were  then  In  town,  I  eonsented  to  preach  that  day ;  and,  tmtmt, 
our  situation  made  It  highly  prudent,  though  a  submission  to  an  authority  that 
was  so  far  uiurped  was  Exceedingly  grating  and  diaagreeable.  In  glring  noCkt 
the  preceding  Sunday,  I  only  mentioned  that  there  would  be  a  sermon  the  ensniag 
Friday,  which  was  the  17th,  without  saying  anything  of  the  reason,  or  l^  what 
authority.  It  was  exceedingly  difficult  for  a  loyal  clergyman  to  preach  on  sack 
an  occasion,  and  not  incur  danger  on  the  one  hand,  or  not  depart  from  his  dvty 
on  the  other.  I  endeavoured  to  aroid  both,  making  peace  and  repentance  my  sab> 
Ject,  and  explicitly  disclaiming  baring  anything  to  do  with  politics.  This  sermon. 
In  the  composition  of  which  I.  took  some  pains,  I  intended  to  publish,  for  Tarioos 
reasons,  should  I  be  able  to  recover  It  from  the  place  where  It  now  la,  with  all  my 
books  and  papers,  in  the  country.  The  aereral  churches  In  this  prorince,  (except 
two,  where  the  clerfrynien  thought  they  might  without  danger  omit  service.)  sad 
so  far  ai  I  can  learn,  through  all  the  thirteen  united  colonies,  as  they  are  called, 
were  opened  on  this  occasion. 


IxcMs  Kkams  tii::  Pkayei:  for  the  King. 

Matters  l>ecame  now  critical  here  In  the  highest  degree.  The  rebel  any 
amounted  to  tn^nr  thirty  thouBnnd.  All  their  cannon  and  military  stores  were 
drawn  hither,  and  they  T)onfitcd  that  the  place  was  Impregnable.  The  mortlflcatloni 
and  alarms  which  the  clergy  mot  with  were  Innumerable.  I  have  frequently  heard 
myself  called  a  Tory,  and  traitor  to  my  country,  as  I  passed  the  streets,  sad 
epithets  joined  to  each,  which  decency  forbids  me  to  set  down.  Violent  threati 
were  thrown  out  againnt  un.  In  case  the  King  were  any  longer  prayed  for.  One 
Sunday,  when  I  was  ofDciatlng,  and  proceeded  some  length  In  the  serrlce,  a  com- 
pany of  about  one  hundred  armed  rebel  a  marched  Into  the  church,  with  drums 
beating  and  fifes  playlnp.  their  guns  loaded  and  bayonets  fixed,  as  If  going  to 
battle.  The  confrrepatlon  was  thrown  Into  the  utmost  terror,  and  aereral  women 
fainted,  expecting  a  mnBsacre  was  Intended.  I  took  no  notice  of  them,  and  went 
on  with  the  aervice.  only  exerted  my  voice,  which  was  in  some  measure  drowned 
by  the  noise  and  tumult.  The  rebels  stood  .thus  in  the  aisle  for  near  fifteen 
minutes,  till,  being  asked  into  pews  by  the  texton,  they  complied.  Btlll,  however, 
the  people  expected  that,  when  the  collects  for  the  King  and  royal  family  were 
read,  I  should  be  fired  at.  as  menaces  to  that  purpose  had  been  frequently  flong 
out.  The  matter,  however  passed  over  without  any  accident.  Nothing  of  thla 
kind  happened  before  or  since,  which  made  It  more  remarl»ble.  I  was  afterwards 
assured  that  something  hostile  and  violent  waa  intended;  but  He  that  atllls  the 
raging  of  the  sea,  and  madness  of  the  people,  overruled  their  purpose,  whatever 
It  was. 
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Tub  Akms  of  the  Kisq  Taken  Down  in  Tiiimty  CimRcu. 

In  tbe  beglnnlDg  of  Jul;.  iDdependencr  was  declared;  as  (bis  CTCDt  wm  what  I 
Utat  expected,  I  bad  matutel;  considered,  sod  was  determined,  wbat  lloe  of  con- 
duct to  puraue.  General  Iluwe  had  arrlTcd  some  time  before  from  Ballfai,  •■  did 
Iiord  Hoire  from  Bngland.  Tbe;  bad  taken  poaseislon  cS  Statoi  lal&nd,  wbera 
tba  fleet  lajr  Id  algbl  of  Ibia  tily,  at  tbe  diatance  of  nine  milea ;  and  onlr  wnilcd 
for  tb«  arrival  of  tbe  fleet  from  Eagland.  to  make  a  descent  aod  reduce  New  York. 
Tbli  clrcumstaDce  pointed  out  allll  more  clearlj  vbat  part  I  sbould  scL  HowCTer. 
I  tboaght  It  waa  proper  to  consult  aucb  of  tbe  Vestry  as  were  In  town,  and  otbers 
«I  tbe  eoDKregatlon,  and  bave  Ibelr  coDcurreoce ;  and  I  most  do  them  the  Justice 
to  aaj,  that  ihej  were  all  unanimous  tor  ahattlng  np  the  Churcbea ;  and  choiB 
rather  to  aabmlt  to  that  temporarj  iDConveulence.  than,  b;  omlltluK  the  prayers 
(or  tbe  King,  give  that  mark  of  dlaaffectloo  to  their  aorerelgn.  To  have  prayed 
for  hltn  had  tie«n  rash  (o  the  last  degree — the  Ineiltable  couBequeace  bad  been 
■  demolition  of  the  churches,  and  the  dealructloa  of  all  who  frequented  them.  The 
whole  reliel  force  was  collected  here,  aud  the  moat  violent  partlzana  tram  all  parts 
of  the  coDtlnent.  A  flnc  equestrian  statue  of  the  King  waa  pulled  ilawo,  and 
totsllr  demollibed.  Immediately  after  Indepeudency  waa  declared.  All  the  King's 
arma,  even  those  on  signs  of  taverns,  nere  destroyed.  The  committee  seat  me  ■ 
measage,  which  1  esteemed  a  favor  and  Indulgence,  to  bare  the  King's  arms  taken 
down  In  the  church,  or  else  the  mob  would  do  It,  and  might  deface  and  Injure  the 
chnrchea.  1  Immediately  compiled.  People  were  not  at  liberty  to  apeak  their 
aantlmenta,  and  even  silence  was  conatmed  as  a  mark  of  dlsallectlon. 

TitixiTY  Chukuii  Closei*. 

Things  being  thus  situated.  I  abut  up  tbe  chnrchea.  Even  this  wa*  declarloK, 
to  the  atrongeat  manner,  our  disapprobation  of  IndependeDCj,  and  that  under  tht 
eye  of  WBBblnglon  and  hla  army.  The  other  BaslstantB  now  went  to  tbeir  respec- 
tive friends  In  tbe  country.  My  family  were  at  auch  a  distance,  and  In  aucb  a 
part  of  the  country,  that  I  could  not  with  any  degree  of  safety  visit  them  ;  1  there- 
tor«  remained  In  tbe  city,  to  visit  the  sick,  baptlce  children,  bury  tbe  dead,  and 
afford  what  support  I  could  to  tbe  remains  of  our  poor  Bock,  who  were  much 
dUplrlted ;  for  several,  especially  of  tbe  poorer  sort,  bad  It  not  In  their  power  to 
iMTs  tbe  city. 

CHimcirEs  Denied  to  the  American  Chaplains. 

After  we  had  ceased  to  offldate  publicly,  several,  of  tbe  rebel  offleera  sent  to  ma 
for  tbe  keys  of  tbe  churches,  that  their  chaplains  might  preacb  In  them ;  with 
these  ceqolsltloDB  I  peremptorily  refnaed  to  comply,  and  let  them  know  that  "  tf 
they  would  use  ine  churches,  they  mual  break  the  gates  and  doors  to  get  in." 
Accordingly,  I  took  poasesalon  of  all  tbe  keys,  lest  the  seitons  might  be  tampered 
with ;  for  I  could  not  bear  the  thought  that  tbeIr  seditious  and  rebellious  effusions 
should  be  poured  out  in  our  churches.  When  those  requisitions  were  repeated  with 
threats,  my  auswer  waa,  "  that  I  did  what  I  knew  to  be  my  duty,  and  that  I  would 
adhere  to  It,  be  tbe  cousequences  what  tbey  would."  Upon  tbla  tbey  dealited,  and 
did   not  occnpy   any   of   the  cbarchM. 

Inglis  AVkites  a  pAMriti.BT  Against  the  American  Cause. 


I  eanixit  rtflMt  on  my  altitatloB  at  that  tima,  wlthont  tba  v 
gratitude  to  Divine  Providence  for  preaervlng  me.  I  waa  watched  with  a  Jealooi, 
■lUvlcloQi  ^7^-  Besides  the  ImpatatloD  of  being  uotortonsly  disaffected — an  Im- 
putation which  had  flung  others  In  Jail  without  an;  other  crime, — I  was  known 
■nd  pointed  at  aa  tbe  author  of  aeveral  piece*  against  the  proceedlnga  of  the 
cMigreaa.  In  Februar;  last,  I  wrote  an  answer  to  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  Common 
Senae,"  which  earnestly  recommended  and  Jtutlfled  IndepMiaeBeT.    K  *■•«»  «m>  ">- 
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the  most  Tiralcnt,  artfnl,  and  pernlcloofl  pamphlets  I  erer  met  with,  and  perfatpi 
the  wit  of  man  could  not  devise  one  better  calculated  to  do  mischief.  It  sedactd 
thousands.  At  the  risk,  not  only  of  my  liberty,  hot  also  of  my  life,  I  drew  op  u 
answer,  and  had  It  printed  here;  but  the  answer  was  no  sooner  adrertlsed,  than 
the  whole  Impression  was  seised  by  the  sons  of  liberty,  and  burnt.  I  th«i  Kst 
a  copy  to  I'hiladolphia,  where  it  was  printed,  and  soon  went  thronj^  .the  second 
edition.  This  answer  was  laid  to  my  charge,  and  swelled  the  catalogue  ci  mj 
political  transfnvsslons.  In  short,  I  was  In  the  utmost  danger,  and  It  Is  to  tbt 
Ofverruling  hand  of  Providence  that  I  attribute  my  deliverance  and  safety.  With 
difficulty  I  stood  my  ground  till  about  the  middle  of  August,  when  almost  all  who 
were  suspected  of  disaffection  were  taken  up  and  sent  prisoners  to  New  Bngltsd: 
I  therefore  found  It  necessary  to  return  to  Flushing  on  Long  Island :  but  I  had 
no  sooner  left  that  place,  than  the  committee  met,  and  entered  Into  a  debttt 
about  seizing  me.  This  obliged  me  to  shift  my  quarters,  and  keep  as  private  u 
possible,  till  the  27th  of  that  month,  when  General  Howe  defeated  the  rebels  ca 
Long  Island,  which  set  me  and  many  others  at  liberty. 

The  English  Take  New  York. 

On  Sunday,  the  15th  of  September,  General  Howe,  with  the  King's  forces,  landed 
on  New  York  Island  four  miles  above  the  city;  upon  which  the  rebels  alianrtonsd 
the  city,  and  retired  towards  King's  Bridge,  which  joins  this  Island  to  the  continent 
Early  on  Monday  morning,  the  16th,  I  returned  to  the  city,  which  exhibited  t 
most  melancholy  appearance,  being  deserted  and  pillaged.  My  house  was  plundered 
of  everything  by  the  rebels.  My  loss  amounts  to  near  200 1.  this  currency,  or 
upwards  of  100  1.  sterling.  The  rebels  carried  off  all  the  bells  in  the  city,  partly 
to  convert  them  Into  cannon,  partly  to  prevent  notice  being  given  speedily  of  tht 
destruction  they  meditated  against  the  city  by  fire,  when  It  began.  On  Wednesday, 
I  opened  one  of  the  churches,  and  solemnised  Divine  service,  when  all  the  Inhabi- 
tants gladly  attended,  and  joy  was  lighted  up  In  every  countenance  on  the  restora- 
tion of  our  public  worship ;  for  very  few  remained  tiut  such  as  were  members  of 
our  Church.  Each  congratulated  himself  and  others  on  the  prospect  of  retumlnf 
peace  and  security ;  but  alas !  the  enemies  of  peace  were  secretly  working  among  os. 

Attempt  to  HrKx  the  City. 

Several  rebels  secreted  themselves  In  the  houses,  to  execute  the  diabolical  purpose 
of  destroying  the  city.  On  the  Saturday  following  an  opportunity  presented  itself; 
for  the  weather  being  very  dry,  and  the  wind  blowing  fresh,  they  set  fire  to  tbt 
city  In  several  places  at  the  same  time,  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  In  tbt 
morning.  The  (Ire  raged  with  the  utmost  fury,  and,  in  Its  destmetive  progreia, 
consumed  about  one  thousand  bouses,  or  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole  city.  To  tbe 
vigorous  efforts  of  tbe  ofQcers  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  of  the  soldiers  and 
seamen  It  is  owing,  under  Providence,  that  the  whole  city  was  not  destroyed. 
We  bad  three  churches,  of  which  Trinity  Church  was  the  oldest  and  largest  It 
was  a  venerable  edifice,  had  an  excellent  organ  which  cost  850  1.  sterling,  and  was 
otherwise  ornamotntod.  This  Church,  with  the  rector's  house  and  the  charity 
school. — the  two  latter,  large  expensive  buildings, — were  burned.  St.  Paul's  Churcb 
and  King's  College  had  shared  the  same  fate,  being  directly  on  the  line  of  fire, 
hnd  I  not  been  providentially  on  the  spot,  and  sent  a  number  of  people  with  water 
on  the  roof  of  each.  Our  houses  are  all  covered  with  cedar  shingles,  which  makes 
flre  very  dang»»rou8.  The  church  corporation  had  suffered  prodigiously,  as  wai 
evidently  Intendod.  Besides  the  buildings  already  mentioned,  about  two  hundred 
houses,  which  stood  on  the  church  ground,  were  consumed;  so  that  the  loss  cannot 
be  estimated  at  less  than  25,000  1.  sterling.  This  melancholy  accident,  and  tht 
principal  scene  of  war  being  her^.  will  occasion  the  clergy  of  this  city  to  be  tht 
greatest  sufferers  of  any  on  the  continent  by  the  present  rebellion. 

The  church  corporation  have  some  thoughts  of  applying  to  his  Majesty  for  a 
brief  to  collect  money  In  England,  or  for  leave  to  open  a  subscription  to  repair 
their  loss  In  some  measure,  which,  I  fear,  will  involve  them  in  ineztrleable  dilB- 
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cnltle*,  u  tb«f  are  alread;  bnrdened  with  a  debt  ot  mors  tlian  20,000  I.  tbl* 
carrencf.  But  thli  itep  will  ptobablr  b«  deferred  till  Ui«  ell;  and  count;  ara 
ratored  ta  hla  Majeatj'i  peace  and  protectloo,  wblcb  I  hope  will  be  hod,  at  a 
petllloa  for  thii  parpoae,  sisDed  b;  near  a  tbouaand  Inhablianta,  has  be«n 
preawted  to  tbe  King's  Commlaalonera,  I  had  the  honor  of  drawing  up  this  petlilon ; 
and  from  the  amiable  and  excellent  character  of  the  CommlBBloneri,  Lord  Howe 
and  General  Uowe.  from  whom  everjthlog  braTe,  geoeioua,  and  humane,  or  tending 
to  the  laEerest  of  Qreat  Britain,  and  (he  coionlee.  ma;  be  Juatl;  expected,  1 
flatter  mjaell  that  the  prayers  of  out  I'etltlon  will  be  aoon  granted,  perhaps  I 
abould  apologlie  far  this  detail.  In  which  I  myself  waa  so  much  concerned  i  but, 
In  truth,  no  better  method  occurred  to  me  of  conveying  ta  you  Information  of 
wliat  1  tbought  you  were  desirous  to  know;  and  I  claim  no  merle  In  doing  what  I 
alwaya  conceived  to  be  my  duty.  An;  of  my  brethren  In  m;  situation  would  have 
done  the  same  tbat  I  did — man;  of  (ticm,  probabl;.  much  better. 

EnscorAL  ilissioxARiES  IS  Gi!::<Ki{AL  Suffer. 

All    the    BiBslonaries    In    the    eolonlss    first    i 
respective  Missions,  slthougb  their  churcbes  are 

In  England,  and  Mr.  Waller  of  Boston,  who  la  here;  also  Mr.  Coolie,  who  la 
chaplain  to  the  Guarde,  and  cannot  get  to  bis  Mission,  as  that  part  of  the  cauutr; 
Is  still  In  tbe  hands  of  tbe  rcbeta.  1  fear  man;  of  the  Ulsslonarlei  are  dlstreaaetl 
for  want  of  an  opportunity  to  draw  tor  their  aalarlea,  and  I  apprehend  that  Ihey 
have  not  yet  received  an;  benefit  from  the  generous  collection  that  was  made  for 
them  In  England,  Dr.  Chandler  some  time  since  sent  me  a  Hat  of  thoaa  Mlsalon- 
arles  In  New  Jerse;,  New  York  and  Coimectlcut,  tbat  were  to  receive  tboae  bene' 
tactions,  and  tbe  eum  allotted  to  each;  deelrlng  that  1  ■houlil  give  them  notice 
and  Inform  them  bow  to  draw  for  tbe  money.  But  I  have  not  yet  been  sble  to 
give  lotelllKence  ot  tbie  to  any  except  MessrH.  .Seabury,  Bloomer  and  CultlDs  all 
communication  bj  letter  wltb  the  rest  l>elDg  entirely  cut  olf.  Dr.  Chandler  also 
Undl;  Informed  me,  that  the  Society  transmitted  a  large  sum  to  Boston,  to  pa;  the 
Ulaslonarles  in  Massacbusette  and  New  Hampshire ;  but  I  Imagine  General  Howe 
left  Boston  before  tbe  mone;  could  get  there;  and  I  bave  not  been  able  to  leam 
who  tb*  person  was  to  whom  the  money  was  delivered,  nor  wtiat  Is  became  <it  It. 
The  Missions  at  New  Windsor  (or  Newburgb.  as  It  was  latierl;  called)  and  of 
Alban;  are  still  vacant.  Mr.  Btuart  continues  at  Fort  Uuater,  and  occaslonsll; 
ofllclates  at  Johnstown.  He  baa  been  of  'nuch  service  In  that  place.  Tbe  Indians 
under  bis  care  remain  firm  in  tbelr  attachment  to  tbe  b^ing.  except  oae  or  two 
that  were  bribed  Into  a  kind  of  neutrality,  with  rum  and  some  other  presents  b; 
tbe  rebels,  but  nlll.  I  doubt  not  be  as  active  as  an;  for  tbe  KIor's  service,  now 
that  Qeneral  Burgo;ne  bas  creased  tbe  lakes  from  Canada  with  hla  army,  and  Is 
got  Into  Ibis  province.  Upon  the  whole,  tbe  Church  of  Englsnd  baa  lost  none  of 
Its  memtMrs  by  the  rebellion  as  ;et — none,  I  mean,  whose  departure  from  it  can 
tw  deemed  a  loss;  on  ^tbe  contrary,  its  own  membera  are  more  firmly  allacbed  to 
It  than  ever.  And  eTen  tbe  sober  and  more  rational  among  dissenters — for  tuay 
are  not  all  equally  violent  and  frantic — look  wltb  reverence  and  esteem  on  the 
part  which  Church  people  bete  have  acted.  I  have  not  a  doubt  but,  with  tbe 
bles^ng  of  Providence,  bla  Majeaty's  arms  will  be  auccesaful,  and  Bnally  crush  , 
thiB  unnatural  rebellion.  In  that  case.  If  tbe  aicpa  are  taken  which  reaeon. 
prudence,  and  common  sense  dictate,  the  Church  will  Indubitably  Increase,  and 
these  confualona  will  terminate  In  «  large  accession  to  Its  members.  Then,  will 
be  the  time  to  make  tbat  provision  for  the  American  Church,  which  la  necessary. 
and  place  It  on  at  least  an  equal  footing  wllh  other  denomlnollims  b;  granting 
It  an  episcopate,  thereby  allowing  It  a  full  toleration.  If  this  opportunity  la  let 
slip,  I  think  there  Is  «  moral  certainty  tbat  such  another  never  will  again  oHer; 
and  1  must  conclude.  In  that  cose,  tbat  Government  Is  equslly  Infaftfdted  wltb  the 
Americans  at  present  If  Bfty  years  elapae  without  any  epIaeOpate  here,  there 
•111  be  no  occasl(M]  for  one  afterwards ;  and  to  fli  one  then  will  be  as  Imprac- 
ticable as  It  would  be  useless.  And  1  ma;  appeal  to  all  Judicious  persons,  whether 
It  ta  not  aa  contrary  to  sound  policy,  as  It  certainly  is  to  right  resaon  and  Justice, 
that  tb»  King's  loyal   aubjects  here,   members  of  the  iM.tiQiiA\  0»nc^,  ^a<»:^&  \ia 
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denied  a  prlvllese  the  want  of  which  will  dlscoorafe  and  diminish  their  nombeii^ 
and  that  merelj  to  gratify  the  clamoara  of  dlnenters,  who  have  now  dlaeomeA 
such  enmity  to  the  conitltutlon,  and  who  will  ever  clamour  against  anything  tkit 
win  tend  to  benefit  or  Increase  the  Church  here.  The  time  Indeed,  Is  not  jit 
fully  come  to  move  In  this  affair;  but  I  apprehend  It  Is  not  very  distant,  iii, 
therefore.  It  should  be  thought  of.  Government  will  hare  It  In  Its  power  very  mm 
to  settle  this  and  other  matters  as  may  be  judged  expedient.  The  Clergy  heit 
will  not  be  wanting  in  anything  that  Is  In  their  power  towards  the  accomplishment 
of  so  desirable  an  object:  and,  in  the  meantime  would  be  very  glad  to  have  tbe 
Society's  advice  and  directions  how  to  proceed.  I  may  add,  that  the  Society, 
taught  by  late  experience,  will  be  desirous  of  seeing  the  Church  placed  on  a  moif 
respectable  footing,  and  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  will  Join  In  such  prudent  measnrci 
as  may  be  thought  necessary,  on  their  part,  for  the  attainment  of  It. 

I  shall  not  trespass  further  on  your  time  and  patience,  by  adding  to  this  letter, 
which  Is  swelled  to  an  extraordinary  length,  for  which  the  Interesting  occsiIqi 
and  subject  must  be  my  apology,  than  to  assure  you,  that  I  am,  with  the  mort 
perfect  esteem  and  regard  to  yourself  and  the  Venerable  Society. 

Reverend  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  and  humble  servant 

Charles  Inglli. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Hind. 

P.  8. — Since  the  above  was  written.  Dr.  Auchmuty  is  come  to  town,  having, 
with  great  difficulty,  escaped  from  the  rebels  at  Brunswick. 

~Doe.  Hist  N.  Y.  Vol.  lU.  pp.  987-646. 

Final  Repeal  of  the  Ministry  Act  of  1693  and  all  its 
Amendments.     Fkeedom  of  Religion  Established. 

Constitution  of  the  State  of  New  York;  passed  April  20,  1777.* 

Art.  XXXV *'  such   parts  of  the  common   law  of  England  and 

of  the  statute  law  of  Euf^Iand  and  Great  Britain  and  of  the  Acts  of  the  Leglslaton 
of  the  Colony  of  New  York,  as  did,  together,  form  tht  Uw  of  Mdd  OMooy  OB  thi 
nineteenth  day  of  April,  In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1775,  shall  be  and  continue  tlM 
law  of  the  stnte." 

**  Thnt  all  such  parts  of  the  said  common  law,  and  all  such  of  the  said  Statute, 
and  Acts  aforesaid,  or  parts  thereof,  as  may  be  construed  to  establish  or  malntiln 

any  particular  denominations  of  Christians  or  their  Ministers   are 

hereby  abrogated  and  rejected '• 

Article  xxxvlll.  "  And  Whereas  we  are  required  by  the  benevolent  principles 
of  national  liberty,  not  only  to  expel  civil  tyranny,  but  also  to  Kuard  asralnst  that 
spiritual  oppression  and  intolerance,  wherewith  the  blj^otry  and  ambition  of  week 
and  wicked  priests  and  princes  have  scourj^  mankind :  This  Convention  doth 
further,  and  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State, 


•Last  RKvif^ioN  of  the  Co.vstitutkin  op  the  State  of  New  York,  as  Adopted, 

NOVEMBEIl,  1894. 

Uklioious  Ltbkrtt. 

Art.  I.  »X  The  fix-**  exorfl«*»  ami  onjnymont  of  rclljrioua  profos^ion  and  worship, 
without  ^li^c^inlinlltion  or  pn»ferei).(»,  shall  forever  be  Hllowcyi  in  this  State  toallraan- 
kintl;  iin<l  n<»  jhm-sou  shall  U*  remlenHl  lnc(»mtK>tont  to  \te  A  witness  on  a4.'couat  of  his 
opinions  on  nniners  «»f  r*»li>ri()uj»  U»Iief :  but  the  li!>crty  of  constMenoe  hereby  seeiired 
shall  not  1k»  so  ('on«tru<Mi  «•*  to  excuse  a«'ts  r»f  livrentiousn(>t*s,  or  justify  practice*  inoi»n- 
sistf^t  with  the>  peace  or  Siilety  of  ttiis  citato. 

Sectahiav  Approphiations. 

Art.  ix.  i  4.  Neither  th(»  State  nor  any  suVKlivislon  thereof,  shall  use  lt<  property  or 
credit  or  any  t>ii'ilie  !u<»uey.  or  nut  liori/e  or  jKjrinit  either  to  Ix?  uwii,  «lirectly  or  indirectly. 
In  rti«l  or  maintenance,  other  tbun  for  ex;iiuln:»tion  or  Insywction.  of  any  srhool  or 
liu*titulion  of  learriiur  wholly  or  in  part  under  the  control  or  direction  of  anyreligiouB 
dcnoininatioi^  or  in  \n'\uc\\  any  t\^uou\m\vV.\v)tv«L\V(:^w<(i\.^t  doctrine  is  taught. 
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OBDAIN,  DBTBBHIKIII   and  DBCLABB,   ttiat   tbe  trtv  exercise  and   enJormeDt  of   1778 
ratlsloiu  profeMlon  and  wonblp  without   dlBcrtmlnBtlan  or   prefcrtnec.  ahall   for- 
■nr  bcreaftar  be  alldwed  within   thia  Btate  to  all   maDlilnd.     Prorlded  that  the 
Ubert;  of  eoDscIenee  berebj  granted,  shall  not  be  to  construed,  aa  to  exenaa  acta 
of  lleeDtlousneu,  or  JaitUj  practlcea  IncouilitcDt  wltb  tbc  peace  or  aafety  of  thla 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Ahsteri>am. 
New  Yoek  and  New  Jebset. 
1777,  July  21st.     Synodalia.     Art.  45.    The  mfonnation  from 
the  Committee  ad  res  Exteras  ia,  that  no  tidings  have  come  to  us 
from  those  chTirches.     sv.  97. 

Synod  of  North  Hoi.land,  July-Auo.  1777. 
Akticlb  44. — New  Yokk  and  New  Jersey. 
No  report  has  come  in  from  that  land.     Therefore  the  Classes 
leaves  the  matter  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Austehdam. 

ITTS,    jDir    20tb.      STOOdalla.     Art    48. 


Stsod  of  North  Holi^and,  July-Aug.  1778. 
Article  43. — New  York  and  New  Jbbsbt. 

r.    Tbc  Claaaea  leare  the  matter  to  tb*  Cluala  of 


General  Mbetino  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Church  of 
New   Yohk,   October  6-8,   1778.     Extracts  Recobded   in 
Mints.  Synod  of  Nohth  Holland,  July,  1780,  Art,  52. 
Extracts. 

CoBREaPONDENCE. 

since,  tlirangh  the  present  sad  circamatancea  of  coontrr  mnS  Cbnrcb,  tbe  cor- 
Tsapondence  at  this  Ber.  Bodj  with  tbe  Rev.  Ctaaala  of  Amsterdam  baa  alreadj 
for  three  fears  been  neeesaarllf  auipended ;  and  sine*  alao.  now,  bj  said  elreom' 
UUMOa,  TkrlODi  members  are  prerented  from  attendlni  tbe  meettac  of  tbia  Rer. 
Bodf,   wberebr  the  Be*.  Bodf  la  placed  In  a  altnatloa  kUc^  ^ek«M\\».\>*  \X  \» 
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communicate,  accordlofc  to  iti  deiire,  a  particular  and  accurate  account  of  tke 
train  of  eventi  since  the  beginning  of  the  War ;  this  Rev.  Body  have,  notwlth«tEDd> 
ing,  regarded  it  their  duty  again  to  renew  said  correspondence.  In  case  a  way  of 
accomplishing  the  object  presented  Itself;  and  besides  transmitting  the  Acti  of 
this  Rev.  Body,  to  give  a  general  narrative,  by  means  of  a  mlasiye,  of  the  caoft 
of  Its  Interruption,  to  the  present  time,  hoping  that,  through  the  Lord's  good  provi- 
dence, we  shall  soon  be  in  a  condition  to  give  a  full  account  of  the  state  of  the 
Church  In  this  country  to  the  Hey.  Classls,  and  through  them,  to  the  Rev.  Synod, 
N.  H.  ;*  at  least,  when  accurate  Information  on  this  point  shall  be  presented  bj 
the  respective  minor  Ecclesiastical  Assemblies. 


State  of  the  Country. 
Setting  Apart  a  Day  of  Fasting  and  Prayer. 

The  Rev.  Body  with  sorrowful  hearts  contemplate  the  pltifnl  condition  of  liBd 
and  Church :  some  of  our  cities  being  desolated,  our  villages  and  boroughs  lob- 
verted,  many  of  our  houses  of  worship  and  their  furniture  burned,  desecrated* 
plundered,  and  cast  to  the  ground ;  many  dear  pledges  of  the  loving  Jesus,  together 
with  the  faithful  ambassadors  of  Ills  Cross,  driven  from  their  peaceful  homes  and 
compelled  to  roam  through  the  land,  so  that,  with  respect  to  those  once  flourishing 
congregations,  we  may,  even  weeping,  take  up  the  lamentation  of  the  Chnrefa  of 
old,  and  say :  **  The  ways  of  Zlon  do  mourn  because  none  come  to  the  solena 
feasts;  ail  her  gates  are  dosolate;  ber  priests  sigh,  her  virgins  are  afflicted,  and 
she  Is  in  bitterness.**  And  what  Increases  our  grief  Is,  that  although  the  Lord 
smites,  we  yet  seem  so  little  affected ;  for  our  youth,  upon  the  brink  of  ruin,  indulge 
in  vices  heretofore  unknown ;  the  professors  of  the  precious  doctrines  of  the  Cross 
are.  in  general,  inconsiderate  In  discourse  and  careless  in  their  walk;  and  (whldi 
grieves  the  Rev.  Body  in  their  Inmost  soul)  even  the  followers  of  the  crueifled 
Lamb,  as  woll  ministers  as  mombers.  have  abated  In  their  seal,  lost  their  wonted 
tenderness,  having  in  many  cases  left  their  first  love  and  made  themselves  charge- 
able with  many  Iniquities.  For  all  which  reasons,  therefore,  (notwithstanding  tiie 
wonderful  Instances  of  Divine  help  experienced  by  our  land  and  Church,)  the  Btr. 
Body  regard  themselves  In  conscience  and  before  God,  solemnly  bound  to  set  apart 
a  day  for  our  humiliation  before  the  Ix)rd,  and  for  the  confession  as  well  of  those 
sins  and  departures  from  God  which  have  been  enumerated,  as  those  which  have 
not  been  mentioned ;  that  with  fasting  and  mourning  we  may  humbly  beseech  Hhn 
graciously  to  blot  out  the  transgressions  of  the  land,  and  in  sovereign  love  heal 
our  backslidln^s  and  recover  us  from  our  wanderings,  by  pouring  out  his  Spirit 
and  commanding  his  blessing  upon  all  classes  in  our  land,  both  civil  and  military, 
rulers  and  subjects;  especially,  that  the  great  King  of  Zlon  will  graciously  have 
compassion  upon  us.  causing  our  cities,  villages,  and  towns  to  be  rebuilt;  bat 
above  all,  that  he  will  again  gather  together  and  restore  our  now  desolated  and 
dispersed  conRrcpatlons,  break  In  pieces  the  kingdom  of  darkness,  and  renew  and 
confirm  amonn  us  the  kingdom  of  the  King  of  Kings,  and  so  effect  the  desired 
turning  to  the  Lord,  that  we,  remembering  our  first  love,  may  also  do  our  first 
works:  that  our  schools  and  seminaries  may  truly  be  nurseries  of  the  Lord*8  dear 
vineyard;  and  that  he  will  renew  his  favor  and  kindness  to  us  as  In  days  of  old: 
Thursday,   the  12th  November,  approaching,  being  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

The  Clerk  of  this  Uev.  Body  is  dlrectt»d  to  prepare  and  send  a  copy  of  this  artlde 
to  the  rc'spoi'tlvo  rnrtl<Miinr  nofII«'s.  or  at  loast  to  one  of  the  moml>er8  of  thp  winie. 
with  the  accompnnyincr  request,  that  he  communicate  It  to  the  respective  ministers 
and  conpropatlons  pertaining  to  them;  as  also  to  such  of  the  Rev.  Brethren  M 
have  to  this  time  not  yet  come  In. 


•North  nolland. 
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The  General,  Meeting  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  Per 

Rev.   John  Leydt  and  Rev.  Reynier  Van  Nest,  to  the 

Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  8,  1778. — Vol.  33,  Page  617. 

No.  559. 

(Revolutionary  War.) 

Very  Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren: — 

The  present  condition  of  the  country  and  of  the  Church  here,  which  has  now 
for  three  years  closed  the  way  to  correspondence  with  your  Reys.  at  also  the  fre- 
quent Incursions  of  the  enemies  In  different  parts  of  this  land,  are,  to  our  sorrow, 
the  unavoidable  causes  of  our  not  having  held  a  General  Meeting  since  the  year 
1775.  The  city  of  New  York  being  occupied  by  the  enemy,  the  (ministerial)  breth- 
ren of  the  city,  forsaken  by  their  church  members  who  were  for  the  most  part 
scattered  hither  and  thither,  were  obliged  to  seek  safety  In  the  Interior  of  this 
state.  Of  those  on  Long  Island,  two  (of  the  ministers)  are  hemmed  in  by  the 
enemy  on  every  side.  So  It  has  been  Impossible  for  the  Particular  Meeting  (or 
Classis)  of  New  York  to  convene  since  that  time. 

In  the  district  of  Albany  fresh  disturbances  were  raised  some  time  ago  by  the 
enemies  in  the  Interior,  In  conjunction  with  the  savage  heathen,  whom  they  stir 
Dp  against  us.  For  which  reason  that  (Particular)  Meeting  also  could  not  be  held 
this  year  any  more  than  last  year.  This,  too,  is  the  reason  why  no  members  from 
there  have  come  to  attend  this  (General)  Meeting.  About  Hackensack  the  enemies 
appeared  again  a  few  days  since,  numbering  from  seven  to  eight  thousand,  so 
that  from  that  district,  (the  Particular  Meeting  of  Hackensack)  but  one  delegate 
came,  and  he  without  an  elder.     (Dlrck  Romeyn.) 

However  we  thought  best,  as  well  as  we  could,  and  as  far  as  the  state  of  affairs 
permitted — the  good  hand  of  God  having  made  a  little  more  room  for  us  to  organise 
this  (General)  Meeting,  constituted  of  delegates  from  two  districts,  and  In  part 
from  a  third.  This  was  done  in  order  to  examine  two  students,  who,  having,  In 
the  midst  of  the  present  troubles,  tried  to  pursue  their  studies  as  far  as  they 
could,  presented  themselves  to  us;  and  also  to  resume,  if  Divine  Providence  should 
be  pleased  to  open  the  way  thereto,  the  necessary  and  useful  correspondence  with 
yonr  Revs.  So  we  have  the  honor  of  sending  over  herewith  the  minutes  of  our 
present  (General)  Meeting,   (1778). 

We  should  be  glad  to  communicate  at  this  time  some  satisfactory  report  con- 
cerning the  present  condition  of  the  country  and  the  Church;  but  the  lack  of 
reports  from  all  the  Particular  Meetings  (or  Classes)  prevents  us  as  yet  from  doing 
anything  In  this  way  with  accuracy.  We  hope  and  pray  that  the  Lord  may, 
before  long,  in  mercy  enable  ns  to  accomplish  that  object  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

No  doubt  it  is  known  to  your  Revs,  what  are  the  chief  reasons  why  this  terrible 
cItII  war  between  the  English  government  and  these  American  regions  has  arisen, 
and  why  the  Protestants  of  this  people.  In  Its  General  Congress,  have  declared 
themselves  Independent  of  the  Parliament  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain.  Nor  do 
we  doubt  all  that  the  enemies  have,  from  their  side,  tried  to  put  things  In  the  most 
favorable  light,  so  as  to  make  them  appear  right.  In  view  of  the  manifest,  and 
to  all  rational  and  conscientious  people,  most  clearly  evident  justice  of  the  course, 
all  our  brethren,  with  exception  of  only  three,  so  far  as  we  know,  as  also  those 
of  the  Presbyterian  churches,  with  perhaps  very  few  exceptions,  have  felt  no  hesi- 
tancy in  choosing  the  side  of  Congress.  And  herein  we  are  from  time  to  time 
Increasingly  strengthened  and  confirmed,  among  other  things,  by  the  unrighteous 
acts  and  unheard  of  cruelties  committed  by  the  English  army  everywhere;  the 
Inhuman  maltreatment  of  so  many  thousands  of  our  prisoners.  In  noisome  prisons 
and  ships,  suffering  from  hunger,  cold,  nakedness  and  other  never-heard-of  bar- 
barities; the  wanton  burning  of  our  houses,  villages,  towns  and  cities;  among 
others  also  of  the  beautiful  and  flourishing  town  of  Kingston — which,  last  fall, 
was  completely  burnt  and  destroyed  by  the  enemy  out  of  pure  iTa.Tit!VDL^««a«  «xi^  «X 
the  express  command  of  the  (British)  General:  the  Vnceaasint  TcWtATin^  wv^  \\v«AKt- 
tag  whenrw  thej  gain  the  opperhand ;  the  InitigiLtloii.  «t  tli«  fML^vmse  \ax\m!>asa 
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communicate,  accordlnfc  to  Its  desire,  a  particular  and  accurate  account  of  tbe 
train  of  events  since  the  beglnntnfc  of  the  War ;  this  Rer.  Body  bave,  notwithstaad- 
ing,  regarded  It  their  duty  again  to  renew  said  correspondence.  In  case  a  waj  oC 
accomplishing  the  object  presented  Itself;  and  besides  tranamlttlns  the  Aeti  of 
this  Rer.  Body,  to  glre  a  general  narrative,  by  means  of  a  mlaslTa,  of  tbt  caa» 
of  Its  Interruption,  to  the  present  time,  hoping  that,  through  the  Lord's  good  prorl- 
dence,  we  shall  soon  be  in  a  condition  to  give  a  full  account  of  the  state  of  thi 
Church  In  this  country  to  the  Hev.  Classis,  and  through  them,  to  the  Rev.  Synod. 
N.  H.  ;*  at  least,  when  accurate  Information  on  thla  point  shall  be  presented  ^ 
the  respective  minor  Ecclesiastical  Assemblies. 


State  of  the  Country. 
Sei'tixo  Apart  a  Day  of  Fasting  and  Prayer. 

The  Rev.  Body  with  sorrowful  hearts  contemplate  the  pitiful  conditloD  of  lanA 
and  Church :  some  of  our  cities  being  desolated,  our  villages  and  boroughs  sub- 
verted, many  of  our  houses  of  worship  and  their  furniture  homed,  dcaccratsd, 
plundered,  and  cast  to  the  ground ;  many  dear  pledges  of  the  loving  Jeaoa,  togetbtr 
with  the  faithful  ambassadors  of  His  Cross,  driven  from  their  peaceful  homes  and 
compelled  to  roam  through  the  land,  so  that,  with  respect  to  thoae  once  lioorishiif 
congregations,  we  may,  even  weeping,  take  up  the  lamentation  of  the  Church  of 
old,  and  say :  **  The  ways  of  Zlon  do  mourn  because  none  come  to  the  sotasni 
feasts:  all  her  gates  are  desolate:  her  priests  sigh,  her  virgins  are  afDlcted,  and 
she  Is  In  bitterness.'*  And  what  Increases  our  grief  la,  that  although  the  Lord 
smites,  we  yet  seem  so  little  affected :  for  our  youth,  upon  the  brink  of  ruin,  tndulfe 
In  vices  heretofore  unknown ;  the  professors  of  the  precious  doctrines  of  the  Cress 
are,  in  general,  inconsiderate  In  discourse  and  careless  In  their  walk;  and  (whldi 
grieves  the  Rev.  Body  in  their  Inmost  soul)  even  the  followers  of  the  crodfled 
I^mb.  as  well  ministers  ns  mombers,  have  abated  In  their  seal,  lost  their  wonted 
tenderness,  having  In  many  cases  left  their  first  love  and  made  themselves  charge- 
able with  many  Iniquities.  For  all  which  reasons,  therefore,  (notwithstanding  tbe 
wonderful  instances  of  Divine  help  experienced  by  our  land  and  Church.)  tbe  Btr. 
Body  regard  themselves  in  conscience  and  before  Qod.  solemnly  bound  to  set  apart 
a  day  for  our  humiliation  before  the  Lord,  and  for  the  confession  as  well  of  tiiose 
slug  and  departures  from  God  which  have  been  enumerated,  as  those  which  have 
not  been  mentioned  ;  that  with  fasting  and  mourning  we  may  humbly  beseech  Hhn 
graciously  to  blot  out  the  transfrresslons  of  the  land,  and  In  sovereign  love  heal 
our  backslldin^fl  and  recover  us  from  our  wanderings,  by  pouring  out  his  Spirit 
and  commanding  hl8  blessing  upon  all  classes  In  our  land,  both  civil  and  military, 
rulers  and  subjects :  especially,  that  the  great  King  of  Zlon  will  graciously  have 
compassion  upon  us,  causing  our  cities,  villages,  and  towns  to  be  rebuilt:  but 
above  all.  that  be  will  again  gather  together  and  restore  our  now  desolated  and 
dispersed  conArofrations.  break  in  pieces  the  kingdom  of  darkness,  snd  renew  and 
confirm  amonu  us  the  kingdom  of  the  King  of  Kings,  and  so  effect  the  desired 
turning  to  the  Lord,  that  we.  remembering  our  first  love,  may  also  do  our  first 
works :  that  our  schools  nnd  seminaries  may  truly  be  nurseries  of  the  Lord's  dear 
vineyard:  ond  that  be  will  renew  his  favor  and  kindness  to  us  as  In  days  of  old: 
Thursday,   the  12th  November,  approaching,  being  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

The  Clerk  (»f  this  Rev.  Body  Is  directed  to  prepare  and  send  a  copy  of  this  article 
to  tho  rosprMtlvo  r.Mrtlrnlnr  Hn(H«.*s.  or  at  least  to  one  of  the  memhi»rs  of  tho  «;nnie. 
with  the  occompanylne  request,  that  he  communicate  It  to  the  respective  ministers 
and  conjrrckMthms  pertaining  to  them;  as  also  to  such  of  the  Rev.  Brethren  as 
have  to  this  time  not  yet  come  in. 


•North  Holland. 
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Thb  General  Meeting  of  New  York  and  New  Jeksey,  Per 
Eev.  John  Leydt  and  Eev.  Keyhieb  Van  Nest,  to  the 
Ci,AB8i8  OF  Amsterdam,  Oct.  8,  1778. — Vol.  33,  Page  617. 
No.  559. 

(Revolutionary  War.) 

Very  Rev.  Bin  &ni]  Brtthrco  :-^ 

Tbe  preMnt  candltlon  of  the  coontr;  anil  of  the  Cbuicb  here,  wbleb  hu  Dow 
far  three  jrarn  clowd  the  way  to  correapondeDM  with  joqf  Ber*.  aa  alao  the  tre- 
qneot  Ineurilona  of  the  enemtea  Id  dtlTerent  parta  of  thia  land,  are.  to  oar  lorroir, 
the  unavoidable  cauaei  of  our  not  having  held  «  General  Meeting  alDce  tbe  year 
1T7D.  The  citj  of  New  York  being  occapled  bj  the  enemf,  the  (mlDlaterlal)  bTeth' 
ran  of  the  ellj,  forsaken  b;  thalr  church  memberi  who  were  for  the  moit  part 
■uttered  bither  and  thither,  were  obliged  to  aeek  lafety  In  tbe  Interior  of  thIa 
atate.  Of  tboee  on  Long  laland.  two  (of  tbe  mlnUtera)  ara  hemmed  Iq  l>r  tb* 
•nem;  on  ever;  aide.  So  It  baa  been  Impoulhle  for  ttie  Fartlcnlar  MeetlBi  (or 
Claaala)  of  New  York  to  convene  alDce  that  time. 

In  the  dfatrlet  of  Allianj  treih  dliturbancea  wera  ralied  lome  time  ago  br  tha 
■nemlea  In  the  Interlar.  In  conjunction  with  the  aatage  heathen,  whom  the;  atlr 
Dp  agalnat  na.  For  which  leuon  that  (ParttcoUr)  Meeting  alao  eonld  not  be  held 
thIa  rear  an;  more  than  last  jear.  This,  too,  la  the  reaaon  whj  no  membera  from 
there  have  «oma  to  attend  this  (Oeneral)  Meeting.  About  Hackenaaek  tbe  enemlea 
appeared  again  a  few  days  ulnce.  numbering  from  seven  to  eight  thouaand.  so 
that  from  that  district,  (the  Fartlcnlar  Meeting  of  Baekenaaek)  but  ODa  delegat* 
came,  and  be  without  an  elder.     (Dlrck  Romejn.) 

However  we  thought  beat.  a>  well  as  we  could,  and  as  far  aa  tbe  atate  of  affalra 
permitted — tbe  good  hand  of  God  having  made  a  little  more  room  tor  na  to  orgBDlia 
tbia  (Oeneral)  Meeting,  cooatltnted  of  delegate!  from  two  dlatrleta.  and  tn  part 
from  a  third.  This  was  done  In  order  to  examine  two  itndeDta.  who,  bavlng,  In 
the  midat  of  tbe  preaeot  troublea,  tried  to  punue  their  itudlea  aa  far  aa  tber 
could,  preaented  themaelvea  to  ua ;  and  also  to  reaume.  If  Divine  Providence  ibonld 
ba  pteaaed  to  open  the  wa;  thereto,  the  neceaaarj  and  naefnl  eorreapondence  with 
roDr  Reva.  So  vre  have  the  honor  ot  aendlng  over  herewith  the  mlnntea  of  odt 
preieDt  (General)  Meeting,  (1TT8). 

We  should  be  glad  to  communicate  at  this  time  aome  aatlafactorr  report  con* 
cemlog  the  preepot  coodltlon  of  the  counlrr  and  tbe  Chcrcb:  but  tbe  lack  of 
reports  from  nil  the  Partloalnr  Meetings  (or  Clauses)  preventa  na  as  yet  from  doing 
■nythlDg  In  this  way  with  accaracj-.  We  hopp  nnd  pray  that  tbe  Lord  may. 
before  long.  In  mercy  enuhle  us  1o  nccompUih  that  object  In  a  aatlBfnolory  manner. 

No  doubt  It  la  known  to  your  Reva,  what  are  the  chief  maons  why  thIa  terrible 
civil  war  between  the  English  government  and  theae  American  regions  has  arlsaB. 
and  why  the  Prolcslanls  ot  this  people.  In  Its  General  Congress,  have  declared 
tbemaelves  iodepenilent  of  (he  Parliament  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain.  Not  do 
we  doDbt  all  thnt  the  enemlea  have,  from  their  aide,  tried  to  put  things  In  (be  most 
favorable  light,  so  as  to  make  them  appear  right.  In  view  ot  tbe  manlfeit,  and 
to  all  rational  and  consclentlona  people,  most  clearly  evident  Joitlce  Of  the  conrae. 
all  our  brethren,  with  eToeptlon  of  only  three,  so  far  as  we  know,  as  alnn  those 
ot  the  PreshylprJHn  churchea,  with  perbapa  very  few  eiceptlona,  have  felt  no  henl- 
tancy  [n  choosing  tbe  side  ol  Congress.  And  herein  we  are  from  time  to  Urns 
Increasingly  strengthened  and  conBrmed.  among  other  things,  bj  the  nnrlgbteoua 
acta  and  unheard  of  crneltlea  committed  by  tbe  Engtlab  army  everywhere:  tha 
Inhuman  maltreatment  ot  so  many  thoaaanda  ot  our  prlsonera.  tn  nolaome  priaona 
and  ships.  sutTerlng  from  hunger,  cold,  nakedneas  and  other  nerer-besrd-ol  bar- 
tiarltlea:  the  wanton  hnrniog  of  our  houses,  villages,  towns  and  citlea;  among 
others  alao  of  (he  beautiful  and  Conrlablng  town  of  Kingston — which,  last  fall, 
wa«  completely  burnt  and  deatroyed  by  the  enemy  out  of  pure  wantonneaa,  and  at 
tha  expresa  command  of  the  (British)  General:  the  liii  risin(  robbing  anA  ^tasftKi- 
lug  wbcrarar  tb«7  gain  the  npperhuid ;  tha  Intttsatlmk  oI  tk«  Witvaa  Y«AM0a»» 
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1778  against  our  peaceful  inhabltantB,  and  the  murdering  of  men,  women  and  chDdm; 
above  all,  the  mallcloua  and  Qod-provoklns  destmctlon  of  oar  ehnrchei,  botk  In 
New  York  and  In  tbe  country ;  and  a  thousand  other  cmeltlet  which  hare  hecn  aal 
are  ittlU  daily  l»elnf;  ooniintiied  with  Inconceivable  bitterness  and  fury — all  of  which, 
and  whatever  may  l>e  further  necessary,  we  hope  to  commonlcate  hereafter  as  early 
as  possible  and  with  proper  verlflcatlona. 

And,  although,  on  the  one  hand.  It  is  our  duty  and  onr  desire  to  klas  (Ut  btar) 
the  rod.  and  the  Ix>rd  who  has  appointed  It;  to  keep  silence.  In  homblt  pcnltHMt 
acknowledging  Ills  justice  In  all  things  that  have  come  upon  us  for  our  slnt  and 
the  crying  InlQultles  of  the  people,  we  have,  nevertheless,  abundant  raaaon  for 
Tlewlng,  with  wonder  and  adoration,  the  entire  course  of  this  bitter  and  onnatorsl 
war.  and  for  acknowledging,  with  humble  gratitude,  the  special  and  Tlslbla  tokna 
of  the  Lord's  gracious  and  merciful  providence,  in  the  Interest  and  for  tlM  pm»- 
vation  of  our  ruined  Zlon — which  amldat  It  all  la  left  ''as  a  booth  in  a  Tlncyaid 
and  as  a  lodge  In  a  garden  of  cucumbers  ;**  and  for  publicly  maintainfng  what  «t 
deem  to  be  a  just  cause,  in  which  the  inhabitanta,  altogether  unprepared  at  flnt, 
simply  for  their  defense,  took  up  anna,  so  that  wa  must  say  indeed,  ''tliia  la  the 
Lord's  doing  and  It  Is  marvelloua  in  our  eyes ;"  yea,  **  Hitherto  bath  tha  Loci 
helped  us." 

We  shall  call  attention  to  these  things  again  on  a  subsequent  occasion,  when  It 
may  please  the  I^rd  to  afford  us  larger  liberty  and  the  opportunity  to  write  with 
greater  deflnlteness  and  accuracy.  Meanwhile,  commending  ouraelTca  and  onr  op- 
pressed and  partially  destroyed  Zlon  to  the  Lord  and  His  merciful  grace,  as  alas 
mediately  to  your  Revs,  with  the  much-availing  prayers  of  the  godly,  we  now 
close  with  the  prayer  that  Jehovah  may  graciously  preserve  the  Netherland  Sloa, 
our  beloved  Mother  Church,  against  such  bitterness  as  the  Lord's  people  and 
•ervants  here  have  tasted,  and  are  still  tasting;  that  He  may  glorify  It  more  and 
more,  and  make  It  a  praise  In  the  whole  earth ;  and  also  In  erery  way  bless  your 
Bevs.  In  your  efforts  for  God's  Church ! 
Was  signed  as  above. 

Tbe  above  letter  was  accompanied  by  the  Acta  of  the  General  Assembly  In  the 
States  of  New  York  (and  New  Jersey). 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

1779,  Jiilv  lOtli.  S\Tioclalia.  Art.  43.  No  information  has 
been  received  from  Xew  York.     xv.  154. 

Syxoi)  of  XoRTir  IIoT-LAXD,  JuLY-Auo.  1770. 

Article  40. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

No  report.  The  Classis  of  Ilarlem  observed  that  this  lemma 
had,  by  mistake,  been  left  out  of  the  Acts  last  year,  at  any  rate 
out  of  those  that  had  been  sent  to  it.  (All  were  sent  in  MSS. 
It  was  not  left  out  of  the  official  copy.     E.  T.  C.) 

Trinity  CirrRcii,  New  York  City,  Grants  Use  of  St.  George's 
Chapel  to  the  Dutch  Loyalists,  Under  the  Care  of  Rev. 
Garret  Ly'dekker.     Oct.  20,  1770. 

Oct.  20.  "  It  beinir  reprepentrd  to  this  Corporation  by  one  of  Its  members  that 

the   Old   Dutch   Church   In   this   City   Is   nt    Prenent   used   as  a   Hospital  for  His 

Majesty's   Troops:    The   Rotirrt   lm\>re««»ed    with   a   grateful   remembrance  of  the 

former  kindness  of  tlie  member*  ol  \\i«iX.  K.t«\«^\.  C^wlt^Xi.  Va.  ^rmlttlnff  the  nst 
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«f  thvir  CbQTch  to  tbe  membera  ot  tbe  Church  of  BnElaod,  when  tber  bad  do 
proper  edtflize  of  their  own  for  thiil  purpose,  ottti  to  tbe  membera  of  the  ADcleut 
Dutch  Church  the  use  of  St.  George's  Chapel  for  tbe  celebrating  their  worship  on 
Snodayi  anil  gueh  other  (Imes  as  Ihej'  sball  choose  to  perform  Divine  serrlce. 
Thej  bope  from  nine  to  eleren  o'clock  In  the  morning,  and  from  one  to  three  In 
tbe  afternoon  will  be  convenient  to  tbe  members  of  tbe  Dutch  Church.  If  theiie 
hours  abouia  be  very  Inconvenient  the  Vestry  will  endeavor  lo  meet  their  wishes 
as  tar  as  tbey  can  consistent  witb  the  duty  they  owe  to  tbelr  own  conEtei;ii- 
tlon  ".■—Records  of  Trinity  Church  I.  140.     Dli,  1.  427. 

The  Ret.  Mr.  Inxtts,  Rector  of  Trinity,  writing  to  tbe  Society  tor  Propsgallng 
the  OoHpel.  London,  on  November  26.  1TT8.  aaja  that.  "  The  membeta  o[  the 
Dutch  Church  In  this  city  had  always  lived  In  the  utmost  harmony  wKh  the 
members  of  our  Church  ".  and  that  "  the  Loyal  Dutch  continued  lo  the  city  after 
It  WIS  rednced  by  the  King's  Troops;  and  a  loyal  Minister"  [Rev.  Garret  Lydok- 
ker]  "  officiated  lor  them.  But  the  Commandant  was  under  the  necessity  of 
taking  their  Church  lately  for  nn  Hospital,  and  the  Dutch  Congregallon  slgnlfled 
tbelr  Inclination  tbat  we  should  assist  them.  I  Immediately  called  my  Veitry 
uid  after  maturely  considering  all  clrcomstaDces  we  Judged  11  advisable  (or  many 
reasons  to  let  them  have  the  use  of  one  of  our  Churchea.  Accardlogly  their 
Minister  now  offlclatcs  tor  I  hem  early  In  tbe  morning,  and  between  our  services 
Id  St.  George'a  Chapel,  without  any  Intermpdon  to  my  Congregation.  I  believe 
we  did  right  In  this,  and  think  yon  wonld  have  been  ot  the  lame  opinion,  were 
TOD  acquainted  with  our  situation  ".— N.  Y.  M8S.  U.  eST— DIz.  1.  42T-& 


Letter  of  Thasks  From  Rev.  Gabbet  Lydeekeb  to  Tkisitt 
Church  fob  the  Use  of  St.  George's  Chapel,  April  8, 

1780. 


was  ordered  on  file.     The  letter  Is  as  follows": 

"  New  York.  April  BIh.  ITSO.  Major  General  Pattlson,  having  taken  the  earliest 
opportunity.  (Ibe  recovery  of  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  would  permit)  ot 
rctamlng  to  the  old  Dutcb  Church  ot  wblcb  we  now  taave  posesslon.  Permit  u*. 
81r,  through  yoo  to  return  our  most  grateful  thanks  to  the  Vestry  of  Trinity 
Cbnrcb  for  their  kind  offer  of  St.  George's  Chappie,  with  tbe  use  of  which  we 
were  so  happily  accommodated  during  the  lime  our  Church  was  occupied  bj  hia 
Majesty's  troops.  The  Cbrlstlan-llke  behavior  and  kind  attention  abown  them  In 
ODr  distress  by  members  of  the  Cburch  ot  England  will  make  a  laatlng  Impression 
W»  the  mind  of  the  Antlent  Reformed  Dutch  Congregation,  who  bave  always  con- 
sidered the  lutereats  of  tbe  two  churchea  luaepernble.  and  hope  tbat  (his  Inatanc* 
of  Brotherly  Lore,  will  evince  to  poslerlly  tbe  cordial  and  happy  nulon  subsisting 
between  us.    We  are.  with  great  regard,  Dear  Sir. 

Your  most  faithful  and  obedient  servants ", 
Qatret  Lydekker,  V.  D.  M.  Barnardus  Smith 

Abel  Hardenbrook  Jeronlmns  Alstyne 

John  Alstyne  Abel  Hardenbrook,  Jr. 

William  Ellis  Isaac  Kip. 

Henry  Brevoort 


*Be«  Vol.  2.  pages  UlS.  UU,  of  tbese  "Bceleslaatleal  B 
"Lydekker,  Garret,"  In  Corwto's  Manual,  4"-  *  "~ 
Asnals  of  American  Pulpit,  VoL  TtU,  H,  n. 
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ponional  motives  It  may  othorwlse  proceed,  cnnnot  but  be  considered  as  natioDA) 
virtues;  sut>b  as  have  been  usually  owned  and  accepted  of  bj  the  Deltj  In  the 
Issue. 

That  the  Magistrates  and  other  officers  of  Oovemment  have  from  time  to  time 
exerted  their  Influence  and  authority  for  obtaining  the  end  which  an  oTerniliB; 
Providence  so  evidently  pointed  out  as  worthy  of  the  best  efforts  of  the  dtiiens 
of  those  States,  which,  ns  far  as  we  know,  have  been  answered  with  equal  alacrity 
by  a  iP'eat  part  of  our  feUow-cltlxens,  being  subjects  of  these  States. 

That  the  ministers  of  the  Goinpel,  of  every  denomination,  as  far  as  we  know, 
and  especially  those  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Synod  of  the  Low  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  In  America,  have,  for  the  most  part,  notwlthatandlng  many  dis- 
couragements of  different  nature,  continued,  with  unwearied  application,  to  Incul- 
cate to  the  utmost  of  their  ability,  lK>th  by  precept  and  example,  the  great  duties 
enjoined  upon  Christians  by  the  Gospel  of  Peace. 

That  the  ultimate  object  of  the  wishes  of  every  good  man,  being  frequently  held 
out  to  these  States  by  the  benevolent  Disposer  of  human  events,  as  nearly  wlthlB 
their  reach,  an  antecedent,  at  least  external  preparation  of  the  temper  and  dis- 
position of  their  fellow-Christians  to  a  conduct  leas  offensive  than  that  which  at 
present  prevails.  Is  It  at  least  required,  that  the  wlshed-for  blessing,  whea 
received,  may  not  in  the  event  he  changed  Into  a  curse. 

That  notwithstanding  the  above  pleaalng  reflection,  the  senslblUty  of  erccy 
good  man  cannot  be  affected  In  the  most  feeling  manner,  to  find  that  the  Inde- 
fatigable exertions  of  all  who  wish  well  to  the  cause  of  morality,  have  proved 
ineffectual  to  a  great  part  of  the  community;  at  least,  your  Memorialists  cannot 
but  observe,  with  the  deepest  regret. 

That  vices  of  the  first  magnitude  are  patronised  and  practiced  by  many  with  a 
boldness  and  audacity  heretofore  unknown,  to  the  perversion  of  good  order  1b 
society,  and  the  discouragement  and  depressloii  of  onr  holy  religion;  vices  which 
sound  policy  cannot  but  point  out  as  destructive  in  the  event  to  every  notion  of  a 
well  regulated  government: 

That  the  exertions  of  the  Magistrate,  the  faithful  and  unremitted  admonitions 
and  warnings  of  Gospel  ministers  and  others  who  wish  well  to  mankind,  have 
hitherto,  for  the  most  part,  proved  Ineffectual  for  suppressing  the  spirit  of  Uces* 
tlousnes<i  and  reclaiming  the  refractory  from  the  evil  of  their  ways: 

That  hence  the  Lord's  Day  Is  wantonly  profaned,  the  awful  name  of  God  vainly 
used  and  abuscfl  on  the  most  trivial  occasion;  gaming  and  other  such  practlceg  aj 
are  contrary  to  the  well-being  of  society,  and  of  their  own  nature  sinful,  swl 
therefore,  altogether  offensive  In  the  eyes  of  perfect  rectitude,  are  carried  on  with 
unrestralued  freedom:  all  of  which  cannot  fall  of  at  least  continuing  the  judg- 
ments of  the  Almlphty.  If  not  of  bringing  down  renewed  tokens  of  the  Divine  dis- 
pleasure on  these  United  States,  and  this  State  in  particular : 

That  your  Memorialists,  although  conscious  of  that  Divine  maxim  of  policy,  tbat 
rI(?hteousnosK  exalts  a  nation,  and  that  sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people,  observe 
with  the  utmost  concern,  that  some  defect  Is  existing,  either  In  the  laws  directed 
against  vice  and  Imnionillty.  or  the  execution  thereof,  the  effects  of  which  hare 
already  boon  too  severely  felt  both  In  Church  and  State: 

Tlint  your  M«»morlall8tR  do  not  presume  to  point  out  where  the  refect  lies,  bit 
desire.  In  piirsujinco  of  the  example  of  their  Ix»rd  and  Master,  the  Holy  Jesus,  to 
bestow  all  their  labor  and  abilities  for  the  advancement  of  the  real  happiness  of 
mankind:  and  therefore 

Tray,  that  the  honorable  the  Legislative  Authority  of  the  State  of  New  Tort 
woiiltl.  In  their  wisdom,  use  their  authority  to  Investigate,  and,  as  far  as  can  l»e. 
determine  the  cause  of  the  prevailing  deficiency,  and  to  apply  proper  remedies  tot 
removing  tlils  pressing  evil,  either  by  framing  such  salutary  laws  as  shall  ^ 
judged  necessary  for  that  purpose,  or  putting  those  already  in  being  Into  execution, 
etc.,  etc. 
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ClICRCn   OF  POCOHKEEPSIE, 

r,  J.  H.  Livinffston  invited  to  officiate  during  the  War. 

.  Jul7  9,  Seaolved  to  open  ■  rabactlptloD  Hit  tor  rtlatiiK  ■  xmi  nilBdent 
purpoM  of  IdtIUhk  tti«  Bev.  Dr.  John  H.  UHagitoD,  laU  of  tha  Cltjr  oC 
k,  but  mt  prewDt  mt  the  Uonor  of  UTlniitoa,  to  become  oar  mlnlBter." 
,  August  4,  an  lOTltatlon  was  made,  and  drawn  up  In  proper  lonn  In 
b7  whicb  tbe  Rev.  Dr.  UTtDBStoa  was  re<iiie>ted  to  perform  the  dullM 
ilMer  Id  the  cetiKTecaUtn  •■  Ions  ■■  he  ihall  And  hia  oltuatlOQ  to  b* 
It  to  htmieU  and  hie  famtir,  promleloK  to  pa;  him  tor  hla  Mrrlea  at 
of  three  handred  and  Ottj  buiheli  of  wheat,  and  fifty  potuida  In  qieda 

■  iDTjtatloD,  and  Ii 

iTlDg  pEeased  the  LORD  to  reatore  peace  to  America,  In  eoniequenea  oC 
e  edied  lahBbltanta  of  the  Cit;  of  New  Tork  were  permitted  to  return  to 
lea. — the  Rev.  Dr.  UvtngBton  look  leave  ot  the  coDKresatlaD  of  Poii(hke«p«ta 
tectlonate  farewell  eermon,  Nov.  23,  1T88,  and  opoied  hla  mlninry  acala 
tj  of  New  Xork,  Dee.  T,  IT8S. 

the  Church  of  FouKhkeepaia  la  again  become  Taeant.'* — Blatorr  at  th* 
I   Church   of   Pooghkeepale,   p.   08. 

Acts  of  tue  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
1,  July  23rd.     Synodalia.     Art.  52  ad  4ft.     No  informa- 
is  been  received  from  the  churches  of  New  York  and  New 
on  account  of  the  state  of  the  times,     xv,  211, 

.  OF  North  Holland,  at  Edam,  July  31-Aco.  9,  1781. 
Article  51. 
New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
Eg  to  the  sad  events  (of  the  war),  no  report  has  come  in 
hat  land.  The  Classes  are  longing  for  more  favorable  tid- 
md  leave  the  care  of  those  churches  further  to  the  Kev. 
1  of  Amsterdam, 

:al  Meeting  of  Ministers  ank  Elders  of  the  Church 
OF  New  York,  October  2-4,  17S1. 
Extracts. 
t  Respectiso  the  Delivery  op  the  Request  to  thb 

■h0ritie3  for  the  suppression  of  the  sins  of  the 
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Dr.  Isaac  Ryadjk  reported*  that  the  Muna  waa  placed  bj  him  In  the  handi  of  two 
membera  of  the  goTernment  of  thla  State,  with  some  hope  that  It  woold  haie  the 
deatred  Issue;  and  he  was  thanked  for  hia  trouble  and  care  In  relatloo  to  It 


State  of  the  Church. 

And  since  It  Is  prot>oeed  to  this  Rct.  Body,  and  desired  by  the  Ber.  Bretbrm, 
that  Artldee  4  and  5  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Bct.  General  Body,  at  the  yeu 
1778,  might  be  compiled  with,  so  that  the  ReT.  Body  might  receive  the  necentzy 
Information  respecting  the  state  of  the  charches,  to  the  end  that  they  may  aim 
be  able  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  Mother  Church  In  the  Netherlands,  whkk 
seems,  by  reason  of  the  disquietude  of  the  times,  to  hafe  been  hitherto  negleetsd. 
It 'appears  to  the  Rct.  Body  that  the  rUltatlon  of  the  chorehea  conld  be  sndi 
greatly  subserrlent  to  this  end,  provided  the  visitors  were  directed  carefully  to 
note  their  proceedings  and  the  atate  of  the  congregatlona,  and  atrennonaly  to  enrt 
themselves  to  furnish  their  Ecclesiastical  Bodies  with  the  aame^  who  can  thm 
communicate  them   to  the  next  General  Body. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York  and  Xew  Jersey. 

1782,  July  22nd.  Synodalia.  Art.  51  ad  62.  The  Commit- 
tee ad  res  Exteras  have  received  no  information  from  New  York 
and  New  Jersey,     xv.  243. 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  at  Alkmaab,  July  30-Auo.  8, 1782. 

Article  50. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  grievous  war,  which  has  been  carried  on  in  North  America 
for  some  years,  must  be  taken  to  be  the  cause  of  our  not  getting 
any  report  from  those  churches.  ^leanwhile  the  Classes  leave 
this  matter  further  recommended  to  the  watchful  care  of  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Gkxp:r.vl  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Chubch 

of  New  York,  October  1-3,  1782. 

Extracts. 

Sins  of  the  Land. 

Whether  It  would  not  he  Advisable,  In  order  to  prerent  further  eormption  of 
morals  among  the  rising  generation  and  others,  That  this  BeT.  Body  present  to 
the  honorable  Government  an  expose,  setting  forth  brleflj,  but  distinctly,  the  ftB> 
and  disorders  punishable  by  the  civil  magistrate,  with  the  accompanyliif  desM 
that  their  Excellendea  p\eaM  to  \aSL«  vd^  ^sc^stx  \n.  T^lmttoo^  to  this  potnt,  tbit 
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tli«  MdntUT  !««■  of  tlw  luid  mar  Ix  falthfnllj  aiecnted  for  tb*  MlpprMtloil  of 
neh  ATlla,  «Dd  tbe  a*oldaiic«  of  fnrtlier  and  yraaUr  jDdKmenta  at  th*  Uoat  U\gh. 
Thia  B»i.  Bod7  approra  ttia  proposltloa,  but  daaliins  tliat  tbe  othar  Putlculai 
Bodlea  alio  rcprcaent  their  wlahaa,  poatpona  a  dadalon  until  tha  naxt  Qeneral 
HaatlDg. 


Thb  C1.ASBIS  OF  Amsterdam  to  the  Eccj-esiastical  Assembly 
OF  New  Yoek  and  Xew  Jbbsey,  Jdly  21,  1783.  Vol.  32, 
pAaB62,No.38. 

Tarr  Btt.  Bin  and  Unch  BclOTtd  Bratbrcn : — 

Already  a  Ions  time  bai  vlapicd  alOM  we  had  tbe  pleaaar*  ot  reealTlns  a  letter 
from  joar  Reva,  Tbli  wal  leol  on  Oct  eth  ITTB,  «ceDmpMiled  b;  tbe  Act*  of  jam 
ReTi.  BccleilBBtlcBl  (QCDeral)  UeetlsK.  beld  at  New  Fa1t«,  Oct  fltb  and  daja  fol- 
lowlni.  Id  the  jear  aboT*  mentioned. 

We  bare  Terr  largelr  participated  in  the  dUagreeable  drconutancea,  Into  whlcb 
four  coantTj,  and  thereby  yoor  cbuccbea  atio  hare  come. 

W«  ataoDld.  therefore,  not  hare  tailed  In  anawerlng  that  letter  at  once,  and  tn 
aeodlnc  otct  on  that  occaalon  the  Acta  of  tba  Nortb  Holland  Sjuoda  Bat.  aa)de 
from  our  lack  of  opportunity,  the  clrcumitancci  were  to  crlUeal,  that  w*  deemed 
It  adTlaable,  to  long  aa  the  calamltlea  of  war  continued,  to  break  off  far  a  wblla 
the  eorreepondence-,  much  aa  we  otherwlie  love  to  cicbaDge  lettera  with  yon ; 
eapedally  becaaae  tbe  letter,  with  tbe  aceompanytni  Acta  of  the  Synod  of  Nortb 
Holland  of  the  year  1776,  wblcb  we  aent  to  your  Bera.  by  way  of  Bt  Bnatatlai. 
doea  not  aeem  to  have  reached  Ita  destination :  and  w«  feared  that  aabMqaent 
lettera  would  autter  the  same  fate. 

As  now.  however,  the  state  of  affaira  takea.  pcoTlalonally,  a  more  faTorabIa  turn, 
we  want  to  avail  oorselTes  of  tbe  llrst  opportunity  to  write  to  your  HeT*.  to  show 
that  It  will  be  very  asreeahle  to  ua  to  maintain  the  correapondence  with  the 
cbuicbea  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  Wherefore  we  send  herewith  the  Act*  of 
the  lateal  Nortb  Holland  Synod.  And  aa  we  are  very  aniloos  to  be  tntonned  of 
the  present  state  of  your  charcbes  nothlns  will  please  ns  more  than  to  contribute 
something  toward  promoting  their  welfare. 

Oar  bearta  desire  la  that  your  ehnrcbea  may  b«  atrengtbenad  and  ba  eatabUabed 
tn  peace;  be  multiplied  and  walk  In  tha  conaolatlOD  of  the  Holy  Qboat;  and  that 
joar  B**s.  serrlces  may  be  blest  In  their  manifold  relatioiw. 

With  tbla,  w*  are  and  remain,  wttb  due  respect. 

Very  Be*.  Slra  and  Hncb  Beloved  BraUma, 

D.  J.  Van  BlnneTcst,  V.  D.  U.  Depot  ad  rea  aztetaa. 
J.  C.  Van  Herwerden,  V.  D.  U.  Depot  ad  r«a  azteraa. 

Acts  of  tub  Classis  of  Amsteedah. 

1783.  Jnly  21st.  Bynodalla.  Art  fiO  ad  Gl.  On  aecoont  of  tha  (BeTolDtJonary) 
War,  no  Information  baa  come  In  from  the  cborebe*  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 
Tbe  Claaals  hopes  that  ere  long,  peace  In  Nortb  America  will  open  the  way  thereto. 

XT.  STl. 

Synod  op  North  Holland,  Held  at  Haarlem,  Jitly  29-Aog, 

7,  1783. 

Article  49, — New  York  and  New  Jersey, 

TbelT  Hon.  Ulgbtlneases  and  the  correapondln«  delegates  were  anzlona  to  hear, 
at  last,  some  report  from  those  chorchea.  Owing  to  tba  wax,  AmWnftam  '^«&  'SA 
DOW  received  no  report     Tbe  Claaaea  are  bvplnt  Out  tb«  v«u*  \n  %Wte  >     ~~'~~ 
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may  before  long  open  the  way  to  get  t  report.  Axntterdtm  has  alreadj  mt  a 
letter  thither,  with  a  view  to  renewlnc  the  correipondence.  The  Claasts  o(  Horn 
proposed  to  place  this  Article  under  Pennaylyanla,  etc.,  so  aa  to  abridcv  tht  Aela 
But,  aa  theae  two  lemmata  are  wholly  different  in  tbelr  nature.  It  waa,  at  the  ■Of* 
gestlon  of  Amnterdam,  reBolved  to  abide  by  the  order  in  use. 


Suggestions  as  to  a  Reformed  Church  Theological 

Semixarv. 

Po8sil>ilitio5<  of  a  ProtVs«5or.-'liip  in  Kincr's  (Cohimbia')  College; 
DillicTiltios. — Possiblo  T'nion  with  Princeton;  Difficulties. — 
Advantnp\^  of  an  Indopondent  Seminary  at  Xew  Bnmswick. 

Rer.  Dr.  John  H.  LI  vines  ton  to  ReT.  Dr.  Ellardua  Weaterlo,  Oct.  22,  178S. 

(Extract.) 

**  The  revolution  In  our  political  Interests  haa  made  a  change  In  the  general 
face  of  our  American  world,  and  as  it  haa  removed  some  dUBcnltlea  which  wfft 
taken  into  consideration  In  our  former  plan.  (1772),  ao  it  haa  introduced  othoi 
which  deserve  a  very  weighty  and  impartial  discussion.  The  common  enemy  ts 
our  religious  liberties  Is  now  removed ;  and  we  have  nothing  to  faar  from  tfaa  pride 
and  domination  of  the  Episcopal  heirarchy.** 

**  A  sufficient  seminary  for  all  purposes  of  common  literature,  la  now  alraady 
established  In  the  Jerseys,  (at  Princeton)  and  will  probably  be  enlarged  Into  an 
university,  and  be  most  favored  by  the  I^egislature  in  that  State.  Tha  eractlBg; 
therefore,  a  Colletre.  with  nil  the  appendajres  necessary  to  Juatify  tha  appellatloB, 
at  llrunswlck,  appears  to  be  an  object  at  once  beyond  our  funda,  and  in  Itself 
unnecessary.  The  queatloD  will  then  recur,  what  must,  what  ought,  what  can  we 
do?  To  me.  there  appears  but  three  possible  methods,  which,  if  not  free  from 
dllllcultleB,  seem  to  be  upon  the  whole  at  least  practicable,  and  in  soma  meainrt 
cfilciilnted  to  nnswer  the  purposes  we  wish  to  obtain — either  to  wait  until  thi 
governntent  of  this  State  (New  York)  shall  organize  the  College  in  the  City  of 
New  York.  (Kind's  or  (olnnibla)  and  then  appoint  a  professor  for  our  churches 
in  that  Collpffe.  to  be  supported  by  the  funds  of  the  College;  or,  to  request,  (which. 
If  done,  will  doubt  lefts  l>e  obtained),  a  bK>al  union  with  Princeton,  where  a  pro> 
fessor  of  our  iioniltiutlon.  .'ind  Rtipported  by  un.  may  teach  in  their  house,  and  tht 
students  have  the  prlvilej^e  of  their  library  ;  or.  lastly,  that  our  churches  support 
their  IndependeiK'o.  and  dJRtlnrt  name  and  existence,  by  erecting  at  Brunswlrt— 
not  a  College,  but  a  DIvlnlty-Hall,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  teaching  Theology." 

*'  I  will  freely  communicate  to  you  my  sentiments  upon  each  of  these,  not  only 
because  you  have  a  ri^ht,  as  a  friend,  to  know  my  opinion,  but  becauae  I  wish  to 
prompt  you  to  an  explicit  declaration  of  your  own  mind  upon  the  aubject,  as  I  an 
by  no  means  Hxed  in  my  views,  hut  would  fain  gain  all  the  advice  posaible  la  t 
matter  which  Is  justly  conaldercd  by  all  as  Important,  and  which  cannot  succeed 
without  the  joint  concurrence  and  approbation  of  the  whole.'* 

I.  "  Witli  respect,  then,  to  the  first  thing  proposed.  It  appeara  to  me  the  fol- 
lowing,' (lilTicuities  are  altogether  insurmountable:  1.  The  time  may  prove  too  low 
for  the  wants  of  our  Church  before  the  Collepe  in  New  Y'ork  (King's  or  Columbli) 
Is  properly  orjranized.  2.  The  old  (Charter  of  that  College,  and  the  funds  wMci 
were  plven  upon  express  condition  of  the  operation  of  that  Charter,  will  create 
some  difficulties ;  these  have  still  their  friends,  who  will  be  ready  to  oppose,  If  no^ 
openly,  at  len.st  by  their  influence,  every  measure  which  seems  to  prefer  any  pe^ 
suasion  or  denomination  alK)ve  the  Episcopal.  3.  The  government  of  this  Stste 
will  probably  wisli  to  frive  no  countenance  at  all  to  any  denomination  of  ChrlitlAOi> 
lest  an  infringement  of  religious  liberty  should  be  made;  and,  therefore,  tf  t&e 
College  should  \ve  erected  Vi\to  aiv  university.  It  is  my  opinion  the  science  of  t]Moto0 
will  be  entirely  omltled.    For  vi«,  vXi^wIot^,  Vo  \ife  ^«\XV^  Vst  tbiat  crest,  will  bt 
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loM  o(  time,  engtglDg  In  the  quarrel!  of  an  old  ■tindlni:  and  higb  partjih'.p,  or  a 
llnal  dlaappolDtmenl  at  lait." 

II.  "  Tbe  lecoDd  bas  a  greater  progpeet  of  iucees*.  and  for  lome  time  haa  been 
nppermoit  In  mj  mind.  In  CDDBequeoce  of  a  train  of  Lapp;  consequence*,  vbleb  I 
Imagined  I  saw  connected  with  tbat  situation ;  nor  »aB  the  aaauced  orthodoxy  ot 
all  the  Presbrlerlan  Churchea,  and  their  Indlsaoluble  union  In  doctrines  with  ours, 
by  that  means,  the  least  argumeot  to  peraoade  me  Into  a  coalition  with  Princeton. 
Bat  upon  mature  thought.  It  Is  BTldent  to  me  that  this  meaaure  will  not  aucceed. 
For— t.  Our  proifessar,  whea  placed  there,  must  be  either  under  the  control  ot  the 
Tmaleeshlp  ot  that  College,  or  (If  an  eiempllon  from  their  Jurisdiction  should  b« 
stipulated)  It  is  Impossible  but  he  will.  In  lime,  be  uoder  the  Inllueoce  ot  their 
caBlomB.  scDtlmenlB.  and  oploloDS.  as  be  must  be  one  among  tbe  many  who  sur- 
round him,  snd  who,  all  being  swayed  by  one  Interest,  will  uuBToldably  draw  him 
also  with  the  stream  ;  whereby  Ibe  professor  of  the  Dutch  Church  will  and  cannot 
bat  be  a  Presbyterian  professor,  You  know  my  seollments  In  faror  of  the  Pres- 
byterians too  well  [o  suppose  1  mean  any  thing  In  this  the  least  derogatory  to  them. 
their  doclrloes,  or  their  church  goTeromenl.  1  esteem  them  highly,  snd  wish  many 
among  us  were  not  possessed  with  sucb  grouodlesa  prejudices  against  them.  But 
When  1  conalder  our  churches  as  hitherto  preserrlng  a  distinct  deoomlDatlon,  ni; 
flrst  obaerTatlon  will  be  seen  to  hare  great  weight,  ss  tbe  nsme  and  eilslente  of 
the  Dutch  churches  by  such  an  union  would  soon  expire.  2.  Tbe  same  sum  must 
be  raised  by  ui  for  tbe  sopport  of  this  professorate  st  Princeton,  ss  If  It  was  placed 
Id  any  other  situation,  while  tbe  prospect  of  Its  answering  our  purpose  would  be 
dubious,  and  our  professor  evidently  placed  farther  out  ot  our  control.   Id  propor- 

Churches  In  Holland,  aod  (he  posslblllly  ot  being  Increased  by  emlgralloui  tram 
thence,  should  at  least  Incline  us  to  remain  as  pure  and  unsuspected  of  any  mixture 
a«  possible^ uo)esB  some  generous  snd  proper  plso,  formed  by  a  geolus  equal  to 
tbe  task,  should  be  drawn  for  unlllag  all  tbe  Reformed  Churches  Id  America  Into 
one  DBtlonsI  Church — wblcb,  no twtths landing  the  seeming  dlfllcullles  In  the  way. 
I  humbly  apprehend  will  be  pracilcsble  and.  coaslstent  witb  (he  ODtlloea  drawa 
by  Professor  Wltslus  for  King  William  (he  Third,  I  yet  bope  to  see  accomplished. 
But  until  something  of  (bat  kind  Is  propooed,  what  haa  been  meutloDed  aboT*  atends 
with    Its  full  force." 

III.  "The  last  of  the  three  proposed  plans  remalUB  to  be  considered.  At  flrst 
blnab.  It  Is  evident  that  If  It  can  be  put  [□  practice.  It  will  dlsllngulsh  oor  chorchea 
as  slngalarly  concerned  for  maintaining  the  truths  of  the  Gospel,  and  Instead  of 
Bbaarblng  them  Into  other  denominations,  will  fli  their  character  In  a  point  of  Tiew, 
which  will  hand  down  the  efforts  of  the  present  generadoD  with  honor  to  posterity. 
While  others  have  labored  with  aucceaa  and  praise  for  the  cultlTBdon  at  learolDg 
Iq  general.  It  seems  to  be  reserved  In  FroTldence,  aa  tbe  peculiar  proTlnce  of  oar 
churches,  to  employ  their  whole  iDflaeoce  Id  teaehlDg  and  eatabllablng  the  Betormed 
religion." 

"  Before  1  mention  the  dIDcultlea  wblcb  baTe  occurred  to  my  mind,  permit  m« 
to  premise  the  arguments  In  its  favor,  1.  If  we  erect  a  respectable  proteaaorate 
and  DIvlDlly-Hall  at  Brnnswlck,  we  shall  have  our  Instltntlon  wholly  nnder  our 
own  contrail  every  difficulty  can  be  csnvsssed.  and  redress  obtained  without  the 
tDterpoaldoD  ot  other  denominations,  or  any  appeal  to  dUTerent  boards.  2.  The 
Dame  aod  eallmatlon  of  the  Dutch  churches  among  the  various  churches  Ib  America, 
are  In  auch  repute  tor  orthodoxy,  that  our  loslltutlon  will  bid  fslrer  to  be  unlver- 
aally  aseful  when  we  aland  alone,  tbsn  any  union  with  any  that  can  tw  named. 
Coald  poialbly  promise.  3.  The  local  sitnalloD  of  Brunswick  seems  to  be  a  proper 
centre  tor  the  States  ot  New  York,  and  Jersey,  and  Pennaylvanla,  In  tbe  last  ot 
which  there  are  perhaps  as  many  congregations  ot  the  Reformed  churches  as  In 
both  tbe  former.  4.  But  what  ought  to  be  •  principal  consideration  Is.  that  all 
the  donations  and  assistance  we  ar«  to  expect  for  this  undertaking,  will  be  given 
by  those  who  belong  to  the  Dutch  churches,  (as  every  other  denomination  has  plana 
of  tbelr  own,  which  call  forth  their  whole  abilities,)  and  It  la  evident  the  beoe- 
faetorn  tor  our  professornte  would  give  with  greater  freedom,  and  feel  more  bappy 
tn  promoting  a  work,  which  they  were  asvnred  would  remain  ander  tbe  aolc  iDspec- 
Uon  of  the  Dutch  churches,  than  b;  any  eomhUution  of  oecleslaatle  iDteraata  with 
PrineetoD,  or  polltleal  with  New  Xork,  motd  poaalbtj  b«  «1Lccte&." 
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**  These,  and  what  I  might  atill  add.  If  these  were  not  mfllcleBt.  bn^e  Indneed 
me  to  prefer  the  last  to  both  the  former  plans.  The  dlAenlttes  wlileh  oeenr,  §1% 
Indeed,  not  small;  they  are  few  In  nomber,  hot  of  great  weight.  TIm  oas  %  H 
will  anaToldably  take  up  some  time,  at  least  two  years,  before  anytlilag  ti  te- 
portance  can  be  done  towards  this  establishment.  The  other  Is,  we  hare  not  fmdi 
equal  to  the  task :  and  we  shall  need  the  advice  of  oar  wisest  frtenda,  to  point  oat 
a  method  for  obtaining  a  sum  sufficient  to  maintain  a  professor  in  theology,  and  la 
the  oriental  langiiaKes.*' 

*'  I  hsve  siready  iiald  that  I  was  not  fixed  In  my  Tlews  respecting  this  aCtfr; 
at  leant,  not  so  flxpd  but  that  I  stand  open  for  cooTlctlon,  and  wislh  to  eliCain 
all  the  Itirht  which  can  be  thrown  upon  the  object,  before  I  determine  In  whst 
manner  my  T<»te  or  mnall  Influence  shall  direct.  Upon  discoursing  with  Mr.  Romayn, 
I  found  him  fully  convlnceil  that  whst  I  hSTe  considered  was  the  proper  line  of 
conduct  for  us;  and  his  artninients  hare  not  a  little  conduced  to  establish  my  siial 
upon  this  plan.  It  is  the  interest  of  the  Redeemer's  canae  we  hare  at  heart.  Oar 
hands  must  do  what  we  sre  called  to  with  all  our  might.  An  effeetnal  and  pees- 
Uarly  excluslTe  door  is  now  opened  for  senrlce.  The  enemy  of  all  religion  is  not 
at  rest.  Our  united  efforts  snd  blessings,  as  answers  to  prsyer  from  the  throne, 
may  fix  an  estsbllshment  that  shall  make  glad  the  city  of  onr  Qod  for  ages  yet 
to  come." 

Rew  Jacob  K.  irAiiDExnERoii  to  thk  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

Nov.  7,  1783. 

Portfolio,  "  Xow  York,"  Vol.  II. 

Yery  ReT.  and  Very  Learned  Gentlemen,  and  Much  Esteemed  Brethren: — 

A  week  or  two  ago  I  sent  a  letter  to  your  Rots,  by  the  hand  of  a  certain  gentle- 
man who  gave  his  surname  as  Wllle,  and  said  that  he  had  recently  come  from 
Holland.  From  here  (Rosendale)  he  was  to  go  to  New  York,  and  from  there  to 
Philadelphia.  He  promised  me  to  forward  It  with  the  safest  and  earliest  oppor- 
tunity.    I  hope  that  your  Revs,  may  have  received  It  all  right. 

Not  only  my  relation  to  the  Very  Rev.  General  Meeting,  as  Its  latest  President 
and  Deputy  to  (of?)  the  Synod,  but  also  the  Interest  of  the  Church  of  God  In 
this  region,  led  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  the  above-mentioned  letter 
to  yomr  RovR..  as  also  of  calling  your  Reva  attention  once  more  to  what  I  thought 
muRt  be  communicated  to  your  Revs. 

There  is  amonK  U8  a  numerous  and  Influential  Denomination,  known  by  the  name 
of  rroflbytorianR,  who  say  that  they  were  formerly  connected  with  the  established 
Church  of  Scotland,  and.  therefore,  are  essentlslly  one  with  ours. 

For  a  considerable  time,  however,  doubts  have  been  springing  up  In  the  minds 
oif  many  of  our  people  concemlnfi:  the  orthodoxy  and  the  church-standing  of  these 
brethren.  We  know  tbst  the  sncient  Scotch  church  took  care  that  no  persons  were 
admitted  to  the  sacred  ministry,  unless  they  had  previously  declared  that  they 
held  the  Doctrine  contained  In  their  Confession  of  Faith  and  Catechism  to  be 
true,  and  thus  in  accord  with  the  divinely  Sacred  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments,  and  had  entered  also  Into  the  required  engagement  to  conform  them- 
selves  thereto  in   their  teaching. 

These  cautious  principles  the  said  Presbyterians  have  dispensed  with  and 
abandoned,  each  one  of  their  Presbyteries  or  Classes  being  competent  now  to  pass 
upon  the  fundamental  teaching  of  their  Church,  and  to  admit,  at  pleasure,  not 
only  persons,  but  also  their  opinions.  From  this  there  hab  resulted  among  then 
a  great  difTorence  in  sentiment  concerning  several  of  the  weightiest  dogmas  of 
Sacred  TbeolopT- 

The  Dutch  Reformed  have  been  asked  more  than  once  to  unite  themaelves  with 
them,  but,  on  account  of  the  danger  mentioned,  they  have  posltirely  refused- 
Thereupon  the  others  have  taken  anoither  course,  by  trying  to  encroach  upon  oor 
churches.  Of  late  they  have  done  this  more  publicly.  The  following  is  an  Instsnce: 
About  a  year  ago  one  of  their  ministers,  who  was  said  to  have  been  drlvai  from 
his  place  by  the  enemy,  cam«  \xit<x  <^^  ^  vox  ^^aiesnt  charchea»  offertnc  his  aerTiees 
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to  QiAt  chnrcb  tor  rii  montliB.  LaUr,  howaVM,  with  *  part  Dt  the  Conditorj, 
b*  cmaied  moi,  women  and  chlldnn  to  that  and  adjacmt  ehorehea,  by  obtaining 
thalr  ilcnaturBi,  to  leave  the  Dotcb  Ctanrch  and  Join  the  Preabjterlao.  At  our 
laat  Oeneral  Uoetlns  theaa  thlnci  w«r«  bnosbt  op,  bat,  owing  to  drennutancaa, 
tt*T  hare  as  yet  not  been  brongbt  to  a  conclaaliui. 

Borne  r*ara  aso  thli  Denomination  MtabUihed  for  liM  ben«flt  a  Bsmlnarr  In  Ntw 
Jaraay,  which  haa  loffend  a  great  deal  daring  the  caarw  at  tUa  war.  Now  t 
hare  rectnllr  learned  Chat  the  Preildent  of  that  Inilltatlon.  John  WIlhen[H>oii, 
S.  S.  T.  Doetoc,  waa  about  to  aall  foi  E'rasM,  for  the  pnipoM  of  Mcnrlng  cob- 
Wbntlona  to  make  good  the  louea  aaatalned,  and  to  Increaee  the  tond*.  8ur- 
nlalng  that  hla  Ber.  li  likely  to  go,  tor  the  Mm*  purpoae,  Into  the  United 
Httharlanda :  and  li  proTlded,  poatlbly,  with  aonie  aott  of  reconnnendatlon  from 
Hta  BzcellcDcy,  the  Ambaeaador  of  tbelc  High  Ulghtlneaeea,  the  State*,  who  recently 
■irtTAd  at  tb«  place  where  that  Bemluary  la  eatabUahed ;  aa  their  High  VlghUneaMa, 
tb*  Congreat,  hold  their  aeaaloDa  there  at  preeaDt;  thla  laat,  howeTOr,  la  almply 
k  gaaaa,  baaed  on  a  probability  or  a  poolMllty :  aormlalng,  I  mj,  what  li  mentioned 
•bore^  I  deemed  It  my  doty  to  commonlcate  the  Mm*  to  yoar  Bera.  according  to 
til*  trath,  tn  order  that  yonr  Kara.  may.  according  to  yoar  pnidetit  and  dliarMt 
Judgment  make  locb  nee  of  It  ai  yoar  Revi.  ahall  eonelder  neceaaary. 

The  goremment  oDder  the  Crown  txt  Great  Britain  did,  year*  ago,  gnuit  a  Chartar 
for  the  eatabllBbmajt  of  a  Seminary  In  that  nme  State,  for  the  oee  of  the  Datcb 
Bcfivined.  This  Charter  has  bf  the  present  ROTemment  been  Improred  and  con- 
limed  anew.  The  fondi  of  thli  Inmtatloo  alao  bare  aollered  a  gnat  deal.  Bd- 
preaaly  designed  aa  It  la,  for  the  boieflt  of  oor  own  Cborcb  It  It  eboold  coatlnua 
to  need  the  helping  band  of  kindly  dlepoaed  friend*^  there  la  no  doubt  bat  that 
the  well-to-do  benefactora  In  oar  Fdtherland  woald  mach  rather  bestow  their  glfta 
of  lore  apoD  It,  than  apoo  a  DenotnlnatlDn  which  might  seek  to  nae  them  ta  Ita 

I  traat  that  yoar  Rots,  wilt  always  take  pleaanre  In  the  Intareata  of  oni  Beformed 
American  Zloo.  which,  I  can  foresee,  la  to  bo  subject  to  Tlolent  attaeka.  Wltb  ■ 
prayer  for  needed  bleasing  opon  your  Bera  honored  peraonst  families  and  sacred 
ministry,  I  remain. 

Very  Bbt.  and  Very  Leaned  Btra,  and  Uoch  Baapected  Brethtcn, 
Xonr  Very  BeT.  obedient  and  altaetlanBta  brother, 

Jaeob  B.  Hardcnbargb. 
At  Boaendale,  In  tbe  County  of  Ulatar, 

State  of  New   Tork,   Nor.  7,  ITU. 


Ret.  Da.  John  IL  Livingston  to  "Resv.  Theodokic  Romeyn, 

Mabch  18,  1784. 

University  for  the  State  of  New  Tork. 

"That  evening  when  I  parted  with  yoa,  tbe  Ooremcra  of  tha  College  met,  and 
ft  bill  for  erecting  a  UntTerslty  In  the  8tat«  of  New  Xork  waa  read  to  ns.  Hany 
<lliaei  I  atlona  upon  the  bill,  In  tha  form  It  then  bore,  were  made,  and  some  aIta^■ 
■UooB  were  strongly  urged.  The  alterationa  Insisted  upon  wwe  not  eawsilTal.  wltk 
taapect  to  the  batli  of  the  tlnlTeralty,  but  <m1y  the  form  In  which  the  matter  w*b 
managed.  There  la  no  oppoaltlon  from  any  quarter  which  OMatfcoa  the  least  dooht 
tnt  the  business  will  be  cooducted  with  that  spirit  of  cathollelam  and  harmony, 
which  will  tnenre  a  literary  foundation  of  Importance  to  the  Church  and  Stat*. 
Aa  Booa  as  the  bill  baa  obtained  Ita  proper  altaratlinit  and  goat  through  its 
dISeivnt  stagea,  I  will  endearor  to  obtain  a  copy  bff  yoo,  and  land  It  orar  t»  700." 
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Incorporation  of  Religious  Bodies. 

Extract  from  *^An  Act  to  enable  all  the  religious  denominations  in 
this  Stato  to  appoint  Trustees,  who  shall  be  a  body  corporate, 
for  the  puqx>3e  of  taking  care  of  the  temporalities  of  their 
respective  congregations,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned." 

Paned  6th  of  April,  1781 


I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  6y  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
In  Senate  and  Attembly,  and  it  ie  hereby  enacted  bp  the  authoriip  of  th9  emm. 
That  from  and  after  the  pasalng  of  thla  Act»  it  thaH  and  may  be  lawful  to  aad 
for  the  male  portioDB  of  full  rko,  belonglnx  to  any  church,  coDsrrogatlon,  or  rellgioBf 
•ociety  not  already  ettablished  within  thla  State,  or  which  may  at  any  ttme 
after  be  within  the  same,  to  aaaemble  and  meet  together  at  the  diarch, 
house,  or  other  place  where  they  statedly  attend  for  divine  worahlp,  and  tbea  aad 
there  by  plurality  of  volct^s,  to  elect,  nominate,  and  appoint  any  nnml>er  of  dlaereet 
and  prudent  persons  of  their  church,  congregation,  or  society,  not  leaa  than  thm^ 
or  exceeding  nine  in  number,  as  Trustees,  to  take  the  charge  of  the  estate  aad 
property  belonging  to  their  respective  churches,  congregationa,  or  religtons  aod* 
etles,  and  to  transact  all  affairs  relative  to  the  temporalities  of  their  leapecUw 
churches,  icongregations,  or  societies:  That  at  such  election  every  male  person  of 
full  age,  who  has  statedly  worshipped  with  the  said  church,  congrcgatloB,  or  aocMyt 
and  has  formslly  been  considered  as  belonging  thereto,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  velei 
at  such  first  election." 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bp  the  authoritp  aforesaid.  That  it  shaU  asd 
may  be  lawful,  to  and  for  every  religious  corporation  created  by  Letters  Patort 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Colony  of  New  York,  to  have,  hold,  occupy  and  enjoy, 
lands,  tenements,  goods  and  chattels  of  the  yearly  value  of  one  thomtand  two  Ass* 
dred  pound*,  although  the  Letters  Patent  by  which  such  corporation  respectlTdy 
were  created,  should  contain  a  clause  or  clauses  restricting  and  limiting  the  ananal 
revenue  and  income  of  such  corporation,  at  a  sum  less  than  one  thoutand  two  Hn* 
dred  poundt;  any  law,  usage,  or  custom  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwitli- 
standing."     See  Oct.  5,  1784.  etc. 

[See  Amendment,  March  7,  1788.] 


Repeal  of  All  Sectarian  Legislation  Passed  During  the 

Colonial  Period. 

An  Act  for  making  such  Alterations  in  the  Charter  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity 
Church,  as  to  render  It  more  conformable  to  the  Constitution  of  the  State." 
Passed  17th  April,  1784. 


General  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  op  the  Chubch 

OF  New  York,  May  18-21, 1784. 

Condition  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  the  cloee  of  the  Eevolution. 

Extracts. 
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Dbaft  Respkctisq  the  State  of  the  Odtstajidino  Cokgrb- 

OATIOnS  AND  OF  THE  ChUBCHB3. 


Tbe  geQllpiueD  appolDled 

committee  lo  drkit 

repo 

t  In  relation  to  tbe  con- 

(Tcntioni  wblch  itlll  lUDd 

ut,  tie,  iBtd  tbe  wme 

thli  Bcr.  Body,  read  Ins 

From  tbe  report!  on  tbia  aubject,  laid  apon  the  table  ol  tbla  Ber.  Bodj,  It  appear* 
to  tba  membera  of  tbe  committee,  inlve  meJtori,  that  tbe  BeT.  Conilator}  ot  Albany, 
or  at  leaat  tbeir  mlnlater,  la  dlapoaed  to  ■  anion,  but  that  the  oppoittlon  of  a  por- 
tion ol  the  congresatlon  baa  excited  their  fetra,  and  led  them  to  leqaeat  tortber 
time  In  order  to  bring  them  orer. 

Tbt  tvo  imaller  congregatlona,  NlakayiiDa  and  Half  Moon.  In  the  vicinity  of 
Albany,  decline,  not  so  much  from  opposition  aa  fear  of  dliturbance,  and  particu- 
larly on  account  of  tha  eiample  of  Albany.  Bct,  Cock's  refasBl  to  tbe  membera 
of  the  committee,  to  conTcne  bl>  Conalatory  for  the  eiecntloa  of  their  commlaalon, 
rcadera  evident  bli  Tehemenl  opposition,  and  affords  reasoB  to  anppoM  that  he 
employe  bla  Influence  agalnBt  It  In  the  congregation ;  which  appeara  the  more 
■trADBC,  iDBamucb  as  be  has  beretofore  been  so  sealona  for  anbordlnatloD  to  the 
Ber.   CUaalg  of  Amatecdam. 

It  further  clearly  appears  to  the  membera  of  this  committee,  that  Inch  an  Inde- 
pendence, or  a  remalnlns  by  themwlres.  mnit  be  aasoclaCed  with  dangeroaa  and 
perelclouB  eonaeqneDcea  :  aa.   tIi.  : 

1.  Of  acblam  Id  auch  consreBatloas.  without  eecl eel aal leal  remedy. 

2.  That  auch  a  atate  of  things  might  be  of  moat  undesirable  coDaequeace  In  rela- 
tion to  tbe  coagregatlons  already  united,  luasmnch  a*,  upon  the  occurrence  of 
anythlDg  displeasing  to  them.  Influenced  by  this  example,  they  migbt  llcblly  with- 
draw from  tbe  union  and  their  ecclesiastical  aubordluatloD,  wttbont  Iti  being  poa- 
alble  for  tbla  Bev.  Body  to  prevent  II. 

S.  Tbat  eucb  congregatlODS  eontinuing  to  ataud  out,  are,  by  reasons  of  their 
attnatlon  and  tbe  particular  atate  of  the  laud,  open  to  all  those  cormptlDg  and 
ralnona  iDfluencea  which  go  In  connectloa  with  ecclesiastical  Independence,  in  tba 
midst  of  an  overwhelming  flood  of  errors  and  sou  I -destroy  lug  heresies. 

Wherefore,  tbe  Rev.  Committee  are  neceaaarlly  brought  to  tbe  concluaion,  that 
the  Rev.  Body  aboald.  In  the  moat  emphatic  manuer,  represent  this  sabject  to  the 
Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  and  throngh  It  lo  the  Bev.  Synod,  with  reqneat  tbat 
they  will  again  urge  this  welgbty  and  highly  important  matter,  If  so  be  tbat  it 
may  serve  at  length  to  gain  over  the  congregations  whicb  still  stand  out,  and 
secure  tbe  desired  consummation  of  our  great  work  of  Union. 

The  Eev.  Committee  baving  further  availed  themselves  of  all  possible  asalatanca 
In  the  execution  ot  their  commission,  aak  the  additional  liberty  and  faonor  of  laying 
the  following  before  this  Bev.  Body : 

Tbat  the  formal  congregations,  witb  tbe  Hinlsters  within  tbe  eompaaa  of  the 
Jarlsdicllan  of  tbis  Bev.  Body,  ace  found  to  be  the  following: 

Is  THE  Particular  Body  of  New  York, 

Congrttiatloni.  Jftotitn-t. 

r  Joannes  BItaema,  Smeriliu 

New  York J  Lambectas  de  Ronde. 

[  Joannes  H.  Llvlngatoa. 

Brooklyn 

..I'lplanus  Van  Stndereo. 
Amersfort 
New  Utrecht 

Oyster   Bay 

Newtown 
Pbltllpaburgh  ' 

Cortlandt'a  Manor 

0*t,  CoBgngmtlon  at  New  York.. 
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In  the  Pabticulab  Body  of  Hackensaok. 

CotH;rtgation9,  MkU§ter9, 


V  Old   congregatloB Dirck  Rom^yn. 

tii«lw 

...I 


B«rgen 

StatoD  Island,  North  Side  (. Wilhelmnt  Jackaon. 

do.  Booth  Slda 

Hackensack 
Sehraalenbergh 

do.  Conalatorj     conatl- 

tated  darlBf  tha  }.  W.  Knyptra. 
dlftarbancea 

New  Hempttead^  ^■^•"^ 

Kaklet Vacant 

^JJJ^"*    I   Benjamin  Van  Der  Ltnda. 

Pompton       1 

Totowa  I Hermanns  Meytr. 

Horse  Neck  J 

Aqnackanottck Henrlcos  Schoonmaktr. 

Perslppeny Vacant 

Second  Blrer Vacant 

In  THE  Pabticulab  Body  of  New  Bbuxswick. 

Congreootiora.  Minitten. 

New  Brunswick  ) ^ 

Six  Mile  Bun      j *««uiu 

MMi^mm  a  %i^Aiaa  ■  ^y^^  ^^^  _^  a 

Bedmlnster    i 

""'•'°"    I Solomon  Prollch. 

Shannock    j 

Sourland Joannes  M.  Van  Harllngen. 

fl'tll"'"         I Benjamin  D»  BoU. 

MlddlctowD     ( 

ConewanfTO Cornelius  Consyn. 

North   Branch Simeon  Van  Arsdalen. 

South  and  North  Hampton,  Bucks Coonty*  .Vacant 

Walpcck  1 

Minisink  I Vacant. 

Hahakemack    J 

Ix  THE  Particflae  Body  of  Kingston. 

Congrcodtions.  MinUten. 

Kingston    Bev.  Doll,  outstanding 

Marbletown  and  Bochester. Bev.  Jacob  B.  Hardenber^ 

Wawarslng Vacant 

New  Paltz  and  New  Hurley Stephanus  Goetschlus. 

Shawangunck  and  WallklH Reynler  Van  Nest 

Poughkeepsle   Vacant. 

Flshklll,   New   Hackensack Isaac  Bysdyk. 

Hopewell Isaac  BlauTClt 

Clove .* Vacant. 

Dover    Vacant 

Rblnobeck  Flats Stephanus  Voorhees. 

Bhlnebeck  and  Camp,  German Dan.  Ger.  Cock,  outstanding. 

Bed   Hook Vacant. 

Stissing,    German Vacant.     Outstanding. 

Caatsban \%,cMiX.. 
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In  the  Pabtiouulb  Body  of  Ai-bant. 

CongregaUotu.  Miniiten. 

Albanr    BlIardsB  Wutarto,  oatstandlng. 

do.     Qerman  CoagngtOou TMsnt 

Schenectady  Barend  TroDun,  Wwurttiu, 

ConawansD Tbomu  B«mej>,  , 

Nliktruna   T*c«iit 

Norman'i  KUI do. 

UpiMT  aod  Lowai  Scbobarl* do. 

Stone  Arabia do> 

Canajoharle do. 

Oreat  Blati RoMkrana. 

Cataklll  and  Couackte Joannea  ScboDema. 

Manor   Llvlngaton,   Qraanbaah   and  Tasb- 

kanlck  Nkolaa  Lanalngb. 

ClaTcraek  Gebbart. 

Ktnderbook Vacant 

Schodack do. 

Half  Moon do. 

Saratoga   do. 

Schaghtlcok*   Bllaa  Van  BnnicboMii. 

From  thli  calalogne.  It  appeara  tbat  there  are  noder  tbe  JnTladlcUOD  ^  tbe  Ber. 
Bodj  almoat  ■  hnodtcd  reKolarlj  constituted  congregatlona.  of  which  flftj-thrM 
are  prorldcd  with  the  mlnEgtratlon  of  the  Hoi;  Ooipel ;  tbat  man;  of  tbe  TBcant 
coDgregatEatia  are  Isrge  and  able,  and  tbat  In  them  all  then  la  an  ardent  desire 
far  tbe  Word  of  the  HtIdi;  God;  tbat  eereral  of  the  mlnlatera  itill  occnpled.  will, 
throngh  eld  age  and  other  cauaes.  apparentl;  not  long  be  able  to  eDgage  In  tb« 
work  of  the  Lord  :  tbat  tbe  number  of  addltlona  \>y  reason  of  the  recent  lamentable 
war  are  Tery  amalT.  and  that,  eoniequently,  tbe  laek  of  Mlnlatera  la  rather  Increaalng 
than  otherwlie,  there  being  not  more  than  two  lleentlatea  to  anpply  the  existing 
deflcleney ;  tbat  according  to  the  reports  of  the  Ber.  Brethren,  for  the  two  follow- 
ing yean  tbere  are  no  candidate*  to  be  expected,  whilst  at  the  aame  time,  the  snlter- 
Ing  eongregatlona  dally  And  their  danger  and  aOtlctloD  lucreaaed,  partly  by  the  lack 
of  Ucentlales,  and  partly  by  the  floods  of  error,  Infidelity,  and  all  kinds  of  Irrellglon, 
which  are  everywhere  buratloR'  upon  the  land.  The  oew  aettlenrnta  which  are  now 
occarrlDR  In  the  reapecttve  States  of  this  land,  and  will  dally  <acreaae,  present  the 
most  fSTorable  opportunities  tor  the  extenalon  of  our  churches  and  the  diffusion  of 
lbs  pure  doctrloea  of  grace,  eapeclally  alnce  a  conalderable  portion  of  them  are  com- 
poaed  of  persona  and  lamlltes  orlglnallT  belonging  to  the  Reformed  Church  or 
heartily  devoted  to  tbe  aame.  whereby,  with  a  Divine  blessing,  the  number  of  onr 
coDgregatlona  coald.  la  a  abort  time,  be  at  least  doubled,  if  we  had  Ministers  wbo 
could  be  employed  by  tbe  Rev.  Body  amoDg  tbem  a*  Misalonarles,  with  snfllclcnt 

Tbe  Kev,  Committee,  attentively  considering  all  things,  are  of  the  Judgment,  that 
this  apparect  state  of  our  churches  neceaaarlly  demanda  that  soma  popular  and 
reasonable  measures,  agreeable  to  Christian  doty  and  the  natnre  of  the  case,  sboold 
be.  Id  the  ipeedleat  and  beat  msnner,  taken  for  the  aupply  of  the  eilatlng  need,  and 
the  extension  of  tbe  bordera  of  onr  Church,  by  collecting  and  eouanltlng  eongrefa- 
tlons  In  the  pew  settlements  In  these  and  the  neighboring  States,  at  least  when 
snch  settlements  are  carried  forward  by  those  who  pertain  to  the  Reformed  Chnreb. 
Not  prepared,  bowerer,  to  dedne  In  partlcnlar  what  these  measures  should  be,  said 
Rev.  Committee  bombly  desire  to  resign  to  the  Rev.  Body,  tor  their  future  delibera- 
tion and  determlnstlon.  this.  In  tbels  opinion,  neceaaary  and  weighty  snbject- 

Tbe  Rev.  Body  thank  tbe  gentlemen  of  tbe  committee  for  the  labor  they  bay* 
bestowed,  and  assume  the  subject  as  tnattet  for  consideration. 
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Pkofessoratk. 

The  Professorate  wts  taken  Into  coAsideratloo,  as  a  sulijeet  of  freat  weight 
and  Importance.  The  Rev.  Body,  heartily  lamenting  that,  hy  reason  of  the  war» 
attention  to  It  had  been  necessarily  so  long  deferred,  were  ananlmonsly  of  oplnkMw 
that  slDce  It  had  now  pleased  the  Tjord  to  grant  the  land  a  blessed  and  honorable 
peace,  together  with  a  confirmation  of  our  Freedom  and  Independence,  this  matter 
should,  with  all  earneiitness  and  speed,  as  well  as  suitable  care,  be  promoted  and 
brought  to  a  consummation.  As  a  means  of  affording  light  upon  this  sobject,  s 
letter  wss  presented  from  the  honorable,  the  respected  Trustees  of  Queens  College 
at  New  Brunswick,  addressed  to  this  Rer.  Body,  in  which  they  commend  tliat 
Seminary  to  the  patronage  of  the  Church :  at  the  same  time,  also  a  copy  of  an 
Act  of  the  liegislatlve  power  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  relation  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  University  in  that  State ;  whereupon,  it  was  resolred,  with  respect  to  each 
of  these  subjects  presented,  that  this  Rct.  Body,  desiring  to  proceed  with  the  utmost 
prudence  as  well  as  seal,  would  at  present  make  no  definite  answer  to  said  letter, 
nor  determine  anything  In  relation  to  the  Professorate  at  New  York;  but  that  each 
member  of  the  Rev.  Body  should  endeavor  to  obtain  as  much  light  and  informatloD 
on  both  subjects  ss  possible,  and  that  the  definite  determination  of  the  matter 
should  be  deferred  to  the  approaching  Octolier.  when  a  General  Meeting  shall  V.  D. 
be  held.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  Rev.  President  is  directed  to  reply  to  the  letter  of 
the  respected  Trustees,  comprehending  the  substance  of  this  resolution,  and  express- 
ing the  sincere  disposition  of  the  Rev.  Body  to  do  all  in  their  power  for  the  welfare 
of  the  Seminary  at  New  Brunswick,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  general  Interest 
of  the  Church.  But  since  this  subject  affects  the  well-being  of  the  whole  Reformed 
Church,  the  Rev.  Body  desire  to  have  the  counsel  and  presence  of  all  the  Ministers 
of  the  Congregations  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Rev.  Body.  Wherefore,  it  Is 
ordained,  that  the  Rev.  President  of  all  the  Particular  Bodies  be  pleased  to  com- 
municate to  their  respective  Rev.  Bodies,  or  to  their  respective  subordinate  congre- 
gations, this  desire,  with  the  request  that  each  Minister  appear  with  an  Elder  upon 
the  first  Wednesday  of  the  coming  October,  at  New  York,  in  order  that  then,  with 
the  Lord's  blessing,  this  weighty  matter  may  be  brought  to  a  desirable  Issue. 

[The  ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church,  with  very  few  exceptions,  were  loyal  to 
the  cause  of  lndeiM'nd«»ncp.  Si'o  Pr.  John  Todds  Ulsoonrse  on  "The  Posture  of  Its 
Minlstern  and  People  during  the  Revolution."  Centennial  Discour$e$,**  1876,  pp.  107- 
1».    E.  T.  C] 

Classis  ov  Amsterdam. 

1784,  July  10th.  Synodalia.  Art.  40  ad  50.  The  Classis  has  received  informa- 
tion from  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  giving  evidence  oif  their  watchfulness  for 
orthodoxy  of  doctrine.     This  has  been  obtained  through  a  private  letter,     xv.  313. 

Sy^nod  of  North  11oll.\xi),  at  Amsterdam,  July  27-Auo.  5, 

1784. 

Article  40. — Xew  Yokk  and  Xew  Jerset. 

Their  lion.  Mightinesses,  the  corresponding  delegates  and  the  Classes,  would 
like  to  have  their  desires  gratified,  if  it  were  only  to  hope  for  a  favorable  report 
about  those  churches  from  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

1784,  Au(j.  lM>.     Incokpukatiox  oi'  the  Lutheran  Church  at 

Albany'. 

Pastors. 
Rev.   Henry   Moeller,    1784-5. 

Supplied  by  RevK.  Schwerifegcr,  Groetr,  and  Johan  ITrederlc  Ernst,  pastor  of 
Loonenbergh,    (Athens,   N.   Y.)    and   Claverack. 

Rev.   Anthon   Theodore  Bravkti,  ll^Vl^Q^.— ^MTiifc\V%  AAsiala^  t   122-5. 
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Generai.  Meeting  of  Ministkes  and  ^Elders  of  thr  CHtroCH 

OF  New  York,  Oct.  5-8,  1784. 

Completion  of  Ecclesiastical  Independence.     See  Oct,  15-18,  1771. 

Extracts. 

Lettbb  of  the  Rev.  CLAsaia  op  Amstekdam. 

A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Cl&uli  ot  Amaterdam,  datMI  21*t  Joly,  1T8S,  •ccon- 
panled  br  (lie  Acts  o(  the  Rer.  Bjiiod  ol  Noctb  Hollanl),  VU  rMd  to  tiM  Bar. 
Body,  and  «■■  >B  oceailoB  for  epedal  Jof.  FVr  tbla  klod  attention  and  car*, 
the  Rer.  Bod;  beartllr  thank  the  Rev.  Claaala  of  Amaterdam,  and  entertain  the 
pleaalnx  hope  that  the  correaiKindeDce  lor  a  ctmalderable  time  Interrapted  b;  the 
war,  will,  ondcc  the  graeloua  prorldence  of  Ood,  bcreafter  b«  resnlarlj  maintained. 


Fratebnai.  Cobresponi>esce. 

And  Inaainiicb  ai  thla  Rer.  Bodr,  at  Ita  aeulon  In  the  iprlng,  paaaed  a  reaolatlon. 
In  ease  tbe  Presbyterlaii  S;nod  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia  were  ao  Inclloed,  to 
appoint  a  commlltee  who  should  tarel  a  committee  of  tbe  rreabyterlBDa.  to  devlae 
■acb  regulatloos  aa  might  aerve  sa  a  fonndaliou  foe  fraternal  Intercourae  and 
Christian  neigh Iwrahlp,  this  Rev.  Bod;  further  reaolTS,  that  (he  aame  committee 
tn  tbelr  name  alio  Inform  tbe  brethren  ot  the  United  Reformed  Scotch  Chnrch  ol 
their  iDcllnatlon  to  arall  themselveB  of  anj  opening  tor  more  IntUnata  tiAtenaal 
Intercourae,  and  to  report  more  partlcnlatlj  at  tbe  next  meetinC' 


EuNDiMENTAL  ARTICLES  OF   1771-2. 

Since  the  namea  at  (be  ReapectlTe  Bodies  bare  aasoclated  with  them  manf 
dllDcultlea  and  Inconveniences  In  (be  use  of  them,  eapeclall;  In  the  Ulnntea.  and 
are  also  to  an  extent  onlntelllglble  to  other  perauailoDa,  and  hare  thua  tended  to 
tbe  discredit  of  oor  otherwise  respectable  Chnrcb,  the  Rev.  Body,  aa  now  Increaaed 
b;  tbe  presence  ot  (be  advisory  members  who  hare  been  called  In  from  the  whole 
bodf  ot  our  Church,  and  atrengthened  bj  their  connsel  and  aaacnt,  have  seen  lit 
to  change  the  same  In  accordance  with  tbe  provision  made  In  tbe  Articles  of  the 
Plan  of  Union,  and  henceforth  to  apply  to  tbe  General  Body  tha  name  of  Stnod, 
and  to  the  Particular  Bodies  the  name  of  C1.U8IB ;  under  tbla  reatrlctlon,  however, 
that  tbla  change  shall  In  ao  meaanre  b«  prejudicial  to  the  Article*  of  Union,  which 
this  Rev.  Body  Botemnljr  declare  ahall  remain  Inviolable, 


Ecclesiastic Ai,  Incorporations. 

In  the  R«v.  Body  mention  waa  made  of  an  Act  of  tbe  Leglatatare  of  the  State  ef 
New  York  for  the  Incorporation  of  all  the  retlgloua  persuasions  wllhln  aald  State, 
against  which  aome  weighty  objecllons  have  been  brought.  Tbe  Rev.  Body,  thong?! 
apMi  tbe  eve  of  aeparatlon,  and  unable  to  bestow  snltable  attention  opon  tbe  aob- 
Ject  yet  Judge,  on  account  of  tbe  weight  ot  the  otilectJon^  that  the  respective 
Reformed  Dntcb  Churcbes  within  that  State  shoold.  If  poealbls,  not  be  baaty  In 
availing  tbemaelveB  of  thla  law,  bnt  aUde  a  taora  paitlcalAi  coaAQ*tW!^«^  <A.  *&» 
■nbJect  b)  tbe  eonitDg  utttiag,     (See  ApiU  S.  IIM.V 
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Election  of  a  Professor  of  Theology  by  the  Synod  of  the 
Rej-oumed  Dutch  Church,  Oct.  5,  S»q.  1784. 

The  tabject  of  the  ProfeMorate,  to  which  it  had  not  heen  poMlble  to  attend  far 
a  eonslderable  time,  by  reason  of  rarloua  hindrance,  belnf  taken  np  at  this  Meetiag; 
vith  desires  directed  to  God  for  neceasarj  gnidanoe  and  direetSoa  In  this  Jtrj 
weifhty  matter;  to  throw  light  upon  tho  subject,  the  President  not  only  read  all 
the  Acts  at  the  rarloiis  General  Meetings  relatire  thereto,  together  with  all  other 
collateral  matter,  as  namely :  an  address  of  the  respectire  Tmstees  of  Qnecns  Col' 
lege,  at  New  Rrunnwlck.  CDmmendlDg  that  Academy  to  the  care  of  the  Rer.  Body: 
a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Consistory  at  Schenectady,  containing  an  adrantageons  offer 
for  the  establishment  of  a  Seminary  in  that  place ;  an  Act  of  the  honorable  Awwnbly 
d  the  State  of  New  York,  and  a  proposal  from  rarioas  inhabitants  o(  Hackcnsack 
tn  relation  to  the  College  of  New  Bmnswlck.  in  case  of  its  remoTnL  But  for  a 
fuller  opening  of  the  subject,  the  Rev.  Brethren  gave  their  adrioe  In  respect  to 
what  they  judged  necessary  and  serrlceable  for  the  education  of  yonth  tn  all  tiie 
preparatory  sciences,  ss  well  as  in  tho  Hebrew  languages  and  the  Tariooa  parts  of 
Sacred  Theology. 

The  Rer.  Body,  having  deliberated  upon  the  subject,  saw  fit  hereupon  to  appolat 
a  commission  to  draft  the  resolutions  of  this  Rer.  Body  in  relation  to  the  Pnh 
fessorate,  and  lay  tbem  on  the  table  of  this  Body.  Said  commlsaton  wma  appointed, 
ria. :  Rev.  Messrs.  Jacob  R.  Hardenbergh,  DeputatuM  Bpnodi,  Jo.  H.  LlTingstoa, 
Isaac  Rysdyk,  aa  also  Messrs.  Joannea  Jansen,  Joannes  Freer,  and  Jacobna  Swart* 
woud ;  which  committee  presented  the  following : 

1.  ''That  since,  for  the  attainment  of  the  salutary  object  hAd  In  Tlew  in  the 
appointment  of  one  or  more  Profeaaora,  studies  preparatory  to  Theology  ait 
absolutely  necessary,  attention  should  at  the  same  time  be  directed  to  one  or  more 
seminaries  or  schools  for  the  Instruction  of  young  gentlemen  proposing  to  apply 
themselvcM  to  tbeoluglcal  stiidloi*. 

2.  (a)  And  since  already  for  many  yeara  there  has  been  a  aehool  established  it 
New  Brunswick,  In  the  Jerseys,  which  as  early  as  Anno  Domini,  1778,  was  received 
under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Body,  but  by  reason  of  various  obstacles  and  delayi^ 
and  of  the  recent  war,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  bring  matters  to  a  completioo, 
this  Rev.  Body,  deliberating  thereupon,  finally  resolve,  according  to  their  ability, 
in  the  speediest  manner  to  carry  it  forward. 

(b)  As  regards  the  advantageous  offer  made  to  this  Rev.  Body  in  the  name  of 
the  respectable  congregation  of  Schenectady,  in  relation  to  the  establiahment  there, 
as  a  very  convenient  place  and  at  a  proper  distance  from  Queens  College,  of  t 
Seminary  or  C'oIIege  under  the  overflight  and  patronage  of  this  Rev.  Body,  the 
Rev.  Body  joyfully  accept  said  offer,  and  resolve  In  like  manner,  with  the  blesslnf 
of  God,  BO  far  as  the  times  and  circumstances  permit,  cheerfully  to  do  all  tn  thdr 
power  towards  the  promotion  of  such  a  College  at  Schenectady. 

(c)  With  reference  to  one  or  more  Professors  In  Theology,  this  Rev.  Body 
resolve  to  appoint  a  ProfeMor  of  Theolo^  In  the  City  of  New  York ;  and  tinet, 
through  the  unfavorable  nature  of  the  times,  the  Rev.  Body  is  not  in  condition  to 
call  a  Professor  upon  a  sufficient  income.  It  la  hoped  that  the  Rev.  Consistory  of 
New  York  will  make  the  best  arrangement  in  relation  to  It. 

id)  The  Rt'v.  liody,  consldorinjf  the  neresslt.v  for  a  knowledge  of  the  H*»brfW 
langua^ro  to  the  proper  <lls<'hnrffo  of  the  holy  ministry,  resolve  for  the  aRs!«tance 
of  the  ProfosRor  and  the  instrnctlon  of  the  students  in  that  sacred  language,  to 
appoint  for  the  purpose  one  of  the  ministerisi  brethren  who  shall  be  judged  bwt 
qualified,  to  whom  th(»  students  of  Theology  shall.  If  possible,  resort." 

The  Rev.  IJudy  having  thanked  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  for  their  labor, 
and  carefully  considered  the  draft  presented,  accepted  it,  and  resolved  respecting 
the  particular  points  contained  in  it,  as  follows: 

1.  That  for  welchty  reasons  stated,  the  Rev.  Body  Is  of  opinion  that  the  r«noval 
of  Queens  roll«';;e  1«*  Imprartlcable:  and  from  the  fact  that  the  Rev.  Body  ha^e 
recelve<i  it  as  an  object  of  their  care,  they  recommend  to  the  Trustees  to  employ 
all  diligence  and  cure  to  \voe\>  i\V\\e,  and  according  to  opportunity,  to  promote  tl»^ 
apbuilding  of  said  OWeco.  \\x\\\\.  \w  Vn^xV^ovic^,  «v,ti  \ti<5t^%»^  <if  funds  can  ^ 
procuriKl,  to  which  t\ic  Uw.  1\*m\v  v^w\u\*«  \o  t^ti^^  %i!e\A>\A.\\^«. 
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the  ■ecompllKbmeDt  of  tlie  matter  relstlre  to  Scbenectadj,  tbe  Bev.  Body 

■  committee  to  be  asaoclsted  with  the  Bet.  Conilstorr  of  Scbeaectad;  In 
ig  RDil  carrrlns  loto  effect  said  buslnni  Id  tbe  speedlMt  aod  belt  maDDtr. 
.  Messrs.  Jacob  R.  Bardenbergh,  KllBrdns  Westeilo,  Thomas  Romero  and 
inachooteD.  are  appointed  said  committee. 

regnrds  the  third  point,  the  Hpt.  Mr.  JohanDea  H,  LlrlngBton.  Doctor  of 
rbeologr  aod  Minister  at  New  York,  Is  by  thl»  Hbt.  Body  nnanlmoualy 
d  Prolesior  of  Sacred  Theology  In  the  city  of  New  York,  under  whose  care 
enta  will  be  required  to  place  tbemaelm  for  the  atndy  of  Bacred  Theology, 
Rst   tbe  complelloD   of   their  studies.    Prom   tbls   Professor,   atudents   of 

■  sball  be  required  to  brlog  a  certlflcale  wbeneTer  they  desire  to  be 
I  to  the  piepnnitory  emmlnBtlon, 'for  which  certlllcate,  ai  a  snltablfr 
urn  the  students  shall  present  to  the  Proteasor  at  least  flys  poands ;  and 
any  sludcols  hare  commenced  tbelr  stodles  at  other  pisees,  It  Is  enjoined 
■m  to  eiblbll  to  sntd  Professor  a  certlScate  of  tbe  commencement  of  their 

with,  bonerer.  this  restriction,  that  no  cerllflcates  shall  be  recelTed  by 
'essor  wblcb  are  given  by  persona  who  do  not  lieloDg  to  the  body  of  anr 
as  members  of  tbls  Ecclesiastical  Assembly.    Of  the  aald  Profeasorale,  ■ 

Diploma   Is  eiecnted,    approved,   and   placed   tn   the   hand*   of  the   Bey. 

iDce  the  services  which  tbls  Rev,  Body,  In  their  call  of  (be  Rer.  Mr.  LIt- 
ns  Trofessor  of  Sacred  Theology,  have  Imposed  npon  bim.  necessarily  will 
some  dlspensatloD  from  bla  othernlae  necessary  ecclesiastical  (nnctlons. 
'.  Body  ordain,  that  a  respectful  address  lie  presented  In  tbelr  name  to 
.  Consistory  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  In  tbls  city,  by  a  committee 
ipnlnted  for  that  purpose.  Informing  them  of  tbe  Professorial  call  made 
elr  highly  esteemed  pastor,  snd  requesting  tbcm  to  make  every  possible 
oent  to  afford  him  opportunity,  according  to  Ihe  demands  of  duty  In  that 
to  Bccompllsb  the  snlntary  object  of  tbe  Body,  for  tbe  advancemeot  of 
'are  of  our  beloved  Ctiurcb,  In  hope  that  tbey  will  also  contribute  all  In 
wer  for  tbe  support  of  our  Dutch  Reformed  Church  In  thla  ponlon  of 
d:  OD  which  bDslneas  the  Bev.  Messrs.  J.  R.  Bardenbergb,  Isaac  Byadyk, 
nuvelt,  and  Benjamin  Da  Bols  are  appointed  a  committee, 
b  respect  to  the  appointment  of  one  of  Ibe  ministers  as  tnstmctoT  of  the 
I  In  the  Inspired  languages,  Dr.  Hermanaa  Meyer,  Minister  at  PomptoD 
)Wn.  Is  Appointed  thereto. 


■  Tbuth   ov  Taa   Cbbistulm 

.   __e  results  of  the  Revelation  ;  then 

ellglon   to   tbe   nation.    He   then   gsve  a   general   ylew   of  til 


;ity.    The 
a  Sappy  n 


true  and  false.    He  then  treated  of  Natural  Religion,  i 
tevealed  Religion,  as  necessary  to  salvation.    P     " 

that  the  Bible  Is  a  Divine  Revelation. 
>lBcourse  was  printed  at  the  time.  In  unt,  yery  few  copies  tMoId  b«  found, 
'SB  suggested  that  It  should  be  reprinted  In  "Centennial  Dlaeonraea."  This 
e  In  the  flrst  edition,  but  omitted  In  the  second  edition,  to  make  room  tor 
:.    E.  T.  C] 

CorkespondencbFrom  America. 
yiioil  of  Xf  ^v  York  and  New  Jersey,  per  Rev.  Dr.  JoIib  H. 

ng.-ton,  as  ils  President,  to  the  Classia  of  Amsterdam,  Oct. 
7S4.     Vol.  34.  pnge  94-97.     No.  39. 
Assumption  of  Ecclesiastical  Independence. 

d  (lentlemen  and  dearly  beloved  Brethren: — 

{  tbe  mnny   unspeakable   blessings   which   have   been  granted   ns   by   tho 
icb  ns  bis  bringing  the  war  In  our  land  witb  all  Its  awfal  «>na«va«'&<:«k  \A 
and  giving  us  (he  ahlllly  to  estabUsti  out  ileai\i  fmc^LSi*B<^  WmW««  -cv^^ 
nd  honoraWe  basis;  we  msj.  neTerttaeleaa,  \aM\s  conA&n  tti«  ^t**'"*-''^*^ 


1784 


4324  Ecclesiastical  Records 

of  his  Church,  an<l  tht*  roHtorntlnn  of  our  Hplritnal  prlrlleKe*.  the  most  Importtnt 
of  them  all,  70a,  the  f;ran<lent  and  the  moat  Tilnable.    We  have  asain  been  |»e^ 
mltted  to  aaMcnible  with  nil  our  membership.  In  delightful  securltT,  and  to  hold 
our  Ecclesiastical   M<H'tlnKM   without   fear  of  being  disturbed   by   the  sword  of  t 
ruthless   enemy.     It    was  n\»o  a   |ie<>ullar  pleasure  to   us,   at  our   reunion,   to  be 
honore<l   with  a  letter  from  the  Uer.   Classls  of  Amsterdam,  dated  July  21,  17S3L 
This  was  recelv<Ml   with  spe<*lal  delight,   as  the  first  fruits  of  peace,  and  an  on* 
mlstakable  evidence  of  the  unbroken  attachment  and  love  of  the  Lord's  Oiorcb 
In  the  NetherlnmN  to  this  portion  of  his  Vineyard.     During  the  war,   when  our 
Ecclesiastical   Mt^tMhiKs  could   be  but   partially  attended,   we  not   only  held  then 
erery    year,    but    endeavored    also,    as    far    as    possible,    to    remember  our  highly 
esteemed  Church  In  the  Ni>tlierlands.   'We  frtsiueutly  sent  letters  to  her.  althoogb, 
SM  we  feared  at  the  time,  uttne  of  them  were  received,  with  the  exception  of  one 
of  October,  (K>.  1778. 

The  Acts  of  (Hir  nior<*  recent  Meetings  which  we  have  the  honor  of  forwarding 
to  the  Rev.  (MaHMis  of  Amsterdam  with  this  letter,  are  those  of  October,  17W, 
May,  1784,  and  October,  1784.  From  these  you  will  learn  the  condition  of  onr 
churches.  The  number  of  our  ministers  has  Ix^en  diminished  by  death,  since  the 
beginning  of  the  war.  We  are  the  more  grieved  at  this,  not  only  because  there 
were  eminent  uu'U  among  them,  but  because  the  number  of  vacant  congregationi 
has  thereby  been  Increased.  However,  tha  '*  MSiiauaas  axd  ths  appointmbxti  " 
which  we  have  now  made,  appear  In  our  judgment,  to  be  the  means  best  adapted, 
under  the  blessing  of  (iod,  to  heal  the  breaches  and  promote  the  future  prosperitj 
of  our  churches.  They  are  su<'h  measures  and  appointments  as  we  trust  will  meet 
with  the  unniilniouR  approltation  of  the  Church  In  the  Netherlands.  The  recep- 
tion of  this  by  the  Very  Ut'v.  Synod  of  North  Holland  and  the  Rev.  Classti  of 
Amsterdam,  we  will  riM^olve  with  great  satisfaction.* 

Inasmuch  as  our  (Miurch  and  Doctrine  are  highly  esteemed  by  the  different 
Protestant  Denomination!*,  our  present  circumstances  and  relations  in  this  coantry 
give  us  a  well-grounded  hope  that  we  will  be  able  not  only  to  provide  mlniiten 
for  our  own  churches,  where  they  are  lacking,  when  our  plans  shall  have  retched 
maturity,  but  hIko  nerve  hh  a  means  for  preserving  and  spreading  the  truth  and 
purity  of  doctrine,  ainon)?  other  Denominations.  However,  the  destructions  tnd 
dreadful  consrqui'nres  cnusiMl  l)y  the  war,  are  still  so  wide  spread  and  so  apparent 
among  uh.  that  but  little  ran  l)e  done  inuuetliateiy  toward  the  nccomplifihment  of 
thene  f:r«'at  purp«.s«'««.  We  are  ol>Ilg<'<l  to  wait  In  faith,  until  the  goo<l  hand  of 
Him,  who  hn««  alreiuly  piTforiiHMl  so  many  wondrous  deeds  In  our  l>ehaif,  shall 
open  the  way  an«l  nfToril  lis  the  neeessary  assistance. 

There  have  lu-en  110  elinn;res  In  our  <'ireiinisiance»  or  naiiios.  which  will  occarioa 
even  the  if'Mst  rh:ii»^:«'  In  our  love.  cstiM'in  and  adherence  to  the  Church  la  th« 
Notherlainls.  or  cause  «inr  cnrr»'siM»inlcn<-e  to  laiiKnlsh.  On  the  contrary  we  will 
thankfully  a«'kno\vlc(ljri'  i'\«ry  y«jir  ihi'  rciclpt  of  the  Acts  of  tin'  .Synod  of  North 
Holland,  and  we  pref<»r  t«»  continue  to  receive  tliem  through  the  kind  hands  of  the 
Rev.  Classls  of  Anistenlani:  for  we  know  from  long  experience  how  much  care  tnd 
labor  an<l  l«tve,  the  Uev,  Chissls  of  Amsterdam  has  bestowed  upon  our  churche* 
We  also  enKag(>.  on  <mr  part,  punctually  to  observe  the  now  renewetl  Correspon- 
dence, being  wllllni;  n<»t  only  to  communicate  the  state  of  our  churches  here,  tnd 
all  our  circumstances,  which  we  will  do  with  the  greatest  pleasure;  but  we  ^" 
also  Kindly  receive  the  wise  <>ounsels  of  our  esteemed  brethren.  We  will  ilw 
ever  open  arms  and  affectionate  hearts  the  oppressed  children  of  Zlon  who  nwj 
flee  to  our  Telia. 

May  the  Lord  preserve  the  brave  Inhabitants  of  the  Netherlands  from  farther 
sorrows,  and  In  mercy  forl»l«l  the  flres  of  war  from  causing  new  desolations  ivaoug 
them.     May    lie   Mess   the   Chun-h  of  the   Netherlands,   and   cause   truth  and  par* 


•These  '^Meatiures  and  Appointmenta'*  Involved  very  much.  The  "General  Meet- 
ing'* or  "Body"  now  assumed  the  name  of  "Synod,"  which  had  been  a  matter  of 
earnest  debate  for  many  years;  and  the  "Particular  Bodies"  assumed  the  name  of 
"Classes."  A  " Professor  of  Theology"  was  now  appointed  by  the  Synod,  without 
further  correspondence  on  the  subject.  The  Classls  of  Amsterdam  would  undentand 
from  the  perusal  of  the  Acts  of  the  American  Bynod  sent  them,  that  complete  Inde 
peodence  was  now  assumed,  yet  the  statement  In  this  letter  is  coached  in  DOft 
courteous  terms.    "The  reco?Tv\\.Votv  ol  v\A%  \>i  Wi^  ^^'v.  Synod  and  Claatis  we  *JD 

receive  with  great  Rat\sfac\\on   .*'    "TVi^t^  \a^*  \s*«u  T«k  ^«si««&  ia  our  o'' 

comstances  or  names  wbVcYi  wVW  occ«t*\oTi  \X\%  \%mA.  cXivdl^  Vdl  wa  Vwv  ^^rT 
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religloa  to  Im-rpnse  and  become  ever  more  trlniDptiant.  May  He  blesa  the  Yer; 
ReT.  SfDod  ol  North  Holland  aod  the  Rer.  Clawls  ol  Amaterdnm.  and  make  nil 
oar  hearts  glad  irlth  gi>od  tldlnga  concerniiiB  HiB  preclouB  ZlOD  OD  all  the  dirtereot 
Continents. 
Heiewlth,  we  hate  the  honor  to  remain  with  true  brotherly  lore  bdi)  dae  reeard, 
Highly  Esteemed  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  and  weil-wlahlug  Brethren, 

O.  N. 
J.  E.  LlTlngaton,  EcclealBstea  Neo  Gboraco.  et  Synodl  Depntatna. 
New  York,  Oct.  8,  1T81 

See,  however,  the  anaWer  to  thia  letter,  dated  Jan.  10,  ITM,  In  which  the  Claaala 
Of  Amsterdam  atil]  addresaea  the  American  Synod  aa  an  "  Eccleslaatlcal  Aiaembly," 
and  not  aa  a  "Synod."  Thia  prodoced  aome  aenaltlveneaa,  bnt  the  mode  of  addreaa 
waa  aubaequentlj  changed. 

Oedikatiox  of  John  McDosaj,d.     Nov.  8,  1784. 

The  presbj-terj-  of  New  York  ordained  John  McDonaid  a  minister  of  the  gospel, 
and  he  wan  at  the  aame  time  luatalled  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Chnrch  In  Al- 
bany. He  WHS  the  third  pastor  ol  that  church,  and  it  was  during  his  ministry 
that  the  ediflcc  was  erected  for  that  congregation  on  the  corner  of  South  Pearl 
and  Bearer  atreeta,  now  occupied  by  a  aoclety  of  Congregalionailata. — Albany 
Oasette.  Nov.  8,   1T84.     Munaeli'a  Annais  of  All>any,  Vol.  ii.  p.  SOS. 


The  Episcopai,  Church  After  the  Revolution. 

In  1784:  aa  Episcopal  Conference  was  held  at  tiew  Brunswick, 
N.  J.  at  whicli  delegates  from  many  of  the  surviving  ehurches  of 
the  Middle  States,  met,  to  reorganize  the  "Society  for  the  Relief 
of  the  Widows  and  Orphans  of  Clergymen,"  The  question  of  an 
American  Episcopate  naturally  came  up,  when  they  learned  that 
Dr.  Samuel  Seabury  of  Connecticut,  had  been  elected  Bishop  in 
1783,  and  had  sailed  for  England  for  consecration.  A  larger 
Conference  was  soon  held,  in  which  seven  States  were  represented, 
and  it  was  recommended  that  a  GENERAL  CONVENTION  be 
called,  to  meet  in  Philadelphia,  Sept.  27,  1785.  In  preparation 
for  this,  a  (Diocesan)  Convention  for  the  State  of  New  Tork  was 
held  on  June  22,  1785.  At  this  there  were  present  five  clergy- 
men, Rev.  Samuel  Provoost,  rector  of  Trinity,  with  his  two  aa- 
Bistants,  Rev.  Abram  Beach  and  Rev.  Benjamin  Moore;  Rev, 
Joshua  Bloomer  from  the  United  Parishes  of  Jamaica,  Newtown 
and  ElushiDg,  Long  Island ;  and.  Rev.  John  H.  Rowland  of  Staten 
Island.  There  were  also  present  eleven  laymen.  This  meeting 
did  nothing  but  to  elect  delegates  to  the  General  Convention. 

The  second  Diocesan  Convention  waa  held  in  St.  Paul'a  GW\^, 
New  York  City,  In  May  1786.     A  report  -waa  inaS*  eS.  'Coa  <^«^ 
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eral  Convention  at  Philadelphia  in  1785,  and  a  copy  of  a  revised 
"  Book  of  Common  Prayer  "  was  laid  before  the  House.  An  ad- 
journed session  was  held  in  June,  when,  out  of  respect  to  the 
English  Bishops,  the  consideration  of  the  revision  of  the  ''  Book 
of  Common  Prayer  "  was  postponed. 

At  the  General  Convention,  1785,  Rev.  Samuel  Provoost  was 
recommended  as  first  Bishop  of  New  York.  He  was  endorsed, 
as  such,  by  the  New  York  Diocesan  Convention  of  1786.  This 
Convention  closed  its  labors  by  instructing  its  delegates  to  the 
next  General  Convention,  not  to  consent  to  any  act  that  may  imply 
the  validity  of  Dr.  Seabury's  ordinations.  This  requires  some  ex- 
planation. Bishop  Seabury  had  been  consecrated  at  Aberdeen, 
Scotland,  on  Nov.  14,  1784,  by  three  Scottish  Bishops  and  had  re- 
turned to  Connecticut  in  June,  1785,  about  the  time  of  that  New 
York  Convention.  He  had  played  an  active  pro-British  part  dur- 
ing the  war,  which  had  made  him  very  obnoxious  to  his  countiy- 
men.  He  was  still  drawing  half  pay  as  a  retired  British  Chap- 
lain. This  made  him  very  unacceptable  to  the  Bishop  elect  of 
New  York.  For  years  Bishop  Provoost  refused  to  recognize 
Bishop  Seabury.  Tlie  vote  not  to  recognize  his  official  acts  was 
probably  passed  by  the  aid  of  the  laitv,  for  the  most  of  the  clergy 
sympathized  with  Seabury.  It  was  not  until  1787  that  Seabury 
took  his  scat  in  the  Greneral  Convention,  and  not  until  1792  that 
Seabury  and  Provoost  were  brought  together,  just  before  the  con- 
secration of  Bishop  Claggett.  Then  Bishop  Seabuiy  consented  to 
pay,  and  Bishop  Provoost  to  receive  the  visit,  which  etiquette  en- 
joined upon  the  former  to  the  latter. 

The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  consecration  of  American  Bishops 
by  Bishops  of  the  Church  of  England  having  been  removed,  Drs. 
White  and  Provoost  sailed  for  England  and  were  consecrated  in 
Lambeth  Chapel,  Feb.  4,  1787.  The  next  day  they  started  for 
home,  and  arrived  on  Easter  Sunday,  1787,  ninety  years  after  the 
Charter  granted  to  Trinity  Church.  T^rge  accessions  to  the 
Episcopal  churches,  by  confirmation,  were  soon  made.  In  1791, 
fourteen  clergy  were  on  the  rolls  of  the  diocese  of  New  York. 
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Sut  the  clouds  again  descended  and  settled  down  darker  than 
ever.  The  prophecy  was  often  made  that  the  Episcopal  Church 
in  America  could  not  survive  more  than  a  generation.  Continued 
disputes  with  England  revived  feelings  of  hostility  against  this 
bratich  of  the  Church.  Bishop  Provoost  also  was  more  of  a 
scholar  than  an  ecclesiastic.  He  was  not  even  present  at  the  im- 
portant Convention  of  1789.  He  resigned  his  position  as  Kector 
of  Trinity  in  1800,  and  his  office  as  Bishop  in  1801. 

Queens  Coli.eos. 

!N'omination  of  Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  Livingston  as  Professor  of  Theology 

also  in  Queens  Collie,  May  10,  1785. 

Bitracta  from  tbe  FroceedlnEa  of  th«  Btard  <rf  Tnutccs  of  Qdmdi  Coliege  In 
New  Jeracf,  caaytnei  at  New  BrODiwlek,  Mar  lOtli,  1T8B. 

Sxtricta  tram  the  Proce«dLngi  of  the  Bev.  Ryaoa  at  tbe  Dutch  Reformed  Churcbea 
In  the  Stalee  of  New  York  and  New  Jeraej,  holden  Id  the  jeara  1TT3  and  1TS4, 
were  read.  coDtalulDg  tbe  9lh,  ISth  and  18th  artlelea  expreaalng  the  amae  of  the 
Ber.  Braod  oa  the  Profeaaorahlp  In  thla  Inatltatlon,  on  the  Impracticability  of 
remoTtng  It  frmn  Iti  pmeat  eetabllihmeat  la  New  Bniniwlek,  racommendlDg  to 
tbe  troitee*  ■  illllgent  altentloD  to  Ita  Intereita,  and  promldng  tbelr  aid  In  pro- 
cnrfng  an  augmentatioD  of  Ita  fnnda.  Whereopou  the  Board  enlered  Into  tbe  fol- 
io wlitg   determinatlona : 

1.  That  an  Immediate  Increaae  of  the  fnnda  itf  tbia  College  oogbt  to  he  attempted 
ti7  BTer/  ponible  exerdon,  aa  <m  that  pHndpally  Ita  eoDtliiulDg  In  ailatence  depends. 

2.  That  DpoD  the  union  ol  tbe  Dnteh  Chorehea  for  the  aapport  of  thia  InaUtution, 
and  their  agreeing  to  promote  aubacrlptluia  among  themaelTea  for  tbe  Increaae  of 
Its  fnnda,  It  will  be  hlgbl;  proper  for  thIa  Board,  with  the  comnnrenca  of  tbe  Ser. 
STOod  to  call  Immedlatelr  aome  well-qaallOed  penon  to  be  Profeaaor  of  DlTlnlty 
and  the  Prealdent  of  this  Collfge. 

B.  That  this  Board  are  ceadr  and  wUllog  to  eompl;  with  the  aererat  reqnlalttona 
of  the  Rev.  Synod.  htHden  In  the  ;eac  17TS.  reapecting  the  Profeaaorahip  of 
DItIdII;  In  thIa  Instltutlonc  and  the  binding  themaelves  to  refund  tbe  mone;  re- 
celTed  from  tbe  State  of  New  Ywk,  In  ease  It  aball  be  employed  for  the  anpport 
of  any  otber  Profeaaor  of  Divinity  than  thoae  of  the  Dutch  Beformed  Chnrch. 

i.  That  (he  Rev.  Johannes  M.  Van  HarllnKea.  the  Hev.  Simon  Van  Arudalea 
and  Mr.  John  Schn reman  be  a  Committee  to  recommend  tbe  Intereata  of  tbla 
Seminary  to  the  Rev.  Synod  at  their  ueit  meellag;  that  they  assure  them  of  the 
eameat  wishes  of  this  Board  to  promote  an  Inatltutlon  lo  happily  calcnlated  tor 
tbe  beaeflt  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Chnrch  In  America  In  particular,  and  the  good 
at  society  tn  the  general,  and  that  the  said  Committee  be  anthorlied  to  agree  wltb 
the  RsT.  Synod  upon  a  plan  beat  adapted  to  secure  the  necessary  augmentation  of 
the  faads,  to  nominate  persons  approved  by  the  Synod,  to  set  oo  foot  and  protnota 
BubscrlptloDS  In  the  several  Dutch  congregations,  or  elsewhere  In  America,  and 
that  upon  the  Rev.  Synod's  concurrence  and  adopti™  of  any  effectual  plan  for 
raising  money  for  tbe  use  of  this  Instltutltai  to  Inform  tbcm  that  tbla  Board  have, 
npon  mature  deliberation,  resolved  to  nominate  the  Ber.  Jobannea  H.  UvIngstoD, 
D.  D..  aa  Profeaaor  of  Divinity  and  Prealdent  of  Qaeena  College,  and  that  upon 
this  Domination  receiving  the  approbatlim  ot  tbe  Bev.  Synod,  and  npon  such 
■neasurea  being  adopted  for  the  Increase  of  Its  tnnda.  aa  will  probably  be  attended 
with  auccese,  they  will  proceed  to  call  blm  to  thoae  stations  In  tbe  InatltatloD. 
Jamea  Schn  reman. 

Clsfk  <a  th*  B<au&. 
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Synod  of  Refokmf3>  Dutch  CiiURCiiiis  in  Xbw  York  akd  New 

JERiSEY,  May  17-20,  1785. 

Extracts. 

FiiATERXAL  Correspondence. 

The  President  reported,  that  by  r«aaon  of  certain  occurrences,  the  gentlenicD 
compoalug  the  cuminittee  had  been  unable  to  do  anything  on  the  subject,  bat  that 
he  had  had  ftume  ptTKonal  conversation  with  members  of  both  Synods,  the  sob- 
stance  of  which  he  communicated  to  the  Rev.  Synod ;  whereupon  the  Ber.  Body» 
after  mature  deliberation  ufion  that  important  subject,  passed  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  must  be  regarded  as  the  foundation  of  all  further  negotiations  in 
relation  to  it.  viz : 

1.  That  there  Hhall  be  no  Intermixing  or  confounding  of  the  two  distinct 
ecclesiastical  communities,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  each  ecclesiastical  conununion 
shall  continue  to  retain  its  distinct  Ecclesiastical  Assemblies  of  Consistories, 
Classes  and   Synods. 

2.  That  the  standards  as  solumnly  subscribed  among  us,  as  also  our  Funda- 
mentnl  Arti<'les.  hIiiiII  In*  preserved  untouched,  and  In  no  respect  expostrd  to  the 
danger  of  being  violated  or  at  all  varied  from. 

.'{.  Thnt  in  said  ncgotlntionK,  these  our  standards,  without  ecclesiastical  obligation 
to  the  same,  be  frankly  made  known  to  the  brethren  of  the  other  church  cos^ 
munlons,  and  at  the  same  time,  the  members  of  our  committee  endeavor  to  proeore 
from  these  brethren  mentioned  the  grounds  or  criteria  of  their  distinct  eccleslastksl 
organization.  In  order  ta  arrange  the  mode  and  measure  of  the  Intended  corre- 
Bponden«'e  and  frntiTual  neljrhljorsbip  according  to  those  grounds  respectively. 

4.  That  upon  the  supposition  that  each  ecclesiastical  communion  retain  its 
peculiar  policy,  this  Rev.  Body  have  nothing  further  in  view  In  the  aforesaid 
correspondence,  than  a  closer  union,  In  order  to  the  promotion  of  the  general 
Interest  of  the  I^rotestant  Churches  In  this  country,  mutual  incitement  to  the 
preservation  of  the  purity  of  the  Reformed  faith  and  holiness  of  life,  and  the 
warding  off  and  preventing  of  divisions,  schisms,  and  other  irregularities. 

5.  That  the  Rev.  Itody  regard  the  solumn  subscription  of  the  standards  in  the 
respective  churches  as  exceedingly  profitable  and  highly  necessary  for  the  preser- 
vation of  purity  and  doctrine,  nnd  In  order  to  excite  and  cherish  mutual  confldaice 
between  brt'tlin'U  of  tlu'  hjiiih*  inMKliiiorint:  chun*he»,  and  are  ther«»fore  desirous 
to  ptTcoivo  the  sniuf  Id   ih«»  priiK-lpU^N  of  the  foreniention<'d  brethren. 

Further,  the  same  gentlemen,  appointed  a  committee  on  this  subject  at  the  last 
meeting;,  are  continued,  with  this  change — that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Eilardus  Westerlo, 
Minister  nt  Alhany.  and  Mr.  Jno.  Schuurman.  Rider  from  Brunswick  quarter,  be 
added  to  them,  and  that  the  ministerial  brethren  each  bring  an  Elder  from  hii« 
quarter  to  he  associated  with  them. 


r  rxDs. 

There  were  presented  to  the  Body  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Simon  Van  Arsdalen.  as 
appointed  with  Mr.  .Tno.  Schnrmnn.  by  the  hoijora!>le  Tni8tee«  of  Queens  College, 
to  advance  the  interests  of  that  university  In  the  Rev.  Synod,  extracts  from  the 
minutes  of  the  honorable  Trustees  of  Queens  College,  containing  resolutions 
respecting  the  stnto  of  th:it  Seminary,  and  provisional  means  for  its  preservi- 
tlon  and  promoiion:  slH)wlng  especially  that  the  detriment  experienced 
by  its  fiinds  in  ilie  course  of  the  war  demands  Immediate  endeavors 
to  restore  them.  In  order  that  the  Institution  may  be  kept  in  operation; 
as  well  as  their  readiness  to  unite  with  this  Rev.  Ecclesiastical  Body,  In  accordance 
with  the  stipulations  of  the  years  1773  and  1774,  in  relation  to  the  residence  and 
Presidency  of  the  Professsor  of  Sacred  Theology,  provided  this  Rev.  Body  could 
Afford  them  the  prospect  ot  sMtSicVcut.  m^«Lna  to  support  the  same.     After  mature 
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deltberatton.  tbli  Rev.  Bod;  rcplj  In  relation  to  the  rnldeace  of  the  Profeiaor,  that 
In  accordance  with  their  regolutloni  upon  the  aubject,  the  extreme  necPBaltlcH  of 
the  case  hare  compelled  them  to  deTlate  aomevhst  from  their  plan,  In  relation  to 
th*  reildence  of  aald  Proteasor,  framed  Id  caDoeetlon  with  the  honorable  gentlemen 
the  Truateea,  aa  ordained  In  aald  Acta :  and  that  It  appeara  to  them  at  present 
Impractlcihle  to  to  enlarRe  uld  fnnda  thai  the  proceed*  of  the  lame  can  anpport 
tlulr  profeaaorB  In  a  maoner  aultable  to  their  atKtloD ;  but  that  this  Rev.  Bod; 
would  fain  >ee  aald  fanda  at  preaeat  so  Increaaed,  that  the  ColleEt  might  not  odI; 
ba  maintained,  tmt  advanced  to  a  higher  state  of  proaperlt;,  which  would  probabi; 
eontrlbate  greall;  to  the  gecurlng  of  a  more  general  collectloo.  And  although  tbe 
preaent  atate  of  our  churchea  readera  It  critical  (or  mlalatera  to  dwell  much  In 
tbclr  reapectlve  congregatloDi  upon  mooej'  matters,  the  brethren  ahall  aeek.  aa  far 
aa  prndeuce  with  respect  to  parochial  relallona  permit,  to  secure  such  contrlbutiona 
from  particular  wealth;  frlenda.  as  the  honorable  Trusteea  ma;  see  lit  to  attempt ; 
and  the  Deputatl  of  this  Itev.  Bod;  are  directed  at  the  first  opportnnltf  to  furnlab 
to  the  bonorable  gentlemen,  the  Trusteea.  ■  cop;  of  thli  reaolutlon. 

Aa  regards  the  General  Funds,  the  Bbt.  Bod;  further  defer  the  c 
that  Bubject, 


pROFBSSORSHtP. 

The  Rer.  rrealdent  reported  that.  In  the  dt;  □(  Bchenectad;,  aome  dlsaitera 
relatlTe  to  tbe  school  to  lie  eatabllshed  at  that  place  had  prerented  tbe  scheme 
from  being  carried  Into  effect :  wherefore  tbe  matter  o(  a  Bemlnarj  at  that  place 
la  further  Intrusted  to  ths  gentlemen  appointed  on  the  committee. 

In  relation  to  tbe  Profesaorsblp  of  Bacred  Theotog;.  the  BeT.  Bod;  h«Te  had  tbe 
aatlafactlOD  of  beholding  tbe  Kev.  Professor,  3.  U.  LiTlngsCon.  publlcl;  aaaume 
that  office,  with  a  learned  and  elegant  dissertation  In  the  old  Dntch  Church  Id 
New  York. 


Day  of  Fasting  and  Prayer. 

The  BeT.  Bod;  contemplating  wttb  Intense  grief  both  the  pressing  necessities  of 
the  Church,  which  la  not  onl;  marked  b;  a  profound  decline,  b;  reason  of  B  great 
lack  of  knowledge,  faith,  and  decided  hollneas  of  life,  sssoclaled  with  marked  an- 
fmltfnlness  of  the  Word  of  God  In  producing  genuine  conversion,  but.  In  addition, 
U  Btlll  called  to  mourn  over  the  Bcarcit;  o(  pastors  and  teachers,  with  an  accom- 
pan;lng  dearth  of  meana  of  grace,  and  also  the  aad  condition  of  onr  land.  In  wblcb, 
besldea  ordluar;  sins  and  Inlqultlea,  the  preTalllng  tranagresslon  of  the  Lord's  bol; 
eommandmeots,  free-thlnking  and  even  absolute  denial  of  tbe  existence  of  God, 
together  with  numerona  horrible  errora  and  corrupt  forma  of  religion  obtain,  accom- 
panied with  DiTlne  judgments  and  Tlaltatlona,  which.  In  some  placet,  rest  Dpon 
the  Increase  of  Ibe  earth,  nnd  other  evils  which  sSIIct  the  land,  rpgnrd  It  In  tbe 
hlgheat  degree  necessar;  aolumni;  to  set  apart  a  da;  for  fatting  and  pra;er,  to  b« 
Obaerred  In  our  renpecllve  congreeaHons  on  Tbnrnilsy,  the  slileenth  da;  of  June 
•l^roachlQg,  to  humble  aareelvet  upon  the  same  before  the  tremendont  mtjest;  of 
OoA,  and  with  heart;  confetsloa  of  our  tins  and  guilt,  to  pour  oat  our  aoult  tiefore 
Um  Uoat  High  Ood,  with  ardent  and  persevering  pra;en  and  auppllcallons  that  It 
■lay  [ileaae  him.  In  tbe  riches  of  his  grace,  to  wash  awa;  tbe  tint  of  the  land  and 
tbe  church,  b;  the  blood  of  the  great  Mediator  of  the  Covenaut,  Jesus  Christ,  to 
Mnetlf;  and  remove  bla  judgments,  to  pour  out  bit  Spirit  tor  the  fmctl(;lDg  of 
the  word  and  the  conTertlon  of  man;  slnnera,  and  deliver  bis  beloved  Chnrcb  from 
fear  need,  and  grant  to  her  manj  paatora  and  teachera  after  his  own  heart,  who 
•ball  feed  the  Dock  of  Ood  with  knowledge  nnd  understanding,  and  thus  ralae  the 
Cknrch  from  her  deep  decline  to  a  dealrsble  and  bleited  ttate  of  spiritual  beaut; 
■ad  frnltfnlneaa.  In  order  that  sbe  m>;  again  be  enabled  to  praise  hla  bol;  nnmei 
tkat  b*  show  blmaelt  a  Ood  wbo,  npon  the  united  pra;ert  of  hla  tervants  and 
(Uldmi,  doea  gtrad  to  Zion,  and  hullda  the  fallen  walla  of  the  tplritnal  l«ru»N«Ta.. 
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Acts  op  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

1786,  July  18th.  Art.  11.  Letters  have  been  received  from 
New  York  containing  news  of  the  churches  (kerkstdaat),  and 
expressing  the  desire  to  continue  in  correspondence  with  the  Clas- 
sis of  Amsterdam,     xv.  332. 

Synodalia.  Art.  40  ad  49.  Inseratur  the  information  from 
our  Committee  ad  res  Exteras  concerning  New  York  and  New 
Jersey,     xv.  341. 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  Held  at  Hoorn,  July  26-Auq.  4, 

1785. 

Article  50. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Their  Hon.  IflghtloMses,  the  corretpoodlog  delegates,  the  Depntleo,  and  tkt 
Clauie,  rejoice  with  thankigiving  over  the  report  which  the  Classia  of  Amiterdtn 
hai  brought  in  regarding  those  chorches,  and  which  is  of  the  following  Import : 

The  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  has  receired  from  New  York  a  letter,  signed. 
Oct.  8,  1784,  by  John  H.  Livingston,  minister  at  New  York,  and  Deputy  of  the  Synod, 
together  with  the  Acts  of  the  Convention  held  there  in  Oct.  178S,  May  1784  tad 
Oct.  1784.  A  list  is  given  of  the  organised  churches,  as  also  of  the  ministers,  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  that  Rev.  Assembly.  From  this  Register  it  appears  that  there 
are  nearly  one  hundred  organised  churches,  fifty-three  of  which  are  provided  with 
the  ministry  of  the  Holy  Gospel.  Many  of  the  vacant  churches  are  large,  in  nnm- 
bers,  and  in  good  circumstanceB.  and  in  all  there  is  manifest  a  yearning  desire  for 
the  Word  of  the  Livinp:  God.  From  age  and  other  causes,  several  of  the  minitters 
will  probably  not  be  able  to  engage  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  much  longer.  Becsnae 
of  the  recent  sad  war,  the  numl)er  of  accessions  (of  ministers)  is  very  small,  snd 
consequently  the  lack  of  ministers  has  rather  increased.  There  are  not  more  thin 
two  candidates  to  supply  the  existing  need.  For  the  first  two  years  no  new  sccet- 
slons  of  candidates  for  the  sacred  ministry  are  to  be  expected,  while  those  suffering 
churches  fipd  their  danger  and  distress  daily  becoming  greater,  partly  through  the 
lack  of  prophesylngs,  and  partly  by  the  mighty  influx  of  errors — liberalism  and  all 
sorts  of  irreliglon,  which  are  breaking  forth  everything  in  that  country.  The  nev 
colonizations,  which,  in  the  different  8tates  of  that  country,  are  already  tskinf 
place,  and  are  daily  on  the  increase,  are  offering  the  most  desirable  opportnnltlet 
for  the  ecKtenslon  of  the  Church  and  the  spread  of  tbe  pure  doctrine  of  grace, 
especially  as  a  considerable  num!>er  of  families  and  persons  in  those  movements 
belong  orl}?inally  to  the  Reformed  Church,  and  are  heartily  loyal  to  it:  so  that, 
with  the  blessing  of  God,  the  numl>er  of  churches  might,  possibly,  wltbin  a  short 
time,  be  doubled.  This  would  certainly  be  the  case,  if  there  were  ministers  wh(HB 
the  Assembly  could  employ  among  them  as  missionaries,  and  supply  with  sufBdent 
means  of  support. 

The  Assembly  at  New  York,  having  received  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  dated  July  21,  1783.  and  the  Acts  of  the  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland, 
expresses  its  thanks  therefor,  and  lives  in  the  hope  that,  in  this  time  of  peace,  by 
God's  gracious  blessing,  the  correspondence,  which  has  by  the  long  continned  wsr 
been  for  a  long  time  interrupted,  may  be  resumed  and  continued  wlthont  intornp- 
tlon. 

They  mention,  moreover  that  the  Rev.  John  H.  Livingaton,  Doctor  of  Sacred 
Theology,  and  minister  at  ^ew  Yotk.,  has  by  the  Assembly  been  appointed  Profenor 
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«t  Sacred  Tbeolog?  at  New  Tork,  and  Rct.  Bermanas  Merer,  Htntater  at  Pompttm 
and  Totowa,  li  to  Inatmct  the  (todents  In  tbe  Sacred  LaDKnagea. 

And,  Inaamnch  ai  the  Rev.  AMcmbL;  flndi  It  neceMarr,  for  malntalnlDK  the  tn- 
atmetlon  of  the  youth,  that  certain  fnnds  will  bare  to  be  provided,  berond  what 
little  there  la  on  band,  either  at  home  or  abroad:  and  slnra  It  coald  not  well 
undertake  to  attend  to  that  matter  at  thla  meeting,  tbe  conelderallon  of  tbe  matter 
ma  postponed  to  another  Meeting.  But  there  la  reason  to  taope  that  tbe  Fatherland 
Blaa  win  offer  a  helping  band  In  thle,  and  hie  Eicetlency.  the  United  Btatea  Am- 
baaaador  from  Holland,  hae  eipreeaed  himself  not  nnfavorablT  eancernlng  It.  the 
Rev.  Aaaemblj  baa  agreed  to  aek  tbe  Rev.  Hr.  Livingston,  on  aome  suitable  occasion, 
to  eommitnleate  to  hla  Eicellencj  tbe  atate  of  the  charches  and  the  acbools;  If, 
perchance,  this  might  open  a  door  for  obtaining  from  tbe  Fatherland  a  support, 
for  the  more  efficient  prosecution  of  the  work  nndertaken  for  tbe  building  ap  the 
ehnrchea  and  tbe  acboola  there. 

Synod  of  Rbporued  Dutch  Church  in  New  York  and  New 

Jersey,  Oct,  4-7,  1785. 

Extracts. 

Phofessobship. 
The  committee  relative  to  tbe  Semlnarj  at  Scbenectad;  are  continued. 


ter,  10  far  as  It  bai  reference  to  Queens  College,  la  left  In  tbe  eta 
In  Artlfle  Till,  of  the  laat  8;nodi  but  aa  tegarda  the  remainder  i 
I,   relative  to  collections  abroad,  tbla  Rev.  Body  conclude  to  make,  i 

determination. 


Fundamental  Articles. 

Tbe  Rev.  Partlcalar  Bodlea  bave.  In  accordance  with  the  ordinance  of  tbe 
Oeoeral  Body  of  ihe  Bth  October,  1TS4.  ananlmoualf  adopted  the  name  of  Claasla, 
tor  reaaons  mentioned  and  under  accompanrlng  restrictions,  and  tnlly  approved 
of  that  of  8;nod  aa  given  to  Ibe  General  Body. 


Ecclesiastical  Incorporation. 

since  It  baa  become  further  apparent  to  tbe  Bev.  Bod;  that  there  are  highly 
objectionable  featnrea  In  the  Act  of  Ecclealastlcnl  Incorporation,  pasacd  by  the 
Lcgtalature  of  the  State  of  Kew  York,  the  Rev.  Body  determine  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee both  for  tbe  congregations  In  tbe  Slate  of  N'ew  York  and  thoae  In  New 
Jeraer,  to  aoildt  of  the  Supreme  Uagtstrates  of  tbe  reapectlve  fitatea  the  tight 
and  privilege,  by  means  of  an  Act,  or  change  of  Act  or  Acta  already  passed,  to 
Incorporate  tbe  B  celesta  a  tlcal  Societies  of  the  same  according  to  tbe  State  and 
Constitution  of  tbe  Reformed  Dutch  Churches,  and  agreeably  to  the  manner  and 
mode  in  which  some  of  tbe  same,  as  thoae  of  New  York  and  Albany,  Hackenaack, 
New  UlUatone  and  otbera.  bave  already  been  long  actually  Incorporated.  As  tbe 
committee  are  appointed.  Dr.  Ellatdua  Weaterlo.  Doct  and  Prof.  J.  H.  Livingston, 
Dr.  la.  Blanvelt,  Dr.  D.  Romeyn,  and  Dr.  J.  R.  Hardenbergh,  toi  the  Slate  of 
New  York;  Dra.  Hermanua  Meyer,  Solomon  Frollcb  and  BImon  Van  Arsdalen  tor 
New  Jersey.  Tbe  Rev.  Committee  are  directed  to  avail  themselvea  of  all  anch 
meaiu  tor  obtalnlni  the  end  aa  tbcj  aball  Judge  aerrlceable  tbeteto. 
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Fr.vtkkxal  Correspondence- 

The  conimlHiiloiipm  report  that  they  met  the  committee  of  the  other  two  men- 
tloned  Syuods.  and.  with  them,  formed  certalo  rules  for  the  maintenance  of  matval 
correspondon<*e:  but.  idnce  the  mlnates  of  said  meeting  are  not  jet  dmwn,  they 
cannot  miik«*  a  particular  report.  The  commission  Is  continued  nntll  the  next 
Synod,  and  a  copy  of  their  Minutes,  as  well  as  of  those  of  the  Synod,  shall  be 
furnished  to  the  respect  Ire  Classes  as  soon  as  possible,  at  the  expense  of  Synod. 

Enolisii  Psalms. 

The  Rev.  Roily  juil?**.  that  since  in  many  of  our  coni^refrations  DlTlne  serrfee 
must  be  performed  lu  the  Kntrilsh  Inn^ruace,  it  will  be  necessary  hereafter  to 
make  lome  reKulatious  upon  thin  subject,  but  defer  the  same  for  the  presenL 

Eev.  John  Kitzema,  Minister  Emeritus  of  Xew  York,  to  thjb 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Dec.  10,  1785.     Vol.  34,  Pages  112- 
120.     Referred  to,  Vol.  2.%,  P.  36. 

Addressed : 

To  the  Very  Rev.,  Very  Learned  Gentlemen,  the  Deputati  ad  res  exteras.  tf 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Very  Rev.  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren: — 

I  received  by  what  has  always  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  wonderful  and  adorable 
providence  of  God.  my  portion  in  the  ministry  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  Netherlaad 
Church.  Many  of  your  Rev8.  are  also  not  ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  I  genersllx 
had  no  small  part  In  the  difficulties  which  occurred  in  the  church,  thinking,  u  I 
did,  that.  If  our  churches  were  to  continue  to  exist  under  another  (Civil)  Goven- 
ment,  it  would  he  n«'eessary,  on  the  one  hand,  to  preserve  the  Privileges  granted 
to  us.  an«l  on  the  other,  to  ndht^re  inviolnlily  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
For,  without  those  tlilnjjs,  the  purity  of  our  Doetrine,  according  to  the  Synod  of 
Dordrecht,  rould   not   lie  preserved,  nor  could  goo<l  order  be  maintained. 

Our  chunh  in  the  Provlruv  of  New  Y4)rk,  was,  according  to  the  Peace  of  Bredi, 
(1067)  as  I  uiiderRtnnd  it,  not  a  merely  tolerated,  but  an  Established  (Thureh.  It 
obtained  before,  and,  especinlly  during,  my  time.  Privileges  which  were  refuted 
to  others.  This  made  **  Dissenters  "  envy  us.  This  was  particularly  the  case  wltli 
the  rreHbyterians.  Althou;:h  this  could  not  be  said  of  all,  yet  the  best  of  thete 
Presbyterians  were  one  with  us  in  the  F*undamental  Etoctrinea.  These  were  alio 
always  seeklni;  T'nlon  with  us  In  order  thus  to  secure  our  churches  with  their 
properties.  The  prowth  of  the  F^ngllsh  language  and  the  decrease  of  the  Dutch  hi 
many  places  contributed  not  a  little  toward  such  ends.  And  now  I  find  that 
what  was  feared  in  eonneetion  with  civil  independence,  will  be  sure  to  come 
about  in  the  Church,  ntul  that  the  purity  of  Doctrine  will  also  come  to  an  end. 

As  for  me,  I  was  compelled  to  ask  for  my  release  (form  active  duties)  and  I  am 
now  living  at  the  good  old  age  of  seventy-seven  in  peace,  in  the  country.  I  cm. 
therefore,  quietly  commend  to  God  the  cause  of  His  Church,  as  I  dally  do  in  my 
prayers.  Rut,  since  the  departure  of  the  British  troops  from  New  York,  and  the 
taking  possession  of  the  <'lty  by  our  troops,  so  many  things  have  been  changed  hi 
church  arralrs.  In  n^speet  of  mysHf  as  well  as  of  some  of  the  brethren,  that  I 
find  myself  In  cons<Iene«»  bound  before  God  to  give  your  Revs,  some  Information 
with  regard  to  these  tilings. 

To  begin  with  myself.  With  the  consent  of  my  Consistory,  in  April  1776^  when 
New  York  was  l>eslegrd.  I  took  flight  with  my  family  to  the  country,  at  flrrt 
thirty  miles  distant.  Ilowrver.  after  a  two  years*  stay,  there,  I  was  surroiinded 
by  the  (hostile)  army  again.  In  my  place  of  refuge,  so  that  I  narrowlj,  and  with 
much  loss,  escaped  up  the  River,  to  Kinderhook,  a  place  about  146  miles  ttom 
New  York,  whore  the  m\u\ftHit  VPt^eximo^v^  Yi^a  Ated  the  year  pre^loas. 
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Finally,  liter  ludependpnce  from  Great  Britain  bad  been  secnred,  I  Intenaed  to 
retarn.  wlcb  mine,  to  New  Sork.  Fortunntelr,  not  far  from  wher?  I  Ured  (hpre 
wiB  a  part  of  my  old  fuKltlve  chocch.  Among  them  were  two  counaclors.  ttiren 
deacooa.  etc,  I  thought  hrHC  to  Tialt  In  October,  tor  tbe  purpoae  ot  conalderlns 
what  conrae'T  would  better  )nke  by  Diroember,  when  tbe  rity  was  to  be  hut- 
rendered.  I  aearcely  dare  make  mentloa  of  Ibat  meeting,  beeause  It  ended  la  my 
being,  with  poalllve  Tlolvnce.  turned  out  of  my  lawful  oburcb.  and  In  the'deprlvn- 
tion  10  the  church   of  Iti  old   Dilclater.   who  was  aiUI   dolrcd   with  tcara  by  bun- 

formerly  one  of  my  deacons,  to  whom  I  cerealed  the  object  of  my  Journey.  He 
told  me  confldenllally,  that  o  plot  waa  laid  agalaiil  me  to  keep  me  forever  out  ot 
ray  cbnreh,  aud  to  glre  me  some  Buppnrt.  aaauHlly.  that  I  might  ond  my  daya  Id 
the  country.  That  led  me  to  step  down  from  my  wagon  and  torn  Into  bis  bouae. 
wbere  he  told  me  everything  he  ktiew.  I  then  aet  before  bim  m;  right  and  duty, 
ma  tbe  oldeat  mlnlifter.  according  to  our  Charter  from  King  William:  the  teoor  of 
the  graati  to  the  churcb.  which  I  had  Id  my  poaaeaslon,  and  tbe  reoaonn  why  I 
tboaghl  all  this  to  be  ImiwaalLle,  especially  la  the  persons,  to  whom  I  waa  going. 
were  my  best  trieada.  my  flrst  cutecbumeas,  with  whom  I  never  had  had  a  dla- 
pnte;  yea.  In  regard  to  whom  I  dared  to  boast  that  they  would  uave  had  their 
eyes  plucked  out  rather  than  see  that  any  barm  came  to  me,  etc.  ' 

This,  however,  put  me  on  my  guard.  I  preached  the  day  following,  with  much 
pleaaure  and  Inspiration,  to  a  portion  of  my  old  congregation  whom  t  bad  not 
■een  for  seven  years,  besides  others  of  the  place.  After  the  sermon,  I  was  at 
«nce  Invited  to  dluner  by  one  of  the  counaelors.  This  Invitation  I  accepted,  on 
condition  that  In  the  evening,  at  the  other's  tioiiae,  I  muat,  with  a  view  to  my 
object,  bare  n  conversation  on  the  "  atnte  of  nfTalrs."  This  took  place,  laallng  illl 
late  at  night.  Everything  passed  olf  In  a  friendly  spirit:  and  nny  one.  who  did 
not  know  what  had  been  told  me.  would  bare  said — "  There  la  a  company  of 
people  of  one  mind."  One,  however,  droppcil  n  word  which  I  took  up.  It  was 
•boDt  the  Charter  and  what,  accopdlua  to  Its  oupreas  language,  t  was  expected  to 
do,  with  four  elders  and  tour  deacons.  He  an.iwered  me:  "  Dooilne,  our  Cburter 
la  of  DO  vQlae.  We  ought  to  hare  a  new  one.  now  that  the  legislative  power  rests 
with  UB.  We  can  get  one  Just  as  we  like."  To  tbla  I  replied:  "Sir,  If  we  do 
that,  we  annul  every  Instrument  and  writing  of  ours,  many  of  which  1  myself 
■ealed  with  the  aeal  ot  our  Corporation:  and  you.  Sir,"  said  t  (o  the  other.  "  will 
then  loae  £2000  holding,  as  you  do.  an  obligation  from  the  Church  to  your  Ilonor'i 
father,  tor  the  c<'mpletIon  of  our  Xorth  Church,  with  the  aenl  ot  Ibc  corporation 
upon  It."  Whereupon  nt  once  a  deep  silence  occurred.  In  the  end.  the  result 
was  that  one  xatd:—  "  Neit  wei^k  t  will  go  Co  New  York  and  see  how  matters 
Stand  there  and  bring  report."  This  took  place.  At  [he  anme  time  I  waa  Informed 
that  they  would  take  possession  ot  the  churches,  residences,  etc.;  Ibnt  the  Journey 
wns  too  great  tor  me  In  the  winter:  that  my  costly  hoiiae  was  unlit  to  live  In. 
etc.:  that  It  would  be  made  habitable  again,  and  then,  with  tbe  first  sailboats, 
I  might  come  down  with  my  family. 

What  happened  meanwhile?  On  the  lOlh  ot  February  (1785)  certain  elders  and 
deacons  come  together  and  send  me  Ihia  arbitrary  action: —  "My  service  la  Do 
loDger  needed.  There  are  not  more  than  twenty  or  thirty  people  who  are  any 
longer  In  favor  of  Dutch.  Tbe  welfare  of  the  Church  demands  English  servlcea, 
■nd  It  would  not  be  agreeable  for  me  to  preach  to  so  few.  They  allow  me  half 
of  my  salary  for  life.  I  can  live  on  that  In  tbe  country,  tnit  not  In  the  city.  An 
■ctlon  of  similar  Import  they  wonld  send  to  my  colleague,  de  Ronde." 

Thus  t  and  Rev,  de  Konde  were  deposed  by  Ave  eldera  and  seven  deacons :  tbe 
Charter  In  tbe  matter  of  our  calls  nsa  nulUllcd.  together  witb  all  the  acta  of  the 
Conalatory  reapectlng  us.  At  once  I  was  convinced  In  reference  to  tbe  plot  revealed 
to  me:  and  tbe  meaning  of  the  remark.  "Our  Charter  la  of  no  value."  etc.  I 
reflected  on  (he  matter.  I  searched  the  writings  and  tbe  acta  ot  the  Conalatory. 
wblcb  were  In  my  possession,  took  cooDsel  witb  good  frleods,  considered  time  nud 
dTcnmalancea  and  my  advanced  yeara.  and  concluded  that  It  was  best  to  get  nn 
bonorable  release,  without  entering  Into  a  dlapute  with  them  aa  to  the  Jastlee  of 
the  caao.  seeing  that  I  would  And  tittle  belp  In  the  gate.  I  thea  sent  my  daogbter'a 
bnabuid  to  New  York,  to  treat  with  tbem  on  moderate  terma.  I  n^iiMKxA  \n  \* 
M*de  UtDlMer  Bmerltu%  with  a  release  from  admtnt«ltftUi«  ftnUca  V&  V^ft  Cb-ati^ 
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In  which,  I  knew.  I  conld  not  agree  with  them.  I  expretMd  mj  wUliBgne«  te 
prcAch  (in  Dutch)  to  the  few  who  jet  remained,  as  long  at  I  eonld  he  of  on  te 
them.  Only  I  requested  that  my  house  should  he  glTen  hack  to  me,  and  I  wooM 
have  It  repaired  for  £400.,  so  that  It  would  he  good  enough  for  me;  the  tnterert 
on  which  amount,  I  would  pay  as  long  as  I  lived;  and  that  then  I  wonld  agree  ts 
their  proposition.    The  last  of  those  terms  was  utterly  refused  to  me. 

My  colleaicne,  de  Ronde,  hearing  of  this,  thought  that,  as  I  was  Bmerltna,  he  was 
now  the  oldest  minister,  and  must  oecessarily  come  Into  his  righta,  according  to 
the  Charter.  He,  therefore,  took  another  course  and  demanded  the  payment  of 
arrears  in  salary  for  so  many  years.  Wanting  to  make  snre  of  hia  rights,  he 
preached  once  and  again  to  the  congregation.  The  Consistory  refused  to  give  more 
salary  than  before.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  hire  his  own  house,  which  would  now 
take  at  least  half  his  salary.  The  church  being  unable  and  nnwilllng  to  contribute 
anything  of  account,  he  was  finally  glad  to  come  in  on  my  terms,  etc. 

The  church,  howerer,  was  diHMtifitled  at  our  being  thus  thrust  out.  Many  of 
the  old  Dutch  people  came  back  to  the  city,  demanded  their  rights,  and  wanted 
their  ministers  back.  I  was  particularly  desired  by  many;  and  was  Informed,  from 
time  to  time,  by  others  of  a  report  spread  concerning  me,  to  the  effect  that  through 
age,  1  bad  become  unintelllgibie.  and  that  I  had  mynelf  glTen  ap  the  work,  the 
real  reason  being  kept  concealed.  I  found  myself  obliged  to  come  down,  last  May, 
and  to  show  what,  by  the  grace  of  God,  I  could  do,  and  at  Klnderhook  had  btea 
doing  every  Sunday.  The  result  was  that  I  put  my  enemlea  to  ahame.  I  preached 
to  a  full  church  so  Intelligibly  that  every  one  declared  that  they  had  never  heard 
me  do  better. 

Whereupon  every  one  desired  that  I  should  come  back  to  the  city.  They  would 
provide  a  residence  for  me.  Requests  were  made  by  the  Conslatory.  These  wanted 
me  back  ao  much  that  two  of  the  elders  even  begged  me,  with  tears  In  their  eyci^ 
and  left  me  no  rest  until  1  promlaed  that  I  would  come  back.  They  would  provldt 
a  house  for  me,  and  see  to  it  that  1  had  a  living.  I  did  make  the  promise  on  tbt 
condition  that  1  would,  indeed,  preach,  catechise,  etc.;  but,  as  Minister  Bmerltni* 
1  would  tnkc  no  part  in  the  church-management;  for  I  knew  what  the  Conslstoiy'i 
objcK^t  wntt.  and  that  as  I  would  not  be  able  to  consent  to  that,  I  would  be  In  con- 
stant dltliculty  with  tboni.  If  then,  at  their  request,  the  Consistory  should  call 
me  back,  1  would  be  at  their  service  again,  as  long  as  I  was  able.  I  went  home 
expectinti;  nothing  else  than  that  I  fthould  return  to  the  city  late  in  the  summer. 
But  the  oppressors— permit  me  to  use  the  expreaslon— of  the  Dutch  Church  Inflo- 
eiH'ed  them  to  such  an  extent  that  they  would  not  get  my  house  repaired  for  tbe 
£40o.  tliM  Interent  on  which  I  was  willing  to  pay  as  long  as  I  lived;  whereas  tbej 
have  now  repaired  It  at  a  cost  of  £12lH).,  after  the  similitude  of  a  palace,  for  Dr. 
LivInpMton;  so  that  It  Is  now  derisively  called  "The  Palace  of  the  Dutch  Bishop." 
BeBldes  that,  they  have  promised  him  £500.,  a  year,  whereas  we  never  had  more 
than  £3()0;  and  1  only  £:J(JO,  with  a  fne  residence;  whereas  the  Doctor.  (Liiing- 
Bton),  as  also  his  dtxM-ased  coIleaKue,  Laidlle,  were  called  on  a  pure  Bubecripfon, 
and  without  any  claim  whatever  on  the  property  of  the  Dutch. 

Oh  I  how  happy  I  am  that.  In  my  old  ape,  I  may  live  in  peace  in  the  country, 
and  minister  to  a  small  church  with  satisfaction,  although  I  get  little  more  for 
my  lahor  than  free  residence,  fuel  and  light.  An  attempt  has  now  be<'n  made  to 
pacify  the  ('hur<*h  by  luvltlnjf  to  Its  pastorate  a  minister  from  Holland,  bectoie, 
amid  many  munnurlngs,  the  Dutch  services  had  come  to  a  complete  standstill,  etc 

(.>n  the  same  tnick  have  now  followed  those  of  Liong  Island,  also,  in  their  treat- 
ment of  Kev.  Van  SInderen.  n<>ing  a  c<»untry  man  of  mine.  I  paid  him  a  visit 
once,  and  found  him  outside  of  a  parsonage,  living  with  his  children.  He  quickly 
brought  out  a  letter,  written  to  him  by  hi»  Consistory  in  the  same  style  as  ours; 
"We  need  your  sj-rvh cs  no  hmger,  etc.;  but  will  give  you  £50  annually.**  At  this 
he  burst  out  In  t«:ir«<.  "  Wh;it  wickrdnrss!  what  violence!"  I  cheere*!  him  op  as 
much  as  1  cuuM.  f(»r  he  was  Involved  In  the  same  fate  as  myself.  "How  fortu- 
nate we  are"  I  said,  "that  we  have  been  discharged  with  honor!  Now  there 
remains  for  us  nothing  else  than  to  get  discharged  from  everything  else,  and  to 
make  Arm  our  foundations  upon  Jesus,  and  through  Him  to  await  a  blessed 
Eternity!  Look  at  your  unfortunate  colleague."  I  said,  "whom  they  have  deposed,** 
etc.,  **Uov.  Uubel;  whUe  1  i\o  tioX.  \.«k.^«  \A*  vvc\.  *\.  i\V,  1  hold  that  he  has  be«B 
treated  in  an  unecc\os\usUca\  «iiv(\  \m%cT\\k\\iT%\  Ttv*x«kfcT\\«t*x»»,Vw 'wawsKk^Wch 
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he  cave,  be  lernwd  ta  appear  before  tbeic  AHcmbly,  and  wai,  tberefore  deposed. 
Id  107  time,  too,  ne  have  had  two  or  three  mlierable  eaaee;  bnt  we  Utxired  to 
Teitore  tne  erring  with  meekoeM  of  wladom,  and  put  bardly  aur  one  onder  eeninre. 
Now,  OD  Kime  charge  or  other,  what  the  troth  of  the  matter  l«,  I  leare  Id  Iti  place, 
snminarllr  to  depoie  this  mao,  who.  aa  looi  aa  I  hare  known  him,  waa  alwnra  ■ 
•ober  and  temperate  man.  la  the  Bnt  of  the  minlaten  who  came  here  from  Nether- 
land,  ())  ("de  eerate  van  de  predlkaotan  die  nit  Nederland  la  oreriekomeo " ?)  and 
ia  tUe  *on  ot  •  noble  father,  and  bai  a  brother  who  la  atlll  llTlog.  I  aaj.  it  leems 
to  me  to  Indicate  that  here  they  are  Inclloed  to  bear  with  oo  one,  nnleaa  he  la  an 
American. 

I  add  ret  another  Instance.  The  Aaaembllea  which  are  oow  called  "Sroodi" 
and  "Claaeei"  have  made  Dr.  Llvlogatoo  aod  Dr.  Hejer.  ProfeaBon;  the  former 
to  TheolOK7  and  the  latter.  In  LaoKoagea.  Althoogh  tb#f  have  oelther  an  Academ; 
oor  atodenta,  ther  hare  paased  a  reeolotlon  that  no  one  ahall  be  admitted  for 
examination,  nnleas  he  baa,  for  a  certain  time,  been  onder  the  Inatmetlon.  Brst  of 
Doctor  Ueyer.  and  then  of  Profeaaor  Llvlngatoo.  Last  rear  It  happened  tbnt  a 
eertalo  SSfder,  (Schoeyder) — that,  I  think,  la  the  man'a  name — who  came  here  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  sapported  btmBell  bj  gtrltig  Inatmetlon  to  children,  made  himself 
known  to  the  Mlnlaters.  Kock.  Doll  and  Qebhard,  who  realde  In  m;  ildnltT.  These 
adTlaed  him  to  studj  diligently  the  Syatema  of  BraDmlu  and  Barman.  According 
to  the  account  which  I  received  from  those  gentlemen,  he  made  hlmaelf  at  home  In 
thoee  works.  As  the  Cborch  of  Bcboharle  had  toit  Ita  minister,  and  knew  of  no 
one  who  was  conversant  with  the  German  language,  and.  having  Buffered  much 
during  the  war.  was  onabte  to  lovlle  a  minister  from  Qermany,  this  man  was 
lecommeaded  lo  It,  was  Invited,  and  gave  such  aatlsfactlon  that  the  church  was 
willing  to  call  him,  la  case  he  coold  secore  a  license.  He  went  with  an  elder  to 
New  York,  a  Jonrner  ot  ITO  miles.  On  their  return,  they  slopped  at  my  houBe, 
and  gave  ao  accoont  of  what  bad  occurred.  They  said  to  me  that  bis  reqnrsl  for 
llceose  had  been  refused  blm:  that  he  had  addressed  the  Assembly  In  Latin,  offer- 
ing himself  tor  examination  la  Lattn  or  Qerman.  He  told  rae  that  no  one  had 
answered  him;  the  Profesaor  was  not  present,  and  he  thought  that  no  one  of  the 
UlDstrlouB  Assembly  knew  Latin.  So  be  might  aa  well  go  oo  and  edify  the 
Chnrch  as  well  as  be  conld.  Now  I  hear  that  he  la  again  refused,  and  has  gone  to 
Philadelphia  to  be  ordalaed  there. 

Now,  Very  Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren,  I  mnil  take  notice  of  yet  another  thlD|r-~ 
•ometbtag  of  which  a  gentleman  Informed  me  a  week  or  two  ago.  II  was  this; 
that  lo  Ibe  month  ot  May,  at  New  York,  he  had  read  a  letter  from  tbe  Depntatl  ad 
(es  eitens  to  Doctor  Livingston,  In  which,  among  other  things,  a  complaint  was 
made,  and  a  wish  uf  the  CIsbsIs  was  expressed.  The  complaint  was  made  of  the 
withdrawal  from  the  Clasals:  and  the  wish  was  that  the  Classls  might  be  kept 
Informed  of  the  state  of  the  church,  here,  etc,  that  he,  accordingly,  went  to  the 
Doctor,  who  is  from  Amsterdam,  ond  proposed  to  bim.  that,  as  a  matter  of  necea- 
alty,  all  the  ministers  should  convene  together,  to  conglder  the  condition  of  the 
9bDtch,  aa  II  had  aoffered  moch  by  the  war,  and  to  ask  for  assistance;  and  that  he 
received  for  an  answer,  that  he  was  iiulte  competent  lo  do  that  alone,  as  he  had 
anOclent  InHnence  In  Holland.  What  was  done  I  do  not  know;  nor  do  I  expect  lo 
make  Inquiry  coneeming  It,  becaoae,  receiving  no  hearing  when  I  was  working  to 
irieaae  (the  ClasslB)  I  shall  certainly  not  he  listened  to  now. 

I  experienced  n  new  proof  thereof  when  I  was  In  New  Tork.  aod  his  Excellency, 
the  Ambassador  Van  Berkel.  In  conversation,  aald  to  me  that  I  had  been  treacber- 
ooBly  and  shamsfolly  treated— a  man  who  had  served  so  loog  with  honor,  and  wbo 
waa  still  so  strong  and  spry.  "Domlne.  you  have  missed  It,  yon  ought,  willing  or 
not,  to  have  come  lo  and  maintained  your  rights,  and  those  of  the  Dutch  Church- 
Then  everything  would  have  been  well.  I  wotild  have  helped  yoo.  etc."  Begging 
leave,  I  asked  hia  Excellency  In  reply,  whether  he  did  not  know  that,  at  that  time, 
thei«  was  oo  place  for  me  to  lay  mjr  head.  My  house  had  been  ruined  by  the 
enemy.  My  cbnreh.  aware  that,  early  In  tbe  spring,  1  woald  come  down,  set  Ihe 
earpenten  to  work,  to  lit  up  a  coaple  of  rooms  by  that  time.  But  the  Conslntory 
ordatwd  the  work  to  be  stopped.  They  did  not  want  to  have  the  house  repaired. 
Tonr  Kicelleacy  was  Dot  there:  and  do  you  not  see  how  my  colleaca*.  &«  %.«A«. 
landT  1  knew  with  whom  I  bad  to  deal.  When  It  became  Imo-wu  tti**-  \  ^** 
talked  wffA  bit  Bieellency,  some  aaked  me  what  It  was  be  ttAft  nw-    "V  «.'a«^«i:«& 
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little,  bot  thcj  objected  at  once  that  '*he  had  no  business  to  concern  himself  about 
onr  Chnrcb.  If  be  wants  a  minister,  then  the  States  of  Holland  should  send  him 
one.  Tbej  knew  what  they  had  to  do.*'  etc.  I  might  point  ont  other  insunces  of 
oride  in  the  Doctor.  He.  arrajed  In  his  fine  toga,  daily  parades  the  streets.  t«d 
ascends  the  pulpit;  neglects  to  catechise,  and  instruct  the  youth,  saying  he  has  no 
time  for  that.  The  pretension  is  made  that  they  are  members  of  the  Netberiand 
Reformed  Church;  but  the  foundations  upon  which  that  church  stands,  and  which 
distinguishes  it  from  others— little  care  is  taken  of  them.  What  a  Laodicean 
condition! 

I  live  here  at  a  place  five  miles  from  the  North  River,  twenty  miles  from  Albany, 
and  fourteen  miles  from  Clavarack.     No  public  worship  is  condocted  hers  except 
by  myself.     I  have  live<l  here  as  an  exile  for  nearly  eight  years.     Too  little  I  have 
concerned  myself  about   the  condition  of  the  Church;  for,   from   time   to  time.  I 
expected  to  return  to  my  own.     I  was  not  wholly  Idle,  however.     I  preached  ones 
every  Sunday,  when  tlu>  w<>ather,  in  Home  degriH\  permitted,  and  catechised  usoally 
In  the  afternoon.     The  great  slackness,  however,  especially  as  regards  the  latter 
work,  as  alito  the  lark  of  books  for  instruction,  the  Compendium  being  tbe  only  obs 
I  had,  sometimes  discouraged  me.     I  cannot  And  male  members  enough  to  chaagt 
the  Consistory,  which  I  have  tmly  done  twice  In  all  this  time.     I  asked  my  Conils* 
tory.   becttUKe  I   expei'fed   to  go  away,   to  go   through  the  entire  district  of  this 
locality  to  secure  a  subscription  for  a  young  minister.    They  came  back  and  cosld 
not  make  out  £(M).  and  that  only  in  promises;  while  a  minister  who  has  ever  m 
small  a  family  neeils  £24K).  if  he  is  to  live  with  any  respectability.     Wherenpoa 
I  felt  myself  in  couHcience  bound  before  Cod.  seeing  that,  while  I  get  no  compea- 
sation  for  my  work,  I  re(>clve  enough  fn*m  New  York  to  live  on,  to  contlnne  htn 
as  long  as  I  can  be  of  any  use.     I  think  that  in  the  region  between  Claverack  and 
Albany  there  uiuHt   be  In   the  neIgh1>orhood  of  1000  families,  purely  Dutch— that 
being  tbe  language   usually   spoken   in   them.     Their  religion,   for  the   most  part, 
consists   solely    in   pn>senting   their  children    for  baptism    In    the   Dutch   Church. 
I  think  I  have  bnptize<l  800  here.     Four  ministers  would  have  work,  if  they  coaM 
only  tlnd  their  living.     I  have  undertaken,  with  an  elder,  to  go  round  in  one  part 
of  the  congregation  fur  a  couple  of  days,  and  hope,  when  the  snow  falls,  to  doM 
in  other  parts  with  a  sleigh;  In  order  to  let  the  people  know,  at  their  houses,  tbe 
way  of  salvuilon.  which  they  cither  cannot  or  will  not  hear  about  in  publlr.    For 
their  »<ou1h.    I    co!i«»Mit   now   arc   laid   to   my   charge.     (>hl   that   I   might  yet  caow 
some  to  awake  out   of  the   snarrs  of  Satan.     Then   the   Lord   would  show  me  for 
what   purpose  I  am  staying  Xwn.*. 

1  thhik  now,  very  Hcv.  Sirs,  that  I  have  said  enough  to  those  who  undeistand. 
Mu<-li  as  I  liavt'  jloslrc*!  to  continue  among  my  own  to  the  enii,  the  Lord  has  «et  me 
to  rest  In  thN  way.  Kven  If  they  were  now  willing  to  restore  me  to  my  former 
state.  I  tlnd  that  my  sh.tuldor  is  too  weak  to  bear  that  burden.  I  am  waiting  for 
the  re  want  of  ;;nice.  with  the  forirlvencKs  of  all  my  many  weaknesses. 

Although  I  am  not  conscious  of  having  written  one  word  that  is  beside  the  trntk. 
I,  nevertheless,  ho[>e  that  no  <H»casion  will  be  given  me  for  defending  it.  I  do  not 
know  but  that  a  deposition  ndght  result. 

Thus  1  clo.s4^  this  letter,  wishing  for  Jehovoh's  blessing  upon  your  Revs,  persons 
and  weighty  ministries.  May  He  who  dwelt  in  the  Burning  Bush  be  with  the 
(.'hurch  of  Netherland  and  shed  His  light  and  grace  upon  your  Ecclesiastical  Assem* 
blh's!  And.  althoujih  I  do  not  expect  that  your  long  continued  efforts  here  will 
bear  much  fruit,  my  desire  Is,  nevertheless,  that  your  Very  Revs,  may  persevere  la 
contributing  your  share. 

I  am,  vory  Kcv.  Sirs.  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  rhrist. 
Your  Kevs.  obedient  ser\*ant  in  the  Lord, 

Joannes  Ritsema,  Minister  Emeritus  of  New  York, 

residing  at  Kinderhook  in  North  America. 
KInderhook.  Dec.  10.  178r>. 

P.  S.  While  1  have  no  personal  object,  I  shall  be  exceedingly  pleased  to  be 
favore<l  witli  an  answer.  I  know  that  the  Judge  stands  at  the  door,  and  says  T' 
me,   "Be  thou  faithful  unto  death!'* 
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The  Classis  op  Amstehdau. 
1786,  Jan,  lOth.     A  letter  to  New  York  waa  read  and  approved, 
and  will  be  sent  with  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  1785  and  1786. 
XT.  353. 

The  CI&Bii*  of  Amaterdam  to  tlie  B«t.  Ecclealutlcal  A-Membly  of  New  Xatk  aod 
.New  Jtntj,   Jan.   10,   ITSe.     Vol.   82,  pagB  Bl.     No.   S4. 
Tut  Bct.  SIrg  and  Much  Reaitected  Brethren : — 

la  doe  time  we  received  70ur  Reva.  eateemed  letter  ol  Oct.  8,  1784,  tOBetber  with 
the  Acta  of  7oar  Reva.  Aaaembllea.  held  at  New  York,  October,  1783,  Ifaj,  1784, 
and  Octobpr,   1TS4.  for  the  tranamlBaloii  of  which  we  thank  jon. 

We  gladly  Icarnpd,  that  amoDg  the  privileges  which  jonr  Keva.  are  now  per- 
mitted to  enjoy,  tbla  waa  ooe  ot  them : — that,  aa  It  had  pleased  Ood  to  cauae  the 
War  In  /our  land,  with  nil  Ita  terrible  conaeiiueDces  to  ceaw,  and  to  reatore  to  joo 
a  dellgbtful  peace,  jonr  Rcts.  wer«  Klio  permitteil  to  come  tocetber  In  pe«c«  and 
biot&erl;  lave.  May  the  Ood  Ot  peace  srant  joat  Rera.  the  perpttaal  enjormeat 
of  thla  privilege. 

It  touched  ua  to  learn  that  the  number  of  nlnlaten  In  the  chnrchea  within  the 
jnrladlctloQ  of  yoar  Reva.  Aaaemblj  la  amall,  and  that  It  It  to  b«  feared  that 
matter*  will  grow  ■till  wane;  (tnd  that  the  anpplr  ia  (ar  abort  of  Mtlsfjlng  tbe 
demand.  With  ;oa,  and  also  tor  ;ou,  we  pra;  that  tbe  Lord  of  tbe  harveat  wonld 
■end  forth  laborera  Into  Hie  harvest.  It  would  give  na  Jor.  If  capable  and  pious 
candidates  or  ministers  ahowed  a  disposition  to  till  up  the  ranks  of  the  mlnlstrr  In 
that  Tountrj. 

It  grievea  ui  that  TOur  Hera,  bave  reason  to  complain  because  of  the  migbtr 
flood  of  errors,  tbe  free-thinking,  with  all  the  different  kinds  of  lrrell|clon  whicb 
are  breaking  forth  everywhere  In  your  country.  Msy  God  grant  your  Bevs.  a 
donble  mesaure  of  seal  and  falthfulneaa,  to  watch  against  sach  things ;  and  by  His 
Bplrit,  may  He  make  yonr  Heva.  eRorta  ancceaaful  for  the  removal  ot  all  deatinctlve 
errnra.  In  order  that  truth  i 
ehnrchea,  by  an  aiemplary  i 

Your  RevB.  Inform  ua  also  that  very  Rev,  Geallemen.  John  H.  LlvlDgBton,  has.  by 
tbe  Rev.  Asoembly,  been  appointed  ProfeBSor  of  Theology  at  New  York,  and  that 
Bev.  HermsnuB  Meyer,  Minister  at  Pompton  and  Totowa,  ha*  been  choaen  to  In- 
Btmct  the  Btadenta  In  tbe  Sacred  Lintniagea.  Our  hearts'  desire  Is  that  the  All- 
■nfllclent  Jehovah  may  Inereaalngly  fnrnlah  both  men  wllb  all  needed  gifts  and 
graces  for  those  eminent  and  weighty  poBlllous,  and  make  them  bleased  Inetm- 
mcDta  for  Inslmetlng  young  Naiarltes,  who  aball  In  ibe  coarse  of  time  render 
trnly  usefat  service  to  the  Chnrcb  of  God. 

W»  take  this  occasion  to  send  your  Revs,  the  Acts  of  the  very  Rev.  Synod  of 
North   Holland,   held  In   tbe  j^ar   1T84,  at  AmBterdam  and  lo  the  year  17S9,  at 

Kurtber,  Brethren,  let  ns  take  heed  to  ourselves  and  to  the  flock  of  whIcb  tb« 
Boly  Bplrit  haB  made  as  overseers.  Let  ns  watch  and  pray,  waiting  tor  the  com- 
ing of  onr  Lord,  to  whom  we  shall  bave  to  render  an  account  of  tbe  work  which  baa 
been  committed  to  ns.  In  order  that  we  may  bave  boldness  and  be  not  ashamed  at 
His  coming.  May  the  glorified  King  of  HIb  Church  be  ever  graciously  near  your 
Reva.  May  He  bless  your  Revs.  In  the  weighty  work  ot  the  Sacred  Ministry.  Re- 
member us  In  your  prayers,  and  believe  that.  In  true  brotbsrly  love,  and  with  all 
respect,  we  call  ourselves. 

Very  Rev,  Sirs  and  Hnch  Beloved  Brethren, 

Your  Revs,  Obedient  and  well-wlabtng  Brethren, 
In  tbe  name  of  all. 

At  Onr  Claastcal  Assembly,  Amsterdam,  Jan.  10,  1186. 

0  New  York  with  tbe  ihtp  ea\\e&  "  "ni*  ¥W>«&«M»V\*.. 
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« 
Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  Livingston  to  Rev.  Dr.  Theodo&ic  Rombtn 

March  1786. 
Consistorial  Trusteeship  in  Dutch  Churches. 

**  The  builneM  of  oor  incorporations  I  fonnd  was  not  properlj  anderstood  bj 
•Dins,  and  Teiy  warmly  opposed  by  others.    The  Ideas  adopted  by  the  authors  of  the 
Incorporation  act,  were  to  keep  the  temporalities  of  all  chordies  perfectly  distinct 
from  spiritnals.     For  this  reason,  without  adverting  to  the  customs  or  discipline  of 
any  religions  denomination,  the  body  corporate  in  one  and  aU  of  them  was  to  be 
formed  in  a  new  mode,  and  this  mode  be  adopted  by  erery  congregation.     In  this 
plan  there  are  many  of  onr  great  folks  so  established  that  I  despaired  of  any  optt- 
ing  for  redress  in  onr  case.     I  applied,  howeyer,  constantly  to  some  leading  meoi- 
bers  in  both  houses,  and  at  last  obtained  their  consent  to  a  bill,  whldi  I  now  IneloM 
to  Dr.  Westerlo,  who  is  requested  to  send  it  forward  to  you.     But,  eren  as  to  this 
bill,  it  is  suggested  to  me  that  it  will  be  insisted  upon,  and  probably  a  clause  tot 
that  purpose  added  to  the  bill,  that  our  elders  and  deacons  shall  be  chosen  at  largt 
by  the  people,  and  not  by  the  consistories,  as  at  present,  being,  as  they  say,  moif 
republican.     Should  this  last  be  urged,  I  would  rather  drop  the  whole  appllcatioD,  u 
that  remedy  would  be  worse  than  the  present  disease,  and  would  Infallibly  brlsf 
confusion  into  our  churches.    The  truth  is,  I  do  not  feel  anxioos  to  bring  tht 
business  forward  this  session.     Howerer,  I  hsTe  drawn  a  memorial,  and  sat  It 
with  this  conyeyance  to  brother  Westerlo,  for  him  anSi  yoo  to  sign ;  and  If  yM 
both  Judge  it  is  best  still  to  push  the  matter,  I  will  do  as  you  shall  direct" 

**  That  the  minister  or  ministers,  and  elders  and  deacons,  and  if,  during  any  ttm% 
there  be  no  minister,  then  the  elders  and  deacons,  during  such  time,  of  erery  Bt> 
formed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  or  congregation,  now  or  hereafter  to  iM  established 
in  this  State,  and  elected  according  to  the  rulee  and  ueagee  of  eueh  ekmrcKet  •KMs 
thU  State,  ehall  he  the  tmelcee  for  every  $uoh  ohmreh  or  oonffregmHmt," 

[Such  act  was  passed,  March  7,  1788.] 


The  Synod  of  Xew  York  and  New  Jersey,  Per  Rev.  Hbb- 

MANUS    ]MeYER,    to    THE    ClASSIS    OF    AMSTERDAM,    ApRIL   11, 

1786.    Vou34;  pp.  17;}-r).     Xo.  50. 

Very  Rev.  and  Very  Learned  Sire  and  Much  Esteemed  Brethren: — 

A  long  time  has  elapsed  ■ince  we  were  favored  with  letters  from  the  Very  Bcf. 
Classls  of  Amsterdam,  together  with  the  long  expected  Acts  of  the  yery  Rev.  Synod 
of  North  Ilolland.  Inasmuch  as.  by  the  desired  peace,  navigation  haa  again  btm 
opened  between  us  and  the  esteemed  inhabitants  of  our  Fatherland,  so  that  it  if 
bettor  than  horotoforo.  we  have,  thorofore,  cherished  the  hope  that  oor  cor 
respondence,  which  was  Interrupted  by  the  war.  might  be  revived.  But  alul 
for  ft  lonK  time  now  we  have  awaited  In  vain  for  the  delightful  reports  from 
the  Church  of  the  Fatherland.  This  has  given  us  considerable  anxiety,  thioUBf 
that  possibly  some  of  the  letters  may  have  got  lost  The  last  letter  of  the  very 
Rev.  Clnssis  received  by  us  was  dated  July  21,  1783.  Since  Uiat  time  we  baft 
received  no  communications. 

We  have  the  honor  of  sending  herewith  to  the  very  Rev.  Classls,  and  through  It 
to  the  Very  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland,  the  latest  Acts  of  our  Synod,  wbldi 
was  held  (in  New  York)  at  the  usual  time  last  year  (1785)  in  the  month  of  October. 
Before  that  we  had  held  an  extraordinary  meeting  In  the  month  of  May,  1785.  TlM 
Acts  of  this  meeting  also  we  would  herewith  send  to  your  Revs.,  but.  throofh 
some  accident,  those  documents,  all  ready  for  transmission,  are  not  at  hand,  » 
that  we  cannot  send  them  along  at  present.  As  soon  as  they  come  to  hand,  bov* 
ever,  we  shall  have  Uxotsi  toWo-^eA,  by  the  first  opportunity. 


OF  THB  Statb  or  New  Yose. 


Fraternal  Correspondence  with  Other  Churches, 

Ueuiwblle,  ■■  the  matter  waa  retettta  to  In  the  latest  Brnodlral  Acta,  (Oct.) 
«•  can  Inform  ronr  Ben.  betorehand,  tbat  In  tbat  ntraordlnarj  Bjnod  (of  Hay) 
tha  foandatloD  wai  laid  Jot  a  fraternal  cotreapoDdenee  irltb  the  Scotch  Chnrcb  «a 
well  ai  with  tha  FmbTterlau  Church  In  thia  conntrr.  Thla,  onr  tct;  a«r.  Sjnod 
thonsht  might  be  Baelnl  for  the  promotion  at  the  nuite  general  Intereati  of  Ood'a 
KiDgdom  and  Church  In  theaa  regloDa.  and  for  the  maintenance  ol  a  dealrabla 
turmony  and  peace  among  one  another.  Extreme  care  wai  taken,  bowsveri  tbat 
ODT  chnrch  abonld  avoid  anj  partlealar  (b]n«naere)  Cnlon  with  the  Bretbr^ 
'  mentlODBd,  lo  far  aa  the  different  Bceleilaatlcal  AaaembUea  are  concerned ;  bat  we 
ataall  conttnne  to  atand  on  the  Brmlf  eatablUhad  Conatltatlon   of  th«  Netherland 


Laws  of  Incorporation. 


We  alao.  In  order  to  throw  light  on  the  ISth  Article  of  tha  now  acconpanylns 
Acta,  (of  Get.  1786)  thought  It  not  oat  of  place  to  obaerre  that  oar  Dntcb  Cbateb 
la  not  an  Betabllahed  Chnrch  Id  tbit  conntry.  bat  la  Jnat  Ilka  all  the  othet  Oiarchaa. 
Tor  that  reaaon  It  doea  not  enjoj  any  particular  patronage  from  the  OOTemment 
«S  the  cooDtrj.  Therefore  the  Ber.  Sjnod  has  deemed  It  neceaaar;  to  employ  tha 
proper  mtani  for  aecnrlng  a  law  providing  for  Bccleaiaatlcal  Incorpontlona,  bj 
letter!  of  priTllege  {prlvllegle  brleven-chartera)  from  the  OoTCrnment,  where  no 
■ach  law  (or  Charter)  already  eilita.  Tbli  waa  done  In  order  that  the  ecclealaitleal 
prlTllcgea,  rigbta  and  prop«rtl»s  (voorregten.  regten  en  qneBtcren.)  of  the  Beroral 
congresatlong  may  thereby  be  protected ;  and  tbat  the  reapectlva  Conatatorlea, 
According  lo  tbetr  reepcctlve  ofBcea  (amter)  may  be  enabled,  In  the  capacity  of 
conalatorica,  to  maintain  and  direct  the  Church,  and  church  affatra  and  propertlea, 
nnder  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  the  land.  Aa  also  to  get  the  (general)  law  of 
Chnrch  Incorporitloo,  which  already  eilsta  In  the  State  of  New  Tork.  changed  and 
•mended  In  point*  wherein  It  does  not  accord  with  the  Conatltatlon  ol  our 
ecelealaatlcal  ecoaomj  (huleboudlnge.) 

We  hope  that  the  letter  aent  by  our  bight;  esteemed  brother  Professor  LlTlngaton, 
aa  DepatatUB  Synodl,  together  with  the  Bynodlcal  Acta  of  October,  1T88,  Hay,  1T84 
and  October,    1T84,   may   have  aatel;   gone  over,   and  been   well    received  by   the 

In  certain  respects,  onr  chnrch  Is  at  present  still  In  a  critical  condltloa.  Uany 
chnrchee  are  atlll  lying  exposed,  deprived,  as  they  are,  of  a  regular  preacblug 
■ervlce.  both  from  a  leek  of  N'asarltea.  and  through  havlnft  some  of  the  ministers 
■natched  away  from  them.  In  our  schools,  however,  there  la  now  a  conalderable 
number  of  young  men  who  are  getting  themaelvea  ready  to  atndy  for  the  ministry, 
■Bd  alM  aome  who  are  actually  being  prepared  therefor.  Thla  leada  ua  to  hop* 
that,  with  the  help  and  blessing  of  God,  the  Chnrch  will,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
yeara,  receive  help  and  lllnmtnatlon  through  them. 

As  we  count  It  a  privilege,  as  members  of  one  Body,  to  take  to  heart  In  our 
prayers  before  the  Throne  of  Grace  the  welfan  of  the  Netherland  Chnrch,  ao  It 
will  be  a  matter  of  Joy  to  us.  In  our  still  cramped  drenmstancea.  to  continue  to 
•njoy  the  intercession,  aa  well  aa  the  cooperation  of  onr  esteemed  Blster-Chnrch 
la  the  Netherlanda, 

Hay  the  Lord  bless  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amatn^m  and  Ita  aeveral  membera  and 
neetlDgsI  May  He  be  a  pillar  of  clond  hy  Any  nnd  a  plMnr  nf  Are  by  night  to  the 
AMamblles  of  the  Very  Rev.  Synod,  as  also  to  all  the  dwelling  plaeea  of  Mount 
Clon  In  your  parts,  and  make  the  entire  Church  of  Netberland.  to  which  wa  feel 
■oat  tenderly  attached,  ■  Praise  In  the  wbole  earth  I 

III  the  hope  of  receWIng  beforo  long  good  tidings  from  year  Revs.,  we  have  the 
kMur   of  remaining,    with    due   respect   and   brotherly   lore.   Very    Rev.    Blrs   and 
Brethren,  Your  Very  Reva.  obedient  aervanta  and  brethren.  In  the  nama  of  all, 
Hermanns  Heyer,  V.  D.  U.  d.  p.  t. 

Depatatos  SyaodL 
I.  AprU  11,  1T86. 


1786 
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Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

1786,  July  17th.  Svnodalia.  Art.  50  ad  49.  Information 
from  our  Committee  ad  res  Extents  in  reference  to  New  York, 
was  lacking,     xv.  373. 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  Held  at  At.kmaar,  July  25-Aro.  3, 

1786. 

Akticle  55. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Their  Hon.  Miglitinesses,  the  corresponding  delegates,  the 
Deputies  and  the  Classes  are  awaiting  a  report  from  Amsterdam; 
but  this  Classis  gives  the  information  that  no  report  had  come  in* 

Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  in  New  York  and 

New  Jersey,  October  3-6,  1786. 

Extracts. 
Letter  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

There  was  delivered  at  the  table  of  this  Body,  by  the  Depotatus,  J.  H.  Lirlngitiw, 
a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Claaaia  of  Amaterdam,  of  the  10th  Jannary,  of  thia  year, 
with  the  Acta  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  of  the  years  17S4  and  1785.  The 
Rev.  Body  rejoice  in  the  hiKheat  de{;ree  in  thia  new  token  of  unbroken  union  ani 
edifying  fellowship,  nnd  roturn  thoir  thnnks  to  the  Rev.  ClaBsis  of  Amsterdam  for 
their  continued  fratornal  care  in  transmitting  the  above-mentioned  Synodlcal  Aetn 

PltOFKvSSOKcSHIP. 

Seeing  the  roRt  of  carrying  on  the  study  of  Theology  under  the  Rev.  Professor  to 
the  city  of  Nrw  York  Is  yoarly  considerably  greater  than  It  would  be  In  the 
country,  and  some  students  in  these  our  critical  timea,  on  account  of  the  expenst 
Inevitably  to  bo  InmrnMl  In  the  pursuit  of  the  preparatory  stndtt's,  find  It  difflcult 
to  meet  those  higher  charges :  and,  conse<iuently,  said  atudenta  for  the  most  part 
pursue  their  theological  studies  under  one  and  another  of  the  ministers  of  our 
communion:  t!u'n'f(»r('.  the  Uov.  Hody.  having  taken  the  ftvregoing  into  calm  sad 
mature  consideration,  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  ministers,  however  competent 
otherwise  to  give  theological  instruction,  are  ordinarily  so  engrossed  by  parochial 
cares,  that  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  they  can  give  the  requisite  attention  to 
auch  students  ;  that  every  minister  Is  not  sufflciently  furnished  to  Impart  Instructka 
In  those  high  mysteries :  and  that,  besides,  the  benefit  to  be  expected  from  a 
theological  collogo  in  lost  by  the  students  being  thus  scattered.  For  the  pw- 
ventlon  of  which,  nnd  the  promotion  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  sacred  trnthi, 
so  highly  necessary  in  these  far-reaching  times,  especially  in  this  portion  of  th« 
world,  the  Kcv.  Body  have  unanimously  concluded,  aa  they  do  hereby  conclude, 
that  one  of  our  brcthrou  In  the  country,  who  shall  be  Judged  most  suited  to  it, 
be  nominated  and  appointed  as  Lector  of  most  Holy  Theology,  to  instmct  the 
students  of  Sacred  Divinity,  and  In  the  best  possible  manner  prepare  them  for  tke 
Holy  Ministry ;  ao,  Y\owe\«T,  WitiX.  \\io««  atudents,  for  the  completion  of  th^ 
vtadlea,  shall  be  requVre^i  \o  contotui  \o  \\i«  x^^oiV^Wnk.  tmA<^  \n.  relation  tkeret^ 
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In  the  estubllshment  of  the  Theolo^tcal  Professorate.  This  Rev.  Body  further 
recommend  to  all  such  students,  for  these  reasons.  If  It  be  not  convenient  for 
them  to  pursue  their  Btudies  with  the  Rev.  rrofessor  at  New  York,  at  least  to  do 
ao  with  the  Rev.  Lector,  unless  circumstances  in  particular  cases  should  render  It 
Impracticable,  of  which  the  Classis  to  which  such  students  belong  shall  judge.  In 
the  meantime,  it  is  thought  fit  that  students  who  have  already  commenced  their 
studies  here  or  there  under  the  care  of  other  ministers,  should  be  permitted  to 
porsue  the  same,  and  be  re<]ulrcd,  according  to  their  election,  to  place  themselves 
under  the  care  of  the  Professor  or  Lector  for  further  qualification,  or  for  the 
Investigation  and  approval  of  their  requirements.  In  order  to  be  admitted  to  exami- 
nation upon  their  testimony  and  recommendation.  Whereupon  the  Rev.  Body  pro- 
ceeded to  the  aforesaid  nomination,  and  unanimously  chose  for  that  purpose  the 
learned  Mr.  Hermanns  Meyer,  V.  D.  M.  at  Pompton  and  Totowa,  heretofore  ap- 
pointed Instructor  In  the  Hebrew  language.  In  the  hope  that  that  gentleman  will 
not  decline  this  additional  charge,  considering  that  It  Is  not  yet  in  our  power 
otherwise  to  provide  for  the  proper  pursuit  of  those  studies.  The  Rev.  Body 
further  direct  the  Rev.  Deputatus,  Professor  Livingston,  In  the  name  of  this  Rev. 
Body,  to  announce  the  above  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Meyer,  In  a  respectful 
address  to  the  Rev.  Consistories  of  Pompton  and  Totowa,  and  to  request  of  the 
same  to  lend  the  helping  hand  for  the  promotion  of  the  object  of  this  Rev.  Body, 
and  the  accomplishment  of  It  by  Mr.  Meyer. 


Fraternal  Correspoxdknce. 

The  committee  of  the  Rev.  Body  on  this  subject  placed  upon  the  table  an 
arconnt  of  their  transactions  with  the  committees  of  the  other  Synods,  just 
received,  which  having  been  read  and  maturely  considered,  this  Body  perceive  no 
marked  objection  to  the  provisional  approval  of  them.  Yet  since  it  seems  to  this 
Rev.  Body  to  be  a  matter  of  such  weight  and  important  relation  to  the  future, 
that  the  advice  of  the  respective  Classes  of  our  Church  should  be  taken  on  the 
subject,  before  the  Rev.  Synod  come  to  a  final  determination,  the  Rev.  Deputatl 
Sjnodi  are  hereby  requested  without  fall  to  send  a  copy  of  the  above-mentioned 
proceedings  to  all  the  Classes.  The  Rev.  Gentlemen  composing  the  committee  are 
continued,  with  the  addition  of  Dr.  Henrlcus  Sohoonmaker,  with  his  Elder,  who 
•hall  make  a  full  report  during  the  sessions  of  this  Synod. 


ECCLESLISTICAL  INCORPORATION. 

The  Rev.  Gentlemen  appointed  a  committee  upon  this  subject  reported  for  both 
of  the  States,  that  the  execution  of  their  commission  had,  by  unavoidable  hin- 
drances, been  thus  far  prevented,  but  that  they  had  made  decided  progress;  and 
placed  upon  the  table  a  copy  of  a  certain  petition  to  their  high  Excellencies,  the 
authorities,  together  with  a  correspondent  plan,  both  of  which  were  approved  by 
the  Rev.  Body;  who  also  ordain  that  a  committee  be  appointed  in  the  name  of 
this  Rev.  Body  to  subscribe  said  petition,  and  further,  according  to  opportunity, 
to  advance  the  object  with  the  Legislative  authorities  of  said  States.  As  members 
of  the  committee,  are  appointed  Revs.  J.  H.  Livingston,  E.  Westerlo,  anu  D. 
RomcTn,  with  their  Elders,  for  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Revs.  J.  R.  Harden- 
bergh,  Frolich,  and  Meyer,  with  their  Elders,  for  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

1787,  Jan.  9th.     There  is  also  a  letter  from  New  York,  signed 
by  John  Casparus  Rubels,  dated  at  FlatbnaTi,  Oc\h  Vl , \l%^,^«Sfia.  ^ 


1786 
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1787 

copy  of  a  document  showing  how  his  Beverence  had  been  treated 

by  the  American  Synod,  and  also  what  his  Reverence  has  done. 

In  this  letter  Domine  Rubels  expresses  repentance  for  his  condact| 

and  seeks  to  be  restored  bv  the  Classis,  and  asks  for  some  infoniut- 

tion  from  the  sama     xv.  408. 


The  Classis  of  Amstebdam  to  the  Rev.  Church  Assemblt  of 
New  York  and  New  Jersey,  April  2,  1787.  Vol.  32,  P. 
119,  No.  67. 

Very  Rer.  Sirs  and  much  re8|>ected  Brethren:— 

Your  Rert.  letter  of  April  11,  1786,  beeldee  the  Acts  of  your  Ren.  last  meetlBf 
held  In  October,  1785,  came  dnly  to  hand.  We  thank  yon  very  moeh  for  tbtm, 
and,  according  to  yonr  promise,  we  shall  early  look  for  the  Acts  of  yonr  Ben. 
Bztraordinary  Assembly  held  in  May,  1785. 

We  are  sorry  that  yonr  Revs,  had  not  yet  received  onr  previous  letter  of  Jan.  10; 
1780,  which  was  sent  with  the  ship  **The  Philadelphia'*,  Captain  George  Tower, 
accompanied  by  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  held  at  Amsterdam,  ITM 
and  St  Hoom  1785;  as  also  by  the  report  of  onr  having  received  yonr  Revs.  Acti 
of  October  1783,  May  1784  and  October  1784.  We  have  the  honor  of  forwardlaff 
to  yonr  Revs,  herewith  the  Acts  of  the  last  Synod,  held  at  Bnkhnysen,  1788.  As 
we  are  very  mnch  concerned  for  the  pastorless  condition  of  many  of  yonr  chorebsa 
oar  wish  and  prayer  is  that  the  good  hope  which  yonr  Revs,  cherish  coneemiBg 
several  young  men  at  yonr  Revs,  schools,  may  be  abundantly  realised. 

We  tmly  thank  yonr  Revs,  for  what  was  communicated  to  us  in  regard  to  a 
Union  of  yonr  Revs.  Assembly  with  the  Scotch  Church;  as  well  as  in  regard  to  as 
eccleslERtlcal  Incon^oratlon  by  lotters  of  Privilege,  etc.  because  the  English  Nether- 
land  Church  Is  not  yet  established,  or  enjoying  the  patronage  of  the  govemmeot 
But,  as  we  can  form  no  well-founded  judgment  on  the  one  thing  or  the  other,  wt 
desire  and  expect  that  all  necessary  prudence  and  fSithfulness  will  be  observed  to 
these  welKbty  matters,  so  that  the  real  good  of  the  Lord's  Church  may  be  promoted. 

With  a  prayer  for  the  Lord's  best  blessing  upon  your  Revs.  Assembly,  chnrchet, 
I>ersons.  ministry,  as  also  upon  your  families  and  all  that  is  yours,  with  assurancs 
of  our  affectionate  greeting,  I  have  the  honor  of  calling  myself  with  much  respect. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Much  Beloved  Brethren, 

Your  Very  Revs,  obedient  servant  and  fellow-brother; 
In  the  name  of  all. 
At  our  Classical  Assembly,  at  Amsterdam,  April  2,  1787. 


Amendment  to  the  Charter  of  1754,  of  Kings  Colleob, 
Changing  Its  Name  ;  Making  it  Unsectarian  ;  and  Appoint^ 
INQ  A  Board  of  Trustees.     April  13,  1787. 

Extracts. 

An  Act  to  Institute  an  University  within  this  State,  and  for  other  Purposes  therehi 

mentioned. 

Passei!  April  13th.  1787.  (Sess.  10.  ch.  82.  sec.  8,  9,  10,  11.     QreenleaTs  Sdit  vol  L 
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TNOD  OF  THB  RsFDKUBD  DdTCH  CnnaOHES  IK  NeW  YoRK  AND 

New  Jeesbt,  Mat  1-4,  1787.     Vol.  34,  PP.  307,  Sbq. 
Extracts. 

FoEM  OF  Call. 

SlDM  tbe  Ua*.  Srnod  notlca  tbat  Kime  calli  wblcb  btb  pmeated  at  Chli  tibl«  do 
it  ipeciaoUr  eiprfia  tbe  ■Dbordlnatlon  of  tb*  coDgreiatlani  ealllDS  tb*  mlDliten, 
id  of  tbe  mtDlalen  called,  to  tbe  eatabllahed  Claaalcal  and  Synodic  Bodlea,  wbtcb 
yet.  lot  welKbty  reaaoni.  and  •ai»i>clally  tlw  obwTTance  ol  tulformltir  Id  tbe 
lis.  jndged  hlgbly  oeceRsarr,  tbe  Rgt.  SrDod  decree,  tbat  ■  commlaaon  be 
■pointed  to  trame  a  Ecneral  Form  tor  ctlla,  aod  prewnt  It  to  tb«  aeit  Bynod,  In 
cordRDce  vlth  irblcb,  wbea  approved,  catla  aball  faereafter  be  framed.  Aa  mem- 
TB  of  tbe  commlaaloD  tbe  Rev.  Ueaara.  BlUnlii*  WeeCerlow,  J.  H.  Llrlnfaton,  and 
ermBDDi  Meyer  are  appointed. 

Fkateenal  Cgrhbspgndbncb. 

Tbe  Uepntatl  italc  tbat,  by  iDBUrmonniable  obitaelea.  tbey  hare  been  prerented 
Hn  aecnrlnx  caplea  of  tbe  ptoceedlnge  of  tbe  committee*  ot  tbe  otber  Synodi,  and 
.re  tberelore  been  unable  to  tamlab  them  to  tbe  reepectlve  Clateea;  bot  (bat  tbey 
,11  endeatOT.  It  posalble,  to  effect  tbli  object  betore  tbe  next  Ordinary  Ifeetloi. 


Incorpobatiok  OF  Churches. 


Tbe  Kev.  Synod,  bavlOB  learned  from  tbe  Rev.  Prof.  3.  B.  LiTlntlton,  tbat  there 
.a  already  been  preiented  to  tbe  laprame  antbortty  of  tbe  State  of  New  York  a 
titlon  for  tbe  Incorporation  of  Conalltorlea  a*  Tmiteea  of  tbe  property  of  the 
orcbee.  In  accordance  with  the  Conatltntlon  of  the  Netherlanda  Chnrcb,  bnt  tbat 
•  same  baa  not  yet  been  anawered,  Jndse  tbat,  for  tbe  further  promotlns  and 
"acting  tbe  object  of  aald  petition,  tbere  iball  also  be  recelTed  a  teqneat  from  the 
tpectlve  membera  of  the  Tsrlon*  conBresatloaa.  to  ba  preaenteil  at  the  next  lea- 
M),  In  accordance  with  the  form  on  the  anbject  drawn  and  approved  by  the 
•sent  Synodlcal  Heetlngi  ot  wblcb  a  copy  aball  be  taken  and  praaented  to  the 
•peetlTe  Claaaea.  tbat  tbe  aame  may  be  anbacrlbed  by  all  tbe  congregatloni  In  a 
Itorm  manner,  before  tbe  coming  aeaBion  ot  the  honorable  Aaaembly  ot  the  Btate 
New  ¥ork.  In  locb  way  aa  tbe  reapectlT*  Conalatarlea  ahall  lodge  moat  aollable. 


Classis  of  Austbbbam. 

Tbe  Committee  ad  rea  ezteraa  reported  concerning 


Synod  of  Edam,  July  29-Aug.  7,  1787. 

Article  51, — New  York  and  New  Jekhet, 

Id  regard  to  New  York  and  New  Jeraey  the  Commlaalonen  from  Amaterdam 

1.  Tbat  a  letter  bad  been  recelTed  trom  tbere.  algned.  Pompton,  Oct.  M,  ITM, 
ItUn  by  H.  Hayer,  mlnlater  at  Pompton  and  Depnty  ot  tbe  Byned,  commnnlcat- 
t  at  tba  aame  ttma  the  Acta  ot  the  Chriatlan  Bynod  ot  the  Netharland  S*taTm«i& 
tKhM,  estatmg  In  tba  atataa  of  New  York  and  ll«w  larMj.  ^Ub^  -«wa  ^riA  *^ 


1787 
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New  York.  Oct.  3  and  dajs  following.  1786.     The  Acts  were  signed  by  J.  R.  Hir- 
denberg.  president  and  du  Bois.  scribe. 

2.  There  had  also  come  to  hand  a  letter  from  Rer.  J.  C.  Rnbel  in  the  original;  n 
also  one  from  Her,  Rltsema.  and  some  private  letters  to  the  CUssis  of  Amstcrdsa. 
Of  these  no  special  reports  conld  be  given  as  yet,  since  explanations  on  nsty 
matters  are  expected  later,  and  are  indeed  necessary. 


LrxiiEiLVN  Church,  Albany. 

1787.  August:  The  trustees  of  the  Lutheran  church  recently  erected,  ackaowl- 
edged  the  r(>celpt  of  donations  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  two  pomda, 
one  hundred  and  twenty  shillings  and  two  pence;  more  than  two  handred  and  fsv* 
teen  pounds  of  which  was  obtained  in  Albany  and  its  vicinity.  The  total  cott  U 
the  building  was  six  hundred  and  forty  pounds. 

— Munseirs  Annals.  Vol.  11.  p.  205. 


Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  in  New  York  and 
New  Je3i*sey,  Oct.  2-6,  1787.  Mints.  Classis  of  Aicstebt 
DAM,  Vol.  34,  307,  Etc. 

Extracts. 
Letter  From  the  Re\'erbnd  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

The  Rev.  Deputatl  Synod!  placed  upon  the  table  of  this  Rev.  Body  a  letter  fron 
the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  with  the  AcU  of  the  Synod  of  North  HoUssd 
accompanying  it.  The  letter  having  been  read,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Btv- 
Deputati  Sjnodl  should  draw  up  a  definite  answer,  and  lay  that  answer  upon  tke 
table  of  this  Uev.  Synod  before  Its  close.  The  Deputatl  Synodi  are  hereby  als» 
directed  now  and  honceforth,  at  the  first  opportunity,  to  place  upon  the  table  of 
this  Synod  such  parts  of  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  as  they  rpgird 
as  having  a  bearing  upon  and  advantageous  to  our  ecclesiastical  communion:  not 
to  the  neglect,  however,  of  communicating  in  the  speediest  manner,  according  to 
custom,  said  Acts  to  the  respective  Classes  and  the  memt>ers  of  the  same. 


Professorship. 

This  Article  having  been  read,  it  was  ordained,  that  although  the  respective  con- 
gregations. In  the  judgment  of  this  Synod,  are  not  yet  in  condition  to  furnish  wholly, 
or  In  part,  a  sufficient  salary  for  the  support  of  a  Professor,  yet  this  subject,  agree- 
ably to  the  Plan  of  Union,  should  be  kept  alive,  and  as  soon  as  possible  effected. 


Funds. 

The  Rev.  Body  have  heard  with  satisfaction,  from  the  Rev.  Members  who  are 
cognisant  of  them,  of  the  present  circumstances  of  Queens  College  and  other  acade- 
mies elsewhere  established,  and  cherish  an  ardent  desire  for  their  further  advanee- 
ment,  as  much  and  as  soon  as  possible,  in  accordance  with  former  Synodlcal 
resolutions. 
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Ekglish  Fsaluodt. 

The  H«T.  B01I7,  coDTtoced  of  the  neeeiiltr  for  BDotber  ■□!!  tiettet  Tcnlon  of  tb« 
Paalmi  of  Usfld,  thsn  tti«  coniresatloDi  ■■  rvt  poueu  In  the  Engllah  lanffiiasF, 
which  ll  coDtlaually  Increaalai  in  oar  cbnrchei,  to  be  Died  for  their  bcnefll  In 
pnbllc  wonblp.  (no  congregotlaD,  howa*et,  to  be  obliged  thereto,  where  that  of  the 
New  York  CoailttoTj  li  In  me.)  hare  determined  aa  apeedllT  ■■  posalble  to  form 
•nch  a  new  TenlOcallon  oat  of  other  eollectlona  of  EntUah  Faalms  In  lepote  and 
r«celTed  In  the  Hetonned  ehnrehea.  A>  ■  committee  for  thia  pnntose  are  appointed 
the  HCT.  J.  a.  LlTlngaton,  Ell  Weaterlo,  William  Linn.  Jac.  R.  Hardenberxh.  O. 
BoiDer».  Sol-  ITrollch  and  la.  BlauTclt.  who  an  alno  requested  to  engage  Id  the 
work  with  all  practicable  ipeed.  and  1*7  It  before  this  Synod  for  e 
approraL 


The  Stnod  of  New  YoaK  and  New  JERasT,  Peh  Rev.  E. 
Webterlo,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  5,  1787. 
Vol..  34,  PP.  272-5. 

Verj  Ber.  Sin  and  Hlshlr  Eatetmed  Brethren : — 

We  dal)'  received  joar  Beva.  eateemed  letter  of  April  of  thia  jear.  and  have 
heard  It  read  at  aitr  present  Meeting  with  macta  pleasure,  and  with  deep  gratltnde 
(or  roar  Rcts.  coatlnned  aSeetlon  for  our  now  United  Church  In  thia  conntr;. 
OladlT.  therefore,  woold  we  seize  the  Drat  opportunity,  as  we  hereby  do.  to  declare 
onr  dae  arknowledgement  therefor,  as  alao  for  the  friendly  and  fraternal  trana- 
mlaalon  of  the  accompanylUR  Acu  of  the  Tery  Rev,  Synod  held  at  Enkhnyaen.  1786. 

From  the  mlDules  of  the  Assembly  now  In  leailon,  wblcb  we  have  the  honor  of 
■ending  to  your  Rers.,  toselher  with  those  of  the  extra  session  which  waa  held 
here  In  the  sprlnpt.  (May.  1T87.)  It  will,  to  your  Rctb.  }oy,  as  ve  trust,  appear  that 
Ood  Is  pteaaed  to  ralie  up  more  and  more  of  our  yonnR  men  to  be  Naiarltea,  eonae- 
erated  and  fitted  for  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel  In  the  different  vacant  churches. 
With  regard  to  them  we  cherish  the  hope,  that  each  one  of  them  will,  according  to 
ttakmeaaore  of  the  Olft  of  Christ,  be  nsefnl  and  prolltaMe  to  the  Chnrch  of  Ood. 

Aa  we  notice,  however,  that  the  Minnies  of  some  of  onr  previous  Ecclesiastical 
Meetings  had  not  yet  reached  yon.  we  take  the  liberty  of  glvlnR  your  Rev*,  aome 
■pectal  and  further  Information  concerning  the  two  weighty  matters  which  your 
Revs,  letter  distinctly  refers  to. 


Correspondence  with  Other  Churches. 

First,  concerning  the  correapondence  of  our  Dutch  Synod  with  the  different 
Bynods  of  the  freabyterUDS  and  the  Scotch  Seceded  Brethren.  Tour  Revs,  will 
p>»ar  understand  that,  neltber  we,  nor  our  churches,  have  united  ourselves  Into 
one  Bccleslaatical  Body  with  either  of  the  *bove-meDt toned  churches  or  Synod  of 
thoae  Brethren :  but  bare  rather  kept  ourselves  dlillnct  and  by  onrselves.  and  have 
had  In  mind  solely  the  openlnjt  of  a  fraternal  correspondence ;  In  order  that.  a« 
neighboring  brethren,  we  may  dwell  tORether  In  nnlty,  and.  as  friends ;  take  counsel 
With  one  another  In  lovo :  yea.  (hat  we  m*y  aailst  one  snother  In  preserving  the 
partOed  llospel  Doctrine,  and  In  more  successfully  carrying  oot  the  ecclesUstlcai 
Discipline  In  onr  different,  but  yet  neighboring  chnccbes.  Just  what  progrea*  w* 
have  made  In  thIa  matter,  the  Acts  of  our  Church  Aaaemblles.  when  received,  will 
■nlDcIenCly  show.  In  fact,  this  matter  baa  not  yet  bean  brought  to  completion:  bat 
we  desire  with  all  onr  heart,  that  our  fraternal  negotiations  with  one  another  may 
lone  b*  maintained  In  peaceful  conHdence,  and  be  every  way  bleat  for  the  attaln- 
■aat  of  the  weighty  ends  abova  tnentlonad. 
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Laws  of  Iiicoqx>ration. 

In  regard  to  the  Incorporation  of  our  churches,  In  general,  jonr  Rers.  will  plcttt 
understand,  that  our  respective  authorities.  In  tioth  States,  bare,  since  our  new 
UoTemment  came  In,  made  a  special  law,  proTldlng  that  each  congregation  of  all 
the  dlfferont  denominations  in  these  States— for  no  Church,  In  particular.  Is  as 
established  Church  In  thlM  country— shall  have  the  liberty  to  Incorporate  Itselt  m 
a  certain  fixed  way.  by  the  ele<.'tlon  or  appointment  of  Trustees,  or  Managen  cf 
the  propertlcMi  and  Incomes  of  the  several  congregations  of  the  Cbnrehes,  (Keifc- 
gemeente).  These  must  each  time  be  voted  for  after  the  lapse  of  certain  few  yean, 
and  always  by  every  person  bi^longlng  to  the  congregation,  even  if  not  a  comminJ- 
cant.  They  will  probably  for  the  most  part  be  distinct  from  the  existing  Conili- 
tories.  which  until  now.  have  always  been  the  Trustees  In  our  churches;  and  which, 
in  some  of  our  largcHt  chunhes,  wish  services  either  In  English  or  in  Dutch,  which 
among  us  Is  lo«ik«Ml  uimmi  as  all  the  same,  have  been  confirmed  in  these  their  rights 
by  Charten*  under  the  former  government  of  the  country.  These  Charters  trp, 
Indeed,  under  our  present  good  government,  still  In  full  force,  relative  to  ths 
churches  ther%>l»y  incon>orated.  Hut  our  Synod  was  very  desirous  tliat  all  our  ooa* 
gregatlons  should  be  put  on  the  same  footing  with  reference  to  the  possession  sod 
management  of  chun*h  proiierties;  and  for  that  reason,  as  also  to  prevent  dlssgree- 
ment  between  C<»nMistories  and  Trustees,  as  well  as  between  the  electors  of  tbf 
last  named,  we  have  i>etltionod  the  Ulgh  Authorities,  by  way  of  an  appendix  to 
the  aforementioned  law.  or  by  a  new  Act.  to  give  our  Dutch  churches  the  llbtriy 
and  the  right  to  lncori)orate  themselves,  but  In  such  a  way  that  the  existing  Oos- 
slstorles,  and  their  succesnora  shall,  by  virtue  of  their  election  or  appointment  si 
Consl8torit*s,  be  and  remain  the  Trustees  of  the  church  properties.  And  we  hsvt 
good  ground  for  hope  that  this  reasonable  request  will  be  granted  by  our  Chiistlaa 
Government,  and  be  made  the  law  of  the  land. 

For  the  rest,  we  would  be  very  much  obliged.  If  your  Revs,  very  much  esteemed 
letten  might  hereafter  l>e  addressed  to  this  our  Church  Assembly  under  ths  adopted 
and  here  most  ranilllar  name  of,  **The  Syno<l  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  of 
New  York  and  New  Jemey."  Kaniestly  praying  for  God*s  most  precious  blessing! 
upon  your  very  Itevs.  AK8eml>lles.  churches,  peraons  and  Sacred  Ministry,  as  also 
upon  y(mr  funiilles  and  whatever  is  yours,  and  assuring  your  Revs,  of  our  sinctre 
and  dutiful  love,  wc  hav<*  the  honor  to  call  ourselves,  with  high  regard. 

Very  Uev.  Sirs  aud  Highly  Esteemed  Brethren. 

Your  Very  Revs,  obedient  servant  and  brother. 
In  the  name  of  all 

E.  Westerio,  V.  D.  M.  Deput  Synod. 
At  our  Synodlcttl  Assembly, 

New  York,  Oct.  5,  1787. 

<■ 

Act  for  tlio  Inc<>ri>oration  of  Rofonneil  Protestant  Dutch  Cliurcbes, 

Passoil  !^^arch  7,  17SS. 

[See  Act  of  April  6,  1784.  After  the  failure  of  all  non-Episcopal  churches,  except 
the  I>utch  churches,  to  obtain  charters  before  the  Revolution,  the  Legislature  of 
New  York,  In  Its  new-l)orn  zeal  to  repeal  everything  sectarian,  seemed  determined  to 
separate  "temporalities"  entirely  from  "spiritual  things.'*  See  Act  of  ITM.  Vt. 
Livingston,  therefore  labored  earnestly  to  preserve  the  control  of  "  temporallt1«s 
to  the  Consistory  of  Iteformed  Dutch  Churches.  He  finally  succeeded  in  tnls  Act  of 
178S.    Other  Churches  followed.    See  March  27,  1801,  for  Episcopal  churches    E.  T.  Cj 

Change  ok  Coki'okatk  Name  of  Trinity'  Churcu,  Xew  Yobk, 
TO  CoKKEsroND  TO  Present  Civil  Circtmstances. 

An  Act  to  enable  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  Church  in  the  city  of  New  York  to 

assume  the  name  therein  mentioned.— Passed  10th  March,  1788. 

[For  the  subsequent  history  of  legislation  relating  to  Trinity  Church,  Mt  Dr.  Dli'i 
History  of  TrtnVty  Church,  two  volumes  of  which  are  now  (1806)  pnbliahsd.  All 
church  passed  tbrousVi  mucYi  WWv^Won^  %a!\  \]^%  Ucmorials,  Petlttoaa,  DeffoMd  tv 
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Jodlclal  DecliloDs  are  minlfolil.    Bet  alio  nnmeroDi  Act*  of  tbe  Leiriilature,  and 
the  JoDmtli  of  tbe  lame.    The  writer  depotltcd  many  iiampbleta  la  bli  poiseailoii, 
iMWlng  on  tbese  matters,  Id  the  Sage  Llbnir;,  New  Brnoiwfck,  N.  J.— B.  T.  C.l 

Classis  op  Amstebdau. 
1788,  July  2l3t.     Synodalia.     Art.  51  ad  55.     The  Committee 
ad  res  Exteras  reported  concerning  New  York  and  N^w  Jersey. 
Inseratur.     xv.  447. 

Stitod  of  North  Hoi-lakd,  at  Alkmaas,  Jult  29-AtiQ.  7,  1788. 
Article  46. — New  York  and  New  Jebbbt. 
In  regard  to  New  York  and  New  Jersey  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam has  the  following  report: — 

1.  It  received  a  letter  dated  New  York,  Oct.  5,  1787,  written 
by  Rev.  Eilardiis  Westerlo,  minister  at  New  York  (Albany  T)  and 
Deputy  of  the  Synod,  thankfully  acknowledging  Uie  receipt  of  the 
letter  of  April  2,  1787,  and  the  Acts  of  the  Synod,  held  at  Enk- 
hnysen,  1786 ;  and  conveying  the  Acts  of  the  Christian  Synod  of 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  existing  in  the  States  of  New  York 
and  New  Jersey,  which  was  held  at  New  York,  Oct.  2  and  days 
following,  1787.  The  Acts  were  signed  by  Rev.  Reinier  Van 
Nest,  President,  and  Rev.  Isaac  Blauvelt,  Scribe. 

2.  As  to  the  above  letter  of  Rev.  Westerlo,  as  Deputy  of  the 
Synod,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  no  sufficient  account  can  as 
yet  be  given ;  further  explanation  of  it  must  be  first  received. 

Stkod  of  Dctch  Reformed  Ciiurches  is  New  York  and  New 

Jersey,  Oct.  7-10,  1788. 

Extracts. 

Letter  From  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 


FONDS. 

nie  Rst.  OHntnlttee  apiM>liited  upon  thla  anbject  In  thla  ByDod,  accoidlni  (o 
Artlele  VI..  report: 

rtnt.  That  ther  dud  the  Synodlctl  Pirnd*  to  eonalat  menly  of  the  aoma  which 
«!•  paM  to  tbe  HcT,  Body  by  the  alodenta  ind  b;  tbe  eoncnciAtaiM,  «.i;t«M&A:i  ^a 
a»  Import  of  An.  XI.,  Bra.  I7TS. 
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Tbat  out  of  tiich  snmB,  sabctnctlnf  dlsbanemeiits,  there  appears  atUl  to  be  te 
to  tlM  Body  the  sam  of  £117  18e  Od.,  beeldee  certain  depreciated  monej.  wUek 
the  KeT.  Committee  do  not  take  into  the  account. 

That  the  said  £117  ISa  Od.,  Is  incladed  a  certain  obligation  dated  5th  of  Octotai; 
1782,  flven  by  Caspams  Van  Noontraod,  for  the  snm  of  twvnty  ponnda;  all  of 
which  appears  In  the  statement  of  the  Synodlcal  moneys  as  presented  by  the  Btf. 
Mr.  Linn,  as  acting  Quaestor  of  this  Body,  which  statement,  together  with  tUi 
report,  the  Uev.  Committee  desire  to  lay  before  this  Rev.  Synod. 

Becondly.  The  committee  And  that  said  moneys  are  and  can  l>e  appropriated, 
according  to  Synodlcal  resolution,  to  no  object  but  the  payment  of  the  honorartom 
allowed  the  Kct.  Professor,  together  with  other  necessary  expenses  of  the  Ber. 
BodT. 

The  report  of  the  committee  Is  approved,  and  the  Rer.  Body  thank  both  the 
gentlemen  of  the  committee  for  their  labors,  and  alao  the  ReT.  Qoaeator  for  Us 
attention  to  the  small  funds  of  this  Rct.  Body,  and  his  pains  In  defraying  their 
Tarlous  debts.  They  likewise  hereby  direct  the  respected  Qoaeator  Joat  menttoaed 
to  see  all  future  expenses  or  debts  of  this  Rev.  Body  In  like  manner  paid  by  kla 
order,  and  yearly  to  rei>ort  uiion  the  subject  to  this  Rev.  Body. 

As  regards  Queens  College,  with  other  Seminaries  spoken  of  nnder  this  Leouu, 
the  Kev.  Body  feel  compelled  at  present  to  abide  by  what  was  ordained  in  the  last 
Ordinary  Synod. 


Church  Order. 

since  the  circumstances  of  our  churches,  especially  In  relation  to  the  genenl 
protection  of  the  civil  authorities  In  freedom  of  worship,  necessarily  demand  that 
not  only  the  Confeasion  of  Faith,  but  also  the  Order  of  our  Church  and  Its  Form 
of  Church  Government,  should  be  made  known  to  our  countrymen  In  the  BngUsk 
language  by  the  press,  as  has  already  been  done  by  all  the  chief  persoaalons  la 
our  American  States;  and  elnce  the  English  language  Is  our  national  tongue,  and 
Is  making  progress,  and  has  already  been  adopted  wholly  or  In  part  In  worship  la 
the  most  of  our  congregations,  and  the  rising  generation  seem  to  be  Uttit 
acquainted  with  the  I>utch  tongue:  the  Synod  therefore  feel  themselvea  bound,  botk 
as  regards  our  fellow-citisons  and  the  civil  government  in  general,  and  also  for  the 
preservation  of  our  Dutch  Church  and  the  instruction  of  Its  adherents,  and  of  the 
children  in  particular,  to  attend  to  this  subject.  Whereupon,  It  Is  resolved  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  translate  into  the  English  language  the  Articles  of  Church 
Goverument  of  the  National  Synod,  held  at  Dordrecht.  1618  and  1619.  which,  being 
accompanied  by  such  articles  taken  from  the  proceedings  of  this  Rev.  Body  u 
have  particular  reference  to  the  circumstances  of  the  Church  In  this  country,  will 
exhibit  the  true  nnture  and  form  of  government  of  our  Dutch  churches  In  America. 
And  It  is  further  resolved,  that  the  Rev.  Committee  endeavor  to  have  this  collec- 
tion and  translation  In  readiness  to  lay  before  this  Rev.  Synod  at  Its  next  ordinary 
convening,  in  order  that  the  same,  with  our  standards,  may  be  speedily  as  prac- 
ticable, consistently  with  all  prudence  be  given  to  the  public  by  the  press.  Messn 
John  n.  Livingston,  Ell  Westerlo,  Will.  Linn.  Ilerm.  Meyer.  D.  Romeyn.  Jac.  B. 
Hardenberj^h,  Is.  UyBdyk,  and  Peter  Ix)w,  were  appointed  the  committee. 


The  Synod  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  Per  Dr.  J.  H. 

Livingston  to  the  Classis  of  Amstekdam,  Oct.  12,  17S8. 

Vol.  34,  Page  307. 

(Abstract) 

It  contains— That,  on  Oct.  r>  of  last  year,  (1787)  they  had  written  and  sent  tbelr 
Synodlcal  Acts  of  that  year;  but  had  received  neither  letters  nor  the  Acta  of  tins 
Synod  of  North  Holland,  thinking  thia  may  be  due,  possibly,  to  the 
lo  the  Netherlands.  wMcYi,  \.Yi«i  Yiov^.  ix^ai  ^a.^«  hay\Kl7  come  to  an 
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That  tbtr  tud  MQt  a.]ao  the  Acta  of  l«ro  Synoda,  tbOM  of  War  and  October. 
(IT8T).    Tbey  hoped  tbat  the  Claatle.  to  It*  ]a;,  would  tberefrom  come  to  know  of 
tbeir  floerlahlDg  condltlaa. 
Cloae  with  consrmtnlatloD. 
(Here  tollov  Bitracta  from  Ulnnte*  ot  yar  1T8T  and  October,  tTST,  In  Vol.  84.) 

Rbv.  Eilabdds  Westbbio  to  Ekv.  John  Bahsbtt,  Jdlt  2, 1789. 
Bbhefit  of  the  Sabatooa  Watbbs. 

aaratO(«,  Jal;  2.  1TS». 
Her.  and  Dear  ColleaKne: 

Tnterda;  I  hiTe  been  to  the  Bprloffa,  and  taated  of  tbe  water  oat  ot  the  rock, 
wblch  baa  beeo  bleased  to  many  preMnt  wttneaaea,  eai»eclallr  to  aaeh  who  ara 
affected  with  coinplalnta  almllar  to  mtoe.  I  have  drank  bot  little  when  at  the 
BpriDKa,  bnt  am  not  ao  arerM  to  the  taate  aa  many  other*,  and  broo(ht  ■  Uitle 
of  the  water  with  me  hete,  whlth  I  hare  naed  thla  momlnt  on  an  empty  stomach, 
•Dd  thoQKh  It  haa  had  the  dealred  effect  of  phyalc,  jet  It  haa  made  me  feel 
alcklah,  and,  probably.  If  I  ^onld  stay  and  try  further  at  the  Bprlnss.  who 
knowa  the  Father  of  Uerctea  may  render  It  alio  effectual  to  remore  the-  cinie  of 
my  choUcal  complalnta,  and  therefore  I  think  It  my  duty  eren  to  my  family  and 
tood  people,  requires  my  ataylct  another  week  from  home.  In  order  to  return,  aa 
I  tnteod,  1(  It  iball  pleaae  tbe  Lord,  to  that  wondrona  rock  next  Monday.  In  the 
meantime  I  will  endeayor  to  pteach  here  next  Lord'a  day.  and  to  coDTcne  the 
Inbabltanta,  wllb  a  ylew  to  Introduce  our  friend  Smith  to  the  eonsrecatlon.  who 
appear  to  have  a  great  Inclination  tor  hia  mlnlatry  among  them.  Uay  the  Lord 
direct  all  our  atepa  and  dolnfs  to  HIa  slory,  to  oor  comfort  aod  the  eatabllahment 
of  HIa  church  and  worship. 

I  feel  thla  morning  rather  indtaposed.  prot)ably  of  tbe  aprlng  water  not  haying 
•Sect  for  want  of  aalBcIent  quantity  of  power,  which  la  much  loet  when  carried 
iMMne.  Bnt  fain  would  I  hope,  1(  I  further  try  the  experiment  properly  and  tor 
a  few  daya  next  week,  that  I  may  reap  aome  real  benefit  from  tt.  and  then  I  am 
sore  yon  and  my  friend*  wonld  loin  with  me  In  pralalng  the  Father  ot  our  aplrlta 
and  the  fountain  of  every  bU**;  however,  the  proappct  ot  doing  aome  good  to  the 
fOQWl  interests  here  Is  one  of  the  pHndpal  motives  that  keep  me  here  till  the 
latter  end  of  ncit  week.  Ion  will  supply  my  vacaacy  and  I  trust  the  Lord  will 
aaalat  and  prosper  yaar  tabora  to  many  precious  loula. 

With  my  Bffeclionate  compliments  to  your  worthy  mother  and  the  Reverend 
Cooalatory.  I  hare  the  honor  lo  remain,  yoats.  aincercly, 

B.  Weaterlo. 
To  Ber.  John  Basset.  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Classis  of  Austebdau. 
1789,  July  20tli.     Synodalia.     Art.  46  ad  51.     Inseratur  the 
information  about  New  York  and  New  Jersey  from  our  Commit- 
tee ad  res  Exteras.     xv.  536. 

Synod  of  Nobth  Holland,  July  25-Ado,  7,  1789. 
Article;  45, — New  Yobk  and  New  Jbbsby. 
The  Classia  of  Amsterdam  made  the  following  report: — that  it 
had  received  a  tetter  from  the  Synodical  Assembly  of  Nev  Y<^T<e. 
■nd  New  Jersej,  dated  October  4, 1788,  ani  KvgQ64,\s^  "^^^  ■  "^^3^^ 
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n.  Livingston,  President,  and  Rer.  (Hermanns)  Meyer,  Scribe, 

besides  the  Synodieal  Acts  of  two  sessions,  of  the  same  year. 

I.  The  letter  contained  chiefly 

1.  That  on  Oct.  5th  of  last  year  (1788),  they  had  written  to 
the  Classis,  and  sent  the  Acts  of  the  Svnod  held  at  the  time;  bat 
that  they  had  received  neither  any  letters,  nor  the  Acts  of  the 
Synod  of  Xorth  Holland.  Wherefore  they  suppose  that  they 
must  have  been  sent,  but  have  miacarried  by  some  accident  or 
other,  and  hope  that  they  will  yet  receive  them.  They  hope  to 
learn  from  them,  that  the  dark  clouds  which  have  hung,  and  also 
have  broken,  over  Xetherland,  have  again  vanished,  without 
noticeable  injury  to  the  rest  and  well-being  of  the  Church. 

2.  That  they  send  along  %nth  this  the  Acts  of  their  second 
Synod,  (Oct.  1788),  the  first,  an  extraordinary  meeting,  had  been 
held  in  May,  (1788),  and  the  other,  as  usual  in  October.  They 
are  confident  that  the  Rev.  Classis  would  to  its  joy,  see  therefrom 
the  flourishing  condition  of  their  churches.  It  had  pleased  God 
to  raise  up  in  them  a  remarkable  number  of  Nazarites,  by  whom, 
after  a  long  continued  necessity,  the  churches  were  now  every- 
where multiplied  and  edified.  They  conclude  with  congratula- 
tiom>. 

II.  The  Acts.  (Quotations  are  given  from  May,  1788,  Arts. 
G-10 ;  and  from  October,  1788,  Arts.  8-11,  14,  21,  23.) 

Ancient  Burial  Grounds  in  Albany  of  all  Denominatioks. 

One  Xkw  Cemeteby  for  Alt^ 

It  appears  by  the  followiDf?  document  foand  among  the  Common  Coimdl  papexB. 
that  the  plot  of  ground  U8cm1  for  sepulture  on  the  west  of  Eagle  street,  between 
(State  and  Lancaster  streets,  was  appropriated  to  that  purpose  tn  1789.  The  proiH 
erty  owned  by  the  Lutheran  church  on  Park  street  was  the  site  of  their  allotment 
as  a  burial  place.  Before  this  time  each  church  had  Its  grave  yard  adjacent  to  or 
near  the  cbun.'h  to  which  it  belonged.  The  Dutch  Reformed  Church  was  at  tbe 
foot  of  iState  street,  and  Its  grave  yard  was  where  the  Middle  Dutch  Church  now 
stands.  The  Lutheran  Church  was  where  the  Centre  Market  stands  and  Yin  grave 
yard  adjoined  on  the  south.  The  Episcopal  was  In  State  street  opposite  to  Chapel 
street,  and  Its  grave  yard  near  the  present  site  of  St.  I*eter*s.  The  PrMbyterlin 
Church  was  near  the  comer  of  Grand  and  Hudson  streets,  and  Ita  grave  jtvi 
adjoined  on  the  east.  The  High  Dutch  Church,  as  it  is  here  called,  was  between 
Patroon  and  Orange  stn>etH.  went  of  Ten  Broeck,  with  its  grave  yard  adjotnlng. 
It  was  now  proposed  to  have  a  common  burial  place,  and  the  site  recommended  by 
the  Committee  was  a^ovt^^^  ^I  ^-^^  ^^o/mmo;^  C^^oa^tW 
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The  Committee  apiM>liite<l  to  locate  a  place  for  a  common  barylos  srooDd  tor  the 
«ltj  report  that  od  the  east  adJalalDf  tlie  lot  on  which  the  tMrracha  nere  burned 
iKtel;  coQTe;ed  by  the  board  to  Barent  Bleeker  on  which  a  ranlt  baa  latelj  been 
made  In  dve  acrea  of  ground  vnj  proptr  to  be  appropriated  for  ttiat  pniiKiae  being 
«(  excellent  aoll  and  ■  verr  gradnal  d««c«Dt  and  on  the  aoatbera  dFcUrltr  of  the 
bill,  win  nerer  proTe  pernlcloui  to  the  apringa  wblcb  sapply  the  city  with  water 
■Bd  which  la  a  Terr  Important  objection  to  the  prraent  bturlng  In  the  ground  of 
the  Kpiicopal  and  Lulberan  cbnrchea  the  bonndirlei  o(  which  common  burying 
BTonnd  we  woald  locate  aa  followa;  bounded  on  the  North  by  Prince  itrect.  on  the 
BbM  b7  Duke  street,  on  the  South  br  Predean  atreet.  on  the  Weat  by  the  lot  of 
Barent  Bleeker  In  which  the  Tault  la  made  which  ground  contaloi  Ave  aerea. 

Tboa.   Hon. 
llept.  IB,  1T8».  T.  T.  W.  Qrmhatn. 

The  Uommlltee  further  report  that  the  moat  eaatem  acre  of  the  above  burying 
BTOund  be  granted  to  tbe  corporation  ot  the  Preabyterlan  chnreb.  and  the  neit  acre 
to  the  Kplscopsl  church,  and  the  next  acre  to  the  Lntheran  church,  and  the  eaat 
half  ot  tbe  third  acre  be  for  the  Reformed  High  Dutch  Church,  and  tbe  moat 
weelem  acre  and  remaining  hair  acre  to  the  Dutch  Church. 

— Htintell't  Annala  of  Albany.  V<d.  x.  pp.  1S4.  IBS. 

Thb  Dctch  Chuech  of  Albany  Eschanoes  Cektain  Laws 
With  thb  Citt. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  ■  Commlltee  of  the  Conilitory  of  tba 
Datch  Cbnrcb,  report  that  the  Committee  ot  the  Dutch  Chnrch  propoae  aa  lollowa: 

lat.  To  lay  ont  a  atreet  ot  alily  tect  wide  In  the  pulare  from  tba  hotae  ot 
Jacob  Tmai  to  the  Ferry  Lot  on  ■  stmight  line. 

2nd.  To  give  ap  their  ground  ae  present  occupied  aa  a  Btrwt,  leading  tnmi  tba 
Terry  Honae  to  Waahlngton  street,  and  to  rellnqniah  their  rl^t  to  a  compenMtlon 
therefore,  this  Corporation  conacntlng  that  the  Consistory  slop  up  the  road  as  It 
formerly  run  tbroagh  their  pasture  to  the  South  Ward  and  of  the  Ferry  Bouse. 

Sid.  The  Corporation  of  the  Charch  to  give  aa  mnch  ground  In  tbe  rear  ot  the 
lot  on  which  tbe  Ferry  Honsc  stands,  as  to  replace  tbe  qnantlly  of  ground  of  the 
aald  lot,  appropriated  to  tbe  Use  Of  tbe  said  street,  leading  from  the  Eaat  comer 
oC  the  Ferry  House  to  Wasblogton  street 

The  Corporation  of  the  Church  to  be  permitted  to  remore  the  Bridge  acroas  the 
Treola  Kill  so  tar  West  as  to  bring  It  In  the  aforesaid  sixty  feet  street,  they  to  be 
at  tbe  expense  of  remoTlng  It. 
Sept.  ;!1,  ITSU. 

Leoiurd   Oanaeroort,   Jr. 
John   Price 
Henry  Ten   Byek. 

BesolTed  that  tbe  said  Committee  be  authorised  to  accede  to  tbe  ebore  proposals 
«o  behalf  of  thla  Board,  21st  Sept.,  1780. 

— Uunaell's  Annals  of  Albany,  Vol.  x.  pp.  IBS,  ISB. 

Stttod  of  THE  DnTCB  Refobmed  Chukches  in  New  York  AifD 
New  Jbeset,  Oct.  6-10,  1789.     Abstract  in  Minctes  of 
Synod  of  North  Hol,land,  July,  1791,  Article  43. 
Extr&cta. 

LsTTEBS   OF  THE  KeV.   ClaSSIS  OF  AUBTEECDA.M. 
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and.  in  the  midst  of  all  the  pressing  erils  under  which  the  ehnrebe*  of  this  kad 
coDtinne  to  sigh,  like  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  hare  been  recelred.  The  Bev. 
Synod  loDff,  and  pant  ere  long  to  be  gladdened  with  those  agreeable  tokees  sf 
paternal  remembrance  on  the  part  of  the  highly  honored  chnrcbcs  of  the  Nether- 
lands. 


Funds. 

Under  this  head  was  communicated  to  the  Rer.  Body  a  drcomatantlal  accoont  cf 
Queens  College,  whence  it  appears  that  this  Seminary  is  making  desirable  progresi, 
bat  that  Its  completion  cannot  yet  be  effected  by  reason  of  tbe  amallneas  of  iti 
funds.  The  Her.  Body  reeolre  anew  to  abide  by  their  resolution  respecting  tUi 
important  subject,  formed  in  the  year  1780,  Article  Yin. 


Address  to  the  Authorities. 

The  Rer.  Body  have  seen  fit,  for  weighty  reasons,  to  present  a  rsapeetful  addiea 
to  the  President  of  these  United  States,  by  a  committee  from  their  nnmbtr 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  who  are  commissioned  to  prepare  and  execute  nU 
address,  and  to  affix  to  it  the  names  of  two  or  more  of  them.  The  committee  an 
the  Rer.  Professor  J.  H.  Livingston  and  the  Rer.  Messrs.  William  Linn,  6.  A. 
Kuypers,  ministers  at  New  York  and  Dr.  Petms  Low.  with  Messrs.  H.  Rome,  D. 
Lefferts,  J.  Roserelt,  R.  Yarick,  Maj.,  and  John  Yan  Der  Bllt. 


Church  Ordbr. 

From  what  was  brought  to  the  table  on  this  subject,  this  work  seems  to  han 
had  a  farorable  commencement,  and  Is  further  intrusted  to  the  Rer.  Committee. 


Title. 

By  reason  of  tbe  happy  extension  of  our  Church  far  beyond  Its  former  llmlti, 
It  Is  seen  tit  by  the  Rev.  Synod  that  henceforth.  In  all  their  Ecclesiastical  Acts, 
North  America  shall  be  substituted  for  New  York  and  New  Jersey;  and  that  In  all 
translations  of  our  proceedings  Into  the  English  language,  which  by  reason  of  cir- 
cumstances must  frequently  occur.  In  place  of  "De  Hoog  Eerw."  (i.  e..  The  Highly 
Reverend)  "Tbe  Most  Reverend"  shall  be  employed. 


Proper  Title  op  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Pouoh- 

KEEPSiE  Incorporated,  Nov.  17,  1789. 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  being  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant 
Church  of  Poughkeepsle,  In  Dutchess  County,  and  being  Incorporated  by  virtue  of 
an  Act  of  tbe  Le^Klature  of  tbe  State  of  New  York,  entltle<y  An  Act  making  such 
alterations  In  tbe  Act  for  Incorporating  Religious  Societies  as  to  render  the  same 
more  convenient  to  tbe  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Congregatlona  passed  the  7tii 
of  March,  1788.  and  having  assembled  together  at  Poughkeepsle  aforesaid  on  the 
22nd  day  of  October  In  tbe  year  of  our  Lord  1789,  Pursuant  to  tbe  direction  of  the 
said  Act.  do  hereby  cerUfy  \iivto  all  whom  It  may  concern  that  **Th€  Bef&rmtd  Dukk 
Church  of  Pouyhkeepsic"  aYi?i\\  be,  ^lTi^  \i^T%\ii  \%  ^^\ax^  \a  \m  ^hft  Kams^  Style,  aid 
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Title  bT  wblcb  tbg  Tnuteei  of  the  cbarch  aforaMld  BDd  their  iDCceMan  farever 
wbmU  be  called.  dlltlDsnlibed,  and  knowD. 

/■  WHnett  wh«reof  we  have  bercDDto  reipectlTeIr  let  oar  lunda  and  aeale  at 
FoDfbkeepale  ■toreuld.  the  wTenteeiith  dar  of  NoTamber,  Id  the  rear  at  our  L«rd 
178»," 
Sealed  and  dellrered  in  the  preMnc*  ot 

William   Bailer 
Charlei   PUtt. 
Henrr  Hegeman  IBeal) 

Peter  Tappen  (Seal] 

laaac  Somlne  [Beal) 

John  Freer  [Beal] 

Mrndert  Van  Kleeck  [Seal] 
Henrr  Llvlnsiton,  Jr.  (8«al] 
Abm.  Fort  IBeal] 

Benjamin  Weiterrelt        [Seal] 

Od  the  rererae  of  the  dacament  la  an  acknowledgement  ilgned  by  Zepba.  Piatt, 
and  a  cenlOcate  of  Secord  ai  followi,  Tla: 

"Dntcheaa  Canntr  ■■.     Recorded  In  Book  No.  1  ot  Cborch  CertlDcatea,  p«t*  IB 
KUd  Iff,  thia  28th  day  of  Beptcmber,  1790." 

Bobert  H.  LlTlncttOQ. 
— UlatoiT  of  tbe  Flrat  Heformed  Chnreh  of  Pontbkeepite.  pp.  SS,  S3. 


The  Peebbtteet  of  Albany  Formed,  1790, 

The  Synod  ot  New  York  and  New  Jetier  erected  a  new  preabrterr  Id  the 
northern  part  of  thli  alate.  nnder  the  name  of  Thr  Prrtigtay  ot  Albati]/;  to  which 
tber  committed  the  care  of  all  the  congregatlonB  In  this  itate  In  connection  with 
them,  wblcb  lie  north  of  the  Catiklll  monntalna  on  the  west  tide,  and  ot  the 
toDthem  bonndarr  ot  Colombia  conntr  on  the  eaat  aide  of  Undson'a  rlrer.  It  was 
appointed  to  meet  for  the  ntat  time  on  the  ninth  of  Norember.  In  the  cUy  ot 
Albany;  and  to  be  opened  wltb  ■  termon  by  William  Scheock,  the  aenlor  pastor. 
In  the  absence  of  Ur.  Bchenck,  Rev.  John  Wurford  ot  Balem  preached  from  Lake 
slT,  SH.  HeT,  John  Mc.  Donald  of  Albany  wss  appointed  stated  clerk.— Mnnaell's 
AnnaU  of  Albany,  Vol.  11.  pp.  210,  211. 


Church  of  Pouohkebpsib  Desires  to  Call  Andrew  Gray. 
Jdne  28,  1790. 

"Wc,  the  Sabacrlbera,  resident*  witbin  the  tlmita  of  the  Reformed  Dntcb  Chnreb 
ot  Fonibkeepaie,  and  In  the  Tlelnlly  thereof,  being  deslrona  of  having  Ur.  Andrew 
Urar,  (now  a  Student  In  DlTlnllr  with  the  Rev.  Dr,  Meyen  In  New  Jersey,)  when 
qnaltfyed  for  the  MlDlstry,  for  the  Ulnlsler  of  ibe  Sild  Chnrcb,  to  dlBpence  the 
BaeramcDts,  preii^h  the  Ooipet,  citecblae  the  yontb,  and  perform  all  other  sacred 
mlnUterlal  tanetlons  as  practiced  heretofore  In  the  Cbureh  aforesaid,  and  to  nse 
the  Itngllib  and  Dutch  UngnBges  In  bt>  publlck  eiereliea  In  such  manner  as  to  the 
Bald  (Jhnrrh,  from  time  to  time,  may  be  deemed  proper  and  conrenlent. 

THBRSFORB,  It  the  Chnrcb  aforesaid  make  a  call  opon  the  Said  Andrew  Qray 
npon  the  principles  above  mentioned,  and  he  accepts  thereof  Bod  becomes  the  Uln- 
latcr  ot  tbe  aforeaald  Church,  Do  h<?rebr  promise  to  pny  and  deliver,  or  cause  to 
b«  paid  and  dellrered,  to  tbe  aforesaid  Church  yearly,  and  every  year,  tbe  Buma  of 
muMy  and  articles  written  and  specined  opposite  to  our  reBpertlve  Qamea.  to  long 
■■  tha  said  Andrew  Qray  contlnuea  tbe  Minister  of  the  Chnrcb  aloremld.  and  we 
nmaln  within  the  limits  o(  the  same,  or  In  the  rlclnlty  thereof.  Dated  Jane  2«.<Jb, 
ITVO-^Htatory  of  tha  First  Reformed  Chnrcb  ot  FongtakMV^e.  v.  W. 
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Acts  of  the  Clasbis  of  Austesdam. 

Xew  Yoek  axd  Kbw  Jekset. 

1790,  July  19th.     Svnodalia-     Art  45  ad  46.     The  CommittM 

ad  res  Exteras  pive  the  following  information  about  New  ToA 

and  New  Jersey,     (B»it  notliing  is  given,  although  space  is  left 

for  the  insertion  of  something.)     xri.  26. 

Sysod  of  Noeth  IIollasd  at  Amstebdam,  Jklt  27-Aco.  5, 
1790. 
AftTicLE  46. — Xew  Yoek  asd  New  Jekset. 
The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  reported  that  nothing  had  been  re- 
ceived in  regard  to  their  affairs. 

SvNOD  OF  the  Reformed  Dutch  CiirRCUEs  in  North  AmeeicJi, 
Oct.  5-8,  1790.  Abstract  in  Mists,  of  Sysod  of  Nobih 
HoLi*AKD,  1701,  Aeticle  43. 

Extracts. 

COREESPONTIENCE   WiTH   THE    CllOKCII    OF   HoLLASD. 

No  l«tler  from  tbe  Kct.  ClaisLi  of  Amitordiini  nor  Acta  of  the  Kct.  Synod  of 
North  UolEand  have  bveo  rPOclrM.  Tbe  Rev.  BjDOd  are  greatly  aarprlHd  at  tbU 
long  delRf.  not  comprehend  lug  what  can  be  the  reaaoh  thereof,  eiivpt  tbai  m 
Icttera  and  acln  have  hot  been  received.  The  Synod,  not  tx-Ing  lacllned  to  bn*k 
oIT  tbe  correfltmndeni'e,  desire  the  Deputatl  to  prepare  a  letter  of  laqnliT  to  lb* 
Key.  ClaasJB  of  AmaterJoni,  and  luy  II  before  thta  Synod  for  approral. 

Form  of  Calls. 

The  committee  upon  this  aubjeot  brongbt  to  tbia  table  the  form  of  ■  call.  wUct 
being  read  and  approved,  was  delivered  by  tbe  Rev.  Synod  to  tbe  CommlitTC  ai 
Chnrvh  Order,  to  be  placed  by  them  amonK  tbe  Kulea  of  our  Cbnrcb  GoTemmeDl. 


Funds. 

The  Kgv.  Mr.  Jacob  II.  Hardenberjib.  being  prevented  by  bodily  InllnDlly  fnia 
enlarging,  briefly  reprcsenled  to  Ihe  Kev.  Synod  the  present  state  and  condltloo  tf 
Qneens  College,  an  being,  by  renson  of  a  lack  of  sufficient  funds  In  auch  mte  o( 
depression,  ibat  lis  frlenfls  would  possibly  lie  shortly  neeeaaltated  to  abanioa  !l- 
Wherefore,  he  desired  to  be  informed  by  thli  Rev,  Synod,  nhetber  the  Diitt* 
Chnrcb  convened  In  tbe  liynod  were  minded  and  inclined  to  retain  tudrr  tMr 
kind  care,  and  ;telt\  l.bv\t  CQ-Q'^istlon  to  said  Seminary,  fonndad  principally  for  It) 
beneat  of  tbelr  ChMicb,  Mift  4\%Uvic>\i  t«i:\'(»4.  <mder  tbrtr  care  by  pwTta* 
Synoda;  and  whether  auVlaW*  vne»v.s  citt\a.  ml,  \»  %«\hA  Va  «•&«:(«.  tite  aANMll 
L-nlvewUy  the  euilj  «UMor  «.  »t*iV\i  ^wftei- 


OP  THE  State  of  New  York.  4355 

1700 

Whereupon,  the  Rer.  Synod  imaDlliiDIiBlT  and  unbeallatlngly  reaolrpd  ta  reliln 
tha  KforeMld  Unlveraltr  aader  tbelr  care  and  kind  Bni>ervlgloD.  and  herebr  regueit 
each  Conalatory  of  the  respective  concreiatlons  In  both  State*,  aa  aoon  aa  poaalble, 
and  aa  thpy  may  deeiD  beat,  to  endeavor  to  do  soroetbtng  towarda  the  mBlnlenance 
and  lacreaie  of  the  fnada  of  tbe  roreaained  college,  irbelbet  bj  yearly  collectioD  In 
eonneclloD  with  a  aoltable  dlacoDrae  In  eacb  CDDBregatloD,  ai  long  aa  no  different 
arrangement  be  made  by  tbe  Her.  Synod,  or  by  aubacrlptlon.  or  In  any  olhcr 
manDsr  which  may  be  moat  appropriate  and  peaceful;  and  to  fonrard  the  money* 
collected,  >t  the  earlleat  opportunity,  and  in  (he  moat  aecnre  manner,  to  the  Rpt. 
Qoaeltor  of  tbia  Synod,  or  otberwiee,  and  rather  to  tbe  Qnaeator  of  each  Claaal*. 
or  at  the  aucceedlns  meeting  of  Claaala,  to  tbe  end  that  tbey  may  be  almnltaneoaaly 
preaeDted  at  tbe  approaching  Synod:  and  tbe  Synod  aball  alwaya  dlapoae  of  them 
pro  re  nata;  to  which  end  atoreaald,  Qneena  College  aball  continually,  by  her 
commlaalonera.  lay  open  to  tbe  Chnrch  tbrongh  thia  Rev.  Synod  tbe  atale  of  aald 
Bcbool  relative  to  Ita  lack  of  fands:  and  Ibal  then,  the  Rev.  Synod  aball  decld» 
what  anm  of  the  moaeya  collected  ahall  at  that  time  be  dispenaed  for  the  atoreaald 
end  and  nae. 


Repbi:tting  op  the  Word  of  God. 

The  H«v.  Prof,  Livingston  presented  at  the  tabic  of  this  Rev.  Body  a  reaolntton. 
with  an  accompanying  friendly  letter  from  a  certain  committee  of  minlatcra  of  tbe 
aaaoclated  churrben  of  the  State  of  UsBBBchnBetta,  desiring  us  with  them,  by  writ 
or  otherwise,  to  request  tbe  Cocereaa  of  the  United  Fltatea  of  this  country,  that. 
seeing  tbe  Holy  Bible  li  beginning  to  be  reprinted  In  America  In  tbe  English  lan- 
gaage.  II  may  please  Uongrpaa.  by  tbe  employment  of  tbe  most  suitable  means,  to 
provide  that  saeh  printing  of  tbe  word  of  God  be  execated  with  all  fldellty  and 
care,  and  under  proper  oversight.  The  Ker.  Synod  thereupon  oidalned  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  ascertain  wbPtber  tbe  Rev.  Brethren  of  tbe  two  Synods  In  corre- 
spondence wltb  na  have  received  a  like  letter,  In  order,  provided  tbe  same  have 
received  and  acceded  to  the  request  therein  contained,  to  cooperate  with  them  on 
tbe  anbjcct  at  all  events,  the  Rer,  Professor  la  requested  in  the  most  friendly  and 
speody  mauner  to  answer  aald  letter.  The  ministers  In  New  York  are  furthermore 
named  aa  a  committee  on  the  subject.* 


Chitech  Order. 

Tbe  report  of  the  Rev.  Committee  open  thla  subject  waa  presented: 

1.  That  tbe  distinct  translatlana  of  the  artlclea  of  Church  Order  of  Ibe  Rev. 
Bynod  of  Dordrecht  In  the  yeara  1618  and  1619,  and  of  the  Plan  of  Union  adopted 
1772.  both  made  In  Gnt^land  by  Dra.  Dlrrk  Itomeyn  and  Ell.  Wcaterlo,  be  referred 
l»  a  committee,  who  ahall  cnrefnily  compare  Ibe  aame  with  the  original  Dutch,  and 
•Iter  and  amend  all  anch  Engllah  worda  and  phrnaea  aa  cither  are  not  pure,  or  do 
not  actaally  and  appropriately  eKpreai  the  true  and  literal  meaning. 

2.  That  tbe  same  committee  likewise  prcpnre 
of  Chnrch  Order,  lo  be  lucorporaled  among  tb 

•Boon  after  tbe  Revolution,  the  several  Denominations  began  to  laaue  booka  bear- 
tH'  nn  Ibelr  own  pecuHer  tenets,  or  of  a  more  strictly  rellglooa  character,  and  the 
of   rcprlnllDE   the   Bible    Id    English,    In    America,    was   Deceasarlty   considered. 

lew  Carey,  editor  of  a  Magailne  styled  -The  Americnn  Uuteum,"  announced 

therein  on  .Tan.  !R.  ]7lt9,  that  be  Intended  In  publish  the  Donal  Bible  therein.  In  serial 
nambera.  Thla  was  actually  begun  on  Dec.  12.  11B9,  bnl  soon  abandoned,  and  Chat- 
loner's  Revision  of  lTt3-4.  of  the  Doual  TCrslnD  waa  Issued  In  two  volumes,  quarto, 
OB  Dec.  1.  17M.  bv  Carey.  Stewart  and  Co..  of  Philadelphia.  The  Doual  Bible  printed 
h  tiMt  city  in  ia».  had  long  been  eooaldered  the  flrat  edition  DDtll  Ur.  Shea  bronght 
'^"1   facta  to   light.    See   Shea's   "Life   of   Archbishop   Carroll."   page  ST4.— O'Calla- 


tulr 

Vatti 


"List  of  Kdttlona  of  the  Holy  Bcrlptnrca,  etc.,  printed  In  America."  A\^i«,xi.i 
-    — ■ '11.— Hhea  t    "A  Bibliographical   Account  ot  c*----"-  ■"--' ""- 


nn,  pp.  iiiv-»ivlll.— Hhea  t    "A  Bibliographical   Account  ot  C».ttm\\t  Wit>\»*:'   ^«» 
^rk,  Mt9.~FinoltI :   "Blbllograpblca  Catbollca  Americana."  Hew  lii^K,  -vtw..— ^n-l*:^- 
"TMctlonarj-  of  Booka  Relating  to  America,"  Vol.  1.  under  "Tlft\e»,"— ^awVoni  Q'  "" 
Xaiii  King  J»mt»'»  TersfoD,  Began  to  mnltlpl;  trom  lltl. 
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meaning  of  them.  If  necessary,  shall  be  brieflly  declared,  or  safflclent  reasons  be 
assigned  why  some  articles  are  not  Inserted,  or  cannot  be  carried  oat  In  our 
American  churches. 

8.  That  the  Ust.  Ministers  of  the  congregation  of  New  York,  as  residing  In  doss 
proximity  to  each  other,  and  most  conrenlently  situated  readily  to  confer  together, 
be  appointed  a  committee  on  the  subject  by  this  Synod. 

4.  That  In  the  coming  spring,  an  extra  Synod  be  convoked  In  order  to  rerise 
•aid  I'lan  of  Union,  and  with  common  consent  enlarge  It,  by  Inserting  or  adding 
some  further  rules,  made  In  subsequent  General  Oonvenlngs  or  Synods,  and  thus, 
upon  previous  inrestlgation,  approving  BpnodaliUr  the  foresaid  translation  and 
observations. 

5.  That  If  necessary,  the  following  autumn,  a  General  Ecclesiastical  Meeting  be 
solicited,  calmly  to  weigh  the  whole  subject,  and  determine  finaliter,  whether  tlie 
same  shall  be  Issued  In  full  or  In  part,  and  in  what  language,  or  whetUer  both  in 
I>ntch  and  English,  for  the  special  benefit  of  our  congregations. 


Address  to  the  Magistracy. 

The  committee  reported  that  a  respectful  address  had  been  pretented  by  them 
In  the  name  of  the  Kev.  Synod  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  which  wis 
received  with  much  satisfaction,  and  honored  with  an  affectionate  and  friendly 
reply  by  the  President. 


English  Psalmody. 

The  Kev.  Synod  perceive  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  English  Psahns, 
together  with  the  selection  of  Hymns  formerly  approved  by  Synodical  decrees, 
have  been  happily  committid  to  the  press,  and  are  printed  and  already  in  use  in 
many  con grogut Ions;  nnd  the  present  Synod  cannot  on  this  occasion  omit  publicly 
to  render  thanks  In  the  name  of  the  Church  to  the  gentlemen  composing  the  com- 
mlttee  on  this  subjoct,  and  oRperlally  to  the  Rev.  Prof.  Livingston,  who  particu- 
larly hoH  lent  his  hand  and  help.  They  obRor\'e.  likewise.  In  addition,  that  the 
Dutch  rbun*h«'8  are  not  restricted  to  the  versification  by  Petrus  Dathenus,  is 
recently  a  now  translation  and  versification  of  the  Psalms  has  been  introduced  Into 
the  Netherlands  churches;  and  that,  according  to  the  Intention  of  the  Synod  of 
Dordrecht,  hymns  which  have  been  approved  by  a  Synod  should  not  be  excluded 
from  the  churches. 


Death  of  Rev.  Eilakdus  Westerlo,  of  Albany,  Dec.  26, 1790. 

This  divine  was  born  In  the  province  of  Groenlngen,  ITolland,  1»  1738.  and 
received  a  thorough  university  education.  It  was  still  a  custom  with  the  American 
churches  to  send  to  Holland  for  ministers  to  supply  their  pulpits;  and  In  answer 
to  the  requisition  of  the  church  of  Albany  for  a  pa&tor,  Mr.  Westerlo.  who  was 
then  at  the  University  of  (Jroenlngen,  was  Induced  to  accept  the  call.  He  arrived 
here  In  1760.  and  entered  upon  the  pastoral  charge  In  October  of  that  year,  having 
been  previously  Installed  In  Holland.  He  proved  to  be  a  man  of  great  powers  of 
mind,  extensive  erudition,  and  became  one  of  the  most  eminent  ministers  of  the 
Dutch  church  In  America.  He  possessed  caution  and  prudence,  and  great  dignity 
of  manners,  yet  was  affable  and  courteous  to  all.  His  pastoral  duties  were  dis- 
charged with  exemplary  fidelity  over  a  field  unusually  extensive.  He  took  a  con- 
spicuous part  In  severing  the  church  from  Its  dependence  upon  the  mother  country, 
and  Its  reorganization  upon  th«'  present  plan.  During  the  war  of  the  American 
revolution,  he  took  strong  grounds  In  the  cause  of  the  people,  and  at  a  most  critical 
time,  when  Burgoyne  was  advancing  on  the  city  from  the  north,  be  animated  and 
ioaplred  the  people  by  ViavVtv^  qY^wtcYi  o\w>u  every  day  for  the  pnrpoee  of  prayer 
gild  address.     Ho  died  on  Ibe  'i^lXi  ol  \i%Q«m\«v,  VWi,  *X.  *.  Wm%  ^t  life  when  ags 
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had  •eareeljr  bepia  to  Impair  bti  frani«,  and  »aa  bnrleil  Id  the  tmm\lj  Tanlt  of 
Stephen  Van  Heniaelaer.  hU  funeral  obiMiDlea  beint  attended  b;  a  large  eoncoDiaa 
from  tbe  eity  and  oelgbborbood.  Amid  the  ardoooa  care*  of  U*  mlolitrj,  he  fonad 
time  to  prepare  a  Hebrew  and  a  Oreek  LeilcoD,  In  Two  Voli.,  foUo,  which  temalD 
In  mannacHpt.  Id  the  poaaeaalon  of  bla  aoD,  Renaaelaec  Weateclo,  Bcq.— Mnnaeli'* 
Annali,  Vol.  I.  pp.  118,  119. 

Prom  Atbanr  UaaeCte,  December  26,  1700.— Rer.  Rllardna  Weaterlo,  aenlor  paator 
ol  the  Hefonned  rroleatant  Dateh  Church,  died  aged  llftr  three,  In  the  tbirtr 
flrat  jear  of  bla  mlnlitr;.  He  waa  greatly  reapected  for  bli  piety  and  learning, 
and  bla  funeral  waa  attended  b;  a  large  coneonrBe  of  thi  people  of  tbe  city  and 
neighboring  towDB,  who  lollowed  hi*  r«maliia  to  tbe  Tanlt  of  the  Van  BenaaeUer 
family,  where  be  waa  Interred.— UunacU' a  Annali  o(  Albany,  Vol.  Ui.  p.  lib. 

Synod  of  the  Refobued  Ddtoh  Chubches  ik  Nokth  America, 

May  4-7,  1791. 

Extracts. 

FbOPESSORS  SIP. 
The  KeT.  Body,  taking  tbia  weighty  anblect  Into  fortbar  eanieat  conalderattoo. 
and  being  deslrona  that  aa  aoon  aa  poaalble  aometblng  dadalTe  may  be  done  for 
the  promotion  of  the  aaine.  bare  Bean  Bt  to  appoint  a  commlttea  to  derla*  a  plan 
anbaerrlent  to  that  end,  and  make  a  report,  atante  Syaodo.  Tbe  Bar.  Ueaara. 
Dlrck  Uomeyn,  Bol.  Prollgb,  and  Bllaa  Van  Bunacbotau,  with  tbe  Bldera,  Ueaara- 
Uhrlatopher    Uoagland,    Peter   Tappen,    and    Tbpmaa    Poat,    were    appointed    tb* 


Tbeae  gentlemen  ol  the  committee  preaented  the  following  report,  Tit:  That  the 
Bev.  tjynod  should  tlrat,  and  aboTe  all,  derlaa  meana  to  form  a  fund  for  tbe  main- 
tenance of  tbe  Profesaorahlp;  to  which  end  they  take  the  freedom  to  propoae  tbe 
following,  Tla:  That  a  aubacrlptlon  be  taken  tbiongh  all  our  congregatlona.  and 
that  tbe  maneys  pledged  be  paid  at  the  end  of  each  half  year,  and  to  continue  for 
three  eonaecutlTe  years ;  that  tbe  aama  collected.  Immediately  upon  tba  recepdoD  of 
them,  be  employed  to  negotiate  a  capital,  to  be  depoalted  In  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  Btate 
or  tiew  York,  or  In  the  National  Bank,  and  that  tbe  Intereat  thereof  aliall  b«  dla- 
poaed  of  In  tbe  same  manner,  until  the  fnnd  be  fOnnd  •nffldenL  Tbla  report  being 
read,  waa  approred,  and  made  a  Hynodical  raaolntlon.  Tbe  Ber.  Synod  farther 
Judge,  that  aald  enbacrlptlon  and  tbe  collection!  In  tba  different  congregation*  b« 
made  In  loch  manner  aa  the  reapectlTe  Conaiitorle*  of  thoae  congregation*  ahall 
deem  moat  anitable:  and  that  tbe  moueya.  Immediately  upon  thrir  raeeptlon,  ihall 
be  transmitted  to  the  highly  respected  Mr.  Peter  Wilson,  of  New  York,  who,  at 
agent  of  this  Ker.  Body,  ahall,  upon  requeat  from  the  Bev.  President,  faltbftllly 
employ  them  to  negotiate  a  capital,  which  be  shall  dellTer  to  tbe  corporation  of  the 
congregation  In  New  York,  who  ahall  fnrther  dlapoae  of  tbe  tame  In  accordance 
wltb  the  determlnallon  of  the  Synod.  proTlded  tbeae  honored  gentlemen  be,  aa  tbe 
BeT.  Body  trttat,  willing  to  ttaiime  tbli  burden. 

FUHDS. 
The  Rev.  Body,  being  conTlnced  tbat  aometblng  deBnlte  ahould  In  the  apeedleat 
Banner  be  done  In  reference  to  Queen*  College,  appointed  a  committee  to  deliber- 
ate npon  tbe  subject  and  lay  tbelr  adrlce  before  tbe  Synod.  The  Bev.  J.  H.  LIt- 
IngatoD,  Henrlcu*  Schoonmaker,  Joannes  Dnryee,  with  the  Bldera,  Meaara.  Abram 
Schnylcr  and  Cbrlstopber  Hoagland,  were  tbe  committee.  Tbeae  gentlemen 
brought  In  the  following  report,  Tlai  Tbat  agreeably  to  tbe  determination  of  tbe 
Oeneral  Body  convened  at  Kingston.  In  the  year  17T3.  aa  well  aa  Tatloua  anbae- 
qoent  reaolntlons,  eapeclally  ttiat  paaaed  In  the  Synod  beld  In  October  last,  It 
V)peart  that  the  Dutch  churcbea  In  thla  country  baTe  adopted  aald  Inatltntlon,  and 
regaid  tbe  aana  aa  a  aemtnary  under  tbelr  patiu&acc\  tosQibis  Cb».V  Vnb  lo^^k 
fbrmeriy  collected  for  tald  Inatltnaoii  btv«  becoiM  m  &«gt«Aa.\it&  ^:w<lW^  "Cu  ^« 
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and  other  canset.  that.  unleM  tbey  be  Increased,  the  Inatltatlon  will  not  be  tbit 
to  aniiwer  the  Intention  of  the  churchoa.  Notwlthatandlng  these  thlngB.  It  mna 
to  be  at  present  In  a  somewhat  prosperous  state,  being  furnished  with  competent 
Instructors,  and  containing  a  larger  number  of  students  than  ever  l>efore.  TIm 
committee  therefore  request  the  liberty  to  adrlse.  that  the  Rey.  Sjnod  seek  to 
assure  the  honorable  gentlemen,  the  Trustees  of  Queens  C/Ollege,  of  tbe  fsTorablt 
disposition  of  the  Dutch  churches,  by  the  encouraging  of  subscriptions  by  means  of 
•aid  gentlemen,  the  Trustees.  In  our  respectlre  congregations;  and  that  this  Synod 
stimulate  and  encourage  the  respectlre  Consistories  of  the  congregations  where 
the  sul>scrlptlon8  are  made,  to  be  herein  assistants  to  the  said  gentlemen  tbe 
Trustees,  by  their  ready  counsel  and  aid;  which  report,  being  considered  and 
approved,  was  made  a  Synodlcal  decree. 


CiiuRCii  Order. 

The  gentlemen  appointed  a  committee  to  specify  the  subjects  to  be  Included  li 
the  C^onstltutlon   of  the   Reformed   Dutch  churches  of   America,   to  be  Issued  Is 
accordance  with  the  Intentions  of  Synod,  report,  that  after  mature  deliberation.  It 
appears  to  them  that  such  publication  should  be  entirely  restricted  to  what  con- 
stitutes the  I>octrlne,  Liturgy,  and  Government  of  said  churches,  that  It  may  oot 
only  not  form  an   unnecessarily  large  volume,   but  also  not  perplex  the  Bngllsh 
reader,  by  the  Introduction  of  any  thing  that  does  not  essentially  pertain  to  ou 
ecclesiastical   regulations;   that   therefore,   all   that  relates  to  the  Church  In  tbe 
Netherlands,  and  especially  to  the  agency  of  the  magistrate  In  ecclesiastical  matters 
In  that  country.  Is  not  properly  Included  In  the  regulations  which  are  the  t>asls  of 
the  government  of  our  churches  In  America.     The  committee  further  remark,  that 
the  PROCEBDINQS  of  the  National  Synod,  held  at  Dordrecht,  are  the  basis  of  tbe 
government  of  all   Reformed  Dutch  churches  throughout  the  world,  and  that  all 
charters  which  have  been  given  to  the  Dutch  churches  In  the  States  of  New  Yori[ 
and  New  Jersey  are  also  founded  thereon ;  that  yet,  since  In  these  proceedings  maay 
things    occur    which    have    particular    reference   to    the   Netherlands,    the   Dutch 
churches  in  other  portions  of  the  world  have  been  necessitated  to  adapt  them  to 
their  particular  circumstances,  as  was  also  done  by  our  churches  In  America  Id 
the  general  meetings  held  In  New  York  In  the  year  1771  and  1772.  when  a  Plan  of 
Church  (iovcrnment  was  formed  and  adopted,  which  was  also  approved  by  the  Rev. 
ClasHls  of  Amsterdam,  as  appointed  for  that  purpose,  by  the  Supreme  Synod  of 
North    Holland,    and    this    plan    has   been   enlarged   and   amended   by    subsequent 
Synodloal   Acts.    The  committee,  therefore,  jud)?e  It  advisable  that  tbe  Rev.  Synod 
further  direct  and  authorise  their  committee  upon  this  subject  to  frame  out  of  said 
proceedings  a  suitable  plan  which  shall  constitute  the  whole  ecclesiastical  discipline 
and  government  oT  the  Dutch  Reformed  churches  In  America,  as  now  situated,  and 
which  shall  be  the  only  rule  by  which  snid  churches  are  directed  to  abide,  and  by 
which  they  shall  be  known  and  distinguished  ns   Dutch  churches.     This,  In  our 
estimation,  will  answer  the  expectations  of  the  public,   satisfy  the  desires  of  the 
civil  government,  and  serve  for  the  direction  of  all  the  members  of  our  Church: 
since  It  will  likewise  appear  from  this  plan,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  National 
Synod   of  Dordrecht   are  the   basis  of   the  government  of  the  Dutch   churches  In 
America,  cordially  received  and  carefully  adapted  to  its   particular  circumstances 
In   this  country;   and    that    thus,    the  different  charters  may   be   ratified,   and  the 
attachment  of  the  members  of  said  churches  to  the  Reformed  Dutch  churches  in 
the  Netherlands  may  be  fully  confirmed. 

The  Rev.  Synod,  having  deliberated  upon  this  report,  resolved,  that  the  com- 
mittee be  requested  to  frame  a  draft  of  Church  Government  and  Discipline,  agree- 
ably to  the  principles  stated  In  the  report,  and  lay  an  accurate  copy,  if  practicable, 
before  the  Rev.  Synod,  at  their  next  meeting.  In  order,  however,  also  to  secure 
the  counsel  and  assistance  of  all  their  meml>ers  In  this  weighty  matter.  It  Is  like- 
wise ordained,  that  the  President  of  this  Synod  communicate  to  each  of  the 
respective  Classes  the  request  of  this  Synod,  that  each  and  every  minister,  with 
an  elder,  (besides  those  who  are  appointed  by  the  Rev.  Classes  as  delegates  to 
Synod,)  please  to  appear  nX.  \.\ie  me%V\\itt  Vti  '^^^  Xfi\>L,  o-n.  the  flrat  Wednesday  to 
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th«  oiiiilDS  uctober,  to  Oat  the  BjaoA  ma;  be  able  to  «<r«ll  IbemielTe*  or  tb* 
praence  tna  codhhI  of  the  whole  bod;  of  mlnltten  and  elders  In  Iwolag  their 
Keclealaatlcal    CooatltiitloD,   aa   alao   In    relation   to   tbe   Profeaaorihlp   aod   other 
weight;  mitten,. 


Classis  or  Amstbbdau. 
1791,  July  18th.  Synodalia.  Art.  46  ad  45.  The  Committee 
ad  res  Exteraa  give  infoimation  that  they  have  received  the  Acta 
of  (the  Synod  of)  New  York  and  New  Jersey  for  the  years  1789 
and  1790;  and  they  (the  Americans)  earnestly  deeire  henceforth 
to  receive  our  Acts — (those  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland.) 
xvi.  116. 

Synod  of  North  Hollaih},  Held  at  Hoorn,  Jdlt  26-Adq.  5, 

1791. 

Article  43. — New  Yore  and  New  JEBaEjy. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  brought  upon  the  table — 

I.  A  letter  from  there,  signed  Dirick  Romeyn  and  Solomon 

Froeligh,  Deputies  of  the  Synod,  dated  Oct.  8,  1890.     In  this 

tJiere  were 

1.  A  copy  is  sent  ua  of  a  letter,  sent  two  years  ago  which,  it 
was  feared  did  not  reach  us  at  all,  or  came  too  late  to  hand. 

2.  Excuse  is  asked  for  their  not  forwarding  the  Acts  of  their 
former  meeting.  Joy  is  expressed  over  a  continuance  of  the 
correspondence,  and  an  urgent  request  is  made  that  the  same  be 
maintained  also  with  a  yearly  transmission  of  the  North  Holland 
Acta.     The  letter  concludes  with  congratulations. 

n.  The  letter  mentioned  here  is  dated  New  York,  Oct.  5, 1787, 
and  is  as  such  already  touched  upon  in  the  Acts  of  our  Synod  of 
1788,  although  at  that  time  it  could  not  be  brought  up  for  action. 
After  a  thankful  acknowledgement  of  the  receipt  of  the  Acts  and 
an  agreeable  report  concerning  the  many  young  Nazarites  who 
are  hopefully  consecrating  themselves  to  the  sacred  ministry 
there,  an  elaborate  statement  is  made  concerning  the  correspond- 
ence of  their  Dutch  Svnod  with  the  different  Synods  of  the 
Presbyterian  and  Scotch  brethren,  and  concerning  the  incorpora- 
tion of  their  churches. 
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1.  In  regard  to  the  first  they  say:  From  the  Minutes  of  (mr 
meetings  recently  held,  from  1785  to  1787,  when  they  shall  have 
come  to  hand,  your  Eevs.  will  be  pleased  to  understand  that, 
neither  we,  nor  our  churches,  have  united  ourselves  in  one  choidi 
body  with  either  of  the  aforesaid  churches  or  Synods  of  those 
brethren ;  but  have  rather  kept  ourselves  distinct  and  by  ourselves. 
Our  aim  was  merely  to  establish  a  fraternal  correspondence,  to  the 
end  that,  as  neighboring  brethren,  we  might  dwell  together  in 
unity,  watch  over  one  another  in  love,  take  counsel  together,  yea, 
assist  one  another  in  preserving  the  purified  Gospel  Doctrine  and 
in  the  more  successfully  carrying  out  the  rules  of  Church  Dis- 
cipline in  our  different,  but  closely  adjoining  churches.  How  fir 
we  have  therein  advanced,  the  Acts  of  this  our  meeting  will 
abundantly  show ;  however,  this  matter  has  not  yet  been  brou^t 
to  a  conclusion.  Our  heartfelt  desire  is  that  our  fraternal  deal- 
ings with  one  another  in  peace,  love  and  confidence  may  long  be 
maintained  and  in  everv  wav  blest  to  the  end  above  mentioned. 

2.  In  regard  to  the  incorporation  of  our  churches  in  general: 
your  Revs,  will  please  to  notice  that  our  respective  authorities  in 
both  States,  under  our  Xew  Government,  have  passed  a  special 
Act  or  Law,  whorcbv  each  (individual)  church  of  all  the  different 
denominations  in  these  States — for  not  any  particular  church  is 
established  here — is  piven  liberty,  according  to  a  certain  definite 
method,  to  incorporate  itself,  by  the  election  and  appointment  of 
Trustees  as  guardians  of  the  properties  and  incomes  of  the 
churches.  These  Trustees,  every  few  years  will  be  voted  for  by 
each  person  belonging  to  the  congregation — even  by  those  who 
are  not  communicants ;  and  will  probably,  for  the  most  part,  be 
different  men  from  the  standing  Consistories.  Until  the  present, 
however,  these  consistories  have  alwavs  and  evervwhere  in  our 
churches,  (besides  their  ecclesiastical  duties),  been  at  the  same 
time  guardians  or  managers  of  the  church  properties;  and,  in 
some  of  our  larprcst  churches,  especially  where  the  services  are  in 
English  as  well  as  in  Dutch — that  being  (now)  considered  all  the 
same,  among  us — they  have  been  confirmed  in  these  their  rights, 
by  Charters  granted  Mudei  \.W  ioxnckfeT  government  of  the  country; 
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and  these  Charters  are,  in  relation  to  the  thus  incorporated  con- 
gregationfi,  etill  indeed  in  full  force  under  the  present  excellent 
government. 

But  our  Synod  desired  that  all  our  churches  should  be  placed 
on  the  same  footing,  in  the  matter  of  ownership  and  management 
of  church  properties.  For  that  reason,  aa  also  to  prevent  differ- 
ences between  Consistories  and  Trustees  as  well  as  between  the 
electors  of  the  last  named,  we  have  petitioned  the  Government,  by 
way  of  an  Appendix  to  the  aforesaid  Act,  or  by  a  new  Act,  to 
grant  our  Dutch  Churches  the  liberty  and  right  to  incorporate 
themselves,  but  in  such  a  way  that  the  standing  Consistories  and 
their  successors  be  and  remain  the  Trustees  or  guardians  of  the 
church  properties  by  virtue  of  their  election  and  appointment  as 
Consistories.  And  we  are  not  without  a  well-founded  hope  that 
this  just  request  of  our  united  churches  will  be  granted  by  our 
Christian  Government  and  confirmed  by  the  law  of  the  land. 

Further  this  letter  closes  with  the  request  that  letters  be  here- 
after addressed  to  the  Assembly  under  the  name  of  the  Kev. 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  in  the  States  of  New 
York  and  New  Jersey.  It  closes  with  congratulations,  and  is 
signed  by 

Hermanus  Meyer  and  Eilardus  Weaterlo. 

m.  This  consists  of  an  abstract  of  the  Acts  of  the  American 
Synod  for  October,  1789  and  October,  1790,  covering  three  very 
large  pages. 

Sale  of  Lots  bt  the  Dutch  Chubch  of  Albant,  1791. 

la  ITVl  tbe  coDBlitor;  directed  "tbe  fronnd  eammonly  dlitln^lslied  as  the 
chDRb  paitare,"  to  be  laid  out  Into  lota.  Tbe;  laj  on  tbe  weat  slda  ot  Contt 
•met,  leadlDit  Irom  the  ferrj  to  tbe  town."  At  tbla  time  a  gate  ewDiiE  acroa*  lb« 
mj  a  little  abo*e  Ljdlna  atreat,  and  a  common  road  from  thence  to  the  fenr  lay 
alO«K  tbe  bank  ot  the  rlTer  tbronsb  the  paatore.  Altbonsh  the  n«mea  of  lome  of 
tlia  atrecta  In  that  region  have  been  changed  within  a  few  yeara,  aereral  ot  tbem 
■till  bear  tbe  naniea  of  tbe  mlnlatere.  The  area  wblch  tber  Interaect  waa  once  the 
propcrtj  of  the  chnrch,  and  when  aold  produced  leei  than  a  hundred  dollars  a  lot. 
Tlieae  bare  alDce  been  tilled  la  to  a  conalderable  extent  and  rendered  valoable. 
There  were  compare tlTeljr  but  a  few  lota  boUt  npon  aoatb  ot  Idrdloa  atreet,  betwen 
Faarl  and  Broadway,  to  late  aa  twenty  yeara  ago,  tbooxb  now  teeming  with  a 
dcnae  popnlatlon.— MnDiell'a  Anaale.  Vol  1.  p.  121. 

Tbe  conalatory  of  the  Dutch  Chnrcb  laid  out  Into  lota  a  part  of  tbe  tract  eom- 
■mmIj  termed  the  ohiirolk  piutitrs.  Tbeae  lota  lay  on  tbe  weit  lU*  ^  Cooilt.  itoMi^ 
M>w  Broadway,  below   If  dina,  deacrtbed  •■  bains  on  Qm  coaA  "^wweos^  bt^  "ttA 
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fernr  to  the  town.  They  were  sold  at  auction.  It  Is  bellered  tluit  the  dliBedtr 
between  the  Hev.  Mr.  Basset t  and  his  church  grew  out  of  or  was  aggraTated  ^ 
some  transactions  In  these  lots. 

September,  1791.— The  Rev.  Mr.  Bassett  published  a  collection  of  Psalms,  HTam 
and  Spiritual  Songs,  for  the  use  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Cburch  In  Nofth 
America.— Munsell's  Annals  of  Albany.  Vol.  lit  p.  149. 

General    Convention    of    Reformed   Dutch    Churcubs  nr 

XoKTH  Americ.\,  October  4-8,  1791. 

Extracts. 
Correspondence  of  the  Church  of  Holland. 

The  Deputatus  reports,  that  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  last  Ordlnaiy 
Meeting,  a  letter  was  sent  to  the  Rer.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  to  which  no  ansstr 
has  yet  been  received.  The  Rev.  Body  therefore  continue  to  entertain  expectstiosf 
of  a  favorable  reply. 


Invited  and  Present  Ministers  and  Elders. 

The  Uev.  Brethren,  ministers  and  elders,  who  were  Invited,  to  the  end  that  tht 
Rev.  Body  might  enjoy  their  counsel  and  assistance  In  regard  to  Church  Order,  etc 
arrived,  and  according  to  credentials,  there  were  found  to  be  present: 

From  the  He  v.  Classls  of  New  York.- The  Rev.  Mr.  Joannes  H.  Livingston,  8.  8. 
Theol.  Doct.  et  Prof.;  the  Itcv.  Mr.  Linn,  8.  8.  Theol.  Doct.;  Dr.  Peter  Stryker. 
with  his  Elder.  Uenry  Gerretse;  Dr.  Petrus  Low.  and  Dr.  M.  Schoonmaker. 

From  the  Uev.  Classls  of  New  Brunswick.— Dr.  Benjamin  Du  Bols,  with  hit 
Elder.  TobisH  rolhemus;  Dr.  Joannes  Duryee,  with  his  Elder.  Joannes  Van  Voor- 
heesen  ;  Dr.  Joannes  M.  Van  Ilarllngen,  with  his  Elder.  Christopher  Hoogland. 

From  the  Ki*v.  C'IusmIs  of  Ilackensack.- Dr.  Warmoldus  Kuypers,  with  his  Elder, 
Isaac  Van  Der  Beek :  Dr.  Nicolas  Lansing,  with  his  Elder.  Isaac  Blanch. 

From  the  Uev.  CIeksIs  of  Kingston.— Dr.  Petrus  De  Witt,  with  his  Elder,  David 
Van  Mess;  Dr.  Moses  Froligh,  and  Dr.  Abram  Van  Horn,  with  his  Elder,  Jolm 
De  I'uy. 

From  the  Uev.  ClasBls  of  Albany.— Dr.  Dirck  Romeyn,  S.  S.  Theol.  Doct.  with 
his  Elder,  Abr.  Oothoud  ;  Dr.  John  Basset,  with  his  Elder,  David  Qroesbeck;  Dt. 
Samuel  Smith,  with  his  Elder.  James  Brisbln;  Dr.  D.  Christr.  And.  Pick,  with 
his  Elder.  Frederick  Getman;  Dr.  John  Demarest.  with  his  Elder.  Seth  Veder. 


Funds. 

A  request  was  presented  at  the  table  of  this  Rev.  Body  from  the  respected  Tros* 
tees  of  Queens  College,  in  substance  as  follows,  vis. 

1.  That  the  Rev.  Body  he  pleased  to  devise  means,  and  In  connection  with  th« 
respected  Trustees,  lalmr  to  Increase  the  funds  of  that  Seminary. 

2.  That  thereupon,  this  Rev.  Synod  will  recommend  to  the  honorable  gentlemen, 
the  Trustees,  a  competent  person  whom  they  may  call  upon  a  sufficient  salary,  both 
as  profe.ssor  in  Sacred  Theology  and  as  President  of  the  Institution,  in  agreement 
with  the  resolution  of  this  Supreme  Body,  passed  in  the  year  1773.  The  Rev.  Body 
having  noticed  what  each  of  the  R«t.  Classes  have  In  Actis  on  this  subject,  perceive 
that  those  of  New  Brunswick  and  HackOMack  are  In  perfect  agreement  respecthig 
the  union  of  the  Theological  PrcftMonhlp  and  the  Presidency.  The  Rev.  Body 
having  received  the  counsel  of  the  BeT.  BretbNB*  and  maturely  conaldered  the  sub- 
ject, ordain  at  present  as  1o\\qi«%\ 
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1.  Tbat  tha  ume  adhere  to  their  resolotlon,  paued  In  tbelr  lata  Extra  BewloD, 
wltb  (bli  addition,  fbiLt  each  minlater  and  ConHlBlorj  abalt  encoaraga  ami  promote 
tbe  coMectlona  or  nibacrlptlaua.  bolb  In  their  om  aad  Id  the  vacant  eon|re(Btloiis. 
The  Bev.  S^DOd  furtber  appoint  ae  a  committee  on  tbla  aubjeet,  Dra.  Qerardns  A. 
EoTpera  and  BenJamlD  Dn  Bo1«,  each  with  an  elder,  to  confer  with  a  commlttea 
from  the  Tmateeii,  and  to  decide  upon  the  manner  In  which  aald  reaolullon  can  best 
he  carried  Into  effect. 

2.  Beepecttng  the  aecond.  the  Re*.  Hod;  dftermlne  to  postpone  an  anawer.  until 
ther  shall  be  Informed  bj  tbe  renpected  Trustees.  In  relation  to  said  collections, 
wbeD  tbis  BeT.  Body,  upon  the  dlscoverr  of  sufllclent  funds,  shall  proceed  to  fullltl 
aa  tar  a*  possible  tbe  wishes  of  tbe  honorable  sentlemen.  the  Trustees,  tbougb  wltb 
tbe  expectation  and  on  Ibe  condition  tbat  said  Trustees  shsll  solemnly  bind  tbem- 
selres  by  resolution  or  otherwise,  to  nominate  or  call  no  Professor  Tbeologlaa  In 
Queens  College,  except  on  foregoing  consultation  wltb  an  approTal  of  tbe  General 
Synod  <a  oar  Cbarch.  Tbe  Bev.  Body  tnrther  ordain  to  defer  tbe  execution  of  the 
■lith  articles  of  the  Inst  Extra  Synod,  tonchlng  the  providing  of  a  fond  tor  the  Sup- 
port of  tbe  Professorship,  to  the  next  Extra  Meeting. 


CuuECH  Order. 

Professor  Llvlngstrai.  as  me  of  the  comnittlee  on  tlie  ■ubject,  report  to  tbla  B 
Body  that  be  bad  adapted,  as  was  deemed  necessary,  the  English  translation  of 
rales  for  the  regulation  of  Dntcb  churches  ordained  In  the  Synod  of  Dorl,  to  Ic 
and  other  clrcamslances.  and  now  presented  It  for  approval  at  the  table  of  the  B 
Body ;  whereupon  Ibe  Bev.  Body  proceeded  to  revise  tbe  same,  article  by  art! 
which  being  done.  It  seemed  lit  to  them  to  appoint  a  committee  to  revise  them  an 
and  preaeat  tbem  at  tbe  Extra  Meeting  of  Synod  la  the  next  spring.  Tbe  Bev.  t 
feasor  LlvlngstoD,  and  Dra.  Linn  and  Kuypers,  each  wltb  one  of  their  Elders  w 
appointed  tha  committee. 


The  State  Gives  Large  Donatioss  to  CoLtTMBiA  College. 


Passed  April   Utb.   1TS2.      (Sess. 


Edit.   vol.   11 


s  Reformed  Ddtch  Chdrchb 
May  9-12,  1792. 


IN  North  America, 


Chubch  Order. 

r  Livingston  reports.  Id  tbe  name  of  tbe  committee,  that  upon  mature 
eooBlderatlon  of  this  subject.  It  appears  to  tbem  that,  besides  a  translation  of  tbe 
articles  Byn.  Dord..  It  will  be  necessary  to  add  some  artldea  In  explanation  of  the 
way  and  manner  In  which  said  Church  Order  of  Dord.  Is  pnt  Into  practice,  agreeably 
to  tbe  ArtJelea  of  Tlnlon  ordained  ITTl,  to  the  end  tbat  thua  from  one  or  the  other 
tha  paopla  In  general  may  be  able  to  form,  a  correct  conception  of  our  mode  of 
CbBTCb  Oovemment.  He  farther  Informed  the  Rev.  Body,  tbat  not  only  was  the 
tmtalatloD  tt  said  articles  Syn.  Natlools  completed,  but  In  part,  also,  the  draft  of 
tba  azplanatoTy  articles;  and  Deo  Talents,  they  wonld  be  ready  to  be  t}t«M^'t<»&  ^.i« 
apprar*!  at  tiw  next  Synod  In  October.     B«ioIved,  Ttut  tba  ^ftv.  %q&3  Vn 
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manoer  approve  of  such  mode  of  exhibition  their  form  of  Church  Goiremment,  tad 
will  expect  that  all  the  papers  pertaining  thereto  will  he  carefully  presented  at  the 
Synod  which  Is  to  be  held  at  New  Tork  the  coming  October. 


Day  of  Fasting  and  Prateb. 

Dr.  Nicolas  Lansing.  In  the  name  of  the  Bey.  Claaais  of  Hackaoaack,  preaented  a 
reqiifiBt  for  the  appointment  of  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  on  account  of  the  proa* 
trate  atate  of  the  Church  of  God,  and  the  dearth  and  deadnesa  of  JtiiOTah*a  people. 
SliNe,  however,  the  Supreme  Magistracy  of  the  United  States  appears  to  cootemplatt 
appointing  a  day  of  general  faatlng  and  prayer  thronghoat  these  States,  this  sabjtet 
is  postponed  until  the  next  Synod. 


Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

1792,  July  23rd.  Synodalia.  Art.  43  ad  45.  The  Committee 
ad  res  Exteras  gave  information  about  New  York  and  New  Jer- 
sey,    xvi  156. 

Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  July-Aug.  1792. 

Article  43. — New  York  and  New  Jersbt. 

Their  Hon.  Mightinesses,  the  Corresponding  Delegates,  the 
Deputies  and  the  Classes  are  longing  for  information  and  hoping 
to  hear  good  things  from  those  churches.  But  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam  cannot  satisfy  that  longing  as  no  letters  have  been 
received  from  them. 

General    Convention    of    Reformed    Dutch    CnuRcnEs  in 

North  America,  October  2-6,  1792. 

Adoption  of  a  Church  Constitution. 

Extracts. 

Invited  and  Present  Ministers  and  Elders. 

The  Rev.  Brethren,  Ministers  and  Elders,  who  were  Invited,  to  the  end  tbtt  tin 
Rev.  Body  might  enjoy  their  counsel  and  assistance,  respecting  the  weighty  ioWect 
of  Church  Order,  etc.,  arrived,  and  according  to  credentials,  were  found  to  be: 

From  the  Rev.  Classis  of  New  York. — The  Rev.  Professor  Joannes  H.  UvinfitflD, 
with  his  Elder.  Peter  Wilson;  Dr.  Petrus  I^w,  with  his  Elder,  Nlc  Sch«ick;  Dr. 
Martlnns  Schoonmaker,  with  his  Elder,  Jacob  Sharp :  Dr.  J.  Jackson,  with  hii  Bider, 
John  Meyer. 

From  the  Rev.  Classis  of  New  Brunswick. — Dr.  Bllaa  Van  Bumchotai  and  Dt 
Benjamin  Du  Bols,  wVUi  bVa  ^\d%T,  l8iCA\^\i%  Hubbert;  and  Dr.  Peter  Stadtfocd,  vitk 
his  elder,  Edward  Bunn. 
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From  tb*  B«T.  CliMls  at  HackensBck. — Dr.  Wannoldiu  Eunwra,  and  Dr.  HotrlettB 
BetiaoDmaktr,  irltb  hla  Elder,  Henrr  Elpp. 

Prom  0»  Her.  ClsMli  at  Elngaton. — Dt.  SttphaiiDi  aoeticbiQB,  wltb  bla  Elder, 
Cbrlitophtr  Ottrandcr;  Or.  Andrew  Onj,  with  bli  Elder,  JMOoes  Van  KiMk;  Dr. 
kl0M«  Frollgti,  with  Us  Elder,  David  Smith;  Dr.  Abraham  Tan  Horn,  wltb  hla 
Elder,  Heor;  Uoweri. 

rrom  tbe  Rev.  Claral*  of  Albany. — Dr.  D.  Bomejn,  B.  8.  Tbeol.  Doet,.  with  hla 
BIder,  Abraham  Suits :  Dr.  Joannes  DsmarMt,  wltb  bla  Elder,  A 


Chttsch  Obdek. 

Prafeaaor  LlTlngaton  reported,  that  be  bad  eomplMed  the  work  lntniat«d  to  bin 
at  the  laat  extra  Srnod  on  Cbnreh  Order,  and  brooght  to  the  table  a  draft  of  Eiplana- 
tor?  Article!  tor  Bjnodlcal  approval ;  whetcnpoo.  BjDOd  ware  pleaaed  to  appoint  a 
committee  carefullj  to  examine  said  draft,  and  report  thereon,  (taitl*  fiinHXIa.  Pn>- 
feasor  LlTlngston,  Drs.  William  Linn,  D.  nomejn,  Solomon  FrollKh,  Jno.  Baastt, 
Peter  Stndlford,  and  Samuel  Smith,  with  Abnbam  Dnrjee,  Philip  Bcborler,  Comellna 
Tan  Teghten,  Odward  Bonn,  and  lobn  Woertman,  Elder*,  wet*  appolnttd  ••  tbU 


The  Ber.  Committee  brought  In  the  following  report,  wblch  was  Diade  a  Bjnodlcal 

The  Ber.  Body,  taking  ap  this  L«mma,  And  that  It  orlgloatcd  In  the  yew  1T8S, 
(Art  XXTII.]  since  whlelx  lime  It  has  been  continued  and  bas  be«o  made  ■  anbjeet 
of  action  from  time  to  time,  until  the  present  senlon,  when  w«  luiTe  tbo  bapplOM* 
of  seeing  all  the  branches  perlalnlng  to  this  weighty  *ab]ect  completed  and  brongbt 
to  the  table. 

Tbe  Bev.  Bodr  hailng  Inspected  the  same,  and  read  It  article  b]r  article,  and 
approred  both  tbe  tr«nBli,tlon  of  th«  ecclesiastical  regulations  of  tbe  Synod  «(  Dort, 
IB  the  years  1618  and  ISIQ,  and  the  Explanatory  ArtlClM  relatlTe  to  the  same,  show- 
ing how  they  are  applied  to  the  Beformed  Churcb  In  this  coontry.  agreeably  to  tbe 
Artlclee  of  Union,  of  (he  years  ITTl  and  ITTS,  all  the  Bbt.  Brethren  formally  and 
•Dlemnly  recognised  aald  Articles  as  a  Just  eipoalllon  of  the  natore  and  mode  of  the 
gOTenunent  and  discipline  received  and  establlihed  In  aald  churches ;  and  the  same 
are  to  that  end  In  tbe  moat  earnest  manner  commended  to  all  the  members  of  their 
widely  extended  congregations,  as  the  Ecclesiastical  Bule  of  Ihe  Dutch  Beformed 
Church  Id  North  America:  and  Professor  LIvlngstOD  and  Dr.  William  Unn  and  ths 
Elder,  Ur.  Peter  Wilson,  sre  sppolnted  s  committee  to  Issue  said  work,  who  shall 
exercise  care  over  Us  phraseology,  without  assuming  to  attempt  the  least  change  In 


Enoij3h  Psalmody. 

The  Ber.  Body  dlr«ct  that  Professor  Uvlngston  be  thanked  for  hla  serrtees  In  com- 
piling and  editing,  as  well  *a  procnrlog  a  copyright  of  the  English  Teralfleatlon  of 
tbe  PMlms;  and  said  ProfesBOr  Is  hereby  appointed,  In  tbe  name  of  thla  Be*.  Body, 
to  do  whater^r  farther  pertains  to  this  subject 


Ecclesiastical  Books  and  Pafeks. 

On  propoaal.  it  Is  recomm^ded  to  the  Ber.  Claseei  to  make  carefal  Inquiry  after,. 
and  bring  to  the  table  of  thla  Ber.  Body,  at  their  next  aasembllng,  all  books  and 
papoa  of  the  old,  aa  well  as  tbe  subaeqaeat  Coetaa  and  Conferentle  Bodlea,  which 
•I*  fonnd  witbin  tbeir  Jurlsdlctloa;  as  also  an  accurate  and  deBnlt*  aecoont  of  the 
time  of  tbe  formatton  of  tbe  congregatlaiia,  and  of  ths  peraona  by  whom  It  was 
effected,  wltb  an  accompanying  historic  narrative  of  the  moat  noteworthy  erenta 
Vlltdl  hare  occurred  from  time  to  time,  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be  oiewTV«& 
amoDg  tbe  papers  of  tbe  Bev.  Synod,  aa  tb«  UattnicaV  Aocmntiit*  ^  ma  <^nx<a. 
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Professorship. 

The  ReT.  Body  ordain,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  dense  a  plan  for  the 
promotion  of  the  object  comprehended  under  this  Lemma,  and  to  report  therecm  dar- 
ing the  session  of  this  Sjnod.  The  Rev.  Drs.  William  Linn  and  Dlrck  Romeyn,  with 
Peter  Wilson,  Rider,  were  appointed. 

The  respected  committee  brought  in  the  following  report,  tIs.  : 

The  committee  taking  Into  consideration  this  weighty  subject,  with  the  Tarious 
plans,  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  the  Professorship,  at  various  times  pre- 
sented to  the  Synod,  find  them  associated  with  such  rast  difflcnlties,  that  they  are 
unable  at  present  to  fix  upon  anything  which  might  be  practicable  or  effectual  for  Its 
accomplishment.  The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  Rev.  Synod  should 
continue  to  keep  this  subject  allre,  and  under  notice,  in  expectation  that  it  will 
please  the  Ix>rd  and  King  of  his  Church  to  open  a  door  to  free  their  Professor  from 
such  hindrances  in  the  execution  of  his  Professorship,  as  he  has  heretofore  been  sab> 
Ject  to,  and  put  It  In  his  power  wholly  to  derote  himself  to  its  particular  duties. 

This  report,  being  read  and  approved,  was  made  a  Synodical  ordinance;  and  sines 
some  of  the  students  of  dlrinlty  And  it  exceedingly  difficult,  on  account  of  deflclency 
of  means,  to  pursue  their  studies  In  the  commercial  emporium  of  New  Tork,  under 
the  care  of  the  Professor,  the  Rev.  Synod  Judge  that  one  or  more  of  the  brethren 
in  the  country  should  be  nominated  and  appointed  to  carry  forward  such  students 
for  the  holy  ministry.  In  hope  that  It  will  please  the  great  Lord  and  King  of  his 
Church  speedily  to  open  a  way  for  the  placing  of  the  Professorship  on  a  desirable 
basis;  and  for  this  purpose,  Drs.  Solomon  Frollgh,  V.  D.  M.  at  Hackensack  and 
Schraalenbergh.  and  Dlrck  Romeyn,  S.  8.  Theol.  Doct.  and  Minister  at  Schenectady, 
are  nominated  and  appointed. 


Episcopal  Church  in  Alba^nY,  1792. 

The  old  English  Church  which  stood  in  the  centre  of  State  street,  opposite  Bar- 
rack, now  Chapel  street,  was  erected  in  1715.  It  was  alluded  to  by  Kalm,  in  1740, 
as  being  built  of  stone,  without  a  steeple,  and  standing  directly  under  the  Fort.  The 
tower  on  the  west  end,  was  a  distinct  structure,  erected  after  1750.  The  bell  was 
cast  In  England,  and  Is  still  used  In  St  Peter's  Church,  bearing  this  inscription: 
St  Peter's  Church,  In  Albany,  1751;  J.  Ogilvie,  minister;  J.  Stevenson,  E.  Collins, 
wardens.  Rev.  Tbos.  Ellison  was  the  last  pastor  who  officiated  in  the  old  church. — 
Munseirs  Annals  i.  285. 

Acts  of  the  Ci^vssis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York  and  Xew  Jerset. 

1793,  Jiilv  22nd.  S\Tiodalia.  Art.  43  ad  43.  The  Classis  is 
able  at  present  to  impart  no  particular  information  concerning 
New  York  and  Xow  Jersey,     xvi.   185. 

SvXOI)  OK   XORTII   ITOLI^VND,   JuLY-AuG.    1703. 

Article  43. — Nkw  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Their  High  ilightinesses,  the  Corresponding  Delegates  and  the 
Deputies,  are  longing  for  information,  and  hoping  to  hear  good 
things  from  those  churches.  But  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  can- 
not satisfy  that  \oT\g;\i\5;  ^?,  xvo  X^Wqt'^  Wx^  been  received. 
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The  Paeticulab  Synod  of  Re:fo8mbd  Dutch  Chubchbs  in 

NoHTH  Amekica,  Oct.  1-4, 1793. 

ExtTftcta. 

ChDECH-OkDEH  OE  C0N8TITDTION. 

T&e  ItanlDg  at  the  CONSTITDTION  of  the  Befomed  Datcb  elinrehea  In  America 
having  been  rtKarded  aa  a  mattar  of  Ereat  Importance,  and  meaaarea  havlDS  be«a 
taken  bj  manj'  BuccesstTC  Srnoda  to  carry  the  lame  Into  eiecDtloii;  and  tbe  propoaal 
of  Proreasor  Llrlninon.  made  Id  tb«  Bxtra  Srnod  Of  Mar,  1T9Z,  to  embrace,  In  cer- 
tain Eiplanatorr  Articles,  a  general  account  01  the  goTemment  and  dlaelpltne  of  tbe 
Doteb  chnrchea.  a*  veil  aa  tbe  particular  manner  In  which  tbe  rCKnlaUona  adopted 
In  tb«  lamt  National  Synod,  held  In  Dordrecht,  arc  to  be  toUoired  and  applied  to 
local  clr«nmBtance>  In  America,  having  be«n  likevlse  received,  and  said  Explanatory 
Artlclea  placed  upon  the  table  of  tbe  Oeoeral  Bynod,  held  In  New  York,  In  October, 
17fl2;  tbe  tranilatloo  alio  of  the  BCCLE8I48TICAL  KDLEB  of  MJd  Bynod  of  Dord- 
recht bavins  been  nnanlmooBly  approved,  aad  orders  gtven  that  the  whole  aboald  be 
eonunllted  to  the  preaa :  Profeaeor  UvlngatoD,  In  the  name  of  tbe  committee,  reported 
to  thla  Body,  that  tbe  nme  bad  been  happily  completed,  and  exhibited  tbe  BOOK 
containing  the  Utargy  and  Oovemment  of  the  Church,  embraced  In  tbe  Ecclealai Ileal 
Bnlea,  and  Explanatory  Artlclea  of  tbe  Befonned  Dotch  Chnrehea  In  America.  A^ree- 
•bty  to  the  (DreBOlng  resolatlooa  of  the  Synod,  Synod  received  tbe  same  nitb 
approbation,  and  with  thanksgivings  to  the  Lord  Jetas  Cbrfat,  on  wboae  shoulders  ti 
the  government  of  the  Church,  and  who  has  hitherto  preserved  and  bleaaed  tl 
Befonned  Church,  and  enabled  Its  members  to  present  their  CONSTITDTION  In 
manner  which  they  regard  acceptable  to  Him :  and  not  without  expectation  that  tb« 
■ame  will  be  contemplated  with  satisfaction  by  other  persnaBlons,  being  convlneed 
that  It  will  subserve  the  promotion  of  piety  and  good  order  In  the  respective  congre- 
gations. Tbe  Bev.  Synod,  therefore,  with  all  earnestness,  recommend  tbia  pnbllea- 
tion  to  all  their  coDgregatlons,  and  cannot,  at  tbe  same  time,  retrain  from  teatttylng 
their  thankfulness  to  the  memben  of  the  eooiulttee  apptinted  to  carry  forward  thla 


Correspondence  With  the  Church  of  Holland. 

The  DeputatI  report,  that  since  the  I»t  sesalan  no  letter  has  come  to  hand  from 
tbe  Bev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam.  Ordered,  that  Dr.  Solonion  Prolfgb  and  Oerardns  A. 
Euypers,  DeputatI  SynodI,  address  themielvea  to  tbe  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland, 
through  •  letter  to  the  Bev.  Clasals  of  Amsterdam,  representlog  to  them  the  general 
condition  of  the  Beformed  Dutch  Cbnrcb  In  tbls  coutitry,  as  likewise  that  tbe  Synod 
bad  once  and  again  transmitted  their  minutea  and  bad  received  no  reply,  with  tbe 
request  that  the  previous  correspondence  with  the  Cbnrcb  of  Holland  mar  be  con- 
tinued, and  that  they  will  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  tbe  minutes  of  thla  Body  aa 
■oon  as  It  be  considered  safe. 


FnMDS. 

Mr.  John  Basset,  who  had  put  forth  his  otmost  exertions  to  procnre  fonda  for 
Queens  College,  agreeably  to  tbe  resolution  of  (he  Synod  of  October.  ITOl,  at  present 
having  a  aum  of  money  In  hand,  solicited  the  advice  of  Synod  as  to  the  disposal  to 
be  made  of  said  money.  It  appeared  to  the  Synod,  from  authentic  reporta.  that  the 
TmsteeB  of  Queens  College  recently,  without  seeking  tbe  approval  of  Synod,  or  com- 
nnnlcatlng  to  tbem,  as  was  proper,  Ibelr  iDtentlons,  had  made  propoaala  to  tbe  Trus- 
tee* of  Princeton  College  to  form  a  onton  with  tbem,  which.  It  carried  Into  eSeAt, 
would  not  OBly  destroy  the  expectatloas  ot  the  Rynoft  twin&e&  ^vn  <dw>  T«y*.\s&. 
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promlM  and  reprewnutlont  of  the  Tmttcec  of  nld  leiDliMry,  bat,  besides,  serre  for 
the  complete  annihilation  of  the  aanie.  In  conaeqaenoe  of  thla  report,  npoB  cala 
conaideratloo,  the  Rev.  Body  determined: 

1.  That  such  fentlemen  as  haye  exerted  themselTes  to  collect  funds,  a^eesblj  t» 
the  Bynodlcal  resolution  of  October  ll^U  and  have  already  handed  oyer  the  same  to 
the  Trustees  of  Queens  College,  have  undoubtedly  acted  accordtaif  to  what  seemed  to 
them  the  tense  and  meaning  of  said  resolution,  and  thus  seem  not  to  be  to  blame; 
but  that  such  as  still  have  in  hand  any  of  the  collected  moneys  are  directed  not  to 
deliver  them  to  the  Trustees  of  Queens  College,  but  to  deposit  them  In  some  of  the 
public  banks  for  safe  keeplog,  until  Synod  shall  hare  fully  understood  whether  the 
Trustees  of  Queens  College  haye  not,  by  such  proposals,  so  far  departed  from  their 
former  position  and  relation,  that  It  Is  impossible  for  the  Synod,  consistently  with 
right  and  agreeably  to  the  solemn  promises  made  in  their  name  to  sobscrlbers  and 
contributors,  to  bestow  up<m  said  college  any  further  sums  collected  under  the 
patronage  of  the  Dutch  Church. 

It  was  directed  that  Mr.  Basset,  with  all  others  In  like  coodltloa,  be  famished 
with  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

2.  That  the  resolution  which  was  passed  October  18,  1791,  to  secure  subscrlptloBi 
for  the  benefit  of  Queens  College,  and  on  account  of  which  plan  for  the  establlahment 
of  a  fund  for  the  Professorship  was  formed,  shall  be  regarded  as  wholly  suspended, 
and  not  again  to  be  in  foroe  until  the  Synod  shall  haye  taken  new  measores  In  rela- 
tion to  this  subject. 


Pbofessorsiiip. 

All  the  Rey.  Classes  haye  this  eubject  in  Acti$. 

The  Rey.  Claasie  of  Hackensack  laid  the  following  extract  from  their  minutes 
before  the  Synod : 

**The  Rey.  Classls  profoundly  lament  that  the  salutary  object  under  this  Lemma 
seems  thus  far  to  have  been  frustrated ;  whereto.  In  their  estimation.  It  has  not  a 
little  contributed,  that  the  Rev.  Synod  have  frequently  taken  measures  for  the  8up> 
port  of  Queens  College,  under  which  the  I*rofe»8or«hIp  has  always  been  contemplated 
as  merely  a  subordinate  object,  and  especially  that  the  recently  collected  moneys 
were  not  directed  to  be  dellvere<l  to  the  Quaestor  of  Synod,  to  be  first  and  principally 
applied  to  the  advancement  of  the  Professorship,  as  being  of  much  greater  Importance 
to  our  Church  than  said  institution.  The  Rev.  Clnssis  are  of  opinion  that,  by  reas<m 
of  the  manifold  inconveniences  which  attend  the  study  of  Sacred  Theology,  both 
under  the  Professor  and  elsewbere.  the  Rev.  Synod  should,  in  the  speediest  manner, 
put  forth  its  utmost  endeavors  to  establish  a  Professoral  School,  and  release  the 
Professor  from  parochial  service,  to  the  end  that  he  may  devote  himself  wholly  to  the 
duties  of  his  office." 

The  Rev.  Synod,  taking  this  subject  Into  careful  consideration,  unite  with  the  Rev. 
Classis  of  Hackensack  In  lamenting  that  a  subject  which  has  always  been  regarded 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  well-being  of  the  Church,  and  which,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  our  ecclesiastical  existence  in  America,  has  been  regarded  as  worthy  of  atten- 
tion, has,  by  various  adverse  circtimstances,  from  time  to  time  been  frustrated.  The 
Synod,  deeply  Impressed  with  the  necessity  of  bringing  this  object  to  a  completion, 
and  fully  convinced  that  the  respective  congregations,  and  besides  all,  the  members 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  will  heartily  unite  upon  a  subject  which  sustains  so  inti- 
mate a  relation  to  the  CONSTITT'TION  and  well-being  of  our  Church,  have  Rnolved, 
that  the  resolution  of  the  session  of  May,  1701,  which  was  suspended,  too  afford  the 
better  opportunity  to  make  collections  for  Queens  College,  be  revived  and  be  r^^rded 
as  In  full  force.  To  the  end  that  this  matter  may  be  better  made  known  in  all  the 
churches  which  will  be  applied  to  for  aid  by  the  respective  ministers  and  Consistories, 
the  Synod  direct  the  substance  of  said  resolution  to  be  proposed  in  this  article,  which 
reads  as  follows,  viz. : 

"The  Rev.  Synod,  taking  this  important  subject  into  further  serious  consideration, 
and  being  desirous  that,  as  soon  as  possible,  something  decisive  may  be  done  for  the 
promotion  of  the  same,  have  «e<^Ti  tvx  \o  u.'^v^Vckl  i^  committee  to  deylss  a  plan  sub- 
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HnrlcDt  thereto,  aod  to  report  thereof  dmite  Synodo.     Id  cooMqnence  of  tbia  appoint- 
ment,  tbe  follawlDg  report  va*  prewnted,  tIi.  : 

"That  the  Supreme  Srnod  iboold  flrit,  and  &b0T«  all,  Mtk  UMUU  to  eooitltDle  ■ 
fund  for  the  malntenanc*  ot  tbe  Profenorahlp,  and  to  tbat  end,  tabs  tabacrtptlODB  In 
all  tbe  congrecatloDB,  and  continue  them,  U  It  be  deemed  necenar;,  for  tbre«  jeara 
In  (accenlon ;  and  that  the  collected  moneri  be  Immedlatelj  emplored  to  oriflnate  a 
•ecnre  capital  with  aultable  Intereat." 

Tbli  report  bavliiE  been  read,  wai  made  a  Bfnodical  reaolDtloa ;  In  addition  to 
whlcb,  tbe  Ber.  Sjnod  fnrtb«r  Jadca,  tbat  aald  lubaerlptlona,  and  the  collecting  of 
moaeri  in  the  different  congresatlona,  iboold  be  made  In  aneh  manner  aa  the  roapec- 
tire  Conilitorlea  of  th*  conrregadoDa  Jndge  beat;  and  tbat  the  mcoeri,  Immedlatelr 
upon  their  reception,  iball  be  traumltted  bjr  tbe  reapectlTt  Conalitorlea  tn  the  Hon. 
Peter  Wllaon,  of  Long  liland.  who.  In  tbe  character  of  agent  of  thla  K«t.  Bodj.  shall 
taltbfQllr  employ  the  tame  for  the  formadon  of  a  capital,  which  he  aball  deliver  to 
tbe  corporation  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Charch  of  Nev  York,  who  ahall  presane  what 
!■  thtta  iDtnuted  to  them  for  the  benefit  of  all  tbe  Dotch  eborcbea,  and  dlspoee  thereof 
onlj'  In  BceordaDce  with  the  dlrecllons  of  the  General  Brnod. 

It  waa  directed  tbat  a  cop;  of  thla  ardcle  be  Immedlatelr  trantmltted  to  the  BeT. 
Conalatarlea  of  each  congr^atlon. 


Lboiblatuhsi  of  T^kw  York  Refdbbs  to  Aixow  a  Lotteby  for 

Chuboh  of  Q&sbhbush, 

From  Albany  Gazette,  February  10,  1784. 

The  eommltIM  ot  tbe  banee  of  aaaemblj  to  wbom  waa  referred  the  pedtloD  ot  tba 
Reformed  Dolcb  Charcb  Id  Oreentmeb  for  a  lattery  to  ralae  money  to  complete  their 
charch,  reported  agalnet  granting  tbe  petition.— Unnaell'i  Annala  of  Albanj,  Vol.  HI. 


German  Bsforubd  Church,  Albaitt. 
Act  for  sale  of  Building,  March  27,  1794. 

"Whereaa  It  bath  been  represented  that  Paul  Hocbitraaaer,  John  Abbot  and  Jofaa 
miman,  having  expended  large  lame  ot  money  in  erecting  a  bolldlog  tor  tbe 
Beformed  German  congregation  In  tbe  clly  Ot  Albany,  with  aondry  appartenancea, 
which  eams  were  never  relmburaed  by  tbe  aald  Mngregadon  thtongta  tbe  meana  ot 
tfaeir  inability. 

And  whereae  also  It  has  been  further  repreaented,  tbat  tbe  aald  congregation  la 
dlepersed.  and  the  balldlng  become  neeleia.  Be  It  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  Stata 
ot  New  York,  repreaented  In  Senate  and  Aaaembly,  Tbat  Abraham  Ban,  Teanla  T, 
Tan  Vecbten  and  John  C.  Cuyler  lie.  and  are  hereby  appointed  truatee^  tot  tbe  par- 
pose  of  selling  tbe  aforeaald  balldlng,  with  tba  apportenancea.  eielualve  of  tbe  right 
ci  soli ;  and  oat  of  the  moneya  therefrom  arising,  to  settle  wltb  all  aneh  peraons  who 
may  have  any  demands  agalnat  the  same;  and  should  the  moneys  therefrom  arising 
not  be  competent  to  satiate  the  said  clalma,  tbey  shall  be  and  are  hereby  authorised 
to  pay  each  claimant  a  Just  proportion  of  the  moneya  arising  from  the  said  premises. 
according  to  his,  her,  or  tbelr  respective  demands."  (See  nnder  Feb.  ITTZ.) — Hon- 
■ell's  Annals.  I.  12a 

Classis  of  Amsterdaw. 
1794,  July  21st.     Synodalia.     Art.  43  ad  43.     The  Committee 
lias  received  no  information  from  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 
xvi214. 
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Synod  of  North  Holland,  July-Auo.  1794. 

Articlk  43. — Xkw  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  entire  Assembly  desires  information,  but  Amsterdam  had 
received  no  letters. 

Particular  Synod  of  Eeformed  Dutch  Churcues  in  North 

America,  October  1794. 

Extracts. 

CnuRCii  Order. 

The  object  of  this  article  having  been  attained,  it  is  no  longer 
continued.  The  delegates  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Hackensack 
stated  that  some  dissatisfaction  had  arisen  among  the  members  of 
said  Classis,  by  the  issuing  of  the  explanatory  articles  of  our 
Constitution  in  the  English  language  only,  at  the  same  time  pray- 
ing that  tho  same  might  also  be  translated  and  published  in  the 
Dutch.  The  Svnod  arc  of  opinion  that  this  matter  pertains  alto- 
gether to  the  General  Synod. 

CoRKKSPONDENCK   OF  THE   ClIURCH  OF  IIoLLAXD. 

Tho  Depulali  Synodi  report^^il  that  they  had  propared  a  letter  to 
send  to  Holland,  but  that  no  opportunity  had  yet  occurred  to  for- 
ward the  same. 

Funds. 

Since  it  appears,  from  tho  minutes  of  the  last  held  General 
Svnod,  that,  on  account  of  satisfactory  information  received  from 
the  Trustees  of  Qnoons  College  that  no  union  has  been  formed 
with  the  College  of  J^rinceton,  (the  expectation  of  which  event 
led  the  Particular  Synod  to  forbid  the  delivering  of  certain  col- 
lections,) that  Eev.  Body  have  consequently  annulled  the  prohibi- 
tion. This  S\Tiod  unite  in  said  act,  and  recommend  to  all  who 
have  in  possession  any  of  the  moneys  to  hand  them  over  to  the 
Trustees  of  Queens  College. 
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GeRUAN  liEFOtUIED  CuURCH,  NeW  YoBK. 

Call  of  tlie  Eev.  George  Pbilipp  Miledoler,  May  6,  1795. 

Alter  the  receipt  of  the  reBlgnstlon  of  our  former  pastor.  Johum  D.  Orou,  It  was 
reiolred  to  proceed  ta  elect  ■  ihbii  »  succesKir,  la  wbom  the  congregation  eanld  put 
coDfldeoce,  when  according  to  the  rote  of  the  ConslitoTy.  onil  the  choice  of  the  mem- 
bera  of  the  coDKregBllon  of  the  Bti □helical  Eetormed  Church  in  New  York,  foil  the 
Bev.  Oeo,  P.  Miledoler,  wai  declared  dul;  elected,  u  a  man  gifted,  and  from  whom 
titer  might  expect  all  that  became  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  Id  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Cliurch ;  aod  In  particular,  that  jou  would  promote  the  peace  >Bd  good  will  of  the 
congregation. 

We  therefore,  hereby  call  jou  to  be  our  Shepherd  and  Paator,  In  t>ehalt  and  name 
of  said  Evangelical  Reformed  Church  In  New  York,  on  the  condltloas  common  to  the 
OlBce  of  a  minister,  such  as  a  blameless  walk  and  coareraatlOD.  so  that  ;ou  ma;  be 
an  example.  Id  God's  hand,  of  winning  man;  souls,  and  atreugthenltig  the  bonds  of 
peace  In  our  midst ;  also,  that  rou  will  be  expected  to  fulfil  the  tollowlog  duties : 

1st  To  preach  two  sermons  every  Baodar,  one  In  the  morning  and  one  In  the 
■flemoon.  every  third  sermoo  to  be  In  the  English  language,  but  so  arranged  that  this 
■ermon  take  place  Id  the  afternoon.  Every  morning  there  shall  tw  a  German  aermon, 
and  the  minister  stiall,  after  having  read  a  verse  or  two  Of  the  Iljmn,  read  the 
Gospel  for  the  da;  Id  front  of  the  altar. 

2nd.  To  administer  the  Lord's  Supper  four  times  a  year.  vli.  Elaater,  Whltanndar, 
Christmas,  Ulchealmas  Sunday,  with  a  preparatory  lecture. 

The  preparatory  lecture  and  Communion  aod  ThanksglvlDg  sermon  must  be  In  the 
German  language,    even   If    they    should   tall    upoo    the   time   for   the   usual   English 

3rd.  To  iDitruct  the  youth  Id  the  Heldelt>erg  Catechism,  and  when  old  enougb,  Rich 
other  Instruction  oecessaiy  to  their  being  admitted  to  the  communion. 

Itb.  To  administer  the  discipline  according  to  the  wise  provisions  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  and  the  uoerrlng  word  of  God. 

5th,  To  baptize  the  children,  being  remunerated  therefore  by  never  less  than  four 
■hillings. 

eth.  Marriage  and  funeral  orations  when  desired,  shall  be  paid  for  according  to  the 
time,  etc.,  but  never  leas  than  one  dollar. 

Tth.  The  sick  and  afflicted  shall  be  visited  by  the  minister  alone,  and  especially  at 
proper  seasons  by  him,  with  members  of  the  Consistory. 

Sth.  The  minister  shall  when  Deccssary.  call  together  the  Consistory,  and  assist 
them  and  help  to  carry  out  whatever  may  be  resolved  upon  by  them :  also,  look  after 
the  poor,  widows  and  orphaos  belonging  to  the  congregation  aod  tbelr  relatives  when 
requested  to  do  so.  and  all  other  duHes  connected  with  the  feait  days  kqit  by  the 
Reformed  Church. 

9tb.  Should  the  minister  wish  to  accept  a  call  to  another  church,  or  for  other 
reasons  lo  give  up  bis  offlce.  he  sbsll  give  notice  of  the  same  to  the  Consistory  threa 
months  beforehand,  so  that  they  may  have  time  to  elect  snolber  In  his  place. 

10th.  Should  the  congregation  (which  It  Is  hoped  will  not  be  the  case)  have  cause 
lo  dissolve  the  coooectloa,  the  minister  no  longer  laboring  to  the  edifleaUon  of  the 
people,  they  shall  also  give  bim  three  months  notice  of  the  same. 

11th.  The  minister  shall  as  customary,  have  four  free  Sundays. 

And  as  It  Is  but  Just  and  christian  .like,  (hat  those  who  labor  In  a  christian  con- 
grcgaUoD  should  be  respected,  we  promise  to  love  and  reverence  you,  and  to  aid  and 
assist  you,  ao  that  your  Isbors  may  be  blessed  among  us,  and  In  all  that  appertalDi 
to  our  office  to  act  tor  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  Church.  We  further  promise 
joa  the  yearly  salary  of  Two  hundred  pounds.  New  York  eurreacj,  payable  quarterly, 
which  shall  be  paid  so  long  ss  you  may  fulOl  the  above  conditions  and  remain  with 
aa.  For  this  purpose,  we  will  take  care  that  you  are  fnmlsbed  with  n  lawful  certlfl- 
ente  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  sealed  witb  their 

We  mnat  acknowledge  that  this  salary  Is  imall,  bat  Ibe  present  state  of  the  Church 
Biakea  It  Impossible  to  raise  the  amount — but  should  the  congregatloti  Inevvuft -ui6vt 
yonr  ministry,   and   peace  prevail,   wbtch  Oo4  gT«nt,  -we  fttnAA  thA.  \».^  '*>*-'t  ^'^ 


4372  EcxiLBSiASTiCAL  Bbcordb 

1795 

Reformed  Church  in  New  York  would  with  much  ple^mire  gtre  70Q  further  proof  af 
their  respect  and  lore. 

We  heeeech  70a  to  take  thla  call  Into  conslderatloii,  In  hopes  that  the  Bnkr  af 
hearts  maj  make  all  work  for  his  glory  and  aalTatlon  of  the  immortal  soola  of  Ui 
children.  Done  at  a  meeting  of  the  Consistory,  for  this  purpose  assemhled,  on  tki 
0th  May,  1795,  and  signed  with  our  hands. 

John  H.  Liegem.  Heinrich  Billing,  Johann  N.  Grentsehach,  Martlii  Becchui, 
Deacons. 

John  C.  Jenney.  John  Millar,  Wilhelm  Leonhardt,  Martin  Bngelhardt.  SMers. 

JOHN  MILLER,  President  of  the  Board  of  Tmstaea 
True  eopie, 

ADOLPH  MILLES,  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  TTosteca 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

1795,  July  20th.  Synodalia.  Art  43  ad  43.  No  informatioB 
has  come  in  from  New  York  and  New  Jersey.     xvL  264. 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  July-Aug.  1795. 

Article  43. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Classes  desired  information,  but  Amsterdam  had  received 
no  reports.  The  Classis  of  Alkmaar  was  of  opinion  that  this 
Article  ought  henceforth  to  be  left  out  of  the  Acts,  that  is,  if  in 
future  no  reports  should  come  in  from  there* 

Particular  Synod  of  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  in  North 

America,  May  3-6,  1796. 
Extracts. 

Cokrf:spoxi>ence  AVitii  the  Church  of  Holland. 

The  Depntati  Synodi  laid  upon  the  table  of  this  Synod  a  letter 
which  they  were  requested  to  write  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
This  letter  being  read,  was  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  forwarded 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Professorate. 

The  Professor  informed  the  S\Tiod  that  he  had  obtained  4 
partial  dismission  from  the  congregation  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected ;  that  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  General  Synod,  be 
had  removed  to  Long  Island,  and  was  in  hopes  that  he  should  now 
be  enabled  to  devote  more  of  his  time  to  students  of  Theology. 
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Acts  of  tbe  Classis  of  Amstk&dau. 
New  York  and  New  Jersey. 
1796,  July  18th.     Synodalk.     Art.  43  ad  43.     No  infonna- 
tion  has  been  received  by  the  ClaseU  from  New  York  and  New 
Jersey,     xvi.  286. 

Syhod  of  North  Hollasb,  Jolt-Abo.  1796, 
Abticlb  43. — New  York  and  New  Jebsby. 
The  CoTTesponding  Delegates  had  Dothing  about  this  matter  in 
their  Acts.  The  Deputies  judged  that  hereafter  this  Article 
might  be  dropped  from  the  Acts.  And,  as  Amsterdam  had  re- 
ceived no  reports,  the  Synod  resolved  that,  if  in  future  no  reports 
come  in  from  there,  this  Article  can  hereafter  be  dropped  from 
.the  Acts,  while  provisionally  it  is  left  standing. 

Fastiottlab  Synod  of  Keformed  Dctch  CHnscHEs  ik  America 

Oct.  5-8,  1796. 

Extracts. 

CORRSSPONDENCE   WlTH    THE    ChCRCH    OF   HOLLAND. 

d  forwarded  tba  letter  to  the  Clual*  of 
t   Byood,  but  bad,  ai  j'et,  reeelred  no 


Professoratb. 

The  following  letter  from  tbe  Ptofesaor  wri  laid  before  tbc  Synod,  and  read : 
To  the  Ber.  Bjnod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Cbarcb  Id  Americft : 

That  the  Cbarcb  !■  sreatl;  tnl«reat«l  In  obtaining  ■  lacceMlon  of  mlnliten.  well 
ealAbllabed  In  the  doctrlnei  at  tbe  Ooapel.  and  capable  of  defending  them,  la  lo 
olniona,  that  every  deoomlnatlon  of  CbrlBtlana  eateem  It  their  duty  to  make  tbe 
moat  ■trenooua  elforta  for  eerurlng  Ibat  dealrable  abject.  Of  tbia,  the  Reformed 
l>ntch  Cbnrcbea  In  Eur<^  have  alwaya  been  deeply  convinced,  and  tbelr  alngular 
•ttentloQ  to  tbe  education  of  candldatca  tor  tbe  mlnlitrr  haa  been  tbe  means  of  pre- 
Mrrtnx  their  reepectabllltj  and  parltr.  Of  thla  alao,  the  aame  ehuTchea  In  America 
•ppear,  from  tbelr  earlleet  aetttement,  to  have  known  and  felt  tbe  Importance.  They 
w«r*  tbe  flrat  nbo  conlemplated  a  public  luitltntlm.  for  the  expreaa  pnrpoae  of 
■SoidtaiK  a  regular  educallon  In  theology,  and  bad  tbey  peraevered,  Ihey  might  at 
tbla  day  bsva  bad  an  eatabllehment  that  wontd  have  done  honor  to  tbemaelvea,  and 
baan  axtnuCiely  ciefol.  Tbe  Dutch  Church,  from  a  variety  of  clrcamatancea,  aeemed 
to  ba  particular./  dwigutad  by  Oivina  PiovldeDea  to  effect  tu«  voiV   "^^a  v^'^iwA 
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coDfldener  was  placed  in  their  orthodoxy ;  the  expectation  of  the  public  was  ralnd, 
aod  other  churches  were  waiting  with  approbation  for  the  accompUshmeDt  of  the 
plan.  A  Profomior  of  Dlrlnlty  was  the  principal  article,  which  the  union  of  tht 
Dutch  Churchofi  in  1771  i^iaranteed.  Thej  pledged  themselTes  to  the  churchea  la 
Holland  to  brln^  it  Into  Immediate  effect,  and  their  government  haa  proceeded  efcr 
aiuce,  and  in  now  actually  founded  upon  the  aupposltion,  that  all  the  atndenti  baft 
obtained  a  rojrnlar  education  In  theology. 

The  syKtem  which   has  been  Interrupted  during  the  war.  waa  In   17S4  maturely 
organized,   nnd  an   appointment   to  the  oflBce  of  Professor  of  Theology   completed; 
resolutions,   to  ol)lljr<»   the  students  to  attend  hl«i  lectures,  were  renewed,  and  the 
Synod  were  solemnly  engiige*!  to  HUpport  the  institution.     It  was  then  conceived  that 
the  estaMishment  would  and  ought  to  exist  alone,  without  any  connection  with  a  col- 
lege, and  resolutions  were  passed  to  call  upon  all  the  churches  to  raise  a  fund,  the 
interest  of  which  would  suflice  for  the  independent  maintenance  of  the  Professorate. 
This  suhjert  has  continually  lieen  brought  forward,  and  the  minutes  of  every  sesskm 
will  testify  with  what  attachment  and  seal  the  repeated  determinations  In  Its  ftivor 
were  made.     One  plan  after  another  has  been  formed,  and  at  length  that  fixed  opoo 
In  the  last  General  Synod  appeared  to  be  unanimous,  adequate,  and  flnaL     Prom  i 
conviction  that  the  institution  was  necessary  to  the  government  and  well-being  of  oar 
churohes.  and  at  the  pressing  request  of  the  Synod,  I  accepted  of  the  office,  with  in 
Its  burdens,  in  full  confldence  of  receiving  the  promised  support  and  coantenaseL 
Amidst  the  cares  of  the  ministry,  and  weighty  parish  duties.  I  have  endeavored,  erea 
to  the  injury  of  my  health,  to  fulfill  also  those  of  the  Professorate,  and  twelve  yean 
have  elapsed  during  which  I  have  continued  my  labors,  in  the  firm  expectation  «( 
having  the  institution  brought  to  a  respectable  lasue.     The  Synod  repeatedly  desired 
me,  as  soon  as  I  could  find  it  practicable,  to  relinquish  a  part  of  my  parochial  serr- 
Ices,  and  retire  some  little  distance  from  the  city,  for  the  better  attendance  and 
accommodation  of  the  students ;  and  for  this  purpose  a  formal  application  was  made; 
in  the  name  of  the  churches,  to  the  congregationa  of  New  York,  to  obtain  thetr  eoa- 
aent  to  such  a  measure.     This,  at  length,  I  have  effected,  but  not  without  the  price 
of  half  my  annual  salary.     It  was  further  wished  that  the  retirement  might  be.  if 
possible,  cm  Ix>n?  Island,  and  I  have,  in  compliance  with  this  wish,  althou^  it  li 
attended  with  peculiar  inconveniences  to  myself,  removed  to  the  island,  where  I  hate 
devoted  my  time  nnd  lalK>rs  more  extensively  than  before,  to  the  students  of  Divinltj, 
whose  numlMTR  lmnio<llfit<»ly  incren»ed  to  more  than  double. 

At  the  session  held  In  May  last.  I  reported  what  I  had  done.  Upon  that  occasion 
it  was  reasonable  for  me  to  expect,  after  making  such  sacrifices  to  comply  with  the 
desire  of  Synod,  that  some  decisive  steps  would  have  been  Immediately  adopted,  to 
carry  Into  execution  the  determination  of  the  last  General  Synod,  or  at  least,  that 
resolutions  expressive  of  the  approbation  and  blessing  of  the  churches,  upon  my 
endeavors  to  serve  them,  would  have  been  made;  but  the  report  waa  barely  minuted, 
and  the  whole  passed  over  In  silence.  The  Professorate  remains  thus  entirely  for- 
saken, and  no  measures  are  pursued,  or  even  proposed,  to  countenance  and  assist  tbe 
institution.  It  Is  not  my  Intention  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  have  produced 
these  delays,  much  less  to  exhibit  the  most  distant  complaint ;  but  it  is  time  that  oar 
views  should  be  candidly  explained,  and  the  business  brought  to  some  decided  point; 
and  to  obtain  this  alone.  I  have  briefly  stated  these  facts,  and  now  lay  them  before 
S3^od.  If  it  be  conceived  that  a  regular  course  of  lectures  In  theology  is  not  neces- 
sary ;  if  the  Dutch  Church  will  consent  to  be  beholden  to  other  denominations  for 
the  education  of  their  candidates ;  or  if,  in  consequence  of  any  other  plan,  the  pres- 
ent institution  is  to  l)e  abandoned,  let  it  be  expllcifly  and  without  delay  declared, 
that  the  congregations  may  be  acquainted  with  the  decision,  and  other  arrangemeati 
to  supply  their  wants  be  immediately  made.  But  if  no  alternative  is  suggested.  If 
nothing  superior  or  equal  Is  proposed,  to  that  which  has  already  been  adopted,  and 
for  the  Rcconiplishment  of  which  the  churches  have  repeatedly  pledged  their  faith, 
why  must  it  any  longer  languish  for  the  want  of  spirit  and  unanimity,  whilst  abund- 
ant means  for  bringing  It  to  perfection  are  within  our  reach?  That  I  am  not  at  all 
anxious  on  my  own  account.  Is  sufTiciently  evinced  by  the  silence  and  passive  waiting 
which  has  marked  my  whole  conduct  since  my  appointment  to  the  office;  but  I  con* 
fess  I  am  anxious  to  see  an  institution  established,  of  whose  Importance  I  am  lo 
fully  convinced,  and  of  whose  future  existence  I  now  begin  to  doubt.  I  am  very 
anxious  for  the  reputatVoii  au^  Yionot  ot  owt  eburchea,  who  cannot.  In  justice  to  their 
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ntlmbcn,  wealth,  tad  cbtracter,  taStT  the  whole  burdeo  of  praiurlnit  their  candldateB 
to  net  DpoD  one  Indlriduat  member.  It  la  not  oalj  an  tingeneroai,  but  &  precarious 
■onree  of  dependence.  An  Indlrldnat  cannot  long  atrnggle  alone,  agalnat  the  dii- 
eoDrasementi  which  arise  from  public  neglect;  and  It  li  Impoulbte  that  pricata 
ezertltsu,  however  incceaiful  and  Btrenuous  ther  mar  be  far  a  time,  can  aniwer  all 
the  parpoaei  of  such  an  Institution.  It  must  be  countenanced  bj  public  bodlei,  who 
feel  an  iDtereat  In  It*  reputation,  aoil  unite  their  combined  InDuence  to  support  and 
recommend  It,  or  it  can  never  bo  prtnecated  with  tIrof.  or  proTO  eitenslTely  bene- 
fldal.  Up«a  the  whoie,  after  a  candid  and  partial  view  ol  eilatlng  facta,  and  Of  all 
th»t  haa  paised  upon  the  aubject,  I  am  cooitralned  to  make  the  foUowinK  concluBlons: 

1.  That  whatever  might  have  been  the  lerlouB  reaoiutlon  of  thoae  of  ITTl,  who 
formed  the  union,  or  of  thMe  of  1T84.  who  eatabllahed  the  ProfeaBorate.  the  moat  of 
wbCBU  are  now  entered  Into  their  reat.  II  does  not  appear  to  be  the  Inteatloa  of  our 
CbDrchea  to  carrj  (he  iDBtltutlon  Into  effect. 

2.  That  aB  long  aa  I  continue  with  m;  private  eiertlona  to  aoppl^  the  wants  ot 
the  public,  no  meaaares  will  be  executed  for  bringing  the  Protesaorate  to  a  due 
eatahUahment.     And, 

S.  That  If  auch  meaaurea  are  Buffered  to  llomber  mach  longer,  the  whole  Institution 
Will  alnk  into  obilvlcm,  and  alt  the  benefltt  to  be  expected  from  it  be  Inevltablr  lost. 
Dnder  these  Impresaiona,  I  beg  leave  to  coDaolt  with  Brnod,  whether.  It  nothing  Is 
done  In  their  present  aeaalon  for  accompllahlng  the  plan  adopted  In  the  last  General 
STUOd.  It  will  not  be  proper  for  me  Immediately  to  dlaconUnue  m;  labors,  and  hold 
no  more  lectures  for  the  atudentB.  until  It  ahall  bs  Imown  what  the  churches  deter- 
mine, or  whether  the  Srood  will  advlae  me  to  persevere  until  the  neit  session  ol  the 
General  Synod,  when,  II  nothing  Is  effected,  we  mast  consider  the  public  countenance 
to  be  llnally  withdrawn,  and  the  Institution  In  Its  present  connection  wholly  and  for- 
«rer  deserted.  To  these  earnest  Inquiries  I  am  aaaured  the  Synod  will  favor  me  with 
■  candid  reply,  and  direct  me  In  what  may  be  deemed  the  moat  advlaable  for  advanc- 
ing the  real  Interest  and  prosperity  of  our  churches.  After  all  the  delay!  which 
iKve  attended  this  momentoUB  object.  I  moat  solemnly  declare,  that,  as  sooD  as 
proper  steps  are  taken  to  render  It  efflcleut,  I  will.  If  It  please  Qod  to  spare  me.  very 
eheertolly  co-opeiate  with  my  brethren,  aad  be  ready,  as  I  now  am,  to  attend  the 
■todents.  and  spend  the  remainder  of  my  days  In  their  service. 

With  the  most  affectionate  attachment  to  the  Synod,  and  affectionate  prayers  for 
tht  advancement  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom.  I  am  their  brother  and  fellow-laborer 
In  the  Gospel. 

(Sl(ned,)  }.  H.  LlTbtgaton. 

The  Synod.  Impressed  with  the  Importance  of  Iti  contents,  reaolred  to  use  all 
poaalble  means  to  carry  Into  effect  the  resolutions  ot  the  General  Synod  (rf  ITfH  on 
tUa  head ;  and  for  tbla  purpose,  resolve  to  circulate  the  following  sabscrlpUoD  list 
•mong  the  eoDgregatlans.  with  such  eii>edItIon.  that,  If  pooalble,  the  sum  of  tb« 
Mllectlons  be  reported  to  the  next  General  Synod : 

"The  General  Synod  of  the  Beformed  Dutch  Church  In  North  America  being  deslr- 
<nu  of  raising  a  fund  for  the  support  of  a  Professor  of  Theology,  and  harlng  earn- 
•Mir  recommended  that  sabserlptlona  for  that  purpose  t>e  taken  in  all  the  churches 
KDder  their  care,  and  appointed  Peter  Wilson,  Bobert  Bbdbod,  John  Tanderbilt.  and 
Blcbard  Tarlck.  Esq's.,  trustees  of  said  fund :  we,  th*  subscribers,  Impressed  with  the 
Importance  and  utility  of  the  design,  do  promise  to  pay  the  sums  annexed  to  our 
icapectlve  names,  to  bs  forwarded  to  the  above-mentioned  tmsteea." 

nie  Synod  hope  that  the  Professor,  notwithstanding  the  dlscoaragemellts  which 
bare  marked  his  exertions.  nlU  still  continue  the  labors  of  his  offlce :  and,  that  be 
mty  be  assured  ot  their  full  desire  to  support  him,  they  have  ordered  this  sub- 
scription to  be  printed,  and  appointed  I>r.  Linn,  with  Messrs.  Knypera  and  Abeei,  to 
have  It  printed,  together  with  a  circular  letter  to  the  Conslatarles  of  all  the  churches. 
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General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in*  Ameeica, 

JuNB  6-12,  1797. 

Extracts. 

Church  of  Holland. 

The  miautet  of  the  last  Partlcalar  Sjnod,  reUtlre  to  the  camspondence  with  thi 
Church  of  Holland,  were  read ;  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  Deputies  of  8jMd 
had  prepared  and  forwarded  a  letter  to  the  Claaais  of  Amaterdam,  but  had  ai  ytt 
received  no  answer. 


Professorate. 

The  General  Sjnod  having  minntely  Inquired  into  the  measures  pnrsaed,  time  after 
time,  in  order  to  raise  a  f and  for  the  support  of  the  Professorate,  and  the  ssceen  o( 
those  measures,  the  following  question  was  taken : 

**Is  it  expedient,  under  present  circumstances,  to  take  anj  further  measures  fW 
the  support  of  the  Professorate?*'  which  was  answered  in  the  negatlTe. 

The  General  Syood  then  appointed  a  committee  on  this  business,  who  brought  in  i 
report ;  which,  after  being  amended,  was  agreed  to,  and  reads  as  follows,  tIs.  :  Thi 
committee  appointed  oq  the  Professorate  report : 

**That  Professor  Livingston  ought  to  be  immediately  informed  of  the  determlnattoa 
of  Synod,  that  it  is  not  expedient,  under  present  circumstances,  to  take  any  furths 
measures  for  the  support  of  the  Professorate;  that  they  express  to  him  the  sessi 
which  they  entertain  of  the  important  serrices  which  he  has  already  performed: 
that  it  will  be  highly  acceptable  to  them,  if  he  can  still  continue  to  discharge  tht 
duties  of  the  oflBce  under  the  discouragements  that  exist :  and  that  a  minute  of  tlM 
determination  referred  to,  with  this  report,  be  transmitted  to  him,  for  the  purpoM 
above  mentioned. 

"That  the  committee  aiRo  report,  that  In  conseqaence  of  the  serious  Inconvenlencei 
which  arise  from  the  certificate  of  a  professor  being  absolutely  required  for  the  admis- 
sion of  students  to  examination,  the  Synod  do,  in  the  present  session,  ncHninate  and 
appoint  two  additional  Professors  of  Theology. 

"The  committee  further  recommend,  that  the  Professors  of  Theology  be  requested 
to  accept  ten  pounds  annually,  from  their  respective  students,  until  Providence  rnty 
open  a  way  for  the  establishment  of  a  suflBcient  fund  for  their  support,  independent 
of  any  other;  that  all  such  students  who  have  not  ability  to  pay  be  exonerated,  sad 
that  the  sum  above  specified  be  paid  by  the  General  Synod,  and  that  the  respective 
Classes  Judge  of  the  inability  of  said  students." 

The  General  Synod,  having  nominated  professors  and  fixed  the  day  when  an  ele^ 
tion  should  be  made,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution.  (Article  XXI.  Explanatory 
Articles)  proceeded  at  the  time  to  elect  two.  The  iMillots  being  canvassed,  it 
appeared  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  D.  Romeyn  and  the  Rev.  Solomon  Frollgh  were  chosen  to 
that  office:  the  formula  required  by  Article  XXII.  of  Explanatory  Articles  having 
been  subscribed  by  them,  in  the  presence  of  Synod,  a  certificate  of  their  appointment 
was  given  to  each  of  them. 


Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

1797,  July  17th.  Svaiodalia.  Art.  43.  We  have  received  a 
lottor  from  (the  Synod  of)  Xew  York  and  New  Jersey,  and  refer 
ourselves  thereto.     xv\,  351. 
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StWOD  of  NoETH  HOLIAND,  JcLY-Aco.  1797. 
Ahtici-e  44. — New  York  and  New  Jebset. 
The  Corresponding  Delegates  had  nothing  on  this  enhject  in 
their  Acts.  The  Deputies  then  made  inquiries  of  the  Classes. 
The  Classia  of  Amsterdam  reported  that  an  extensive  account  of 
the  state  of  the  churches  there  had  come  in,  and  that  it  would  com- 
municate the  same  to  the  next  Synod. 

Pabticdlak  Sybod  op  Reforhed  Ddtch  Chttech  m  America, 

Oct.  3-5,  1797. 

Extracts. 

COBSESPOHDEKOB  WlTH  THB  ChITEOH   OF  HoLLAIfD. 

The  Deputati  reported  that  they  had  received  no  answer  to  the 
letter  sent  to  the  Church  of  Holland. 

Classib  of  Amsterdam. 
1798,  July  23rd.     Synodalia.     Art.  42  ad  44  (43  ?).     We  refer 
onrselvea  to  the  information  (received?)     xvi.  372. 

Synod  of  North  Holiand,  July-Ado.  1798. 
Ahticlb  43. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 
The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  reported  that  the  information  re- 
ceived had  been  mislaid  and  was  not  now  at  hand,  and  that  it 
hoped  to  be  able  to  communicate  it  in  future. 

Fabtichlab. Synod  op  Reformed  Ddtch  Chdroh  in  America, 

May  21-23,  1799. 

Extract 

COSRBSFONDBNCE  WiTH  THB  ChORCH  OF  HoLIAND. 

The  following  Deputati  Synodi,  viz.,  the  Eev.  Petrua  Tan 
Vlierden,  Henricus  Schoonmaker,  William  Linn,  John  Bassett, 
Samael  Smith,  and  QerarduB  A.  Kuypers,  reported  that  no  answer 
had  as  yet  been  received  to  the  letter  of  Synod.  The  said 
Deputati  were  directed  to  draft  a  letter  in  the  Low  Dutch  lan- 
guage to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  and  present  the  same  to  this 
Synod  for  their  approbation  during  the  present  sesaioa. 
133 
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The  committee  reported  that  they  had  not  yet  completed  the 
letter  whereupon, 

Besolvedy  That  said  committee  be  authorized  to  complete  the 
same  and  forward  it  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  and  present 
a  copy  thereof  at  the  next  ordinary  session  of  Synod. 

Correspondence  From  Amwrtca. 

The  Particular  Synod  of  New  York  to  the  Eev.  Synod  of  North 
Holland.     May  25,  1799.     Vol.  25,  pages  114,  115. 

The  Deputies  received  a  letter  from  New  York  which  is  of  the 
following  import : 

Very  Rev.  Sirs,  Men,  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  our  Lord  Jesy 
Christ:  Grace  be  imto  you,  and  peace ! 

According  to  the  contents  of  a  copy  of  the  11th  Article  in  the 
Acts  of  the  (Particular)  Christian  Synod,  held  at  New  York,  May 
2l8t,  and  following  days,  in  the  year  179^,  the  undersigned, 
Deputies  of  the  Synod,  have  the  honor,  with  all  due  respect,  to 
bring  to  the  notice  (onder  bet  oog)  of  the  Very  Rev.  Christian 
Synodical  Assembly  of  North  Holland,  which  is  to  be  held  at 
after  the  arrival  of  this  their  Synodical  letter  in  Hol- 
land, the  follo^vin,2:  facts: 

That  the  very  Eev.  Dhurch  Assembly  of  New  York  of  North 
America,  did,  as  much  as  four  years  ago,  by  its  Deputies  at  that 
time,  the  Eevs.  Solomon  Frelingh  and  Gerardus  A.  Kuypers, 
send  a  letter  to  the  Very  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland,  convey- 
ing its  fervent  desire  to  hold  correspondence  between  the  two 
Ecclesiastical  Assemblies  respectively,  of  North  Holland  and  of 
North  America,  etc.,  etc. ;  but  that,  hitherto,  to  her  deep  sorrow, 
she  had  received  no  answer  to  the  said  letter,  and  is  unaware  what 
may  be  the  reason  therefore. 

That  the  High  Church  Assembly  of  North  America  is  still  gov- 
erned by  that  desire  for  such  correspondence.  Wherefore  she  has 
charged  her  present  Deputies,  the  undersigned,  to  repeat  the  re- 
quest as  given  above,  which  she  hereby  does.  Should,  however, 
although  this  is  nol  ex^eeled,  the   High    Church    Assembly  of 
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North  Holland  deem  it  unadvisable  to  enter  into  such  correa- 
pondence,  the  American  Synod  desires  to  be  honored  at  least  with 
a  proper  statement  of  the  reasons. 

Meanwhile,  there  remains  still  general  agreement  (instemmen) 
between  ns;  and  the  (Particular)  Christian  Synod  of  North 
America  cannot  persuade  herself  to  think  that  those  of  North 
Holland  will,  without  reason,  desire  to  repudiate  her;  the  more 
80,  (Dutch  idiom,  the  less  so)  because  she  feels  certain  that  those 
of  North  Holland  are,  as  well  as  herself,  fully  convinced  of  the 
salutary  results  which  both  Assemblies  and  the  churches  belong- 
ing under  them,  can  expect  from  such  a  correspondence ;  not  only 
in  the  way  of  a  friendly  and  fraternal  intercourse  (of  different 
parts)  of  one  and  the  same  church-Society,  (niet  alleen  ene  vrienet 
broederlyke  gemeenschap  van  een  en  hetzelfde  Kerk-Genoot- 
Bchap,)  but  also  a  combined  power  for  the  preservation  of,  and 
adherence  to  the  Purity  of  Doctrine  and  the  Formulae  of  Unity — 
a  mutual  watching  together  against  the  wolves  which  would  like 
to  make  inroads  into  the  sheepfold  of  our  great  Shepherd,  Jesus. 
This,  indeed,  is  to  be  accounted  our  conmion  duty  and  great  privi- 
lege— ^matters,  however,  which  need  not  now  be  dwelt  upon  at 
greater  length. 

It  is,  moreover,  the  desire  of  our  High  Church  Assembly  that, 
in  every  region,  truth  and  love,  unity  and  peace  may  kiss  each 
other;  in  order  that  thus  the  Kingdom  of  our  Great  King  and 
ever  blessed  Head  of  the  Church,  Jesus  Christ,  may  be  more  and 
more  extended  over  the  whole  earth.  To  that  end,  may  the  Lord, 
crown  with  the  best  of  his  blessings,  all  the  efforts,  transactions 
and  resolutions  of  the  High  Church  Assemblies  on  both  sides  and 
of  all  the  faithful  ones  in  the  land  I 

With  this  we  have  the  honor  of  being 

Your  Very  Revs,  well-wishing  servants,  friends  and  brethren 

in  office, 

Peter  Van  Vlierden 

Written  at  New  York,  Qerardus  A.  Kuypers. 

May  25, 1799. 
(This  letter  was  read  by  the  Deputies  to  the  GI«a«v^  ^1  fecca&\Kt- 

dam  on  Feb.  24,  1800.) 
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Acts  of  tub  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York  Ain>  New  Jersey. 

1799,  July  2l8t  Synodalia.  Art  40  ad  43  (42 1)  We  refer 
ourselves  to  the  information  (received)   in  the  foregping  year; 

being  the then  mentioned,  but  not  found.     ( t)     xri. 

393. 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  July-Auo.  1799. 

Article  41. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  rest  of  the  Classes  had  hoped  to  obtain  at  this  time  soma 
report  from  those  of  Amsterdam  concerning  the  churches  in  Nevr 
York  and  New  Jersey ;  but,  as  the  report  had  not  yet  been  found, 
they  find  themselves,  as  well  as  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  dis- 
appointed in  their  hopes. 

General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  Amkbiga, 

June  3-13,  1800. 

Extracts. 

Correspondence  With  the  Church  of  Holland. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Particular  Synod  on  this  aub- 
ject  informed  the  Synod  that  no  answers  have  been  received  to  the 
letters  written  for  several  years  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland, 
probably  owing  to  the  interrupted  state  of  affairs  in  that  country. 

Resolvedy  therefore^  That  the  Particular  Synod  continue  the 
friendly  correspondence  with  the  said  Church. 


Professorate. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of  the  Professorate 
made  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

Your  committee  find  that  the  General  Synod,  from  the  year 
1771,  have  invariably  had  in  view  the  establishment  of  a  respect- 
able and  useful  Professorate,  and  that  until  the  year  1797, 
measures  have  been,  adopt/dd,  time  after  time,  to  acoomplish  this 
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desirable  object,  but  all  to  no  purpose;  that  in  the  year  1T97, 
theo^ore,  the  Qeneral  Synod  passed  a  resoluticm  tliat  it  was  im- 
practicable to  do  anything  more  under  the  existing  circumstances, 
and  also  appointed  two  other  professors  in  connection  with  Pro- 
fessor Livingston,  autborizing  them  to  receive  from  each  student 
annually,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  as  a  compensation  for  their 
labors;  still,  however,  keeping  in  view  the  aforesaid  establishment. 
Tour  committee,  therefore,  are  of  (pinion,  that  the  Professorate 
should  be  continued  in  the  present  etata,  until  a  fund  be  raised, 
the  interest  of  which  shall  be  sufficiwit  to  support,  and  render  inde- 
pendent, one  or  more  professors,  who  shall  then  devote  all  their 
time  to  the  duties  of  their  office.  To  procure  suclt  a  fund,  we 
submit  to  your  consideration  the  following  plan: 

1.  That  the  sum  of  at  least  two  shillings  be  solicited  from  each 
ol  the  members  of  every  congr^^tion,  annually,  for  the  space  of 
six  years. 

2.  That  a  collector  be  appointed  by  the  Consistory  of  each  con- 
greigation,  to  collect  the  above,  who  shall  receive  five  per  cent  for 
his  trouble,  and  shall  deliver  the  collections  to  the  Questora  of  the 
respective  Classis. 

8.  That  the  Questors  of  the  respective  Classes  d^msit  their  re- 
ceipts in  the  hands  of  the  Questor  of  Qeneral  Synod. 

Resolved,  further,  That  every  minister  open  a  subscription  in 
his  own  congregation,  and  the  vacancies  which  he  may  visit;  the 
sums  subscribed  to  be  received  in  quarterly  payments,  or  the  whole 
at  once,  by  the  ministers,  and  transmitted  by  them  to  the  Questor 
of  this  Synod. 


Chubch  OBDsa. 
The  committee  appointed  on  Ae  subject  of  Church  Order  re- 
ported, that  it  be  recomm^ided  to  General  Synod  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  forming  arrangements  to  constitute  a 
number  of  new  Classes,  and  a  new  Particular  Synod.  The  Sjnod 
located  this  report,  and  appointed  Br.  Jo\m  ^  \iWv&^]su,~^t. 
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Dirck  Bomeyn,  and  the  Bev.  Solomon  Froligfa,  to  compose  said 
committee. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Concluded  with  prayer. 

Friday,  June  13th, 

9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  and  opened  with  prayer. 

Ordered,  That  two  more  persons,  viz.,  the  Eev.  John  X.  Abed 
and  Mr.  William  W.  Gilbert,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  select  parts  of  the  minutes,  and  to  publish  copies  thereof. 

New  Classes  and  New  Particulak  Synod. 

The  committee  appointed  to  form  arrangements  to  constitute  t 
number  of  new  Classis  and  a  new  Particular  Synod  reported,  that 
the  following  new  arrangements  with  respect  to  the  Classes  of 
Albany,  Kingston,  and  Hackensack,  ought  to  take  place,  viz. : 

1st  That  the  Classis  of  Albany  be  divided  into  three  Classes^ 
to  be  known  and  distinguished  by  the  names  following,  and  eadi 
consisting  of  the  different  congr^ations  subjoined,  viz. : 

I.  The  Classis  of  Rensselaer  to  consist  of  the  Congregations  of 

Kinderhook  Greenbush  Schaghticoke 

Schodack  Wynant's  Kill  Tyashoke 

Pittstown  Lansingburgh  Middletown 

Sinkhoick  Stillwater  Clifton  Park 

Waterford  Saratoga 

II.  The  Classis  of  Albany  to  consist  of  the  Congregations  of 

Albany  Baisic  Salem 

Bethlehem  Niskayuna  Helderbergh 

Coeymans  Schenectady  Beaver  Dam 

Coxsackie  Jerusalem  Woestyne  and  Bopt 

The  churches  formed  in  Canada,  imtil  they  are  sufficiently 
numerous  for  a  separate  Classis,  are  to  be  annexed  to  the  ClassiB 
of  Albany. 


'  THB  State  ob"  Nbw  Tobk. 


III.  The  Claris  of  Moatgomery  to  consist  of  the  Congregations 

oi 

Bemsen's  Bush  Schoharie  Kill 

Charleston  German  Flats 

Sharon  Herklmar 

l-ower  Schoharie  Snell's  Bu^ 

Upper  Schoharie  Andrieatowu 

Duaneeborough  Co^iraatstown 

Curriestown  Chenango 

New  Rhinebeck  Saoondaga 

2nd.  The  Claasis  of  Kingston  to  be  divided  into  two  Classea,  to 
be  known  and  distinguished  hj  the  names  following,  and  each  con- 
sisting of  the  oongregaUona  subjoined: 

I.  The  Classis  of  Pongfakeepsie  to  consist  of  the  Congregations 
of 

Claverack  Stissick 

East  Camp  Old  Stissick 

Linlithgow  Bed  Hook 

Tagfakanick  Rhinebeck 

Poughkeepsie  Rhinebeck  Flats 

II.  The  Classis  of  Ulster  to  consist  of  the  Congr^ationa  of 
Montgomery  Bloomingdale  Rochester 
Shawangunk                Klein  Esopua  Saugertiee 
Oak  Hill                        New  Paltz                     Wawarsing 
Woodstock                      Kingston                        Catskill  Shokan,  and 
New  Hurl^                Marbletowu  Faghkatghkan 

3rd,  The  Classis  of  Hackensack  to  be  divided  into  two  Claases, 
to  be  known  and  distinguished  by  the  namee  following,  and  to 
consist  of  the  congregations  subjoined,  to  wit : 

I.  The  Classis  of  Faramus  to  consist  of  the  Congregations  of 
Tappan  Schraalenbergh  Ramapo 

New  Hempstead  Hackensack  Pftramas,       Aqnacka- 

Claifcstown  Xakiet  ^icnidc,  mi^.I^Am's^- 


Mayfield 
Stone  Arabia  , 
Canajoharie 
Conewago 
Owasoo  Lake 
Chukonot 
Amsterdam 
Fonda's  Biwh 


FishkiU 

New  Hackensack 

Hopewell 

Dover 


4384  Ecclesiastical  Records 

1800 

II.  The  Classis  of  Bergen  to  consist  of  the  CJongregations  of 

Schraalenbergh  Bergen  English  Neighborhood 

Ilackensack  Ilorseneck  Ponds 

Second  River  Pompton  Boont<Mi 

The  Classes  of  New  York  and  New  Brunswick  to  remain  as 
befora 

These  Classes  ought  to  be  divided  into  two  Particular  Synods, 
whose  names  and  Classes  shall  be  as  follows: 

I.  The  Particular  Synod  of  New  York  to  include  the  Classes  of 

New  York  New  Brunswick  Paramus 

Bergen,  and  Poughkeepsie. 

II.  The  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  to  comprehend  the  Clasaee 

of 

Ulster  Rensselaer 

Albany,  and  Montgomery 

Pastoral  Letter. 
To  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  in  America: 

The  General  Synod  wish  grace,  mercy^  and  peace,  from  God  our 
Father,  and  Christ  Jesus,  our  Lord,  through  the  Eternal  Spirit 

Dearly  Beloved. — We  would  greatly  rejoice  if  we  had  it  in  our 
power  to  congratulate  you  on  the  general  prosperity  of  Zion,  and 
on  tlie  success  of  the  Gospel  Ministry  in  every  part  of  our  Church. 
But  while  we  have  reason  of  gratitude  for  the  manifestation  of 
the  divine  presence,  and  the  display  of  divine  grace  in  some  parts 
of  our  vineyard,  we  must  call  upon  you  deeply  to  lament,  with  us, 
the  visible  declension  of  vital  piety  through  our  land  in  general, 
and,  we  are  sorry  to  add,  throughout  our  churches.  We  cannot 
but  regret,  while  we  are  obliged  to  remind  you  of  the  small  number 
of  conversions  which  liave  of  late  ye^rs  taken  place,  of  the  few 
accessions  of  professors  even  to  the  visible  church;  of  the  loose 
lives  of  many  who  bear  the  Christian  name;  of  the  heinous  pro- 
fanation of  the  Lord's  day  \  of  tine  shameful  neglect  of  the  word 
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and  ordinances;  of  the  almost  total  inattention  to  family  religion, 
which  is  intimately  connected  with  the  prevalent  disregard  of  the 
religious  education  of  youth  and  domestics ;  of  the  baneful  progress 
of  infidelity  and  its  inevitable  consequences,  licentious  principles 
and  practiceaL  Who,  at  this  representation  of  facts,  does  not  feel 
emotions  of  sorrow  and  alarm?  Who,  attentive  to  the  common 
course  of  Divine  Providence,  does  not  apprehend  still  more  awful 
judgments,  both  upon  our  country  and  upon  our  churches,  than 
we  have  y|et  experienced  i  Has  not  the  Lord  bad  a  controversy 
with  uat  Has  he  not  manifested  his  displeasure,  by  those  awful 
tokens  of  his  wrath,  pestilence  and  firet  Haa  he  not  threatened 
us  with  war  ?  Has  he  not  frowned  upon  our  churches,  withdrawn 
in  a  great  measure  the  influences  of  bis  Spirit,  caiised  his  people 
to  mourn,  and  his  prophets  to  prophesy  in  sackdoth  t 

Alarmed  at  these  dispensations;  deeply  oonoemed  for  your 
spiritual  and  immortal  interests;  anxious  to  promote  the  glory  of 
God,  and  to  advance  the  cause  of  our  common  Bedeemer,  we 
earnestly  call  upon  you,  brethren,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  to 
hearken  to  his  voice,  and  in  sincerity  of  heart  to  return  unto  him. 
We  exhort  you  to  love  and  cherish  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  Be 
diligent  in  searching  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  for  they,  through  grace, 
are  able  to  make  you  wise  unto  salvation.  Attend  faithfully  on 
all  the  ordinances  of  the  Lord's  house,  especially  on  the  preaching 
of  the  Qospel  is  the  power  of  Qod  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that 
believeth.  Be  careful  to  maintain  puri^  in  doctrine,  and  a  de- 
portm^it  becoming  real  Christians;  for  the  profession  of  the 
purest  doctrine,  unaccompanied  with  a  correspondent  conversation, 
loses  its  influence  upon  others,  and  gives  occasion  to  the  enemy  to 
blaspheme.  Therefore  be  careful  to  exercise  justice,  honesty, 
temperance,  industry.  Cherish  in  your  hearts,  and  display  in  your 
lives,  candor,  mutual  forbearance,  liberality,  charity.  Cultivate 
love,  not  only  with  those  of  your  own  denomination,  but  widi  all 
who  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity  and  truth.  And  as 
family  religion  is  of  the  bluest  importance,  and  without  it,  re- 
ligion cannot  flourish  in  the  churches,  above  aU,  fai^ifully  instruct 
and  catechise  y)our  children  and  domse^ca',  -yvKodmi^'^  -natTiXsatt. 
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family  worship.  Not  only  permit,  but  enforce  it  as  a  duty  upon 
your  servants,  to  attend  upon  the  regular  preaching  of  the  Gospel 
In  a  word,  abound  in  the  work  of  the  Lord ;  for  thus  you  will  let 
your  light  shine  before  men,  and  glorify  your  Father  who  is  in 
heaven. 

Here,  brethren,  we  would  call  your  attention  to  a  particular  and 
very  important  subject  The  pure  doctrines  which  we  have  ex- 
horted you  to  cherish,  and  the  holy  duties  which  we  have  «i- 
couraged  you  to  practice,  can  never  be  maintained  without  a  well- 
regulated  ministry.  While,  therefore,  you  are  faithful  in  sup- 
porting the  ministers  of  the  Gospel  who  are  settled  among  you,  it 
is  an  object  invariable  in  our  views,  and  dear  to  our  hearts,  to 
send  you  such  only  as  are  duly  qualified  for  their  important  worL 

For  the  best  acoomplishment  of  this  desirable  end,  the  Dutdi 
churches,  both  in  Holland  and  America,  have  always  deemed  the 
establishment  of  a  Professorate  for  the  instruction  of  youth  in 
theology  to  be  indespensable.     Exertions  have  been  frequently 
made  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  permanent  support  of  the  Professo^ 
ship,   but   hitherto   without  success.     This  failure   we   do  not 
attribute  to  your  unwillingness  to  contribute,  but  to  the  want  of 
sufficient  information  on  the  subject.     We  would  greatly  lament  if 
so  excellent  an  institution  should  fail  of  receiving  the  necessary 
encouragement  and  support     It  is  the  surest  means,  not  only  to 
accomplish  ministers  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  oflBce, 
but  for  preserving  the  truths  of  religion  pure  and  undefiled.     It  is 
designed  for  the  purpose  of  training  up  those  who  are  to  instruct 
your  children  in  the  doctrines  which  you  profess  to  love,  when  you 
shall  sleep  with  your  fathers.     To  lay  the  foimdation  of  such  an 
establishment,  we  apply  to  you  for  the  means,  and  request  assist- 
ance according  to  the  ability  which  God  has  given  you.     We  shall 
solicit  but  little  from  each,  trusting  that  all  will  be  ready  to 
contribute. 

The  plan  which  has  been  adopted  for  raising,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years,  a  fund  adequate  to  the  purpose  contemplated,  will  be 
laid  before  you.  We  earnestly  entreat  you  brethren,  to  take  this 
subject  under  your  seT\o\\s»  covii\<i^T^NAQitL\  %sA  %a  "^ou  have  the 
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intereets  of  religion  at  heart ;  as  you  deaire  to  preflerre  and  defend 
the  truths  which  you  have  received ;  as  jou  would  wish  to  be  taught 
only  by  those  who  themsdves  are  well  instructed ;  as  you  regard 
the  glo^  of  Qod  and  the  proeperity  of  the  Bedeemer's  kingdom ; 
afford  your  liberal  asustanoe  and  graieroiis  patronage  to  an  insti- 
tution so  highly  laudable,  and  which  promises,  und«r  the  divine 
bleeaing,  the  moet  extensive  usefulness. 

We  are,  brethren,  with  sincere  esteem  and  ardent  prayers  for 
your  welfare,  your  friends  and  servants  in  the  Lord. 

By  order  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Didch  Church. 

The  Ccmgregations,  Ministers,  and  Candidates  of  the  Reformed 
Dutdi  Church  in  North  America. 

CiAssiB  OF  New  Yoke. 

UloUtan. 
"]  J,  H.  Livingston 
I  William  Linn 

"J I  Gerardus  A.  Kuypers 

J  John  N.  Abed 


Flatbush 

Erooklyn 

Bnshwick 

New  Utrecht 

Graveeend 

Flat  Lands 

.Tamftiftft 

ITefwtown 

Sncoees 

Oyster  Bay 

Harlem 

Phillipsburgh 

Courtland  Town 

Peekskill 

Staten  Island Thomas  Kirkby 

Tardham Vacant 


Uartimus  Schoonmaker 
Peter  Low 


Zacbarias  H.  Kuypei 


■  John  Jackson 


f  William  Manley 
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Classis  of  Kingstok. 

OongragEtloiiA.  Iflnlstvn. 

^^^**^^ 1 

Upper  Red  Hook ?*  Jer^niah  BomejiL 

Lower  Bed  Hook J 

Bhineland  Flats John  B.  Bomeyn 

Poughkeepsie I  Cornelius  Brouw. 

Stoutenburgh j 

FiflhkiU 

Hopewell ^Nicholas  Van  Vranl 

New  Haokensack 

Sangerties Petrius  Van  Vlierd< 

Marbletown Stephen  Gk>et8chiQS 

Rochester ) 

Wawardng |  Garret  Mandeville 

New  Platz j 

New  Hurley }  John  H.  Meyer 

Shawangunk i 

Montgomery J  '^'>^  ^^^I'St 

Kingston I.  L.  Doll 

Kleyn  Esopus Vacant 

Bloomingdale do. 

Schoharie  Kill do. 

Schoteau do. 

Woodstock do. 

Clove do. 

Dover do. 

Classis  of  Albany. 

CoDffregatloiifl.  Mlnisten. 

Albany (  John  Bassett, 

'  John  B.  Johnson 

Schenectady   Dirck  Romeyn 

Boght John  Demarest 


Half  Moon  . 
Middletown 


>  John  Close 
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"■** [  Winalow  Paige 

>  Christian  Bork 

ik Isaac  Labagh 

f  Jacob  Sickels. 


'■} 


Peter  Labagh 
Hermanus  Van  Huisen 


- 1 

lem p-CoenradTenEydc 

J 

> Abraham  Van  Horn 

n  Henry  Wyckoff 

^   Rynier  Van  Nest 

Abraham  Brokaw 

ante Robert  McDowall 

Vacant 

do. 

: do. 

: do. 

urgh   do. 

I  Kill da 

h  do. 

la do. 

'ark do. 

do. 

Bush do. 

irough do. 

inajoharie do. 

abia do. 

Flats do. 

: 4o. 
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CongrecmttODt.  Mlntetan. 

Elizabethtown do. 

SnfiU's  Bush do. 

Andrea's  Town da 

Coenrad's  Town da 

Dorlach •  do. 

Kew  Rhinebeck da 

Pasaick do. 

Taghkanick do. 

Old  Stissick do. 

New  Stiseick do. 

CuusBis  OF  New  Bbunbwick. 

Oanffr*ffatloii«.  IflnUten. 

Middletown » ) 

Freehold J  Benjamin  Du  Bois 

New  Brunswick Ira  Oondict 

Six  Mile  Run Jt  ^    ^ 

_.„  -           ,  V  James  S.  Cannon 

Hillsborough ) 

New  Shannock William  R.  Smith 

Sourland Henry  Polhemus 

Reddington Peter  Studdiford 

Bedminster )ti-    -n. 

(.  John  Duryee 

Potter's  Town ( 

Clove Ellas  Van  Bunschoten 

Raritan John  S.  Vredenburgh 

North  Hampton )  ^      ,   t        , 

>  Jacob  Larzelere 
South  Hampton * 

• Andrew  Gray  _ 

West  Town Vacant 

Walpack   do. 

Nominack do. 

!Mahakemack do. 

Wilksbarre do. 

Hanover do. 

5Q\ailt.  Van  Harlingen 


OF  THE  State  oe*  New  York,  4391 

1800 

lODi.  Bflnlrten. 

„       „ , \  NJcbolaa  Lansine 

£iew  Hempstead I 

Itanmpo 1  q^^  q  BrinkerhofE 

Eakiat ( 

Panna ,. . ., .,     Peter  De  Witt 

Pompton Stephen  Oatrander 

Paramus Wilhelmiis  Eltinge 

ScbraaleDbergh Solomon  Frolig^ 

Hackensack Jacobus  V.  C.  Eomeyn 

Aquackanonck Henricus  Schoonmaker 

^^     '  ■ y  J(^  Comeli8(Hi 

E.  Neighborhood ) 

Second  River Peter  Stryker 

Boonton Vacant 

Horse  Neck  . , do. 

William  P.  Euypers 

Candidates. 
Philip  Duryee  John  Schiireman 

George  Barkelow  Isaac  Van  Doren 

Miles 

Congregations,  139 

Ministers  59 

Candidates  5 

Classis  of  Ambtebdau. 
1800,  July  Slat.  Synodalia.  Art  40  ad  40.  A  letter  has 
again  been  received  from  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  to  which  we 
refer  ourselves,  and  transfer  the  same  to  the  Synod  of  North 
Holland,  to  which  it  belongs.  This  one  together  with  the  reasons 
why  the  former  was  not  referred  to,  will  have  to  be  answered 
nomine  Sjnodi.     xvi.  485, 

Synod  os  Noeth  Holland,  Jdi.y-Auo,  1800. 
Aaticle  40. — New  Toek  and  Nsw  Jersey. 
The  Claseis  of  Amsterdam  brou^t  in  a  letter,  wcvtteo.it'^jm.lS.^n) 
York,  signed  by  Peter  Van  Vlieiden  ani  GeT&tiva  bi^  "^xi.-^'^ssts... 
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as  Deputies  of  the  Synod  of  New  York,  under  date  of  May  25, 
1799,  and  addressed  to  tlie  North  Holland  Synod.  It  contained 
in  the  main : — 

A  complaint  that  the  Synod  of  New  York  had  written  to  this 
Synod  a  letter  containing  four  questions  and  an  expression  of  its 
burning  desire  to  hold  correspondence  between  their  Assembly  and 
this  one,  but  that  no  answer  had  been  received.  The  said  Synod 
does  still  urge  its  proposal,  and,  in  case  of  a  refusal  which  it  does 
not  expect — it  requests  to  be  at  least  honored  with  a  reply. 

Upon  this  it  was  resolved  to  let  the  Deputies  answer  the  letter 
and  give  the  reasons  why  it  was  not  answered  sooner ;  and  to  agree 
to  the  correspondence  by  transmitting  to  that  Synod  an  extract 
from  our  Acts  of  this  year — the  preparation  and  delivery  of  which 
to  be  also  left  to  the  Deputies. 

German  Reformed  Church,  New  York. 
Meeting  of  the  Consistory  on  the  22nd  December,  1800. 

Mr.  Whitman  appointed  Chairman. 

Mr.  John  Semler  having  returned  from  Schodack,  reported  that  he  had  laid  the 
paper  Intrusted  to  his  charge  before  the  Rev.  Christian  Bork,  for  his  consideration; 
Mr.  Semler  further  informed  the  Consistory  that  it  was  a  happy  elrcumstanee  that 
our  congregation  bad  taken  its  former  seat  in  the  Classis ;  as  Mr.  Bork  had  Informed 
him,  that  bad  not  this  change  taken  place,  he  could  not  have  come  down  to  preach 
for  us,  as  be  did,  but  that  he  had  the  fullest  assurance  of  its  being  greatly  to  the 
advantage  of  our  congregation ;  Mr.  Bork  further  Informed  Mr.  Semler.  that  he 
wished  the  Consistory  to  inform  the  congregation  that  he  had  been  brought  np  to 
Lutheran  principles,  but  bad  found  reasons  for  bis  changing,  previous  to  his  advance* 
ment  in  the  Ministry.  Mr.  Semler  mentioned  likewise,  that  it  would  be  proper  on 
Mr.  Bork's  accepting  our  call,  that  the  trustees  should  furnish  him  with  one  qaarter*s 
■alary  in  advance,  and  to  this  the  trustees  firmly  agreed. 

An  Act  to  Provide  for  the  Incorporation  of  Religious 

Societies. 

Protestant  Episcopal  Churches — how  incorporated — Passed  March 

27th,  1801. 

Amendatory  Act  of  1819. — An  act  to  amend  the  Act,  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide 
for  the  incorporation  of  religious  societies."     Passed  March  5,  1819.     Chap.  83,  p.  84. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

1801,  July  20th.  Svnodalia.  Art.  41  ad  40.  The  Classis,  not 
doubting  but  that  tlie  Deputies  would  confirm  the  Synodical  Heso- 
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It 

lutiozi,  have  answered  the  letter  from  New  York  in  the  confidence  ^ 
that  there  would  be  perfect  satisfaction  therewith.     We  have 
received  no  information  from  New  York  since,     xvi.  466. 

1802,  July  19th.  Synodalia.  Art.  41  ad  41.  Since  the  pre- 
ceding action  we  have  received  no  further  information  from  New 
York  and  New  Jersey,     xvi.  491. 

1803,  July  18th.  Synodalia.  Art  41  ad  41.  No  information 
has  been  received  from  New  York  and  New  Jersey,     xvi.  512. 

1804,  July  23rd.  Synodalia.  Art.  41  ad  41,  No  information 
from  New  York  and  New  Jersey.     xvL  550. 

1805,  July  15th.  Synodalia.  Art.  42  ad  43  (41  ?).  No  infor- 
mation from  New  York  and  New  Jersey,     xvii.  69. 

1806,  July  21st.  Synodalia.  Art.  42  ad  43  (42?).  There  is 
no  information  concerning  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  We  have 
nothing  coming  before  us  concerning  these  places,  and  nothing 
remains  among  our  Acta.     xvii.  189. 

1807,  July  20th.  Synodalia.  Art.  41  ad  45  (42  ?).  No  infor- 
mation has  been  received  by  the  Classis  concerning  New  York 
and  New  Jersev.     xvii.  285. 

1808,  July  18th.  Synodalia.  Art.  41  ad  43  (41  ?).  No  fur- 
ther information  has  been  received  by  us  from  New  York  and 
2Tew  Jersey,     xvii.  401. 

1809,  July  17th.  Synodalia.  Art.  40  ad  41.  No  information 
lias  been  received  from  New  York  and  New  Jersey.     xviiL  63. 

1810,  Aug.  20th.  Synodalia.  Art  39  ad  40.  New  York  and 
2few  Jersey.     Oeen  bericht — ^No  information.     xviiL  114. 


This  is  the  last  allusion  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam to  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  The  lemma  relating  to  them 
is  now  dropped.  This  was  partly  owing  to  the  fact  that  Corre- 
spondence had  not  been  kept  up  very  regularly,  and  partly  owing 
to  the  political  troubles  of  the  times. 

A  few  letters  were  again  exchanged  about  Church  Becords, 
1841-6,  1887,  1897-8.    E.  T.  C. 

134 
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1801- 

1810  Synod  of  Nobth  Hollani),  Jui*y-Auo.  1801-1810. 

1801.     Abticle  41. — Nbw  York  and  New  Jkbset. 

The  Deputies  had  replied  to  the  letter  from  New  York,  and  had 
accompanied  w^th  it  an  extract  from  our  Acts,  for  which  lliey 
received  the  thanks  of  the  Assembly.  No  further  report  had 
come  in  from  that  Synod. 

1802.  Art.  41.  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  No  report  had 
come  in  from  there. 

1803.  Art  41.  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  No  reports  had 
been  received  from  there. 

1804.  Art.  43.  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  No  reports 
from  there. 

1805.  Art  43.     New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Classis  of  Alkmaar  asks,  if,  in  case  no  further  report  comes 
in  from  those  churches,  they  can  not  be  dropped  from  the  Acts. 

1806.  Art.  43.     New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Classis  of  Edam  hands  in  a  letter  written  from  there  [New 
York],  March  17,  1806,  to  Rev.  G.  Habbema,  minister  at  Pur- 
merende,  accompanied  by  an  act,  written  in  English,  containng 
a  report  on  the  state  of  those  churches.  It  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Deputies,  that  they  might  communicate  its  contents 
to  the  Classis. 

1807.  Art.  43.     New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Deputies  had  the  Acts,  received  and  read  last  year,  trans- 
lated, but  found  nothing  therein  that  was  worthy  of  special 
attention. 

1808.  Art.  41.     New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Deputies  and  the  Classes  had  received  no  report  from  there. 

1809.  Art  40.     New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Neither  Deputies  nor  Classes  had  received  any  report  from 
there. 

1810.  Art.  40.  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  [Last  refer- 
ence.] 

Xoither  Deputies  nor  Classes  had  received  any  report  from 
there. 

With  tlie  political  troubles  then  prevailing  in  Holland,  the 
reference  to  Nev;  Yoxk  «iivd  New  Jersey  is  finally  dropped  in  the 
minutes  of  the  Synod  oi^oT\3cvlS.^'Kiv^,   ^,^.^. 
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"  INVENTORY  "  OR  CATALOGUE  OF  THE  CONTENTS 
OF  THE  OLD  ARCHIVES  OF  THE  CLASSIS  OF 
AMSTERDAM.— TRANSLATED,  1897. 

(Thia  was  found  in  manuscript  in  the  archives,  1897.     It  ia  not 
very  accurate  in  Bomo  of  ite  statements.     It  is  said  to  have  been 
prepared  bj  order  of  Olassis,  about  1882.     E.  T.  C.) 
(A  MSS.  Volume  found  in  the  Archives.) 


Synodical  Documents,  written  in  folio  volumes. 

1.  A  volume  containing  the  "  Church  DiscdpUne  "  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  of  France,  from  1559-1571,  as  well  as  the  Acta  of 
their  Synod  from  1573-1608,  witli  a  Register  (or  Index).  Marked 
A.  61. 

3.  A  volume  containing  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland, 
froin  1600-1617.     Marked  B.  62. 

3.  Acta  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  from  1618-1810,  in 
eighteen  volumes.     Marked  0-V,  53-70. 

[Here  we  have  a  c<»nplete  set  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular 
SjTOod  of  North  Holland,  1600-1810.     E.  T.  C] 

4.  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  for  (separate)  years, 
viz.:  1595-6,  1599-1608,  1618,  1620-26,  1629-81,  1633-37,  1639, 
1643-45, 1648,  (bound  together)  in  one  volume.     Marked  74. 

6.  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  for  the  (separate)  years 
1661-4,  1666,  1670,  1671,  1673'-5,  1678,  1681-4,  1689-91,  1694, 
1696,  1697,  (bound  together)  in  one  volume.     March  75. 

6.  Acta  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  for  the  years  1701, 1703, 
1705, 1707,  1709-1720,  (bound  together)  in  one  volume.  Marked 
T6. 


Acts  etc  1721-30, 

in  one  volume. 

Marke 

d  76. 

IJSl^O, 

"    " 

" 

77. 

1741-50, 

" 

78. 

1751-60, 

"    " 

" 

79. 

1761-70, 

"     "         " 

" 

80. 

1771-79 

"     " 

>' 

Wl. 
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13.  Acts  etc.  1780-84, 

1787-8,        in  one  volume.     Marked  88. 

14.  "         1790-99,        "     "         "  "       84. 

15.  "         1800-1810,    "     "         "  "       85. 

16.  Acta  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  North  Holland,  1783-94,  in 
one  volume. 

17.  Repertorium,  or  Register,  (Digest)  of  all  the  Acts  of  the 
Particular  Synod  of  North  Holland  1572-1794,  together  with  those 
of  a  certain  Provincial  Synod,  held  at  Haarlem,  Anno  1672,  bound 
together  in  one  (very  large)  brown  leather  volume,  with  a  loose 
linen  cover.     (This  is  the  Second  Part  of  this  Repertorium.) 

18.  Acta  Synodi,  held  at  Woerden,  July  8th-18th,  1794,  in 
cover. 

19.  Acta  Synodi,  Galeriae,  1801,  in  cover. 

20.  Notes  from  the  Synodical  Acts  of  South  Holland,  ooo- 
ceming  the  Happenings  in  the  Matter  and  Confession  of  the 
Remonstrants,  1619-1777,  with  Register  (Index),  in  one  volume^ 
with  Titla 

IL 

Classical  Documents. 

Concerning  Foreign  Congregations  standing  in  some  kind  of 
Relation  with  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

A.   (Documents)  in  Volumes. 

1.  Acta,  or  Handelingen,  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  about  the  Indian  and  other  Foreign  Churches,  in  six 
folio,  parchment-bound  volumes,  numbered  20-25,  as  follows: 

A.  July  18th,  1639-May  27th,  1663.     (Vol.  20.) 

B.  Apr.  4th,  1663-Nov.  25th,  1720.     (Vol.  21.) 

C.  Apr.  8th,  1721-Apr.  13th,  1744.     (Vol.  22.) 

D.  Apr.  5th,  1746-Ang.  9th,  1758.     (Vol.  23.) 

[N.  B.  The  missing  years,  1744-6,  are  found  at  the  other  end 
of  this  volume,  when  turned  upside  down.     E.  T.  C] 

E.  Apr.  5th,  1751-Feb.  21st,  1781.     (Vol.  24.) 

F.  Apr.  2nd,  nSVStiii.  \0, 1^04.     (Vol.  25.) 
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2.    EXTRAOTS  FKOU  LsTTEBS  TO  FOBBIOIT  ChPSOHBB. 

In  folio  parehmeut-bound  Volumes,  (as  foUows)  : 
[Yob.  26-32  record  the  letters  of  Classis  in  regular  order,  but 
only  80,  31,  32,  are  n;iarked  "  Copy-booka,"  or  Boots  for  recording 
the  letters  from  tlie  Classis.     See  Vol.  39.     E.  T.  C] 

a.  Volume  numbered  26,  running  from  Apr.  7tli  1648  to  March 
22nd  1655. 

[Note  on  mai^n  of  Inventory  here:  To  this  writing  there  pre- 
cedes a  not  yet  catalt^ued,  very  damaged  Copy-book,  (Beoording 
Book),  about  the  Missions,  running  until  1635.  The  letters  sent 
away,  until  May  1648,  and  (one  docum^it  in)  1666,  are  to  be 
found  with  the  Classical  Acts  in  Volume  39.  But  therewith,  some 
mistake  has  certainly  been  made.  No.  26  oiigbt  to  have  fc^owed 
No.  39. — ^But  see  paragraph  9,  below.     E.  T.  C] 

[Or  rather  VoL  39  ought  to  have  preceded  VoL  26 ;  while  Vol. 
87,  which  is  an  Index  to  Vol.  39,  ought  to  have  been  bound  up  with 
it.  Vol.  39  contains  some  Acts  of  the  Classis,  some  Acts  of  the 
Deputies,  mostly  repetitions  of  what  are  found  in  Vol.  iv,  of  Acts 
of  Classis;  and  some  letters  of  the  Classis,  all  between  1636-1648. 
E.  T.  C] 

b.  No.  27.  Running  from  May  Ist,  1666-Dec  29th,  1700. 

c  No.  28  is  lost.      [But  it  is  now  (1897)  in  the  Archives,  but 
the  number  of  the  Volume  is  hardly  legible.     E.  T.  C] 
d.  No.  29.     From  Dec  1727-Oet.  29th,  1743. 
ei  No.  30.     From  Oct  29th,  1743-Apr.  2nd,  1753. 

f.  No.  31.     From  Apr.  2nd,  1753-Oct.  4th,  1779. 

g.  No.  32.     From  Jan.  11th,  1780-Oct.  24th,  1804. 

[Vol.  30  is  marked  Part  I  (Letters  1-136).  Vol.  31  is  marked 
Part  II  (Letters  1-314.)  Vol.  32  is  marked  Part  III  (Letters 
1-95)  and  these  three  Vols,  are  called  Copy-books,  or  bodes  for 
recording  the  letters  sent  by  Classis.  The  same  is  true  of  39,  :ind 
of  all  betwcMi  26  and  32.     E.  T.  C] 

3.  Extracts  from  letters  received  from  abroad,  beginning  with 
the  year  1759,  and  running  to  Jan.  Ist,  1781,  marked  (Volume) 
33,  in  a  folio,  parchment-bound  volume. 
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iN".  B.  Although  this  Volumo  is  marked  33,  it  belongs  plainly 
with  31,  as  is  also  in  some  measure  to  be  made  out  from  the  titl& 

[This  note  is  a  mistake.  Vol.  33  is  marked  Second  Part  not 
with  reference  to  Vol.  31,  but  with  reference  to  Vol.  23,  as  now 
numbered,  which  is  First  Part  of  Extracts  from  Foreign  Letters; 

•  

while  Vol.  34,  is  Third  Part  of  this  set  of  Extracts.  This  is 
obvious  for  several  reasons:  1.  Although  Vol.  23  is  in  the  9et  of 
Minutes  of  Deputies,  it  is  also  full  of  Extracts  from  Foreign 
Letters.  2.  These  letters  run  to  1758,  and  VoL  33  begins  with 
letters  of  1759.  3.  Then  also  the  letters  in  Vol.  23,  are  numbered 
from  1-282,  and  in  Vol.  33  they  run  from  283-576. 

These  Volumes  are  also  marked  thus : 

Vol.  23,  marked  Part  I  (Letters  1-282) 

Vol.  33,  marked  Part  II  (Letters  283-576) 

Vol.  34,  marked  Part  III  (Letters  1-53) 

These  Volumes  were  yet  unnumbered,  when  marked  by  these 
Parts,  I,  II,  and  III.     E.  T.  C] 

4.  Extracts  from  Letters  received  from  abroad  from  Oct  254 
1780  imtil  Feb.  6th  1792,  in  folio,  parchmentrbound  Volume,  with 
title.  Third  Part,  numbered  34. 

5.  Copies  and  Extracts  from  Letters  concerning  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Churches,  written  to,  and  answered  by  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  with  Register  (Index)  ;  running  from  March  1752- 
1772 ;  in  folio,  parchment-bound  volume,  numbered  35. 

X.  B.  Turning  this  volume  upside  down,  at  the  back  end,  will 
be  found  tho  Acts  of  the  Deputies  concerning  the  Pennsylvania 
Churches,  from  April  1753  until  Dec  18th  1772. 

6.  Acts  concerning  the  Church  of  Banda,  [an  island  in  the 
Indian  Ocean],  subscribed  by  the  Consistory  of  the  congregation 
of  Banda,  Aug.  13th,  1625,  and  running  from  March  17th  1623 
until  Aug.  24th  1624.  In  large  folios,  brown-leather  bound 
Volumo,  with  copper  clasps  and  comers,  marked  3Sa, 

7.  Register  of  the  children,  baptized  on  the  reef  at  Pemarabuco, 
from  July,  1633  to  Jan.  1654.  Folio,  parchment  bound  volume, 
marked  3Sb. 


or  THB  Btaib  of  Nbw  Yore.  4399 

8.  Kegistor  (Index)  of  eocleeiastical  matters  in  the  East  Indies, 
West  Indies,  Guinea,  Virginia  or  New  NetJierland, 

[Here  Vi^inia  and  New  Netberland  are  identified.  It  is  in 
this  Index  that  Jonas  Hichaelius  is  said  to  be  "  late  minister  to 
Vi^inia."  So  in  Acts  of  Classis,  Vol.  iv,  when  asked  to  go  back 
to  New  Amsterdam,  the  mai^in  is  marked  "  Virginia."  On  cover 
**  Virginia  or  New  Netberland."  E.  T.  C] 
contained  in  the  Acta,  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  of  the 
Deputies  of  the  same;  together  with  the  letters  sent  to  thorn  from 
the  East  Indies,  etc.,  or  belonging  to  the  said  charchee.  In  folio, 
parcbment^bound  Volume,  marked  37. 

[This  volume  is  onlj  an  Index  to  VoL  39,  below,  and  does  not 
extend  later  than  1648.     E.  T.  C] 

9.  Eonnula-Book  containing  decrees,  formulas,  in3tructions  for 
Foreign  Churches,  etc.,  with  Register.  (?)  In  folio,  parchment 
bound  Volume,  marked  39. 

[The  ntunbering  of  these  Volumes  is  very  faulty.    E.  T.  C] 

B.  (Documents)  in  Portfolios. 
I.  East  Indiea     Four  Portfolios,  numbered  i-iv,  containing 

1.  Loose  writings  chronologically  arranged,  running  from  1630- 
1699,  being,  partly,  ecclesiastical  reports,  especially  concerning  the 
congregations  at  Amboyua  and  Banda ;  and  partly,  papers  concern- 
ing ecclesiastical  disputes.  There  is  also  a  lot  of  documents  about 
the  printing  and  revision  of  the  Bible  translations  in  Low  Malay. 

2.  Beports  and  Statements  from  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
East  Indies  for  the  years  1701,  1737,  1739,  1741,  1744-7;  with 
particular  accounts  of  the  Church  at  Amboyna,  etc.,  for  1707, 
1710,  1713,  1716,  1719,  1722,  1725,  1731,  1737,  1738;  also 
doooments,  partly  concerning  ecclesiastical  disputes,  and  partly 
concerning  the  propriety  of  printing  the  Malay  veruon  of  the 
Bible  in  Arabic  letters  or  in  Latin  letters.  There  is  also  found 
therein  a  complaint  from  the  Portugese  ministers  at  Batavia,  con- 
cerning the  establishment  of  a  Lutheran  congregation  there. 

3.  Rqwrts  concerning  the  Indian  Church  for  the  years  1751-6, 
1768-9,  1761-2,  1764-72,  1774-5,  1777,  1779-1788, 11%?.,  V^-'^'^V 
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together  with  special  ecclesiastical  reports  from  Sawarang  for  the 
jear  1756.     Also  some  letters^  (among  which  three,  from  Bandir 
Neira,  of  1754,  are  very  important,)  and  other  papers,  chiefly  con- 
cerning ecclesiastical  disputes. 
4.  Certain  writings: 

(1)  A  writing  in  the  Portugese  language,  from  J.  F.  A. 
d'Aimeda,  about  the  differences  between  the  Roman  Catholic  and 
the  Apostolic  faith.     No  date. 

(2)  A  Malay  writing  from  Domine  Spiljardus.     No  data 

(3)  A  Malay  Cat^hism  from  Domine  Roman.     Anno  1750. 

(4)  "  The  Honor  and  Glory  of  Christ  in  all."  (lyEere  en 
Heerlickheyt  Christi  in  alien;)  exhibited  by  Nathaniel  de  Pope^ 
minister  of  the  Word  of  God  in  the  Netherlands  East  Indies.  No 
date. 

(5)  "Formulier  der  Vraag  stukke,"  by  Domine  Robertas 
Junius.     Translated  by  Frans  Olhof.     No  date. 

(6)  Two  sermons  by  Domine  Junius  on  Pa.  50 :15,  and  Ps.  116: 
12,  with  prayers  and  songs. 

(7)  Two  letters  from  Tayoma  (Formosa)  between  1643-1650. 

(8)  Common  Formula  of  the  Christian  Religion  by  Domiiie 
Junco ;  left  at  his  decease,  in  the  Villages  Soling,  Sinckan,  Mattan, 
etc.,  in  1649. 

(9)  Considerations  and  suggestions  concerning  the  woA  of 
Indian  Ecclesiastical  matters  bv  Domine  Ilofsteede,  1780. 

[Seo  Hofstedes  "  East  India  Cases  "  in  Dutch,  printe<i  1780. 
E.  T.  C] 

In  duplicate.     One  of  these  is  subscribed  by  Domino  J.  Dermout 
IT.  Ceylon.     Three  Portfolios,  nimibered  i-iii,  containing: 

1.  An  alms  account  ( )  from  1630;  partly  mutilated. 

Reports  concerning  the  churches  and  schools  on  the  island  for 
1657,  1662-70,  1674,  1675,  1677-8,  1682-5,  1687,  1690,  1693, 

1695-9 Letters  and  Reports,  among  which  are  some 

concerning  the  erection  of  a  Seminary  for  natives,  in  1690-1 ;  and 
a  Cingalese  Bible  translation  and  Dictionary. 
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2.  Beports  ooucerniog  diurcliee  and  schools  for  the  years  1700, 

1702-26,  1729-31,  1736-39,  1741-50 Private  doca- 

meoLts  on  eccleaiastical  disputes. 

8.  Reports  oonceming  churches  and  schools  for  lite  years  1751- 
71,  1778, 1775-6,  1778-81,  1783-6,  1791-2,  beeidea  some  letters. 

IIL  West  Indies. 

A.  Surinam.     Seven  Portfolios,  numbered  i-vli,  oontaining, 

i  &  ii.  The  Acta  Conventus  Deputatorum,  or  General  Ifeeting 
of  the  Consistories  of  the  respective  churches  and  divisions  of  the 
Colony  of  Surinam,  for  the  years  1719-21,  1723-6,  1730-35,  1738- 
76, 1778,  1780-82,  1784, 1791. 

lit.  Letters  and  ecclesiastical  documents  for  1681-97;  and  also 
for  1714-35. 

iv.  Letters  on  ecclesiastical  disputes,  among  ministers,  and  with 
the  civil  authorities,  etc.,  for  1736-47. 

V.  Document  on  various  ecclesiastical  disputes  between  three 
ministers ;  with  a  lot  of  details,  in  the  year  1748 ;  in  the  French 
and  Dutch  languages. 

vi.  Ecclesiastical  letters  and  controversies.  Keeolutions  of  the 
Governor  General  with  accompanying  documents.  Kis.iives  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  1749-1759,  some  in  French  and  some  in 
Latin. 

vii.  Some  ecclesiastical  documents  for  1761-84.     In  addition 

(1)  Conditions  and  Articles  granted  by  the  Society  of  Surinam 
to  the  Lutheran  Congr^ation,  which  (1741 )  is  to  be  erected  there. 

(2)  A  Short  Summary  of  the  Doctrines  of  the  Christian  Faith, 
for  the  use  of  the  congregation  of  Paramaribo,  by  P.  T.  (Pierre 
Tvar)  1744. 

(3)  Catalogue  of  the  Theological,  Historical  and  other  Books, 
kept  in  the  Deacon's  House  of  the  Poor  and  Orphaned,  at  Para- 
maribo; made  in  the  year  1745,  by  Domine  Antonius  Andra. 

B.  Curaooa.  Two  Portfolios,  marked  i  &  ii,  cont^ning 
ecclesiastical  documents  from  1640-1787,  chronologically  arranged, 
and  marked  in  red-ink  from  C  1-0  92. 

C.  Smaller  Islands.  One  Portfolio  with  ecclesiastical  docu- 
ments concerning  the  congr^ations  of  St.  Cioix^  St.  Tiv^-mas.  vxA 
St  EastatioB,  1720-91. 


4402  EccLBUAsncAL  Bbcohds 

IV.  Cape  of  Qood  Hope.  Two  Portfolioe,  numbered  i  &  ii, 
containing: 

i.  Reports,  1655-1755  of  the  Comforters  of  the  Side,  and  of  the 
Ministers  there,  oonceming  the  condition  of  the  congregations  at 
the  Cape  and  at  Drakenstejn ;  also  documents  concerning  personal 
and  ecclesiastical  diiTorenoes,  chiefly  in  letters  to  the  Classis  of 
lAmsterdanL 

ii.  Similar  documents,  1756-98 ;  also  documents  about  a  dispute 
between  a  Lutheran  and  Beformed  Church  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  178*4. 

V.  North  America.     Three  Portfolios,  marked  i-iii,  containing 
i.  Extracts  from  a  letter  of  Governor  Gteneral  Stuyvesant  con- 
cerning the  Lutherans.     Letters  of  the  Reformed  Churches  and 
Ministers  in  the  State  of  New  York  from  1700-1750.     Documenta 
about  the  Coetus,  organized  there  in  1737. 

[This  shows  that  this  Classification  was  made  after  1842,  when 
Mr.  Brodhead  brought  manj"  letters  (supposed  to  be  all  possessed 
by  the  Classis)  to  New  York.  These,  then  in  Bundles,  were  out 
of  sight     E.  T.  C] 

ii.  Acts  of  the  Coetus  of  New  York  for  diflFerent  yean 
Documents  about  personal  and  ecclesiastical  differences.  Letters 
from  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  1751-87. 

iii.  Documents  concerning  the  Coetus  of  Pennsylvania.  Let- 
ters in  the  German  and  Dutch  languages  from  Eevs.  Weiss, 
Schlatter,  etc.     Church  accounts  and  other  financial  documents. 

VL  Varia.     A  Portfolio,  containing: 

A.  Private  letters  to  the  Messrs.  Deputati  ad  res  Extents,  d.  i 
a.  a.  and  others. 

B.  Extracts.  Resolution  of  the  States  General  and  of  the 
Admiralty. 

C.  Points  of  enquiry  about  the  boldness  of  the  Papacy;  and  a 
communication  to  the  Churches  in  the  vicinity  of  Amsterdam  about 
means  of  opposing  the  same;  1725. 

D.  Letters  from  Poland,  Germany,  Switzerland,  chiefly  oon- 
ceming collections  in  the  Churches. 

E.  Documents  irom  \\i^  T3Yt«i\»t^  ol  \3aft  Eaat  India  Company 
for  1776,  1782, 1784,  n8?>. 
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CLASSICAX  DOCUMENTS— DOMESTIC  AFFAIRS. 
1.  Acts  of  the  Claaaia  of  Amsterdain  in  18  Volumes,  numbered 
bom  1-18,  and  running  year  by  year,  as  foUovs: 
Vols.      Years. 
1582-1606. 
1606-162011. 
1620b-1631«. 

4.  1631b-1645. 

5.  1646-l'656a. 
16S6b-ie70. 
1671-16868. 
1686b-1701a. 

9.  1701b-lT16a. 

10.  1715b-1730a. 

11.  1730b-1741a. 

12.  1741b-1764«. 

13.  1754b-1764a. 
1764b-1774. 
1775-1790a. 

16.  1790b-1805a. 

17.  1805b-1808. 

18.  1809-1816. 
.  Copies  of  the  Calls  of  the  Congregations  belonging  to  the 

Olaasis  of  Amsterdam,  in  a  foHo  parchment-bound  Volume,  No.  40. 

3.  The  Kulee  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  newly  revised  and 
adopted,  Sept.  3rd  1770.  In  one  email  folio,  parchment  bound 
Volume,  marked  41. 

4.  Register  of  the  Svmodical  Protests  and  Heeolutions  (B». 
monstrantien  en  ApostiUen)  in  the  Claaais  of  Amsterdam,  1651- 
leSO.     Marked  71. 

6.  Ilegiater  and  Summary  of  all  Notable  Documents  end  Reso- 
lutions of  the  Particular  Synods,  and  a  Provincial 

to  tbe  Northern  Quarter  from  1572-1651,  a\^\iB!De\AcsJiV-3  vCTwwgA- 


4404  Ecclesiastical  Records 

6.  Catechism,  or  Instruction  in  the  Christian  Religion,  as  the 
same  is  taught  in  the  Churches  and  Schools  in  the  Electorate  of 
the  Palatinate  and  of  the  Netherlands  Middleburg.  Bj  B. 
Schilders,  1611.     Pages  114.     After  which  in  script^ 

1.  Formula  of  Subscription,  as  established  in  the  National 
Synod  of  Dort,  1610,  and  subscribed  by  667  persons  whose  namfii 
are  numbered  and  by  many  more  unnumbered. 

2.  A  Declaration  for  the  maintaining  of  the  Canons  of  the 
Synod  of  Dort;  subscribed  by  the  Ministers  of  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam. 

8.  A  Particular  Promise  to  abstain 

concerning  other  congregations,  with  34  subscriptiona 

4.  Promises  subscribed  by  licentiates.  Parchment  Yolnme^ 
4to. 

7.  ActrBook  of  the  Church  Visitation  (Conunittee,)  1792-1816. 
In  bound  leather  cover,  4to.     Unpaged. 

8.  Receipt  and  Disbursement  Book  of  the  Classis  of  AmsterdaiDi 
in  three  Parchment  Volumes,  4to.,  as  follows : 

(1)  From  1737-1750. 

(2)  From  1751-1770. 

(3)  From  1770-1816. 

9.  Church-Book,  containing  the  minutes  of  the  Consistory,  list 
of  members,  of  baptized  children,  and  of  marriages  performed 
(vertrokken)  from  1611-1690,  in  the  congregation  of  Cuddstraat 
A  Parchment-bound  Volume. 

10.  Two  small  memorandum-books  of  Classical  payments.  Sva 
In  green  parchment  Covering  the  same  years  as  No.  8.  (1737- 
1816.) 

11.  A  Portfolio  entitled  "Domestic  Miscellany '*, — (Varii 
Binnenland),  containing 

A.  Political  Resolutions  and  Writings  for  the  years  1772, 1776, 
1802,  1803,  1806-10. 

B.  Documents  concerning  the  case  of  Domine  D.  D.  Van 
Vianen,  in  1757.     (West  Indies.) 

C.  Docimients  about  the  disputes  in  the  Diaconate  at  Naarden, 
1767. 
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D.  Docoments  oonceming  the  law  suit  of  the  Classis  with 
Domine  Fyken,  1759. 

E.  Documents  concerning  the  doctrinal  dispute  between  two 
Church-helpers,  (godadienstonderwjzen)  at  Amsterdam,  1767. 

F.  Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  in  the  case  of  a  certain 
anutll  book,  entitled,  "  The  Order  of  Salvation  ",  (Orde  dea  Heils,) 
of  Domine  Kleman,  minister  at  Voorburg,  1775. 

G.  Documents  concerning  the  mission  of  Domine  Pieraon,  an 
English  minister  at  Amsterdam,  in  1795. 

H.  Letters  and  Documents  concerning  the  suspension  of  Domine 
O.  J.  Beer,  at  Muiderbei^ ;  also  some  papers  relating  to  the  Church- 
building  there,  1688-7. 

I.  Divers  documents,  declarations,  letters,  etc,  etc,  concerning 
the  Holland  Reformed  Church  in  general,  and  the  oongr^ationa 
of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  in  particular,  1796-99. 


DUTCH  AND  FRENCH  MINISTERS  AND  CHURCHES 

BEFORE  THE  TEAR  1700. 
Names  of  Ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  Middle 
Colonies,  in  order  of  their  Arrival,  between  1628-1700. 

1.  Jonas  Johannes  Michaelius,  1628- 1     Returned  to  Holland. 

2.  Everardns  Wilhelmus  Bogardus,  1633-1647.     Died  cm  voyage 

to  Holland. 

3.  Johannes  M^apolensis,  1642-1669.     Died  in  New  York. 

4.  Johannes  Backerns,  1647-1649.     Returned  to  Holland. 
6.  Wilhelmus  Graameer,  1651-1652.     Returned  to  Holland. 
6.  Samuel  Drisius,  1652-1673.     Died  in  New  York. 

1.  Gideon  Schaats,  1652-1694.     Died  in  Albany. 

8.  Johannes  Theodorus  Folhemns,  1654-1676.     Died  on  Long 

Island. 

9.  Casparus  Carpentier,  1657-1684.     Died  in  Delaware. 

10.  Everardus  Welius,  1657-1659.     Died  in  Delaware. 

11.  Michael  Zyperus  (Siperius,)  1659-1664.     Went  to  Vii^nia. 
13.  Hermanua  Btom,  1669-1667.     Returned  to  Ko^^KtA, 
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13.  Henricus   Selyns,   1660-1664.     Returned  to  HallanA    See 

No.  23. 

14.  A^dius  Luyck,  1662-1672. 

15.  Wamerus  Hadson.     Died  on  passage  over,  1664. 

16.  Samuel  Megapolensis,  1664-1668.     Returned  to  Holland. 

17.  William  Van  Nieuwenhuysen,   1671-1681.     Died   in  Net 

York. 

18.  Nicholas  Van  Rensselaer,  1675-1677.     Died  at  Albany,  1678. 

19.  Casparus  Van  Zuuren,  1677-1685.     Returned  to  Holland 

20.  Laurentius  Van  Oassbeeck,  1678-1680.    Died  at  Kingston. 

21.  Fetrus    Tessehenmacker,    1675-1690.     Massacred    by   die 

Indians  at  Schenectady. 

22.  Johannes  Weeksteen,  1681-1687.     Died  at  Kingston. 

23.  Henricus   Selyns,    1682-1701.     Died   in  New   YorL    Sea 

No.  13. 

24.  Pierre  Daille,  (French,)   1683-1696.     Removed  to  Boston. 

Died  1715. 

25.  Godfridus  Dellius,  1683-1699.     Returned  to  Holland. 

26.  Rudolphus  Van  Varick,  1685-1694.     Died  on  Long  Islani 

27.  Daniel  Bondet,  (French,)  1697-1722.    Died  at  New  Rochellft 

28.  Laurentius  Van  don  Bosch,  (French,)  1686-1689.     W^tto 

Maryland. 

29.  David  Bon  Repos,   (French,)  1696-1734.     Died  on  Statm 

Island. 

30.  Pierre  Peiret,  (French,)  1688-1704.     Died  in  New  York. 

31.  Guilliam  Bortholf,  1693-1724.     Died  at  Hackensack,  N.  J. 

32.  Wilhelmus  Lupardus,  1695-1702.     Died  on  Long  Island 

33.  Johannes  Petnis  Nucella,  1695-1704.     Went  to  London. 

34.  Gualtenis  DuBois.  1699-1751.     Died  in  New  York. 

35.  James   Laborei,    [Oxford,   Mass.    1699-1704;]    1704r-l734. 

Died  in  New  York. 
56.  Johannes  Lydius,  1700-1709.     Died  in  Albany. 
?7.  Bemardus  Freerman,  1700-1743.     Died  on  Long  Island. 


OB-  THE  Stath  or  Nbw  Tobk  mot 

LiBT  OF  THB  Rbfo&ubd  Chcbohbb,  ht  thb  Middui  CoLomsB 
Bbvo&b  1700. 

1.  New  Amsterdam,  (New  York)  1628. 

2.  Fort  Orange  (Albany)  1642. 

3.  Boahwick,  L.  I.  1664. 

4.  Fatbiisli,  L.  I.  1664. 
6.  Flatlamis,  L.  I.  1664. 

6.  New  Amstel,  Del.  1654. 
T.  Gravesend,  L.  I.  1665. 
8.  Kmgaton,  N.  T.  1669. 
>.  Bergen,  N.  J.  1660. 

10.  Harlem,  N.  Y.  1660. 

11.  Stuyreaant'a  Bouwerie,  1660. 
13.  Staten  Island,  1665. 

13.  Soheneotady,  N.  Y.  1670. 

14.  New  trtrecht,  L.  I.  1677. 

IB.  French  Beformed,  New  York  Oity,  1688. 

16.  New  Paltz,  N.  Y.  1683. 

17.  Hackensack,  N.  J.  1686. 

18.  New  BocheUe,  N.  Y.  1688. 
10.  Fort  Richmond,  S.  I.  1690. 

20.  Aqnackanoock,  N.  J.  1693. 

21.  Tappan,  N.  Y.  1694 

22.  Fordham,  N.  Y.  1696. 

23.  Tarrjtomi,  N.  Y.  1697. 

24.  Freehold,  N.  J.  1699. 
26.  Uiddletown,  N.  J.  1699. 

26.  Earitan,  N.  J.  1699. 

27.  Bellerille,  N.  J.  1699. 

AlflO  St.  Thomas,  "West  Indiea,  1660?;  Curacao,  etc 

SnbscriptionB  to  the  Boctrince  and  Order  of  the  Beformed  Church 

of  the  Netherlands,  chiefly  of  Hinistera  who  came  to  America 

through  the  Classia  of  Amsterdam. 

From  Vol.  45,  in  the  Archives  of  the  Clessis  of  Amsterdam,  in  the 

New  Church.     The  dates  ate  nol  a\'W3«  ^-^on. 
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Specimens. 

No.      1.  Johannes  Le  Maire— [The  first  signature,  1578  f] 
No.    66.  Everbardus  Boghaerdns.     Sent  by  the  Classis  to  tba 

Church  of  New  Netherland  (Gesonden  van  daani 

aende  Rercke  nae  Nieuw  Nederlandt)  July  15, 1633. 
No.    75.  Joh.  Th.  Polhemis,  V.  D.  M.  ad  Brasiliensis.    Actom 

5  Dec.  (?)  1635. 
No.  124.  Casparus  de  Carpentier,  servant  of  the  Holy  Ghost  it 

Amsterdam,  Anno  1650,  19  April. 
No.  125.  Guielmus  Nieuwenhausen ;   called   as  minister  to  the 

Church  of  Christ  at  New  York,  16  March,  16TL 

(Probably   the   item   about   New  York   was  added 

subsequently.) 
No.  133.  Gideon  Schaets,  called  as  minister  to  BensselaerswfdEi 

in  New  Netherland,  6  May,  1652. 
Na  159.  Everardus  Wilius,  (Welius),  called  as  minister  to  Xaf 

Netherland  at  the  South  River, — (at  a  place)  nazasd 

New  Amstel,  10  (30  f)  April,  1657. 
No.  171.  Henricus  Selyns,  called  as  minister  to  Brenckekn,  id 

New  Netherland,  16  Feb.  1660. 
No.  172.  Hermanus  Blom,  minister  at  Esopus,  in  New  Nether 

land,  Feb.  16,  1660. 
No.  173.  John    Van    Xieuwenhuysen,    minister   at    Amsterdam, 

1660. 
No.  194.  Wamerus  Haszingh  (Hadson),  called  as  minister  tolfew 

Netherland,  on  the  South  River,  26  Nov.  1663. 
No.  201.  Henricus  Selyns,  Church  of  Waverveen,  (in  Holland) 

Oct.  11,  1666. 
No.  218.  Alexander  Hodges,  as  pastor  of  the  English  (at  Amster 

dam)  1669,  Feb.  18. 
Xo.  252.  Casparus  Van   Zueren,   preacher  in  New   Netherlani 

(1677.) 
No.  260.  Laurentius  Van  GatBbeeck,  minister  at  the  Esopus  in 

New  Netherland.     7  March,  1678. 
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Tfo.277.  Johannea    Weacksteen.     May    5,    1681.     Lugduno-BB- 

tavae.     [Lejden.] 
ISo.  319.  Emeetns  De  Witte,  1689. 
"No.  343.  Jc^annea  Fetrus  Nucella ;  called  as  miniBter  to  Kingston, 

in  New  Netherlancl.     Ordained  April  13,  1694. 
.'^T'o.  3''"  J^ucolphoa  Euizinga,  minister  in  Guiana,  1694. 
'No.  852.  'Willielmus  Lapardua ;  minister  in  New  Netiierlond,  Oct 

24,  169S. 
No.  353.  Christopborus  Nucella,  minister  in  Suriname,  S  Sept. 

1696. 
Na  867.  Gualteros  Bu  Bois,  called  as  minister  to  New  York. 

(1689.) 

JEC  Ac.  &e. 

Some  names  of  American  ministers  are  not  found  herein. 
There  parties  went  from  other  Classia  to  America,  as  Kichaelins 
Stmo  the  Classis  of  Enkhuyzen;  Freermau  from  the  Cloasis  of 
Lingen  in  Germany,  etc.  There  are  two  Hats  of  ugnatures  gener- 
ally identical,  but  in  second  list  after  Ca^arus  Van  Zuuren,  occurs 
the  name  of  "Godfridus  Dellius,  minister  of  Albany,  in  America, 
20  July,  1682,"  which  does  not  occur  in  first  list — probably 
throng  some  nef^ect. 

This  one  ClassiB  of  Amsterdam,  between  1758-1903,  licensed 
no  less  than  1900  persons  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  ordained  to 
the  ministry  about  1800,  according  to  the  recently  published 
"Gedenkboe^  ",  or  Memorial  Volume  of  the  First  325  years  of 
her  history.  This  work  is  now  in  conrse  of  translati<»i.  See 
Beview  of  it,  in  Christian  Intelligencer,  Sept.  14,  1904.     E.  T.  C. 

Eajklt  Gbadcatbs  of  Hoixabd  IJNrvKRsiTiBs  Who  Caics  to 

AUSBIOA. 

Album  Aoademiae  Groninganae,  Habens  Nomina  Stndioeorum,* 
(Manibus  ipsorum  signata),  Coeptum  Anno  1415  die  13 
Martii. 
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Specikbns. 

Ministers  in  America. 

Matriculations  in  University  of  Oroningen. 


MATBU't'I^TIOX.  KAMBa. 

1680,  Jane     1.     Petnis  Teschenmachenu. 


Elberfeldo-SEoo- 


1S44. 

Feb. 

13. 

1662. 

Apr. 

2. 

1705, 

Not. 

2. 

J714. 

Auf. 

28. 

1717. 

May 

18. 

1718. 

Sept. 

10. 

1724. 

Oct. 

4. 

1732. 

Sept. 

8. 

1735. 

Apr. 

5. 

1747. 

Sept. 

6. 

1749. 

Sept. 

15. 

1751, 

Sept. 

14. 

1753, 

Nov. 

3. 

1754. 

Oct. 

n. 

1757. 

Sept. 

«. 

1758, 

Oct. 

11. 

Tetms  Teacbenmachenia.  Elberfddeiisia. 

Gratis  in  gratlam  D.  Fbrbesj,  profeta.  Theol. 

Petnis  Teaaemaecker.  Ultrajeetenala. 

Petnia  Ilenricua  ran  Drleaaen.      Coevordlenala. 
Ilajua  Dn.  Patri  per  Pedellani  renilal  obtatum. 


Reinbard  Ericbaon. 

Joannes  ran  Driesaen. 

nermannus  Meyer. 

Antonlus  Cartenlus. 

ECKO      Tonkena       IloeTenberg. 

Gratia. 
Petnia  Henr.  Doralua. 
llermamina  ICelJer. 
Cornells  Blaaw. 
Isaac  KljMllJk.     (iratls. 
WarmoldiiB  Kuiper. 
E.  Westerlo. 


TTermannuR  Meier. 
Kndolpbas  Ritzema. 
&c.  &c. 


Gronlnganoa. 

Monoghodamenala. 

Oldamptlnoa. 

Drentbinoa. 

Drentinua. 

Meoraanus. 

Bremenala. 

Alcmarianus. 

Groninfiranus. 

GroDinganas. 

Denekamp 

Transisllaniis. 
Bremensis. 
Americanus. 


PhlUMopUaiL 
onenais. 

PbiloaophlacL 


L.  L. 

Tbeolofflae. 
Theolociae. 
Tbeoloflae. 
Tbeoloflae. 

Theolofflae. 
Tlieoloflae. 
PhiL  et  Utt 
A.  L.  ST. 
Tbeoloslae. 
Tbeoloflae. 

Tbeoloslte. 


&c. 


From  "NaamiljHt  vnA  d**  studenten  sedert  de  oprlgting  der  llooge-scbool  te  Oronin- 
gen ingescbrcTen."  Or  "List  of  students  registered  In  the  Illgb-scbool  at  (ironln^a 
since  Its  establlsbment," — 1C15-1773. 


Names   of   Othkr   Ivmily    Students   at   the    1'mver.sity  oy 
Gronix<jex  of  Possible  Interest  ti»  Americax.^. 

Specimens. 


IIATKUI  I.ATION.  NAMES. 

101 5.  May       2.  RndolphiiR  Mlcbaelix. 

lOl.l.  Oft.     21.  <;.  van  Dam. 

ICIT.  May     17.  rhllHiertus  du  Bols.  Jr. 

1(»17,  Apr.       4.  (;u1n.indiiff  Riit^fersIuR, 

1010.  Apr.    22.  Erjto  Tonckens. 

1620.  Aug.      4.  Joannos  Rrouerus. 

I62».  Nov.    19.  Everhnrdus  AI)p1Is, 

1«21.  June   27.  Gemrdun  Ilopperl. 

1021.  A  UK.    27.  Joannrs  Von»t. 

1G22.   St'pt.  25.     r,\\\\\\<»\\s\M* 'SViLTceVW, 


RESIDENCE. 

liebranus. 

Amersfortlus. 

Ilaganns 

Batavii!!. 
Dordrac«»nu8,    Tbeol.    Profew.    In 
illuKtri   Schoia   Stelnfurt«nsi. 


STmr. 
Tbeoiogiae. 
L.  L.  Haas"- 

Itamm. 


Wln^chntanus. 
Zwollanus. 

Westortroldensiit. 
GronlnganuB. 
Frlslns  Or. 

Gretbanus. 


Pblloipophfa' 
Juri»      Utrl- 

Qsqae. 
I*bllo8or-bli«. 
I'hll. 
I'hil. 


or  TiiB  State  op  New  Tobk 


1«22.  Sept. 

86. 

Ulebiel  MIcbaeLli. 

Itictio«iii1a 

Holnatua. 

162*.  Not. 

Hennumi  BMckman. 

Gronlnganus. 

Phil. 

1828,  Jul; 

2. 

Thcol. 

1628,  Apr. 

28. 

HeDrlcui  BaesMldt, 

ZutphanleDsli. 

Phil. 

1828.  Apr. 

28. 

AntoolDi  Potter. 

PhlU 

1827,  No». 

5. 

SlmoD  Coniell  Pool, 

Amatelo- 

Thcol. 

1627.  Dm. 

B. 

AllardDi  PolmsD. 

OronlnganuB. 

Phil. 

1828,  Aug. 

21. 

Jacobus  DiDcUglui. 

EmM>&n(. 

Phil. 

182».  Aug. 

2f. 

Hamm.  W*Btph. 

Hed.  « 

18ze.  Ang. 

Glial terus  Tan  dcr  Be«, 

Pbll. 

1630.  Apr. 

21, 

Gora-TnbantQi. 

Tb«oL 

1680,  tSaj 

Pbll. 

1630.  Aug. 

27. 

I^iimitlii*  BeckluB. 

AleMDO-Palatlnim. 

Jur. 

1638,  Mar. 

U. 

Gora-Tubanms. 

Theol. 

Album    Studiosorum    Academiae     Logduno-Batavae,    1575— 
1875.*     Or    General    Catalogce   of   the    Univbesity   of 
Leyden, 1575-1875. 
I^ames  of  Dutch  Ministers  in  America  before  1700,  who  matricu- 
lated at  this  Institution. 
Specimens. 


1600.  Sept 

6 

JoannM  Mtchaell, 

23 

Tbeologlae. 

1020.  Sept 

28 

Samnel  Drialus, 

20 

1827.  Jane 

17 

Woerden. 

20 

Utttmrum. 

1649.  Jan. 

Samnel  Diiea, 

Anglos. 

48 

Hedldnae. 

lt>B2.  Jane 

4 

Ilprroanna  Btom, 

24 

TheologlBc. 

16«T,  Mar. 

HeDrlcui  Setma. 

21 

Theologiae. 

1608,  Oct. 

10 

Joanne*  Weecaleen. 

20 

HcdIclDae. 

1661,  Sept. 

10 

WllhelniDS  a  Nlenirea- 

bojaen 

Haarlemenala. 

18 

1881,  No». 

1667,  Feb. 

24 

LaureotluR  Tan  Osaabeeck 

22 

Cand. 

1688.  Sept. 

7 

Caspar  Vao  Zuercn. 

Gondanu*. 

20 

1669.  Apr. 

24 

Petnis  Teasemaker. 

BataTta  Indna. 

20 

Jurli. 

1670.  Not. 

IB 

V.  D.  M. 

20 

J674.  Feb. 

27 

Joanne*  Weecateeo, 

30 

TtaeolDglae. 

1CT6,  Fyb. 

SO 

Lflurentius  tsd  den  Bosch 

HannoTlanns, 

24 

Tbwloglae. 

1684.  Dec. 

1 

18. 

lfl»4.  Sept. 

13 

nenricus  Belja.  {Beja.) 

Dordracenua. 

21 

Tbeotoglaf 

1701.  Ang. 

27 

Ilenricuii  BeIJa,  (Beja.) 
*c.                4c. 

«e. 

27 

Medlclnae. 

dS'ifi 

TCh 

laed  lor  Collegiate  Cbnrcb, 

New  York,   In  int. 

Dei 

■oalted   In   their 

ary 

Fifth  ATtnue  and  Portr-elJr 

btb  ttreet.  New  York.    B 

T.  C 

4412 


ECCLESIAimCAL  BSCORDS 


The  following  persons  of  the  name  of  Michaelins  (MichielB)  tn 
found,  before  1650,  in  the  General  Catalogue  of  Lejden  Uni- 
versity.    (Album  Studiosorum  Academiae-Lugduno-BataTae). 


NAMI. 

Nlcolaas  MIcbMlli, 
Joatme§  Mieha^U, 
MlchMl  IClchaclliU 
Jftcotmi  IClefaaellui, 
JOANNES  ICICHAELI.* 
Henrteiw  Mlchaelli, 
Frmndieiit  Mtcbaell, 
ICarcot  MicbMll. 
/(NNMef  Miehaelia, 
Petmt  Mlchmellft, 

Justus  MIcbaelis, 
Cbiistlanat  Mlcbaellt, 
JoonneM  IfiotesMf . 
Jacobus  Micbell, 
Mlcbael  MicbasUs, 
Ooaswlnns  Mlcbaells, 

Godfridas  Micbaelis, 
Detmams  Micbaelis, 
Joannet  Micha^iuM, 

Daniel  Micbaelii, 
Florentlas  MIchaelides. 
Lndoricus  Micbaeliat, 
JoanneM  MicKaelia, 

RbelDholdu8  Mlcbaelius, 


1643,  Apr.    28.     TIenricus  Micbaelius. 


1C43,   Nov.     30.     Johannes  Michel, 


KATBICUULTIOX. 

1581.  Not. 

15. 

158S,  Jons 

19. 

1806.  Oct 

12. 

1598,  Sept 

2. 

1600.  Rept 

6. 

1602,  Ftb. 

20. 

1602.  May 

4. 

1602.  May 

4. 

1602.  Oct 

80. 

1611,  Aaf. 

12. 

1016.  Jane 

28. 

1619.  July 

2. 

1628,  Apr. 

28. 

1628.  Jane 

26. 

1624.  May 

80. 

1629.  May 

16. 

1630.  Apr. 

30. 

1682.  July 

20. 

1683.  Mar. 

25. 

1635.  May 

8. 

1638,  Oct 

1. 

16.39,  May 

17. 

1641,  Not. 

2. 

1641.  Nov. 

10. 

AlckmarlaBua, 

Antrerplenali* 
Satflitensis, 
26,  Danoa. 

28.  [HooranusT] 
14,  LoldcAsen, 

17.  GsDerensis, 

18.  OcnercBsli, 
14.  Ber^elgcnsli, 
20.  Beffioraontanus 

Bomatus, 
14.  Bncbnaanns, 

18,  Leidsnsli, 

20.  DaTcntrlensis. 

22.  OcnsTVBsIa, 

20.  HolmtQi, 

20.  SoMitcnsis  West 

falus. 
20.  Dordreebtanus. 
20,  Soostensls  Oennanns, 

19,  Hooranos, 

16. 

22,  Zeeland 
24,  Danus, 

29,  Stralsondenais 

Pomeranfa. 

23,  Begio  Montanus 

Borussus. 
22,  Danus, 


22,  Borussus, 


Tbeolofflae. 

LttterarvB. 

Jnria. 

PhlloaopUaa 

Tbeotoglae. 

Litteraras. 

LItteraniB. 

litteramaL 

Phllotophiaa 

Juris. 

Juris. 

titteramm. 

Tbeologtae. 

The<doclae. 

Jnris. 

Juris. 

Tbeotoglae. 
Jnria. 

Artiom    Ub* 
eraUom. 

Tbeologlae. 

Medidnae. 

Juris. 

Nobllls.   Pol. 

Pbllosopbtae. 
et    Matbe- 


Medldnae. 


*Tbi8  is  the  one  said  to  l>e  the  same  as  our  Jonas  Micbaelius  of  New  Amsterdam. 
His  name  sometimes  occurs  as  Jonas  Johannes  Micbaelius.  His  home  is  not  Klven. 
but  was  probably  at  Hoom.  Joannes  Micbaelis,  1583,  above,  is  possibly,  and  protw 
sblj.  his  father;  and  Joannes  Micbaelis.  1623,  bis  son.  The  Joannes  Micbaelis.  1601 
Is  the  cousin  of  Jonas,  or  Joannes  of  1600.  See  Notes,  after  the  letter  of  1628,  Vol.  i. 
pp.  68-73.  among  the  documents ;  and  also  a  note  on  document  dated,  July  S,  1638. 


or  THi  Statb  op  New  York  4413 

AL.BUM  SxtroiosoaDM  Acadbmiae  Rheno-Teajectisae,  1638- 

1886.*     Ok   Oeiteraj,    Cataixmjdb   ot    the    UxivEReiTY   of 

Uteboht,  1638-1886. 

Kinistere    in    America,    beforo    1700,    ^adiiates    of    Utrecht 

UniversitT. 

Specimens. 

184T,  HcrmMuin*  Blom,  AmatelodameiiBla. 

inso,  nrerhkrdD*  Wetlni,  Aautelodameoila  BaUvai^ 

19S4,  Sept.  Hmiieai  Sclljni,  Amatdodftmsiula. 

1604,  Bapt.  Bamn«l  Megapoletula,  HollaDdaa. 

1G63  aama«r  Meg&polemU,  NoortbolUDdna. 

1660,  Radolpbna  a  Tariek,  SiMnnala. 

1671.  PeCniB  llaEh.  Te«a«Dia«ck«r,  Baterlaa  Indo*. 

Other  graduates  from  Utrecht  University,  before 
1700,  possibly  connected  with  Americftn  ministers. 

HAMIS.  KMtDRICM. 

Jacoboa  DalUoa,  Weaopleoilt. 

Ftanrlciia  Ctrpentlcr,  Parlalraili. 

F«trnt  4«  Canwitl*r.  LoDdlntDoi*. 

laaaena  Lydloa,  Lneae  F.,  AmitelodAiueDili. 


JoanncB  SctaDlema,   [Scbarler],  Amatelodamenali. 

Radolphna  Ljdtiia,  Frialna. 

Joannea  dc  Carinntiet,  Dordrecenua. 

Amid  Eovland  da  CarpaiUer.  Dordr.  Batavua. 

Adrian  Blom,  Amatelo-BataTua. 

laaacna  NaMlla,  HaHMmlo-MoDtanua. 

Killan  TBD  Beaaaelaer,  Vljanenala. 

Bed  for  Colleslate  Churcb,  Naw  York,  U9S.    D«poflted  Id  tbeir  Chuccb 


A      I 


1.  t 


i 


